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UNITED  STATES^ 


nvinra  m 


w»&t  mi tn  CRfreiit  Mtit^in 


IN  THE  YEAKS  1812,  13^  14>  fc  15. 


WITM   SOME  ADDITIONAL  UfiTTEat  AMD   DOOtJMBMTA 
ELUCIDATING  THE  HISTORT  OF  THAT  PEEIOD. 


COUMRBD  ASD  ABBAV01B 

BT  JOHN  BRANNAN. 


noma  ax  wat  tc  aiBiox,  mb  m  xdr«b- 


!«••••% 


1823. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA,  to  wit: 

■♦IMMm«  BE  IT  URMEMBCRED,  That  on  the  sixth  dar  of  Janaarr, 
¥  L.  S.  ¥  in  the  year  of  our  Lwd  one  thousand  (*ifl;ht  hundn-d  and  twenty-threif, 
NiilMUt"  and  of  tlie  Independence  of  the  United  Suites  of  America,  tl'ie  forty- 

•emnth.  JOHN  BILVNM  AN ,  of  Uie  ml  DisCmt,  bath  de|K»ited  in  the  ofliec  of  the 

Cl«49rthe  DiftrktGoiiKfbrtlielTiiKniiqllCohimhw,  tl^ 

whereof  he  clainis  as  proprietor  in  the  wonls  followinj^,  to  wit ; 

<*  Official  Letters  of  the  Militan-  and  Xaval  Officers  of  the  Uniteil  Sutes  during 
Am  War  vith  Great  Britam  in  the  years  ]8I*2, 1813, 181i,  and  1815,  with  some  ad- 
ditional Letters  an«l  Uocumeuts,  elucidating  the  htftorr  of  that  period,  collected  and 
arranged  by  JOHN  BKANNAX." 

In  conformity  to  the  act  of  the  Consri'ss  of  the  United  StaU*s,  entitled  '*  An  Act 
for  the  encourMpemcnt  of  learning,  oy  securing  the  oopies  ik  m:ips,  charts  and 
books,  to  the  autnors  an«l  proprieUtrs  of  such  copies  during  the  timi^  tliereiu  men- 
tioned,'* and  also  io  the  act,  entitled  *'  An  Act  supplement ar}-  to'  an  act,  eiitUied 
**  An  Act  for  the  enoounigunuMit  of  learning,  by  S(*ctiring  tlie  copies  of  maps^ 
charts,  and  bo(4u,  to  the  autliors  and  proprietors  of  such  eopies  durui^  the  times 
therein  meutioiied,'*  and  extending  the  benefits  Uivreol'  to  the  arts  of  designing, 
engraving,  and  etching  historical  and  other  prints.  ' 

IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  luive  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and 
affixed  the  public  seal  of  my  office,  the  day  and  vear'ai'dreiuud. 

EDMl'M)  I.  1J^,K, 
Clerk  of  the  District  Court  for  the  Dislrict  of  Columbia . 


At  the  termination  of  the  late  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  it  frequently  occurred  to  the  editor  that  it  would 
be  performing  a  useful  service  to  his  country,  to  collect  and  pub- 
lish all  the  important  official  letters  of  the  American  officers,  to 
preserve  tiiem  to  the  rising  and  to  future  generations ;  having 
himself  frequently  regretted  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  access 
to  the  letters  of  the  officer^  of  our  revolution,  with  very  few' 
exceptions.  He  delayed  the  task  from  time  to  time,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  labour  attending  it ;  he  has,  at  length,  com* 
j^ted  the  work  which  is  now  presented  to  the  patronage  of  the' 
public. 

A  part  of  these  letters  were  copied  from^  and  many  of  the 
others  compared  u;iM,  the  originals  on  file  in  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments ;  those  taken  from  the  official  public  documents  and 
the  National  Intelligencer,  were  found  to  be  uniformly  correct. 

It  was  deemed  proper  to  commence  the  work  with  the  Presi- 
denrs  message  and  the  report  of  the  committee  of  foreign  rela-. 
tions,  showing  the  causes  of  the  war;  to  embody  in  the  work 
some  historical  documents ;  and  conclude  with  the  treaty  of  peace, 
forming  in  a  measure,  a  documentary  history  from  its  commence- 
ment to  its  termination. 

The  young  men  of  America  now  advanced,  and  advancing,  to 
manhood,  must  be  highly  gratified  in  perusing  this  volume ;  they 
will  there  see  their  fathers,  their  brotiiers,  and  their  friends,  in 
their  true  colours,  in  the  most  trying  times.  The  names  of  those 
valuable  men  who  have  shed  their  blood  in  defence  of  their 
country,  in  whatsoever  station,  ought  to  be  inscribed  on  the  roll 
of  fame,  held  up  to  general  imitation,  and  handed  down  to  pos- 
terity for  their  admiration.  The  highest  honours  are  due  to 
those  whose  bravery  repelled  the  savage  and  the  civilized  foe, 
both  by  sea  and  land ;  whose  undaunted  valour  and  heroism  was 
never  excelled  in  the  proudest  days  of  the  ancient  republics. 

To  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  (to  whom  it  is  most 
respectfully  dedicated)  it  is  presumed  this  volume  will  prove  truly 
acceptable. 
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To  thi  SenaU  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

I  coMjruxiCATE  to  CongTcss  certain  documents,  being  a  conti- 
nuation of  those  heretofore  laid  before  them,  on  the  subject  of 
our  affiiirs  with  Great  Britain. 

Without  goinj^  back  beyond  the  renewal,  in  1803,  of  the  war  in 
which  Great  Britain  is  engaged,  and  omitting  unrepaired  wrongs 
Oi  inferior  mamitude,  the  conduct  of  her  government  presents  a 
series  of  acts  hostile  to  the  United  States  as  an  independent  and 
Bwtnd  nation. 

British  cruisers  have  been  in  the  continued  practice  of  violating 
*^  American  flag  on  the  great  liighwaj  of  nations,  and  of  seizing 
^carrying  uflT  persons  sailing  under  it ;  nut  in  the  exercise  of  a 
Miigerant  right  founded  on  the  law  of  nations  against  an  enemy, 
but  oft  municipal  prerogative  over  British  subjects.     British  ju- 
nsdiction  is  thus  extended  to  neutral  vessels  in  a  situation  where 
00  laws  can  operate  but  the  law  of  nations  and  the  laws  of  the 
country  to  which  the  vessels  belong;  and  a  self-redress  is  assumed, 
which,  if  British  subjects  were  wrongfully  detained  and  alone 
concerned,  is  tliat  substitution  of  force,  for  a  resort  to  the  res- 
ponsible  sovereign,   which  falls  within  the  definition  of  war* 
Could  the  seizure  of  British  subjects  in  such  cases  be  regarded 
as  within  the  exercise  of  a  beliigerant  right,  the  acknowledged 
laws  of  war,  which  forbid  an  article  of  captured  property  to  be 
aciiadged   without  a  regular  investigation  before  a   competent 
tnfoanal,  would  imperiously  demand  the  fairest  trial,  wliere  the 
•acred  rights  of  pei*sons  were  at  issue.     In  place  of  such  a  trial, 
time  ri^ta  are  subject  to  the  will  of  every  petty  commander. 
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The  practice,  hence,  is  8o  far  from  affecting  British  su 
alone,  that  under  the  pretext  of  searching  for  these,  thousa 
American  citizens,  under  the  safeguard  of  public  law,  and  oi 
national  flag,  have  been  torn  from  their  country  and  from 
thine  dear  to  them ;  have  been  dragged  on  board  ships  of  w; 
foreign  nation,  and  exposed,  under  the  severities  of  their 
pline,  to  be  exiled  to  the  most  distant  and  deadly  climes,  i 
their  lives  in  the  battles  of  their  oppressors,  and  to  be  tY 
lancholy  instruments  of  taking  away  those  of  their  own  brc 

Against  this  crying  enormity  which  Great  Britain  would 
prompt  to  avenee  if  committed  agunst  herself,  the  United 
nave  m  vain  exhausted  remonstrances  and  expostulations. 
that  no  proof  might  be  wanting  of  their  conciliatory  dispos 
and  no  pretext  left  for  a  continuance  of  the  practice,  the  1 
government  was  formally  assured  of  the  readiness  oi  the  I 
States  to  enter  into  arrangements,  such  as  could  not  be  rej 
if  the  recovery  of  British  subjects  was  the  real  and  the  sole  < 
The  communication  passed  without  effect 

British  cruisers  have  been  in  the  practice  also  of  violati 
rights,  and  the  peace  of  our  coasts.  They  hover  over  and 
our  departins;  commerce.  To  the  most  insulting  pretensior 
have  added  the  most  lawless  proceeding  in  our  very  harbor 
have  wantonly  spilt  American  blood  within  the  sanctuary 
territorial  jurisdiction.  The  principles  and  rules  enforced  1 
nation,  when  a  neutral  nation,  against  armed  vessels  or  b 
rants  hoverine  near  her  coasts,  and  disturbing  her  commer 
well  known.  When  called  on,  nevertheless,  by  the  United  I 
to  punish  the  greater  offences  committed  by  her  own  vessc 
government  has  bestowed  on  their  commander  additional 
of  honour  and  confidence. 

Under  pretended  blockades,  without  the  presence  of  a 
quate  force,  and  sometimes  without  the  practicability  of  ap 
one,  our  commerce  has  been  plundered  in  every  sea ;  th< 
staples  of  our  country  have  been  cut  off  from  their  legitimal 
kets ;  and  a  destructive  blow  aimed  at  our  agricultural  and 
time  interests.  In  aegravation  of  these  predatory  measure 
have  been  considereoas  in  force  from  the  dates  of  their  n< 
tion ;  a  retrospective  effect  being  thus  added,  as  has  been  d 
other  important  cases,  to  the  unlawfulness  of  the  course  pi 
And  to  render  the  outrage  the  more  signal,  these  mock  blo< 
have  been  reiterated  ana  enforced  in  the  face  of  official  con 
cations  from  the  British  government,  declaring  as  the  true 
tion  of  a  legal  blockade,  "  That  particular  ports  must  be  su 
invested,  and  previous  warning  given  to  vessels  bound  to  th 
to  enter.^' 

Not  content  with  these  occasional  expedients  for  laying 
our  neutral  trade,  the  cabinet  of  Great  Britain  resorted,  at 
to  the  sweeping  system  of  blockades,  under  the  name  of  on 
council,  which  has  been  moulded  and  managed,  as  might  Im 
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ita  political  TiewSy  its  commercial  jealousies^  or  the  avidity  of  Bri- 
tish cruisers. 

To  our  remonstrances  against  the  complicated  and  transcend- 
ent injustice  of  this  innovation,  the  first  reply  was,  that  the  orders 
were  reluctantly  adopted  by  Great  Britain  as  a  necessary  retali- 
ation on  the  decrees  of  her  enemy  proclaiming  a  general  blockade 
of  the  British  isles,  at  a  time  when  the  naval  force  of  that  enemy 
dared  not  to  issue  from  his  own  ports.    She  was  reminded,  with- 
out effect,  that  her  own  prior  blockades,  unsupported  by  an  ade- 
3«ate  naval  force,  actually  applied  and  continued,  were  a  bar  to 
lis  plea :  that  executed  edicts  against  millions  of  our  property 
coala  not  be  a  retaliation  on  edicts,  confessedly  impossiole  to  be 
executed :  that  retaliation,  to  be  just,  should  fall  on  the  party  set- 
ting the  guilty  example,  not  an  innocent  party,  which  was  not 
even  chafeeaole  with  an  acquiescence  in  it 

When  deprived  of  this  flimsy  veil  for  a  prohibition  of  our  trade 
with  her  enemy,  by  the  repeal  of  hisprohibition  of  our  trade  with 
Great  Britain,  tier  cabinet,  instead  of  a  corresponding  repeal  or  a 
pncticai  discontinuance  of  its  orders,  formally  avowed  a  determi- 
Bttion  to  persist  in  them  against  the  United  States,  until  the  mar- 
kets of  her  enemy  should  be  laid  open  to  British  products ;  thue 
asserting  an  obligation  on  a  neutral  power  to  require  one  belliee- 
nnt  to  encourage,  by  its  internal  regulations,  the  trade  of  another 
belligerant;  contradicting  her  own  practice  td wards  all  nations, 
in  peace  as  well  as  in  war ;  and  betraying  the  insincerity  of  those 
prnessions  which  inculcated  a  belief  thai^  having  resorted  to  her 
orders  with  regret,  she  was  anxious  to  find  an  occasion  for  putting 
tn  end  to  them. 

Abandoning  still  more  all  respect  for  the  neutral  rights  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  its  own  consistency,  the  British  government 
Aow  demands  as  prerequisites  to  a  repeal  of  its  orders,  as  they 
^te  to  the  United  States,  that  a  formality  should  be  observed  in 
tile  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  no  wise  necessary  to  their  ter- 
luaation,  nor  exemplified  by  British  usage ;  and  that  the  French 
repeal,  besides  including  that  piution  of  the  decrees  which  oper« 
^within  a  territorial  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  that  which  operates 
*&  the  high  seas  against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  should 
luKbe  a  single  special  repeal  in  relation  to  the  United  States,  but 
>Wd  be  extended  to  whatever  other  neutral  nations,  unconnect- 
^  with  them,  may  be  affected  by  those  decrees.  And  as  an  addi* 
tjooal  insult,  they  are  called  on  for  a  formal  disavowal  of  condi- 
tions and  pretensions  advanced  by  the  French  government,  for 
^k  the  United  States  are  so  far  from  having  made  themselves 
^^tpousible,  that,  in  official  explanations,  which  have  been  pub** 
^^wi  to  the  world,  and  in  a  correspondence  of  the  Amencan 
■unister  at  London  with  the  British  minister  for  forei^  affairs, 
*vdi  a  responsibility  was  explicitly  and  emphatically  disclumed. 
It  has  become  indfeed  sufficiently  certain,  that  the  commerce  of 
^  United  States  is  to  be  sacrificed,  not  as  interfering  with  the 
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belligerant  rights  of  Great  Britain — not  as  suppljingthe  wants  ef 
her  enemies,  which  she  herself  supplies ;  but  as  interfering  with 
tiie  monopoly  which  she  covets  for  her  own  commerce  and  navi- 
gation. §he  carries  on  a  war  against  the  lawful  commerce  of  a 
Friend,  that  she  may  the  better  carry  on  a  commerce  with  an  ene- 
my— a  commerce,  polluted  by  the  forgeries  and  perjuries  which 
are,  for  the  most  part,  the  only  passports  by  which  it  can  succeed* 

Anxious  to  make  every  experiment  short  of  the  last  resort  of 
injured  nations,  the  United  States  have  withheld  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, under  successive  modifications,  the  benefits  of  a  free  inter- 
course with  their  market,  the  loss  of  which  could  not  but  outweigh 
the  profits  accruing  from  her  restrictions  of  our  commerce  with 
other  nations.  And  to  entitle  these  experiments  to  the  more 
favourable  consideration,  they  were  so  framed  as  to  enable  her  to 
place  her  adversary  under  the  exclusive  operation  of  them.  To 
these  appeals  her  government  has  been  equally  inflexible,  as  if 
willing  to  make  sacrifices  of  every  sort,  rather  than  yield  to  the 
claims  of  justice,  or  to  renounce  the  errors  of  a  false  pride.  Nay, 
80  far  were  the  attempts  carried  to  overcome  the  attachment  of  the 
British  cabinet  to  its  unjust  edicts,  that  it  received  every  encou- 
ragement within  the  competency  of  the  executive  branch  of  our 
government,  to  expect  that  a  repeal  of  them  would  be  followed  by 
a  war  between  the  United  States  and  France,  unless  the  French 
edicts  should  also  be  repealed.  Even  this  communication, 
although  silencing  forever  the  plea  of  a  disposition  in  the  United 
States  to  acquiesce  in  those  edicts,  originally  the  sole  plea  for 
them,  received  no  attention. 

If  no  other  proof  existed  of  a  predetermination  of  the  British 
government  against  a  repeal  of  its  orders,  it  might  be  found  in  the 
correspondence  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  London,  and  the  British  secretary  for  foreign  affairs, 
in  I8IO9  on  the  question  whether  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  was 
considered  as  in  force,  or  as  not  in  force.  It  had  "^ been  ascer- 
tained that  the  French  government,  which  urged  this  blockade  as 
the  ground  of  its  Berlin  decree,  was  willing,  in  the  event  of  its 
removal,  to  repeal  that  decree ;  which,  being  followed  by  alternate 
repeals  of  the  other  offensive  edicts,  might  abolish  the  whole  sys* 
tern  on  both  sides.  This  inviting  opportunity  for  accomplishing 
an  object  so  important  to  the  United  States,  and  professed  so 
often  to  be  the  desire  of  both  the  belligerants,  was  made  known 
to  the  British  government.  As  that  government  admits  that  an 
actual  application  of  an  adequate  force  is  necessary  to  the  exist- 
ence of  a  legal  blockade,  and  it  was  notorious,  that  if  such  a 
force  had  ever  been  applied,  its  long  discontinuance  had  annulled 
the  blockade  in  question,  there  could  be  no  sufficient  objection 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  a  formal  revocation  of  it ;  and 
no  imwnable  objection  to  a  declaration  of  the  fact  that  the 
blockade  did  not  exist  The  declaration  would  have  been  con- 
lifistent  witii  her  avowed  principles  of  blockade,  and  would  have 
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eaabled  the  United  States  to  demand  from  France  the  pledged 
/epeai  of  her  decrees  ;•  either  with  success,  in  which  case  the 
wij  would  have  been  opened  for  a  general  repeal  of  the  belli- 
raant  edicts;   or  without  success,  in  which  case  the  United 
states   would  have  been  justified  in   turning  their  measureti 
ciclnsiTely  against  France.     The  British  government  would, 
Wowever,  neither  rescind  the  blockade,  nor  declare  its  non-exist- 
ence ;  nor  permit  its  non-existence  to  be  inferred  and  affirmed  by 
the  American  plenipotentiary.    On  the  contrary,  by  representing 
the  blockade  to  be  comprehended  in  the  orders  in  council,  the 
United  States  were  compelled  so  to  regard  it  in  their  subsequent 
{proceedings. 
There  was  a  period  when  a  favourable  change  in  the  policy  of  the 
British  cabinet  was  justly  considered  as  established.    The  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  majesty  here  proposed  an 
idJQstuient  of  the  differences  more  immediately  endangering  the 
htfmony  of  the  two  countries.  The  proposition  was  accepted  with 
&  promptitude  and  cordiality  corresponding  with  the  invariable 
professions  of  this  government.   A  foundation  appeared  to  be  laid 
tor  a  sincere  and  lasting  reconciliation.    The  prospect,  however, 
quickly  vanished.    The  whole  proceeding  was  disavowed  by  the 
British  government,  without  any  explanations  which  could  at  that 
time  repress  the  belief,  that  the  disavowal  proceeded  from  a  spi- 
rit of  hostility  to  the  commercial  rights  and  prosperity  of  the 
United  States.    And  it  has  since  come  into  proof,  that  at  the  very 
moment  when  the  public  minister  was  holding  the  language  of 
friendship  and  inspiring  confidence  in  the  sincerity  of  the  nego- 
tiation With  which  he  was  charged,  a  secret  agent  of  his  govern- 
ment was  employed  in  intrigues,  having  for  their  object  a  subver- 
sion of  our  government,  and  a  dismemberment  of  our  happy  union. 
In  reviewing  the  conduct  of  Great  Bntain  toward  the  United 
Stites,  our  attention  is  necessarily  drawn  to  the  warfare  just  re- 
newed by  the  savages  on  one  of  our  extensive  frontiers  :  a  war- 
fire  which  is  known  to  spare  neither  sex  nor  age,  and  to  be  dis- 
tinguished by  features  peculiarly  shocking  to  numanity.    It  is 
dificalt  to  account  for  the  activity  and   combinations  which 
kve  for  some  time  been  developing;  themselves  among  tribes  in 
tile  constant  intercourse  with  British  traders  and  garrisons, 
without  connecting  their  hostility  with  that  influence ;  and  with- 
^t  recollecting  the  authenticated  examples  of  such  interposi- 
tions heretofore  furnished  by  the  officers  and  agents  of  that 
premment* 

Sach  is  the  spectacle  of  injuries  and  indignities  which  have 
ken  heaped  on  our  country ;  and  such  the  crisis  which  its  nnex- 
iBpled  forbearance  and  conciliatory  eftbrts  have  not  been  abjie 
to  avert.  It  might  at  least  have  been  expected,  that  an  enlight- 
ened nation,'  if  less  urged  by  moral  obligations,  or  invited  by 
friendly  dispositions  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  would 
itire  found,  m  its  true  intereat  alone,  a  sufficient  motive  to  re.* 
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qpect  their  ri^ts  and  their  tranquillitjr  on  the  hjgfa  seas ;  that  an 
enlarged  policy  would  have  favoured  that  free  and  general  cir- 
culation of  commerce,  in  which  the  British  nation  is  at  all  times 
interested,  and  which  in  times  of  war,  is  the  best  alleviation  of  its 
calamities  to  herself  as  well  as  the  other  belligerants ;  and  more 
especially  that  the  British  cabinet  would  not,  for  the  sake  of  a 
precarious  and  surreptitious  intercourse  with  hostile  markets, 
nave  persevered  in  a  course  of  measures  which  necessarily  put  at 
hazard  the  invaluable  market  of  a  great  and  growing  country, 
disposed  to  cultivate  the  mutual  advantages  of  an  active  com* 
merce. 

Other  councils  have  prevailed.  Our  moderation  and  concilia- 
tion have  had  no  other  effect  than  to  encourage  perseverance,  and 
to  enlai^  pretensions.  We  behold  our  seafaring  citizens  still 
the  daily  victims  of  lawless  violence  committed  on  the  great 
common  and  highway  of  nations,  even  within  sight  of  the  country 
which  owes  them  protection.  We  behold  our  vessels,  freighted 
with  the  products  of  our  soil  and  industry,  or  returning  wim  the 
honest  proceeds  of  them,  wrested  from  their  laivful  destinations, 
confiscated  by  prize-courts,  no  longer  the  organs  of  public  law, 
but  the  instrument  of  arbitrary  edicts ;  and  their  unfortunate 
crews  dispersed  and  lost,  or  forced  or  inveigled,  in  British  ports, 
into  British  fleets  :  whilst  arguments  are  employed  in  support  of 
these  aggressions  which  have  no  foundation  but  in  a  principle 
equally  supporting  a  claim  to  regulate  our  external  commerce  in 
all  cases  whatsoever. 

We  behold,  in  fine,  on  the  side  of  Great  Britain,  a  state  of  war 
against  the  United  States ;  on  the  side  of  the  United  States,  a 
sUte  of  peace  towards  Great  Britain. 

Whether  the  United  States  shall  continue  passive  under  these 
pn^essive  usurpations,  and  these  accumulating  wrongs ;  or,.  _ 
opposing  force  to  force  in  defence  of  their  natural  riehts,  ihiH'M 
commit  a  just  cause  into  the  hands  of  the  Almighty  Disposer    ~~ 
events,  avoiding  all  connections  which  might  entangle  it  in  the 
.contests  or  views  of  other  powers,  and  preserving  a  constant  rea- 
diness to  concur  in  an  honourable  re-establishment  of  peace  anc 
friendship,  is  a  solemn  question,  which  the  Constitution  wisel] 
confides  to  the  legislative  department  of  the  government, 
recommending  it  to  their  early  deliberations,  I  am  happy  in 
assurance  that  the  decision  will  be  worthy  the  enlightened  i 
patriotic  councils  of  a  virtuous,  a  free,  and  a  powerful  nation. 

Having  presented  this  view  of  the  relations  of  the  United 
with  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  solemn  alternative  growing  out  ^m^ 
them,  I  proceed  to  remark,  that  the  communications  last  made  t^ 
Congress  on  the  subject  of  our  relations  with  France,  will  hxr^ 
shown,  that  since  the  revocation  of  her  decrees  as  they  TJolatc  ^ 
tiie  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States,  her  government  has  asr 
thorized  illegal  captures,  by  it?  privateers  and  public  ships,  aia^ 
tiiat  other  outrages  have  been  practiced  on  our  vessels  and  oimf 
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citizens.    It  will  have  been  seen  also,  that  no  indemnitj  had 

been  proTided,  or  satisfactorily  pledged,  for  the  extensive  spolia* 

Ikfns  committed  under  the  violent  and  retrospective  orders  of  the 

French  government  against  the  property  of  our  citizens  seized 

widiin  Uie  jurisdiction  of  France.    I  abstain  at  this  time  from 

teconmending  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  definitive  mea« 

mrea  with  respect  to  that  nation,  in  the  expectation,  that  the 

tesidt  of  unclosed  discussions  between  our  minister  plenipoten- 

timrj  at  Paris  and  the  French  government,  will  speedily  enable 

Congress  to  decide,  with  greater  advantage,  on  the  course  due  to 

the  rights,  the  interests  and  the  honour  of  our  ctuntry. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Washixgton,  June  1»  1812. 


He  Ommittee  on  Forei^  Relations^  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Menage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  1st  qf 
June,  1812, 

REPORT— 

That,  after  the  experience  which  the  United  States  have 
Ittd  of  the  ffreat  injustice  of  the  British  government  towards  them, 
exemplifiea  by  so  many  acts  of  violence  and  oppression,  it  will  be 
Bu»re  difficult  to  justi/y  to  the  impartial  world  their  patient  for- 
betnnce,  than  the  measures  to  which  it  has  become  necessary  to 
resort,  to  avenge  the  wrongs,  and  vindicate  the  rights  and  honour 
of  the  nation.  Your  committee  are  happy  to  observe,  on  a  dis- 
pttsionate  review  of  the  conduct  of  the  United  States,  that  they 
leein  it  no  cause  for  censure. 

Ifa  long  forbearance  under  injuries  ought  ever  to  be  consider- 
^  t  virtue  in  any  nation,  it  is  one  which  peculiarly  becomes  the 
Uiited  States.  "No  people  ever  cherished  it  with  greater  sinceri- 
ty tod  zeal. 

Bat  the  period  has  now  arrived^  when  tlie  United  States  must 
Mpport  their  character  and  station  among  the  nations  of  the  earth» 
or  submit  to  the  most  shameful  degradation.     Forbearance  has 
ceased  to  be  a  virtue.    War  on  the  one  side,  and  peace  on  the 
otlior,  is  a  situation  as  ruinous  as  it  is  disgraceful.    The  mad 
amlHtion,  the  lust  of  power,  and  commercial  avarice  of  Great 
Britain,  arrogating  to  herself  the'coraplete  dominion  of  the  ocean, 
and  exercisine  over  it  an  unbounded  and  lawless  tyranny,  have 
left  to  neutral  nations  an  alternative  only,  between  the  base  sur- 
render of  their  rights,  and  a  manly  vindication  of  them.    Happily 
for  the  United  States,  their  destiny,  under  the  aid  of  Heaven,  iB 
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in  their  own  hands.  The  crisis  is  formidable  only  by  tlie 
of  peace.  As  soon  as  it  becomes  a  duty  to  relinquish^  that 
tion,  danger  disappears.  They  have  suffered  no  wrongs 
have  received  no  insult,  however  great,  for  wliich  they  « 
obtain  redress. 

More  than  seven  years  have  elapsed  since  the  commenc 
of  this  system  of  hostile  aggression  by  the  British  governm< 
the  rights  and  interests  ofthe  United  States.  The  mannci 
commencement  was  not  less  hostile,  than  the  spirit  with 
it  has  been  prosecuted.  The  United  States  have  invariabl 
every  thing  m  their  power  to  preserve  the  relations  of  frie: 
with  Great  Britain.  Of  this  disposition,  they  gave  a  disting 
proof  at  the  moment  when  they  were  made  the  victims 
opposite  policy.  The  wrongs  of  the  last  war  had  not  bee 
gotten  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  one.  They  v 
us  of  dangers,  against  which  it  was  sought  to  provide.  As 
as  the  year  1804,  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  at  Li 
was  instructed  to  invite  the  British  government  to  enter 
negotiation  on  all  the  points  on  which  a  collision  might  ari 
tween  the  two  countries  in  the  course  of  the  war,  and  to  p 
to  it  an  arrangement  of  their  claims  on  fair  and  reasonable 
tions.  The  invitation  was  accepted.  A  ne«;otiation  had 
menced  and  was  depending,  and  nothing  had  occurred  to 
a  doubt  that  it  would  not  terminate  to  tlie  satisfaction  € 
parties.  It  was  at  this  time,  and  under  these  circumstance 
an  attack  was  made  by  surprise,  on  an  important  branch 
American  commerce,  which  affected  every  part  of  the  I 
States,  and  involved  many  of  their  citizens  in  ruin. 

The  commerce  on  which  this  attack  was  so  unexpectedly 
was  between  the  United  States  and  the  colonies  of  France, 
and  other  enemies  of  Great  Britain.  A  commerce  just  in 
sanctioned  by  the  example  of  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the 
with  her  own  colonies ;  sanctioned  by  a  solemn  act  betwe 
two  governments  in  the  last  war,  and  sanctioned  by  the  pi 
ofthe  British  government  in  the  present  war,  more  than  twc 
having  then  elapsed,  without  any  interference  with  it 

The  injustice  of  this  attack  could  only  be  equalled  by  t 
surdity  of  the  pretext  alleged  for  it  It  was  pretended  b 
British  sovernment,  that  in  case  of  war,  her  enemy  had  nc 
to  modify  its  colonial  regulations,  so  as  to  mitigate  the  cala 
of  war  to  the  inhabitants  of  its  colonies.  This  pretension, 
liar  to  Great  Britain,  is  utterly  incompatible  with  the  rigl 
sovereignty  in  every  independent  state.  If  we  recur  to  m 
establisliea  and  universally  admitted  law  of  nations,  we  sha 
no  sanction  to  it  in  that  venerable  code.  The  sovereig 
every  state  is  co-extensive  with  its  dominions,  and  cannot  be 
gated  or  curtailed  in  its  rights,  as  to  any  part,  except  by  con 
rfeutral  nations  have  a  right  to  every  port  of  either  bellig 
which  IS  not  legally  blockaded,  and  in  all  articles  which  a 
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contraband  of  war.  Such  is  the  absurdity  of  this  ptetension,  that 
jour  committee  are  aware,  especialij  after  the  able  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  heretofore  refuted  and  exposed,  that  thej  would 
offer  an  insult  to  the  understanding  of  the  house,  if  they  enlarged 
on  it ;  and  if  anj  thing  could  add  to  the  high  sense  of  the  injus- 
tice of  the  British  government  in  this  transaction,  it  would  be  the 
contrast  which  her  conduct  exhibits  in  regard  to  this  trade,  and  in 
recard  to  a  similar  trade  by  neutrals  with  their  own  colonies.  It 
is luiown  to  the  world,  that  Great  Britain  regulates  her  own  trade 
in  war  and  in  peace,  at  home  and  in  her  colonies,  as  she  finds  for 
her  interest — ^tnat  in  war  she  relaxes  the  restraints  of  her  colo- 
oial  system  in  favour  of  the  colonies,  and  that  it  never  was 
ta^ested  that  she  had  not  a  ri^ht  to  do  it ;  or  that  a  neutral,  in 
taking  advantage  of  the  relaxation,  violated  a  belligerant  rieht  of 
her  enemy.  But  with  great  Britain  every  thing  is  lawful.  It 
is  only  in  a  trade  with  her  enemies  that  the  United  States  can 
do  wrong :  with  them  all  trade  is  unlawful. 

In  the  year  1793,  an  attack  was  made  by  the  British  govern- 
ment on  the  same  branch  of  our  neutral  trade,  which  hacinearly 
involved  the  two  countries  in  war.  That  difference,  however,  was 
amicably  accommodated.  The  pretension  was  withdrawn,  and 
reparation  made  to  the  United  States  for  the  losses  which  they 
had  suffered  by  it.  It  was  fair  to  infer,  from  that  arrangemeni^ 
that  the  commerce  was  deemed  by  the  British  government  lawful 
Mnd  that  it  would  not  be  again  disturbed. 

Had  the  British  government  been   resolved  to  contest  this 
tnde  with  neutrals,  it  was  due  to  the  character  of  the  British 
nation  that  the  decision  should  be  made  known  to  the  govecn*- 
■lent  of  the  United  States.    The  existence  of  a  negotiation 
which  had  been  invited  by  our  ^vernment,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  differences  by  an  amicable  arrangement  of^  their  res- 
pective pretensions,  gave  a  strong  claim  to  the  notification,  while 
it  afforded  the  fairest  opportunity  for  it.    But  a  very  different 
policy  animated  the  then  cabinet  of  England.    Generous  senti- 
oients  were  unknown  to  it     The  liberal  confidence  and  friendly 
overtures  of  the  United  States  were  taken  advantage  of  to  ensnare 
tbenu   Steady  to  its  purpose,  and  inflexibW  hostile  to  this  coun* 
trr*  the  British  government  calmly  looked  forward  to  the  moment 
when  it  mie;ht  give  the  most  deadly  wound  to  our  interests.    A 
trade,  just  in  itself,  which  was  secured  by  so  many  strong  and 
aacred  pledges,  was  considered  safe.    Our  citizens,  with  their 
mMud  industry  and  enterprise,  had  embarked  in  it  a  vast  propor- 
ticHi  of  their  shipping,  and  of  their  capital,  which  were  at  sea, 
mnder  no  other  protection  than  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  confi- 
dence which  they  reposed  in  the  justice  and  friendship  of  the 
British  nation.    At  this  period  the  unexpected  blow  waa  given. 
Mmny  of  our  vessels  were  seized,  carried  into  port,  and  con* 
detuned  by  a  tribunal,  which,  while  it  professes  to  respect  the 
law  of  nationsy  obeys  the  mandate  of  its  own  government  in  op« 
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position  to  all  law.  Hundreds  of  other  vessels  were  driven  from 
the  ocean,  and  the  trade  itself,  in  a  great  measure,  suppressed. 
The  effect  produced  by  this  attack  on  the  lawful  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  was'such  as  mi^t  have  been  expected  from  a  vir- 
tuous, independent,  and  highljinjured  people.  But  one  sentiment 
perti^ed  the  whole  American  nation.  No  local  interests  were 
regarded  ;  no  sordid  motives  felt.  Without  looking  to  the  parts 
which  suffered  most,  the  invasion  of  our  rights  was  considered  a 
common  cause,  and  from  one  extremity  of  our  union  to  the  other, 
was  heard  the  voice  of  an  united  people,  calling  on  their  govern- 
ment to  avenge  their  wrongs,  and  vindicate  the  rights  and 
honour  of  the  country. 

From  this  period  the  British  ^vernment  has  gone  on  in  a  con- 
tinued encroachment  on  the  rights  and  interests  of  tlie  United 
States,  disregarding  in  its  course,  in  many  instances,  obligations 
which  have  heretorore  been  held  sacred  by  civilized  nations. 

In  May,  1806,  the  whole  coast  of  the  continent,  from  the  Elbe 
to  Brest  inclusive,  was  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade.    By 
this  act,  the  well  established  principles  of  the  law  of  nations^ 
principles  which  have  served  tor  ages  as  ^ides,  and  fixed  th( 
Doundary  between  the  rights  of  belligerants  and  neutrals,  were 
Rotated :  by  the  law  of  nations,  as  recognized  by  Great  Britain 
herself,  no  blockade  is  lawful,  unless  it  be  sustained  by  the  ap* 
plication  of  an  adequate  force,  and  that  an  adequate  force  wai 
applied  to  this  blockade,  in  its  full  extent,  ought  not  to  be  pretended. 
Wnether  Great  Britain  was  able  to  maintain,  legally,  so  exten- 
sive a  blockade,  considering  the  war  in  which  she  is  engaeed. 
requiring  such  extensive  naval  operations,  is  a  question  whicn  ii 
is  not  necessary  at  this  time  to  examine.    It  is  sufficient  to  Im 
known,  that  such  force  was  not  applied,  and  this  is  evident  frov 
the  terms  of  the  blockade  itself,  by  which,  comparatively,  ai 
inconsiderable  portion  of  the  coast  only  was  declared  to  be  in  i 
state  of  strict  and  rigorous  blockade.    The  objection  to  the  mea 
sure  is  not  diminished  by  that  circumstance.    If  the  force  wm 
not  applied,  the  blockade  was  unlawful,  from  whatever  cause  th< 
failure  might  proceed.    The  belligerant  who  institutes  the  block 
ade,  cannot  absolve  itself  from  the  obligation  to  apply  the  forci 
under  any  pretext  whatever.    For  a  belngerant  to  relax  a  block 
ade,  which  it  could  not  maintain,  with  a  view  to  absolve  itkd 
from  the  obligation  to  maintain  it,  would  be  a  refinement  in  in 
justice,  not  less  insulting  to  the  understanding  than  repugnan* 
to  the  law  of  nations.    To  claim*  merit  for  the  mitigation  of  m 
evil,  which  the  party  either  had  not  the  power,  or  found  it  inconve 
nient  to  inflict,  would  be  a  new  mode  of  encroaching  on  neutrt 
rights.    Your  committee  think  it  just  to  remark,  tiiat  this  act  c 
the  British  government  does  not  appear  to  have  been  adopted  ii 
the  sense  in  which  it  has  been  since  construed.    On  cohsidera 
'tion  of  all  the  circumstances  attending;  the  measure,  and  particv 
larly  the  character  of  the  distinguished  statesman  who  announce 
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^5«  we  are  persuaded  that  it  was  conceived  in  a  spirit  of  concilia- 
|qUmi»  and  intended  to  lead  to  an  accommodation  of  all  differences 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  His  death  disap- 
pointed that  hope,  and  the  act  has  since  become  subservient  to 
filler  purposes.  It  has  been  made  by  his  successors  a  pretext 
fcr  that  vast  s^tem  of  usurpation,  which  has  so  long  oppressed 
^nd  harrassed  our  commerce. 

The  next  act  of  the  British  government  which  claims  our 
mttention,  is  the  order  of  council  of  January  7,  180r,  by  which 
aeatral  powers  are  prohibited  trading  from  one  port  to  another 
if  Prance  or  her  allies,  or  any  other  country  with  which  Great 
Britain  might  not  freely  trade.  By  this  order  the  pretension  of 
lngUod»  heretofore  claimed  by  every  other  power,  to  prohibit 
Beutrals  disposing  of  parts  of  their  cargoes  at  different  ports  of 
tke  same  enemy,  is  revived,  and  with  vast  accumulation  of  injury. 
Every  enemj,  however  great  the  number  or  distant  from  each 
•ther,  is  considered  one,  and  the  like  trade  even  with  powers  at 
peace  with  England,  who  from  motives  of  policy  had  excluded 
ar  restrained  her  commerce,  was  also  prohibited.  In  this  act  the 
British  government  evidently  disclaimed  all  regard  for  neutral 
ri^ta.  Aware  that  the  measures  authorized  by  it  could  find  no 
pretext  in  any  bellieerant  right,  none  was  urged.  To  prohibit 
the  sale  of  our  produce,  consisting  of  innocent  articles,  at  any 
port  of  a  bellig^rant,  not  blockaded,  to  consider  every  bellifferant 
•8  one,  and  simject  neutrals  to  the  same  restraints  with  all,  as  if 
there  was  but  one,  were  bold  encroachmpntA.  But  to  n^strain  or 
in  any  manner  interfere  with  our  commerce  with  neutral  nations 
with  whom  Great  Britain  was  at  peace,  and  against  whom  she 
had  no  justifiable  cause  of  war,  for  the  sole  reason  that  they 
f«strained  or  excluded  from  their  ports  her  commerce,  was  utter- 
Ig  incompatible  with  the  pacific  relations  subsisting  between  tiie 
^o  countries. 

We  proceed  to  bring  into  view  the  British  order  in  council  of 
Kavemoer  11th,  1807,  which  superseded  every  other  order,  and 
coDSummated  that  system  ot  hostility  on  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  which  has  been  since  so  steadily  pursued.  By  this 
order  all  France  and  her  allies,  and  every  other  country  at  war 
with  Great  Britain,  or  with  which  she  was  not  at  war,  from  which 
the  Britidi  flae  was  excluded,  and  all  the  colonies  of  her  enemies, 
were  subjected  to  the  same  restrictions  as  if  they  were  actually 
blockaded  in  the  most  strict  and  rigorous  manner,  and  all  trade 
in  articles  the  produce  and  manufacture  of  the  said  countries  and 
cnhnies,  and  the  vessels  engaged  in  it,  were  subjected  to  capture 
and  condemnation  as  lawful  prize.  To  this  order  certain  ex- 
ceptions were  made,  which  we  forbear  to  notice,  because  they 
were  not  adopted  from  a  regard  to  neutral  rights,  but  were  dic- 
tated by  policy  to  promote  me  commerce  of  England,  and  so  far 
as  they  related  to  neutral  powers,  were  said  to  emanate  from  the 
clemency  of  the  British  government 
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It  would  be  superfluous  in  jour  committee  to  state,  t\ 
this  order  the  British  government  declared  direct  and  p< 
war  against  the  United  States.  The  dominion  of  the  ocea 
completely  Usurped  by  it,  all  commerce  forbidden,  and  evei 
driven  from  it,  or  subjected  to  capture  and  condemnation, 
did  not  subserve  the  policy  of  the  British  government  by  i 
it  a  tribute  and  sailing  under  its  sanction.  From  this  pen< 
United  States  have  incurred  the  heaviest  losses  and  most  i 
fying  humiliations.  They  have  borne  the  calamities  of  war 
out  retorting  them  on  its  authors. 

So  far  your  committee  has  presented  to  the  view  of  the 
the  aggressions  which  have  been  committed  under  the  aut 
df  theBritish  government  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  $ 
We  will  now  proceed  to  other  wronss,  which  have  been  still 
severely  felt  Among  these  is  the  impressment  of  our  sear 
practice  which  has  been  unceasingly  maintained  by  Great  I 
m  the  wars  to  which  she  has  been  a  party  since  our  revol 
Tour  committee  cannot  convey,  in  adequate  terms,  the  deep 
lirhich  they  entertain  of  the  injustice  and  oppression  of  thi 
ceeding.  Under  the  pretext  of  impressing  British  seame: 
fellow-citizens  are  seized  in  British  ports,  on  the  high  sea 
in  every  other  Quarter  to  which  the  British  power  extenc 
taken  on  board  British  men  of  war  and  com{)e11ed  to  serve 
as  British  subjects.  In  this  mode  our  citizens  are  wai 
snatched  from  their  country  and  their  families,  deprived  o 
liberty  and  doomed  to  an  iffnominious  and  slavish  bondage 
pelled  to  fight  the  battles  of  a  foreign  country,  and  often  to 
in  them.  Our  flag  has  given  them  no  protection ;  it  has 
unceasingly  violated,  and  our  vessels  exposed  to  danger  I 
loss  of  the  men  taken  from  them.  Your  committee  need  r 
mark,  that  while  this  practice  is  continued,  it  is  impossib 
the  United  States  to  consider  themselves  an  independent  n 
Every  new  case  is  a  new  proof  of  their  degradation.  Its  co 
ance  is  the  more  unjustifiable,  because  tlie  United  States 
repeatedly  proposed  to  the  British  government  an  arrangi 
which  would  secure  to  it  the  controul  of  its  own  people, 
exemption  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  this  d< 
ing  oppression,  and  their  flag  from  violation,  is  all  tliat  thej 
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Tliis  lawless  waste  of  our  trade,  and  equally  unlawfu 
pressment  of  our  seamen,  have  been  much  ag^avated  b 
insults  and  indignities  attending  them.  Under  the  pretc 
blockading  the  harbours  of  France  and  her  allies,  British  s 
rons  have  been  stationed  on  our  own  coast,  to  watch  and  i 
our  own  trade.  To  give  effect  to  the  blockade  of  European 
the  ports  and  harbours  of  the  United  States  have  been  block 
In  executing  these  orders  of  the  British  government,  or  in 
ing  the  spirit  which  was  known  to  animate  it,  the  comma 
of  these  squadrons  have  encroached  on  our  jurisdiction,  s 
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ourvesseU,  and  carried  into  effect  impressments  within  our 
limits,  and  done  other  acts  of  great  injustice,  violence  and  op- 
pression.   The  United  States  have  seen,  with  mingled  indigna- 
tion and  surprise,  that  these  acts,  instead  of  procuring  to  the 
perpetrators    the  punishment  due  to  unauthorized  crimes,  have 
not  filled  to  recommend  tliem  to  the  favour  of  their  government. 
Whether  the  British  government  has  contributed  by  active 
measures  to  excite  against  us  tlie  hostility  of  the  savage  tribes 
on  oar  frontiers,  jour  committee  are  not  disposed  to  occupy 
much  time  in  investigating.  Certain  indications  of  general  notO' 
tktj  may  supply  the  place  of  authentic  documents ;  though 
tliese  have  not  been  wanting  to  establish  the  fact,  in  some  in- 
stances.   It  is  known  that  symptoms  of  British  hostility  towards 
the  United  States  have  never  failed  to  produce  corresponding 
symptoms  among  those  tribes.  It  is  also  well  known,  that  on  au 
nch  occasions,  abundant  supplies  of  tlie  ordinary  munitions  of 
^^  have  been  afforded  by  tne  agents  of  British  commercial 
companies,  and   even  from  British  garrisons,  wherewith  tliey 
were  enabled  to  commence  that  system  of  savage  warfare  on  our 
^tiers,  which  has  been  at  all  times  indiscriminate  in  its  effect, 
^  all  ages,  sexes,  and  conditions,  and  so  revolting  to  humanity. 
Your  committee  would  be  much  gratified  if  they  could  close 
'^i^  the  detail   of  British  wrongs ;  but  it  is  their  duty  to 
^te  another  act  of  still  greater  malignity,  than  any  of  those 
jfcich  have  been  already  brought  to  your  view.    The  attempt  to 
l^member  our  union  and  overtlirow  our  excellent  constitution, 
V  ^  secret  mission,  the  object  of  which  was  to  foment  discontents 
^i  excite  insurrection  aeainst  the  constituted  authorities  and 
ftwg  of  the  nation,  as  lately  disclosed  by  the  agent  employed  in 
^  jMRirds  full  proof  that  there  is  no  bound  to  the  hostility  of  the 
"rttish  government  towards  the  United  States— no  act,  however 
^^justifiable,  which  it  would  not  commit  to  accomplish  their 
"^U.    This  attempt  excites  the  greater  horror  from  the  consi- 
^^^tion  that  it  was  made  while  the  United  States  and  Great 
retain  were  at  peace,  and  an  amicable  negotiation  was  depend- 
1^   between  them,  for  the  accommodation  of  their  differences, 
^I'ough  public  ministers  regularlv  authorized  for  the  purpose. 

Tlie  United  States  have  behela,  with  unexampled  forbearance, 
"^^9  continued  series  of  hostile  encroachments  on  their  rights 
•**^  interests,  in  the  hope,  that,  yieldinjj  to  the  force  of  friendly 
'^Monstrances,  often  repeated,  the  British  government  might 
'^^kpt  a  more  just  policy  towards  tliem  ;  but  that  hope  no  longer 
*^i«ts.  They  have  also  weighed  impartially  the  reasons  which 
"^Ve  been  urged  by  the  Bntish  government  in  vindication  of 
^Ose  encroachments,  and  found  in  them  neither  justification  nor 
*lKjlogy. 

*Tlie  British  government  has  alleged,  in  vindication  of  the 
•*^ers  in  councu,  that  they  were  resorted  to  as  a  retaliation  on 
^>^mnce,  for  similar  aggressions  committed  by  her  on  our  neutral 
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trade  with  British  dominions.  But  how  has  this  plea  been  sup 
ported  ?  The  dates  of  British  and  French  aggressions  are  wel 
Known  to  the  world.  Their  origin  and  progress  have  been  marker 
widi  too  wide  and  destructive  a  waste  of  the  property  of  oui 
fellow-citizens,  to  have  been  forgotten.  The  decree  of  Berlu 
of  November  21,  1806,  was  the  firat  aggression  of  France  in  thi 
present  war.  Eighteen  months  haa  then  elapsed  aifter  thi 
attack  made  bj  Great  Britain  on  our  neutral  trade  with  th( 
colonies  of  France  and  her  allies,  and  six  months  from  the  dati 
of  the  proclamation  of  May,  1806.  Even  on  the  seventh  oi 
January,  180r,  the  date  of  tne  first  British  order  in  council,  sc 
short  a"  term  had  elapsed,  after  the  Berlin  decree,  that  it  wai 
hardly  possible  that  the  intelligence  of  it  should  have  reached  thi 
United  States.  A  retaliation  which  is  to  produce  its  effect,  bi 
operating  on  a  neutrsd  |>ower,  oudit  not  to  be  resorted  to,  'tif 
the  neutral  had  justified  it  by  a  culpable  acquiescence  in  the  un 
lawful  act  of  the  other  belligerant  It  ought  to  be  delayed  unti' 
after  sufficient  time  had  been  allowed  to  the  neutral  to  remon 
atrate  against  the  measures  complained  of,  to  receive  an  answei 
and  to  act  on  it,  which  had  not  been  done  in  the  present  instance 
and  when  the  order  of  November  11,  was  issued,  it  is  wel 
known  that  a  minister  of  France  had  declared  to  the  ministei 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  that  it  was  no 
intended  that  the  decree  of  Berlin  should  apply  to  the  Unitei 
States.  Itis  equally  well  known,  that  no  American  vessel  had  thei 
been  condemned  under  it,  or  seizure  been  made,  with  whid 
the  British  government  was  acquainted.  The  facts  prove  incon 
testibly,  that  the  measures  of  France,  however  unjustifiable  ii 
themselves,  were  nothing;  more  than  a  pretext  for  those  of  Eng 
land.  And  of  the  insumciency  of  that  pretext,  ample  proof  ha 
already  been  afforded  by  the  British  ^vernment  itself,  and  ii 
the  most  in^ressive  form.  Although  it  was  declared  that  tht 
orders  in  council  were  retaliatory  on  France  for  her  decrees,  i 
was  also  declared,  and  in  the  orders  themselves,  that  owing  t 
the  superiority  of  the  British  navy,  by  which  the  fleets  of  Frano 
and  her  allies  were  confined  within  their  own  ports,  the  Frencl 
decrees  were  considered  only  as  empty  threats. 

It  is  no  justification  of  the  wrongs  of  one  power,  that  the  lib 
were  committed  bv  another,  nor  oujght  the  fact,  if  true,  to  hav< 
been  urged  by  either,  as  it  could  afford  no  proof  of  its  love  o 
justice,  of  its  magnanimity,  or  even  of  its  courage.  It  is  mon 
worthy  tlie  ^vemment  of  a  great  nation,  to  relieve  than  to  aasai 
the  injured,  r^or  can  a  repetition  of  the  wrongs  by  another  powei 
repur  the  violated  riglits  or  wounded  honour  of  the  injured  party 
An  utter  inability  alone  to  resist,  would  justify  a  quiet  surrendei 
of  our  riehts,  ana  de^ading  submission  to  the  will  of  others.  Ta 
that  condition  the  United  States  are  not  reduced,  nor  do  they  feai 
it.  That  they  ever  consented  to  discuss  with  either  power  the 
misconduct  of  the  other,  is  a  proof  of  their  love  of  peace,  of  theii 
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modention,  and  of  the  hope  which  they  still  indulged,  that 
IHendlj  appeals  to  just  and  generous  sentiments  would  not  be 
lude  to  tnem  in  vain.  But  the  motive  was  mistaken,  if  their 
forbearance  was  imputed,  either  to  the  want  of  a  just  sensibility 
to  their  wrongs,  or  a  determination,  if  suitable  redress  was  not 
fiMained,  to  resent  them.  The  time  has  now  arrived  when  this 
%j*tem  of  reasoning  must  cease.  It  would  be  insulting  to  repeat 
it*  It  would  be  degrading  to  hear  it.  The  United  States  must 
act  as  an  independent  nation,  and  assert  their  rights  and  avenge 
their  wrmigs,  according  to  their  own  estimate  of  them,  with  the 
party  who  commits  them,  holding  it  responsible  for  its  own 
nisaeeds,  unmitigated  by  those  of  another. 

For  the  difference  madfe  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  by 
fhe  application  of  the  non -importation  act  against  England  only. 
the  motive  has  been  already  too  often  explained,  and  is  too  well 
known  to  reauire  further  illustration.   In  the  commercial  restric- 
tions to  whicn  the  United  States  resorted  as  an  evidence  of  their 
sensilnlity»  and  a  mild  retaliation  of  their  wrongs,  they  invariably 
placed  both  powers  on  the  same  footing,  holding  out  to  each  in 
respect  to  itself,  the  same  accommodation,  in  case  it  accepted  the 
condition  offered,  and  in  respect  to' the  other,  the  sam^  restraint, 
if  it  refused*  Had  the  British  government  confirmed  the  arrange- 
ment which  was  entered  into  with  the  British  minister  in  1809* 
and  France  maintained  her  decrees  with  France  would  the 
fJnited  States  have  had  to  resist,  with  the  firmness  belonging  to 
their  character^  the  continued  violation  of  their  rights.    The 
cosnmittee  do  not  hesitate  lo  declare  that  France  has  jgreatly  in- 
jured the  United  States,  and  that  satisfactory  reparation  has  not 
jet  been  made  for  many  of  those  injuries.    But  that  is  a  concern 
^rhich  the  United  States  will  look  to  and  settle  for  themselves. 
Tliehi^  character  of  the  American  people,  is  a  sufficient  pledge 
to  the  world,  that  they  will  not  fail  to  settie  it,  on  conditions 
'irliich  tiiey  have  a  right  to  claim 

More  recendy  the  true  policy  of  the   British  government 
towards  the  United  States  has  been  completely  unfolded.    It 
Jmm  been  publicly  declared  by  those  in  power  that  the  orders  in 
*6o«ncil  dionld  not  be  repealeji  until  the  French  government  had 
re^woked  all  its  internal  restraints  on  the  British  commerce,  and 
that  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  France  and  her  allies, 
shoald  be  prohibited  until  Great  Britain  was  allowed  to  trade  with 
then.    By  this  declaration  it  appears,  that  to  satisfy  the  preten- 
fliiNis  of  the  British  government,  the  United  States  must  join 
Great  Britain  in  the  war  with  France,  and  prosecute  the  war, 
«ntil  France  should  be  subdued,  for  without  her  subjugation,  it 
wrert  in  vain  to  presume  on  such  a  concession.    The  hostility  of 
the  British  government  to  these  states  has  been  still  further  dis- 
closed.   It  has  been  made  manifest  that  the  United  States  are 
eonndered  by  it  as  the  commercial  rital  of  Great  Britain,  and  that 
flieir  pro^rity  and  growth  are  incompatible  mth  her  welfare. 
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When  all  these  circumstances  are  taken  into  consideratiu 
it  is  impossible  for  your  committee  to  doubt  the  motives  whic 
have  governed  the  British  ministry  in  ail  its  measures  towan 
the  United  States  since  the  year  1805.  Kquallj  is  it  impossib 
io  doubt,  loneer,  the  course  which  the  United  States  ought  i 
pursue  towards  Great  Britain. 

From  this  view  of  the  multiplied  wrongs  of  the  British  goven 
ment  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  it  must  t 
evident  to  the  impartial  world,  that  the  contest  which  is  no 
forced  on  the  United  States,  is  radically  a  contest  for  the: 
sovereignty  and  independence.  Your  committee  will  not  enlar§ 
on  any  of  the  injuries,  however  great,  which  have  had  a  transitor 
effect.  They  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  those 'of 
permanent  nature  only,  which  intrench  so  deeply  cm  our  most  in 
portant  rights,  and  wound  so  extensively  and  vitally  our  best  ii 
terests,  as  could  not  fail  to  deprive  the  United  States  of  the  princi 
pal  advantages  of  their  revolution,  if  submitted  to.  The  controuh 
our  commerce  by  Great  Britain,  in  regulating  at  pleasure  and  ei 
polling  it  almost  from  the  ocean ;  the  oppressive  manner  in  whic 
these  regulations  have  been  carried  into  effect,  by  seizing  and,  cor 
fiscatin^  such  of  our  vessels  with  their  cargoes,  as  M'ere  said  i 
have  violated  her  edicts,  often  without  previous  warning  < 
their  danger ;  the  impressment  of  our  citizens  from  on  b^ar 
our  own  vessels,  on  the  hish  seas,  and  elsewhere,  and  hold 
ing  them  in  bondage  until  it  suited  the  convenience  of  thei 
oppressors  to  deliver  them  up,  are  encroachments  of  that  hig 
and  dangerous  tendency  which  could  not  fail  to  produce  tin 
pernicious  effect,  nor  would  these  be  the  only  consequences  tha 
would  result  from  it.  The  British  government  might,  for 
while,  be  satisfied  vrith  the  ascendency  thus  gained  over  us,  bii 
its  pretensions  would  soon  increase.  The  proof,  whicli  so  con 
plete  and  disgraceful  a  submission  to  its  authority  would  affor 
of  our  degeneracy,  could  not  fail  to  inspire  confidence  that  thei 
was  no  limit  to  which  its  usurpations  and  our  degradation  migl 
)iot  be  carried. 

Your  committee  believing  that  the  free  bom  sons  of  Americ 
are  worthy  to  enjoy  the  liberty  which  their  fathers  purchased  a 
the  price  of  so  much  blood  and  treasure,  and  seeing,  in  the  mei 
aures  adopted  by  Great  Britain,  a  course  commenced  and  persisi 
ed  in,  which  must  lead  to  a  loss  of  national  character  an 
independence,  feel  no  hesitation  in  advising  resistance  b 
force,  in  which  the  Americans  of  the  present  day,  will  prove  i 
the  enemy  and  to  the  world,  that  we  have  not  only  inhented  thi 
liberty  wnich  our  fathers  gave  us,  but  also  the  will  and  powe 
to  maintain  it  Relying  on  the  patriotism  of  the  nation,  an 
confidently  trusting  that  the  Lora  of  Hosts  will  go  witli  us  i 
battle  in  a  righteous  cause,  and  crown  our  efforts  with  succeaa- 
your  committee  recommend  an  immediate  appeal  to  arms. 
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AN  ACT, 

Ikdaring  War  between  the  United  Kingdom  of  Qreat  Britain 
and  Ireland  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  the  United  States 
ofAmei*ica  and  their  territories. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 

the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  War 

be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  exist  between  the  United 

Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  dependencies 

thereof,  and  the  United  States  of  America  and  their  territories ; 

and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby 

authorized  to  use  the  whole  land  and  naval  force  of  the  United 

States  to  carry  the  same  into  efifect,  and  to  issue  to  private  armed 

vessels  of  the  United  States  comntissions  or  letters  of  marque 

and  general  reprisal,  in  such  form  as  he  shall  think  proper,  and 

under  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  against  the  vessels,  goods 

and  effects  of  the  government  of  the  same  United  Kingdom  of 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  subjects  thereof. 

June  18, 1812. 

Approved, 

JAMES  MADISON. 


€?tt  the  passage  of  the  preceding  Act,  the  vote,  in  the  House  of 

Representatives  was  as  follows,  viz. 

IN  THE  AFFIRMATIVE. 


^em-HoK^hire — Samuel  DinBmoor, 
Obed  Hall,  J<^m  A.  Harper,    3. 

MkuHichu9^u — ^Francis  Carr,  Isaiah 
I^  Green,  WHliam  M.  Richardson,  Eb- 
cnezer  Searer,  Charlea  IXixner,  jun. 
'WilbunWidgeiy,    6. 

Connecticut — ^None . 

Vermonl — James  Fisk,  Saml.  Shaw, 
IfilGam  Strong,    3. 

^'n^-Tm-k — Daniel  Avery,  Benja- 
nun  Pond,  Ebenezer  Sage,    3. 

JSlew-Jenetf — ^Lewis  Condict,  James 
^torgaui,    2. 

I*eftn9yh€tma — ^William  Anderson, 
Hm^-id  Bard,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  William  Find- 
ley,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Joseph  Lcfevre,  Aaron  Lyle, 
William  Piper,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Adam  Scvbert,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  RoWrt  Whitehill,     16. 

Delaware— Sonft, 

Alaryland — Stevenson  Archer,  Jo- 
seph Kent,  Peter  Little,  Alexr.  M*Rim, 
SamL  Ringgold,  Robt.  Wright,    6. 
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Vir^nia—BurwefX  Bassett,  William 
A.  Burwell,  John  Clopton,  John 
Dawson,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Aylett  jHawes,  William 
M*Coy,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
ton,  James  Pleasants,  jr.  John  Roane, 
John  Smith,  John  Taliaferro,     14. 

JVorth' Carolina — Willi*  Alston,  jr. 
William  Blackledge,  James  Cochran, 
William  R.  King,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Israel  Pickens,     6. 

South- Cat-oUna—Wm.  Butler,  John 
C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Elias 
E^rle,  W'dliam  Lowndes,  Thomas 
Moore,  David  R.  Williams,  Richard 
Winn,     8. 

G^or^a— William  W.  Bibb,  Boi- 
ling Hall,  George  M.  Troup,    3. 

Keniucht/— Joseph  Desha,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Samuel  M*Kee,  Anthony 
New,  Stephen  Ormsby,    5. 

Tennestee^TcMx  Grundy,  John  Rhea, 
John  Sevier,    3. 

OA/o— Jeremiah  Morrow,    I. 

Yeas,  ^9. 
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IN  THE  NEGATIVE. 


Mw  Ban^^re-^osiah  Baitlett, 
George  Sullivan,    2 

JMbMOcAuMttr-Elijah  Brighun»  Wm. 

Ely,  Josah  Quincy, Reed,  Samuel 

Taggart,  Peleg  Tallman,  Laban  Whea- 
toiiy  Leonard  White,    8. 

Mode  it/oiM^Richard  Jackaon,  jr. 
Efiflha  R  Potter,    2. 

Connecticut — Epaphroditus  Cham- 
^on,  John  Davenport,  jr.  Lyman  Law, 
Jonathan  O.Moseley,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Benjamm  Tall- 
BMdge,    7. 

Fisnnofi^— Martin  Chittenden,  1. 
JV<fw  York — ^Hermanua  Bleeker, 
Tikomas  B.  Cooke,  James  Emot,  Asa 
THch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Arunah  Met- 
cal^  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  Thomas  8am- 
nons,  Silas  Stow,  Uriah  Tracy,  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt,  jr.    11. 

JWw  Jeney — Adam  B<>yd,  Jacob 
Hufty,  George  C.  MaxweU,  Thomas 
NewMd,    4. 


Penruvlvatda^^sjnes  Milnor,  Wil- 
ham  Rodman,    2. 

■Ztefawore^  Henry  M.  Ridgcly,     1 . 

Maryland — Chanes  Goldsborougli, 
Philip  B.  Key,  PhiUp  Stuart,    3. 

Virginia — John  Badcer,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Joseph  Le>»is,  jr.  John  Ran- 
dolpl^  Thomas  Wilson,    5. 

J^orth  Coro&'nfl-Archibald  M^ride, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Richard  Stanford,    3. 

South  Carolina — ^None. 

Georgia — ^None . 

Kentucky — None. 

TennesMce — ^Nonc . 

0/b'o— None. 


Yeas, 
Nats, 


Majority  for  War, 


79 
49 
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IN  THE  SENATE. 


YEAS. 


JVbv  Afi^Atrp— Charles  Cutts, 

JMiMKicAufettr— Joseph  B.  Vamumy 

r«nnofil-^onathan  RobinBon, 

JVWv  Forib-^ohn  Smith, 

JV4»v  Jarwy— John  ConfUt, 

Penmyhama — Andrew    Gregg,    Mi- 
chael Leib, 

Maryland — Samuel  Smithy 

Fff^^mo— Richard  Brent,  William  B. 
GUes, 

•V^ftA  Corolma— Jesse  Franklin, 
James  Turner, 

SotUh  CaroUnor^chn  GaiDaid,  John 
Taylor, 

GeM^ia— Wm.  H.  Crawford,  Charles 
Tait, 

JTeiKiiciby— -George  M.  Bibb, 

7\mfi0fie0^^oseph  Andenon,  George 
W.  Campbell. 


NAYS. 


AVw  Hampohire — ^Nicholas  Gilman, 
Ma99achu9ett9—-i9nies  Lloyd, 
Connecticut — Saml.  W.  Dana,  Chaun- 

cey  Goodrich, 
Rhode  lelofid — Jeremiah  B.  HoweU  1 

William  Hunter, 
JV4?w  York — Obadiah  German, 
JVWp  Jertey — John  Lambert, 
Deknoare — James  A.  Bayard,  Outeia 

bridge  Horsey, 
Maryland — Philip  Reed, 
Kentucky — John  Pope, 
Ohio — Thomas  Woithington. 


Ybas, 

Nats, 


19 
13 


Majority  for  War, 
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DECLARATION  OP  WAR  ANNOUNCED. 


BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whi^eas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the 
constituted  authority  vested  in  them,  have  decided  by  their  act^ 
bearine  date  the  eiditeenth  day  of  ^e  present  month,  that  war 
exists  between  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  the  United  States  of  America 
and  their  territories :  Now  therefore,  I,  James  Madison,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  proclaim  the 
same  to  all  whom  it  may  concern ;  and  I  do  especiaUy  enjoin  on 
all  persons  holding  offices,  civil  or  military,  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  that  they  be  vigilant  and  zealous  in  dis- 
charging the  duties  respectively  incident  thereto ;  and  I  do  more- 
over exhort  all  the  good  people  of  the  United  States,  as  they  love 
their  country ;  as  mey  value  the  precious  heritage  derived  from 
die  virtue  and  valor  of  their  fathers;  as  they  feel  the  wrongs 
nrhich  have  forced  on  them  the  last  resort  of  injured  nations ; 
and  as  they  consult  the  best  means,  under  the  blessings  of  Divine 
Providence,  of  abridging  its  calamities ;  that  they  exert  them- 
selves in  preserving  order,  in  promoting  concord,  m  maintaining 
the  authority  and  the  efficacy  of  the  laws,  and  in  supporting  ana 
invigorating  all  the  measures  which  may  be  adopted  by  the  con- 
stituted autiiorities,  for  obtaining  a  speedy,  a  just,  and  an  honour- 
able peace. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
to  be  affixed  to  these  presents.  Done  at  the  city 
of  Washington,  the  nineteenth  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States  the  thirty- 
sixth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President^ 

JAMES  MONROE, 

Secretary  of  State. 


OFFICIAL 


BLACK  ROCK,  June  28,  X812. 
%VBL, 

THERE  is  eyerj  reason  to  believe  that  the  British  meditate 
m  attack  on  Fort  Niagara,  and  that  it  may  be  attempted  within 
twenty-foar  hours  from  this  time.  If  thej  once  pass  the  river 
It  b  impossible  to  saj  how  far  they  may  proceed.  Under  these 
▼try  urgent  circumstances,  I  despatch  an  express  to  request  that 
jott  wiU  immediately  march  the  men  under  your  command  to  our 
Mstince.  Although  you  maj  not  have  received  orders  autho- 
'lungyou  to  comply  with  this  request,  I  am  persuaded  the  oc- 
^on  will  justify  you,  as  your  men  can  be  of  no  possible  use 
tt  Canandaigua,  or  any  other  place  along  the  south  shore  ot 
^  lake,  and  are  undoubtedly  intended,  ultimately,,  for  this 
I^^ce.  Bring  with  you  all  the  arms  and  ammunition  in  the 
^^Asudaigua  arsenal. 

In  great  haste,  yours  respectfully, 

PETSR  B.  PORTER,  q.  M.  G. 

of  the  State  of  JWtr-  Fork. 


■^.  Iftilbny,  cammaiwlingat  Caiumdftigua. 


^J^jor  Genend  Hall  addrened  Major  MuDany  by  the  same  conTeyanee^ 
jr°  59QaI]y  urgent,  with  an  aasurance  that  the  people  wouM  bear  him  haim* 
^J^  ^e  erent  of  his  beinf  censurcd  by  the  gorcmment  for  inarching  for 
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CANANDAIGUA,  June  29, 18 

9  o'clock  ^ 

SIR, 

I  avul  myself  of  the  same  express  which  conveyed  i 
letter  of  fi;eneral  Porter  and  yours  of  yesterday,  to  infor: 
that  I  will  not  hesitate  in  assuming  the  responsibility  of  ma 
for  the  defence  and  protection  of  the  Niagara  frontier  um 
isting  circumstances ;  should  I  be  fortunate  in  preven 
repeiline  invasion,  and  inspiring  our  frontier  settlers  wil 
fidence,  1  shall  feel  well  rewarded. 

It  is  only  two  months  since  I  arrived  in  the  district,  am 
menced  the  recruiting  service,  and  with  the  blessing  of 
dence  I  will  march  by  two  o'clock  to  day,  three  compa 
infantry  and  one  of  artillery,  and  I  trust  I  will  quarte 
them  in  fort  Niagara  on  the  4th  of  July.  Be  pleased  to  ma 
known  to  general  Porter,  and  inform  him  that  tlie  arms  ai 
munition  will  accompany  my  command. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JS.  ROBT.  MULLAN 
Major  U,  S.  Infc 

To  Major  Genl.  Hall,  Batavia. 


BY  WILUAM  HULL, 

Brigadier  general  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  ^orth-v 

army  of  the  United  States. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

InHABITAMTS  OT  CANADA  ! 

After  thirty  years  of  peace  and  prosperity,  the  United 
have  been  dnven  to  arms.  The  injuries  and  aggressions,  i 
tsults  and  indignities  of  Great  Britain,  have  once  more  lef 
QO  alternative  but  manly  resistance  or  unconditional  subro 
The  army  under  my  command  has  invaded  your  country,  a 
standard  of  union  now  waves  over  the  territory  of  Canada 
the  peaceable,  unoS*ending inhabitant,  it  brings  neither  dang 
difficulty.  I  come  to  find  enemies,  not  to  make  them ;  I  c* 
protect,  not  to  injure  you. 

Separated  by  an  immense  ocean  and  an  extensive  wild 
from  Great  Britain,  you  have  no  participation  in  her  counc 
interest  in  her  conduct;  you  have  felt  her  tyranny,  you  hav 
her  injustice,  but  I  do  not  ask  you  to  revenge  the  one,  or  to  r 
the  other*  The  United  States  are  sufficiently  powerful  to 
every  ^cmtj  consistent  with  their  rights  and  your  expect 
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[  tender  you  the  invaluable  blessing  of  civil,  political  and  religious 
liberty,  and  their  necessary  result,  individual  and  general  prospe- 
n'ty.  '  That  liberty  which  gave  decision  to  our  councils  and  en- 
ergy to  our  conduct,  in  a  struggle  for  independence,  and  which 
conducted  us  safe  and  triumpnantly  through  the  stormy  period 
of  the  revolution.  That  liberty  which  has  raised  us  to  an  elevated 
nmk  among  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  which  afforded  us  a 
greater  measure  of  peace  and  security,  of  wealth  and  improve- 
ment, than  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  anv  country. 

In  the  name  of  my  country,  and  by  the  authority  of  govern- 
ment, I  promise  you  protection  to  your  persons,  property  and 
rights ;  remain  at  your  homes,  pursue  your  peaceful  and  customary 
avocations,  raise  not  your  hands  against  your  brethren.     Many 
ofvoar  fathers  fought  for  the  freedom  and  independence  we  now 
enjoy.    Being  children,  therefore,  of  the  same  family  with  us,  and 
heirs  to  the  same  heritage,  the  arrival  of  an  army  of  friends 
must  be  hailed  by  you  with  a  cordial  welcome.   You  will  be  eman- 
cipated from  tyranny  and  oppression,  and  restored  to  the  dig- 
nified station  of  freemen.    Had  I  any  doubt  of  eventual  success, 
I  might  ask  your  assistance,  but  I  do  not.     I  come  prepared  for 
every  contingency.     I  have  a  force  which  will  look  down  all  op- 
position.    And  that  force  is  but  the  van-guard  of  a  much  greater. 
If,  contrary  to  your  own  interest  and  the  just  expectation  of  my 
country,  you  should  take  part  in  the  approaching  contest,  you 
wjli  be  considered  and  treated  as  enemies,  and  the  horrors  and 
calamities  of  war  will  stalk  before  you.    If  the  barbarous  and 
savage  policy  of  Great  Britain  be  pursued,  and  the  savages  be  let 
loose  to  murder  our  citizens,  and  butcher  our  women  and  children, 
this  war  will  be  a  war  of  extermination.    The  first  stroke  of  the 
tomahawk,  the  first  attempt  with  tlie  scalping  knife,  will  be  the 
signal  of  one  indiscriminate  scene  of  desolation     No  white  man 
ibund  fighting  by  the  side  of  an  Indian  will  be  taken  prisoner ; 
instant  destruction  will  be  his  lot.    If  the  dictates  of  reason, 
duty,  justice  and  humanity,  cannot  prevent  the  employment  of  a 
force  which  respects  no  rights,  ana  knows  no  wrong,  it  will  be 
prevented  by  a  severe  and  relentless  system  of  retaliation.     I 
donbt  not  your  courage^  and  firmness.    1  will  not  doubt  your  at- 
tachment to  liberty.    The  United  States  offer  you  peace,  liberty 
aad  security — your  choice  lies  between  these  and  war,  slavery 
aDfl  destruction.    Choose  then,  but  choose  wisely;  and  may  He 
who  knows  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  who  holds  in  his  hands 
the  fate  of  nations,  guide  you  to  a  result  the  most  compatible 
with  your  rights  and  interests,  your  peace  and  happiness. 

By  the  General, 

A.  P.  HULL, 

Captain  of  the  13/A  U*  S,  re^.  of  Infantvf/  and  Aid  de-camp, 

HEAD  QUARTERS, 

Sandmc/h  July  12, 1812. 


WILKINSON'S  GENERAL  OBBER. 

HEAD41UABTER8,  NEW^RLEANS,  July  15, 1 

Brigadier  (General  Wilkinson  resumes  his  command  o 
district  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  eventful  moment  in  which  he  enters  on  the  ardaoni 
critical  duties  of  his  station,  will,  he  trusts,  justify  the  devi 
from  ordinary  rule,  when  he  appeals  to  the  pride,  the  spirit,  ho 
zeal  and  patriotism  of  those  who  may  be  placed  under  his  oi 

After- a  series  of  lon^  continued  aggressions,  which  the  lo 
peace  only  could  have  induced  the  .Mnerican  people  to  tole 
after  reiterated  wrongs  without  remedy  or  relief;  after  h; 
drained  the  cup  of  conciliation  to  its  very  dregs  ;  the  go 
ment  of  the  United  States  of  America  have  been  driven  i 
last  appeal  of  nations  in  support  of  its  independence,  ai 
assert  those  inalienable  rishts  which  are  derived  from  Gw 
nature.  Tie  patience  and  forbearance  which  have  marke 
course  of  the  public  councils  furnish  the  strongest  assurao 
the  finnness  and  inflexibility  with  which  that  course  wi 
maintained  until  its  ol]jects  are  accomplished. 

The  crisis  is  imperative,  and  the  call  to  arms  must 
animate  every  citizen  and  every  soldier.  But  we  owe  still 
to  the  public  service  and  the  common  safety  of  our  bel 
country.  Let  political  feuds  and  personal  animosities  be  b 
at  the  shrine  ot  patriotism,  and  let  our  only  contest  be  for 
aonal  glory  and  the  national  weal. 

The  respect  in  which  the  general  holds  his  own  humble  : 
presents  to  his  subordinates  a  safe  guarantee  for  tlie  justici 
impartiality  of  the  commander  in  £e  exercise  of  his  funct 
and  wlule  be  requires  from  his  officers  a  candid  and  mani 
operation  for  the  support  of  those  principles  of  subordin 
and  discipline,  without  which  military  bodies  become  worse 
useless,  while  he  demands  from  them  harmony,  zeal,  discn 
constancy,  valour,  as  the  best  security  for  personal  repute 
efficient  service.  Considerations  of  delicacy  require  thi 
should  draw  an  impenetrable  veil  over  the  scenes  which 
ensued  during  his  absence ;  and  he  pledges  himself  to  make 
handed  justice  the  rule  of  his  conduct,  rewarding  merit  a 
ding  to  its  worth,  and  awarding  punishments  with  inflexibl 
gour  when  the  laws  may  impose  them. 


SANDMICH,  UPPER  CANADA,  July  17,  li 
SIR. 

In  conformity  with  your  instructions,  I  proceeded  n 
detachment  of  9B0  men,  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  advj 
posts,    yi't  found  them  in  possession  of  a  bridge  over  the 
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Cinif,  at  the  distance  of  four  miles  from  Maiden.    After  ex« 
tmioine  their  position,  T  left  one  company  of  riliemen,  to  conceal 
tbemselTea  near  the  bridge,  and  upon  our  appearance  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  to  commence  firing,  in  order  to  divert 
their  attention,  and  to  throw  them  into  confusion.    I  then  pro- 
eeeded  with  the  remainder  of  the  force  about  five  miles,  to  a 
lord  over  the  Canas,  and  down  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  river. 
Aboat  aun-set  we  arrived  within  sight  of  the  enemy.    Being 
entirely  destitute  of  guides,  we  marched  too  near  the  bank  ot 
4ie  river,  and  found  our  progress  checked  by  a  creek,  wliich  was 
flien  impassable.    We  were  then  compelled  to  march  up  a  mile» 
ID  order  to  effect  a  passage  over  the  creek.  This  gave  the  enemy 
time  to  make  their  arrangements,  and  prepare  for  their  defence. 
On  coming  down  the  creek  we  found  them  formed ;  they  com- 
menced a  distant  fire  of  musketry.    The  riflemen  of  the  detach* 
■tent  were  formed  upon  the  wings,  and  the  two  companies  of 
infantry  in  the  centre.    The   men  moved  on  with  great  spirit 
and  alacrity.     After  the  first  discharge  the  British  retreated— 
we  continued  advancing.    Three  times  they  formed,  and   as 
^ten  retreated.    We  drove  them  about  half  a  mile,  when  it  be- 
came so  dark  that  we  were  obliged  to  relinquish  the  pursuit. 
XiMTo  privates  in  the  41st  regiment  were  wounded  and  taken 
prisoners.     We  learn  from  deserters,  that  nine  or  ten  were 
"vrounded,  and  some  killed.    We  could  gain  no  precise  infor- 
Biation  of  the  number  opposed  to  us.    It  consisted  of  a  considu..- 
able  detachment  from  the  41st  regiment,  some  militia,  and  a 
bcnly  of  Indians.   The  guard  at  the  bridge  consisted  of  fifty  men. 
Our  riflemen  stationed  on  this  side  the  Canas,  discoverefd  the 
enemy  reinforcing  them  during  the  whole  afternoon.    There  is 
no  doubt  but  their  nuq^ber  considerably  exceeded  ours.    Lieu* 
tenant  colonel  Miller  conducted  in  the  most  spirited  and  able 
manner.    I  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  conduct 
•f  the  whole  detachment. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

LEWIS  CASS, 
CoL  Sd  reg.  0.  vol, 

Ezcelleiicy  Brigadier  General  Hull. 


British  account  of  the  capture  of  Fort  Michilimackinac, 

MACKINAC,  18th  July,  1812. 

DEAR  SIR, 

I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  announce  to  you 
that  Mackinac  capitulated  to  us  on  the  I5th  instant,  at  11 
o'clock,  A.  M.  Captain  Roberts  at  our  head,  with  a  part  of  the 
10th  B.  V.  battalion.     Mr.  Crawford  had  the  command  of  the 

5 


34 

Canadians,  which  consisted  of  about  SOO  men ;  Mr.  Dickensoi 
143  Sioux,  Forlavians,  and  Winebagoes  ;  and  myself  about  28( 
men,  Attawas  and  Chippewas,  part  of  Attawas  of  L^harb  Crochi 
had  not  arrived.  It  was  a  fortunate  circumstance,  the  fort  capi< 
tnlated  without  firing  a  single  gun,  for  had  thej  done  so,  Ifirndi 
believe  not  a  soul  of  them  would  have  been  saved.*  Mj  son 
Charles  Longdale,  Augustin  Nolin,  and  MachelloBadotte,  jr.havc 
rendered  me  ereat  service  in  keeping  the  Indians  in  order,  and 
in  executing,  from  time  to  time,  such  commands  as  were  deliver* 
ed  by  the  commanding  officer.  I  never  saw  so  determined  a  id 
of  people  as  the  Chippewas  and  Attawas. 

since  the  capitulation  thej  have  not  drank  a  single  drop  tf 
liquor,  nor  even  killed  a  fowl  belonging  to  any  person,  (a  thiof 
never  known  before)  for  they  generally  destroy  every  thing  the 
meet  with* 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  ASKIN,  Jun. 
Store  keeper^s  Deprk 

The  hon.  col.  W.  CUus,  tuc.  Fort  George. 


DETROIT,  4th  August,  1813. 

I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  acquaint  your  excellezK 
of  the  surrender  of  the  ^rrison  of  Michilimackmac,  under  n 
command,  to  his  Britannic  majesty's  forces  under  the  commsc 
of  captun  Charles  Roberts,  on  the  17th  ultimo,  the  particulars  « 
which  are  as  follows : — On  the  1 6th,  I  was  informed  oy  the  India 
interpreter,  that  he  had  discovered  from  an  Indian  that  the  severfl 
nations  of  Indians  then  at  St.  Joseph,  (a  British  garrison,  distant 
about  forty  miles)  intended  to  make  an  immediate  attack  oi 
Michilimackinac.  I  was  inclined,  from  the  coolness  I  had  dis^ 
covered  in  some  of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Ottawa  and  Chip* 
pewa  nations,  who  had  but  a  few  days  before  professed  the  greatest 
niendship  for  the  United  States,  to  place  confidence  in  this  re- 
port. I  immediatel;^  called  a  meeting  of  the  American  gentlemei 
at  that  time  on  the  island,  in  which  it  was  thought  proper  to  des- 
patch a  confidential  person  to  St.  Joseph  to  watch  the  motions  ol 
the  Indians.  Captain  Daurman,  of  the  militia,  was  thought  the 
most  suitable  for  this  service.  He  embarked  about  sun -set,  anJ 
met  the  British  forces  within  ten  or  fifteen  miles  of  the  island,  bj 
whom  he  was  made  prisoner  and  put  on  his  parole  of  honor.  H< 
was  landed  on  the  island  at  day -break,  with  positive  directioni 
to  give  me  no  intelligence  whatever.  He  was  also  instnitted  tc 
take  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  indiscriminately  to  a  place  on 
the  west  side  of  the  island,  where  their  persons  and  property 

*  Britiih  magnanimity. 
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ihxild  be  protected  bj  a  British  ^ard ;  but  should  the j  go  to  the 
fcrt,  thej  would  be  subject  to  a  general  massacre  bj  the  savages, 
which  would  be  inevitable  if  the  garrison  fired  a  gun.    This  in- 
formation I  received  from  doctor  Day,  who  was  passing  through 
tte  village  when  every  person  was  fl  jing  for  refuge  to  the  enemj. 
Immediately  on  being  informed  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  I 
jilaced  ammunition,  &c.  in  the  block -houses ;  ordered  every  gun 
diarged,  and  made  every  preparation  for  action.    About  9  o'clock 
I  could  discover  that  the  enemy  were  in  possession  of  the  heights 
that  commanded  the  fort,  and  one  piece  of  their  artillery  directed 
to  the  most  defenceless  part  of  the  garrison.    The  Indians  at  this 
time  were  to  be  seen  in  great  numbers  in  the  edge  of  the  woods. 
At  half  past  1 1  o'clock,  the  enemy  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  de- 
manding a  surrender  of  the  fort  and  island  to  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty's forces.    This,  sir,  was  the  first  information  I  had  of  the 
declaration  of  war ;  I,  however,  had  anticipated  it,  and  was  as 
well  prepared  to  meet  such  an  event  as  1  possibly  could  have 
been  with  the  force  under  my  command,  amounting  to  57  effective 
men,  including  officers.    Three  American  gentlemen,  who  were 
prisoners,   were  permitted  to  accompany  uie  flag:  from  them  I 
ascertained  the  strength  of  the  enemy  to  be  from  nine  hundred 
to  one  thousand  strong,  consisting  of  regular  troops,  Canadians 
and  savages ;  that  they  had  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  were 
provided  with  ladders  and  ropes  for  the  purpose  of  scaling  the 
urorks  if  necessary.     After  I  had  obtained  this  information,  I 
consulted  my  officers  and  also  the  American  gentlemen  present, 
who  were  very  intelligent  men;  the  result  of  which  was,  that  it 
was  impossible  for  the  garrison  to  hold  out  against  such  a  superior 
tarte.    In  this  opinion  I  fully  concurred,  from  the  conviction  that 
it  was  the  only  measure  that  could  prevent  a  general  massacre* 
Tlie  fort  and  garrison  were  accordingly  surrendered. 

The  enclosed  papers  exhibit  copies  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  officer  commanding  the  British  forces  ana  myself,  and 
of  the  articles  of  capitulation.  This  subject  involved  questions 
of  a  peculiar  nature ;  and  1  hope,  sir,  that  my  demands  and  pro- 
tests will  meet  the  approbation  of  my  government.  I  cannot 
allow  this  opportunity  to  escape  without  expressing  my  obligation 
to  doctor  Day  for  the  service  ne  rendered  me  in  conducting  this 
correspondence. 

In  consequence  of  this  unfortunate  affair,  I  beg  leave,  sir,  to 
demand  that  a  court  of  inquiry  may  be  ordered  to  investigate  all 
Ike  facts  connected  with  it ;  and  1  do  further  request,  that  the 
court  may  be  specially  directed  to  express  their  opinion  on  the 
its  of  the  case. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  &c 

P.  HANKS, 
Lieutenant  of  JhiiUeni, 

His  ExceUency  G«n.  Hull, 

Commanding  the  N.  W.  Army, 
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P.  S.  The  following  particulars  relating  to  the  Britiali 
^ere  obtained  after  the  capitulation,  from  a  source  that  i 

of  no  doubt. 

Regular  troops,  46  ('including  4  officers.) 

CanadiAB  MilitiA,  260 


Total,         306 


SAVAGES— Sioux,  56 

Winnebagoe%  48 

Tallesawaina,  39 
Chippewas  and 

OtUwas,  572 


715  Savages, 
306  Whites. 


1021 

It  may  alsovbe  remarked,  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  Chip 
and  Ottawas  joined  the  British  two  days  after  the  capitula 

K  •     J 


SANDWICH,  August  7, 

SIR» 

On  the  4th  instant  major  Van  Horn,  of  colonel  Findla 
giment  of  Ohio  volunteers,  was  detached  from  this  army,  w 
command  of  200  men,  principally  riflemen,  to  proceed 
liver  Raisin,  and  further,  if  necessary,  to  meet  and  rei 
captain  Brush,  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  commanding  a  comp 
Tolunteers,  and  escorting  provisions  for  this  army.    At  d 
to¥m,  a  large  body  of  Indians  had  formed  an  ambuscade,  a 
major's  detachment  received  a  heavy  fire,  at  the  distance  < 
yards  from  the  enemy.    The  whole  detachment  retreated 
order.    Major  Van  Horn  made  every  exertion  to  form,  an 
vent  the  retreat,  that  was  possible  for  a  brave  and  eallant 
but  without  success.    By  the  return  of  killed  and  woun< 
will  be  perceived  that  the  loss  of  officers  was  uncommonly 
Their  efforts  to  rally  their  companions  was  the  occasion  o 

1  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  HU 

Hon.  Wm.  Eustis,  Secretaiy  of  War. 
Killed,  7  officer»-»10  privates; — number  of  wounded  unknown. 

DETROIT,  August  13, 
SIR, 

The  main  body  of  the  army  having  re-crossed  the  river 
troit,  on  the  night  and  morning  of  the  dth  instant,  600  mei 
immediately  detached  under  3ie  command  of  lieutenant  c 
Miller,  to  open  the  communication  to  tiie  river  Raisin 


,„^t  the  provisions  under  the  escort  of  ca]itain.  Bmsh.  This 
itschment  consisted  of  the  4th  United  States'  regiment,  and 
ro  small  detachments  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Stans- 
l>TOjr,  and  ensign  M*Labe  of  the  Ist  regiment,  detachrients 
from  the  Ohio  and  Michigan  volunteers,  a  corps  of  artillerists, 
^i^th  one  six  pounder  and  an  howitzer  under  the  coiumand  of 
lieutenant  Eastman,  and  a  part  of  captains  Snath  and  Sioan's 
cavdrj,  commanded  by  captain  Sloan  of  the  Ohio  volunteers. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Miller  marched  from  Detroit  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  8th  instant,  and  on  the  9th,  about  4  o'clock,  P.  M,  tJie 
^an  guard,  commamled  by  captain  Snelling  of  the  4th  United 
States'  regiment,  was  fired  on  by  an  extensive  line  of  British 
troops  and  Indians  at  the  lower  part  of  the  Magaugo,  about  14 
miles  from  Detroit.  At  this  time  the  main  body  was  marchine  in 
two  columns,  and  captain  Snelling  maintained  his  position  m  a 
most  gallant  manner,  under  a  very  heavy  fire,  until  tlie  line  was 
formed  and  advanced  to  the  ground  he  occupied,  when  the 
whole,  excepting  the  rear  guard,  was  brought  into  action. 

Tlie  enemy  were  formed  behind  a  temporary  breast -work  of 
logs,  the  Indians  extending  in  a  thick  wood  on  their  left.  Lieu- 
ten  imt  colonel  Miller  ordered  his  whole  line  to  advance,  and  when 
wi-tliin  a  small  distance  of  the  enemy  made  a  general  discharge. 
Arkci  proceeded  with  charged  bayonets,  when  the  British  line  and 
lEidians  commenced  a  retreat.  They  were  pursued  in  a  most  vi- 
gorous manner  about  two  miles,  and  the  pursuit  discontinued  only 
oza  account  of  the  fatigue  of  the  troops,  the  approach  of  evening, 
tnd  the  necessity  of  returning  to  take  care  of  the  wounded.  The 
Ju.<iiciou8  arrangements  made  by  lieutenant  colonel  Miller,  and  the 

Kllant  manner  in  which  tliey  were  executed,  justly  entitle  him  to 
e  highest  honour.     From  the  moment  the  line  commenced  the 
%K^  it  continually  moved  on,  and  the  enemy  maintained  their  posi- 
^on  until  forced  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.    The  Indians  on  the 
l^ft,ttnder  the  command  of  Tecumseh,  fought  with  great  obstinacy, 
^utlrere  continually  forced  and  compelled  to  retreat.    The  vic- 
^Tj  was  complete  in  every  part  of  the  line,  and  the  success 
^oald  have  been  more  brilliant  had  the  cavalry  charged  the  ene- 
*^y  on  tlie  retreat,  when  a  most  favorable  opportunity  presented. 
A.1  though  orders  were  given  for  the  purpose,  unfortunately  they 
JJ^^/e  not  executed.    Majors  Van  Horn  and  Morrison,  of  the 
%io  volunteers,  were  associated  with  lieutenant  colonel  Miller, 
f*  ^^Id  officers  in  this  command,  and  were  highly  distinguished 
^  their  exertions  in  forming  the  line,  and  the  firm  and  intrepid 
'^•niier  they  led  their  respective  commands  to  action. 
H  Captain  Baker  of  the  tst  United  States'  regiment,  captain 
*''^Voort  of  the  2d,  and  captain  Hull  of  the  IStli,  my  aia-de- 
A^^Pf  and  lieutenant  Whistler  of  the  1st,  requested  permission 
^  4^tn  the  detachment  as  volunteers.   Lieutenant  colonel  Miller 
^^^ned  to  captain  Baker  and  lieutenant  Whistler,  separate 
^^mands;   and  captains  Brevoorfand  Hull,  at  his  request. 
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attended  his  person  and  aided  him  in  the  general  arrangements- 
Lieutenant  colonel  Miller  has  mentionea  the  conduct  of  those 
officers  in  terms  of  high  approbation.  In  addition  to  the  captains 
who  have  been  named,  lieutenant  colonel  Miller  has  mention^ 
captains  Burton  and  Fuller  of  the  4th  regiment,  captains  Saun- 
ders and  Brown  of  the  Ohio  volunteers,  and  captain  Delandre 
of  the  Michi^n  volunteers,  who  were  attached  to  his  command, 
and  distinguished  by  their  valour.  It  is  impossible  for  me,  in 
this  communication,  to  do  justice  to  the  officers  and  soldiers, 
who  gained  the  victory  which  I  have  described.  They  have 
acquired  hi^h  honour  to  themselves,  and  are  justly  entitled  to 
the  cratitucle  of  their  country. 

Major  Muir  of  the  41st  regiment,  commanded  the  British  in 
this  action.  The  regulars  and  volunteers  consisted  of  about  400^ 
and  a  large  number  of  Indians.  Maior  Muir  and  two  subalterns 
were  wounded,  one  of  them  since  clead.  About  forty  Indiana 
were  found  dead  on  the  field,  and  Tecumseh,  their  leader,  was 
slightly  wounded.  The  number  of  wounded  Indians  who  escaped 
has  not  been  ascertained.  Four  of  major  Muir's  detachment 
have  been  made  prisoners,  and  fifteen  of  the  4 1st  regiment  killed 
and  wounded.  The  militia  and  volunteers  attached  to  his  com- 
mand, were  in  the  severest  part  of  the  action,  and  their  loss  must 
have  been  great — it  has  not  jei  been  ascertained. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  yours,  &c. 
WM.  HULL, 
Brig.  Gen.  commanding  ^.  W.  ^Army. 
Hon.  Wm.  Eustis,  Secretary  of  War. 

Killed  and  wounded  in  the  action  near  JUaguago,  Aug.  9,  1812. 

4th  U.  S.  regiment — 10  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
killed,  and  45  wounded. 
Ohio  and  Michigan  volunteers — 8  killed  and  12  wounded. 

GENERAL  HULL'S  CAPITULATION. 

DETROIT,  August  12, 181S. 

DEAR  SIR, 

I  have  several  times  written  to  you  since  I  heard  you  were  on 
your  march,  but  I  find  that  my  letters  have  never  reached  you. 
Two  detachments  have  been  sent  to  meet  you,  but  both  returned 
with  loss.  We  have  abandoned  Canada,  and  the  British  force  is 
now  opposite  this  place  pointing  their  artillery ;  the  firing  will 
commence  shortly.  I  fear  you  will  not  be  able  to  see  us.  If 
possible  take  care  of  yourself  and  party.  The  enemy  may  not 
nave  force  to  see  vou  and  attend  to  us. 

The  bearer  will,  or  can  ^ve  you  a  hint  of  our  situation.   Adiea^ 
I  have  not  time  to  write. 

Respectfully  yours, 

DUNCAN  M'ARTHUR. 
diptain  H.  Brasli. 
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DETROIT,  14th  Auciut,  181S. 

sm. 

The  state  of  the  communication  between  this  and  the  river 
Raisin,  is  such  that  a  sufficient  detachment  cannot  be  sent  at 
present  to  bring  on  the  provisions  with  safety.  You  will  there- 
K»re  remain  at  the  river  Raisin,  and  in  conjunction  with  Le 
Croix^s  corps  and  your  own,  protect  the  provisions  and  yourselves 
«ntil  further  orders.  The  detachment  sent  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  the  communication  are  so  fatigued  after  a  severe  and 
nctorious  battle  that  it  will  return  here. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  HULL,  Oen.  Commanding. 
C^itui  Bniflh*  or  the  commanding* 

officer  at  the  river  Raian. 

P.  S.    If  consulting  with  colonel  Anderson  and  captain  Jobart, 

flie  bearer  of  this,  and  from  all  the  information  you  can  obtain, 

it  should  be  the  opinion,  you  can  come  an  upper  road  crossing 

tXie  river  Huron,  at  Godfrey's  trading  establishment,  you  are 

iBthorized  to  proceed  that  route,  in  which  case  you  will  give  me 

an  immediate  notice.     No  person   must  know  this  excepting 

colonel  Anderson,  captain  Jobart,  and  yourself.    Take  captain 

Jobart  for  a  guide,  ana  if  he  recommends  other  guides,  with  him, 

they  shall  be  paid.    Captain  Le  Croix,  with  his  company,  will 

proceed  on  with  you. 

Respectfully, 

W.  HULL» 
CipCaai  BnidL 

mVER  RUSH,  August  16th,  1812. 

sn, 

By  the  within  letter  you  will  see  that  the  army  under  general 
Hall  has  been  surrendered.  By  the  articles  you  will  see  that 
pnmuon  has  been  made  for  the  detachment  under  your  com- 
Mnd  5  you  will,  therefore,  I  hope,  return  to  Ohio  with  us. 

DUNCAN  M'ARTHUR. 

Ciptib  Hemy  Brush. 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  AT  DETROIT,  August  16th,  1812. 
SIR, 

I  hare  signed  articles  of  capitulation  for  the  surrender  of  this 
Cttrison  in  wnich  vou  and  your  detachment  are  prisoners  of  war. 
Bich  part  of  the  Ohio  militia  as  have  not  joined  the  army,  will 
bepeimitted  to  return  to  their  homes,  on  condition  that  they  will 
not  serve  during  the  war.  Their  arms,  however,  will  be  delivered 
■f  if  belonging  to  the  public. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

W.  HULL,  Bris.Gen. 
Commanding  the  JV*.  TF.  arm^. 
Cabiicl  Duncan  M'Arthur. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  DETROIT,  August  16»  181^ 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

It  is  with  pain  and  anxiety  that  brigadier-general  Hull  an- 
idounces  to  the  North-western  army,  tliat  he  has  been  compelled 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  to  agree  to  me  following  articles  oi  capi 
talation : 

CAMP  AT  DETROIT,  16th  August,  1812. 

Capitulation  for  the  surrender  of  Fort  Detroit,  entered  int=: 
betwen  major  general  Brock,  commanding  his  Britannic  maje 
ty's  forces,  on  the  one  part,  and  brigadier-general  Hull,  co 
manding  the  North-western  anny  of  the  United  States,  on  t 
other  part — 

Art.  1.  Fort  Detroit,  with  all  the  troops,  regulars  as  well 
militia,  will  be  immediately  surrendered  to  the  British  fore 
under  the  command  of  major  general  Brock,  and  will  be  co; 
sidered  as  prisoners  of  war ;  with  the  exception  of  such  of  t! 
militia  of  the  Michigan  territory  who  have  not  joined  the  am 

2.  All  public  stores,  arms  and  all  public  documents,  inclucB 
every  thing  else  of  a  public  nature,  will  be  immediately  given 

3.  Private  persons  and  property  of  every  description  will 
respected. 

4.  His  excellency  brigadier-general  Hull  having  e  ^ 
desire  that  a  detachment  from  the  state  of  Ohio,  on  its  way 
join  his  army,  as  well  as  one  sent  from  Detroit,  under  the  co' 
mand  of  colonel  M*Arthur,  shall  be  included  in  the  above  ca. 
filiation,  it  is  accordingly  agreed  to;  it  is  however  to  be  und 


stood  that  such  part  of  the  Ohio  militia  as  have  not  joined  "C: 
army,  will  be  permitted  to  return  to  their  homes,  on  condit.^ 
ftat  thev  will  not  serve  during  the  war.  Their  arms,  howeiT-'^ 
will  be  delivered  up,  if  belonging  to  the  public. 

4.  The  garrison  will  march  out  at  the  hour  of  twelve  o'cl«>^ic 
this  day,  and  the  British  forces  will  take  immediate  possessioKm  <if 
the  fort 

J.  MACDONALD,  Lieut.  CoL 

J^niitia,  P.  Jl,  D.  C. 

i.  B.  GLEGG,  ^ajor,  A.  D.  C. 

JAMES  MILLER,  Lieut.  CoL 

5th  U.  8.  Infantry. 

E.  BRUSH.  Col.  \8t  regt. 

Michigan  militia* 
Approved, 

WM.  HULL, 

Brigadier-general  commanding  the  JV.  W.  Irf^ 

Approved, 

ISAAC  BROCK, 

Major  General. 
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The  a™  J,  at  12  o'clock  this  day,  will  march  out  of  the  eaat 
gite,  where  they  will  stack  their  arms,  and  then  be  subject  to  the 
•rtides  of  capitulation. 

WM.  HULL, 
Brigadier  general  commanding  the  JV*.  W,  Arm/. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  SANDWICH,  Aupift  15, 1812. 
SIR, 

The  force  at  my  disposal  authorizes  me  to  require  of  you 
the  immediate  surrender  of  fort  Detroit.    It  is  far  from  my  in- 
donation  to  join  in  a  war  of  extermination,  but  you  must  be  aware, 
ftat  the  numerous  body  of  Indians  who  have  attached  themselves 
lo  my  troops,  will  be  beyond  my  controul  the  moment  the  contest 
commences.    You  will  find  me  disposed  to  enter  into  such  condi- 
tions as  will  satisfy  the  most  scrupulous  sense  of  honour.  Lieute- 
Bant  colonel  Macdonald  and  major  Gleg^  are  fully  authorized 
to  conclude  any  arrangement  that  niay  leaa  to  prevent  the  unne- 
Cbwary  effusion  of  bl(M>d. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
ISAAC  BROCK, 

Major  Benerat 
Bis  Bxceflenqr  brigadier  gfenenJ  Hull, 

Cfltnmmdiny  at  Fort  Detroit 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  DETROIT,  AoguiC  15, 1812. 

SIR.  . 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  date.  Liiave  no  other  reply 
to  make,  than  to  inform  you,  that  I  am  prepared  to  meet  any  force, 
wliich  may  be  at  your  disposal,  and  any  consequences  which  may 
jcsolt  from  any  exertion  of  it  you  may  think  proper  to  make. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  inform  you  that  the  flag 
•T  truce  under  the  direction  of  captain  Brown,  proceeded  con- 
trary to  the  orders,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  colonel  Cass 
who  commanded  the  troops  which  attacked  your  picket,  near  the 
liver  Canardbridge. 

I  likewise  take  this  occasion  to  inform  you  that  Cowie's  house 


\  set  on  fire  contrar^^  to  my  orders,  and  it  did  not  take  place 
VDtil  after  the  evacuation  of  the  fort  From  the  best  informa- 
tion I  have  been  able  to  obtain  on  the  subject,  it  was  set  on  fire 
bj  some  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  other  side  of  the  river* 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 
Your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant^ 
W.  HULL, 
Brig.  Gen.  Commanding  tii$  JV*.  fF.  Jirmy  U.  B 

Bii  excellency  major  general  Brock, 

commanding  his  Britannic  majesty's 
forcesk  Sandwich,  Upper  Canada^ 

6 
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An  article  supplemental  to  the  articles  of  capitulation,  conclndcd 

at  Detroit,  15th  August,  181£. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Ohio  militia 
and  volunteers  shall  be  permitted  to  proceed  to  their  reajpectiye 
homes  on  this  condition,  that  thej  are  not  to  serve  during  the  pre- 
sent war,  unless  thev  are  exchanged. 

W.  HULL, 
*•  Oen*  Commanding  JV*.  FT.  army  U.  £t 

ISAAC  BROCK, 

Major  Gfenerol 


An  article  in  addition  to  the  supplemental  article  of  the  capita, 
lation,  concluded  at  Detroit,  16th  August,  1812. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  theMichi 
can  militia  and  volunteers,  under  the  command  of  majoi 
vVetherell,  shall  be  placed  on  the  same  principles  as  the  (Aii 
volunteers  and  militia  are  placed  bj  the  supplemental  article  g 
the  16th  instant 

W.  HULL, 
Brig.  Om*  Commanding  JV*.  W.  army  171  M 

ISAAC  BROCK, 

Major  Oenarm 


Metumof  ordwmee  taken  in  the  fort  and  batteries  at  Detrtm 

Jugust  l6tA,  1812. 

btm  pieces  of  ordnance,  25 

do.  8 


Total,  33 

FELIX  TROUGHTON, 
Lieutenant  commanding  Mog. 

Ifsjor  general  Brock,  commanding 

the  fbrcea  of  Upper  Canada. 


GENERAL  ORDER  OF  GENERAL  BROCK. 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  DETROIT,  August  16th,  1812. 

Muor  general  Brock  has  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  will 
the  conduct  of  the  troons  he  had  the  honour  to  lead  this  nM>miii| 
against  the  enemy.  The  state  of  discipline  which  they  so  ^if 
nently  displayed,  and  the  determinatiwii  they  evinced,  to  under; 
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tike  the  most  hazardous  enterprise,  decided  the  enemj,  infinitely 
iiore  numerous  in  men  and  artillery,  to  propose  a  capitulation, 
the  terms  of  which  are  herewith  inserted  for  the  information  of 
tke  troops. 

He  major  general  reauests  colonel  Proctor  will  accept  his 
thanks  for  the  assistance  ne  derived  from  his  experience  and  in- 
teil^nce. 

The  steadiness  and  discipline  of  the  41st  regiment  and  the 
readiness  of  the  militia  to  follow  so  good  an  example,  were  hi^- 
Ij  conspicuous. 

The  ability  manifested  by  captain  Dixon  of  the  royal  engi- 
neers in  the  choice  and  construction  of  the  batteries,  and  the 
high  state  of  the  royal  artillery  under  lieutenant  Troughton,  af- 
forded the  major  general  much  gratification,  and  reflects  great 
credit  on  those  oflScers. 

The  willing  assistance  given  by  captain  Hall  and  the  marine 
department  during  the  whole  course  of  the  service  has  been  very 
conspicuous,  and  the  manner  the  batteries  were  served  this  mom« 
iBg  evinced  a  degree  of  steadiness  highly  commendable. 

lieutenant  Dewar,  deputy  i^sistant  quarter  master  eeneral^ 
aftirded  strong  proof  of  the  local  knowledge  he  has  acquirea  of  the 
cofuntry,  of  an  unremitting  attention  to  bis  duty ;  and  the  care 
and  r^;ularity  with  which  the  troops  were  transported  across  the 
river*  must  in  a  like  degree  be  ascrioed  to  his  zeiil  for  the  service. 
To  lieutenant' colonel  St.  George,  majors  Tallon  and  Chambers, 
wlio  commanded  brigades,  every  degree  of  praise  is  due  for  their 
mremitting  zeal  and  attention  to  their  respective  commands. 
The  detachment  of  the  roval  Newfoundland  regiment,  under  the 
eommand  of  m^or  Moekler,  is  deserving  every  pnuse  for  their 
■teadiness  in  the  field,  as  well  as  when  embarked  in  the  king's 
▼easels. 

llie  major  general  cannot  forego  this  opportunity  of  express- 
inr  his  adfmiration  at  the  conduct  of  the  several  companies  of 
militia  who  so  handsomelv  volunteered  to  undergo  the  fatigues  of 
a  journey  of  several  hunared  miles  to  so  to  the  rescue  of  an  inva- 
ded district ;  and  he  requests  major  Salmon,  captains  Hatt,  Stew- 
ard, Boswick  and  Robinson,  will  assure  the  officers  and  men  under 
their  respective  commands,  that  their  services  have  been  duly 
appreciated  and  will  never  be  forgotten. 

The  major  eeneral  is  happy  to  acknowledge  the  able  assistance 
he  has  derived  from  the  zeal  and  local  information  of  lieutenant 
colonel  NichoU,  actimr  quarter  master  eeneral  of  militia. 

Tohis  personal  staff  the  major  generalfeels  himself  under  much 
cUigation  ;  and  he  requests  lieutenant  colonel  Macdonald,  majors 
61^  and  Givens,  will  be  assured  that  their  zealous  exertions 
fcsve  made  too  deep  an  impression  on  his  mind  ever  to  be  forgot** 


The  conduct  of  the  Indiana  under  colonel  Elliot,  captwi  M* 
Kee,  and  the  o&ers  of  that  department,  joined  to  that  of  the 
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g^ant  and  braye  chiefs  of  Aeir  respectiye  tribes,  has  since  tb 
commencement  of  the  war  been  marked  with  acts  of  true  heroisn 
and  in  nothing  can  they  testify  more  strongly  their  love  to  tfc 
king,  their  great  father,  than  in  following  the  dictates  of  honoi 
and  humanity,  by  which  they  have  been  hitherto  actuated.  Tw 
fortifications  have  idready  been  captured  from  the  enemy  witi 
out  a  drop  of  blood  being  shed  by  the  hand  of  the  Indian ;  tfc 
nstanl  tko  enemy  submitted,  his  lite  became  sacred. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Brock. 

J.  B.  GLEGG,  capt  A.  D.  CL 


OAPTURE  OF  THE  ALERT. 

AT  SEA,  August  17,  181$h 

SIR. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  upon  the  ISth,  his  Br 
tannic  majesty's  sloop  of  war  Alert,  Captain  T.  L.  P.  Langhom 
ran  down  on  our  weather  c|uarter,  save  three  cheers  and  con 
menced  an  action  (if  so  tnfling  a  skirmish  deserves  the  nami 
and  after  eight  minutes  firing  struck  her  colours  with  seven  fe 
water  in  her  hold,  much  cut  to  pieces,  and  three  men  wounded 
I  need  not  inform  you  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  £s8< 
behaved  as  I  trust  all  Americans  will  in  such  cases,  and  it  is  on 
to  be  regretted  that  so  much  zeal  and  activity  could  not  ha 
been  displayed  on  an  occasion  that  would  have  done  them  mo 
honour.  The  Essex  has  not  received  the  slightest  injury.  Tl 
Alert  was  out  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  Hornet. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

D.  PORTER. 
Hon.  Paul  HamiHoRi 


FORT  GEORGE,  Augfust  36, 1812. 

SIR, 

Enclosed  are  the  articles  of  capitulation,  by  which  the  F< 
of  Detroit  has  been  surrendered  to  major  general  Brock,  coi 
mandine  his  Britannic  majesty's  forces  in  upper  Canada,  ai 
by  which  the  troops  have  become  prisoners  of  war.  My  situatii 
at  present  forbids  me  from  detailing  the  particular  causes  whi< 
have  led  to  this  unfortunate  event  I  will,  however,  genera] 
observe,  that  after  the  surrender  of  Michilimakinac,  almost  eve 
tribe  and  nation  of  Indians,  excepting  a  part  of  the  Miami 
and  Delawares,  nordi  from  beyond  Lake  Superior,  west  frd 
beyond  the  Mississippi,  south  from  the  Ohio  and  Wabash,  ag 
east  from  every  part  of  Upper  Canada,  and  from  all  the  ihti 
uediate  eountiyt  joiiied  in  open  hostUity,  under  the  Brifl 
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standardi,  againtt  the  anny  I  commanded,  contrary  to  the  mogi . 
iidemn  assurances  of  a  large  portion  of  them  to  remain  neutral  c 
#ven  the  Ottawa  chiefs  from  Arbecrotch,  who  formed  the  delega- 
tion to  Washington  the  last  summer,  in  whose  friendship  i  know 
joa  had  great  confidence,  are  among  the  hostile  tribes,  and  seve- 
ral of  them  distinguished  leaders.  Among  the  vast  number  of 
chiefs  who  led  the  hostile  bands,  Tecumseh,  Marpot,  Logan. 
Walk-in -the -water.  Split  Loe,  &c.  are  considered  the  principals* 
This  numerous  assemblage  of  savages,  under  the  entire  influence 
and  direction  of  the  British  commander,  enabled  him  totally  ta 
•twtract  the  only  communication  which  I  had  with  my  country. 
This  communication  had  been  opened  from  the  settlements  in 
the  state  of  Ohio,  two  hundred  miles  through  a  wilderness,  by 
the  faf^es  of  the  army,  which  I  marched  to  the  frontier  on  the 
river  Detroit.  The  body  of  the  lake  being  commanded  by  the 
British  armed  ships,  and  the  shores  and  rivers  by  gun  boats,  the 
army  was  totally  deprived  of  all  communication  by  water.  On 
tikis  extensive  road  it  depended  for  transportation  of  provisions* 
military  stores,  medicine,  clothing,  and  every  other  supply,  on 
pack  honie»— all  its  operations  were  successnil  until  its  arrival 
Mt  Detroit,  and  in  a  few  days  it  passed  into  the  enemy's  country* 
and  all  opposition  seemed  to  drop  before  it.  One  month  it  re- 
mained in  possession  of  this  country,  and  was  fed  from  its  re- 
sources. In  diflferent  directions,  detachments  penetrated  sixty 
miles  in  the  settled  part  of  the  province,  ana  the  inhabitants 
aeeraed  satisfied  with  the  change  of  situation,  which  appeared  to 
be  taking  place ;  the  nulitia  from  Amherstburg  were  daily  de- 
serting, and  the  whole  country,  then  under  the  controul  of  the 
army,  was  asking  for  protection.  The  Indians,  generally,  in  the 
irst  instance,  appeared  to  be  neutralized,  and  determined  to 
take  no  part  in  tne  contest.  The  fort  of  Amherstburg  was  eigh- 
teen miles  below  my  encampment.  Not  a  single  cannon  or  mor- 
tar was  on  wheels  suitable  to  carry  before  this  place.  I  consult- 
ed my  officers,  whether  it  was  expedient  to  nuuce  an  attempt  on 
it  with  the  bayonet  alone,  without  cannon,  to  make  a  break  in 
the  first  instance.  The  council  I  called  was  of  the  opinion  it 
was  not.  The  greatest  industry  was  exerted  in  making  prepara- 
tion, and  it  was  not  until  the  7th  of  August,  that  two  £4  poun- 
ders, and  three  howitzers  were  prepared.  It  was  then  my  inten- 
tim  to  have  proceeded  on  the  enterprize.  While  the  operations  of 
the  army  were  delayed  by  these  preparations,  the  clouds  of 
adversity  had  been  for  some  time  and  seemed  still  thickly  to  be 
gictfaering  around  me.  The  surrender  of  Michilimackinac  open- 
ed the  northern  hive  of  Indians,  and  they  were  swarming  down  in 
eirery  direction.  Reinforcements  from  Niagara  had  arrived  at 
ibDherstiMirg  under  the  command  of  colonel  Proctor.  The  de- 
sertion of  the  militia  ceased.  Besides  the  reinforcements  that 
by  water,  I  received  information  of  a  very  considerable 
onder  the  command  of  mayor  Chambers,  on  the  river  Le 
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frfaehf  widi  lear  field  piecei,  aad  cellectiBg  the 

foate»  eyidently  destiiiea  finr  Ajmhentburg;  and  in  additi 

fliis  combination,  and  increaae  of  force,  contrarr  to  all  n 

Kictationt,  Ibe  Wjandota,  Chippewaa,  Ottawaa,  Pottawat 
nnieea,  Delawares,  &c.  with  whom  I  had  the  meet  fn 
inteffconne,  at  once  paaeed  over  to  Amher8tbai|;,  and  ac( 
a^  toBMhawk  and  scalping^  knife*  There  being  now  i 
HQBiber  of  Indiana  at  the  British  post,  the j  were  sent  to  tin 
QnroB*  Brownstown,  and  Maguago  to  intercept  mj  commi 
lion.  To  open  this  communication,  I  detached  major  Van 
of  the  Ohio  yolnnteers,  with  two  hundred  men,  to  proceed 
n  the  riTer  Raisin,  under  an  expectation  he  would  meet  e 
Brash  with  one  hnndredaad  fifty  men,  volunteers  from  thf 
ef  Ohio,  and  a  onantify  of  provision  for  the  army.  An  ambi 
was  fiMined  at  Brownstown,  and  maior  Van  Horn's  detaci 
defeated  and  retomed  to  camp  without  effecting  the  tf»bji 
the  expedition. 

^  In  nky  letter  of  the  7th  instant  jou  have  the  particulars  i 
transaction,  widi  a  retnrn  of  the  killed  and  wounded.  1 
tbi*  sudden  and  unexpected  change  of  things,  and  having  ret 
aft  express  from  general  Hall,  commanding  opposite  the  1 
shtore  on  the  liHagara  river,  by  which  it  appeared  that  ther 
BO  pronpect  of  a  co-operation  finom  that  quarter,  and  the  tv 
1^  ofioero  of  the  artillery  having;  statcKd  to  me  an  opinio 
it  wonld  he  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  pai 
Turkey  river  and  river  Anx  Gannard,  with  the  24  pounder 
that  thejr  could  not  be  transported  by  water,  as  the  Queen 
lo^  which  carried  eigbteen  84  pounders,  lay  in  the  river  D 
above  the  moutii  of  the  river  Aux  Cannwi ;  and  as  it  ap| 
indiqpdunbly  necessaiy  to  open  the  communication  to  tnc 
Baisinand  tne  Miami,!  found  myself  compelled  to  suspei 
operation  against  Amherstburg,  and  concentrate  the  main 
of  the  army  at  Detroit.  Fully  intending  at  that  time,  aft 
communication  was  opened,  to  re-cross  £e  river,  and  purv 
object  at  Amherstburg  and  strondy  desirous  of  continuin 
tectioQ  to  a  very  large  number  of  flie  inhabitants  of  Upper ' 
da»  who  bad  voluntarily  accepted  it  under  my  proclamat 
established  a  fortress  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  a  little 
Detroit,  calculated  for  a  garrison  of  300  men.  On  the  even 
the  71k,  and  morning  of  the  8th  instant,  the  army,  exceptii 
gfrrisoD  ef  S50  infantry,  and  a  corns  of  artillerists,  all  und 
f.omm'>nd  of  mi^  Denny  of  die  Onio  volunteers,  re-cross( 
river,  and  enciMftp^  itt  Detroit.  In  pursuance  of  the  ota) 
OMung  the  communicatioii,  on  which  I  considered  the  exu 
ot  tiie  anny  depending,  a  detachment  of  600  men,  nndc 
command  of  lieutenant  colonel  Miller,  was  immediately  of% 
For  a^particular  acconat  of  the  proceedings  of  this  detach 
aftd  tise  memoraUe  battle  which  was  foupit  at  Magnan^  i 
lolkote the bigMiKt  boftgnrontiio  AmerioaBarma^lrem.] 


47 

mj  letter  of  the  ISth  of  August  instant,  a  duplicate  of  which  ii 
eadoaed,  aiarked  6.    Nothing  however  but  honour  was  acquired 

5  this  victory ;  and  it  is  a  painful  consideration,  that  the  blood 
seyenty-fiTe  gallant  men  could  only  open  the  communication* 
aa  fu-  aa  me  points  of  their  bayonets  extended.    The  necessary 
care  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  a  very  severe  storm  of  raini 
iCDdered  their  return  to  camp  indispensibly  necessary  for  their 
own  comfort.    Captain  Brush,  with  his  small  detachment,  and 
tbe  provisions  being  still  at  the  river  Raisin,  and  in  a  situation  to 
be  destroyed  bv  the  savages,  on  the  13th  instant  in  the  evening 
I  permitted  colonels  M' Arthur  and  Cass  to  select  from  their 
regiment  four  hundred  of  their  most  eflfective  men,  and  proceed 
an  upper  route  through  the  woods,  which  1  had  sent  an  express 
to  captain  Brush  to  take,  and  had  directed  the  militia  of  the  river 
Baimn  to  accompany  him  as  a  reinforcement    The  force  of  the 
enemy  continually  increasing,  and  the  necessity  of  opening  the 
communication,  and  acting  on  the  defensive,  becoming  more  ap- 
parent, i  had,  previous  to  detaching  colonels  M'Arthur  and  Cass 
on  the  1 1th  instant,  evacuated  ancf  destroyed  the  fort  on  the  op- 
posite bank*    On  the  lSth,in  the  evening,  general  Brock  arrived 
at  Amkerstbarg  about  the  hour  4iat  colonels  M'Arthur  and  Cass 
■Utfched,  of  which  at  that  tame  I  had  received  no  information. 
On  the  I54i  I  received  a  summons  from  him  to  surrender  fort 
Detroit^  of  which  the  paper  marked  A  is  a  copy.    My  answer 
ia  marked  B.    At  this  time  I  had  received  no  information  from 
c^nels  M'Ardiur  and  Cass.     An  express  was  immediately 
sent*  stronf^y  escorted,  with  orders  for  tbem  to  return.    On  the 
1Mb,  as  soon  as  general  Brock  received  mv  letter,  his  batteries 
opened  on  the  town  and  fort,  and  continued  until  evening.  In  the 
evening  all  the  British  ships  of  war  came  nearly  as  far  up  the 
river  as  Sandwich,  three  miles  below  Detroit.    At  day  light  on 
the  l6<th  (at  which  time  I  had  received  no  information  from  colo- 
t     neb  M* Arthur  and  Cass,  my  expresses,  sent  the  evening  before, 
and  in  the  nixht  having  been  prevented  from  passing  bv  numerous 
bodies  of  Indians)  the  cannonade  re-commenced,  and  in  a  short 
time  I  received  information,  that  the  British  army  and  Indians, 
were  landing  below  the  Spring  Wells,  under  the  cover  of  their 
lUps  of  war.    At  this  time  the  whole  effective  force  at  my  dis- 
fSMl  at  Detroit  did  not  exceed  eight  hundred  men.    Beina  new 
troops,  and  unaccustomed  to  a  camp  life  ;  having  performed  a  la- 
Wrions  march ;  having  been  eneaeed  in  a  number  of  battles  and 
ikinnishes,  in  which  many  had  fallen,  and  more  had  received 
vnuids,  in  addition  to  which  a  large  number  being  sick,  and  un- 
provided with  medicine,  and  the  comforts  necessary  for  their  sit* 
ladsn ;  are  the  general  causes  by  which  the  strength  of  the 
insy  was  thus  reduced.    The  fort  at  this  time  was  filled  witk 
viMien,  children,  and  the  old  and  decrepid  people  of  the  town 
mmI  country ;  they  were  unsafe  in  the  town,  as  it  was  entirelv 
«tea  and  exposed  to  the  enemy's  batteries.    Back  of  the  forl^ 
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above  er  below  it,  there  was  no  safety  for  them  en  account  of  tfie 
Indians.  In  the  first  instance  the  enemy's  fire  was  principally 
directed  against  our  batteries ;  towards  the  close,  it  was  directed 
acainst  the  fort  alone,  and  almost  every  shot  and  shell  had  their 
lenect. 

It  now  became  necessary  either  to  fight  the  enemy  in  the  field ; 
collect  the  whole  force  in  the  fort ;  or  propose  terms  of  capitula* 
tion.    I  could  not  have  carried  into  the  field  more  than  six  hun- 
dred men^  and  left  any  adequate  force  in  the  fort.    There  were 
landed  at  that  time  or  the  enemy  a  regular  force  of  much  more 
than  that  number,  and  twice  the  number  of  Indians.  Consider* 
ing  this  great  inequality  of  force  I  did  not  think  it  expedient  to 
acbpt  the  first  measure.    The  second  must  have  been  attended 
with  a  great  sacrifice  of  blood,  and  no  possible  advantage,  be- 
cause the  contest  could  not  have  been  sustained  more  than  a  day 
for  the  want  of  powder,  and  but  a  very  few  days  for  the  want  of 
provisions.  In  addition  to  this,  colonels  M*Arthurand  Cass  would 
have  been  in  a  most  hazardous  situation*    I  feared  nothing  but 
the  last  alternative.  I  have  dared  to  adopt  it  I  well  know  the  high 
responsibility  of  the  measure,  and  take  the  whole  of  it  on  my- 
aeli.    It  was  dictated  by  a  sense*of  duty,  and  a  full  conviction  of 
its  expediency.    The  bands  of  savaees  which  had  then  joined  the 
Britisn  force  were  numerous  beyond  any  former  example.  Their 
numbers  have  since  increased,  and  the  history  of  the  barbarians 
of  the  north  of  Europe  does  not  furnish  examples  of  more  gree« 
dy  violence  than  these  savages  have  exhibited.    A  laree  portiom 
of  the  brave  and  gallant  officers  and  men  I  commanded  would 
cheerfully  have  contested  until  the  last  cartridge  had  been  ex- 
pended, and  the  bayonets  worn  to  the  sockets.    I  could  not  con- 
sent to  the  useless  sacrifice  of  such  brave  men,  when  I  knew  it 
was  impossible  for  me  to  sustain   my  situation.    It  was  impossi- 
ble in  the  nature  of  things  that  an  army  could  have  been  fur- 
nished with  the  necessary  supplies  of  provision,  military  stores, 
elothing  and  comforts  for  tlie  sick,  or  pack  horses,  through  a 
wilderness  of  two  hundred  miles,  fillea  with  hostile  savages. 
It  was  impossible,  sir,  that  this  little  army,  worn  down  by  fa- 
tigue, by  sickness,  by  wounds,  and  deaths,  could  have  supported 
itself  not  only  against  the  collected  force  of  all  the  northern 
nations  of  Indians ;  but  against  the  united  strength  of  Upper 
Canada,  whose  population  consists  of  more  than  twenty  times 
the  number  contained  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  aided  by  the 
principal  part  of  the  regular  forces  of  the  province,  and  the 
wealth  and  influence  of  the  north-west  and  ottier  trading  estab- 
lishments among  the  Indians,  which  have  in  their  employment* 
and  under  their  entire  controul,  more  than  two  thousand  white 
men.    Before  I  close  this  despatch,  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  my 
respectable  associates  in  command,  colonels  M'Arthur,  Findlay» 
Cass,  and  lieutenant  colonel  Miller,  to  express^  my  obligations  te 
them  ftr  the  prompt  and  judicious  manner  they  have  perform^ 
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kmr  respectiye  duties.  If  aught  has  taken  place  daring  the 
Lmpaim,  which  is  honourable  to  the  armj,  these  officers  are 
atitlea  to  a  large  share  of  it.  If  the  last  act  should  be  disap- 
"oved,  no  part  of  the  censure  belongs  to  them.  I  have  likewise 
'  express  mj  obligation  to  general  Tajlor,  who  has  performed 
e  dutj  of  quarter  master  general,  for  his  great  exertions  in 
ocuiine  every  thing  in  his  department  which  it  was  possible  to 
mish  Tor  the  convenience  of  the  army ;  likewise  to  brigade 
^or  Jessup  for  the  correct  and  punctual  manner  in  which  he 
M  discharged  his  duty;  and  to  the  army  generally  for  their 
lertions,  and  the  zeal  they  have  manifested  for  the  public  in- 
rmmtm  The  death  of  Dr.  Poster  soon  after  he  arrived  at  Detroit, 
IS  m  severe  misfortune  to  the  armv;  it  was  increased  by  the 
ptnre  of  the  Chachago  packet,  by  which  the  medicine  andfhos- 
tal  stores  were  lost  He  was  commencing  the  best  arrange* 
ents  in  the  department  of  which  he  was  the  principal,  with  uie 
siy  small  means  he  possessed.  I  was  likewise  deprived  of  the 
ecesssry  services  of  captain  Partridge  by  sickness,  the  only 
Beer  of  the  corps  of  engineers  attached  to  the  army.  All  the 
Acers  and  men  have  gone  to  their  respective  homes,  excepting 
we  4th  United  States'  regiment,  and  a  small  part  of  the  Is^ 
0mI  empiiin  Dyson's  company  of  artillery.  Captain  Dyson's 
^mpany  was  left  at  Amherstburg,  and  the  others  are  with  me 
»sriflQiier»— they  amount  to  about  three  hundred  and  forty.  I  have 
nly  to  solicit  an  investigation  of  my  conduct,  as  early  as  my 
iwdon  and  the  state  of  things  will  admit ;  and  to  add  the 
KKvther  request,  that  the  government  will  not  be  unmindful  of  my 
■■•ociates  in  captivity,  and  of  the  families  of  those  brave  men 
^^  have  fidlen  in  the  contest. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  HULL, 

Brig.  Chtu  commanding  ihe  JV*.  W,  Jrmy  U.  B. 

Qfaw.  W.  Eiistis,  Secretftty  of 

the  Department  of  War. 


UNITED  STATES'  FMGATE  CONSTITUTION, 

off  Boston  Light,  August  30, 1818. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  19th  instant, 
*^  P.  M.  being  in  latitude  41,  42,  lon^tude  55,  48,  with  the 
^  Constitution  under  my  command,  a  sail  was  discovered  from 
^.  iKast-head  bearing  E.  by  S.  or  E  8.  E.  but  at  such  a  distance 
J^  could  not  tell  what  she  was.    All  sail  was  instantly  made  in 

and  soon  found  we  came  up  with  ner.    At  3  P.  M.  coold 
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plainly  see  that  she  was  a  ship  on  the  starboard  tack,  under 
aaiU  close  on  a  wind;  at  halt  past  3  P.  M.  made  her  out  to 
frigate ;  continued  the  chase  until  we  were  within  about 
mUes,  when  I  ordered  the  light  sails  taken  in,  the  courses  h; 
Up,  and  the  ship  cleared  for  action.  At  this  time  the  chas* 
backed  his  main  top-sail,  waiting  for  us  to  come  down.  As 
as  the  Constitution  was  ready  for  action,  I  bore  down  wii 
intention  to  bring  him  to  close  action  immediately ;  but  o 
coming  within  gun-shot  she  gave  us  a  broadside  and  filled  i 
and  wore,  giving  us  a  broadside  on  the  other  tack,  but  withoi 
feet ;  her  shot  falling  short.  She  continued  wearing  and 
(Buvreing  for  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  to  get  a  r 
position,  but  finding  she  could  not,  she  bore  up,  and  run  i 
top-sails  and  gib,  with  the  wind  on  the  quarter,  [mmedi 
made  sail  to  bring  the  ship  up  with  her,  and  5  minutes  bef 
P.  M.  beins  along  side  within  half  pistol  shot,  we  cummen< 
heavy  fire  from  aU  our  guns,  double  siiotted  with  round  and  ^ 
and  so  well  directed  were  they,  and  so  warmly  kept  upi  tl 
15  minutes  his  mizen-mast  went  by  the  board,  and  his  main 
in  the  slinss,  and  the  hull,  rigging  and  sails  very  much  to 

{deces.  The  fire  was  kept  up  with  equal  warmth  for  15  mil 
onger,  when  his  main-mast  and  fore-mast  went,  taking  with 
every  spar,  excepting  the  bowsprit ;  on  seeing  this  we  o 
firing,  so  that  in  30  minutes  after  we  got  fairly  along  sid 
enemy  she  surrendered,  and  had  not  a  spar  standing,  and  hei 
below  and  above  water  so  shattered,  tliat  a  few  more  broad 
must  have  carried  her  down. 

After  informing  you  that  so  fine  a  ship  as  the  Guerriere, 
manded  by  an  able  and  experienced  officer,  had  been  totalb 
masted,  and  otherwise  cut  to  pieces,  so  as  to  make  her  not  ^ 
towing  into  port,  in  the  short  space  of  30  minutes,  you  can 
no  doubt  of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  officer 
ship's  company  I  have  the  honour  to  command.  It  only  ren 
therefore,  tor  me  to  assure  you,  that  they  all  fought  with 
bravery;  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say,  that  fror 
smallest  boy  in  the  ship  to  the  oldest  seaman,  not  a  look  oi 
was  seen.  They  all  went  into  action,  giving  three  cheers 
requesting  to  be  laid  close  along  side  the  euemy. 

Enclosed  I  have  the  honour  to  send  you  a  list  of  killei 
wounded  on  board  the  Constitution,  and  a  report  of  the  dar 
she  has  sustained ;  also,  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  1 
the  enemy,  with  his  quarter  bill,  &c. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  very  great  respect. 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant 

ISAAC  HU 

The  Hon.  Paul  Hamilton,  ke. 
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MXUed  and  wounded  on  board  the  United  States^  frigate  Consti- 
tution,  Isaac  Hull,  Esqr.  Captain,  in  the  action  with  his  Bri- 
iannic  majesty^s  frigate  Guerriere,  James  A.  Dacres,  Esqr. 
Captain,  on  the  20th  of  JIugust,  1812. 

KjOed — W.  S.  Bosh,  heutenant  of  Marines,  and  stx  seamen,  7 

Wounded — lieutenant  C.  Morris,  Master  J.  C.  Aylwin,  four  seamen,  one 
iMnne,  7 


Total  killed  and  wounded,  14 


17.  8.  frigite  Constitution,  Au£^.  21, 1812. 

ISAAC  HULL,  Captain. 
T.  I.  CHEW,  Purser. 

MRUed  and  wounded  on  hoard  the  Ouerriere. 

KiQed — 3  officers,  12  seamen  and  marines,  15 

Wounded — J.  A  Dacrcs,  captain,  4  ofRcers,  57  seamen  and  marines^        62 
J, — lieutenants  Pullman  and  Roberts,  and  22  seamen  and  marines, 
Mipposed  to  have  gone  overboard  with  the  masts,  24 


Total  killed,  wounded  and  missing,        101 


The  Constitiition  rates  44  guns,  and  mounted  55,  her  comple- 
ment-450  men.  The  Guerriere  rates  38  guns,  and  mounted  49, 
her  complement  300  men. 

Three  days  before  the  engagement  with  the  Constitution,  the 
Guerriere  spoke  the  John  Adams,  captain  Fash,  from  Liverpool, 
and  endorsed  on  his  register  the  following  lines : 

"  Captain  Dacres,  commander  of  his  Britannic  majesty's  frigate 
Ghierriere,  of  44  guns,  presents  his  compliments  to  commodore 
Rodgers,  of  the  United  States  frigate  President,  and  will  be  very 
bappy  to  meet  him,  or  any  other  American  frigate  of  eaual  force 
to  tne  President,  off  Sandy  Hook,  for  the  purpose  of  having  a 
few  minutes  tete-a-tete.^^ 

Captain  Hull  saved  him  the  trouble  of  goine  so  far  for  the 
desired  tete-a-tete,  which  resulted  not  quite  to  me  satisfaction 
and  pleasure  of  Captain  Dacres. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Hull  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

J^avy,  dated  August  30,  1812. 

**  I  cannot  ^but  make  you  acquainted  with  the  very  great  assis- 
tance I  received  from  that  valuable  officer,  lieutenant  Morris,  in 
bringing  the  shin  into  action,  and  in  working  her  whilst  along  side 
the  enemy,  and  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  state  that  he  is  badly 
wounded,  being  shot  through  the  body ;  we  have  yet  hopes  of  his 


recoYenr,  when  f  am  sure  he  will  receiTe  tiie  thanks  and  gi 
tade  of  his  country,  for  this  and  the  many  gallant  acta  he 
done  in  its  service.  Were  I  to  name  any  particular  office 
havinfi;  been  more  useful  than  the  rest,  I  should  do  them  gi 
injustice ;  tiiej  all  fought  bravely,  and  gave  me  every  poss 
*  assistance  that  I  could  wish.  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  stat 
jou  ^e  loss  of  lieutenant  Bush,  of  marines :  he  fell  at  the  h 
of  his  men  in  getting  ready  to  board  the  enemv.  In  him 
country  has  lost  a  vaniabie  and  brave  officer.  After  the  fal 
lieutenant  Bush,  lieutenant  Contee  of  the  corps,  took  comm; 
of  the  marines,  and  I  have  pleasure  in  saying  that  his  cond 
was  that  of  a  brave,  good  officer,  and  the  mannes  behaved  i 
great  coolness  and  courage  during  the  action,  and  annoyed 
enemy  very  much  whilst  she  was  under  our  stern." 


UNITED  STATES'  FRIGATE  PRESIDENT, 

BOSTON,  September  1,  1813. 

SIR, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  informing  vou  of  the  arrival  of 
squadron,  and  now  to  state  the  result  and  particulars  of 
cruise* 

Previous  to  leaving  New  York  on  the  Slst  of  June,  I  he 
that  a  British  convoy liad  sailed  from  Jamaica  for  England,  oi 
about  the  20th  of  the  preceding  month,  and  on  being  inforr 
of  the  declaration  of  war  aeainst  Great  Britain,  I  determine 
the  event  of  commodore  Decatur  joining  me  with  the  Ud 
States,  Congress  and  Argus,  as  you  had  directed,  to  go  in 
suit  of  them.    The  United  States,  Congress  and  Argus,  did 
me  on  the  21  st,  with  which  vessels,  this  ship  and  the  Hon 
accordingly  sailed  in  less  than  an  hour  after  I  had  received 
orders  of  tne  18th  of  June,  accompanied  by  your  official  co 
nication  of  the  declaration  of  war. 

On  leaving  New  York,  I  shaped  our  course  south -east  wan 
the  expectation  of  falling  in  with  vessels,  by  which  I  shou) 
of  the  before  mentioned  convoy,  and  tlie  following  nig 
with  an  American  brig  that  gave  me  the  sought  for  inforr 
the  squadron  now  crowded  sail  in  pursuit ;  but  the  next  r 
was  taken  out  of  its  course,  by  the  pursuit  of  a  British 
that  I  since  find  was  the  Belvidera,  relative  to  which  I  b< 
to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  extract  from  my  journal : 
pairing'  as  far  as  possible  the  injury  done  by  the  Bel^ 
our  spars  and  ri^iij^,  we  again  crowded  all  sail  and  res' 
course  in  pursuit  ot  the  convoy,  but  did  not  receive  fu 
telligence  of  it  until  the  29th  of  June,  on  the  western  er 
banks  of  Newfoundland;  where  we  spoke  an  American 
the  master  of  which  reported  that  he  had  two  days  bef< 
them  in  latitadt  43,  longitude  55,  steering  to  the  e; 
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gnrprised  to  find  that  the  squadron  was  still  so  far  to  the 
eastward  of  us,  but  was  ur^ed,  however,  as  well  by  what  I  con- 
sidered mydubr,  as  by  inclination,  to  continue  the  pursuit. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  a  little  to  the  eastward  of  Newfoundland 
bank,  we  fell  in  witn  quantities  of  cocoa-nut  shells,  orange  peels, 
ftc  which  indicated  tnat  the  convoy  were  not  far  distant,  and  we 

K railed  it  with  a^al,  although  frequently  taken  out  of  our  course 
vessels  it  was  necessary  to  chase,  without  saining  any  fur- 
ther intelligence  until  the  9th  of  July,  in  latitude  45,  30,  longi- 
tude 23,  we  captured  the  British  private  armed  bri^  Dolphin,  of 
Jersey,  and  was  informed  by  some  of  her  crew  tliat  uiey  had  seen 
the  convoy  the  preceding  evening,  the  weather  was  not  clear  at 
the  time,  but  that  they  had  counted  85  sail,  and  that  the  force 
charged  with  its  protection  consisted  of  one  two  decker,  a  frigate, 
a  sloop  of  war,  and  a  briff. 

This  was  the  last  intelligence  I  received  of  the  before  men- 
tioned convoy,  altliough  its  pursuit  was  continued  until  the  13th 
of  July,  being  then  within  18  or  £0  hours  sail  of  the  British 
channel.  From  this  we  steered  for  the  island  of  Madeira,  pas- 
sed close  by  it  on  the  21st  of  July,  thence  near  the  Azores,  and 
saw  Corvo  and  Flores  ;  thence  steered  for  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland; and  from  the  latter  place  (by  the  way  of  Cape  Sable) 
to  this  port,  it  having  become  indispensibly  necessary  (by  the 
time  we  reached  our  own  coast)  to  make  the  first  convenient  port 
in  the  United  States  ;  owing,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  to  that  wretch- 
ed disease  the  scurvy,  having  made  its  appearance  on  board  of 
the  vessels,  most  generally  to  a  degree  seriously  alarming. 

From  the  western  part  of  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  to  our 
making  the  island  of  Madeira,  the  weather  was  such,  at  least 
•ixdays  oat  of  seven,  as  to  obscure  from  our  discovery,  every 
sliject  that  we  did  not  pass  within  four  or  five  miles  of,  and  in- 
deed for  several  days  together  the  fog  was  so  thick  as  to  prevent 
oar  seeing  each  other,  even  at  a  cable's  length  asunder,  more  than 
twice  or  thrice  in  twenty-four  hours. 

From  the  time  of  our  leaving  the  United  States  until  our  ar- 
rival here  we  chased  every  vessel  we  saw,  and  you  will  not  be 
a  little  astonished  when  I  inform  you  that,  although  we  brought 
to  every  thing  we  did  chase,  with  the  exception  of  four  vessels, 
we  only  made  seven  captures  and  one  re -capture. 

It  is  truly  an  unpleasant  task  to  be  obligea  to  make  a  commu- 
nication thus  barren  of  benefit  to  our  country :  the  only  consola- 
tioo  I  individually  feel  on  the  occasion,  being  derived  from  our 
bowine  that  our  being  at  sea  obliged  the  enemy  to  concentrate 
a  coMioerable  portion  of  his  most  active  force,  and  thereby  pre- 
vented his  capturing  an  incalculable  amount  of  American  pro- 
perty that  would  otherwise  have  fallen  a  sacrifice. 

I  am  aware  of  the  anxiety  you  must  have  experienced  at  not 
hearing  from  me  for  such  a  length  of  time,  but  this  I  am  sure  you 
will  not  attribute  in  any  degree  to  neglect^  when  I  inform  you  that 


i 


54 

not  a  single  proper  opportunity  occurred  from  the  time  of  leaving 
the  United  States  until  our  return. 

Mr.  Newcomb,  who  will  deliver  jou  this,  you  will  find  an  in- 
telligent young  man,  capable  of  giving  such  further  information 
as  you  may  deem  of  any  moment :  he  will  at  the  same  time  de- 
liver you  a  chart,  shewing  the  track  in  which  we  cruised :  an- 
nexed is  a  list  of  vessels  captured,  re-captured  and  burnt. 

The  four  vessels  we  chased  and  did  not  come  up  with  were, 
the  Belvidera,  a  small  pilot-boat  schooner,  supposed  to  be  an 
American  privateer,  the  hermaphrodite  privateer  brig,  Yankee, 
which  we  lost  sight  of  in  a  fog,  but  whose  character  we  afterwards 
learnt,  and  a  frigate  supposed  to  be  British,  that  we  chased  on 
the  28th  ultimo  near  the  shoal  of  George's  bank,  and  should 
certainly  have  come  up  with,  had  we  have  had  the  advantage  of 
two  hours  more  day -light. 

On  board  of  the  several  vessels  of  the  squadron  there  are  be- 
tween 80  and  100  prisoners  taken  from  the  vessels  we  captured 
during  our  late  cruise :  the  government  not  having  any  agent  for 

Crisoners  here,  1  shall  send  them  to  commodore  Bainbndge,  to 
e  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  best  appears  with  the  interest 
of  the  United  States^  and  which  I  hope  may  meet  your  approba- 
tion. 

'Miih  the  greatest  respect, 
I  have  me  honour  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

The  Hon.  Paul  Hamilton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washing^n. 

One  ahip,  four  brigs,  and  two  schooners  were  captured  during  this  cruise. 


VOLUNTEERS  WANTED. 

Fellow  citizens  op  Ohio, 

At  a  moment  like  this,  I  appeal  to  your  valor  and  patriotism. 
Major  general  Harrison  will  rendezvous  a  respectable  force  of 
Kentucky  volunteers  at  Dayton  on  the  15th  instant  for  a  short 
expedition.  General  Harrison  desires  to  add  to  his  troops  any 
number  of  volunteers  from  the  state  of  Ohio,  who  will  serve  on 
the  expedition  thirty  days.  All  those  who  will  embrace  this  fa- 
vourable opportunity  of  distinguishing  themselves  under  an  able 
commander,  and  of  rendering  to  the  state  of  Ohio  a  valuable  ser- 
vice, will  in  their  equipments  and  movements  follow  the  directiona 
of  General  Harrison,  hereunto  subjoined. 

R.  J.  MEIGS, 

Oovcmorof  Okio. 

Piqua,  Septembers,  1812.. 
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VOLUNTEERS— TO  ARMS !  TO  ARMS ! 

Any  number  of  volunteers,  mounted  and  prepared  for  active 
service,  to  continue  twenty -five  or  thirty  days,  will  be  accepted, 
to  rendezvous  at  the  town  of  Dayton,  on  the  Great  Miami,  on 
the  15th  instant.  It  is  expected  that  the  volunteers  will  provide 
themselves  with  salt  provisions,  and  a  proportion  of  biscuit; 
those  who  are  unable  to  procure  them  will  be  furnished  if  possible. 
Those  brave  men  who  give  their  country  their  services  on  tliis 
occasion,  may  be  assured  that  an  opportunity  of  distinguishing 
themselves  will  be  offered.  I  shall  command  the  expedition  in 
person ;  and  the  number  of  troops  employed  will  be  entirely 
adeqnate  to  the  object  proposed.  I  wish  also  to  hire  a  number 
of  substantial  horses:  fifty  Cents  per  day  will  be  allowed  for  each 
horse  which  is  provided  with  saddle  and  bridle.  Those  patriotic 
citizens  who  are  unable  to  afford  their  personal  assistance,  will 
render  essential  service  to  their  country  by  furnishing  the  horses, 
which  must  be  delivered  in  Dayton  on  the  14th  instant,  to  a  per- 
son who  will  be  authorized  to  receive  and  receipt  for  them. 

W,  H-  HARRISON. 

Head  Quarters,  Piqua,  Sept  2, 1812. 


8.  ¥F.  Culhertsan  to  Mr.  Chambers,  editor  of  the   2^nesviUe 

Messenger,  1812. 

Mr.  Chambers, 

I  have  just  returned  from  Urbanna,  where  governor  Mei^  is 
it  present  with  about  1000  soldiers.  Brigadier  general  Harrison 
is  at  Piqua  with  £000  Kentucky  soldiers,  and  2000  more  in  his 
rear.  Harrison's  presence  appears  to  inspire  every  person  with 
coarage,  and  makes  even  cowards  brave.  His  present  conduct 
evinces  a  determination  to  retrieve  the  injured  reputation  of  our 
country.  He  has  made  a  most  animated  speech  to  the  friendly 
natives  at  Piqua,  who  are  numerous,  and  sueing  for  a  continuance 
of  peace.  lie  has  promised  them  protection,  at  the  same  time 
assuring  them  in  terrific  language,  which  struck  terror  to  all 
hearts,  that  the  name  of  an  Indian  foe  should  not  long  be  known 
among  as— that  tiie  American  army  will  no  longer  be  commanded 
by  an  old  woman. 

Governor  Meigs's  late  patriotic  conduct  and  exertions  appear 
to  be  rewarded  only  with  ingratitude.  He  has  ordered  the  2d 
detachment  of  militia,  which  marched  from  this  place  under  the 
command  of  colonel  M'Connell,  to  be  dismissed,  havine  been 
called  out  contrary  to  his  instructions  and  intentions,  which  must 
hare  been  misunderstood* 

S.  W.  CULBERTSON. 


Estract  of  a  letter fromOov.  Harrison  to  Chv,  Shelby^  datei 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  PIQUA, 

September  5th,  1812, 4  o«clock,  A.  IL 

"The  British  and  Indians  have  laid  siege  to  Fort  Wayne,  per- 
haps have  taken  it.  It  is  their  object  to  push  on  to  Fort  Harrison 
and  Vincennes.  You  will,  my  clear  sir,  leave  nothing  undone,  I 
am  convinced,  to  relieve  those  places ;  but  it  must  be  done  with 
mounted  men,  who  will  carry  the  greater  part  of  their  own  pro- 
visions. Miller's  regiment  I  hope  have  marched  from  the  falls  ; 
it  ought  to  be  followed  by  a  considerable  force  of  mounted  men. 
I  have  already  detached  colonel  Allen,  with  900  Kentucky  infan- 
try, (towards  Fort  Wayne)  he  is  to  bejoined  by  700  mounted  men 
that  are  advanced  of  this ;  but  I  have  been  unable  to  move  with 
the  rest  of  the  army  for  the  want  of  two  essential  articles ;  a 
small  supply  will  be  up  to  day,  and  the  troops  will  be  ready  to 
march  in  two  hours.  Great  God  !  what  an  opportunity  I  may 
lose  of  avenging  my  country  and  saving  the  frontiers,  for  the 
want  of  a  few  trifling  articles.  However,  we  are  amply  sup- 
plied with  bayonets,  and  our  spirits  are  roused  to  the  mghest 
pitch.    Indignation  and  resentment  fire  every  breast." 


WASHINGTON,  September  10th,  1812. 

Having  been  ordered  on  to  this  place  by  colonel  M 'Arthur, 
for  the  purpose  of  communicating  to  tlie  government  such  par- 
ticulars respecting  the  expedition  lately  commanded  by  briga- 
dier general  Hull  and  its  disastrous  result,  as  might  enable  them 
correctly  to  appreciate  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men,  and 
to  develope  the  causes  which  produced  so  foul  a  stain  upon  the 
national  cnaracter,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  consider- 
ation the  following  statement : 

When  the  forces  landed  in  Canada,  they  landed  with  an  ardent 
zeal,  and  stimulated  with  the  hope  of  conquest.  No  enemy  ap- 
peared within  view  of  us,  and  had  an  immediate  and  vigorous 
attack  been  made  upon  Maiden,  it  would  doubtless  have  fallen 
an  easy  victory.  I  knew  general  Hull  afterwards  declared  he 
regretted  this  attack  had  not  been  made,  and  he  had  every  reason 
to  believe  success  would  have  crowned  his  efforts.  The  reasons 
jgiven  for  delaying  our  operations  was  to  mount  our  heavy  cannon» 
and  to  afford  to  the  Canadian  militia  time  and  opportunity  to 
quit  an  obnoxious  service.  In  the  course  of  two  weeks  the 
number  of  their  militia  who  were  embodied,  had  decreased  by 
desertion,  from  six  hundred  to  one  hundred  men ;  and,  in  the 
course  of  three  weeks,  the  cannon  were  mounted,  the  ammuni- 
tion fixed,  and  every  preparation  made  for  an  immediate  invest- 
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lAent  of  the  fort    At  ^  council,  at  which  were  present  all  ite 
field  officers,  and  which  was  held  two  days  before  our  prepara- 
tions were  completed,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  make  an 
immediate  attempt  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  expedition* 
If  by  wi^iting.two  days  we  could  have  the  service  of  our  heavj 
airtillery,  it  was  agreed  to  wait;  if  not,  it  was  determined  to  go 
'Without  it  and  attempt  the  place  by  storm.    This  opinion  lap- 
peared  to  correspond  with  the  views  of  the  general,  and  the  da/ 
"^^as  appointed  for  commencing  our  march.    He  declared  to  me 
that  he  considered  himself  pledged  to  lead  the  army  to  Maiden. 
"Hie  ammunition  was  placed  in  the  wagons ;  the  cannon  were 
^mliarked  on  board  the  floating  batteries,  and  every  requisite 
^liicle  was  prepared.    The  spint  and  zeal,  the  ardor  and  anima* 
tiou  displayed  by  the  officers  and  men  on  learning  the  near  accum* 
pUahment  of  their  wishes,  were  a  sure  and  sacred  pledge,  that  in 
^e  hour  of  trial  they  would  not  be  found  wanting  in  duty  to  their 
Country  and  themselves.    But  a  chanse  of  measures,  in  opposi- 
l^on  to  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  all  the  officers,  was  aclopted 
'^y  the  general.    The  plan  of  attacking  Maiden  was  abandoned^ 
^^d.  instead  of  acting  offensively,  we  broke  up  our  camp,  evacu- 
**^d  Canada,  and  re-crossed  the  river  in  the  night,  without  evei| 
**^«   shadow  of  an  enemy  to  injure  us.    We  left  to  the  tender 
''^^rcy  of  the  enemy,  the  miserable  Canadians  who  had  joined 
^s»    and  the  protection  we  afforded  them  was  but  a  passport  of 
^^ugeance.    This  fatal  and  unaccountable  step  dispirited  the 
^foopg,  and  destroyed  the  little  confidence  which  a  series  of 
^^i3Eiia,  irresolute  and  indecisive  measures  had  left  in  the  com« 
A^anding  officer. 

About  the  10th  of  August,  the  enemy  received  a  reinforce^ 
^ent  of  four  hundred  men.  On  the  12th,  the  commanding  of« 
T^^rs  of  three  of  the  re^ments  (the  fourth  was  absent)  were 
^ibrmed  through  a  medium  which  admitted  of  no  doubt,  that 
^|2>^  general  had  stated,  that  a  capitulation  would  be  necessarjn, 
pHey  on  the  same  dav  addressed  to  governor  Meigs,  of  Ohio,  %' 
letter,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

**  Believe  all  the  bearer  will  tell  you.  Believe  it,  however  it 
'^jr  astonish  you,  as  much  as  if  told  by  one  of  us.  Even  a 
^r***— — —  is  talked  of  by  the  — — —  The  bearer  will  fill 
^^  vacancy." 

.  *t1ie  doubtful  fate  of  this  letter  rendered  it  necessary  to  usq 
Sj^^camspection  in  its  details,  and  therefore  the  blanks  were  leftt 
^e  word  'capitulation'  will  fill  the  first,  and  *  commanding  ge* 
'^^jtal'  the  otiier.  As  no  enemy  was  near  us,  and  as  the  superi* 
^^ty-  of  our  force  was  manifest,  we  could  see  no  necessity  for 
^^kitiilatinff,  nor  any  propriety  in  alluding  to  it.  We  therefore 
^^tmnined  in  the  fast  resort  to  incur  the  responsibility  of  di« 
^^ting  the  general  of  his  command.  This  plan  was  eventually 
''^vented  by  two  of  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments  beiiy 
^^^ered  upon  detachments. 

S     .. 


On  the  ISth,  the  British  took  a  position  opposite  to  Detroit, 
mnd  be^an  to  throw  up  works.  During  that  and  the  two  following 
days,  thejr  pursued  their  object  without  interruption,  and  esta- 
blished a  battery  for  two  18  pounders  and  an  8  inch  howitzer. 
About  sun-set  on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  a  detachment  of  550 
men,  from  the  regiments  commanded  by  colonel  M* Arthur  and 
myself,  was  ordered  to  march  to  the  river  Raisin,  to  escort  the 
provisions,  which  had  some  time  remained  tliere  protected  by  a 
party  under  the  command  of  captain  Brush. 

On  Saturday,  the  15tli,  about  I  o'clock,  a  flag  of  truce  arriv- 
ed from  Sandwich,  bearing  a  summons  from  general  Brock,  for 
the  surrender  of  the  town  and  fort  of  Detroit,  stating  he  could  ne 
longer  restrain  the  fury  of  the  savages.  To  this  an  immediate 
and  spirited  refusal  was  returned.  About  4  o'clock  their  batte- 
ries began  to  play  upon  the  town.  Tlie  fire  was  returned  and 
continued  witnout  interruption  and  with  little  cflect  till  dark— 
their  shells  were  thrown  till  1 1  o^clock. 

At  day  light  the  firing  on  botii  sides  re-commenced  ;  about  the 
same  time  tlie  enemy  began  to  land  troops  at  tlie  Spring  AVells, 
three  miles  below  Detroit,  protected  by  two  of  their  armed  vea- 
aels.  Between  6  and  7  o^ciock  they  had  eifecte<l  their  landing, 
and  immediately  took  up  their  line  of  march ;  they  moved  in  a 
close  column  of  platoons,  twelve  in  front,  upon  the  bank  of  the 
river. 

The  4th  regiment  was  stationed  in  the  fort ;  the  Ohio  volun- 
teers and  a  part  of  the  Michigan  militia,  behind  some  pickets^ 
in  a  situation  in  which  tlie  whole  flank  of  the  enemy  would  have  « 
been  exposed.  The  residue  of  the  Michigan  militia  were  in  the  ^ 
upper  part  of  the  town  to  resist  the  incursions  of  the  savages.  .^ 
Two  24  pounders  loaded  with  grape  shot  were  posted  on  a  com- 
manding eminence,  ready  to  sweep  the  advancing  column.  In 
this  situation,  the  superiority  of  our  position  was  apparent,  and 
our  troops,  in  the  eager  expectation  of  victory,  awaited  the  an-  —  ^ 
proach  of  the  enemy.  Not  a  sigh  of  discontent  broke  upon  tne^s^^  ^ 
ear;  not  a  look  of  cowardice  met  the  eye.  Every  man  expectedC^  •?< 
a  proud  day  for  his  country,  and  each  was  anxious  that  his  indi —  — 
vidual  exertion  should  contribute  to  the  general  result. 

"When  the  head  of  their  column  arrived  witliin  about  five  hun- 
dred yards  of  our  line,  orders  were  received  from  general  Hul' 
for  the  whole  to  retreat  to  the  fort,  and  for  tlie  twenty -four  poun 
ders  not  to  open  upon  the  enemy.    One  universal  burst  of  indig 
nation  was  apparent  upon  the  receipt  of  this  (»rder.  Those,  who8» 
conviction  was  the  deliberate  result  of  a  dispassionate  examine 

tion  of  passing  events,  saw  the  folljr  and  impropriety  of  crowi 

ing  1100  men  into  a  little  work,  which  SOO  could  fully  man,an^  ^d 
into  which  the  shot  and  shells  of  the  enemy  were  continuall-i-Jy 
falling.    The  fort  was  in  this  manner  filled  ;  the  men  were  dSKi- 
rected  to  stack  their  arms,  and  scarcely  was  an  opportunity  z^^ti- 
forded  ol*  moving.  Shortly  after  a  white  flag  was  hung  out  upo  ^^b 
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the  walls.  A  British  officer  rode  up  to  enc|iiire  the  cause*  A 
communication  passed  between  the  commanding  generals,  which 
ended  in  the  capitulation  submitted  to  you.  In  entering  into  thia 
capitulation,  the  general  took  counsel  from  his  own  feelings  only* 
Not  an  officer  was  consulted.  Not  one  anticipated  a  surrender 
till  he  saw  the  white  flag  displayed.  Even  the  women  were  in- 
dignant at  so  shameful  a  degradation  of  the  American  character, 
and  all  felt  as  they  should  have  felt,  but  he  who  held  in  his  handsi 
the  reins  of  authority. 

Our  morning  report  of  that  morning  made  our  effective  men 
present  fit  for  duty  1060,  without  including  the  detachment  be* 
lore  alluded  to,  an ^  without  including  300  of  the  Michigan  uiili- 
tia  on  duty.  About  dark  on  Sunday  evening  the  detachment  sent 
to  escort  the  provisions  received  orders  from  general  Hull  to  re- 
tuni  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible.  About  ten  o'clock 
the  next  day  they  arrived  within  si^ht  of  Detroit.  Had  a  firing 
been  heard,  or  any  resistance  visible,  they  would  have  imme* 
diately  advanced  and  attacked  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  The  si* 
tnation  in  which  this  detachment  was  placed,  although  the  result 
of  accident,  was  the  best  for  annoying  the  enemy  and  cutting  off 
his  retreat  that  could  have  been  selected.  With  his  raw  troops 
enclosed  between  two  fires  and  no  hopes  of  succour,  it  is  hazard- 
ing little  to  say,  that  very  few  would  have  escaped. 

I  have  been  informed  by  colonel  Findley,  who  saw  the  return 
of  the  quarter  master  general  the  day  after  the  surrender,  that 
their  whole  force  of  every  description,  white,  red  and  black,  was 
1030.  They  had  twenty -nine  platoons,  twelve  in  a  platoon,  of 
«ea  dressed  in  uniform.  Many  of  these  were  evidently  Cana- 
dim  militia.  Tl^e  rest  of  their  militia  increased  their  white 
farce  to  about  seven  hundred  men. 

The  number  of  their  Indians  could  not  be  ascertained  with  any 
degree  of  precision ;  not  many  were  visible.  And  in  the  event  of 
an  attack  upon  the  town  and  fort«  it  was  a  species  of  force  which 
coold  have  afforded  no  material  advantage  to  the  enemy. 

In  endeavouring  to  appreciate  the  motives  and  to  investigate 
the  causes  which  led  to  an  event  so  unexpected  and  dishonoura- 
ble, it  is  impossible  to  find  any  solution  in  the  relative  strength  of 
the  contending  parties,  or  in  the  measures  of  resistance  in  our 
power.  That  we  were  far  superior  to  the  enemy ;  that  upon  any 
•rdinary  principles  of  calculation,  we  could  have  defeated  them, 
tlie  wounded  and  indignant  feelings  of  every  man  there  will  testify. 

A  few  days  before  the  surrender,  I  was  informed  by  general 
Hall,  we  had  400  rounds  of  24  pound  shot  fixed,  and  about  100,000 
cartridges  made.  We  surrendered  with  the .  fort  40  barrels 
rf  powder  and  £500  stand  of  arms. 

The  state  of  our  provisions  has  not  been  generally  understood. 
On  the  day  of  the  surrender  we  had  fifteen  days  of  provisions  of 
every  kind  on  hand.  Of  meat  there  was  plenty  in  the  country, 
Ittd  arrangements  had  been  made  for  .purcliasing  and  grinding 
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ike  flour.  It  wafl  calculated  we  could  readily  procure  three 
month's  provisions,  independent  of  150  barrels  of  dour,  and  1300 
head  of  cattle  which  had  been  forwarded  from  the  state  of  Ohio» 
which  remained  at  the  river  Raisin  under  captain  Brush,  withiii 
ivach  of  the  armj. 

But  had  we  been  totally  destitute  of  provisions,  our  duty  and 
our  interest  undoubtedly  was  to  fight.  The  enemy  invited  us  ta 
meet  him  in  the  field. 

By  defeating  him  the  whole  country  would  have  been  open  to 
hb,  and  the  object  of  our  expedition  gloriously  and  successfully 
obtained.    If  we  had  been  aefeated  we  had  nothing  to  do  but  to      4 
retreat  to  the  fort,  and  make  the  best  defence  which  clrcura* 
stances  and  our  situation  rendered  practicable.    But  basely  to  snr-     — 
render  without  firing  a  gun— tamely  to  submit  without  raisins  a   .m 
iiayonet— -disgracefully  to  pass  in  review  before  an  enemy  as  m-  -^ 
ferior  in  the  quality  as  in  the  number  of  his  forces,  were  circum-  — 
stance^,  which  excited  feelings  of  indignation  more  easily  fielt 
than  described.    To  see  the  whole  of  our  men  flushed  widi  th 

hope  of  victory,  ei^rly  awaiting  the  approaching  contest ;  to  

ifaem  afterwards  dispirited,  hopeless  ana  desponding,  at  least  500^^^:^ 
shedding  tears,  because  tiiey  were  not  allowed  to  meet  tfa  '       ~ 
country's  foe,  and  to  fight  their  country's  battles,  excited  sensa- 
tions, which  no  American  has  ever  before  had  cause  to  feel, 
trhich,  I  trust  in  God,  will  never  again  be  felt,  while  one  man  re- 
mains to  defend  the  standard  of  the  union. 

I  am  expressly  authorized  to  state,  that  colonel  M' Arthur 
colonel  Findley,  and  lieutenant  colonel  Miller,  view  this  transac 
tion  in  the  light  which  I  do.    They  know  and  feel,  that  no 
cumstance  in  our  situation,  none  in  that  of  the  enemy,  can  ezcUL 
a  capitulation  so  dishonourable  and  unjustifiable.    This  too  is  thi 
universal  sentiment  among  the  troops  ;  and  I  shall  be  surpris 
to  learn,  that  there  is  one  man,  who  thinks  it  was  necessary 
sheath  his  sword,  or  lay  down  his  musket. 

I  was  informed  bv  eeneral  Hull  the  morning  after  the  capi.. 
tion,  that  the  British  forces  consisted  of  1800  regulars,  and  that 
surrendered  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  human  blood.  That 
magnified  their  reeular  force  nearly  five  fold,  there  can  be 
doubt.  Whether  the  philanthropic  reason  assigned  by  him  is 
snflSicient  justification  tor  surrenaering  a  fortified  town,  an  ar 
and  a  territory,  is  for  the  government  to  determine.  Confid 
I  am,  that  had  the  courage  and  conduct  of  the  general  been  eqos 
to  the  spirit  and  zeal  of  the  troops,  the  event  would  have  m 
as  brilliant  and  successliil  as  it  now  is  disastrous  and  dishono 
able. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  yours,  &C 
LRWIS  CASS, 
Col.  3d  reg.  Ohio  volnnteers* 

The  Hon.  wnfiam  Etistin, 

Oecrelny  of  Wtf  / 
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ATTACK  ON  FORT  HARRISON. 

FORT  HARRISON,  September  10, 1812. 

SIR. 

On  Thursday  eTcning,  the  3d  instant,  after  retreat  beating; 
fcor  nos  were  heard  to  fire  in  the  direction,  where  two  joung 
men  (citizens  who  resided  here)  were  making  hay,  about  400 
yards  distant  from  the  fort.  I  was  immediately  impressed  with 
the  idea  that  they  were  killed  by  Indians,  as  the  Miamies  or 
IVaes  liad  that  day  informed  me  that  the  Prophet's  party  would 
•oon  be  here  for  the  purpose  of  commencing  hostilities ;  and  that 
they  bad  been  directed  to  leave  this  place,  wiiich  they  were  about 
to  do.  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  send  out  at  tnat  late  hour 
•f  the  night  to  see  what  became  of  them ;  and  their  not  cominr 
iii»  convinced  me  that  I  was  right  in  my  conjecture^  I  waited 
nntil  8  o'clock  next  morning,  to  find  them,  when  I  sent  out  a 
corporal,  with  a  small  party  to  find  them,  if  it  could  be  done 
wioiout  running  too  much  risk  of  being  drawn  into  an  ambus- 
cade. He  soon  sent  back  to  inform  me  that  he  had  found  them 
both  killed,  and  wished  to  know  my  further  orders.  I  sent  the'cart 
and  oxen,  and  had  them  brought  in  and  buried ;  they  had  been 
each  abot  with  two  balls,  scalped  and  cut  in  the  most  shocking 
■ttoner.  Late  iu  the  evening  of  the  4th  instant,  Joseph-  Lenar 
and  between  30  and  40  Indians  arrived  from  Prophet's  town 
widi  a  white  flag,  amone  whom  were  about  10  women,  and  the 
Men  were  composed  of  the  chiefs  of  the  different  tribes  that^ 
eonqK/ae  the  Prophet's  party. 

A  Shawnee  man,  that  spoke  good  English,  informed  me  that 

fM  Lenar  intended  to  speak  to  me  next  momine,  and  try  to  get 

fonethinx  to  eat.  At  retreat  beating  I  examined  the  men's  arms, 

and  found  them  all  in  good  order,  and  completed  their  cartridges 

ts  IG  rounds  per  man.   As  I  had  not  been  able  to  mount  a  guard 

ef  more  than  6  privates  and  2  non-commissioned  officers,  for 

flone  time  past,  and  sometimes  part  of  them  every  other  day, 

firom  ^  unhealthiness  of  the  company,  I  had  not  conceived  my 

farce  adequate  to  the  defence  of  this  post,  should  it  be  vigorously 

attacked,  for  some  time  past.   As  I  had  j  ust  recovered  from  a  very 

ttfere  attack  of  the  fever,  I  was  not  able  to  be  up  much  througn, 

the  ni^t.    After  tatoo,  I  cautioned  the  guards  to  be  vigilant,  and 

irdbred  one  of  the  non-commissioned  ofiicers  (as  the  sentinels 

Mid  not  see  every  part  of  the  garrison)  to  walk  round  the  inside 

diring  tbe  whole  night,  to  prevent  the  Indians  taking  any  advan- 

taae  of  us,  provided  they  had  any  intention  of  attacking  us*. 

Aoout  1 1  o'clock  I  was  awakened  by  the  firing  of  the  sentinela. 

1  sprang  up,  ran  out,  and  ordered  the  men  to  their  posts,  when  my 

€roerly  sergeant,  who  had  charge  of  the  block  house,  called  out 

that  the  Indians  had  fired  the  lower  block  house,  which  contained 

the  property  of  the  contractor,  which  was  deposited  in  the  lower 

f^,  tiie  upper  part  biving  boon  assigned  to  a  corporal  and  ITT 
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privateB»  as  an  alarm  post ;  the  guns  had  began  to  fire 
smartly  from  both  sides.  I  directed  the  buckets  to  be  ^ 
and  water  brought  from  the  well,  and  the  fire  extinguish 
mediately,  as  it  was  hardly  perceivable  at  that  time  ;  bi 
debility  or  some  other  cause  the  men  were  very  slow  in  e\\ 
my  orders  ;  the  word  appeared  to  throw  them  all  into  con 
and  by  the  time  they  had  sot  the  water,  and  broke  open  th 
the  fire  had  communicated  to  a  quantity  of  whiskey  ;  and  i 
of  every  exertion  we  could  make  use  of,  in  less  than  a  m 
it  ascended  to  the  roof,  and  baffled  every  effort  we  couli 
to  extinguish  it 

As  that  block  house  adjoined  the  barracks  that  make 
the  fortifications,  most  of  the  men  immediately  gave  then 
tip  for  lost,  and  I  had  the  ^eatest  difficulty  in  getting 
my  orders  executed ;  and,  sir,  from  the  racing  of  the  fire,  th 
ing  and  howling  of  several  hundred  Indians,  the  cries  of 
men  and  children  who  had  taken  shelter  in  the  fort,  and  tl 
ponding  of  so  many  of  the  men  (which  was  worse  than 
can  assure  you  that  my  feelings  were  unpleasant.  Indee< 
were  not  more  than  10  or  15  men  able  to  do  a  great  d< 
others  being  either  sick  or  convalescent,  and  to  add  to  oi 
fortunes,  two  of  the  stoutest  men  of  the  fort,  and  that  I  liad 
confidence  in,  jumped  the  picket  and  left  us.  But  my  pr 
of  mind  did  not  for  a  moment  forsake  me.  I  saw  by  th 
off  part  of  the  roof  that  joined  the  block  house  that  was  < 
and  keeping  the  end  perfectly  wet,  the  whole  row  of  bu 
might  be  saved,  and  leave  only  an  entrance  of  18  or  20  1 
the  Indians  to  enter,  after  the  house  was  consumed  ;  and 
temporary  breast  work  might  be  erected  to  prevent  eve 
enti»ing  there.    I  convinced  the  men  that  this  could  be  i 

Slished,  and  it  appeared  to  inspire  them  with  new  life,  and 
id  men  act  with  more  firmness  or  desperation :  those  tha 
able,  (while  tlie  others  kept  up  a  fire  from  the  other  block 
and  the  two  bastions,^  mounted  the  roofs  of  the  houses 
doctor  Clarke  at  their  head,  (who  acted  with  the  greates 
ness  and  presence  of  mind  the  whole  time  the  attack 
which  was  8  hours  under  a  shower  of  bullets,)  and  in  a  m 
threw  off  as  much  of  the  roof  as  was  necessary.  This  wai 
witii  the  loss  of  one  man  only,  and  two  wounded,  neither  o 
dangerously ;  the  man  tliat  was  killed  was  a  little  derange 
did  not  get  off  the  house  as  soon  as  directed,  or  he  wou 
have  been  hurt;  and  although  the  barracks  were  several 
in  a  blaze,  the  nien  used  such  exertions  tliat  they  kept  it  i 
and  before  day-light,  raised  a  temporary  breast-work  as  li 
a  man's  head,  although  the  Indians  continued  to  pour  in  a 
fire  of  ball,  and  an  innumerable  quantity  of  arrows,  duri: 
whole  time  the  attack  lasted,  in  every  part  of  the  parade. 
I  had  but  one  other  man  killed,  nor  any  other  wounded 
the  fort,  and  he  lost  his  life  by  being  too  anxious :  he  got  in 
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of  the  gallies  in  the  bastions  and  fired  over  the  pickets,  and  called  to 
Ms  comrades  that  he  had  killed  an  Indian,  ana  neglecting  to  stoop 
down,  in  an  instant  he  was  shot  dead.    One  of  the  men  that  jump- 
ed the  picket  returned  an  hour  before  day,  and  running  towards 
the  gate,  begged  for  God^s  sake  it  might  be  opened.    1  suspect- 
ed it  to  be  a  stratagem  of  the  Indians  to  get  in.    As  I  dia  not 
jnecoUect  the  voice,  I  directed  the  men  in  the  bastion  where  I 
happened  to  be,  to  shoot  him,  let  him  be  who  he  would,  and  one 
of  tiiem  fired  at  him,  but  fortunately  he  ran  up  to  the  otiier  bas- 
tion, where  thej  knew  his  voice,  and  doctor  Clarke  directed  him 
to  lie  down  close  to  the  pickets  behind  an  empty  barrel  that  hap- 
pened to  be  there,  and  at  day -light  I  had  him  let  in.  His  arm  was 
broke  in  a  most  shocking  manner,  which  he  says  was  done  by  the 
Indians,  and  which  I  suppose  was  the  cause  of  his  returning.  The 
other  man  they  caught  about  1 20  yards  from  the  garrison,  and  cut 
bim  all  to  pieces.    After  keeping  up  a  constant  fire,  until  about 
6  o'clock  the  next  morning,  whicli  we  began  to  return  with  some 
eBect  after  day-l^ht,  they  removed  out  of  the  reach  of  our  euns. 
A.  |Mrty  of  them  orove  up  the  horses  that  belonged  to  the  citizens 
here,  and  as  they  could  not  catch  them  very  readily,  shot  the 
wiiole  of  them  in'  our  sight,  as  well  as  a  number  of  their  hoes. 
T*hej  drove  off  tlie  cattle,  which  amounted  to  65  head,  with  tiie 
p^ibuc  oxen.    I  had  the  vacancv  filled  up  before  nisht  (which  was 
oocasioned  by  the  burning  of  the  block  nouse)  wi£  a  strong  row 
or  pickets,  which  I  got  by  pulling  down  the  guard  house.  We  lost 
the  whole  of  our  provisions,  but  must  make  out  to  live  upon  green 
corn  until  we  can  get  a  supply,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  long. 
^  believe  the  whole  of  the  Miamies  or  Waes,  were  with  the  Pro- 
phet's party,  as  one  chief  ^ve  his  orders  in  that  language,  which 
resembled  Stone-eater's  voice,  and  I  believe  Negro-lees  was  there 
l^ewise.    A  Frenchman  here  understands  their  diflTerent  lan- 
S^utges,  and  several  of  the  Waes  that  have  been  frequently  here. 
^ere  recognized  by  the  soldiers  next  momine.  The  Indians  suf- 
fered smartly,  but  were  so  numerous  as  to  take  off*  all  that  were 
^ot :  they  continued  with  us  until  the  next  morning,  but  made 
^  Airther  attempt  on  the  fort,  nor  have  we  seen  any  thing  more 
^  them  since. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  yours,  &c. 

Z.  TAYLOR. 
^^  excellency  gov.  Harrison. 


FORT  MADISON,  September  10, 1812. 

1^^  On  the  5th  instant,  this  garrison  was  attacked  by  a  numerous 
^'^^y  of  Indians.  They  began  by  their  usual  mode  of  sneaking 
?P»  ()ne  man,  who  had  liberty  to  go  outside  upon  a  necessary  oc- 
^^iim,  was  killed,  tomahawked  and  scalped  within  twenty-five 
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paces  of  the  sentinel  who  wan  stationed  in  a  block  house,  nol« 
tvithstanding  the  sentinel  fired  on  them. 

In  a  little  time  the  attack  commenced  with  a  prettj  general 
discharee  of  fire  arms  on  all  sides — the  balls  and  buck  shot  fell 
in  like  hail  and  continued  until  dark.    They  then  retired. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  they  appeared  in  small  squads  it. 
every  direction— a  part  under  the  bank  firing  into  our  loop  holes* 
while  others  were  employed  in  killing  all  the  liye  stock  in  the 
place.  At  4  o'clock  r.  M.  they  all  collected  under  the  bank  of 
the  river  and  commenced  firing  at  our  flag  and  block  houses,  and 
after  firing  about  400  shot  the^  cut  the  halyards  and  the  flas  fell 
inside :  a  general  shout  was  given  by  them  as  a  triumph  of  vic- 
tory. They  continued  in  part  till  after  night,  and  kept  up  a  firo 
while  one  took  away  the  man  whom  they  had  killed,  which  we 
were  unable  to  effect,  as  we  did  not  know  the  number  that  might 
be  there. 

On  the  momine  of  the  7th,  about  the  first  thing  that  presented 
to  our  view  was  me  man's  head  and  heart  stuck  upon  sticks,  the 
head  painted  after  the  manner  of  themselves.  Tney  kept  a  fire 
upon  us  all  day,  during  which  time  a  party  of  them  set  Mr.  Juliean's 
houses  on  fire,  and  in  a  short  time  I  discovered  our  boats  were 
all  in  flames.  I  must  confess  that  at  this  moment  I  felt  some  little 
confusion,  but  no  alternative  was  left  but  the  greatest  exertions : 
we  had  8  old  gun  barrels  made  into  squirt^  and  made  holes 
through  the  tops  of  the  block  houses,  and  in  a  few  minutes  we 
were  able  to  make  them  as  wet  as  if  there  had  fallen  a  shower  of 
rain.  The  little  panic  was  soon  dissipated  and  we  felt  ourselves 
•gain  secure ;  but  the  greatest  efforts  were  made  on  the  part  of 
the  Indians  to  consume  us  in  flames.  They  wounded  one  of  our 
men  in|the  face  but  not  dangerous.  By  sundown  1  discovered 
Mr.  M'Nabb's  house  on  fire,  which  led  me  to  believe  that  they  in- 
tended to  bum  all.  The  wind  had  fallen.  I  despatched  a  roan  ia 
the  dark  with  a  stick  of  port  fire  and  instruments  to  set  fire  to  the 
factory,  which  was  performed. 

On  the  8th,  they  did  not  make  their  appearance  until  9  o'clock 
A.  M.  which  was  in  an  old  stable  that  they  had  fortified  the  pre- 
ceding night,  but  were  soon  dislodged  by  two  cannon  shot. 

They  then  resumed  tlieir  old  station  under  tlie  banks  and  fired 
upon  us,  while  others  continued  throwing  showers  of  fire  chunks 
and  arrows  prepared  with  suitable  matter  to  take  fire,  but  our 
gun  barrel  squirts  soon  extinguished  tiiem.  This  was  their  last 
and  longest  effort  which  was  continued  until  10  o'clock  at  night. 
We  have  not  seen  one  since,  but  I  fear  a  party  hangs  about  to 
take  the  first  man  that  shows  his  head. 

It  is  incumbent  on  me  to  ^ve  you  a  very  particular  idea  of  our 
situation.  This  garrison  is  m  the  most  ineligible  place  that  ever 
could  have  been  chosen  b^  any  man  even  if  ne  would  try.  The 
Indians  are  much  better  fortified  than  we.  On  the  south  side  of 
the  river  the  bank  aflbrds  them  a  complete  shelter,  and  would  take  a 
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nt  of  men  a  month  to  make  it  so  that  we  could  ra(e  itr 
the  cast  it  is  worse  jet  On  the  west  a  spring  run  affords 
^uodier  bank  which  cannot  be  removed.  On  the  north  a  hill  com- 
Vnands  us  completely,  which  I  know  from  experience^  as  I  could 
mioi  pass  from  one  block  house  to  the  other  without  being  fired 
iBpoD. 

Indeed,  sir,  the  Indians  have  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  possess 
themselves  of  these  places  and  cut  off*  every  man  that  shows  him- 
'Self  ootaide ;  for  we  must  have  wood  in  the  winter  and  cold  season. 
The  fact  is  that  I  will  positively  evacuate  this  post  by  the  \5^ 
^  J^bvember  next,  if  there  is  no  means  taken  to  render  the 
lives  of  the  men  more  secure.    The  truth  is,  that  it  ought  not  to 
ke  occupied  in  a  time  of  war,  since  it  cannot  be  bettered  in  the 
^tlace  where  it  stands ;  itousht  to  be  moved  off"  this  point  entire- 
ly. 1  haTc  not  a  yoke  of  catfle  to  provide  us  with  a  stick  of  wood, 
and  if  I  had,  I  have  no  forage.     You  now  will  know  my  deter- 
BinatioD,  and  I  hope  you  will  endeavour  to  render  me  some  re- 
lief 

I  am,  with  respect  yours,  &c, 

T.  HAMILTON, 

Lieut  1st  Regt*  Lt.  Infy.  Comg. 
lient  GoL  D.  BiaseO. 


CRUISE  OF  THE  SCHOONER  ROSSIE,  October,  1812. 

txtrMctfram  the  log-hook  of  the  Schooner  Rossie,  Commodore 

Barney,  commander. 

July  l£th,  sailed  from  Baltimore.  July  15th,  left  Cape 
Henry.  July  17th,  spoke  ship  Electra,  of  Philadelphia,  informed 
ker  of  the  war.  July  21st,  spoke  brie  Triton,  of  Portsmouth, 
ialormed  her  of  the  war.  Spoke  ship  Rising  Sun,  of  Baltimore^ 
iDforaed  her  of  the  war.  July  22d,  seized  brig  Nymph,  of  New- 
bwyport,  for  breach  of  tlie  non -importation  law ;  spoke  ship 

Besenre  of  Bath ;  brig ,  from  Lisbon  to  New-London,  in- 

femied  her  of  the  war.  July  23d,  was  chased  by  a  frigate ;  fired 
§5  shot  at  us ;  outsailed  herl  July  SOth,  chased  by  a  frigate ;  out- 
sailed her.  July  31st,  took  and  burnt  the  ship  Princess-Royal* 
August  1st,  took  and  manned  the  ship  Kitty;  2d,  took  and  burnt 
Hie  following :  brie  Fame,  brig  Devonsliire,  schooner  Squid,  and 
took  the  brie  Brothers— put  on  board  her  60  prisoners,  and  sent 
her  to  St.  Johns,  to  be  exchanged  for  as  many  Americans.  3d. 
took  and  sunk  the  brig  Henry  and  schooner  Race -horse  ;  burnt 
tiie  schooner  Halifax,  manned  the  brig  William  (arrived)  and 
gave  the  schooner  Two  Brothers  to  40  prisoners,  and  sent  them 
to  St.  Johns,  on  parole.  9th,  took  the  snip  Jeanie,  after  a  short 
aetion ;  H^e  mounting  12  guns ;  sent  her  for  the  United  States 
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(arrived.)  lOth/seized  the  brig  Rebecca,  of  Saco,  from  London, 
tor  a  breach  of  the  Aon -importation  law,  (arrived.)  Hth,  spoke 
brig  Hazard,  from  Cadiz,  informed  her  of  the  war.     I6th,  spoke  * 

ship   Hercules,  from  Malta,  informed  her  of  the  war.     17A,  ^ 

spoKe  brig  Favorite,  from  Cadiz  to  Boston.    20th,  spoke  brig  ^ 

John  Adams,  who  had  been  captured  and  plundered  by  the  Over-  ^ 

riere,  and  let  go.  August  25th,  seized  snip  Euphrates,  of  New  ^ 
Bedford,  for  breach  of  the  non -importation  law,  (arrived.)  28tlu  ^ 
epoke  a  brig,  prize  to  the  Benjamin  Franklin,  privateer.  9!M^  ^j 
spoke  ship  Jewell,  of  Portland,  informed  her  of  the  war.  SOttu        ^j 

Soke  schooner  Ann  and  Marj,  of  New  London,  informed  her  of      " 
e  war.  September  7,  spoke  brig ,  from  Providence,  Rhode 

Island,  in  distress ;  left  her  under  care  of  the  Revenue  Cutter,  of 
Newport.     9th,  chased  bj  three  ships  of  war,  a  short  chase. 
10th,  spoke  ship  Joseph,  from  Bonavista,  informed  her  of  the  war. 
10th,  spoke  a  brig,  prize  to  the  schooner  Saratoga,  of  New  York. 
12th,  cnased  by  a  frigate  six  hours ;  outsailed  her.     I6th»  took  his 
Britannic  majesty's  packet  ship  Princess  Amelia,  after  a  severe 
action  of  nearly  an  hour,  at  pistol-shot  distance.    The  captain,  ^ 
sailing-master,  and  one  man'  was  killed,  the  master's  mate  and  " 
six  men  wounded.    We  had  Mr.  Long,  first  lieutenant,  severely 
wounded,  and  six  men  (most  of  whom  have  recovered),  the  ship 
cut  to  pieces,  and  the  Rossie  much  injured  in  sails  and  rining. 
September  16th,  fell  in  with  three  ships  and  a  brig  armedTex^ 
changed  shot  with  the  commodore,  received  an  18  pound  sho^^ 
through  our  quarter,  wounded  a  man  and  lodged  in  our  pamp- 
continued  to  dog  and  watch  the  above  vessels  4  days,  in  hopes  to 
separate  them,  but  in  vain.    September  23d,  spoke  the  private* 
armed  schooner  Globe,  captain  IVIurphy,  of  Baltimore,  went 

could  no 


pursuit  of  the  above  vessels,  but  could  not  fall  in  with 

25th,  spoke  a  Spanish  brig  bound  to  Porto-Rico.    October 

took  (in  companv  with  the  Globe,)  the  schooner  Jubilee,  and  seiiK^r  at 

her  in.   9th,  spoxe  a  Spanish  schooner  from  Palma  to  Porto-Ric^  ■=t>o. 

10th,  chased  and  spoke  the  privateer  schooner  Rapid,  of 

leston,  S.  C.  52  days  out,  haa  taken  nothing.    22a,  sei» 

ship  Merimack,  for  breach  of  the  non-importation  act.    Retvr 

is,  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-eight  tons  of  shipping. 

and  two  hundred  and  seventeen  prisoners— valued  at  upwards  ^ 

one  miUionJive  hundred  thousand  dollars. 


BLACK  ROCK,  October  9, 1812. 

SIR, 

i  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  on  the  morning  of 
8th  instant,  two  British  vessels,  which  I  was  informed  were 
Britannic  majesty's  brig  Detroit,  late  the  United  States' 
Adams,  and  the  brig  Hunter,  mounting  14  guns,  but  which 
wards  proved  to  be  the  brig  Caledonia,  lM>th  said  to  be  well 
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^jhI  iDumedy  came  down  the  lake  and  anchored  under  the  pro- 
^«ct2on  of  fort  Erie.  Having  been  on  the  lines  for  some  time, 
"^  sd  in  a  measure  inactively  employed,  I  determined  to  make  an 

tticky  and  if  possible  to  get  possession  of  them.    A  strong  in- 

Hcement  to  this  attempt  arose  from  a  consideration  that  with 
two  vessels  and  to  those  which  I  have  purchased  and  am 

tting  out,  I  should  be  enabled  to  meet  the  remainder  of  the 

IBritisli  force  on  the  Upper  lakes,  and  save  an  incalculable  ex- 

;]p«nse  and  labour  to  the  government.    On  the  morning  of  their  ar- 

TiTal  I  heard  that  our  seamen  were  but  a  short  distance  from  this 

plaee,  and  immediately  despatched  an  express  to  the  officers,  di- 

jvcong  them  to  use  all  possible  despatch  in  getting  their  men  to  thia 

^ace,  as  I  had  an  important  service  to  perform.   On  their  arnval, 

idiich  was  about  12  o'clock,  I  discovered  that  they  had  only  20 

lostois,  and  neither  cutlasses  nor  battle  axes.    But  on  applica- 

tioD  to  generals  Smyth  and  Hall  of  the  regulars  and  militia,  I 

Wis  supplied  with  a  few  arms,  and  general  Smyth  was  so  good,  on 

Jiy  reqaeat,  as  immediately  to  detach  50  men  from  the  regulars^ 

irmed  with  muskets. 

By  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  had  my  men  selected  and  sta- 
tioned in  two  boats,  which  I  had  previously  prepared  for  the  pur- 
pose. With  these  boats,  50  men  in  each,  and  under  circum- 
stances very  disadvantageous,  mjr  men  having  scarcely  had  time 
to  refresh  themselves  after  a  fatiguing  march  of  500  miles,  f 
Dut  off  from  the  mouth  of  Buffaloe  creek,  at  1  o'clock  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  and  at  3  I  was  along  side  the  vessels.  In  the 
^ce  of  about  10  minutes,  I  had  the  prisoners  all  secured,  the 
tsp-sails  sheeted  home,  and  the  vessels  under  way.  llnfortu- 
aately  the  wind  was  not  sufficiently  strong  to  get  me  up  against 
a  rapid  current  into  the  lake,  where  I  had  understooa  another 
armed  vessel  lay  at  anchor,  and  I  was  obliged  to  run  down  the 
rhrer,  by  the  forts,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  round,  grape,  and  canis- 
ter, from  a  number  of  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  and  several 
pieces  of  flying  artillery,  was  compelled  to  anchor  at  a  distance 
sf  about  400  yards  from  two  of  their  batteries.  After  the  dis- 
^arge  of  the  first  gun,  from  the  flyine  artillery,  I  hailed  thi^ 
dMre,  and  observed  to  the  officer,  that  if  another  gun  was  fired 
I  would  bring  the  prisoners  on  deck,  and  expose  them  to  the 
tame  fate  we  would  all  share ;  but  notwithstanding,  they  disre- 
nrded  the  caution  and  continued  a  constant  and  destructive 
ire.  One  single  moment's  reflection  determined  me  not  to 
commit  an  act  thtit  would  subject  me  to  the  imputation  of  barba- 
rity. The  Caledonia  had  been  beached,  in  as  safe  a  position  as 
the  circumstances  would  admit  of,  under  one  of  our  batteries  at 
the  Black  Rock.  I  now  brought  all  the  guns  of  the  Deti-oit  on 
one  side  next  the  enemy,  stationed  the  men  at  them,  and  directed 
a  fire  which  was  continued  as  long  as  our  ammunition  lasted  and 
circomstances  permitted.  During  the  contest  I  endeavoured  to 
get  the  Detroit  on  our  side  by  sending  a  line,  there  being  no 
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wind,  on  shore,  with  all  the  line  I  could  muster ;  but  the  current 
being  so  strong,  the  boat  could  not  reach  the  shore.  1  then  hail- 
ed our  shore,  and  requested  that  warps  should  be  made  fast  on 
land,  and  sent  on  board  :  the  attempt  to  all  which  again  proved 
useless.  As  the  fire  was  such  as  would,  in  all  probability,  sink 
iiie  vessel  in  a  short  time,  I  determined  to  drift  down  the  river 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  batteries,  and  make  a  stand  against  the 
flying  artillery.  I  accordingly  cut  the  cable,  made  sail  with  very 
light  airs,  and  at  that  instant  discovered  that  the  pilot  had  aban- 
doned me.  I  dropped  astern  for  about  It)  minutes,  when  I  was 
brought  up  on  our  shore  on  Squaw  island — eot  the  boarding  boat 
ready,  had  the  prisoners  put  in  and  sent  on  snore,  with  directions 
for  the  officer  to  return  for  me  and  what  property  we  could  get 
from  the  brig.  He  did  not  return,  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  the 
boat's  ^tting  on  shore.  Discovering  a  skift*  under  the  counter,  I 
nut  the  four  remaining  prisoners  in  the  boat,  and  with  my  officers 
I  went  on  shore  to  bring  the  boat  off.  1  asked  for  protection  to 
the  brig  of  lieutenant  colonel  Scott,  who  readily  gave  it.  At  this 
moment  1  discovered  a  boat  with  about  40  soldiers  from  the 
British  side,  making  for  the  brig.  They  got  on  boanl,  but  were 
soon  compelled  to  abandon  her,  with  the  loss  of  nearly  all  their 
men.  During  the  whole  of  this  morning  both  sides  of  the  river 
kept  up  alternately  a  continual  fire  on  the  brig,  and  so  much 
iniured  her  that  it  was  impossible  to  have  floated  her.  Before 
I  left  her,  she  had  several  shot  of  large  size  in  her  bends,  her 
sails  in  ribbons,  and  rigging  all  cut  to  pieces. 

To  niy  officers  and  men  f  feel  under  great  obligation.  To 
captain  Towson  and  lieutenant  Roach  of  the  2d  regiment  of  artil- 
lery, ensign  Prestman  of  the  infantry,  captain  Chapin,  Mr.  John 
M'Gomb,  Messrs.  John  Town,  Thomas  Dain,  Peter  Overstocks, 
and  James  Sloan,  resident  gentlemen  of  Buffaloe,  for  their  soldier 
and  sailor-like  conduct  In  a  word,  sir,  every  man  fought  as  if 
with  their  hearts  animated  only  by  the  interest  and  honour  of 
their  country. 

The  prisoners  I  have  turned  over  to  the  military.  The  Detroit 
mounted  6  six  pound  long  guns,  a  commanding  lieutenant  of  ma- 
rines, a  boatswain  and  gunner,  and  56  men — about  SO  American 
prisoners  on  board,  muskets,  pistols,  cutlasses,  and  battle-axes. 
In  boarding  her  I  lost  one  man,  one  officer  wounded,  Mr.  John 
C.  Cummings,  acting  midshipman,,  a  bayonet  through  tlie  leg  ; 
his  conduct  was  correct,  and  deserves  the  notice  of  the  depart- 
ment. The  Caledonia  mounted  two  small  guns,  blunderbusses* 
pistols,  muskets,  cutlasses,  and  boarding  pikes,  12  men  including 
officers,  10  prisoners  on  board.  The  boat  boarding  her  was  com- 
manded by  sailing  master  George  Watts,  who  performed  his 
duty  in  a  masterly  style.  But  one  man  killed,  and  four  wounded 
bad,  I  am  afraid  mortally.  I  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  officers 
and  men  engaged  in  the  enterprize,  and  also  a  view  of  the  lake 
Mid  river  in  the  difl'erent  situations  of  attack.    In  a  day  or  two 
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I  thill  forward  the  nameB  of  the  prisoners*  The  Caledonia  be< 
longs  to  the  N.  W.  companj,  loaaed  with  furs,  worth  1  under- 
stand 8  200»000. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  jours,  &c. 

JESSE  D.  ELLIOT. 

Hie  Hon.  Paul  Hamihon, 

Secretaiy  U.  S.  Navy. 


URBANA,  October  12th,  1812. 

On  receiving  your  orders  of  the  4th  instant  to  proceed  to 
the  Rapids  with  the  whole  force  of  mounted  men  under  mj  com- 
mind,  whose  horses  were  in  a  condition  to  perform  the  service  ;  f 
caused  an  examination  to  be  immediately  had  ;  and  found  that 
there  still  remained  960  men,  including  officers,  in  a  condition  to 
■arch,  including  also  captain  Bacon,  and  one  other  company^ 
which  left  us  the  morning  following. 

The  beeves  expected  at  general  Winchester's  camp,  did  not 
arrive  so  as  to  enable  us  to  draw,  till  the  morning  of  the  5th. 
Ai  good  number  of  the  men  were  destitute  of  provision  the  daj 
you  left  Defiance.  There  being  no  flower  to  be  issued  to  thc^ 
mounted  men,  I  ordered  that  eight  days  rations  of  beef  should  be 
drawn  and  immediately  Jerked,  so  as  to  lighten,  and  prepare  it 
for  the  expedition,  intending  to  move  off  on  the  evening  of  the 
5th.  On  examining  our  ammunition  it  had  been  found  that  dur- 
ing the  excessive  rains  which  fell,  while  you  were  marching  us 
from  St.  Mary's  to  Defiance,  it  had  become  so  damaged  as  to  be 
entirely  useless ;  not  two  rounds  of  sound  cartridges  were  left 
to  a  man.  I  ordered  returns  made,  so  that  each  man  should  be 
furnished  with  1£  rounds.  This  return  amounted  to  4500  car* 
tridges  for  tlie  musket  men,  exclusive  of  major  Roper's  battalion  ; 
the  ammunition  of  the  riflemen  having  received  very  little  dam- 
age. Quarter  master  Basey  called  on  the  quarter  master  in 
general  Winchester's  camp  and  returned  without  a  supply. 
About  1  o'clock  this  day,  a  man  belonging  to  Manary's  company  of 
raneers  was  killed  and  scalped  across  the  Miami,  within  two  hun- 
dred yards  of  our  camp,  i  gave  immediate  orders  to  arms,  and 
ID  five  minutes  to  horse,  but  owing  to  our  being  compelled  to 
confine  our  horses  during  the  night,  and  graze  them  by  day,  for 
want  of  forage ;  the  greater  part  at  this  moment  were  under 
keepers  nearly  one  mue  from  our  camp  up  the  Auglaise.  Con- 
ceiving from  the  bold  manner«in  Whicn  ttie  Indians  approached 
mr  camp,  that  it  was  possible  a  considerable  body  was  not  dis- 
tant, I  wished  to  form  the  men  and  proceed  over  the  river,  by 
which  we  should  be  in  a  situation  to  contend  with  a  considerable 
fiirce,  or  pursue  to  effect  a  small  one.  In  the  mean  time  I  permit- 
ted major  Brush  to  cross  oyer  with  about  50  foot  to  examine  the 
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bank  and.see  in  what  direction  the  Indians  had  retired ;  bat  before 
he  reached  the  opposite  shore  every  horseman,  whose  horse  was  in 
camp  was  mounted  to  follow.  It  was  in  vain  I  made  an  attempt 
to  keep  them  back  till  they  were  formed ;  they  broke  off  in  num- 
bers from  two  to  thirty,  mostly  without  their  officers,  and  crossed 
the  woods  in  every  direction  :  a  party  of  15  fell  on  the  trail  of  the 
Indians,  and  at  seven  or  eight  miles  distance  overtook  them  ;  but 
as  the  Indians  were  superior  to  them,  and  formed,  our  men  with* 
out  waitine  for  a  disclia^e  from  the  enemy  returned  to  camp. 
hogan,  ana  the  other  Indians  in  our  camp,  were  of  the  opinion 
that  there  was  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  lying  down  the 
river,  and  offered  to  spy  down.  Early  on  the  following  morning 
they  left  our  camp  with  instructions  to  proceed  four  miles  below 
ike  Little  Rapids,  a  distance  of  fourteen  miles.  They  returned 
at  evening,  having  found  no  trail  of  any  size  excepting;  the  party 
/  which  had  been  pursued,  and  those  they  computed  at  about  forty ; 
that  they  had  proceeded  on  towards  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan, 
and  not  on  the  direction  to  the  Rapids.  That  the  British  and 
Indians  which  had  fled  before  general  Winchester,  had  retreated 
with  apparent  precipitancy,  drawing  their  carriages  over  large 
logs,  and  tearing  down  every  sappling  that  stood  in  their  way. 

Scarcely  had  this  scout  left  our  camp,  when  I  received  tlie  fol- 
lowing order  from  general  Winchester : 

«<CAMP,  NEAR  DEFUNCE,  October  6,  1812. 

SIR, 

Believing  it  to  be'cssential  tliat  the  Indians  who  committed 
the  murder  yesterday  near  your  camp  should  be  pursued  and 
routed,  or  their  strength  and  situation  ascertained,  and  as  that 
duty  can  be  best,  and  most  expeditiously  done  with  mounted 
men,  you  will  this  mornins  pursue  their  trail  with  a  part  or  the 
whole  of  your  force,  and  dislodge,  kill,  and  destroy  them  if  in 
your  power.  This  duty  performed,  you  can  take  tlie  course  di- 
rected by  general  Harnson.  The  attitude  of  the  enemy  requires 
this  change  in  your  destination,  and  as  commander  of  the  north- 
western army,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  make  it.  If  you  do  not 
return  to  report  you  will  send  an  officer  for  tliat  purpose. 

J.  WINCHESTER. 

Brig,  Gen.  Comdg.  left  wing  JV*  W.  army 
General  Tupper. 

I  waited  on  general  Winchester  immediately  on  receipt  of 
the  foregoinjg  order,  infonning  him  of  havine  previously  sent  out 
a  scout,  ana  the  object  oi  it :  thai  the  Indians  had  the  evening 
before  been  overtaken  seven  or  eight  miles  from  our  camp ;  and 
their  number  computed  at  from  20  to  40  :  that  in  all  probability 
they  had  then  advanced  too  far  to  be  overtaken  without  a  long 
pursuit :  that  our  horses  were  feeble,  and  that  I  wished  to  pre- 
serve as  much  of  their  strength  as  possible  for  the  general  object 
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^  the  expedition;  and  that  if  it  was  agreeable  to  him  we  would 
^tii  the  return  of  the   scout,  to  take  such  measures  as  were 
cteemed  proper  on  their  return.    General  Winchester  made  no 
objections  to  this  arrangement ;  at  the  same  time  I  informed  him 
^Jiat  we  had  not  three  rounds  of  ammunition  to  a  man,  and  re- 
^oested  him  to  order  me  a  supply.    He  replied  to  me  that  he 
^%roaid  order  his  ammunition  examined,  and  would  endeavour  to 
ftmish  me  a  part  of  what  was  required  to  complete  the  12  rounds. 
Mj  brigade  quarter  master  attended  this  day  and  returned  at 
^▼eaing  with  information  that  no  ammunition  could  be  had. 
lEaHj  uke  following  morning  I  ordered  the  horses  for  a  march* 
and  repaired  to  general  Winchester's  quarters,  and  again  reques- 
ted a  suppljr  of  two  thousand  cartridges,  bein^  about  one-third 
of  the  quantity  required  ;  without  which  I  could  not  feel  myself 
justifiable  in  proceeding  on  the  expedition.    In  answer  he  stated 
to  me,  that  he  had  but  six  thousand  cartridges  not  issued ;  that 
his  men  had  but  very  few  in  their  boxes ;  that  he  had  a  good  sup- 
ply of  powder  and  ball,  but  no  paper ;  the  latter  was  in  the 
wagons  and  expected  to  arrive  that  or  tlie  day  following — and 
then  directed  me  to  return  to  my  camp  and  make  report  of  the 
actual  quantity  on  hand,  and  he  woula  then  inform  me  whether 
be  would  deliver  the  two  thousand  cartridges.    I  hastened  back 
to  my  camp,  and  gave  the  necessary  orders  for  furnishing  the 
return ;  but  in  a  few  minutes  after,  received  from  general  Win- 
chester the  following  order : 

General  Tupper.  Longer  delay  inconsistent  with  strict  mili- 
tary principles  cannot  be  indulged;  you  will  therefore  proceed 
immediately  on  the  reconnoitering  duty  ordered  yesterday  with 
the  troops  under  jout  command,  except  colonel  Simral's  corps, 
wlio  shall  return  without  delav  to  the  settlement,  to  recruit  their 
horses,  agreeably  to  general  Harrison's  orders. 

J.  WINCHESTER, 

Brigadier  General,  ^c* 

When  colonel  Simral's  company  mpved  off,  a  lai^e  proportion 
of  two  companies  of  major  Roper's  J)attalion  from  Kentucky  fol- 
lo^ired,  whicn  reduced  that  battalion,  (being  the  whole  force  now  re- 
maining from  Kentucky)  to  less  than  eighty  men.  I  was  indebted  to 
cdonel  Simral  for  all  the  cartridges  he  had  exceping  two  rounds ; 
bat  as  the  most  of  them  had  been  damaged  and  dried,  they  did 
not  add  one  sound  round  to  each  man.  I  was  on  the  point  of 
talcing  up  the  line  of  march  to  execute  general  Winchester's  or- 
ders, when  colonel  Allen,  commanding  a  regiment  of  Kentucky 
troops  in  general  Winchester's  camp,  came  up,  and  informed  me 
he  had  obtained  leave  to  accompany  me  to  the  Rapids  in  any 
station  I  thought  proper  to  place  mm,  from  a  soldier  upwards.  I 
thankfully  accepted  his  services  and  caused  him  to  be  announced 
as  aa  aid.  Colonel  Allen  proposed,  that  as  it  was  ^neral  Win- 
chester's wish  that  the  troops  should  move  en  the  direct  route  to 
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dte  INndip  HuKtnoiietliiald  be  taken  but  mch  as  would  | 
It.  Ti|e  ezperiment  was  made,  when  about  400  roluntee 
ue  serrice.  Scarcely  had  the  troops  moved  forward  fn 
nuiks»  when  colonel  Allen  beckoned  me  aside  and  shewed 
order  which  general  Winchester  had  that  moment  forwai 
hitOf  ginng  colonel  Allen  the  command  of  the  men  orde 
the  RayidB.  I  requested  of  colonel  Allen  a  copy  of  this 
which  he  declined  gnring.  It  woald  be  difficult  for  me  to  d 
the  state  of  mj  feSings  at  thu  moment :  I  turned  to  the 
which  had  rerased  to  Tolunteer,  and  ordered  them  acr 
Auf^seon  tiie  route  you  directed  me  to  take,  as  the  best 
laAedtoeairy  tout  orders  into  effect.  When  it  was  fou 
f^end  Winchester  had  sunerseded  me  in  the  comma 
whde  fiiroe  from  Ohio  crossea  the  Augiaise  and  refused  tf 
tt  directed  by  general  Winchester.  Colonel  Allen  and 
Xmsh  returned  to  general  Winchester,  who  assured  them 
wstDok  the  object  of  colonel  Allen's  request  General 
■diester  tiien  proposed  to  divide  the  force  and  have  a  part  1 
«i  the  direct  route  to  the  Ra^ds,  the  other  to  proceed  bj 
ifeowns,  to  unite  at  a  certain  time  12  miles  above  the  RBf 
-was  unwilling  to  consent  to  this  measure.  The  force  unit 
not  half  the  number  you  thought  necessary  to  order  on  tl 
-necret  route.  A  division  of  less  than  500  men,  to  meet  in  i 
wiy's  country,  where  many  circumstances  might  preven 
junction,  was  to  me  a  measure  I  could  only  consent  to  b 
pnlsoii-^-this  measure  was  in  the  end  abandoned. 

It  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  colonel  Allen,  that  I  have  not  the  si 
reason  to  befieve,  he  was  privy  to  the  order  of  general  W 
ter|  Ijiiittg  to  him  the  command :  his  character,  and  eve 
«f  his  conduct  on  that  occasion,  convinces  me  he  is  above 

Tlie  whole  force  proceeded  to  Tawa  towns,  where  we  r 
the  day  following.  jBarly  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  1  c 
the  inarch  for  the  Rajpids,  when  at  the  distance  of  half  a 
was  found  our  whole  force  was  reduced  to  200  men,  excln 
officers :  tiie  other  part  of  the  force  had  refused  to  man 
-remuned  in  the  encampment:  scarcely  a  man  marched  fr 
second  battalion  of  colonel  Findley's  regiment,  commani 
■MgorTaylin*.  Manary's  company  or  United  States'  rangei 
officers  and  sridiers,  refused  to  march. 

When  it  was  ascertained  that  our  whole  force  for  the  '. 
was  reduced  to  200  men,  I  called  a  council  of  the  offic 
determine  whether  with  that  force  it  was  advisable  to  p 
on  to  tiie  Rapids. 

The  council  considered  that  our  force  was  not  suffid 
carry  the  first  object  of  your  orders  into  effect ;  that  w 
too  numerous  to  act  as  a  spy  party,  and  too  weak  to  cany 
■ive  operations  into  the  enemy's  country ;  and  that  it  wc 
improper  and  unadTisaUe  under  those  circumstances  to  os 
^e  eqieditioii. 
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With  the  then  remaining  force  I  proceeded  to  this  place,  where 
1  directed  colonel  Findley  and  major  Roper,  to  discharge  such 
men  onlj  as  had  continued  to  do  their  duty. 

Thus,  sir,  has  terminated  an  expedition,  at  one  time  capable  of 
tearing  the  British  flag  from  the  walls  of  Detroit,  wherein  our 
troops  might  have  returned  with  the  pleasing  reflection  of  having 
renoered  their  country  an  essential  service. 

It  is  a  duty,  sir,  I  owe  to  the  officers  of  the  Kentucky  forces,  to 
colonel  Findley  and  the  officers  of  his  first  battalion,  to  say  that 
they  were  zealous  of  pressino;  forward  the  expedition ;  while  the 
officers  of  the  second  battalion,  commandeu  by  major  Taylor, 
with  few  exceptions,  were  shrinking  from  their  duty,  and  shame -^ 
fully  deserting  the  cause  of  their  country. 

The  detaching  of  colonel  Simral's  regiment  from  our  force 
stands  prominent  among  the  causes  of  our  failure.  Already  was 
there  a  panic  in  some  parts  of  our  camp :  the  enemy  that  had 
retired  ateeneral  Winchester's  approacti  had  been  greatly  mag- 
nified. The  dav  succeeding  the  alarm  general  Winchester  drew 
in  one  wing  of  nis  lines  and  strengthened  his  camp  with  a  breast 
work.  Even  this  circumstance  was  noticed,  and  urged  as  an 
evidence,  that  he  apprehended  a  force  superior  to  hi»own.  Thus, 
'when  ima^nary  obstacles  unite  with  those  that  are  real,  to  oppose 
the  movement  of  a  force  so  insubordinate,  as  that  every  man's 
will  is  his  law,  little  can  be  expected  to  the  officers,  but  a  plen- 
tiful harvest  of  mortification  and  disgrace. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  at  the  time  those  men  refused  to 
march,  that  there  was  a  scarcity  of  provisions  in  the  camp ;  not 
three  days  rations  of  meat  to  each  officer  and  soldier  remained, 
and  no  bread  or  flour.  But  we  had  found  at  those  towns,  an 
atMindant  supply  of  good  sound  corn,  together  with  nearly  30 
bufthels  cured  when  green,  or  tossamonona.  Our  suflerings  with 
this  supply  could  not  have  been  great  in  going  or  returning  from 
the  Rapids. 

The  man  whose  courage  and  patriotism  expires  when  his  ra- 
tions are  re<luced,  ought  never  to  place  himself  between  his 
country  and  his  enemies. 

When  you  shall  have  examined  and  considered  the  whole  causes 
•f  our  failure,  should  doubts  rest  on  your  mind  whether  some 
imrt  of  it  does  not  attach  to  my  conduct,  may  I  not  hope,  sir, 
that  yoQ  will  order  a  court  of  enquiry,  that  I  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  an  investigation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  yours,  &c. 

EDW.  W.  TUPPER, 

Brigadier  Oeneral. 

Gen.  M'illiam  Heniy  Harrison. 

10 


74 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  LEWI8T0WN,  October  U,  1812« 

SIR, 

As  the  movements  of  the  armj  under  my  command,  since  I 
had  last  the  honour  to  address  you  on  the  8th  instant,  have  been 
of  a  very  important  character,  producing  consequences  serious  to 
many  indivicfuals ;  establishing  facts  actually  connected  with  the 
interest  of  the  service  and  the  safety  of  the  army;  and  as  t  stand 
prominently  responsible  for  some  of  these  consequences,  1  beg 
leave  to  explain  to  you,  sir,  and  through  you  to  my  country,  the 
situation  and  circumstances  in  which  I  have  had  to  act,  and  the 
reasons  and  motives  which  governed  me;  and  if  the  result  is  not 
all  that  might  have  been  wished,  it  is  such,  that  when  the  whole 
^und  shall  be  viewed,  I  shall  cheerfully  submit  myself  to  the 
judgment  of  my  country. 

In  my  letter  of  the  8th  instant  I  apprized  you  that  a  crisis  in 
this  campaign  was  rapidly  advancing;  and  that  (to  repeat  the 
same  words)  <<  the  blow  must  be  soon  struck,  or  all  the  toil  and  ex- 

! tense  of  the  caifipaign  go  for  nothing,  and  worse  than  nothing ; 
or  the  whole  will  be  tinged  with  dishonour." 

Under  such  impressions,  I  had  on  the  5th  instant  vrritten  to 
brigadier  general  Smyth,  of  the  United  States'  forces,  requeating 
an  interview  with  him,  major  general  Hall,  and  the  commandants 
of  the  United  States'  regiments,  for  the  purpose  of  conferrinc 
upon  the  subject  of  future  operations.  I  wrote  major  geneni 
Hall  to  the  same  purport.  On  the  11th,  I  had  received  no  an- 
swer from  general  Smyth ;  but  in  a  note  to  me  on  the  10th,  gen- 
eral Hall  mentioned  that  general^Smyth  had  not  yet  then  agreed 
upon  any  day  for  the  consultation. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  paKial  success  of  lieutenant  £Iliott,  at 
Black  Rock,  (of  which  however  I  have  received  no  official  in* 
formation)  began  to  excite  a  strong  disposition  in  the  troops  to 
act.  This  was  expressed  to  me  through  various  channels  in  the 
shape  of  an  alternative:  that  they  must  have  orders  to  act;  or 
at  all  hazards,  they  would  go  home*  I  forbear  here  commentiDg 
upon  the  obvious  consequences  to  me,  personally,of  longer  with- 
holding my  orders  under  such  circumstances. 

I  had  a  conference  with  lieutenant  colonel  — —  as  to  the 
possibility  of  ^tting  some  person  to  pass  over  to  Canada  and 
obtain  correct  information.  On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  he  wrote 
to  me  that  he  had  procured  the  man  who  bore  his  letter  to  go 
over.  Instructions  were  given  him ;  he  passed  over-^obtained 
such  information  as  warranted  an  immediate  attack.  This  was 
confidentially  communicated  to  several  of  my  first  officers,  and 
produced  great  zeal  to  act;  more  especially  as  it  might  have  a 
controlling  effiect  upon  the  movements  at  Detroit,  where  it  was 
supposed  general  Brock  had  j^ne  with  all  the  force  he  dared 
spare  from  the  Niagara  frontier.    The  best  preparations  in  my 

Ewer  were,  therefore,  made  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  the 
if^ts  of  Queenstown^  and  possess  oursdves  of  the  village,  where 
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te  troops  might  be  sheltered  from  the  distressing  inclemency  of 
tiie  we&mer. 

lieutenant  colonel  Fenwick's  flying  artillery,  and  a  detach- 
■KDt  «f  regular  troops  under  his  command,  were  ordered  to  be 
op  in  season  from  Fort  Niagara.    Orders  were  also  sent  to  een* 
enl  Smyth  to  send  down  from  Buifaloe,  such  detachment  of  his 
trigtde  as  existing  circumstances  in  that  vicinity  might  warrant. 
The  tttack  was  to  have  been  made  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
tile  11th,  by  crossing  over  in  boats  at  the  Old  Ferry  opposite  the 
Be^kts.  To' avoid  any  embarrassment  in  crossing  the  river,  (which 
is  here  a  sheet  of  violent  eddies)  experienced  boatmen  were  pro- 
tared  to  take  the  boats  from  tne  landing  below  to  the  place  of 
embarkation.    Lieutenant  Sim  was  considered  the  man  of  great* 
est  skill  for  this  service.    He  went  ahead,  and  in  the  extreme 
rfarimess,  passed  the  intended  place  far  up  the  river ;  and  there 
ift  a  most  extraorditiary  manner,  fastened  his  boat  to  the  shore, 
and  abandoned  the  dfetachment.     In  this  front  boat  he   had 
carried  nearly  every  oar  which  was  prepared  for  all  the  boats. 
In  this  agonizine  dilemma,  stood  officers  and  men,  whose  ardor 
Ittd  not  been  cooled  by  exposure  throuah  the  night  to  one  of  the 
■uMt  tremendous  north-east  storms,  which  continued,  unabated, 
lor  twen^-eight  hours,  and  deluged  the  whole  camp.    The  ap- 
proach tl  day-light  extinguished  every  prospect  of  success,  and 
the  detachment  returned  to  camp.    Colonel  Van  Rensselaer 
as  to  have  commanded  the  detachment. 
After  this  result,  I  had  hoped  the  patience  of  the  troops  would 
nre  continued  until  I  could  submit  the  plan  suggested  in  mj 
letter  of  the  8th,  that  I  might  act  under,  and  in  conformity  to,  the 
tninion  which  might  be  then  expressed.    But  my  hope  was  idle: 
me  previously  excited  ardor  seemed  to  have  gained  new  heat 
finmi  tte  late  miscarriage :  the  brave  were  mortified  to  stop  short 
ef  tiieir  object,  and  the  timid  thought  laurels  half  won  by  an 
attempt. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  such  was  the  pressure  upon  me 
trmtk  all  quarters,  that  I  became  satisfied  that  my  refusal  to  act 
■uffht  involve  me  in  suspicion,  and  the  service  in  disgrace. 

Viewing  affairs  at  Buffaloe  as  yet  unsettled,  I  had  immediately 
eoontermanded  the  march  of  general  Smyth's  brigade,  upon  the 
finl ire  of  the  first  expedition;  but  having  now  determined  to 
nttnck  Queenstown,  I  sent  new  orders  to  general  Smyth  to  march; 
^  with  tiie  view  of  his  aid  in  the  attack,  for  I  considered  the 
detached  sefficient,  but  to  support  the  detachment  should 
conflict  be  obstinate  and  long  continued, 
lieutenant  colonel  Chrystie,  who  had  just  arrived  at  the  Four 
Mile  Creek,  had  late  in  the  night  of  the  first  contemplated  attack, 
gnllaiitly  offered  me  his  own  and  his  men's  service ;  but  he  eot 
m J  permission  too  late.  He  now  again  came  forward,  had  a 
conference  with  colonel  Van  Rensselaer,  and  begged  that  he 
mii^  hsfe  the  honour  ef  a  command  in  the  eqiration.    The 
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arrangement  was  made.  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  was  to  com- 
mand one  column,  300  militia ;  and  lieutenant  colonel  Chrystie 
a  column  of  the  same  number  of  regular  troops. 

Every  precaution  was  now  adopted  as  to  boats,  and  the  most 
confidential  and  experienced  men  to  manage  them.  At  an  early 
hour  in  the  night,  lieutenant  colonel  Chrystie  marched  his  de- 
tachment, by  the  rear  road,  from  Niagara,  to  camp.  At  7  in 
the  evening  lieutenant  colonel  Stranahan's  regiment  moved 
from  Ni^ara  Falls ;  at  8  o'clock  Mead's ;  and  at  9,  lieutenant 
colonel  Blain's  regiment  marched « from  the  same  place.  All 
were  in  camp  in  good  season.  Agreeably  to  my  oraers  issued 
upon  this  occasion,  the  two  columns  were  to  pass  over  together  ; 
and  soon  as  the  heights  should  be  carried,  lieutenant  colonel 
Fenwick's  flying  artillerv  was  to  pass  over ;  then  major  MuUa- 
ny's  detachment  of  regulars,  and  other  troops  to  follow  in  order. 

At  dawn  of  day  the  boats  were  in  readiness,  and  the  troops 
commenced  embarking,  under  the  cover  of  a  commanding  battery, 
mounting  2  eighteen  pounders  and  2  sizes.  The  movements 
were  soon  discovered,  and  a  brisk  fire  of  musketry  was  poured 
from  the  whole  line  of  the  Canada  shore.  Our  battery  then 
opened  to  sweep  the  shore ;  but  it  was,  for  some  minutes,  too 
dark  to  direct  much  fire  with  safety.  A  brisk  cannonade  was 
now  opened  upon  the  boats  from  three  different  batteries.  Our 
battery  returned  their  fire,  and  occasionally  threw  grape  upon 
the  shore,  and  was  itself  served  with  shells  from  a  small  mortar 
of  the  enemy's.  Colonel  Scott,  of  the  artillery,  by  hastening 
his  march  from  Niajzara  Falls  in  the  night,  arrived  in  season 
to  return  the  enemy's  fire  with  2  six  pounders. 

The  boats  were  somewhat  embarrassed  with  the  eddies,  as 
well  as  with  a  shower  of  shot :  but  colonel  Van  Rensselaer,  with 
about  100  men,  soon  effected  his  landing  amidst  a  tremendous 
fire  directed  upon  him  from  every  point :  out  to  the  astonishment 
of  all  who  witnessed  the  scene,  this  van  of  the  column  advanced 
slowly  against  the  fire.  It  was  a  serious  misfortune  to  the  van» 
and  indeed  to  the  whole  expedition,  that  in  a  few  minutes  after 
landing,  colonel  Van  Rensselaer  received  four  wounds.  A  ball 
passed  through  his  right  thigh,  entenng  just  below  the  hip  bone  ; 
another  shot  passed  through  the  same  thigh,  a  little  below ;  the 
third  tlirough  the  calf  of  his  leg  ;  and  a  fourth  contused  his  heel. 
This  was  quite  a  crisis  in  the  expedition.  Under  so  severe  a 
fire  it  was  difficult  to  form  raw  troops.  By  some  mismanagement 
of  the  boatmen,  lieutenant  colonel  Chrystie  did  not  arrive  until 
some  time  after  this,  and  was  wounded  in  the  hand  in  passing  the 
river.  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  was  still  able  to  stana ;  and  with 
great  presence  of  mind  ordered  his  officers  to  proceed  with  ra- 
pidity and  storm  the  fort.  This  service  was  gallantly  performed, 
and  the  enemy  driven  down  the  hill  in  every  direction.  Soon 
after  this  both  parties  were  considerably  reinforced,  and  the 
conflict  was  renewed  in  several  places;  many  of  the  enemy 
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took  shelter  behind  a  stone  ^ard-house,  where  a  piece  of  ord* 
luuice  was  now  briskly  served.     I  ordered  the  fire  of  our  batterj 
directed  upon  the  guard-house  ;  and  it  was  so  effectually  done^ 
Hut  with  eight  or  ten  shot  the  fire  was  silenced.    The  enemy 
tben  retreated  behind  a  large  store-house ;  but  in  a  short  time 
the  route  became  general,  and  the  enemy's  fire  was  silenced  ex* 
cept  from  a  one  gun  battery,  so  far  down  the  river  as  to  be  out  of 
the  reach  of  our  heavy  ordnance,  and  our  light  pieces  could  not 
silence  it.  A  number  of  boats  now  passed  over  unannoyed,  except 
from  the  one  unsilenced  gun.    For  some  time  after  I  had  passed 
over,  the  victory  seemed  complete ;  but  in  the  expectation  of 
further  attacks,  I  was  taking  measures  for  fortifying  my  camp 
immediately — ^the  direction  of  this  service  I  committed  to  lieu- 
tenant Totten  of  the  engineers.    But  very  soon  the  enemy  was 
reinforced  by  a  detachment  of  several  hundred  Indians  from 
Chippawa — they  commenced  a  furious  attack,  but  were  |iromptly 
met  and  routed  by  the  rifle  and  bayonet.     By  this  time  I  per- 
ceived my  troops  were  embarking  very  slowly.     I  passed  imme- 
diately over  to  accelerate  their  movements ;  but  to  my  utter  as- 
tonishment, I  found  at  the  very  moment  when  complete  victory 
mras  in  our  hands,  the  ardor  of  the  unengaged  troops  had  entirely 
subsided.    I  rode  in  all  directions — urged  men  by  every  consi- 
deratioD  to  pass  over,  but  in  vain.    Lieutenant  colonel  Bloom 
l^ho  had  been  wounded  in  action,  returned,  mounted  his  horse 
mnd  rode  through  the  camp ;  as  did  also  judge  Peck,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  here,  exhorting  the  companies  to  proceed,  but  all  in 
▼ain. 

At  this  time  a  large  reinforcement  from  Fort  George,  were 
discovered  coming  up  the  river.  As  the  battery  on  the  hill  was  *  • 
considered  an  important  check  against  tlieir  ascending  the 
heights,  measures  were  immcdiatelv  taken  to  send  them  a  fresh 
supply  of  ammunition,  as  I  had  learnt  there  was  left  only  20 
shot  lor  the  18  pounders.  The  reinforcement,  however,  obliqued 
to  the  riglit  from  the  road,  and  formed  a  junction  with  the  Indians 
in  the  rear  of  the  heights.  Finding  to  my  infinite  mortification, 
that  no  reinforcement  would  pass  over;  seeing  that  another  se 
▼ere  conflict  must  soon  commence;  and  knowing  that  the  brave 
oien  on  the  heights  were  quite  exhausted  and  nearly  out  of  am- 
munition, all  1  could  do  was  to  send  them  a  fresh  supply  of 
cartridges.  At  this  critical  moment  I  despatched  a  note  to  gen- 
eral Wadsworth,  acquainting  him  with  our  situation — leaving  the 
coarse  to  be  pursued  much  to  his  own  judgment,  with  assurance, 
that  if  he  thought  best  to  retreat,  I  would  endeavour  to  send  as 
many  boats  as  I  could  command,  and  cover  his  retreat,  by  every 
fire  I  could  safely  make.  But  the  boats  were  dispersed — many 
of  the  boatmen  had  fled,  panic  struck,  and  but  few  got  off*.  But 
my  note  could  but  have  little  more  than  have  reached  general 
"W  adsworth,  about  4  o'clock,  when  a  most  severe  and  obstinate 
conflict  commenced  and  continued  about  half  an  hour,  with  a  tre^ 
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mendous  fire  of  cannon»  flying  artillery  and  musketry.  Hie 
enemy  succeeded  in  repossessing  th^r  battery;  and  edning 
advantage  on  every  side,  the  brave  men  who  had  gained  &e  vic- 
tory, exhausted  of  strength  and  ammunition,  and  grieved  at  the 
iinpardondi>le  neglect  of  their  fellow-soldiers,  gave  up  the  con* 
flict 

I  can  only  add,  that  the  victory  was  really  won ;  but  lost  for  ^ 
flie  want  of  a  small  reinforcement.  One-third  part  of  the  idle  * 
men  might  have  saved  all. 

I  have  been  so  pressed  with  the  various  duties  of  burying  the 
dead,  providing  for  the  wounded,  collecting  the  public  property, 
negotiating  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  ^l  the  concerns  conse- 

Juent  of  such  a  battle,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  forward  this 
espatch  at  as  early  an  hour  as  I  could  have  wished.  I  shall 
soon  forward  you  another  despatch,  in  which  I  shall  endeavour 
to  point  out  to  you  the  conduct  of  some  most  &;allant  and  de- 
serving officers.  But  I  cannot  in  justice  close  this  without  ex- 
pressing the  very  great  obligation  I  am  under  to  brigadier  gene- 
ral Wadsworth,  colonel  Van  Rensselaer,  colonel  Scott,  lieutenant 
colonels  Chrystie  and  Fenwick,  and  captain  Gibson.  Many 
others  have  also  behaved  most  eallantly.  As  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  many  of  our  troops  fled  to  the  woods,  with  the  hope 
of  crossing  the  river,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  the  probable 
Bnmber  of  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners.  The  slaughter  of  our 
troops  must  have  been  very  considerable.  And  the  enemy  have 
tuffered  severely. 

General  Brock  is  among  their  slain,  and  his  aid-de-camp  mor- 
tally wounded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  yours,  &c. 

STN.  VAN  RENSSELAER,  Maj.  Gen. 
Major  general  Dearborn. 


EXPEDITION  AGAINST  THE  FLORIDA  INDIANS. 

NEW-HOPE,  ST.  JOHN'S,  (fctober  19th,  1812. 

DEAR  SIR, 

I  have  now  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  excellency* 
an  account  of  the  several  engagements  which  have  taken  place, 
between  the  Lotchaway  and  Alligator  Indians,  and  the  detach- 
ment of  Creoq^a  volunteers,  under  my  command.  As  the  object 
of  this  expedition,  and  the  views  of  the  persons  engaged  in  it» 
have  been  misconstrued,  and  mis-statements,  relative  to  its  pro- 
traction, circulated,  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  your  excellency,  to 
detail  every  transaction,  from  its  commencement  to  its  termina- 
tion. I  arrived  upon  St.  John's,  in  obedience  to  your  orders, 
about  the  15th  of  August,  with  the  whole  of  my  detachment, 
consisting  of  about  250  men  including  officers,  ana  with  a  few  on 
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the  sick  report    I  immediatelj  waited  on  colonel  Smith,  before 
A.ug3;8tine,  and  received  orders  dated  21st  of  August,  to  proceed 
irauiediatelj  against  the  hostile  Indians,  within  the  province  of 
£^  Florida,  and  destroy   their  towns,  provisions,  and  settle- 
oamta*    I  then  returned  to  the  detachment  upon  the  St.  John% 
MJkd  made  every  preparation  to  comply  with  my  orders,  by  dia- 
iMtchiBg  parties  to  procure  horses,  from  tlie  few  inhabitants  that 
Had  not  fled  from  the  province,  in  preparing  packs  and  provisionsi 
3.Qd  taking  every  step  which  I  deemed  necessary,  to  ensure  suc- 
cess to  the  enterprize.    In  consequence  of  the  sickness  of  my- 
aelf,  and  nearly  one  half  the  detachment,  the  period  of  our 
marching  was  delayed  until  the  £4th  of  September;  and,  when 
just  upon  the  eve  of  departinj^  an  express  arrived  from  colonel 
Smith*  informing  me,  that  his  provision  wagons  and  the  escort 
were  attacked  by  a  bKMly  of  negroes  and  Indians,  and  ordering 
me  to  join  him  immediately,  with  90  men,  and  bring  all  the 
hotf^ea  and  carriages  I  could  coQimand,  for  the  removal  of  his 
brnggsge,  field  pieces,  and  sick ;  he  having  only  70  men  fit  for 
duty.    I  marched  to  the  relief  of  the  colonel,  with  130  men  and 
&5  hor8e8,and  assisted  him  in  removing  to  the  block-house,  upon 
Da-vis's  creek.    This  service  delayed,  for  a  few  days,  our  expe- 
di-tion  to  &e  nation ;  and  when  the  detachment  again  assembled 
upon  the  St.  John's  and  were  about  to  commence  their  march,  the 
m  en  had  but  six  or  seven  days  to  serve.    About  this  time,  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  colonel  Smith,  advising  me  to  propose  to  the 
dc^tachment,  an  extension  of  their  service  for  15  or  £0  days 
losieer,  as  the  time  for  which  they  were  engaged  was  deemed  in- 
s«&  Acient  to  accomplish  any  object  of  the  expedition.    This  mea- 
^^>i%  I  had  contemplated,  and  its  sanction  by  the  colonel,  met  with 
*^^3^ino8t  hearty  approbation ;  fori  was  unwilling  to  proceed  to  an 
^xaemy's  country,  with  a  single  man  who  would  declare,  that  in 
*^*Jf  event,  he  would  not  serve  a  day  longer  than  the  time  for 
'"'hich  he  had  originally  volunteered. 

I  accordingly  assembled  the  detachment,  and,  after  stating  the 
'^^^easity  of  a  tender  of  further  service,  proposed  that  the  men 
^hoiild  volunteer  for  three  weeks  longer — ^when  84  men,  includ- 
V?S  officers,  stepped  out,  and  were  enrolled,  which,  witli  the  ad- 
^^tjon  of  23  volunteer  militia,  sent  to  my  aid,  by  colonel  Smith, 
^^d  9  patriots,  under  the  command  of  captain  Cone,  made  my 
J'bolc  force  amount  to  117.  With  this  small  body,  provided  with 
1*^d%.yg  provisions,  and  12  horses,  I  was  determined  to  proceed  to 
^^  nation,  and  nve  those  merciless  savages,  at  least,  one  battle ; 
^^^  i  was  emboldened  in  this  determination,  by  tlie  strone  expec- 
^^on  of  being  succoured  by  a  body  of  cavalry  from  St.  Mary's ; 
^'^^  which,  it  has  since  appeared,  did  assemble  at  Colerain,  but 
'^'■•Kseeded  no  further.  On  the  evenine  of  the  24th  of  September, 
?^  left  the  St  John's,  marching  in  Indian  file ;  Captain  Hum- 
y^rcy'g  company  of  riflemen  in  front.  Captain  Fort's  company,  un- 
^^^  toe  command  of  lieutenant  Fannin,  in  the  centre,  and  captain 
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Coleman's  company,  witli  Cone\s  detachment,  under  the  commar^flB^  sa 


of  lieutenant  Uroaiinax,  in  the  ri'ar.  A  >mall  partv  marched  MljA 
front  of  the  main  body,  and  anothiM-  in  the  rear.  Flie  opennc^^  mm  i 
of  the  ground  (except  in  particular  places)  rendered  it  un 
cessary  to  empU^y  men  upon  the  riirht  and  left.  Our  encam 
mentri,  at  night,  (there  bfin;:^  three  companies)  were  in  the  for 
of  a  trians^le,  with  tlie  hau:!ia:;e  in  the  centre  ;  the  men,  with  th^  m-W  M 
clothes  on,  Ivinj^r  with  their  feet  pointing  out  wants,  and  their  firz  x^  \ 
locks  in  their  arms.     In  case  ot  an  attack,  the  officers  were  if  e 

strutted  to  brinir  ii)>  their  companies,  upon  the  ri^ht  and  left  ^"^  '•I 
the  company  frontinn;  tlie  enemy,  and  attend  to  (he  Indian  mo^^  m  mi 
of  fiirhting,  until  ordered  tochar::;e.     In  case  of  meeting  the  em  m  ^.:»ei 
mv  upcm  our  march,  Humphrey's  company  was  instructed  to  fl- 
oif'  to  the  right;  Fort\  company  to  advance,  and  form  to 
front,  in  sini]:Ie  lank ;   and  C'uleman-s  cmnpany  to  iile  of!*  to  t  W 
left:  the  whole,  then,  to  advance,  in  the  form  of  a  crescent,  a  tt-5. 
endeavour  to  encircle  the  enemy.    On  the  mornins;  of  thf 
day  of  our  march,  when   we  were  within  li  or  7  miles  ui'  t^ 
Lotchaway  towns,  our  advanced  party  disrovered  a  body  of  ■ 
dians,  marching  along  the  path,  meeting  us,  and,  at  the  same 
ment,  tliey  appeared  to  have  discovered  us.     As  soon  as  I 
informed  of  it,  I  lost  no  lime  in  giving  the  necessary  directic 
for  the  companies  to  advance,  and  obey  the  instructions  which  I 
been  previously   given  to  them,   and  which  appeared   exac 
suited  to  the  situation  in  which  we  found  the  enemy.     As  8(¥» 
as  Fort's  company  (at  the  head  of  which  I  hail  placed  nn'self)  h  -^*  ^ 
advanced  to  its  pr(»per  groititfl,  I  disco\ered  the   Indians  falli~v*4 
back,  and  making  every  luvparalion  f«»r  battle,  by  unslinging  the*  *•     ^ 
packs,  priming  th-Mr  rilies,  and  each  man  taking  his  tree.     >V''  "^* 
continued  to  afNance,  taking  advantage  of  the  treses  in  our  pi*< 
gi'ess,  until  we  v.ere  \\lt!\in  loO  yards  of  the  Indians,  when  man 
of  them  fired,  and  I  iiistantly  onlered  the  clia»ge,  which  drove  thei 
from  iM^hind  (he  trev*,  and  cau>ed  them  to  retire  with  the  n;reat 
est  precipitation,  our  men,  all  t!ie  while,  fning  at  them,  slew  ac 
veral ;  and,  by  repeated  cliarges,  drove  them  half  a  mile,   wlicn 
they  look  shelter  in  the  swamp.     It  nnlortunately  happened,  (I 
presume  through  inadveriaiiceMhat  Humphrey's  company  in  tiling 
to  the  right,  took  too  great  a  circuit,  g<»1  a  small  swamp  between 
them  and  tlie  enemy,  and  thereby  rendered  the  victory  less  deci- 
sive tlian  it  would   liave  been,  had  the  whole  charged  togotheri 
and  before  the  Indians  h:>d  dispersed  themselves,  and   extended 
their  force  (whi(h  they  soon  did)  near  half  a  mile  up  and  down 
the   swamp.     The  companv  however  was  of  service  afterwardSf 
in  preventingthe  enemy  after  their  di^per^ion  from  enterinjr  our 
camp,  retaking  their  baggage  and  provi*»ii»n  (all  of  which  fell  into 
our  liands)  or  faMingupon  the  woundetl  that  had  been  sent  to  the 
rear.    The  action,  including  the  skirmi^hing  upon  the  i1anks» 
lasted  two  hours  and  a  half — the  Indians  frei{uently  attempting^ 
to  outflank  us,  and  get  in  our  rear,  but  w  ere  repul^-ed  by  the  com- 


niM  eitendiiig  on  our  right  and  left.  We  had  1  man  killed^ 
d  9  Wfianded ;  2  of  which  have  since  died  of  their  wounds* 
loss  of  the  enemy  must  have  been  considerable ;  I  saw  7  fall 


o  the  ground  with  my  own  eye,  among  whom  was  their  king. 

'fell  ■  ■ 


ne :  two  of  them  fell  near  the  swamp,  the  rest  our  men  had  th0 
riosity  to  scalp.    The  rifle  company  on  the  right,  and  Broad* 
x*s  on  the  left,  speak  of  killing  several  near  the  swamp,  who 
"Were  borne  off*  by  their  comrades ;  it  beine  a  principle  among 
Hhe  savaees,  to  carry  off  their  dead  at  the  risk  of  their  lives.  We 
xeknained  on  the  battle  ground  watching  the  movements  of  the 
Indians,  who  were  near  the  swamp  painting  themselves,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  in  consultation ;  all  of  which  indicated  an  intention  to 
Irene w  the  combat.  Accordingly,  half  an  hour  before  sun  set,  having 
€litained  a  considerable  reinforcement  of  negroes  and  Indians, 
from  their  towns,  they  commenced  the  most  horrid  yells  imagin- 
able, imitating  the  cries  and  noise  of  almost  every  animal  of  the 
iiireHt :  their  chiefs  advancing  in  front,  in  a  stooping,  serpentine 
snanner,  and  making  the  most  wild  and  frantic  gestures,  until 
-^ey  approached  within  200  yards  of  us,  when  they  halted,  and 
^soiamenced  firing.    Our  men  were  not  to  be  alarmed  by  their 
flH>ise  and  yells ;  but,  as  instructed,  remained  perfectly  still  and 
steady  behind  logs  and  trees,  until  the  enemy,  by  this  forbear- 
Alee,  had  approached  somewhat  nearer,  when  a  brisk  and  well 
^iirected  fire  irom  our  line,  soon  drove  them  back  to  their  origi- 
nal gronnd.    I  would  now  have  ordered  the  charge ;  but,  being 
^nder  the  necessity,  from  the  extension  of  the  enemy^s  line,  ot 
detachinc  nearly  one  half  of  my  force  to  protect  our  camp  and 
^imode^  (the  assailing  of  which,  is  a  great  object  with  Indians,) 
1  ^raa  left  to  contend  with  a  force  three  times  as  numerous  as  mj 
^^vn.    The  action  lasted  until  8  o'clock,  when  the  enemy  were 
completely  repulsed  in  every  attempt,  whether  made  upon  our 
centre  or  flanks.    We  had  two  men  killed,  and  one  wounded  ; 
tke  enemy  carried  off  several  of  their  men  before  it  was  dark  | 
%ftcr  which,  all  firing  (of  course  at  random)  was  at  the  spot 
iirom  whence  the  flash  arose.    After  fighting  and  fasting  the 
^rtiole  day,  we  had  to  work  through  tlie  night ;  and  at  day-Tieht, 
had  a  tolerable  breast-work  of  logs  and  earth,  with  port  hoies« 
^n  the  ground  on  which  the  battle  was  fought:  we  were  reduced 
to  this  necessity;  for,  in  despatching  captain  Whitaker  about 
4*rt,  to  St.  John's  for  a  reinforcement,  six  more  men  took  the 
Uierty  to  accompany  him,  taking  with  them  our  best  horses :  our 
V^^  and  surgeon,  (who  was  sick,)  was  among  the  number.    The 
^o  days  succeeding  the  battle,  we  neither  saw  nor  heard  any 
^^  of  the  enemy ;  but,  on  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  they 
.^mmenced  firing  on  our  work,  at  a  long  distance,  and  renewed 
«  everj  day,  for  5  or  6  days,  but  witliout  killing  or  wounding 
*^y  of  our  men.    After  kiUing  two  or  three  of  uiem,  through 
?JJ^  port  holes,  they  seldom  came  within  gun  shot     Seven  or 
^V^t  days  had  now  elapsed,  since  our  express  had  left  us;  hun- 
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ger  was  staring  us  in  the  face,  and  we  were  reduced  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  eating  one  of  our  horses ;  we  had  no  surgeon  to  dress 
the  wounded,  and  apprehensions  were  entertained,  that  the  ene- 
my would  receive  reinforcements  from  Augustine,  or  the  Ma- 
kaisukie  Indians.  Expecting  relief  every  hour,  I  was  unwilling 
to  leave  our  breast-work,  while  we  had  a  norse  left  to  eat;  but  i 
understood,  from  some  of  my  officers,  that  a  certain  captain  was 
determined  to  leave  us,  with  nis  company ;  and  that  many  of  the 
men,  giving  up  all  hopes  of  relief,  talked  of  deserting  in  the  night* 
Vather  than  perish,  or  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  merciless  negroes  and 
Indians,  whom  they  were  taught  to  believe  would  surround  us  in 
great  numbers  in  a  few  days.  In  this  iryinz  situation,  when  our 
lew  remaining  horses  were  shot  down  by  uiem,  and  the  number 
of  our  sick  daily  increasing,  I  reluctantly  assented  to  leave  our 
works  that  night,  and  directed  the  litters  to  be  prepared,  to  carry 
the  wounded.  About  9  o'clock  we  commenced  our  distressing 
march,  carrying  5  wounded  men  in  litters,  and  supporting  two  or 
three  more.  We  had  not  proceeded  more  than  eight  miles,  when 
the  men  became  perfectly  exhausted  from  hunger  and  fatigue, 
and  were  unable  to  carry  the  wounded  any  farther.  About  two 
hours  after  we  left  our  breast-works,  25  horsemen,  with  provi- 
sions, arrived  to  our  relief,  on  a  different  road  from  the  one  we 
had  taken ;  but,  from  motives  best  known  to  themselves,  instead 
of  following  us,  returned  to  St.  John's,  and  we  were  left  to  en- 
counter new  difficulties  ;  two  men  that  I  had  despatched  on  the 
path  the  horsemen  came,  by  some  means  or  other  missing  them. 
We  again  constructed  a  plan  of  defence,  and  I  despatched  ser- 
seant-major  Reese,  with  one  private,  to  Picolata,  to  learn  what 
had  occasioned  the  delay  of  our  expected  supplies ;  and  told 
him  I  should  remain  where  I  was,  until  I  could  hear  from  him, 
and  endeavoured  to  procure  cattle,  as  I  discovered  signs  of  their 
being  near  us.  The  evil  genius  of  captain ,  again  pre- 
vailed ;  and  I  have  since  learned  from  captain  Cone,  that  this 
person  instigated  not  only  him,  but  many  ot  the  privates,  to  urge 
a  departure  from  our  works,  even  in  tne  day  time,  when  I  was 
convinced  that  the  Indians,  knowing  our  weak  situation,  would 
endeavour  to  ambuscade.  This  sentTeman,  if  innocent,  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  proving  himself  so  before  a  court  martial. 

With  a  burning  fever  on  me,  and  scarcely  able  to  walk,  the 
march  was  ordered  about  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  I  had  directed  the 
adjutant,  captain  Harden,  to  march  in  front,  to  avoid  all  places 
where  there  could  be  an  ambuscade,  and  the  litters  should  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  different  companies.    Being  extremely  weak, 

I  marched  in  the  rear,  with  captain ,  (who  carried  mj 

firelock,)  lieutenant  Fannin,  and  about  15  or  £0  privates.  We 
had  scarcely  marched  five  miles,  before  the  front  of  the  detach- 
ment discovered  the  heads  of  several  Indians,  on  both  sides  of 
the  path,  from  among  several  pine  trees  that  were  laid  prostrate 
by  the  hurricane ;  the  same  instant,  the  enemy  fired  upon  onr 


iced  party,  and  shot  down  four  of  them ;  one,  a  Spaidardy 
m  the  spot,  and  two  survived  a  few  dajs;  mj  n^ro  boj 
ae  of  them.  The  moment  I  heard  the  firing  I  ordered  the 
iment  to  charge,  and  the  Indians  were  completely  defeated, 
minutes ;  many  of  them  dropping  their  guns,  and  the  whole, 
ir  off,  without  ever  attempting  to  rally ;  four  were  left  dead 
.  leld  ;  and  I  am  convinced,,  mm  the  constant  fire  we  kept 
it  many  more  must  have  been  slain,  but  were  hid  from  our 
^  tiie  thick  palmetto  bushes.  We  lay  on  the  battle  ground 
pU  and  started  next  day  at  10  o'clock— marched  five  miles, 
jun  threw  up  breast-works,  between  two  ponds,  living  upon 
«,  alligators,  and  palmetto  stocks,  until  sergeant-major 
arrived  with  provisions,  and  14  horses,  when  we  were  on- 
to proceed  to  St.  John's  with  all  our  sick  and  wounded, 

m  gun-boat,  by  the  direction  of  colonel  Smith,  was  in 
f  for  us,  which  conveyed  us  to  his  camp,  where  we  met  with 
■ttention  that  humanity  or  benevolence  could  bestow. 
Bnot  refrain  from  here  expressing  the  high  sense  I  have  of 
re  and  anxiety  which  colonel  Smith  has  manifested  for  the 
iment  under  my  command,  and  his  p^iromptitnde  in  afford* 
Bry  aid  in  his  power,  when  apprized  of  our  situation.  M7 
in  scarcely  do  Justice  to  the  merits  of  the  brave  officers 
icn  under  my  command,  their  fortitude  under  all  €tkm  nri* 
m  and  distresses  never  forsaking  them.  Captain  Hamilton 
rirfimteered  as  a  private,  his  company  having  left  him  at  the 
tion  of  their  time)  lieutenant  Fannin,  ensign  Hamilton  and 
nt  Harden  distinguished  themselves  in  a  particular  man* 
Biiig  always  among  the  first  to  charge,  and  first  in  pursuit; 
ats  Holt  and  Attaway  likewise  acted  very  bravelv,  and 
company  in  general  (being  always  near  me  and  under  my 
Liate  view)  advanced  to  the  chai^  with  the  steadiness  m 
na.  Lieutenant  Broadnax  showed  a  great  deal  of  conra^ 
^oaence  of  mind,  and  ensign  Mann,  who  was  wounded  m 
at  action,  fought  well.  Captain  Cone,  who  was  wounded'  in 
ad  early  in  the  action,  behaved  well,  and  lieutenant  Wil- 
did  himself  great  honour  in  every  action,  but  particularly 
bold  and  manly  stand  he  made  in  the  night  engagement 
mt  Hawkins  and  corporal  Neil,  of  Coleman's  company, 

like  soldiers,  and  sergeant-major  Beese's  activity  was 
nimssed  by  his  courase;  he  was  every  where  and  always 
.  Captain  Humphrey's  company  acted  bravely,  particn- 
lieutenant  Reed,  sergeant  Fields,  sergeant  Cowan,  sereeant 
Aik,  and  many  of  ime  privates.  I  can  only  speak  of  cap** 
Humphreys  from  the  report  of  some  of  Ids  men,  who  say 
ted  well ;  it  so  happening^  he  never  met  my  eye  during 
*  of  the  engagements,  while  the  conduct  of  every  otiier 
A  that  I  have  named  (except  one  or  two)  came  under  nj 
nal  observation. 
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The  number  of  Indians,  in  the  first  engaffement,  from  every* 
circumstance  that  appeared,  must  have  been  from  75  to  100.     In. 
the  second  eneagemeut,  their  number,  including  negroes  (who  ar^ 
their  best  soldiers)  was  double  our's ;  and,  in  the  third  engage— 
ment,  there  appeared  to  be  50,  which  was  nearly  equal  to  our^ 
force,  after  deducting  the  sick  and  wounded.    From  every  cir — 
camstance  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  the  number  of  killed  a    *" 
wounded  among  the  Indians,  must  be  at  least  fifty. 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  be  yours,  &c. 

DANIEL  NEWMAN. 

4 

Rb  Excellency  David  B.  Mitchell. 


PITTSBUHG,  October  23d,  1812. 

sfnt, 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  render  you  an  account  of  th^ 
garrison  of  Chicago. 

On  the  9th  of  August  last,  I  received  orders  from  eeneral  Hall, 
to  evacuate  the  post  and  proceed  with  my  command  to  Detroit^ 
by  land,  leaving  it  at  my  discretion  to  dispose  of  the  public  pro- 
perty as  I  thought  proper.  The  neigbouring  Indians  got  infor- 
mation as  early  as  I  did,  and  came  in  from  all  quarters  in  order 
to  receive  the  goods  in  the  factory  store,  which  tliey  understood 
were  to  be  given  them.  On  the  13th,  Captain  Wells,  of  fort 
Wayne,  arrived  with  about  30  Miamies,  for  tlie  purpose  of  ea« 
Gorting  us  in,  by  the  request  of  general  Hull.  On  the  14th,  I 
delivered  the  Inmans  all  tne  |H;oods  in  the  factory  store,  and  a  con- 
siderable Quantity  of  provisions  which  we  could  not  take  awaj 
with  us.  The  surplus  arms  and  ammunition  1  thought  proper  to 
destroy,  fearing  they  would  make  bad  use  of  it  if  put  in  their 
possession.  I  also  destroved  all  the  liquor  on  hand  soon  after 
they  began  to  collect.  The  collection  was  unusually  large  for 
that  place ;  but  they  conducted  tliemselves  with  the  strictest  pro- 
priety till  after  I  left  the  fort  On  the  15th,  at  9  o'clock  in  tho 
morning,  we  commenced  our  march :  a  part  of  the  Miamies  were 
detached  in  front  and  the  remainder  in  our  rear,  as  guardlb 
under  tlie  direction  of  captain  Wells.  The  situation  of  the 
country  rendered  it  necessary  for  us  to  take  the  beach,  with  tbo 
lake  on  our  left,  and  a  high  sand  bank  on  our  right,  at  about  100 
yards  distance. 

We  had  proceeded  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  when  it  was  disco* 
vered  that  the  Indians  were  prepared  to  attack  us  from  bdiinA 
the  bank.  I  immediately  marched  up  with  the  company  to  tho 
top  of  the  bank,  when  the  action  commenced ;  after  firing  one 
found,  we  charged,  and  the  Indians  gave  way  in  front  and  joined 
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me  on  oar  flanks.  In  about  fifteen  minntea  tiiej  got  posses- 
tit  of  all  our  liorseSy  provisions,  and  baggage  of  every  descrip- 
•D,  and  finding  the  Miamies  did  not  assist  us,  I  drew  off  tne 
r  men  I  had  left,  and  took  possession  of  a  small  elevation  in 
i  open  prairie,  out  of  shot  of  the  bank  or  any  other  cover.  The 
liAns  aid  not  follow  me,  but  assembled  in  a  body  on  the  top  of 
t  bank,  and  after  some  consultations  among  themselves,  made 
;aa  for  me  to  approach  them.  I  advanced  towards  them  alone^ 
d  was  met  by  one  of  the  Potawatamie  chiefs,  called  the  Black 
rd,  with  an  interpreter.  After  shaking  hands,  he  requested 
*  to  surrender,  promising  to  spare  the  lives  of  all  the  prisoners. 
I  a  few  moments  consideration,  I  concluded  it  woula  be  most 
ndent  to  complj  with  his  request,  although  I  did  not  put  entire 
nfidence  in  his  promise.  After  delivering  up  our  arms,  we 
tre  taken  back  to  their  encampment  near  the  iort,  and  distri- 
ted  among  the  different  tribes.  The  next  morning,  they  set 
e  to  the  fort  and  left  the  place,  taking  the  prisoners  with  them. 
leir  number  of  warriors  was  between  four  and  five  hundred, 
mUj  of  the  Potawatamie  nation,  and  their  loss,  from  the  best 
formation  I  could  get,  was  about  fifteen.  Our  strength  was 
ty  four  ree;ulars  and  twelve  militia,  out  of  which,  twenty-six 
golars  and  all  the  militia  were  killed  in  the  action,  with  two 
omen  and  twelve  children.  Ensign  Oeorse  Ronan  and  doctor 
aac  V.  Van  Voorhis  of  my  company,  with  captain  Wells,  of 
rt  Wayne,  are,  to  my  sreat  sorrow,  numbered  among  the  dead* 
ientenant  Lina  T.  Helm,  with  twenty -five  non-commissioned 
icers  and  privates,  and  eleven  women  and  children,  were  pri- 
ners  when  we  were  separated.  Mrs.  Heald  and  myself  were 
ken  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Joseph,  and  being  both  badly 
landed,  were  permitted  to  reside  with  Mr.  Burned  an  Indian 
ider.  In  a  few  days  after  our  arrival  there,  the  Indians  all 
»it  oiT  to  take  fort  Wayne,  and  in  their  absence,  I  engi^ed  a 
lenchman  to  take  us  to  Michilimackinac  by  water,  where  i  cave 
jraelf  up  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  with  one  of  tny  sergeants.  The 
unmanding  officer,  captain  Roberts,  offered  me  every  assistance 
his  power  to  render  our  situation  comfortable  while  we  re- 
ainea  there,  and  to  enable  us  to  proceed  on  our  journey.  To 
m  I  gave  my  parole  of  honour,  and  came  on  to  Detroit  and  re- 
nted myself  to  colonel  Proctor,  who  gave  us  a  passage  to  Buf- 
loe ;  from  that  place  I  came  by  the  way  of  Presque  Isle>  and 
rived  here  yesterday. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  yours,  &c« 

N.  HEALD, 
Captain  U.  8.  Infant* 

Tlxmias  H.  dishing,  Esqr. 
Adjutant  Genend. 


«6 
AFFAIR  AT  ST.  REGIS. 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  CAMP  FRENCH  l^niXS, 

October  24th,  1812. 

On  the  22d  I  despatched  several  confidential  friends,  torecoD- 
Boitre  about  the  village  of  St  Regis ;  they  returned  with  the  in- 
formation, that  the  enemj  had  landed  in  the  village,  and  that  we 
might  expect  a  visit  from  tliem  immediately.  Their  number  was 
stated  by  no  one  at  less  than  1 10,  and  from  that  to  300 ;  the  niost 
certain  information  fixed  on  the  former  number. 

It  was  also  believed  that  the  enemy  were  determined  to  make 
t  stand  at  that  place,  and  would  speedily  increase  their  number : 
this  determinecl  me  to  make  an  immediate  attempt  to  take  those 
already  landed,  before  any  reinforcement  could  arrive.  I  order- 
ad  the  men  to  be  furnished  with  two  days  rations  of  provisions, 
with  double  rations  of  whiskey  ;  and  at  1 1  at  night,  we  inarched 
with  the  utmost  silence,  tliat  we  might  give  as  little  alarm  as 
possible.  We  took  a  circuitous  route,  through  the  woods,  and 
arrived  at  Gray's  Mills,  at  half  past  3,  P.  M.  We  found  here,  a 
boat,  a  small  canoe,  and  two  cribs  of  boards ;  captain  Lyon's 
company  crossed  in  the  boat;  captain  M'Neil's,  in  the  canoe, 
and  the  remainder,  with  our  horses,  crossed  on  the  cribs.  We 
arrived,  within  half  a  mile  of  the  village,  at  5  o'clock ;  where, 
being  concealed  from  the  enemy  by  a  little  rise  t)f  ground,  we 
halted  to  reconnoitre,  refresh  the  men,  and  make  disposition  for 
the  attack,  which  was  arranged  in  the  following  order :— captain 
Lyon  was  detached  from  the  right,  with  orders  to  take  the  road» 
running  along  the  bank  of  the  St.  Regis  river,  with  directions  to 
gain  the  rear  of  captain  Montai^ny's  house,  in  which,  and  Don- 
ally's,  the  enemy  were  said  to  be  quartered.  Captain  Oilden 
was  detached  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  with  a  view  ot  gaining  the 
route  of  Donally's  house,  and  also  securing  the  enemy's  boats, 
expected  to  have  been  stationed  there  to  prevent  tlieir  retreat. 
With  the  remainder  of  the  force,  I  moved  on  in  front,  and  ar- 
rived within  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  Montaigny's  house, 
when  I  found  by  the  firing,  that  captain  Lyon  was  engaged.  At 
the  same  instant,  I  discovered  a  person  passing  in  front,  and  or- 
dered him  to  stand  ;  but  not  being  obeyed,  ordered  captain  Hig- 
bie's  first  platoon  to  fire,  and  the  poor  fellow  soon  fell;  he 
proved  to  be  the  ensign  named  in  the  list  of  killed.  The  firing 
was  at  an  end  in  an  instant,  and  we  soon  found  in  our  possession 
40  prisoners,  with  their  arms,  &c« — 4  killed— 1  wounded  mor- 
tally ;  took  1  stand  of  colours,  £  batteaux,  38  guns, — 40  men. 

After  searching  in  vain  for  further  military  stores,  we  re- 
crossed  the  river  at  the  village,  and  returned  to  camp  by  the 
nearest  route,  where  we  arrived  at  II  A.  M. — the  batteaux, 
with  baggage,  &c.  arrived  a  few  minutes  before  us.  We  had 
not  a  man  hurt    I  cannot  close  this  letter,  without  stating  to 
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joar  excellency,  that  the  officers  and  soldiers,  for  their  conduct 

00  this  occasion,  deserve  the  highest  encomiums ;  for  so  strict 
was  their  attention  to  duty  and  orders,  that  we  entered  the  place 
without  even  heinj^  heard  by  the  Indians'  dogs.    The  prisoners 

1  hive  just  sent  oflTto  Plattsourg,  to  await  the  disposition  of  jour 
ixcellencj. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  yours,  &c. 
G.  D.  YOUNG, 
MajoTf  commanding  troops  at  French  Milk, 

"Brig.  Gener»]  Bloomfield. 


NAVY  DEPARTMENT,  October  27th,  1812. 

SIR. 

I  have  received,  with  great  satisfaction,  your  communica- 
tion of  the  9th  instant ;  I  have  been  desired  bv  the  President  of 
tfie  United  States,  to  return  to  you,  and  through  you,  to  the 
officers  and  men,  under  your  command,  in  the  expedition  to  fort 
"  '  7hich  terminated  to  the  glory  of  the  American  arms,  his 
thanks. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  yours,  &c. 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 

P.  S.  Your  having  abstained  from  fulfilling  your  intimation 
tiiat  you  would  expose  your  prisoners  to  the  enemy's  fire,  is  high- 
Ij  approved. 

D.  Elliott,  Esqr. 
Lieut  Comroandiiig,  Black  Rock. 


U.  S.  SHIP  UNITED  STATES,  AT  SEA, 

October  30th,  1812. 


I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  £5th  instant, 
lieiiig  in  the  latitude  29,  N.  longitude  29  30,  W.  we  fell  in  with, 
and,  after  an  action  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  captured  his  Britannic 
Majesty's  ship  Macedonian,  commanded  by  captain  John  Garden^ 
and  mounting  49  carriage  guns  (the  odd  e;un  shifting.)  She  is  a 
firi^te  of  the  largest  class,  two  years  olcH  four  months  out  of 
dockt  and  reputed  one  of  the  best  sailors  in  the  British  service. 
Tlie  enemy  being  to  windward,  had  the  advantage  of  engaging 
us  at  his  own  distance,  which  was  so  great,  that  for  the  first  half 
hoor  we  did  not  use  our  carronades,  and  at  no  moment  was  ht 
within  the  complete  effect  of  our  musketry  or  grape — to  tliis  cir- 
comstance  and  a  heavy  swell,  wliich  was  on  at  the  time^  I  n^ 
cribe  the  unusual  length  of  the  action. 


The  entharium  of  every  oiBcer,  seaman  and  marine  on  board 
this  ship,  on  diacoyerine  the  enemj— their  steady  conduct  in 
battle,  and  precision  of  their  fire,  could  not  be  surpassed,  l^liere 
all  met  my  fullest  expectations,  it  would  be  unjust  for  me  to  dis- 
criminate. Permit  me,  however,  to  recommend  to  your  particu- 
lar notice,  my  first  lieutenant,  William  H.  Allen.  He  has  senred 
with  me  upwards  of  five  years,  and  to  his  unremitted  exertions 
in  disciplining  the  crew,  is  to  be  imputed  the  obvious  superiority 
of  our  ^nnery  exhibited  in  the  result  of  this  contest. 

Subjoined  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  both  sides. 
Our  loss,  compared  with  that  of  the  enemy,  will  appear  small. 
Amongst  our  wounded,  you  will  observe  the  name  of  lieutenant 
Funk,  who  died  in  a  few  nours  after  the  action — ^he  was  an  officer 
of  great  gallantry  and  promise,  and  the  service  has  sustained  a 
severe  loss  in  his  death. 

The  Macedonian  lost  her  mizen-mast,  fore  and  main-top- 
masts and  main  yard,  and  was  much  cut  up  in  her  hull.  The  dam- 
age sustained  by  this  ship  was  not  such  as  to  render  her  return 
into  port  necessarj,  and  had  I  not  deemed  it  important  that 
ahonid  see  our  prize  in,  should  have  continued  our  cruise. 
With  tne  highest  consideration,  1  am,  yours,  &c« 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 
Tlie  Hon.  Psul  Hunilton. 


Killed        .        -        - 
Wounded      • 

5 
7—1 

since 

dcftd. 
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MACEDONIAN. 
KiUed       -       -       - 
Wounded      ... 

36 
68 

104 

RUSSEL'S  INDIAN  EXPEDITION. 

CAMP  RUSSEJU  October  31it,  1813. 

8IH, 

This  will  inform  you,  that  I  arrived  at  this  place, 

Vincennes,  after  general  Hopkins  had  marched  his  mounted  rifle— 
men  up  to  fort  Harrison.  I  took  with  me,  a  part  of  three  com*  ^^* 
uuiies  of  United  States'  rangers,  where  I  was  joined  by  govemoiiK^ 
Kdwards,  with  his  mounted  riflemen ;  the  whole  of  our  strenctfcdKli 
amounted  to  360  privates.  We  penetrated  very  far  into  the  ui^  -^* 
dian  country,  with  an  expectation  of  co-operating  Mrith  genei  ' 
Hopkins,  who,  by  appointment,  was  to  meet  us  at  the  Peoria, 
the  Illinois  river.    In  this,  we  were  sadly  disappointed,  t 


could  gtt  BO  tnteHigenoe  of  his  armj.  This  prevented  us  fh>ai 
ining  as  much  damage  to  tlie  Indians,  afi  otnerwise  we  could 
have  done«  As  our  numbers  were  too  weak  to  make  anv  delay 
in  that  quarter;  ai  this  was  farther  than  any  troops  had  nitherto 
peaetratod,  we  stole  a  march  upcm  the  celebrated  Pimartam'a 
I»WB»  situated  about  21  miles  above  Peoria,  and  immediately  at 
flbe  head  of  Peoria,  lake.  This  was  a  well  built  town,  and  jcon- 
tilBed  a  number  of  Indians ;  between  the  town  and  river,  was  a 
disml  swamp,  in  which  they  immediately  flew  for  shelter,  re- 
a  few  seatterinff  shots.  Our  men  nobly  pursued  them 
the  swamp ;  and  also  others,  as  they  were  crossing  the 
river.  The  men  also  pursued  them  to  the  opposite  banka 
tad  broaght  back  some  of  their  canoes,  and  several  dead  bodies— r 
tlbe^  governor  states,  to  be  upwards  of  20  killed,  of  the  enemy. 
TUfl  was  a  flourishing  town,  with  an  immense  deal  of  Indian 
pfauMler  in  it,  together  with  a  great  deal  of  com;  all  of  which 
was  oonuaitted  &  the  flames.  I  believe  not  less  than  80  horsey 
fell  into  our  hands  belonjging  to  the  enemy.  Several  ^hite  per- 
Ms'  icaipe  were  also  found  among  their  plunder.  I  had  tho 
immediate  command  of  the  battalion,  and  the  superior  command 
was  retained  by  his  excellency  the  governor.  On  this  expedition 
we  were  fortunate ;  we  had  but  4  men  wounded,  none  of  which  is 
BMMTtaL  Tliis  tour  was  performed  from  camp,  and  back  to  the  same 
flace,  in  IS  days. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  yours,  &c. 

W.  RUSSELL, 

Colonel  7ih  Oist.  Comdg. 
Hie  Secretsiy  ^  Wsr. 


AT  81SA,  loni^tude  32,  latitude  3d.  November  1, 1812. 

I  wrote  you  on  the  18th  ultimo,  by  the  British  packet  Swal- 
low, informing  vou  of  having  captured  that  vessel  with  between 
wsk  hundred  andf  fifty  and  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  board; 
and  I  BOW  write  you  by  a  British  South  Sea  ship,  loaded  with  oil, 
captured  yeaterdfay,  one  irf*  two  ships  under  convoy  of  the  frigate 
Oalatea. 

The  above  skip  is  maBned  by  the  Congress,  and  it  is  now  blow?* 
ing  sa  firesh,  that  I  cannot  learn  from  Captain  Smith  her  name« 
httting  separated  from  him  yesterday  ia  tha^e  of  the  Galatea 
whBst  ha  was  manning  the  prize,  and  owiw  to  excessive  bad 
wtadier,  last  nifi^t,  was  unable  to  Join  him  to  day. 

I  got  witiiin  aix  or  seven  miles  of  the  Galatea  by  sun-set,  but 
the  extreme  darkneis  of  the  night  enabled  her  to  escape. 

With  the  greatest  reepect,  1  am,  4ic. 

JOHN  R0DGSB8, 

11>e  Ron.  Paul  Hsnulton, 

flecretsryof  the  Kavv. 
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SACKETTS  HABBOB,  Norenber  IStli.  1812. 

SIR, 

I  arrived  here  last  evenine  in  a  gale  of  wind,  the  pilots  hav- 
ing refused  to  keep  the  lake.  On  the  8th  I  fell  in  with  the  Roy- 
al George,  and  chased  her  into  the  bay  of  Quanti,  where  I  lost 
sight  of  her  in  tlie  night  In  the  morning  of  the  9th  we  aeain  got 
sight  of  her  lying  in  Kington  channel.  We  gave  chase,  and  follow- 
ed her  into  the  harbor  ot  Kingston,  where  we  engaged  her  and  the 
batteries  for  one  hour  and  45  minutes.  I  had  made  up  my  mind 
to  board  her,  but  she  was  so  well  protected  by  the  batteries,  and 
the  wind  blowing  directly  in,  it  was  deemed  imprudent  to  make 
the  attempt  at  that  time ;  the  pilots  also  refused  to  take  chai^ 
of  the  vessel.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  it  beinjg  after 
8un-<lown,  I  determined  to  haul  off  and  renew  the  attack  next 
morning.  We  beat  up  in  good  order  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
Royal  Ueorge  and  batteries  to  4  mile  point,  where  we  anchored* 
It  blew  heavy  in  squalls  from  the  westward  during  the  mght^ 
and  diere  was  every  appearance  of  a  gale  of  wind.  The  puott 
became  alarmed,  and  1  thought  it  most  prudent  to  get  into  a  ptace 
of  more  safety.  I  therefore  (very  reluctantly)  deferred  renewing 
the  attack  upon  the  ships  and  forts  until  a  more  favourable  op- 
portunity. 

At  7  A.  M.  on  the  10th,  I  made  the  signal  to  weigh*  and  we 
beat  out  of  a  very  nairow  cliannel,  under  a  very  heavy  preM  of 
sail  to  the  open  lake.  At  10  we  fell  in  with  the  governor  ^coe 
runnins;  for  Kingston,  and  chased  her  into  the  harbor.  She  es- 
caped by  running  over  a  reef  of  rocks  under  a  heavy  fire  froa 
the  Governor  Tompkins,  the  Hamilton  and  the  Julia,  which  cat 
her  very  much.  All  her  people  ran  below  while  under  the  fire 
of  these  vessels.  The  Hamilton  chased  her  into  nine  feet  water 
before  she  hauled  off.  We  tacked  to  the  southward,  with  an  in-- 
tention  of  running  to  our  station  at  the  Ducks,  but  it  coming 
to  blow  very  heavy,  the  pilots  told  me  it  would  be  unsafe  to  kee 
the  lakes.  I  bore  up  for  this  place,  where  I  arrived  last  night. 
In  our  passa^  tnrouj^  the  bay  of  Quanti,  I  discovered 
schooner  at  the  village  of  Armingstown  which  we  took  possea  * 
of,  but  finding  she  would  detain  us  (being  then  in  chase  of 
Royal  George^  I  ordered  lieutenant  Macpherson  to  take  oat  h 
sails  and  rigging  and  bum  her,  which  he  did.  We  sdso  took  tl 
schooner  Marv,  Hall,  from  Niagara,  at  the  mouth  of  Kingston  har- 
bor, and  took  her  with  us  to  our  anchorage.  The  next  moniii^ 
finding  that  she  could  not  beat  through  the  channel  with  us, . 
ordered  the  sailing  master  of  the  Growler  to  take  her  nnder  con 
voy  and  run  down  past  Kingston,  anchor  on  the  east  end  of  I 
Island,  and  wait  for  a  wind  to  come  up  on  the  east  side.  I 
also  in  hopes  that  the  Royal  George  might  be  induced  to  folio 
fordie  purpose  of  re -taking  our  prize,  but  her  commander  wi 
too  well  aware  of  the  consequences  to  leave  his  moorings.  W 
lost  in  this  afiair  one  man  killedj  and  ttree  slig^tlj  woond  ' 


rith  a  few  shot  through  our  sails.  The  other  vessels  lost  bo  men 

id  received  but  little  injurj  in  their  hulls  and  sails,  with  the 

^^xception  of  the  Pert,  whose  gun  burst  in  the  early  part  of  the 

<^Bctiotii,  and  wounded  her  commander  (sailing-master  Arundel) 

Siadlj,  and  a  midshipman  aad  three  men  slightly.    Mr.  ArundeU 

"^vho  refused  to  quit  the  deck,  although  wounded,  was  knocked 

^overiMMrd  in  beating  up  to  anchorage,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  was 

drowned.  # 

The  Royal  Georee  must  have  received  very  considerable  in- 

juij  in  her  hull  ana  in  men,  as  the  gun  vessels  with  a  long  32 

pounder  were  seen  to  strike  her  almost  every  shot,  and  it  was 

iherved  that  she  was  reinforced  with  troops  tour  different  timet 

daring  the  action. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  sa^ng  that  the  officers  and  men  oa 
bard  every  vessel  behaved  with  the  utmost  coolness,  and  are 
txtremely  anxious  to  meet  the  enemy  on  the  open  lake,  and  aa 
k&g  as  I  nave  the  honour  to  command  such  officers  and  such  men» 
lean  have  no  doubt  of  the  result 

I  think  I  can  say  with  great  propriety,  that  we  have  now  the 

^mmand  of  the  lake,  and  that  we  can  transport  troops  and  stores 

fo  any  part  of  it  without  any  risk  of  an  attack  from  the  enemy. 

Although  the  whole  of  his  naval  force  was  not  collected  at  Kings- 

^ii»  jret  tiie  force  at  the  different  batteries  would  more  than  coun- 

^rbalance  the  vessels  that  were  absent.    It  was  thousht  by  all 

^e  officers  in  the  squadron,  that  the  enemy  had  more  than  thirty 

afuns  mounted  at  Kingston,  and  from  1,000  to  1,500  men.  ^  The 

Xcoyal  (}eorge»  protected  by  this  force,  was  driven  into  the  inner 

Kaibor,  under  the  protection  of  the  musketry,  by  the  Oneida  and 

four    anudi  schooners  fitted  out  as  gun  boats;  the  Governor 

1"ompkin8  not  havine  been  able  to  join  in  the  action  until  about 

^^n-oown,  owing  to  the  lightness  of  the  winds,  and  the  Pert's  gun 

Lving  burst  the  second  or  third  shot. 

l^e  are  replacing  all  deficiencies,  and  I  shall  proceed  up  the 
_ke  the  first  wind,  in  the  hopes  to  fall  in  with  the  Earl  Moira  and 
tlie  Prince  Regent ;  at  any  rate  I  shall  endeavourto  prevent  them 
from  forming  a  junction  with  the  Royal  Geoi^  asain  this  winter. 
1  shall  also  visit  Niagara  river  if  practicable,  in  order  to  land  some 
MUQis  and  stores  that  I  have  taken  on  board  for  that  purpose.  If 
^^e  enemy  are  still  in  possession  of  Queenstown,  I  shall  try  to 
Ittnd  them  a  few  miles  below.    I  shall  have  the  honour  of  writ* 

Eyou  more  in  detail  upon  this  subject  on  my  return,  or  perhaps 
btre  I  leave  here,  if  the  Mrind  should  continue  ahead. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  yours,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEV. 


UK 


tlie  Hon.  Ptnl  HamOton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


OSS 
NEW  YOBK»  November  24th,  1812. 

SIR, 

I  here  avail  myself  of  the.  first  opportunity  of  infomning 
yoa  of  tiie  occurrences  of  our  cruise,  ^ich  terminated  in  the 
capture  of  the  Wasp,  on  the  18di  of  October,  by  the  Poictiers 
of  74  guns,  while  a  wreck  from  damages  received  in  an  engage- 
ment with  the  British  sloop  of  war  Frolic,  of  22  suns ;  16  o£ 
them  32  pound  carronades,  and  four  twelve  pounaers  on  the 
main  deck,  and  two  twelve  pounders,  carronades,  on  the  top- 
gallant-forecastle, making  her  superior  in  force  to  us  by  four 
Welve  pounders.    The  Frolic  haa  struck  to  us  and  was  taken 

frosession  of,  about  two  hours  before  our  surrendering  to  the 
oictiers. 

We  had  ieft  tiie  Delaware  on  the  13th.  The  16th  had  a  heavy 
gale,  in  which  we  lost  our  gib -boom  and  two  men.  Half  past  1 !» 
on  the  night  of  the  17th,  in  the  latitude  of  37  degrees  north,  and 
longitude  65  degrees  west,  we  saw  several  sail ;  two  of  them  ap- 
peared very  large.  We  stood  from  tifiem  for  some  time,  then  shor-* 
tened  sail  and  steered  the  remainder  of  the  night  the  course  we 
had  perceived  them  on.  At  day-light,  on  Sunday  the  18th,  we 
saw  them  ahead— gave  chase,  and  soon  discoverea  them  to  be  a 
convoy  of  six  sail,  under  the  protection  of  a  sloop  of  war,  four 
of  them  large  ships,  mounting  from  16  to  18  guns.  At  30  min* 
utes  past  11,  A.  M.  we  engaged  the  sloop  of  war,  having  first  re- 
ceived her  fire  at  the  distance  of  fifty  or  sixty  yards,  which  space 
we  gradually  lessened  until  we  iaiu  her  on  board,  after  a  welt, 
supported  fire  of  43  minutes ;  and  although  so  near,  while  load- 
ins  the  last  broadside,  that  our  rammers  were  shoved  a^nst  the 
mde  of  the  enemy,  our  men  exhibited  the  same  alacrity  which 
they  had  done  during  the  whole  of  the  action.  They  imme- 
diately surrendered  upon  our  gaining  their  forecastle,  so  that  no* 
loss  was  sustained  on  either  side  after  boarding. 

Our  main-top-mast  was  shot  away  between  four  and  five  min- 
utes from  the  commencement  of  the  firing,  and  falling  t<^ther 
with  the  main-t(^-sail  yard  across  the  larboard  fore  and  fore- 
top-sail  braces,  rendered  our  head -yards  unmanageable  the  re- 
mainder of  the  action.  At  eight  minutes  the  gaft  and  main  top- 
gallant-mast came  down,  and  at  twenty  minutes  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  action,  every  brace  and  most  of  the  rigging  was  shot 
away*  A  few*  minutes  after  separating  from  the  Frolic,  both  her 
masts  fell  upon  deck,  the  main-mast  going  close  by  the  deck, 
and  the  fore-mast  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  above  it. 

Th^  courage  and  exertions  of  the  ofiicers  and  crew  fully  an- 
swered my  expectations  and  wishes.  Lieutenant  Biddle's  active 
conduct  contnbuted  much  to  our  success,  by  the  exact  attention 
paid  to  every  department  during  the  enga^ment,  and  the  ani- 
mating example  ne  afforded  the  crew  by  his  intrepidity.  Lieu- 
tenants Rodders,  Booth,  and  Mr.  Rapp,  shewed  by  the  incessant 
fire  from  their  divisions,  that  they  were  not  to  be  surpassed  in 
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PHoItttioii  or  skill.  Mr.  Knight  and  every  otii6r  officer  acted 
with  a  courage  and  promptitude  highly  honourable,  and  I  trust 
have  given  assurance  that  they  may  be  relied  on  whenever  their 
services  may  be  required* 

I  could  not  ascertain  the  exact  loss  of  the  enemy,  as  many  of 
the  dead  lay  buried  under  the  masts  and  spars  tiliat  had  falleu 
iDon  deck,  which  two  hours' exertion  had  not  sufficiently  removed. 
llr.  Biddle,  who  had  charge  of  the  Frolic,  states  that  from  what 
ke  aaw  and  from  information  from  the  officers,  the  number  of 
killed  must  have  been  about  thirtv,  and  that  of  the  wounded 
•boat  forty  or  fifty--of  the  killed  is  her  first  lieutenant  and 
iailinffmaster;  of  the  wounded,  captain  Whinyatesand  the  se- 
cond  Tieutenant 

We  had  five  killed  and  five  wounded  as  per  list ;  the  wounded 

aie  recovering.  Lieutenant  Claxton,  who  was  confined  by  sickness* 

left  his  bed  a  little  previous  to  the  engagement,  and  though  too 

weak  to  be  at  his  division,  remained  upon  deck  and  shewed  bjr 

his  composed  manner  of  noting  incidents,  that  we  had  lost,  by  his 

illness,  the  services  of  a  brave  officer. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

JACOB  JONES. 
Tbe  Hon.  PmI  Hamilton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


FORT  NIAGARA,  November  25tb,  1S13E. 

dIB, 

I  b^  leave  to  inform  you  that  on  the  morning  of  the  2l8t 
instant,  at  5  o'clock,  a  heavy  connonading  opened  upon  this  gar- 
rison fK>m  all  the  batteries  at,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of.  Port 
Cveofge,  which  lasted,  without  intermission,  until  after  sun-down* 
They  had  five  detached  batteries,  two  mounting  94  nounders. 
mmt  mounting  a  9,  and  two  mortar  batteries,  one  of  10 j,  the 
Mier  5)  inch.  The  batteries  fired  hot  shot,  which  set  some  of 
our  buildinrs  on  fire,  but  from  the  extraordinary  vigilance  of  the 
officers  ana  men,  particulariy  major  Armistead  of  the  United 
States'  corps  of  engineers,  whose  indefatisable  exertions  were 
extended  to  all  parts  of  die  garrison,  the  Ires  were  got  under 
without  being  observed  by  the  enemy. 

The  garrison  was  not  as  well  provided  with  artillery  and  am- 
Manition  as  I  could  have  wished ;  however,  the  batteries  opened 
m.  tremendous  fire  upon  them  in  return,  with  hot  shot,  admirably 
well  directed. 

Several  times  during  the  cannonading,  the  town  of  Newark 
waa  in  flames,  but  was  extinguished  by  uieir  engines,  as  also  the 
centre  building  in  Fort  George.  Their  mess  house  and  all  the 
bsildings  near  it  were  consumed.  Captain  M*Keon  commanded  a 
19  pounder  in  the  south -east  block  house,  and  distinguished  him* 
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ftelf  by  his  usual  gallantry  and  skill.  Captain  Jacks,  of  the  Ttli 
regiment  militia  artillery,  commanded  a  six  pounder  on  the  north 
block  house,  and  together  with  a  part  of  his  own  company,  thoug;h 
placed  in  a  situation  most  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  main- 
tained their  position  like  veterans.  Lieutenant  Rees  of  the  3d 
regiment  of  artillery,  had  the  command  of  an  eighteen  pounder  on 
the  south-east  battery,  which  was  pointed  at  a  battery  en  *barbeHe, 
mounting  a  twenty -four  pounder,  and  also  at  Fort  George ;  seve- 
ral well  directed  shot  were  directed  from  this  gun,  which  proved 
the  skill  of  its  commander. 

About  10  o'clock,  lieutenant  Rees  had  his  left  shoulder  bruised 
by  a  part  of  the  parapet  falling  on  him;  which,  thou^  it  did  not 
materially  injure  him,  obliged  him  to  retire,  and  captain  Leonard, 
of  the  1st  regiment  United  States'  artillery,  at  that  moment  arriv- 
ing, he  took  command  of  the  battery  for  the  remainder  of  the 
day.  Lieutenant  Wendel,  of  the  Sd  regiment  of  artillery,  had 
the  command  of  an  eighteen  and  four  pounder  on  the  west  bat- 
tery, and  doctor  Hooper,  of  captain  Jack's  company  of  militia 
artillery,  had  the  command  of  a  six  pounder  on  tne  mess  house. 
Of  these  gentlemen  and  their  commands,  I  cannot  speak  with 
too  much  praise ;  they  distinguished  themselves  highly,  and  from 
their  shot,  all  of  which  was  hot,  the  town  of  Newark  was  repeat- 
edly fired,  and  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  silenced  for  a  time. 

An  instance  of  extraordinary  bravery  in  a  female  (the  wife  of 
one  Doyle,  a  private  of  the  United  States'  artillery,  made  a  pri- 
soner at  Queenstown)  [  cannot  pass  over.  During  the  most  tre- 
mendous cannonading  I  have  ever  seen,  she  attended  the  six 
pounder  on  the  old  mess  house  with  red  hot  shot,  and  showed 
fortitude  equal  to  the  maid  of  Orleans. 

Lieutenants  Gansevoortand  Harris,  of  the  1st  regiment  United 
States'  artillery,  had  command  of  the  salt  battery  at  Youngstown, 
mounting  one  eighteen  and  a  four  pounder.  These  two  guns 
played  upon  the  lottery  of  Fort  George  and  the  buildings  near 
it:  from  every  observation  I  could  mSke  during  their  fire,  I  am 
happy  to  say  they  merited  my  warmest  thanks  for  their  skill  in 
the  service  of  these  guns. 

Lieutenant  Harris,  from  his  four  pounder,  sunk  a  schooner 
which  lay  at  their  wharf:  she  was  one  of  those  taken  by  the 
tnemy  at  the  mouth  of  Genesee  river  a  short  time  since.  He 
also  assisted  in  burning  and  destroying  the  buildings  near  tiie 
wharf.  These  two  ofiicers  and  their  men  in  the  warmest  part  of 
the  cannonading,  having  fired  away  all  their  cartridges,  cut  up 
their  flannel  waistcoats  and  shirts,  and  the  soldiers  their  trow- 
•ers,  to  supply  their  guns. 

I  cannot  say  too  much  of  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
artillery  immediately  under  my  observation  in  this  garrison ;  thej 
merit  the  thanks  and  esteem  of  their  country  for  the  defence  of 
it,  and  I  believe  it  never  sustained  so  sharp  and  continued  a  bom- 
bardment   The  enemy  flurew  more  than  two  thousand  red  hot 
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lillld  into  it,  and  a  number  of  shells,  amounting  to  more  than  180/ 
onlj  one  of  which  did  injury  to  our  men.  Lieutenant  colonel 
Oray  commanded  the  artillery ;  the  unremitted  attention  paid  to 
Iiis  oQty*  proves  him  an  officer  whose  zeal  and  science  do  honour 
to  himself  and  country ;  to  this  gentleman  I  feel  much  indebted 
for  the  manner  he  acquitted  himself.  To  the  officers  of  my  re* 
giment  (particularly  captain  Milligan)  and  the  soldiers  who  as- 
listed  the  artillery,  and  those  employed  in  extinguishing  the  fires 
ind  carrying  off  ^e  killed  and  wounded,  I  am  also  much  in« 
debted ;  they  merit  my  warmest  thanks.  To  doctor  West  of 
die  garrison,  doctor  Hugan  of  the  14th  regiment  United  States' 
infantry,  and  doctor  Craig  of  the  22d  regiment  United  States' 
mfantry,  I  offer  my  thanks;  they  were  employed  during  the 
entire  day  in  the  most  critical  duties  of  their  profession. 

Oar  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  eleven.  From  the  num- 
bers we  saw  carried  off  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  I  presume 
Bumy  more  were  killed  and  wounded  on  their  side. 

Only  two  of  the  above  men  were  killed  by  the  enemy's  shot, 
file  r^  by  the  bursting  of  a  12  pounder  in  uie  south-east  block 
iMMise,  and  by  the  sponges  of  the  guns  on  the  north  block  house, 
and  at  the  salt  battery. 

GEORGE  M'fEELEY, 

Lt*  CoL  commanding  Fort  Magara, 
.  Ocnenl  Alex.  Smyth. 


EXPEDITION  ON  THE  WABASH. 

ON  WABASH,  NEAR  THE  MOUTH  OF  PINE^REEK, 

November  37th,  1812. 

filR, 

By  colonel  lUchard  Taylor,  quarter  master  ^neral,  who 
mes  on  as  quick  as  possible  to  Frankfort,  I  have  it  m  my  power 
to  give  you  general  information  of  the  movements  of  the  army, 
mnce  mv  last.  On  the  11th,  the  army  marched  from  fort  Ham«^ 
ion,  on  tiie  road  formerly  made  by  governor  Harrison's,  army,  and 
Hkt  boats  set  out  at  the  same  time.  The  length  of  time  the  ene- 
mj  had  expected  us,  madett  necessary  to  guard  ourselves  in  an 
•necial  manner.  The  rise  of  the  waters,  Trom  the  heavy  fall  of 
ram  preceding  our  march,  and  some  large  creeks,  left  us  no 
doubt  of  considerable  difficulty  and  embarrassment;  insomuch, 
Aat  not  until  the  14th  did  we  pass  Sugar  creek,  3  miles  above 
Ae  road. 

Prom  every  information,  I  had  no  hesitation  in  moving  on  the 
cast  side  of  the  Wabash ;  the  Yermillions,  Pine  creek,  and  other 
impediments  on  the  west  side,  superadded  to  the  presumntioa 
that  we  were  expected,  and  might  more  easily  be  annoyed  and 
aarfwscaded  on  tiMt  route,  determined  me  in  this  measure ;  the' 


botts  too,  with  our  proyisions  of  ratioai»  fonigey  MxA 
itortB,  could  be  more  easily  covered  and  protected,  as  the  line  of 
Kirch  could  be  inTariably  nearer  the  river.  Lieutenant  colonel 
Barbour,  with  one  battalion  of  his  regiment,  had  command  of 
itt  7  boats,  and  encamped  with  us,  on  the  bank  of  the  river^ 
almost  every  night.  This  so  protracted  our  march,  that  we  did 
Bet  reach  the  Prophet's  town  until  the  19tfa :  on  the  morning  of 
Hdt  day,  I  detacned  300  men  to  surprize  the  Winebago  town, 
lying  on  Ponce  Passu  creek,  one  mile  from  the  Wabash,  and  4 
below  the  Prophet's.  This  party,  commanded  by  geneitd  Buder» 
mrrounded  the  place  about  break  of  day,  and  found  it  evacua- 
ted. There  were  in  the  main  town  ablout  40  houses,  many  of 
them  from  30  to  50  feet  in  length  ;  besides  many  temporary  nutn 
in  the  surrounding  Prairie,  in  which  they  had  cultivated  a  great 
deal  of  com. 

On  the  20th,  Slst  and  2dd,  we  weree  mployed  in  the  complete 
destruction  of  the  Prophet's  town,  which  contained  about  40 
cabins  and  huts,  and  the  lar^  Rickapoo  villaffe  adjoining  beloir 
it,  on  the  west  side  of  the  nver,  consisting  of  about  160  cabins 
and  huts ;  finding,  and  destroying  their  com,  reconnoitering  the 
circumjacent  part  of  the  country,  and  constmcting  works  for  the 
defence  of  our  boats  and  the  army.  Seven  miles  east  of  us,  om 
the  Ponce  Passu  creek,  a  party  of  Indians  were  discovered-— 
they  had  fired  on  a  small  party  of  ours  on  the  21st,  and  killed  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Dunn,  a  gallant  soldier  in  captain  Duvall's 
company.  On  the  22d,  upwards  of  sixty  horsemen,  under  the  com- 
mand of  lieutenant  colonels  Miller  and  Wilcox,  anxious  to  bury 
their  comrade,  as  well  as  gain  a  more  complete  knowledge  of  the 
ground,  went  on  to  a  point  near  the  Indian  encampment,  fell  into 
an  ambuscade,  and  18  of  our  party  were  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing.    Among  these,  are  three  hopeful  young  officers,  and  one 

S'lvatefrom  the  8th  (Wilcox's)  regiment,  viz: — ^Mars,  Edwards^ 
urray,and  the  private  Webb,  presumed  to  be  killed ;  the  other 
14  were  of  the  rangers.  On  the  return  of  this  l>arty,  and  the 
information  of  a  large  assemblage  of  the  enemy,  wno,  encouraged 
by  the  strength  of  their  camp,  appeared  to  be  waiting  for  us,  every 
preparation  was  made  to  march  early,  and  engage  the  enemy  at 
every  risk ;  when,  from  the  most  violent  storm,  and  fall  of  snow^ 
attended  with  the  coldest  weather  I  ever  saw  or  felt,  at  this  sea* 
son  of  tiie  year,  and  which  did  not  subside  until  the  evening 
of  the  2Sd,  we  were  delayed  until  the  24th.  Upon  arriving 
on  the  ground,  we  found  the  enemy  had  desertea  their  camp 
before  the  fall  of  snow,  and  passed  the  Ponce  Passu.  I  have  no 
doubt  but  their  eround  was  the  strongest  I  ever  have  seen ;  the 
deep,  rapid  creek  spoken  of,  was  in  their  rear,  running  in  a  semi* 
circle,  and  fronted  by  a  bluff  100  feet  high,  almost  perpendicular, 
andtmly  to  be  penetrated  by  three  steep  ravines.  If  the  enemy 
would  not  defend  themselves  here,  it  was  evident  they  did  not 
intend  fighting  at  alL    After  reconnoitering  sufficiently^  we  re* 
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^^Mled  to  campb  uid  foand  the  ice  %o  'accumulated»as  to  alarm  na 
'^the  retam  of  the  boats.    I  had  fulW  intended  to  have  apent 
^^Ve  more  week  in  endeavouring   to  find  the   Indian  campa; 
k^nit  the  ahoeleas,  ahirtleaa  state  of  the  troops,  now  clad  in  the 
'"""^ffloanta  of  their  sammer  dress ;  a  river  full  of  ice ;  the  hilla 
^^survered  with  anow ;  a  rigid  climate,  and  no  certain  point  to  which 
re  could  further  direct  our  operations ;  under  the  influence  of  the 
Ivice  of  every  field  and  staff  officer,  orders  were  given,  and 
ieatorea  pursued  for  our  return,  on  the  £5th.    We  are  now  pro« 
reasiiig  to  fort  Harrison,  through  the  ice  and  snow,  where  we 
ixpect  to  arrive  on  the  last  day  of  this  month. 

Frooi  Vincennea  I  shall  have  the  honour  of  addressing  your  ex* 
cellency  again :  but,  before  I  close  this,  I  cannot  forbear  eicpresa- 
ing  the  merits  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  command.  After 
leaving  at  fort  Harrison  all  unfit  for  duty,  we  had  in  privates  of 
every  corps,  about  lOOO^in  the  total,  1250  or  thereabout.  At  the 
Prophet^s  town,  upwards  of  100  of  these  were  on  the  sick  report. 
Tet,  airt  have  we  progressed  in  such  order  as  to  menace  our  enemy, 
from  aBy  annoyance.  Seven  large  keel  boats  have  been  covered 
and  protected,  to  a  point  hitherto  unknown  in  Indian  expeditions. 
Three  large  Indian  establishments  have  been  burnt  and  destroy- 
ed, with  near  three  miles  of  fence,  (and  all  the  com,  &c.  we  could 
find,)  besides  many  smaller  ones ;  the  enemy  have  been  sought 
in  their  strong  holds,  and  every  opportunity  afforded  them  to 
attack  or  alarm  us ;  a  march  on  the  east  side  of  the  Wabash, 
without  road,  or  recognizance  of  the  country,  fully  100  milea 
perfected ;  and  this  was  done  with  a  naked  army  of  infantry, 
aided  by  only  about  fifty  rangers  and  spies :  all  this  will  have 
been  done  in  twenty  days — no  sigh,  no  murmur,  no  complaint. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  yours,  &c. 

SAMUEL  HOPKINS. 
lOl  l0D0eIlendy  Gov.  Shelby. 


CAMP,  N£AB  BUFFALOE,  December  itb,  1812. 

The  troops,  under  my  command,  having  been  ordered  to  hut 

llMmaelvea  for  the  winter,  it  becomes  my  mity  to  report  to  you. 

the  proceedings  had  here^  since  I  took  command  on  tnis  frontier. 

On  or  about  the  26th  of  October,  1  ordered  that  fiO  scows  should 

be  prepared  for  the  transportation  of  cavalry  and  artillery,  and 

Bit  mt  carpenters  of  the  army  upon  that  duty.    By  the  S6th 
ovember,  ten   scows  were  completed ;  and  by  bringing  boata 
from  lake  Ontario,  the  number  was  increased  to  seventy. 

I  had  issued  an  address  to  the  men  of  New  York ;  and  per- 
hapa  300  volunteers  had  arrived  at  Bufialoe.  I  presumed  that 
the  regular  troops,  and  the  volunteers,  under  colonels  Smith  and 
If Cliire,  would  fmmish  8,300  bu9l  for  duty  y  aad^  of  gett«r«t 

13 
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Tanneliill's  bri^de,  reporiiDg  a  total  of  1,650,  as  many  aa  416 
had  volunteereu  to  cross  into  Canada.  I  deemed  myself  ready 
*'to  cross  with  3,000  men  at  vnM^^  accordinff  to  your  orders. 
Sreparatory  thereto,  on  the  night  of  the  27tfi  of  November,  I 
sent  over  two  parties ;  one  under  lieutenant  colonel  Boerstler ; 
the  other  under  captain  King,  with  whom  lieutenant  Angus,  of 
the  navy,  at  the  heaa  of  a  body  of  seamen,  united. 

The  first  mentioned  party  was  to  capture  a  guard  and  destroy 
a  bridge,  about  five  miles  below  fort  Ene  \  the  second  party  wer* 
to  take,  and  render  useless,  the  cannon  of  the  enemy's  batterieSy 
and  pieces  of  lisht  artillery.  The  first  party  made  some  pri- 
soners, but  failed  to  destroy  the  bridge.  The  second  party,  alter 
rendering  unserviceable  the  light  artillery,  separated  by  some 
misapprehension.  Lieutenant  Angus,  the  seamen,  and  part  of 
the  troops  returned,  with  all  the  boats,  while  captain  King,  citp- 
tain  Morgan,  captain  Sproul,  Lieutenant  Houston,  and  abooC 
sixty  men,  remained.  Captain  King,  notwithstanding,  with  theae 
under  his  command,  advanced  to  the  enemy's  batteries,  attacked 
and  took  two  of  them  in  succession,  rendered  unserviceable  the 
cannon,  and  took  a  number  of  prisoners.  In  descending  the 
Niagara  some  distance,  two  boats  were  found,  on  board  of  which 
cap&in  King  sent  his  prisoners,  all  his  officers  and  half  his  men ; 
his  high  sense  of  honour  would  not  allow  him  to  quit  the  remain- 
der— he  was  captured  with  them. 

Orders  had  been  given,  that  all  the  troops  in  the  neighbourhood 
should  march  at  reveille  to  the  place  of  embarkation.    A  nart  of 
the  detachment  sent  in  the  ni^ht,  having  returned,  and  naviEg 
excited  apprehensions  for  the  residue,  about  250  men,  under  cof 
onel  Winder,  put  off  in  boats,  tor  the  opposite  shore ;  a  part  of  this 
force  had  landed,  when  a  superior  force,  iidth  apiece  of  artillery 
appeared : — a  retreat  was  ordered,  and  colonel  Winder's  detara* 
ment  suffered  a  loss  of  six   killed,  and  22  wounded ;  of  friioaa 
three  were  officers.    The  general  embarkation  commenced 
the  troops  arrived  ;  but  this  being  the  first  time  the  troops  I 
embarked,  the  whole  of  the  scows  were  occupied  by  about  one — 
third  part  of  the  artillery ;  while  about  800  regular  infantrj 
something  upwards  of  200  twelve  month's  volunteers,  and  per 
haps  200  of  those  militia  who  had  volunteered  their  senricea  fo 
a  few  days,  occupied  all  the  boats  that  were  ready.    The  traqr^ 
then  embarked,  moved  up  the  stream  to  Black  Rock,  without  avH 
tainine  loss  from  the  enemy's  fire.    It  was  now  the  aftemooi-     '^ 
and  they  were  ordered  to  disembark,  and  dine.    The  enen^ 
showed  a  force,  estimated  at  five  or  six  hundred  men,  drawn 
in  a  field,  at  some  distance  from  the  river ;  and  had  one  piece 
artillery,  said  to  be  a  nine  pounder,  ready  to  fire  on  our  troops. 

There  remained,  unembarked,  a  part  of  the  artillery ;  a  fi 
cavalry ;  the  volunteers  under  colonel  M'Clure,  amounting, 
that  day,  to  340  men;  a  detachment  from  general  Tann^lL 
brigade,  (number  unknown,  and  little  relied  on;)  ti^ere  were  ik 
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Bnrds  who  might  perhaps  have  followed  the  armj,  if  it 
ssfuU 

ctiDg  your  instructions  "  to  cross  with  3,000  men .  at 
1  to  consult  some  of  my  principal  officers  in  *'  all  im- 
ivements,"  I  called  for  the  field  officers  of  the  regular 
re  montli's  volunteers  embarked;  colonel  Porter  not 
d  at  the  moment,  captain  Gibson  was  called,  as  the 
ir  officer  of  artillery.  These  questions  were  put>- 
edient  now  to  cross  over  ?  Is  the  force  we  have,  suffi* 
onquer  the  opposite  coast  ?"  The  first  question  was 
I  the  negative,  by  colonels  Parker,  Schuvler,  Winder, 

colonels  Boerstler  and  Coles,  and  major  Campbell, 
nrift,  of  the  volunteers,  alone  gave  an  opinion  for  thmi 
iver.  The  second  question  was  not  decided :  colonel 
donel  Schuyler,  lieutenant  colonel  Coles,  and  miyor 
were  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  force  was  insuffici- 
mels  Winder  and  Smith,  lieutenant  colonel  Boerstlert 
in  Gibson,  deemed  the  force  sufficient  I  determined 
e  crossing  over,  until  more  complete  preparation  would 
to  embark  the  whole  force  at  once,  according  to  your 
18.  The  next  day  was  spent  in  such  preparations,  and 
were  ordered  to  be  a^ain  at  the  nlace  oi  embarkation* 
sk  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  November.  On  their 
ij  were  sent  into  the  adjacent  woods,  there  to  build 
remain  until  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  Ist  of 
,  when  it  was  intended  to  put  oflf  two  hours  before  day- 
\  to  avoid  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  cannon,  in  passinff  the 
hich  it  was  believed  they  occupied  below ;  to  land  above 
,  assault  that  place,  and,  if  successful,  march  through 
vn,  to  fort  George.     The  contractor  was  called  oa 

rations  for  2500  men,  for  four  days;  when  it  was 
could  furnish  the  pork,  but  not  the  flour ;  sixty  barrela 
lired,  and  only  thirty  furnished.  The  embarkation 
id ;  but  was  delayed  by  circumstances,  so  as  not  to  be 
L  until  after  day-light,  when  it  was  found,  the  regular 
588  men,  the  artillery,  177  men,  colonel  Swift's  volun- 
at  230,  six  companies  of  federal  volunteers,  amountinff 
n,  about  100  militia,  of  colonel  Dobbins's  regiment,  ana 
n  in  a  boat  with  Mr.  P.  B.  Porter,  contractor's  aceni^ 
to  pilot  the  enterprize,  had  embarked  ;  the  whole  on 
hout  the  commissioned  officers,  being  1500  men ;  and  it 
:wo  hours  later  than  the  time  fixed  on  for  setting  out. 
vere  some  groups  of  men  not  yet  embarked.  They 
ic4  to,  requested,  and  ordered,  hj  the  brigade  major,  to 
he  boats;  they  did  not.  He  estimated  theur  number  at 
'as  probably  greater. 

became  a  question,  whether  it  was  expedient  to  invade 
n  open  dav-light,  with  1500  men,  at  a  point  where  ne 
nent  could  be  expected  for  some  days.   1  s^w  the  nun*' 
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ber  of  regular  troops  was  declining  rapidly.  I  knew  that  oa 
them  I  was  chiefly  to  depend. 

I  called  togetner  omcers  commanding  corps  of  the  regular 
arinj.  Colonel  Parker  being  sick,  liiose  present  were  colonel 
Porter,  of  the  artillery,  colonel  Schuyler,  colonel  Winder,  and 
lieutenant  colonel  Coles.  I  put  to  them  this  question : — ''  Shall  we 
now  proceed  P"  Thej  unanimously  decided  that  we  ought  not. 
I  foresaw  that  the  volunteers,  who  had  come  out  for  a  few  days, 
would  disperse.  Several  of  them  had  on  the  evening  of  the  25th 
broken  their  muskets,  because  they  had  not  seen  a  battle;  I 
foresaw  that  the  number  of  regular  troops  would  decrease  ;  the 
measles  had  affected  them  generally ;  the  constant  use  of  fresh 
meat  had  produced  dysenteries,  and  they  were  now  in  tents,  in 
the  month  of  December.  I  informed  the  officers,  that  the 
attempt  to  invade  Canada  would  not  be  made,  until  the  army  was 
reinforced,  and  directed  them  to  withdraw  their  troops,  and  cover 
them  with  huts  immediately.  The  volunteers  and  neighboring 
|>eople  were  dissatisfied,  and  it  has  been  in  the  power  of  the 
contractor's  agent  to  excite  some  clamor  against  the  course  ppr- 
kued ;  he  finds  tlie  contract  a  losing  one,  at  ti^is  time,  and  would 
wish  to  see  the  army  in  Canada,  tliat  he  might  not  be  bound  to 
•upply  it. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  situation  of  the  force  under  my  command, 
had  not  been  such,  as  to  make  the  propriety  of  a  forward 
movement  obvious  to  all.  Circumstanced  as  we  were,  I  have 
tiiought  it  my  duty  to  follow  the  cautious  counsels  of  expe* 
lience,  and  not  by  precipitation,  to  add  another  to  the  list  of  our 
defeats. 

Tou  will  perceive  my  motives  by  my  letter  of  the  dOth  Octo- 
ber, wherein  I  said  **  I  would  cross  in  three  days,  if  I  had  the 
means ;  without  them,  it  would  be  injustice  to  the  nation  and 
myself,  to  attempt  itr— J  musf  not  he  defiated*^^ 

Allow  me  to  recommend  to  your  attention,  and  that  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  captain  W.  ^ng  of  the  15th  regiment  infan- 
try, as  an  officer  of  the  first  class.  His  dauntless  bravery,  refined 
mmd,  hi^h  sense  of  honour,  and  ambition  to  distinguish  himself^ 
fender  him  a  fit  subject  for  promotion ;  and  he  is  perhaps  the 
best  disciplinarian  in  the  army.  I  have  a  wife  and  children ;  I  have 
Bot  seen  them  for  fourteen  months ;  I  ask  permission  now  to 
irisit  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  yours,  &c. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 

Brigadiet  Chmrmli 

Major  General  Dearbonr. 
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Bmirml  &mfih  io  a  committee  of  the  patriotic  citizens  of  ih$ 

western  counties  of  J>rew  Fork. 

CAMP  NEAR  BUFFALO!;  December  3d,  1812* 

OEafTLENSir» 

Tour  letter  of  December  2d  is  before  me ;  and  I  answer  it 
in  the  following  manner : 

On  the  26th  October,  I  ordered  that  20  scows  should  be  pre- 
pared for  the  transportation  of  artillery  and  cavalry,  and  put  the 
carpenters  of  the  army  upon  that  duty. 

By  the  26th  of  November,  10  scows  were  completed,  and  by 
bringing  some  boats  from  lake  Ontario,  above  the  falls  of  Niagara* 
the  number  was  increased  to  seventj. 

I  had  on  the  26th  of  November,  issued  an  address  to  the  men 
of  New  York,  and  perhaps  300  had  arrived  at  Buffaloe.  I  pre* 
sumed  that  the  regular  troops,  and  the  volunteers  under  colonela 
Swift  and  M*Clure,  would  furnish  2,300  men  for  dutj^ ;  and  q[ 
general  Tannehill's  brigade  (from  Pennsylvania)  reporting  a  total 
of  1,650,  as  many  as  413  had  volunteered  to  cross  into  Canada. 
My  orders  were  to  **  cross  with  3,000  men  at  once."  I  deemed 
viyself  ready  to  fulfil  them. 

Preparatory  thereto,  on  the  night  of  the  27th  November,  I  sent 
mrer  two  parties,  one  under  lieutenant  colonel  Boerstler,  the  other 
mder  captain  King,  with  whom  lieutenant  Aneus,  of  the  navy,  at 
the  head  of  a  body  of  seamen,  u*nited.  The  first  was  to  capture 
a  guard,  and  destroy  a  bridge  about  five  miles  below  fort  Erie ;  the 
second  were  to  take  and  render  useless  the  cannon  of  the  enc- 
ny's  batteries,  and  some  pieces  of  light  artillery-  The  first 
party  failed  to  destroy  the  oridge ;  the  second,  aner  rendering 
unserviceable  the  light  artillery,  separated  by  some  misapprehen- 
sion. Lieutenant  Angus,  the  seamen,  and  part  of  the  troops, 
returned  with  all  the  Ixiats ;  while  captain  King,  captain  Morgan, 
captain  Sproul,  lieutenant  Houston,  and  about  sixty  men  remain- 
ed. Tlie  party  thus  reduced,  attacked,  took,  and  rendered  unser* 
▼iceable  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  captured  thirty -four  prison  I 
ers,  found  two  boats,  in  which  captain  King  sent  the  prisoners 
and  about  half  his  partv  with  tne  other  officers;  he  himself 
remaining  with  30  men  whom  he  would  not  abandon. 

Orders  had  been  given,  that  all  the  troops  in  the  neighbourhood 
should  march,  at  revellie,  to  the  place  of  embarkation.  A  part 
of  the  detachment  sent  in  the  night  having  returned  and  excited 
apprehensions  for  the  residue,  about  250  men,  under  the  command  of 
colonel  Winder,  suddenly  put  off  in  boats  for  the  opposite  shore; 
a  part  of  this  force  had  landed,  when  a  force  deemed  superior, 
with  one  piece  of  artillery,  was  discovered  ;  a  retreat  was  ordered; 
and  colonel  Winder's  detachment  suffered  a  loss  of  six  killed  and 
nineteen  wounded,  besides  some  officers. 

The  general  embarkation  commenced  as  the  troops  arrived ;  but 
this  bemg  a  first  embarkation,  the  whole  of  the  scows  were  occa- 
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pied  by  about  one  third  of  the  artillery,  while  about  800  regular 
infantry,  about  200  twelve  month's  volunteers,  under  colonel  Swift* 
and  about  £00  of  the  militia  who  had  volunteered  their  services 
for  a  few  days,  occupied  all  the  boats  that  were  ready,  the  troops 
then  embaked,  moved  up  the  stream  to  Black  Rock  virithout  loss ; 
they  were  ordered  to  disembark  and  dine« 

1  had  received  from  my  commanding  general  an  instruction 
in  the  following  words-r-<*  In  all  important  movements  you  will,  I 
presume,  consider  it  advisable  to  consult  some  of  your  principal 
officers."  I  deemed  this  equivalent  to  an  order ;  and  the  move* 
ment  important  I  called  for  the  field  officers  of  the  regulars, 
and  twelve  month's  volunteers  embarked.  Colonel  Porter  was 
not  found  at  the  moment  These  questions  were  put-^/s  it  expe- 
dient JVO  fV  to  cross  over  ?  Is  the  force  we  have  sufficievJt  fo  con^ 
quer  the  opposite  coast  ? 

The  first  question  was  decided  in  the  ne^tive  by  colonel 
Parker,  colond  Schuyler,  colonel  Winder,  lieutenant  colonel 
Boerstler,  lieutenant  colonel  Coles,  and  major  Campbell.  Colonel 
Swift,  of  volunteers,  alo^ve,  gave  an  opinion  for  then  crossing  over. 

The  second  question  was  not  decided.  Colonel  Parker,  colonel 
Schuyler,  lieutenant  colonel  Coles,  and  major  Campbell,  were 
decidedly  of  opinion  tliat  the  force  was  insufficient  Colonel 
Winder,  colonel  Swift,  lieutenant  colonel  Boerstier,  and  captain 
Gibson,  deemed  the  force  sufficient 

I  determined  to  pospone  crossing  over  until  more  complete 
preparation  would  enable  me  to  einbark  tlie  whole  force  ai  once, 
the  course  prescribed  by  my  orders.  The  next  day  was  spent  in 
such  preparation,  and  tde  troops  were  ordered  to  be  asain  at  the 
place  of  embarkation  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  30th 
November.  On  tiieir  arrival  tliey  were  sent  into  the  adjacent 
woods,  there  to  build  fires,  and  remain  until  3  o'clock  m  the 
morning  of  the  1st  of  December;  when  it  was  intended  to  put 
eff  two  hours  before  day-liglit,  so  as  to  avoid  the  fire  of  the  ene- 
my's cannon  in  passing  the  position  which  it  was  believed  they 
occupied  below,  to  land  above  Chippeway,  assault  that  place,  aind 
if  successful,  march  through  Queenstown  for  Fort  George.  For 
this  expedition  the  contractor  was  called  on  to  furnish  rations  for 
£»500  men  for  four  days,  when  it  was  found  he  could  furnish  the 
pork  but  not  the  flour ;  the  deputy  quarter  master  called  for  60 
Wrela  and  got  but  30. 

The  embarkation  commenced,  but  was  delated  by  circum- 
stances so  as  not  to  be  completed  until  after  day -light,  when  it  was 
found  the  regular  infantry,  688  men,  the  artillery,  177  men. 
Swift's  volunteers  estimated  at  £3,  six  companies  of  federal 
volunteers  under  captains  Collins,  Phillips,  Allison,  Moore,  Ma- 
ther and  Marshall,  amounting  to  276  men,  commanded  by  lieu- 
tenant colonel  M'Clure,  100  men  of  colonel  Dobbin's  militia,  and 
a  few  men  in  a  boat  with  general  P.  B,  Porter,  had  embarked,  the 
whole  on  board  amountii^)  exclusive  of  officers^  to  1,466  men» 
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ther^aboats,  and  it  was  now  two  hours  later  tkan  had  been 
^^^ntemplated. 

There  were  some  groups  of  men  not  jet  embarked ;  thej  were 
^-l>plied  to,  requested,  and  ordered  by  the  brigade  major  to  get 
^  ^to  the  boats ;  they  did  not  The  number  of  these  the  brigade 
^^udor  estimated  at  about  150.    It  was  probably  greater. 

It  Aen  became  a  Question,  whether  it  was  expedient  to  invade 
^^anada  in  open  day-light,  with  l,dOO  men,  at  a  point  where  no 
^K^infoTcements  could  be  expected  for  some  days.  I  saw  that  the 
^Kiuniber  of  resular  troops  was  declining  rapidly.  I  knew  that  on 
^ttem  chiefly  1  was  to  aepend. 

I  called  together  the  officers  commanding  corps  of  the  reeular 
^rmy.  Colonel  Parker  being  sick,  those  present  were,  colonel 
porter  of  the  artillery,  colonel  Schuyler,  colonel  Winder,  and 
Veutenant  colonel  Coles. 

I  put  to  them  this  question:  shall  we  prdeeedP  They  unani- 
^nously  decided  that  we  ought  not 

I  foresaw  that  the  volunteers,  who  had  come  out  for  a  few  days, 
^*<mld  disperse— several  of  them  had  on  the  evening  of  the  28th, 
~  :e  their  muskets.    I  foresaw  that  the  number  of  the  regular 
p»  would  detrease ;  measles,  and  other  diseases,  being  among 

jm  ;  and  they  were  now  in  tents,  in  the  month  of  December. 
X  informed  the  officers  that  the  attempt  to  invade  Canada  would 
^^<^t  be  made,  until  the  army  was  remforced ;  directed  them  to 
^^^thdraw  their  troops,  and  cover  them  with  huts  immediately. 

You  say  that  on  Saturday  every  obstruction  was  removed,  and 
"^liat  a  lanaing  mi^t  have  been  effected  <<  without  the  loss  of  a  single 
^K\an*''  This  proves  you  unacquainted  with  the  occurrences  of 
"^He  day.  Colonel  Wmder,  in  retiring  from  the  enemy's  shore  in 
'^Ke  morning,  lost  a  tenth  part  of  his  force,  in  killed  and  wounded. 
I^lie  cmemy  showed  no  more  than  5  or  600  men,  as  estimated  by 
^^lonel  Purker,  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  supposed  a  9  pounder. 
1?hat  force,  we,  no  doubt,  might  have  overcome,  but  not  without 
loss  ;  and  that,  from  the  ^reat  advantage  the  enemy  would  have 
H^d,  vught  have  been  considerable. 

nCt^  recapitulate^— My  orders  were  to  pass  into  Canada  with 

3oOO  men  at  once.    On  the  first  day  of  embarkation  not  more 

%liaii  1»400  men  were  embarked,  of  whom  400,  that  is,  half  of  the 

x^^ular  infantry,  were  exhausted  with  fatigue,  and  want  of  rest.  On 

%lie  second  embariuttion,  only  1 ,500  men  were  embarked,  and  these 

'^vere  to  have  put  offimmediatcly,  and  to  have  descended  the  river 

^jo  a  point  where  reinforcements  were  not  to  be  expected.    On 

both  days  many  of  the   regular  troops  were  men  in  bad  health, 

^^vlio  could  not  have  stood  one  day's  march ;  who,  although  they 

"^vere  on  the  sick  report,  were  turned  out  by  their  ardent  officers!. 

Tlieaffiur  at  Queenstown  is  a  caution  against  relying  on  crowds^ 

^%ivho  go  to  the  banks  of  Niagara,  to  look  at  a  battle  as  on  a  the- 

^tricA  exhibitjion ;  who,  if  they  are  disappointed  at  the  sigjits. 


104 

break  tiidr  muskets ;  or  if  they  are  wiliiout  ratioiis  for  a  iaj 
desert.* 

I  have  made  jou  this  frank  disclosure,  without  admitting  you 
■uthoritj  to  require  it,  under  the  impression  that  you  are  patnoti 
and  candid  men ;  and  that  you  will  not  censure  me  for  follow 
ing  the  cautious  counsels  of  experience;  nor  join  in  the  8eiiM 
leas  clamor  excited  against  me  by  an  interested  man. 

I  have  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  cautious  counsel  givei 
by  the  superior  officers  of  my  command,  was  good.  From  deaerl 
trs,  we  learn  that  2,314  rations  are  issued  daily  on  the  frontiei 
on  the  British  side.  Captain  King,  prisoner  at  Fort  George,  write 
to  an  officer  tiius — <*  teU  our  frienas  to  take  better  care  cftk&m 
9dc$$than  it  appears  I  have  done.^^ 

I  am,  genUemen,  with  great  respect,  yours,  8cc. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH. 

Brigadier  Otnera 

To  Messrs.  Geoijg^  M<Clure,  Lewis  Birdsall,  John  Griffin,  and  William  1 
Rochester,  a  committee  from  the  patriotic  citizens  of  the  western  countii 
of  New  York. 

P.  S.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  force  rfoJj^  could  be  no  otha 
irise  ascertidned  than  by  an  actual  embarkation,  it  being  uncertai 
what  portion  of  the  vomnteer  force  would  embark. 


CAMP,  ON  MISSIS8INEWAY, 
Two  miles  above  Silver  Heels,  December  12th,  18K 

DEAA  GENERAL, 

After  a  fati^ne  march  of  three  days  and  one  night  Gnoi 
Greenville,  I  arnved  with  the  detachment  under  my  commani 
at  a  town  on  the  Mississinewa,  thought  by  the  spies  to  be  SilTc 
Heel's  town ;  but  proved  to  be  a  town  settled  by  a  mixture  i 
Delaware  and  Miami  Indians. 

About  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  a  charge  was  mad 
upon  the  town,  when  many  fled  over  the  river,  others  surrendered 
those  who  fled  made  resistance  after  crossing,  by  firing  across  th 
river.  Thirty -seven  prisoners  are  taken,  whom  I  shall  brins  i 
with  me,  including  men,  women  and  children ;  seven  wamai 
were  killed.  After  disposing  of  the  prisoners,  I  marched  a  detad 
ment  down  the  river,  and  burned  three  villages  without  reaistaBCi 
I  then  returned  and  encamped  on  the  ground  where  stood  the  flu 
villaffe  attacked. 

This  morning  about  day-light,  or  a  little  before,  my  camp  Hi 
attacked  by  a  party  of  Inmans  (the  number  unknown,  but  suppoit 
to  be  between  2  and  SOO)  on  my  right  line,  occupied  by  mijfi 

*  Six  hundred  of  general  Tannehill's  brigade  deserted  in  twen^-ix 
hours.  A  court  martial  of  this  brigade  have  finsd  a  man  fwcfoeoRif  OK  iiii 
cents  for  the  crime  of  desertion ! 
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Ball's  •qoadroB,  who  nlUntlj  resisted  them  for  about  three  qusr^ 
ters  of  an  hour,  when  uie  Indians  retreated,  after  being  most  gal- 
lantly charged  bj  captain  Trotter,  at  the  head  of  his  troop  of  caval* 
ry.  We  lost  in  the  first  action,  one  killed  and  one  wounded  (by 
accident  the  last) ;  in  the  action  of  this  morning,  we  have  eight 
killed  and  diwut  tiiirtj-five  or  forty  wounded.  Not  having  yet 
cotten  a  report,  I  am  unable  to  state  the  number  exactly.  The 
Indians  have  lost  about  forty  killed,  from  the  discoveries  now 
made;  the  spies  are  out  at  present  ascertaining  the  number.  I 
have  sent  to  Greenville  for  a  reinforcement,  and  send  you  this 
hasty  sketch.  A  detailed  report  shall  be  hereafter  made  known 
loyoa,  noticing  particularly  those  companies  and  individuals  who 
have  distinguished  themselves  signally. 

I  anticipate  another  attack  before  I  reach  Greenville,  but  rest 
assured,  my  dear  general,  that  they  shall  be  warmly  received.  I 
have  a  detachment  composed  of  the  bravest  fellows,  both  officers 
and  soldiers,  in  the  world.  Our  return  will  be  commenced  this 
morning.  Among  our  killed,  I  have  to  deplore  the  loss  of  tl^ 
brave  captain  Pierce.  Lieutenant  Waltz,  of  captain  MarkleV 
troi^  of  cavalry,  is  also  mortally  wounded.  Their  gallant  con- 
duct shall  be  noticed  hereafter. 

Yours,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem, 

JOHN  B.  CAMPBELL, 

Lt.  Col.  I9th  Reg.  U.  8.  Infantry. 

CencxmlW.  H.  Hamson, 

Commaiiding  N.  W*  anny. 


P.  B.  PORTER  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

In  the  Gazette  of  last  week,  I  promised  to  give  an  account  of 
aeme  of  the  most  prominent  transactions  of  the  28th  of  November 
aad  Ist  of  December.  Having  since  that  time,  received  from  gene- 
i«l  Smyth,  assurances,  which,  as  a  man  of  honor,  I  am  bound  to 
Mieve,  that  the  course  pursued  by  him  on  those  days,  was  such 
as  was  required  by  his  oraers  and  instructions  from  tne  Secretary 
#f  War  and  funeral  Dearborn,  this  communication  will  assume 
m  character  quite  different  from  the  one  then  contemplated.  I  am 
pledged,  however,  to  the  public,  to  give  facts,  whicn  I  shall  pro- 
ceed to  do  without  comment ;  leaving  it  to  time  to  develope  the 
•biect  of  military  movements  which  have  appeared  to  me  and 
mers  not  only  extraordinary,  but  inexplicable. 

On  the  27th  of  November  there  were  collected  at  this  point  a 
wilitary  force  of  about  4,500  effective  men;  consisting  of  regular 
troops.  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Baltimore  volunteers,  all 
vnder  the  command  of  general  Smyth*    There  were  lying  at  the 

14 
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Navy  Yard  near  Black  Rock,  which  had  been  preriouslj  prepared 
Am*  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  troops  across  the  river^* 

70  public  boats  calculated  to  cany  40  men  each    -..-•.    2800 
5  long  boats  belonging  to  individuals,  but  wluch  had  been  taken 

into  the  public  service,  calculated  to  cany  100  men  each  «    »      500 
10  scows  for  artillery,  and  25  men  each         •    -         .    .    «    •    •      250 
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besides  a  number  of  small  boats. 

At  2  o'clock  on  that  day,  I  received  a  copy  of  general  Smyth's 
order  for  the  mar(?h  of  all  the  troops,  the  succeeoine  morning  at 
revellie,  to  the  Navy  Yard,  to  embark  for  Canada.    1  immediately 
gave  orders  for  the  New  York  volunteers^  who  had  been  placea 
under  my  command,  to  parade  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  at  their 
encampment  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  Navy  Yard. 
In  the  evening,  I  learnt  tliat  the  parties  mentioned  in  general 
Smyth's  despatch,  were  to  cross  the  river  at  11  o'clock  at  night, 
to  attack  the  enemy's  batteries  opposite  Black  Rock.    General 
Smyth  not  being  here,  I  waited  on  lieutenant  Angus,  and  suggest 
cd  to  him  the  propriety  (if  within  the  scope  of  his  orders^  ofpost- 
poning  the  enterprize  until  nearly  morning,  to  give  as  little  time 
as  possible,  before  the  passage  of  the  army,  for  the  enemy's  troops 
to  collect  from  their  stations  down  the  river.  They  landed  at  three 
in  the  morning,  under  a  severe  fire  of  musketry  and  gra])e  shot 
from  two  pieces  of  flying  artillery.     Lieutenant  Angus,  with  our 
little  banc!  of  sailors,  assisted  by  captain  Craig  and  a  few  of  his 
party,  attacked  the  principal  force  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of 
about  100,  at  the  Red  House  (the  seamen  charging  with  their  pikes 
and  swords,  against  muskets  and  bayonets)  and  routed  them  m  all 
directions*    Captain  Dox,  who  took  a  distinguished  part  in  this 
affair,  was  severely  wounded.    After  a  hard  and  destructive  en- 
gagement, tlie  enemy  was  completely  dispersed,  the  t>vo  field 
meces  spiked,  and  the  house  in  which  the  enemy  (quartered,  fired. 
The  seamen  returned  to  our  shore,  bringing  off  tneir  wounded  and 
several  prisoners.    Out  of  12  naval  officers  who  embarked  in  this 
enterpnze,  nine  of  them,  with  more  than  half  their  men,  were 
killea  or  wounded.    If  bravery  be  a  virtue,  if  the  eratitude  of  a 
country  be  due  to  those  who  gallantly  and  desperately  asserted  its 
rights,  the  government  will  make  ample  and  honourable  provision 
for  the  heirs  of  those  brave  tars  who  fell  on  this  occasion,  as  well 
as  for  those  who  survived.    Captain  King  proceeded  to  spike  and 
dismount  the  guns  in  the  batteries.    Lieutenant  colonel  Boerstler 
dispersed  the  enemy  lower  down  the  river,  taking  a  number  of 
prisoners.' 
By  sun-rise  in  the  momine,  most  of  the  troops  had  arrived  at  the 

Slace  of  embarkation,  and  the  day  was  fine.  I  marched  500  of 
le  volunteers  who  had  rallied  under  eeneral  Smyth's  invitation, 
well  armed  and  provided,  and  in  high  spirits ;  about  150  more, 
who  came  in  the  evening  before,  were  at  Buffkloe  drawing;  their 
srma  and  ammunition^  with  orders  to  join  us  as  soon  as  possible.   I 
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stationed  my  men  as  instructed  bj  eeneral  Smyth,  in  a  field  at  tbe 
Navy  Yard,  with  directions  to  wait  for  further  orders.  The  parties 
irho  liad  crossed  in  the  night,  aided  by  our  batteries,  which  at  day- 
light opened  a  |M>werful  and  well  directed  fire,  and  a  piece  of  li^t 
artillery  on  the  island,  under  charge  of  captain  Gibson,  had  driven 
every  thing  from  the  opposite  shore.  Colonel  Winder,  an  officer 
of  great  intelligence,  zeal  and  bravery,  under  the  mistaken  appre- 
hension that  the  party  under  lieutenant  colonel  Boerstler  were  in 
danger  of  being  cut  off,  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  (though  Us 
•wn  boat  landed)  to  land  250  men  at  a  difficult  point  down  the  river, 
and  had  returned  as  stated  by  general  Smyth.  The  general  em- 
hftilLation  now  commenced,  but  it  went  on  so  tardily,  that  at  18 
o'clock,  the  whole  of  the  re^lar  troops,  and  colonel  Swift's  regiment^ 
were  not  in  boats.  A  considerable  number  of  boats  were  lying  on  the 
•fames  of  the  river  and  creek,  having  been  thrown  up  by  the  nieh  water 
rf  &e  preceding  day.  Several  were  in  the  creek  half  filled  witb 
water  and  ice.  I  called  on  general  Smyth  and  proposed  to  occupy 
part  of  these  boats  with  my  volunteers,  many  of  whom  were 
impatient  to  embark.  Being,  however,  at  this  moment  informed 
by  .colonel  Porter,  that  the  boats  which  had  been  used  by  colonel 
Winder  were  lying  about  a  mile  below,  major  Chapin  and  myself, 
with  about  30  men,  went  down  the  shore,  brought  up  five  boats, 
filled  them  with  men,  and  arrived  at  Black  Rock,  the  point  at 
which  it  was  proposed  to  put  off,  as  soon  as  any  of  the  regular 
troops.  About  2  o'clock,  2d\  the  troops,  which  it  appeared  were 
intended  to  be  crossed  at  first,  collected  in  a  group  of  boats  at 
Black  Rock  under  the  cover  of  our  batteries.  I  have  seen  no  offi- 
cial account  of  the  number  of  men  in  the  boats.  My  opinion  was 
fliat  the  number  exceeded  2,000.  Most  men  of  observation  who 
were  present,  estimated  it  at  2,600 ;  the  men  were  in  fine  spirits, 
and  desirous  of  crossing. 

General  Tannehill's  volunteers,  colonel  F.  M'Clure's  regiment, 
some  riflemen,  cavalry,  &c.  amounting  to  about  2,000,  were  still 
nuraded  on  the  shore,  and,  as  1  am  informed,  were  ready  to  cross, 
oevtfal  boats  of  sufficient  capacity  to  carry  about  1000  men,  were 
•till  lyinc  at  the  Navy  Yara  unoccupied.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  Learn  mat  any  order  or  request  was  made  for  the  embarkation 
of  the  troops,  other  than  the  regulars,  of  colonel  Swift's  regiment. 
Hie  enemy,  estimated  at  about  500,  were  drawn  up  in  a  line  about 
lialf  a  mile  from  the  river. 

After  renuuning  in  the  boats  till  late  in  the  afternoon,  an  order 
ms  received  to  cQsembark.  It  produced  among  the  officers  and 
men  generally  great  discontent  and  murmuring,  which  was,  how- 
ever, in  some  degree  allayed  by  assurances  that  the  exp^tioA 
was  only  postpon^  for  a  short  time,  until  our  boats  could  be  bet- 
ter nrenared. 

Cm  Sunday  another  order  was  issued  by  general  Smyth,  for  tiie 
march  of  the  troops  to  the  Navy  Yard,  to  embark  at  9  o'clock  on 
Monday  morning.  I  was  at  Buffidoe  when  it  was  received,  and 
flnind  that  it  was  generally,  as  to  time  and  manner,  disapprovad 
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bjr  the  officers  o^  tlie  volunteers.  I  saw  general  Smjth  in  the  even 
ins  at  Black  Rock,  with  colonel  Winder,  and  stated  my  objection] 
to  Ills  plan.  The  enemy  had  remounted  his  euns  on  the  batteries 
so  as  to  render  it  inexpedient  to  cross  at  the  favorable  point  whid 
had  been  taken  on  Satunla  v,  above  the  island  that  covers  the  Navi 
Yard.  Immediately  below  tlie  island,  the  enemy  lay  in  force 
much  augmented  in  consequence  of  the  aftair  of  Saturday,  occupy 
ing  a  line  of  shore  of  about  a  mile,  where  the  current  is  rapid,  am 
the  banks  abrupt.  I  did  not  believe  it  possible  to  effect  a  landinj 
with  raw  troopis,  in  anv  tolerable  order,  if  at  all,  in  the  face  of  th 
flying  artillery  and  infantry,  which  a  full  view  of  our  movement 
in  the  day  time  would  enable  them  to  oppose  us.  I  proposed  ti 
postpone  the  expedition  till  nights— to  march  and  embark  the  troop 
silently— to  put  off  about  an  hour  and  a  half  before  day -light,  so  a 
to  pass  this  aangerous  line  of  shore  in  the  dark,  when  we  shouh 
suffer  less  from  their  fire,  and  to  land  about  five  miles  below  ti^ 
Navy  Yard,  where  the  stream  and  the  banks  of  the  river  were  jpe 
culiarly  favourable  to  a  safe  and  orderly  landing.  Colonel  A\  in 
der  seconded  with  great  earnestness  ancf  force,  and  it  was  adopted 
The  army  was  to  embark  at  3  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  an* 
to  proceed  at  half  past  4,  according  to  the  order  of  a  line  of  battl 
submitted  a  few  days  before  by  general  Smyth ;  the  regulars  o: 
the  right,  or  in  the  front  boat ;  general  TannehilPs  troops  in  th 
centre,  and  the  New  York  volunteers  on  the  left.  I  was  to  go  i; 
the  front  boat  with  a  chosen  set  of  men,  direct  the  landing,  an* 
join  the  New  York  volunteers  on  their  arrival. 

On  Monday  evening,  seven  boats  for  colonel  Swift's  regimeni 
and  eight  for  the  late  volunteers,  were  brought  some  distance  uj 
the  river,  and  left  at  different  points,  to  avoid  the  noi^e  and  con 
fusion  of  embarking  the  whole  army  at  one  place.  At  half  pas 
3  on  Tuesday  mommg,  the  eight  boats  were  filled  with  volunteen 
(a  corps  of  which  has,  on  every  occasion  while  on  the  lines,  showi 
ereat  exactness  of  discipline,  promptitude  and  zeal  for  the  service, 
had  embarked,  and  the  residue  were  embarking.  Not  a  man  a 
the  regular  infantry  was  in  the  boats  for  about  half  an  hour,  wha 
colond  Winder's  regiment  entered  their  boats  with  great  oidc 
and  silence. 

About  three  ouarters  of  an  hour  after  this,  the  remaining  rtg^ 
lars  commencecl  the  embarkation,  when  I  dropped  down  to  tti 


Chase,  and  quarter  master  Chapin,  two  pilots  and  about  25  voloB 
teers  of  BuTOloe,  under  lieutenant  Haynes. 

I  mention  the  names  of  these  gentiemen,  because  they  had  be 
fore  decidedly  objected  to  passing  at  the  proposed  point  by  day 
lij^t;  but  when  day  appeared,  and  one  of  the  m^i  raised  aoBM 
dmiculty  on  that  account,  he  was  induced  to  remain,  and  it  wei 
unanimously  agreed  to  incur  tiie  additional  hazard,  and  patienllj 
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Wait  the  order  of  the  general  to  put  off.  At  daj-light  we  didco^ 
▼ered  the  troops  disembarking,  and  were  informed  that  the  inva* 
non  of  Canada  had  been  abandoned  for  this  season,  and  that  the 
troops  were  ordered  to  winter  quarters.  A  scene  of  confusion 
ensued,  which  it  is  difficult  to  describe — about  4000  men,  without 
order  or  restraint,  discharging  tlieir  muskets  in  every  direction. 

Aboat  1000  volunteers  came  in  under  general  Smjth's  procla* 
■ialion»  but  oifiing  to  the  state  of  the  roads,  which  was  bad  oeyond 
example,  manjrdid  not  arrive  until  after  the  1st  of  December. 

It  IB  impossible  for  me  to  form  any  estimate  of  the  number  of 
troops  embarked  at  any  time  this  morning ;  it  was  yet  scarcely 
l^fat,  and  I  was  at  one  end  of  a  line  of  boats  occupying  a  distance 
ofhalf  a  mile.  When  the  volunteers  first  arrived  at  the  navy 
yard,  and  it  was  fouhd  that  the  regular  troops  had  not  yet  ap- 
peared, their  officers  were  instructed  to  permit  them  to  land  and 
Keep  themselves  warm  by  exercise,  as  the  boats  were  covered  with 
anow  which  had  fallen  during  the  night ;  but  they  were  instructed 
not  to  leave  the  side  of  the  boats,  that  they  might  immediately 
re-enter. 

PETER  B.  PORTER. 
Bhck  Rock,  December  14^  1812. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  FRANKLTNTON; 

January  3d,  181J. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you,  herewith,  the  official  report 
of  lieutenant  colonel  Campbell,  of  his  expedition  against  the 
MiBMssineway  towns,  of  tlie  25th  ultimo,  and  1st  instant.  I  am 
Oitirely  satisfied  with  the  colonel's  conduct,  and  beg  leave  to  re« 
commend  him,  major  Ball,  and  the  rest  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  detachment,  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  have  an  oppor- 
tanitr  t>f  distinguishing  themselves,  to  the  notice  of  the  presment. 
I  will  venture  to  predict  that  colonel  CampbelPs  future  career 
will  support  the  cnaracter  he  has  obtained  in  the  commencement 
of  his  military  service.  Major  Ball,  my  friend  and  associate  in 
general  Wayne's  army,  would  do  honour  to  any  service.  Lieu- 
tenant colonel  Simral  deser\'es  great  credit  for  the  excellent  dis- 
cipline of  his  regiment,  which  perhaps  equals  that  of  any  other 
r^pment  of  light  dragoons  on  the  continent  The  character  of 
Biajjor  M'Dowell  has  long  been  established  in  Kentucky  for  intre- 
piffi^.  At  an  age  when  most  men  retire  to  the  enjoyment  of  ease, 
this  nardy  veteran  solicits  every  post  of  difficulty,  fatigue  and 
danger,  with  the  ardour  of  a  youthful  warrior.  The  conduct  of 
the  other  officers  is  so  particularly  described  by  colonel  Campbell, 
that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat  tliem.  Knowing  each 
indiTidaal,  I  heartiy  accord  in  the  sentiments  he  has  expressed  of 
tbeir  merits.  There  is,  however,  a  circumstance  wliich  colonel 
CiriB|Mliiasiiegleetedtoineiition,tf)at  is  so  honourable  to  a  jeang 
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bero,  now  no  more,  as  well  ad  to  the  army,  that  I  cannot  paas  it 
over.  Major  M'Dowell,  captain  Trotter,  and  captain  Hite,  have 
all  informed  me  that  lieutenant  Waltz,  of  captain  Markle^s  troop 
of  volunteer  dragoons,  like  the  gallant  Spencer,  could  not  be 
brought  to  leave  his  post,  after  having  received  two  wounds,  one 
of  which  shattered  his  arm.  In  this  situation  he  was  moving  hia 
horse  to  make  a  charge  when  a*ball  passed  through  his  head.  In 
•hort,  sir,  the  whole  detachment  have  redeemed  a  solemn  pledee 
given  to  me  at  the  moment  of  their  departure,  that  iAiej  womd 
obey  their  officers  and  support  the  character  of  American  soldiers. 

*  I  have  the  honour  to  be  yours,  &;c. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 

Honourable  James  Monroe, 

actinia  Secretaiy  of  War. 


(iNCLOSURE.) 
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FORT  GREENVILLE,  December  25tfa,  1812. 

I  left  this  place  on  mj  march  out,  on  the  14th,  with  600  rant 
and  file,  which  number  was  reduced  on  my  march  by  the  return 
of  some  who  became  sick.  My  first  order  of  march  was  in  five 
columns,  colonel  Simral's  regiment  in  two  on  tlie  left,  the  infantrj 
in  one  on  the  centre,  and  major  Ball's  squadron  in  two  on  the 
right*  There  were  also  strong  front,  rear,  and  flank  guards,  who 
marched  at  a  distance  from  the  columns  of  from  two  to  four  hun- 
dred yards,  as  the  ground  would  permit. 

From  the  flank  guards  I  ordered  small  parties  occasionally  to 
examine  the  country  to  the  right  and  left,  and  report  to  me  whe- 
ther they  had  made  any  discoveries.  My  encampments  were  in 
a  square  form,  covering  ground  sufficient  to  embrace  the  horses 
within  the  first  line  of  fires,  without  being  crowded.  I  had  a  se- 
cond line  of  fires  made  around  the  camp  at  the  distance  of  sixty 
yards,  outside  of  which,  and  opposite  to  each  angle  of  the  camp, 
a  redoubt  was  constructed,  in  which  the  guards  were  placed.  The 
want  of  axes  prevented  me  from  making  the  outer  fires  and  con- 
structing the  redoubts  as  well  as  I  wished.  I  had  one-third  of 
the  men  on  guard  every  night,  and  formed  a  chain  of  sentinel* 
around  the  camp  so  close  that  the  enemy  could  not  possibly  pene- 
trate without  being  discovered.  At  day-light  each  morning  t  sent 
out  parties  to  patrole  it  at  a  considerable  distance  from  camp.  I 
found  it  necessary  in  a  day  or  two  to  vary  my  order  of  marcb, 
and  directed  the  infantry  and  riflemen  to  inarch  in  two  columnft^ 
one  on  each  side  of  the  road.  The  pack  horses  and  baggage,  as 
algf » the  detachment  staff*,  in  the  road  between  them.  Major  Ssdl's 
squadron  in  four  columns,  on  the  right,  and  colonel  Simral's  regi  • 
ment  in  four  on  the  left.    The  flank  columns  served  as  guards. 
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tliis  way  I  found  I  tnarched  with  more  ease*  I  then  dispensed 
th  the  taps  of  the  drum  and  sound  of  the  trumpet,  which  in  my 
St  order  of  march  was  necessary.  I  further  ordered  Aat  if  an 
rack  was  made  on  the  march  and  in  front,  the  troops  would  im- 
sdiately  form  in  order  of  battle  bj  filing  up  on  the  left  and 
*»sing  by  the  front  of  columns ;  if  on  either  flank,  the  flank 
lumn  would  face  outwards  and  make  resistance  until  reinforced ; 
in  the  rear,  the  rear  guard  would  face  to  the  right-about  and 
ike  resistance,  whilst  the  other  columns  would  file  up,  and 
leeling  to  the  right-about,  form  in  succession  on  the  left  in  line, 
e  ofllcers  leading  columns  taking  especial  care  to  march  at  suf- 
ient  distances  n*om  each  other,  to  form  in  line  in  open  order, 
essing  by  the  centre,  if  the  attack  was  made  in  camp,  the 
oops  would  immediately  form  in  the  rear  of  their  fires,  which 
oaid  be  extinguished  as  soon  as  possible,  by  throwing  it  out  in 
ont.  I  ordered  the  guards,  if  attacked,  to  stand  their  ground  an 
•ng  as  possible,  and  then  retreat  through  the  angle  of  the  camp 
earest  them,  then  form,  defend  the  angle  if  attacked,  if  not,  to  wait 
ir  orders.  These  formed  my  disposable  force.  The  weather, 
iioagh  cold,  and  the  snow  deep,  was  however  well  calculated  to 
avor  our  enterprize,  and  I  determined  to  make  forced  marches  to 
.void  if  possible  a  discovery.  On  the  march  I  occasionally  form- 
ed in  order  of  battle  to  accustom  the  troops  to  it.  They  formed 
■ith  the  utmost  celerity  and  in  sood  order.  The  first  two  days 
'.  lurched  forty  mile»— the  third  day  I  pushed  the  troops  as  much 
bs  they  could  bear,  marched  the  whole  night,  although  excessively 
s^,  stopping  twice  to  refresh  and  warm.  This  day  and  night  we 
otrdied  torty  miles.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  IZth^  I  reached, 
LAdiscoverea,  an  Indian  town  on  the  Mississineway,  inhabited  by  a 
■tttare  of  Delawares  and  Mianues*  The  troops  rushed  into  the 
o^^Hf— killed  eight  warriors  and  took  forty-two  prisoners,  eight 
t  whom  are  warriors,  the  residue  women  and  children.  I  ordered 
>cs  town  to  be  immediately  burnt,  a  house  or  two  excepted,  in 
[iuch  I  confined  the  prisoners ;  and  I  ordered  the  cattle  and  other 
^ktobe  shot  I  then  left  the  infantry  to  guard  the  prisoners, 
^d  with  Simral^s  and  Ball's  dragoons,  advanced  to  some  Miami 
''ages,  a  few  miles  lower  down  the  Mississineway,  but  found 
■^tn  evacuated  by  all  but  a  sick  squaw,  whom  we  left  in  her 
^se.  1  burnt  on  this  excursion  three  considerable  villages,  took 
^^rai  horses,  and  killed  a  great  many  cattle,  and  returned  to  the 
Wu  I  first  burnt,  where  Iliad  left  tne  prisoners  and  encamped. 
y  camp  was  in  the  usual  form,  but  covered  more  ground  than 
^mon.    The  infantry  and  riflemen  were  on  the  front  line,  cap- 
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4  other  half  of  tlie  rear  line.  Between  Ball's  richt  and  Simral's 
^  there  was  an  interval  wliich  had  not  been  filled  up,  owing  to 
^  unusual  extent  of  ground  the  camp  embraced  it  having  been 
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faid'off  in  my  absence  to  the  lower  towns.  I  now  began  to  deli- 
berate on  our  future  movements,  whether  to  go  on  further  encum- 
bered wHh  prisoners,  the  men  much  fatigued,  and  a  great  many 
•everel  V  frost  bitten,  horses  suffering  from  the  want  of  forage,  which 
wan  very  partially  relieved  by  the  scanty  supplies  of  com  obtained 
in  the  towns,  or  return.  I  determined  to  convene  the  field  officers 
and  captains  of  the  detachment  to  consult,  and  then  to  take  such  a 
course  as  my  own  judgment  might  approve.  At  four  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  8th,  1  ordered  to  be  beaten  the  revellie,  and  the  officers 
convened  at  my  fire  a  short  time  afterwai'ds.  Whilst  we  were  in 
council,  and  about  half  an  hour  before  day,  my  camp  was  most  furi- 
ously attacked  by  a  large  party  of  Indians,  preceded  by,  and  ac- 
companied with,  a  most  hideous  yell.  This  immediately  broke  up 
the  council,  and  every  man  ran  to  his  post.  The  attack  commenced 
upon  that  angle  of  tlie  camp  formed  by  the  left  of  captain  Hopkin's 
troop  and  the  right  of  captain  Garrard,  but  in  a  few  seconos  be- 
came general  from  the  extremes  of  the  right  to  the  left  of  Ball's 
squadron.  The  enemy  boldly  advanced  to  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
lines  and  seemed  determined  to  rush  in.  The  guards  posted  at  the 
different  redoubts  returned  into  camp  and  dispersed  among  their  se- 
Teral  companies,  this  leaving  me  without  a  disposable  force.  Captain 
Smith,  of  the  Kentucky  liglit  dragroons,  who  commanded  at  one  of 
the  redoubts,  in  a  handsome  and  military  manner,  kept  his  position 
until  ordered  in  to  fill  up  the  interval  in  the  rear  line  between  the 
regiment  and  squadron.  The  redoubt  at  which  captain  Pierce 
commanded,  was  first  attacked.  The  captain  maintained  his 
position  until  it  was  too  late  to  get  within  the  lines.  He  received 
two  balls  through  his  body  and  was  tomahawked,  lie  died  brave- 
ly, and  much  lamented.  The  enemy  then  took  possession  of 
captain  Pierce's  redoubt,  and  poured  in  a  tremendous  fire  upon 
the  angle,  to  tlie  right  and  left  of  which  were  posted,  Hopkins'  and 
6an*ard's  troops.  But  the  fire  was  as  warmly  returned ;  not  an 
inch  of  ground  was  yielded.  Every  man,  omcer,  and  soldier, 
stood  firm,  and  animated  and  encoum<;cd  each  other.    The  ene- 


my's fire  became  warm  on  the  left  of  the  squadron  at  which  captaid 
Markle's  troop  was  posted,  and  the  right  of  Elliott's  company. 


Butuer's  Pittsburgh  blues,  and  Alexander's  Pennsylvania  rmemen, 
and  ordered  tliem  to  advance  to  tlie  brink  of  a  declivity  from  which 
they  could  effectually  defend  themselves  and  harrass  the  enemy, 
if  tney  should  attempt  an  attack  on  that  line.  This  however  tiieT 
thought  {N^per  to  omit.  Whilst  I  was  thus  engaged.  Major  Bui 
rode  up  to  me  and  observed,  he  was  hard  pushed  and  must  be  re^ 
lieved.  1  galloped  immediately  to  the  left  wing  with  an  intention 
of  ordering  captain  Trotter's  troop  to  reinforce  the  squadron,  but 
was  there  intormed  that  the  enemy  were  seen  approaching  in 
fliat  direction^  and  believing  it  improper  on  second  thou^^ts  to 
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eh  so  lai^ge  a  troop  from  the  line,  whicli  also  covered  an  angle 
le  camp.  I  determined  to  inve  the  relief  from  the  infantry. 
eeled  myhortie  and  met  major  M'Doweil,  who  observed  that 
pies  and  guides  under  the  command  of  captain  Paterson 
9  consistin;^  of  ten  men,  were  unemployed.  We  rode  tiiere 
her,  and  ordered  captain  Bain  to  the  support  of  die  squadrcm. 
a  of  them,  to  wit :  James  Audrain,  William  Conner,  Silas 
ailoogh,  James  Thompson,  James  Naggs,  John  Ruland,  and 
ih  G.  M'Clelland,  followed  their  brave  leader  and  rendered 

effectual  assistance.  I  then  ordered  captain  Buttler  with 
'ittaburgh  blues  to  repair  immediately  to  reinforce  the  squa- 
<  and  directed  captains  £lliott  and  Alexander  to  extend  to  the 
and  left,  and  fill  the  interval  occasioned  by  the  withdrawid 
e  blues.  Captain  Buttler,  in  a  most  pliant  manner  and 
J  worthy  of  the  name  he  bears,  fonned  his  men  immediately 
cellent  order,  and  marched  them  to  the  point  to  which  he  was 
ed.  The  alacrity  with  which  they  formed  and  moved  was 
•  excelled  by  any  troops  on  earth.  Hopkins  made  room  for 
by  extending  his  troop  to  the  right.    The  blues  were  scarce- 

the  post  assigned  tnem,  before  I  discovered  the  eiTecta 
produced.  A  well  directed  fire  from  them  and  Hopkins's 
ions  nearly  silenced  the  enemy  in  that  cjuarter.  They  moved 
"ce  to  the^  left  of  the  squadron,  and  right  of  the  infantry  at 
I  captains  Markles  ami  Elliott's  companies  were  posted, 
again  they  were  warmly  received.  Lieutenant  Guynne  and 
n  Batteal  Harrison  boldly  stood  tlieir  ground,  and  fired 
lely  on  the  enemy.  Those  two  young  ofiicers  in  a  particular 
,er  signalized  themselves  and  shed  a  lustre  on  the  19th. 
dn  Euiott  and  lieutenant  Campbell  were  on  the  left  of  the 
any  and  were  not  engaged.  Serjeant  Levitt,  quarter  master 
mtto  the  19tli  United  States'  regiment,  deserves  particular 
B  for  his  bravery.  At  this  time  day-light  began  to  dawn. 
B  ordered  captain  Trotter,  whose  troop  had  been  ordered  by 
el  Simral  to  mount  for  the  purpose,  to  make  a  charge.  The 
in  cried  out  to  his  men  to  follow  him,  and  they  tilted  off  at 
allop.  Captain  Trotter's  first  lieutenant  with  eighteen  of 
aen  were  on  guard.  Lieutenant  Trotter,  cornet  Dishman, 
he  residue  of  the  troop,  together  with  lieutenant  Hobson  and 
nen  of  Elmore's  troop,  doctor  Moore  and  a  few  other  gentle- 
including  Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  my  private  secretary,  ad- 
id  gallantly,  and  charged  a  numerous  body  of  the  enemy. 
r  M' Dowel  1,  with  a  small  party,  rushed  into  the  midst  of  the 
y  and  exposed  himself  very  much.  I  cannot  say  too  much 
its  gallant  veteran.  Captain  Markle,  with  about  mteen  of  his 
,  and  lieutenant  Warrens,  also  made  a  darine  charge  upon 
lemy.  Captain  Markle  avenged  the  death  of  his  relation^ 
inant  Waltz,  upon  an  Indian  with  his  own  sword.  Captain 
er  and  his  troop,  captain  Markle  and  his  little  band,  per- 
il a  most  dangerous  duty  in  the  bravest  manner.    Captain 
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Trotter  mentions  to  me  as  worthy  of  particular  notice,  Robei^t 
Mitchell,  a  wagoner  who  had  volunteered  for  the  expedition^ 
Christian  Willman,  trumpeter  to  colonel  SimraPs  regiment,  who 
blew  two  charges  and  hewed  down  an  Indian  with  his  sword. 
William  Montgomery,  Serjeant  major  to  the  regiment  of  Ken- 
tucky light  dragoons,  was  in  the  char^  and  distinguished  himself, 
as  well  as  in  the  skirmish  the  day  before.  In  this  charge,  captain 
Trotter  was  wounded  slightly,  corporal  Riddle  shot  tnrougn  the 
body,  David  Stule  wounded  m  tlie  thigh  slightly,  and  the  brave 
Piatt  received  his  mortal  wound,  being  shot  tlirough  the  body  and 
hand.  Fearing  that  captain  Trotter  might  be  too  hard  pressed, 
I  ordered  captain  Johnson,  of  the  Kentucky  light  dragoons,  to 
advance  with  his  troop  to  support  hinu  I  found  Johnson  ready  ; 
and  colonel  Simral  reports  to  me  that  all  his  otlier  captains,  to 
wit :  Elmore,  Young  and  Smith,  were  anxious  to  join  in  the  charge* 
But  I  called  for  only  one  troop.  The  colonel  had  the  whole  in 
excellent  order.  Captain  Johnson  did  not  join  Trotter  until  the 
enemy  was  out  of  reach.  He  however  picked  up  a  straggler  or 
two  that  Trotter  had  passed  over.  The  cavalry  returned  and 
'informed  me  the  enemy  had  fled  precipitately.  I  have  on  thia 
occasion  to  lament  the  loss  of  several  brave  men,  and  a  great 
many  wounded  ;  among  the  former,  ai*e  captain  Pierce  of  the  Ohio 
volunteers,  and  lieutenant  Waltz,  of  Markle's  troop.  From  the 
enclosed  list  you  will  see  the  names  and  numbers  of  the  killed 
and  wounded.  Eight  beins  killed  and  forty-eight  wounded,  two 
of  whom  are  since  dead.  The  enemy  paid  dearly  for  their  teme- 
rity.' From  the  trails  through  the  snow,  and  those  found  dead, 
we  could  not  have  killed  leas  than  thirty,  which  with  those  killed 
the  day  before,  amounts  to  thirty-eight.  The  enemy  did  not  take 
A  scalp.  The  Indian  who  killed  captain  Pierce,  attemptal  to 
acalp  him,  but  was  killed,  lyiajor  Ball  informs  me  that  ne  can 
aay  with  confidence,  that  there  never  were  officers  and  soldiers 
who  displayed  more  cool,  firm,  and  soldierly  conduct,  than  tiiose 
of  his  squadron 

The  zeal,  activity  and  courage  displayed  by  captain  Hopkins 
and  his  officers,  (captain  M'Clelland  and  cornet  Herod,  of  the 
Pennsylvania  volunteers,  having  been  attached  to  him)  did  not 
fail  to  arrest  his  attention,  and  met  his  fullest  approbation.  Lien- 
tenant  Hedges  received  a  slight  wound  on  the  nose.  Captain 
Garrard's  troop  sustained  the  action  at  that  point  where  it  raged 
with  greater  violence  for  some  time  after  its  commencement,  than 
at  any  other  (except  upon  the  left)  with  the  firmness  of  veterans  ; 
while  the  officers  were  unceasingly  employed  in  stimulating  and 
encouraging  their  men.  Lieutenant  Basey  and  Hickman  were 
both  wounded  early,  but  performed  their  duty  in  the  line  to  the 
close  of  the  action.  Cornet  M'Clanahan,  quarter  master  to  the 
detachment,  was  equally  active  in  the  line  with  the  other  officers 
of  the  troop.  Quarter  master  Serjeant  Strother  J.  Hawkins,  who 
had  no  other  fire  arms,  loaded  and  fired  his  pistol  several  times  at 
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le  enemy,  and  many  others,  similarlj  situated,  used  their  pistola 

I  fast  as  thej  could  load  them. 

Young  Mr.  Baylor  placed  himself  a  little  in  front  of  the  line 
^md  fousht  bravely  during  the  action.  Lieutenant  Warren's  and 
comet  Lee's  detachments  behaved  with  great  firmness  and  used 
"tfieir  pistols  and  carabines  to  the  best  advantage.  Comet  Grear 
^of  Warren's)  was  wounded  in  the  arm,  but  remained  some  time 
mfterwards  in  the  line.  Captain  Markle's  troop,  as  I  have  before 
stated,  was  situated  upon  the  left  of  the  squadron  and  most  sorely 
(ailed.  Lieutenant  Waltz  fell  most  gallantly.  Ihere  never  were 
men  who  sustained  so  heavy  an  action  with  more  firmness ;  but 
one  sentiment  pervaded  the  whole,  and  victory  or  death  was  most 
<ibstinately  determined  upon.  Colonel  Simral's  regiment,  althouffh 
not  engaged,  with  the  exception  of  Trotter's  troop,  were  all  ready 
mnd  i>anting  to  eneage.  The  colonel  deserves  the  hi^est  applause 
tor  his  excellent  msposition  during  the  action,  and  for  his  cool, 
'firm,  and  deliberate  conduct.  To  major  Ball  the  greatest  praise 
18  due  for  his  bravery  and  activity  during  the  action.  No  man 
could  have  done  more.  He  informs  he  was  greatly  aided  through- 
oat  the  progress  of  the  action  by  the  exertions  of  lieutenant  and 
adjutant  Fullerton,  and  Serjeant  major  Edwards.  I  must  now 
mention  in  the  highest  terms  of  approbation,  lieutenant  Payne,  of 
ihe  Kentucky  li^t  dragoons,  who  acted  as  my  adjutant  on  the 
«xpedition,  for  his  great  activity,  attention  to  dutv,  and  gallantry 
during  the  acdon.  He  rendered  the  most  essential  services.  My 
extra  adjutant,  captain  Hite,  was  very  active  and  as  brave  as  a 
lion.  I  always  found  him  ready  for  any  service  I  had  for  him  to 
'perform.  Captain  ■  of  the  Ohio  volunteers,  marched  with 
me  from  this  place  as  a  private  in  the  ranks,  and  in  the  action 
billed  an  Indian.  He  deserves  my  particular  notice.  Captain 
Alexander,  with  his  riflemen,  were  on  the  left  of  the  front  line, 
and  not  engaged,  but  were  all  ready  if  an  opportunity  had 
offered.  Beverly  Brown  and  Thomas  Bedford,  of  captain  Gar- 
rard's troop,  and  Francis  Lousong,  of  the  blues,  were  killed  fight- 
ing bravely  in  exposed  situations.  I  have  now,  my  dear  sir, 
detuled  to  you  tiie  particulars  of  an  enga^ment  bravely  fought^ 
and  victory  gloriously  won,  aftef  contending  most  warmly  for  at 
least  an  hour.  From  the  length  of  our  line  simultaneously  at- 
tacked by  them,  I  am  persuaded  there  could  not  have  been  les^ 
Aan  300  of  the  enemy.  They  fought  most  bravely.  My  strengdi 
wk  t)|e  morning  of  the  action  was  about  590  rank  and  file,  a  consi- 
derable proportion  of  whom,  amounting  to  at  least  forty  or  fifty, 
were  almost  rendered  unfit  for  duty  by  the  severity  of  the  weather. 
Some  were  so  badly  frost-bitten  as  to  be  scarcely  able  to  walk. 
Tliere  never  was  severer  service  performed  by  any  troops,  and 
yet  Aere  is  not  a  murmur.  Reports  made  to  me  yesterday 
morning  informs  of  303,  who  are  so  severely  frost-bitten  as  to  be 
entirely  unfit  for  duty.  On  my  march  back  I  was  compelled  to 
move  slowly  on  account  of  the  wounded,  17  of  whom  we  had  to 
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carry  on  litters.  1  kepi  the  troop8  always  ready  to  meet  an 
attack  which  I  daily  and  nightly  expected,  until  I  reached  this 
nlace*  I  fortified  my  camp  everv  night  by  a  breast  work,  which 
Kept  us  very  busily" engaged,  ^fhe  scarcity  of  axes  was  now 
most  sensibly  felt.  I  have  infonned  you  how  I  advanced  into  the 
enemy's  country.  My  return  was  much  in  the  same  manner.  I 
determined  to  bic  always  ready,  to  avoid  surprises  and  falling  into 
ambuscades.  1  assure  you  the  responsibility  .attached  to  thit 
command  I  most  seriously  felt.  Being  young  in  service  and 
inexperienced  I  felt  great  diffidence  in  accepting  this  rommand. 
I  however  hope  my  conduct  will  meet  your  approbation.  I  shall 
hasten  to  join  you,  but  it  will  take  the  troops  some  time  to  recruit 
and  heal.  Some  will  lose  their  toes ;  others'  feet  are  so  swollen 
as  not  to  be  able  to  put  on  their  shoes.  The  night  march  was 
most  severe  upon  them. 

I  met  major  Adams  with  95  men  on  mjr  return,  about  forty  miles 
from  this  place,  with  a  supply  of  provisions.    This  came  most 
seasonably.     Some  companies  were  entirely  without.     Hopkins's 
had  eat  nothing  for  three  days.    That  night  I  should  have  order- 
ed a  horse  to  be  killed.    Tlie  greatest  praise  is  due  major  Adams 
for  his  promptitude  in  relieving  us.    My  express  arrived  here  on 
Saturday  evening,  and  he  started  on   Sunday  morning.    The 
next  day  I  met  colonel  Holt,  from  Dayton,  with  additional  sup^ 
plies.    Through  the  whole  of  this  expedition  we  were  certainij 
favoured  by  Divine  Providence.    Tlie  weather,  tliough  severe,  was 
favourable  to  the  enterprize.    The  snow  enabled  us  to  ascertaia 
whether  we  were  discovered.    The  moon  save  light  all  the  night* 
and  on  our  return  the  water  courses  w  ere  blocked  up  by  ice ;  there 
was  not  a  drop  of  rain.     Such  a  concatination  of  favourable  cir- 
cumstances rarely  happens.    The  Indian  prisoners  1  will  send 
to-morrow  to  Piqua  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Johnson,  escorted  b^  an 
officer  and  20  troops  from  this  place.    The  few  lines  I  wrote  yov  _ 
from  the  battle  ground  1  find  in  some  particulars  to  be  incorre 
not  having  at  that  time  full  reports  of  the  wounded.    My  prison 
are  also  more  tlian  I  tlien  represented.     I  think,  sir,  that  you  ma; 
assure  the  government  that  the  battle  of  Mississineway  was 
badly  fought,  and  that  the  enemy  sufiered  severely.    That 
troops  deser^'e  well  of  their  country,  and  their  losses  ouslit  to 
compensated.    The  number  of  horses  killed  were  consideraM 
and  1  have  no  doubt  they  b^a\ed  the  lives  of  a  great  many 
I  hope  to  overtake  you  before  Maiden  falls. 

I  have  learned  tiince  my  return  that  general  Hopkins  had 
turned  to  Viucenne»  after  burning  some  Indian  ^illaffes, 
driving  them,  supposed  to  be  500  in  number,  up  the  WabaMi.  Thi^v 
atill  made  my  situation  more  perilous,  and  1  shall  not  be  surprised 
to  learn  that  Tecumseh  commanded  in  tlie  action  against  me^ 
Let  him  be  who  he  may  he  was  a  gallant  fellow,  and  manoureroiS^ 
well.  Conner  thinks  it  was  Little  Thunder  (nephew  to  the  lattl^^ 
Turtle)  from  his  loud  voicet  which  he  knew.    He  heard  *'  ^ ' 
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vrfttriBg Ut  men  in  ilie  Miami  language  to  niah  on.  ^hattbey 

would  soon  retreat    I  think,  sir,  the   Kentucky  cavalry  wiu 

M^arcely  be  Lu  a  iituation  to  render  you  much  more  service.   Their 

losses  in  horaeo  are  considerable,  and  one  hundred  and  tliirty -eight 

frostbitten  severely.    They  are  fine  fellows  with  a  few  exceptions, 

Uid  as  brave  as  any  men  in  the  world.    Captain  Prince  is  here 

^ery  sick,  and  was  unable  to  get  on  with  us ;  this  was  to  me  a 

{reat  loss. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

JOHN  B.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieut.  CoL  mh  U.  8.  regiw^nL 
•Km  Excellency 

Gen.  Wilfiim  Henty  Htrrison, 

Commander  in  chief  N.  W.  army. 

Is  the  batOe  of  the  18th,  and  skirmiih  of  the  irtb,  were  killed  10^** 
^«>«mdcd4a 


(lKCL08UR£*) 

DAYTON,  Januaiy  Ist,  1813. 

"r  DBAS  %tk9 

In  my  report  to  you  of  the  25th  ultimo,  from  fort  Greenvillet 
^nutted  to  notice  some  circumstances  and  individuals,  inadvert- 
l^^tly»  which  and  who  are  as  highly  worthy  of  notice,  as  most  of 
^^4Me  I  have  already  detailed.  I  mi^st,  therefore,  in  the  most  spe- 
^^  manner,  mention  Mr.  James  Bradshaw,  captain  Lewis  Hite« 
2^^  Mr.  Silas  M<Cullough»  who  tendered  their  services  to  me  on 
^^e  battle  ground,  to  carnr  intelligence  to  Greenville  of  our  situa- 
^1M1»  and  request  a  reinforcement  of  men,  and  a  supply  of  provi« 
^^ona.  This  dangerous  and  fatiguing  service  they  performed  in  the 
^^O0t  prompt  and  expeditious  manner.  In  twenty -two  hours  they 
^laveued  upwards  of  eighty  miles  without  restii^,  except  a  few 
Nctiniitea,  twice  to  feed  their  horses,  and  reached  Ureenviile  worn 
^own  with  fatigue.  At  Greenville,  in  assisting  to  forward  supplies^ 
^^leir  conduct  merits  the  highestpraise*  I  must  also  mention  by  name« 
^^utenants  Magee  and  lrvin,ot  the  Pittsburg  blues,  whose  cool  de* 
=$berate  bravery  was  observed  amidst  the  hottest  fire  of  die  enemy* 
^nd  I  renet  extremely  that  those  young  gentlemen  who  highlr 
^aeiited  distinction,  should  have  been  pretermitted  in  my  first  report* 
I  made  a  mistake  in  stating  tliat  captain  ■  was  abandoned 

^gr  balf  his  guard ;  only  one  or  two  went  in  for  part  of  their  arms, 
^rhilat  the  rest  remained  with  their  companions,  and  upon  enquiry, 
^rere  foond  to  have  behaved  well.  Captain  Smith  was  aided  m  hia 
Excellent  disposition  at  the  redoubt  he  commanded,  b^  lieutenants 
^Adauns  and  Fishel,  whose  names  and  bravery  are  syuonimous  terms. 
Wkdjatant  Guy  and  quarter  master  Hite,  of  the  Kentuc]^y  lij^t 
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dragooas»  are  two  fifne  young  men,  and  were  actoally  employed 
the  morning  of  the  battle. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  yours,  &c. 
JOHN  B.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieut  CoL  I9th  U.  &  regimnL 
OBs  ciceDcncy  Gen.  Harriaon. 


UNITED  STATES'  FRIGATE  CONSTITUTION, 

St.  Salvador,  January  3d,  181^  »"  n, 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  29th  ultimo,  i^       t 
2  P.  M.  in  south  latitude  13,06,  and  west  lon^tude  38,  10  leasos^  met 
distance  from  the  coast  of  Brazils,  I  fell  in  with  and  captured  h:.^r':iug 
Britannic  majesty's  frigate  Java,  of  49  guns,  and  upwards  of  U     mjjjj 
men,  commanded  by  captain  Lambert,  a  very  distin^ished  offic^^^aer. 
The  action  lasted  one  hour  and  fiftv-five  minutes,  in  which  tii^vrsn* 
the  enemy  was  completely  dismasted,  not  having  a  spar  of  ac^Kisy 
kind  standing.    The  loss  on  board  tiie  Constitution,  was  nuK-^^ne 
killed  and  25  wounded,  as  per  enclosed  list,    llie  enemy  had  ^     60 
killed  and  101  wounded,  certainly,  (among  the  latter— c 
Lambert,  mortally)  but  by  the  enclosed  letter,  written  on 
the  ship,  (by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Java)  and  accidentally 
it  is  evident  that  the  enemy's  woundea  must  have  been  mi^ziLJck 
greater  than  as  above  stated,  and  who  must  have  died  ct  tlL^^ieir 
wounds  previously  to  their  being  removed.    The  letter  states         (it 
killed  and  170  wounded. 

For  further  details  of  the  action,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to the 

•nclosed  extracts  from  my  journal.    The  Java  had  in  additioi^^  (• 
her  own  crew  upwards  of  one  hundred  supernumerary  offii^  en 
and  seamen,  to  join  the  British  ships  of  war  in  the  East  IndL 
also,  lieutenant  ^neral  Hislop,  appointed  to  the  comman<M. 
Bombay,  major  Walker  and  captain  Wood,  of  his  staff,  and 
tun  Marshall,  master  and  commander  in  the  British  navy, 
to  the  East  Indies  to  take  command  of  a  sloop  of  war  there* 

Should  I  attempt  to  do  justice,  by  representation,  to  the 
and  good  conduct  of  all  my  officers  and  crew,  during  the  a 
I  should  fail  in  the  attempt ;  therefore,  suffice  it  to  say,  that      the 
whole  of  their  conduct  was  such  as  to  merit  my  highest  ermeo- 
miums.    I  beg  leave  to  recommend  tlie  officers  particuTariy  ti^     the 
notice  of  government,  as  also  the  unfortunate  seamen  who  ^« 
wounded,  and  the  families  of  those  men  who  fell  in  the  action* 

The  great  distance  from  our  om  n  coast,  and  the  perfeet 
we  macie  the  enemy's  frigate,  forbid  every  idea  of  attempting  ^ 
take  her  to  the  United  States ;  and  not  considering  it  prudea^^ 
trust  her  into  a  port  of  Brazils,  particularly  St  Suvaoor,  as  J^ 
will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  letters,  No.  1,  2  and  3,  I  had  mI 
alternative  but  burning  her,  which  1  did  on  the  Slst  oltimo^  afli^ 
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l^^ving  all  the  pritoners  and  their  bamge,  which  was  verj  te^ 
^Ou8  work,  only  having  one  boat  left  j^ut  of  eight)  and  not  one 
^f)  on  board  the  Java. 
On  blowing  up  the  frigate  Java,  I  proceeded  to  this  place»  where 
liave  land^  all  the  prisoners  on  tneir  parole,  to  return  to  Eng- 
lad,  and  there  remain  until  regularly  exchanged,  and  not  serve 
a  their  professional  capacities  in  any  place  or  in  any  manner 
'hatever,  against  the  United  States  of  America,  until  the  exr 
hange  shall  be  effected. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 

W,  BAINBRIDGK. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


ALBANY,  January  5th,  1813. 

I  deem  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  you  and  to  myself,  to  state  m 
the  conduct  of  my  command  in  the  expedition  against 
jiijeeDMtown,  Upper  Canada,  on  the  ISth  of  October  last*  which 
now  readily  embrace,  having  been  informed  last  evening  that  I 
as  exchanged. 

I  arrived  at  the  old  encampment.  Lew  stown,  on  the  morning  of 
le  ISth  of  October,  between  4  and  5  o'clock  from  fort  Niagara, 


•ntains  Machesny  and  Nelson,  >       /•..  ^^^  r^/u..*.... 

iratenants  Wendell  and  Buck,  S       ^*  '^^^  ^V^''^ 

laptain  Morris,  Lieutenants  Turner  and  Phelps,  1  Sth    do. 
ieutenants  Clark,  M'Carty  and  Whiting,  2Sd     do. 

lieatenant  Bayly,  of  the  3d  regiment  United  States'  artillery, 
ctinff  adjutant,  and  250  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
11  innigh  spirits  and  anxious  for  the  field.  I  reported  and  received 
rders  to  repair  to  the  old  French  ferry,  and  was  there  informed 
lat  there  were  no  boats.  Lieutenant  colonels  Fenwick  and  Chria- 
le  had  a  short  conversation  at  the  ferry,  and  I  was  ordered  by  the 
nrmer  to  "  countermarch  my  men."  At  this  time,  firing  com* 
lenced  at  Queenstown,  and  a  cry  of  help !  help !  reinforcement ! 
einforcement !  was  heard  from  our  advanced  party.  I  was  at  this 
ioment  informed  that  there  were  a  few  boats,  out  neither  boatmen 
ior  pilots.  I  immediately  repaired  to  the  river,  and  in  marchina 
owards  the  shore,  one  of  my  nest  officers,  captain  Nelson,  received 
.  musket  ball,  at  the  head  of  his  company,  in  the  abdomen,  which 
anaed  his  death.  The  enemy  directed  an  incessant  and  heavj 
ire  of  grape  and  canister  from  their  batteries,  and  a  steady  street 
iring  from  their  muskets  towards  the  ferry,  to  prevent  our  embark* 
itioii ;  notwithstanding,  I  persisted,  followeu  by  my  brave  men» 
inder  the  most  dbcouraging  auspices.  Three  boats  were  imme* 
Bately  filled;  colonel  Fenwick  gallantly  embarked  in  the  third 
On  finding  the  enemy's  fire  extremely  galling,  I  commenced 


«M«klrefironi  mjlHMit  in  «rder to  dhrast  my  men  fimitfiefihi 

•f  the  enemy,  which  had  an  excellent  effect*  and  our  dropjnng 
-down  the  river,  by  the  rapidity  of  the  current,  was  taken  for  a  man- 
ouvre  to  effect  a  (anding  below  the  town,  for  the  purpose  of  stonning 
the  north  battery  and  of  attacking  the  enemy  from  the  i^ear.  At 
ihis  moment,  the  enemy  then  engaged  with  the  storming  party,  broka 
in  disorder,  when  general  Brock,  endeavouring  to  rally  them,  was 
killed,  and  his  aid  mortally  wounded.  In  the  retreat  of  the  enemy, 
lieutenant  colonel  Fenwick  and  all  in  his  boat*  were  made  pn« 
soners,  also  lieutenant  Clarke,  and  about  forty  men.  I  must  inevi- 
tably have  shared  the  same  fate,  did  I  not  haziird  re-crossing  under 
all  tneir  fire,  and  which  I  effected  without  losing  a  man.  I  seized 
the  boat  tliat  drifted  from  colonel  Fenwick's  party,  put  some  of 
tny  wounded  into  it  with  five  volunteers,  who  ueclared,  desperate 
as  the  alternative  was,  they  should  not  surrender — ^four  of  whom 
were  my  own  men,  and  the  fifth  a  doctor  Lawson,  of  Philadelphia^ 
a  truly  brave  man,  met  accidentally  on  the  shore.  By  this  time» 
captain  Machesny,  gaining  experience  by  my  misfortune,  effected 
a  landing  higher  up  the  river  and  ascended  the  heights  of  Queens- 
town  in  time  to  secure  the  victory  obtained  by  the  valour  of  the 
storming  party.  On  my  arrival  at  Lewistown,  I  ordered  a  ser- 
jeant  to  collect  such  of  the  detachment  as  did  not  previously 
cross,  I  repaired  to  fort  Gray  and  informed  lieutenant  Kees,  of  the 
3d  artillery,  who  commanded  there,  that  his  shot  was  lost  for  want 
of  elevation.  I  returned  and  re -crossed  with  25  men.  On  mj 
arrival  at  the  first  battery,  I  was  informed  that  a  number  of  mr 
men  were  still  at  Lewistown.  I  crossed  again  in  search  of  an  of- 
ficer to  collect  them,  found  one,  gave  him  necessary  orders,  and 
had  the  honour  of  accompanying  you,  sir,  being  the  fifth  time  I 
passed  over  that  river  that  day.  1  then  took  a  command  in  the 
engagement  against  the  Indians  and  militia,  whom  we  drove  inta 
tiie  woods,  a  service  which  was  repeated  preparatory  to  the  ar- 
rival of  the  British  reinforcement.  Our  men  were  paraded; 
lieutenant  colonel  Christie  had  sixty  in  his  division,  and  I  had 
sixty-five  in  mine,  with  117  militia,  officers  included;  we  had 
captain  Gibson  and  one  piece  of  ordnance  with  nine  rounds  for 
it.  This  was  our  whole  force,  and  commanded  by  colonel  Scott; 
when  the  enemy  very  cautiously  approached  us  with  upwards  of 
2000  men  and  a  train  of  artillery. 

I  shall  ever  look  back  with  pleasure  to  the  firmness  and  par- 
otic devotion  exhibited  at  that  moment  by  our  littie  force ;  near 
half  my  men  were  in  coloured  clothes — ^mere  recruits,  yet  their 
conduct  would  do  honour  to  veterans,  and  from  that  day  I  date 
the  superior  excellence  of  our  military  materials.  Satisfied  that 
you  are  already  acqu^nted  with  the  remainder  of  that  day's 
transactions  at  Queenstown,  I  will  only  state  that  my  detach- 

*  The  boat  in  which  I  embarked  had  the  bow  shot  away  in  crossingy  and 
was  nearfy  fidl  of  water  as  we  got  on  ahore. 
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.1  tMraved  every  thing:  that  lieutenant  Bavly  merited  honour- 
notice  ;  he  accompanied  me  in  the  boat  and  liumanelj  stayed  by 
lunded  officer  (lieutenant  Sweeny,  of  captain  Doxe's  volunteers) 
he  Canada  shore,  and  was  made  a  prisoner  early.  To  captain 
iiesny,  of  the  6th  regiment  infantry,  lieutenants  Clarke  and 
'artj  of  the  23d,  lieutenants  Turner*  and  Phelps,  of  the  lSth,I 
S^teful  for  their  valuable  support.  Captain  Morris  having  re- 
ed early  to  Lewistown  with  some  prisoners,  was  encaged 
e  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  lieutenants  Wendell  and 
iting  were  left  to  collect  such  of  the  detachment  as  were 
dniC  ^^^  ^^  charge  of  public  stores  I  cannot,  in  justice  to 
brave  detachment,  close  this  communication  without  expressing 
astonishment  at  the  omission  of  its  arduous  duties  in  your 
ial  detail  of  that  day :  although  indiflferent  as  to  myself  (satis- 
that  I  will  yet  have  justice  done  when  the  scenes  of  that  en- 
irise  are  better  known)  many  of  my  officers  merited  a  full 
tne  of  public  notice,  and  from  my  knowledge  of  you,  sir,  to  the 
it  of  correct  information  alone,  I  ascribe  the  omission. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  yours,  &C 

J.  R.  MULLANY, 

Major  23<2  rtgt.  Infantry* 
*o  Ibgor  general 

Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany. 


ALBANY,  Jamiiiy  33d,  1813. 

CAR  SIR, 

I  sincerely  reeret  that  you  and  the  oflBcers  under  y^Dur 
mediate  command  have  not  been  represented  to  the  commander 
chief,  which,  from  the  statement  you  have  made,  their  gallantly 
irits. 

[t  certainly  was  my  desire  that  ample  justice  should  have  been 
De  to  every  individual  under  my  command,  and  more  especially 
UTself,  for  whom  I  entertain  the  highest  respect  as  a  military 
in. 

The  want  of  correct  information,  owin^  to  )rour  having  been 
ide  a  prisoner,  and  lieutenant  colonel  Fenwick  dangerously 
Ninded,  induced  me,  before  I  left  the  anny,  to  request  brigadier 
neral  Smyth  to  mention  to  general  Dearborn  such  officers  as 
d  been  omitted  by  me  in  my  official  despatch,  in  a  manner  their 
nduct  deserved.    This  du^,  I  presume,  has  been  performed. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

S.  VAN  RKNSSELAER* 

Major  Mullany. 

*  lieutenant  Turner  was  made  a  prisoner  early,  and  was  aftervaids  it- 
ken. 
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HEAD  QUARTKRS,  PORTAGE  RIVER, 

15  niiles  from  Miami  Rapids,  January  24th»  18U. 

SIR, 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  Uiat  I  have  to  inform  ^ou, 
that  the  detach iiieut  under  general  Winchester  ha^i  been  entirelj 
destroyed  by  an  Indian  and  British  force,  on  the  morning  of  the  ^ 

22d  instant,  at  the  river  Ri^sin.     About  li2  o'clock  on  that  day  I  J 

was  informed  at  the  Rapids,  by  a  messenger  from  an  officer  who         ^ 
was  marching  to  reinforce  general  Winchester,  that  tlie  general        J| 
liad  been  attacked  that  morning,  and  that  the  Frenchman  who 
brought  this  intelligence,  supposed  that  our  troops  were  retreating^ 
1   had   tlien  with  me  a   reinmcnt  of  Ohio  militia,  about   three 
hundred  and  fifty  strong.    Two  detachments  were  on  the  way  to 
join  general  Winchester,  but  had  taken  different  roads.    One  or 
two  hundred  Ohio  troops  were  marching  on  the  edge  of  the  lake«  ^ 
and  the  other  Uiree  hundred  strong  were  pursuing  HulPs  road. .«. 

Leaving  direction  for  the  regiment  in  camp  to  follow  me,  1  pro 

ceeded  on  and  overtook  the  detachment  of  Kentucky  troops  vim:m  ^n 
about  five  miles.  Additional  information  was  miw  received.  Thc^^^^nc 
French  citizens  were  tlying  in  considerable  numbers  in  carryalls  .M'h 
upon  the  ice,  and  about  3  oxlock  some  of  tlie  fugitives  began 


arrive.  All  agreed  that  the  defeat  was  total  and  complete— tha*^^ 
the  troops  were  nearly  all  surrounded  and  cut  off,  or  taken  hj  ^ 
oVlock— that  general  Winchester  was  seen  i*etiring  a  few  nule^ 
from  the  river  liaisin  along  IIulPs  trace,  with  a  few  men  and  tw  ^ 
or  three  officers,  all  of  whom  were  entirely  exhausted — tliat  the^: 
were  pursued  by  Indians  on  hoi-se  back,  who  were  constantly  thiiK 
ning  their  numbers  by  firing  upon  them,  and  that  our  men  weni 
unable  to  resist,  as  almost  all  of  them  had  thrown  away  ther 
arms.  I  could  not  hesitate  as  to  the  propriety  of  hurrying  ^ 
tiieir  assistance  as  long  as  there  was  a  possibility  of  being  abC  We 
to  afford  any ;  but  I  was  much  embarrassed  in  tlie  choice  of  tt^flhe 
roads  which  it  was  proper  to  take;  that  upon  the  ice,  would  aflo^K— -rd 
the  most  easy  and  expeditious  march,  and  that  route,  major  C  '' 

grove,  with  the  battalion  b(.'fore  mentioned,  had  taken.    On 
contrary,  all  the  accounts  agreed  that  general  Winchester  h 
taken  the  land  road,  but  in  a  short  time,  from  the  fugitives  w 
began  to  drop  in,  I  learnt  that  general  Winchester  and  the  foi 
or  fifty  men  who  were  with  him  were  all  cut  of,  a  few  except 
who  had  taken  oti'  to  the  margin  of  the  lake ;  and  trom  thi 
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who  were  last  fi-om  the  scene  of  action,  I  learnt  that  all  resistai^Kce 
upon  the  part  of  the  troops  '^at  had  remained  there,  had  ct 
before  3  o'clock.    The  question  then  to  be  determined,  w^ 

whetlier  it  would  be  proper  to  advance  to  the  scene  of  action  

not.    The  force  with  me,  when  joined  by  colonel* Grove's 
talion,  would  amount  to  nearly  nine  hundred  men.    This 
lion  had  made  a  forced  march  of  twelve  miles  the  morning  of  :v« 
action,  and  had  arrived  within  about  15  miles  of  the  ii»iil(iiigiH 
when  the  major  received  such  certain  information  of  the  tBf^ 
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^^eat  of  the  troops,  that  he  had  thought  proper  to  return,  and 
^9  then  within  a  few  miles  of  us.  General  Payne,  general 
^rkiii%  and  all  the  field  oiRcers  were  consulted,  and  it  was 
^aoimously  determinetl,  that  as  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the 
*tal  defeat  of  general  Winchester,  there  was  no  motive  that 
mid  authorize  an  immediate  advance,  biit  that  of  attacking  the 
lemj,  who  were  reported  to  be  greatly  superior  in  numbers, 
d  were  certainly  well  provided  with  artillery ;  that  after  a 
reed  march  of  thirty -two  miles  (the  distance  from  our  then 
sition  from  the  river  Raisin)  the  troops  would  be  too  much  ex- 
nsted  to  encounter  the  enemy ;  that  colonel  Grove's  battalion, 
»Tn  havihg  already  marched  twenty-five  miles  that  day,  would  be 
able  to  accompany  us.  It  was  therefore  determined  to  return 
camp  with  the  troops,  but  large  detachments  of  the  mostlarse 
d  vigorous  men  were  sent  along  the  different  routes  to  assist 
d  bring  in  the  fuj^itives.  I  had  despatched  colonel  Wells 
rly  in  the  evening  m  a  carryall  tb  procure  intelligence.  He 
ogressed  within  twelve  miles  of  the  scene  of  action  and  pe^ 
med  about  9  o'clock.  A  council  of  war  was  then  called,  con 
(tins  of  the  general  and  field  officers,  and  two  questions  sub- 
ittea  to  them,  viz:  whether  it  was  probable  that  the  enemy 
oald  attack  us  in  our  then  situation,  and  if  they  did,  could  we 
«ist  them  with  eflfect  ? 

At  this  council,  major  M'Clanehan,  of  the  Kentucky  volun- 
erB,  who  escaped  from  the  action,  assisted.  He  was  of  opinion 
At  there  were  from  sixteen  hundred  to  two  thousand  British 
id  Indians  opposed  to  our  trf)ops,  and  that  they  had  six  pieces 
'  artillery,  principally  howitzers.  It  was  the  unanimous  opinion 
'  the  council,  that  under  all  circumstances  it  would  be  proper  to 
^turn  a  short  distance  upon  this  road  which  the  artillery  and 
enforcements  were  approaching ;  for  should  we  be  able  to  main- 
lin  our  camp,  by  getting  in  our  rear  the  enemy  would  defeat  our 
loops  in  detail,  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  we  could  make,  and  would 
ike  the  all  important  convoy  of  artillery  and  stores  coming  from 
Jpper  Sandusky.  The  march  to  this  place  was  accordingly 
lade  yesterday ;  where  I  shall  wait  for  the  artillery  and  a  de- 
ichment  under  general  Left\iich.  I  hope  in  a  few  days  again  to 
e  at  the  Rapids.  With  respect  to  the  disaster  that  has  hap- 
«ned,  and  the  cause  which  has  produced  it,  it  is  proper  that  I 
honld  say,  that  the  movement  w-hich  led  to  it,  was  not  only 
rithout  my  knowledge  or  consent,  but  entirely  at  variance  with 
he  instructions  that  I  had  given  to  general  Winchester.  As 
oon  as  I  was  informed  that  it  had  been  made,  every  effort  in  my 
lower  was  used  to  increase  their  strength.  Three  hundred  men 
acre  than  the  general  had  asked  for,  were  on  their  march  to  join 
tinu  As  his  situation  enabled  him  to  obtain  the  most  correct  in- 
bnnation  of  the  strength  and  position  of  the  enemy,  I  could  not 
loubt  of  his  having  obtained  it.  In  justice  to  general  Winchester, 
wvever,  it  is  mv  dntv  to  obsen^e  that  I  have  tinderstoml  that  the 
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detachment  under  colonel  Lewis  was  made  at  the  eameal  aolici- 
tations  of  his  officers,  and  perha])s  contrary  to  his  judgment. 
However  deeply  to  be  lamented,  sir,  the  destruction  of^e  de« 
tachment  under  general  Winchester  may  be  as  a  national  calamity* 
and  as  it  reje;ara8  the  families  of  the  valuable  individuals  who 
have  fallen,  it  has  by  no  means  destroyed  my  hopes  of  succeaa 
with  regard  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  principal  objects  of  the 
campaign,  unless  the  weatner  should  be  uncommonly  unfavourable. 
I  shall  return  to  the  Rapids  in  a  few  days  with  a  force  consider- 
ably superior  to  any  that  the  enemy  can  collect  in  the  upper  dia- 
trict  of  Canada*  1  can  discover  no  despondence  amongst  the 
troops  that  are  with  me,  and  1  trust  that  something  miy  ^et  be 
done  to  compensate  us  for  the  hardships  and  difficulties  which  we 
every  moment  sustain. 

The  account  given  by  major  M'Clanehan  and  captain  Grovels 
of  the  action  of  the  £2gU  is  that  the  enemy  commenced  just  after 
reveille  to  throw  shells  amongst  our  troops  before  the  officers  and 
men  had  risen  from  their  beds.  They  were  however  formed,  but 
very  inconveniently  posted,  and  being  entirely  surrounded,  they 
were  taken  in  twenty  minutes.  The  general  endeavoured  te 
rally  them  after  they  had  passed  the  nver,  but  without  eflfect. 
Fortv  or  fifty  with  tne  general  broke  through  in  that  direction, 
but  from  the  depth  of  tlie  snow  those  on  foot  were  soon  exhausted^ 
and  were  in  a  short  distance  overtaken  by  the  Indians.  The 
eeneral  frequently  attempted  to  form  them  to  oppose  the  Indians, 
but  his  efforts  were  ineffectual.  I  am  unable  to  sav  what  are  the 
proportion  of  the  killed  and  prisoners.  Some  of  the  Frenchmen 
whom  I  have  seen,  assert  that  five  hundred  were  killed ;  others, 
ei^ht.  I  am  still,  however,  in  hopes  that  the  greater  part  are 
prisoners.  I  have  seen  one  man  wno  asserts  that  he  saw  general 
Winchester  killed,  scalped,  and  his  bowels  taken  out.  Such  are 
the  allies  of  a  power  which  boasts  its  attainments  in  every  art 
and  science,  and  such  the  war  associates  of  British  officers  who 
claim  distinction  for  their  nice  feelings  and  delicate  sense  of 
honour. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ^. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 

But  2  officen  and  35  or  SO  privates  have  reached  my  camp  from  the  battle 
of  the  river  Raisin. 

Honourable  James  Monroe, 

acting  Secretary  of  War. 


OTTER  CREEK,  January  13th,  1813« 
SIR, 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  send  per  express  to  inform  yott 
that  the  enemy  are  appria^d  of  your  being  at  the  Rapids,  and 
luive  removed  all  the  mends  of  our  govenunent  to  Maiden  prison^ 


^^4  at  present  we  are  beset  with  spies*  I  expect  the  guard  tt 
^^«rch  fat  me  everj  moment.  I  have»  agreeably  to  my  orden 
^^Mn  Mr.  Shields,  your  acting  contractor,  engaged  fifty  barrels  df 
Qoar,  and  two  hundred  bushels  of  wheat.  If  you,  sir,  see  proper 
"^  send  a  detachment  of  cavalry  and  riflemen,  with  arms  and 
imiinition  for  thirty  men  for  this  place,  we  can  secure,  it  is  sup- 
Bed,  three  diousand  barrels  of  flour  and  a  mat  quantity  of 
i^um  and  wheat.  There  are  but  forty  or  fifty  soldiers  garrisoned 
Lt  the  riTer  Raisin,  and  not  one  hundred  sa^nges ;  there  is  not 
le  thousand  Bnglish,  French,  and  savages  at  Maiden* 
If  you  do  not  come  to-morrow  or  the  next  day,  you  will  not 
find  a  man  at  this  place.  The  English  are  collecting  all  fhi^ 
savages  to  rally  at  the  river  Raisin  for  the  purpof^e  of  giving  bat« 
-tie.  They  are  engaging  8leia;h8  to  transport  the  flour  and  grain 
%o  their  Pandora's  box.  Maiden.  Five  hundred  true  and  brave 
Americans  can  secure  the  district  of  Erie.  A  timely  approach 
«f  oar  armies  will  secure  us  from  being  forced  to  prison,  and  the 
'^vhole  place  from  being  burned  by  savaee  fury. 

Your  humble  servant,  &c. 

ISAAC  DAY. 

P.  S.  Please  to  excuse  this  scroll*  as  I  write  in  the  utiodfl 
^thont  a  fire. 

Hia  excellency  Gov.  Harrison. 


HEAD  aUARTERS  N.  W.  ARMY,  PORTAGE  RIVEB^ 

15  miles  fnm  the  Miami  Rapids,  Janusiy  36thy  ISIib 

SIR. 

1  have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith,  a  duplicate  €t  my 
letter  of  the  25th  instant,  together  with  the  official  report  of  colo- 
mA  Lewis  to  general  Winchester  of  the  action  of  the  18th  is- 
stant. 

That  you  may  be  enabled  to  Judee  of  the  propriety  of  the  steps 
which  were  taken  by  me  previously  to  the  unfortunate  event  at 
the  river  Raisin,  I  proceed  to  give  you  an  account  of  the  sitoa- 
tion  €i  the  troops  and  the  arrangements  I  had  made  for  dieir 
advance : — the  left  wing  of  the  army  under  the  immediate  orden 
of  general  Winchester,  consisting  of  the  6th  regiment  Kentucky 
troops,  a  battalion  of  Ohio  infantry,  and  a  detachment  of  re- 
gulars under  colonel  Wells. 

The  importance  of  keeping  a  considerable  force  on  this  line 
after  the  advance  of  the  army,  from  its  vicinity  to  the  Indian 
tribes  of  the  Wabash  and  laxe  Michigan,  induced  me  to  direct 
general  Winchester  to  take  with  him  three  Kentucky  regimenta 
and  the  regular  troops  only.  With  these,  amounting  to  aboat 
thirteen  hundred  men,  he  marched  from  his  camp,  five  miles  be- 
low the  month  of  the  Aoglaise  river,  on  the  Alst  ultimo.    On  the 


190 

evetiing  before,  he  despatclied  an  express,  informing  ne  of  hit 
intention  to  march  the  next  morning.  This  express  was  sent 
tiirough  the  w(mk1s  to  general  Tupper's  camp,  foarteen' miles  ad- 
▼anced  of  Urbanna,  upon  HulPs  road.  A  violent  snow  storm 
prevented  it  from  reaching  general  Tupper  until  the  9th  instant, 
and  it  was  not  until  the  llth,  that  it  came  to  me  at  Upper  San« 
dusky.  1  immediately  gave  orders  for  several  droves  of  hoeSt 
which  had  been  stopped  on  their  route,  to  proceed  towards  tnt 
Rapids,  and  I  directed  the  artillery  to  be  prepared  to  progress  as 
soon  as  the  general's  arrival  at  the  Rapids  should  be  announced, 
which  I  directed  him  to  do  by  express,  to  be  sent  immediately  to 
Upper  Sandusky.  Not  hearing  from  the  general  for  some  dayfl» 
I  b^an  to  conclude  that  his  progress  had  been  stopped  by  a  conai* 
denwle  thaw,  wliich  took  place  about  the  1st  of  tne  month.  Ob 
the  evening  of  the  I6th  instant,  I  received  a  letter  from  general 
Perkins,  enclosing  one  fn>m  general  Winchester  to  him,  of  the 
15th,  informing  of  his  arrival  at  the  Rapids  on  the  10th  ;-— that 
it  was  his  intention  to  advance  against  tne  enemy,  and  directing 
him  (general  Perkins)  to  send  a  reinforcement  to  the  Rapids,  dt 
one  battalion.  Alarmed  at  this  information,  1  despatched  an  ex- 
press with  the  enclosed  letter,  by  the  direct  route  to  the  Rapida» 
and  set  out  myself  to  Lower  Sandusicy,  and  reached  it  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  17th.  On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  the  battalion  whiA 
general  Winchester  applied  for,  marched  from  l^wer  Sandusky. 
About  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  a  letter  from  general 
Winchester  was  received,  of  wtiich  the  enclosed  is  an  extract.  I 
gave  immediate  onlers  for  the  2<1  regiment  of  Perkins's  brigade 
(which  consists  of  twore?ri''*.pnts  only)  to  march  immediately  for" 
the  Rapids,  an<l  proceeded  thither  myself.  On  my  way,  I  recei^ 
tiie  general's  letter  of  the  19th,  informing  me  of  the  success  of  coU 
nel  Xewis,  a  copy  of  which  I  had  the  honour  to  enclose  you 
the  Rapids.  Upon  my  arrival  at  the  latter  place,  on  the  momii 
of  the  20tli,  I  found  that  general  Winchester  had  marched 

S receding  dav,  having  left  jjeneral  Payne  with  about  three  bun— 
red  of  ti)c  (Kentucky  troops.     It  was*^  not  until  late  on  the  fili^^ 
instant,  that  major  Colgrove  was  enabled  to  extricate  his  banMi^^S<B 
from  the  horrid  swamp  which  separates  the  Miami  and  SanunsKj^  -3Ky 
rivers.    He  encampea  that  evening  near  the  Miami  bay,  and 
marching  early  on  the  following  morning,  he  had  arrived  withu 
fifteen  miles  of  the  river  Raisin,  when  lie  was  informed  of  tk^ 
total  defeat  of  our  troops  there. 

The  2d  regiment  of  Perkins's  bngade  arrived  thereon  the  2l! 
and  I  immediately  ordered  the  remaining  part  of  the  Kentnck^  -^fSS 
troops  under  general  Payne,  to  proceed  with  all  possible  expedS'  ^™'' 
tion  to  the  river  Raisin.*^  I  was  still  uneasv  for  tne  troops  liiui^' 
but  supposing  general  Winchester  had  obtained  the  bestinfonnn^ 
tion  of  the  strength  of  the  disposable  force  of  the  enemy,  an: 
as  I  sent  him  three  hundred  men  more  thnn  he  deemed  sufecSei^^'' 
for  muntaining  his  ground,  and  as  there  were  a  thousand 
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vhich  made  it  necessary  to  maintain  it  if  practicable ;  I  did  not 
tinuk  it  ijfupei  to  order  hiin  to  retreat,  al though  the  advance  in 
tike  first  instance  was  contrary  to  my  wishes,  and  opposed  to  a 
principle  by  which  i  have  been  ever  governed  in  Indian  warfare* 
1.  e.  never  to  make  a  detachment  but  under  the  most  urgent 
circumstances.  Amongst  the  many  reasons  why  the  post  at  the 
ri\eriiai8in  should  be  maintained,  tlie  protection  of  the  French 
ioliabitants  was  not  the  last.  The  greater  part  of  these  people 
had  received  our  troops  with  open  arms.  Many  of  them  had 
lailied  out  of  their  houses  upon  the  arrival  of  colonel  Lewis,  with 
their  amis  in  their  hands,  and  had  even,  in  tlie  opinion  of  some  of 
our  officers,  won  tlie  palm  of  valour  from  our  troops.  They  at- 
tacked  and  killed  the  straggling  Indians  wherever  they  met  them ; 
dieir  bouses  were  all  open  to  our  men,  and  they  ofi*ered  to  give  up 
the  whole  of  the  provisions  which  yet  remained  to  them,  upon 
condition  that  they  should  not  again  be  abandoned  to  the  fury  of 
the  savages,  or  subjected,  for  what  they  had  done,  to  be  immured  in 
thr  prisons  of  Maiden*  I  had  also  been  informed  that  the  sup- 
plies to  be  procured  tliere  were  considerable  (see  Day's  letter  en- 
closed in  No.  d)»  and  the  assistance  to  be  derived  from  the  caryalls 
of  the  inhabitants  was  an  object  of  the  greatest  importance.  The 
brmer  of  these  motives  had  made  so  strong  an  impression  upon 
Ike  minds  of  the  general  and  his  troops,  that  1  am  persuaded  uiat 
nothing  but  a  reiterated  order  to  retreat,  would  have  produced 
•bedience  upon  the  part  of  the  latter.  These  reasons,  together 
with  the  respect  which  it  was  necessary  to  shew  to  tlie  opinion 
of  an  officer  of  high  rank  and  experience,  whose  opportunities  of 
frocaring  the  most  correct  information,  was  much  better  than 
mine,  produced  the  determination  to  support,  rather  than  with* 
dnw  the  detachment  from  the  river  Raisin.  Indeed  it  appears 
that  there  was  not  time  for  either,  after  my  arrival  at  the  Rapids 

When  I  left  Upper  Sandusky,  the  artillery  was  ordered  to  be 
•est  on  immediately  to  tlie  Rapids,  escorted  by  three  hundred 
men*  Detachments  were  also  ordered  for  the  pack  horses,  wa- 
^ns  and  sleds,  which  were  constantly  progressing  thither.  Ano- 
tiier  battalion  could  also  have  been  drawn  troin  Lower  Sandusky, 
00  that  the  troops  at  tlie  Rapids  would  have  been  almost  daily 
increased.  On  this  day  they  would  have  amounted  to  twenty -five 
hundred,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery ;  and  in  four  or  five  days 
Bfore,  the  Virginia  brigade  and  Pennsylvania  regiment  would  have 
increased  them  to  thirty -eight  hundred,  ^ith  a  further  supply  of 
artillery.  By  the  5th  of  February  the  whole  force,  four  thousand 
five  hundred,  which  I  contemplated  assembling  at  the  Rapids, 
would -have  been  there;  and  provisiotis  and  munitions  of  war  in 
ainndance. 

I  should  have  been  enabled  to  advance  to  the  Rapids  again  this 
day  or  to-morrow,  but  for  a  most  unfortunate  ram,  which  has 
braiea  up  the  roads  so  as  to  render  tliem  impassable  for  the  artil- 
im^mm^  it  is  fixed  on  sleds.    The  whole  train  is  stopped 
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iffenty-fiiTe  miles  from  flus.    I  have  reason  to  believe  the  Mian 
river  has  broken  up. 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  enclose  jou  a  report  made  to  me  b^  maji 
M'Clanehan,  the  senior  of  the  two  officers  who  escaped  irom  tl 
'action  at  the  river  Raisin.    It  requires  no  comment  trom  me. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  yours*  &c. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISOI^ 

Honourable  James  Monroe, 

acting  Secretary  of  War. 


(iNCLOSURE.) 

CAMP  AT  FRENCH  TOWN, 

January  20th,  1813,  on  the  Kivcr  liaiain, 

SOL, 

In  obedience  to  jour  order,  I  proceeded  on  the  march  wit 
the  detachment  under  my  command  to  Presquilc  on  the  in 
instant,  where  the  reinforcement  under  tlie  command  of  lieutei 
ant  colonel  Allen  arrived  at  7  o'clock  P.  M.  On  the  18th,  as 
informed  jou  it  was  my  determination,  we  set  out  for  the  camp  < 
the  enemy  at  this  village.  From  an  early  start,  together  with  tl 
advantage  of  a  passage  on  the  ice  of  the  lake,  and  the  rapid  man 
we  made,  we  were  enabled  to  meet  them  by  3  oVlock  in  tt 
evening. 

When  we  were  within  three  miles  of  the  enemy,  correct  infa 
nation  was  obtained  that  they  were  prepared  to  receive  n 
Having  arranged  the  troops  in  the  following  order — ^they  wei 
directed  to  prepare  for  action:  the  right  wing  composed  of  tl 
companies  commanded  by  captain  M'Cracken,  subalterns  liei 
t^iant  Williamson  and  ensi«^i  M*Clary ;  captain  Bledsoe^  sul 
altems  ensign  Morrison  (acting  as  lieutenant,  and  ensign  Chine 
captain  Matson,  subaltemsensi^n  Nash  (acting  as  lieutenant)  ai 
ensign  Caldwell.  The  left  wing  composed  of  the  compani 
commanded  by  captain  Hamilton,  subalterns  lieutenant  Moo 
and  ensign  Heron ;  captain  Williams,  subalterns  lieutena 
Hig^ns  and  ensi^  Havraw ;  captain  Kelly,  subalterns  lieutena 
M'Guine  and  ensign  Wash.  The  centre  compose<l  of  the  compani 
commanded  by  captain  Hightowen  (irth  United  States' regimen 
subalterns  lieutenant  Holden  and  ensign  Butler ;  captain  Collin 
subalterns  lieutenant  Story  and  ensign  Fleet ;  captain  Sebree.  n 
altems  lieutenant  Rule  and  ensign  Bowles.  Lieutenant  coloi 
Allen  commanding  the  right  wing,  major  Groves  the  lefts  tt 
major  Madison  the  centre.  Captain  Ballard  (acting  as  m^ 
was  placed  in  the  advance  of  the  whole  with  two  companies*  9 
commanded  bjr  captain  Hickman,  subalterns  lieutenant  Chinntt 
other  by  captain  (jlaver,  subalterns  lieutenant  Comstock,  andd 
oqitain  James  with  his  spies.    In  this  order  we  proceeded  will 
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a  qutrter  of  a  mile  of  the  enemy»  when  they  cominenced  a  fire  Ob 
tts  with  a  howitzer,  from  which  no  injury  was  received.    The  line 
of  battle  was  instantly  formed  and  the  whole  detachment  ordered 
to  iDove  on  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy  without  delay.    The 
nverat  this  time  being  between  us  and  the  enemy's  lines,  we  suc- 
<^eeded  well  in  crossing  it,  though  the  ice  in  many  places  was  ex- 
tremely slippery.  Having  crossed  at  this  instant  the  long  roll  was 
^at,  tne  signal   for  a  general   charge,  when  I  ordered  major 
^^iX)Tes  and  major  Madison  to  possess  themselves  of  the  houses 
^i^d  picketing  about  which  the  enemy  had  chiefly  collected,  and 
.'^Here  they  had  placed  their  cannon.    This  order  was  executed 
}^  a  few  minutes  ;  and  both  their  battalions  advanced  amidst  an 
''Jccssant  shower  of  bullets :  neither  the  picketing  nor  the  fencing 
®^er  which  they  had  to  pass,  retarded  their  progress  to  success— 
fi^  enemy  were  dislodjged  in  that  quarter.     Meantime   colonel 
■^llen  had  fallen  in  with  them  at  considerable  distance  to  the 
'^ISH  when  after  pursuing  them  to  the  woods  (a  distance  of  more 
th^m  half  a  mile)  they  then  made  a  stand  with  tlieir  howitzer  and 
^'fex^jQ  arms  covered  by  a  chain  of  inclosed  lots  and  a  group  of  houses, 
|j5^"ving  in  their  rear  a  thick  brushy  wood  full  of  fallen  timber.    I 
»i"«-ected  brigade  major  Garrard  (one  of  my  aids)  to  instruct 
^^jors  Groves  and  Madison  to  possess  themselves  of  tlie  wood  on 
^^^  left,  and  to  move  up  towanls  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  aa 
t  as  practicable,  to  divert  their  attention  from  colonel  Allen. 
1  die  moment  the  fire  commenced,  those  battalions  of  the  right 
Bg  advanced.  The  enemy  were  soon  driven  from  the  fences  and 
tises,  and  our  troops  began  to  enter  the  wood  after  them.    The 
ihi  now  became  close  and  extremely  hot  on  the  right  wing,  the 
«my  concentrating  the  chief  of  both  kinds  to  force  the  line* 
"Uy  were  still  however  kept  moving  in  retreat,  although  slowly, 
^^y  men  being  much  exhausted.    My  orders  to  majors  Groves  and 
^^«dison  were  executed  with  despatch  and  success,  which,  joined 
^^iAthe  exertions  of  colonel  Allen's  line,  completely  routed  the 
^       emy.    The  distance  they  retreated  before  us  was  not  less  thaa 
0  miles,  and  every  foot  of  tlie  way  under  a  continual  charge. 
^le  battle  lasted  from  3  o'clock  till  dark.    The  detachment  was 
^^^n  drawn  off  in  good  order,  and  encamped  at  the  place  which 
^^^  enemy  had  first  occupied,  being  the  best  for  a  camp  then  near 
"^.^^  Tfce  sallant  conduct  of  lieutenant  colonel  Allen,  during  every 
^^^^rge  of  tliis  warmly  contested  action,  has  raised  for  him  no 
^T'^^Bnaiy  military  merit.    Majors  Groves  and  Madison  deserve 
^d^  praise  for  their  undeviating  attention  to  orders  and  the 


S?^*T5y  and  despatch  with  which  they  executed  them.  Captain 
^*^ilard  led  the  van  with  great  skill  and  bravery.  I  take  this 
J^^portanity  of  tendering  my  most  hearty  thanks  to  brigade  major 
^^mrd,  captain  Smith  and  adjutant  M'Caller,  who  acted  as  my 
^jls-de-camp,  for  the  great  support  they  gave  me  during  the  whole 
^*"  the  action.  The  company  officers  acted  with  great  bravery.  It 
^^"^ttld  be  aboost  an  endless  task  to  particularize  all  who  hare 
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distiiiguiBhed  themaelves ;  for  as  all  had  an  t^iportunity  ^o  to  do» 
there  was  none  but  what  accepted  it«  There  was  not  a  solitary 
instance  of  a  retreat  on  our  part.  Both  officers  and  soldiers  sup- 
ported the  *'  double  character  of  Americans  and  Kentuckians." 

1  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  exact  force  of  the  enemy, 
but  from  the  best  information,  there  were  between  80  and  100 
British  troops,  and  about  400  Indians.  Major  Reynolds  was 
present,  and  it  is  understood,  commanded  the  whole.  The  nun- 
oer  of  their  killed  and  wounded  is  unknown,  we  havine  left  ^ 
woods  after  dark,  so  that  not  only  during  the  battle,  but  after 
night,  they  had  an  opportunity  of  carrying  oflf  all,  except  these 
who  were  left  on  the  lield  where  the  action  first  commenced,  say 
about  fifteen.  But  from  the  blood,  the  trails  of  bodies  dragged 
olT,  and  the  reports  from  the  people  who  live  near  this  place,  the 
slaughter  must  have  been  great.  One  Indian  and  two  of  the 
Canadian  militia  were  taken  prisoners.  So  steady  and  composed 
were  our  men  in  this  assault,  that  while  the  enemy  were  killed 
or  drawn  from  the  houses,  not  a  woman  or  child  was  hurt. 

Our  loss  in  killed  12,  and  55  wounded.    One  has  since  died* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

WILLIAM  LEWIS, 
ComnuU.  of  the  fktachmewi. 

Brigsdier  general  Winchester. 


(fnclosure.) 

CA.MP  ON  CANYING  RIVER,  Januaiy  26th,  1815. 
SIR, 

As  the  senior  officer  who  escaped  from  the  disaster  whicK; 
befell  our  troops  under  general  Winchester  on  the  32d  instanl^ 
it  becomes  my  duty  to  report  to  you  so  much  of  that  affidr  as  cme^^ 
nithin  my  knowledge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant  I  marched  from  the  csBips^vf 
the  Rapids  of  the  Miami  with  the  detachment  under  colonel  WdK.  m, 
consisting  of  about  300  men,  including  officers,  to  reinforce  cohM^^ 
Lewis  at  the  river  Raisin.    Shortly  after  we  left  camp, 
Winchester  passed  us  in  a  carryall,  and  as  I  understand, 
the  advanced  troops  that  night.    Our  detachment  arrived  ikef 
about  3  O'clock,  r.  M.  on  tlie  20th,  except  captain  Morris's  cov^ 
pauy.    It  had  been  left  as  a  rear  guard  with  tne  baggage,  anddti^l 
not  join  us  at  all. 

We  found  the  detachment  under  lieutenant  colonel   LevH* 
encamped  in  the  gardens  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  RaiaiB  f^ 
French  Town ;  not  in  any  regular  order,  and  apparentlyat  ib^I 
had  settled  down  in  the  night  after  the  battle  of  the  1 8th.   The  tel^ 
officers  were  generally  in  nouses.    General  Winchester  Ind 
up  his  quarters  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Navarre,  about  three  qi 
01  a  mue  from  the  troops,  and  on  the  opposite  side  «f  tM 
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1^«  land  WIS  cleared  and  entirely  open,  except  fencing  and  some 
l^^ldinc}  for  near  a  mile  on  everj  side  from  the  encampment. 

Thcdetachmcnt  under  colonel  WelU  encamped  below,  and  on 
ttk^  n^t  of  the  other  troops,  about  one  hundred  yards  from  them, 
i^  ground  entirely  open ;  tnree  companies  in  a  line  leading  from  the 
river;  the  fourth  at  right  angles  to  those  three,  and  leading  do\%n 
tile  river.  These  trfN[>ps  had  about  ten  rounds  of  ammunition. 
Tliej  paraded  and  called  their  rolls  as  usual;  the  others  did  not 
On  the  morning  of  the  21st  there  was  a  talk  of  moving,  and 
eBcamping  on  better  ground,  and  in  regular  order.  The  general 
and  some  of  the  field  officers  rode  out  to  view  ground  for  that 
purpose,  but  nothing  was  done. 

Our  spies  were  not  sent  out  to  my  knowledge  after  I  reached 
camp.  I  saw  them  on  the  21st,  and  understood  that  on  that 
evening  orders  were  given  for  their  going  out  on  the  22d. 

The  fixed  ammunition,  which  was  sent  from  the  Rapids  on  the 
Slst,  was  taken  to  general  Winchester's  quarters  at  Mr*  Navarre's 
cm  that  evening,    ft  remained  there  and  was  not  distributed. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Slst,  colonel  Wells  returned  on  some 
Imsiness  to  the  camp  at  the  Rapids  and  left  the  detachment  under 
us  to  my  command.  He  advised  that  the  officers  and  men  should 
remain  at  their  posts  as  there  was  a  probability  of  an  attack. 

That  evening  a  rumour  reached  us  that  the  enemy  were  coming 
mgainst  us  with  9  or  4,000  men,  and  would  be  with  us  before  day. 
I  expected  that  the  field  officers  would  have  been  called  together, 
%nd  a  consultation  held  and  instructions  given  to  meet  the  event 
mhonld  it  happen.  It  was  not  done.  1  directed  the  officers  under 
Bay  command  to  form  in  case  of  an  attack,  so  as  to  close  the  vacancy 
lietween  us  and  the  other  troops. 

At  day  break  on  the  next  morning,  and  during  the  beating  of 
ii^Tellie,  two  of  our  sentinels  fired  alan.i  guns,  f :- !  ir  mec'iately  the 
«nemy  commenced  a  heavy  cannonade  from  eix  o»-  eir 'it  pieces, 
^vnA  Domb  shells  and  canister  shot,  followed  up  by  einall  arms. 
The  troops  under  my  command,  and  apparct/tly  tnroushout  the 
line,  were  soon  formed,  and  returned  the  fire  vc:y  briskly. 

The  enemy  consisted  of  British  forces  in  the  centre,  as  exten- 
sive, and  apparently  in  closer  order  than  we  were ;  and  Indians 
9n  hoth  flanks  extending  quite  to  our  rear. 

The  action  was  warmly  contested  for  near  half  an  hour,  at 
^which  time  the  Indians  laid  under  cover  of  some  fencing,  and  a  band 
approached  so  near  as  to  gall  us  severely  in  the  flanks,  whilst  the 
Bntish  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  in  front.  Our  troops  then  be^n 
ta  ^ve  way ;  they  retreated  to  the  river.  I  then  for  the  first  time 
dnnng  the  action  saw  general  Winchester.  He  directed  in  a 
▼Oice  not  loud,  to  form  under  the  north  bank  of  the  river.  Lieu- 
tenant colonels  Lewis  and  Allen  were  present  and  assisted  in 
tailing  and  forming  the  men.  A  considerable  number  took  their 
piMutiiHi,  and  some  of  them  renewed  their  fire,  but  it  was  not 
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long  kept,  as  the  Indians  were  still  on  our  flank  and  fast  gainiiis 

our  rear. 

A  second  attempt  was  made  to  form  the  troops  about  sixtj 
jards  on  this  side  of  the  river  along  some  fences,  but  not  manj 
of  Uiem  fonned.  A  third  effort  wafi  made  in  some  woods  after 
crossing  a  branch,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  place  of  ac- 
tion. Colonel  Lewis  was  the  only  field  officer  I  saw  there.  We 
used  our  endeavours  to  rally  the  men,  but  the^  could  not  theii.be 
stopped ;  the  pursuit  was  then  very  hot.  After  continuing  witb 
the  men  about  half  a  mile  further,  and  finding  nothing  more 
could  be  done,  I  took  captain  Graves,  who  was  wounded,  behind 
me,  and  my  son  by  the  hand,  and  left  the  road  and  reached  cmn^ 
with  them. 

General  Winchester  and  lieutenant  colonel  Lewis  were  riding 
slowly  at  the  head  of  the  retreat  when  I  saw  them  rest ;  tbej 
could  to  all  appearance  easily  have  left  the  footmen  and  made 
their  escape,  haa  they  intended  leaving  the  men. 

1  have  been  informed  from  sources  I  cannot  doubt,  that  frequeat 
enquiries  were  made  for  ammunition  during  the  action.  The 
men  appeared  ardent  and  obedient  to  orders  whilst  it  lasted. 

When  the  first  attempt  was  made  to  rally  them,  they  could.  I 
have  no  doubt,  have  been  completely  formed,  had  the  place  af- 
forded an  advantageous  position.  It  did  not  appear  to  me  te 
possess  any. 

During  the  retreat  our  men  kept  up  an  occasional  but  not  a 
regular  fire. 

I  received  no  orders  from  the  general  durine  the  action.  The 
order  to  form  under  the  river  bank  was  all  1  heard.  The  other 
orders  to  rally  probably  came  from  him. 

The  enemy  must  have  been  at  least  double  our  numbers. 

diink  much  beyond  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ELIJAH  M'CLANEHAN, 

J\iaj.9dB.  IstMeg.  L.  V.M. 
Qenenl  Wm.  H.  Hanison. 


MALDEN,  January  23d,  1813. 

SIR, 

A  detachment  from  the  left  wing  of  the  north-western  army, 
under  my  command,  at  French  Town,  on  the  river  Raisin,  w« 
attacked  on  the  22d  instant  by  a  force  greatly  superior  in  num 
ber,  aided  by  several  pieces  of  artillery.   The  action  commenc 
at  the  dawn  of  day ;  the  picket  guarils  were  driven  in,  and 
heavy  fire  opened  on  the  whole  line,  by  which  a  part  thereof  we 
thrown  into  disorder;  and,  being  onfered  to  retire  a  small  di 
tance,  in  order  to  form  on  more  advantageous  eround,  1  fi 
the  enemy  doubling  our  flank  with  force  and  rapidity. 
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^  dentnictive  fire  wm  sustained  for  some  time;  at  lengUi 
^rne  dow  by  numbers,  the  few  of  us  that  remained  with  the 
^rty  that  retired  from  the  lines,  submitted.  The  remainder  of 
4r  K>rce,  in  number  about  four  hundred,  continued  to  defend 
temselves  with  great  gallantry,  in  an  unequal  contest,  against 
nail  arms  and  artillery,  until  [  was  brought  in  as  a  prisoner  to 
Mt  part  of  the  field  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

At  this  latter  place  I  understood  that  our  troops  were  defend-^ 
g  themselves  in  a  state  of  desperation,  and  was  infonned  bj 
e  commanding  officer  of  the  enemy,  that  he  would  afford  them 
1  opportunity  of  surrendering  themselves  prisoners  of  war ;  to 
lucn  I  acceded.  I  was  the  more  ready  to  make  the  surrender, 
!>in  being  assured,  that  unless  done  quickly,  the  buildings  adja* 
nt  w^ould  be  immediately  set  on  fire,  and  tiiat  no  responsibility 
Duld  be  taken  for  the  conduct  of  the  savages,  who  were  then 
sembled  in  great  numbers.  In  this  critical  situation,  being 
mroos  to  preserve  the  lives  of  a  number  of  our  brave  fellows 
bo  still  held  out,  I  sent  a  flag  to  them,  and  agreed  with  the  com- 
ajBdin^  officer  of  the  enemy,  that  they  should  be  surrendered 
■isonerB  of  war  on  condition  of  being  protected  from  the  sava- 
»8»  allowed  to  retain  their  private  property,  and  having  their 
de  arms  returned  to  them.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  ascertain 
ith  certainty  the  loss  we  have  sustained  in  this  action,  from  the 
npracticabihty  of  knowing  the  number  who  have  made  their 
K^ape. 

'Fhirty-five  officers,  and  about  four  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
(m-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  are  prisoners  of  war.  A 
Bt  of  the  names  of  the  officers  is  herewith  enclosed  to  you. 
ur  loss  in  killed  is  considerable.  However  unfortunate  may 
5em  the  affair  of  yesterday,  I  am  flattered  by  a  belief,  that  no 
laterial  error  is  chargeable  upon  myself,  and  that  still  less  cen- 
tre is  deserved  b^  the  troops  1  haa  the  honour  of  commanding. 
Viih  the  exception  of  that  portion  of  our  force,  which  was 
irown  into  disorder,  no  troops  have  ever  behaved  with  more 
etermined  intrepidity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  WINCHESTER, 

Brig.  Gen.  U.  8.  army. 
ion.  Secretary  of  War. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  February  lOth,  1813. 

I  have  the  President's  orders  to  communicate  to  you,  as  ex- 
Beditiously  as  possible,  the  outline  of  campaign  which  you  will 
jamediately  institute  and  pursue  against  Upper  Canada. 

Ist.  Four  thousand  troops  will  be  assembled  at  Sacket's  Harbor 
9d.  Three  thousand  will  be  brought  together  at  fiuffidoe  and 
tts  vicinity. 


The  fonner  of  these  corps  will  be  embarked  and  transported 
vnder  convoy  of  the  fleet  to  Kingston,  where  they  will  be  landed. 
Kinfi;ston,  its  garrison  and  the  British  ships  wintering  in  die 
harbor  of  that  place,  will  be  its  first  object.  Its  second  oUect 
will  be  York,  (the  capital  of  Upper  Canada)  the  stores  collec- 
ted and  the  two  frigates  building  there.  Its  third  object,  Forti 
George  and  Erie,  and  their  dependencies.  In  the  attainment  oC 
this  last,  there  will  be  a  co-operation  between  the  two  corps.  The 
composition  of  these  will  be  as  follows: 

1st,  Bloomfield'S  Brigade,     ....  1,436 

2d,  Chandlers          do.        -        -        -        -  1,044 
Sd,  Philadelphia  detachment,    ...        -    400 

4th,  Baltimore           do.           ....  soo 

5tli,  Carlisle             do.        -      -        -        -  5200 
6th,  Greenbush         do.    -        -        -       -        -       400 

7th,  Sacket's  Ilarbor  do.         ....  250 


4,030 


8th,  Several  corps  at  BuflTaloe  under  the  command 
of  colonel  Porter,  and  the  recruits  belonging  thereto      3,000 

7,030 


The  time  for  executing  the  enterprise  will  be  governed  by  th 
opening  of  lake  Ontario,  which  usually  takes  place  about  the  * 
of  Apnl. 

The  adjutant  general  has  orders  to  put  the  more  sonflie 
detachments  in  march  as  expeditiously  as   possible.    Tlie 
brigades  on  lake  Champlain  jou  will  move  so  as  to  give  them 
time  to  reach  their  place  of  destination  by  the  25th  of  M 
The  route  by  Elizabeth  will,  1  think,  be  the  shortest  and 
They  will  be  replaced  by  some  new  raised  regiments  from 
east.     You  will  put  into  your  moveinents  as  much  privacy 
may  be  compatible  with  their  execution.    They  may  oe 
by  reports  that  Sacket's  Harbor  is  in  danger,  and  that  the  ^ 

BlI  effort  will  be  made  on  the  Niagara  in  co-operation  with  gene 
arrison.  As  the  route  to  Sacket^s  Harbor  and  to  Niagara,  is 
a  considerable  distance  the  same,  it  mav  be  well  to  intim^^rte* 
even  in  orders,  that  the  latter  is  the  destination  of  the  fc^^^ 
brigades  now  at  lake  Champlain. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Mijor  Gen.  H.  Deaxhom. 


135 
MASSACRE  AT  FRENCH  TOWN. 

IfEADVILLB  CPENNSYLVANIA,)  Fcbruuy  20th,  1813. 

At  a  meeting  at  Erie,  Pennsjlvaiiia,  of  the  following  named 
officers  who  Burvived  the  battle  at  French  Town,  on  the  river 
Raisin,  viz:  Captains  Uriel  Sebree,  Samuel  L.  Williams,  Cole- 
aaaH  Collins,  and  Richard  Bledsoe ;  Lieutenants  Djndon,  Corn- 
stock  and  Higgins ;  Ensisns  Thomas  M'Guine  and  Harrow  :— 
Captain  Williams  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  John  Becklej  (one 
of  the  vohinteers)  appointed  secretary ;  when  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  introduced,  and  unanimously  adopted  : 

¥9^htreas  it  is  deemed  necessary  that  our  fellow  citizens  should 
be  informed  of  the  late  perfidious  and  brutal  acts  of  the  British 

f^^emment,  performed  by  their  officers  at  the  battle  of  French 
owm  :  Resolved^  That  the  following  statement  of  the  conduct  of 
the  British  officers,  be  published  to  our  countrymen  : 

That  when  general  Winchester  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  22d 

of  January,  1813,  and  brought  before  colonel  Proctor,  the  British 

commander,  he  directed  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Americans 

(major  Madison)  to  surrender.    Major  Madison  refused  so  to  do, 

Yinleas  those  surrendered  should  be  free  from  savage  massacre ; 

tills  was  agreed  to  \  and  the  British  officers  pledged  themselves 

%o  leave  a  sufficient  force  with'the  wounded  to  protect  them,  and 

tiiat  they  should  be  conveyed  to  Maiden  the  next  morning.  Thej 

Ukewise  promised  to  return  to  the  officers  their  arms  at  Maiden* 

Captain  N.  G.  F.  Hart,  inspector  to  the  north-western  army» 

being  among  the  wounded,  it  was  proposed  by  his  friends,  that 

tfiey  should  carry  him  with  them  :  this  they  were  prevented  from 

4oing  by  captain  Elliot!,*  a  British  officer,  and  an  old  acquain- 

'tance  oi  captain   Hart's,  who  promised  captain  Hart  his  special 

protection— -to  convey  him  in  his  own  sleigh  to  Maiden  that 

evening,  and  informing  him  that  he  should  be  welcome  to  remain 

at  bis  house  there,  until  he  should  recover. 

These  were  the  promises  of  the  British,  let  our  countrymen  and 
.Ae  world  see  how  they  were  fulfilled. 

At  the  break  of  day  next  morning  the  savages  were  suffered  to 
tommit  every  depredation  upon  our  wounded  which  they  pleased 
Jhi  iniiscrimintUe  slaughter  took  place^  of  all  who  were  unable  to 
walk,  many  were  tomahawked,  and  many  were  burned  alive  in  the 
houses*  Amone  the  unfortunate  thus  murdered,  it  is  with  regret 
and  sorrow  we  have  to  name  captains  Hart  and  Hickman. 

The  arms  of  the  officers,  as  promised,  were  never  returned. 
Every  species  of  private  property  remaining  in  the  tents,  be- 
longing to  both  officers  and  solJiers,  were  plundered  by  the 
•avages. 

*  Thb  Elliott  is  nephew  to  the  savage  colonel  EIKotl ;  he  once  held  a 
csDouDUiton  in  the  United  States*  army. 
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Resolved,  That  in  consideration  of  the  high  respect  we  hold 
the  memories  of  both  officers  and  soldiers  who  were  thus  cruelly 
murdered,  by  permission  of  the  British  commander,  Froctor^  and 
his  subalterns,  and  those  who  gloriously  fell  in  ^e  field,  defending 
Ae  only  fret  government  on  earthy  that  each  of  us  wear  black 
crape  on  our  hats  and  left  arm  for  the  space  of  ninety  days. 

Uesolved,  That  a  similar  procedure,  testifying  their  respect 
for  those  who  were  murderea  and  fell  on  that  day,  be  recom- 
mended to  our  brother  officers  and  soldiers,  who  sufviTed  it. 

SAMUEL  WILLI AMS»  PPesufenf. 

Joma  Bmckimj,  Secretary. 


NEAR  OGDENSBURG,  February  fi^d,  1813. 
SIR,      ' 

I  have  only  time  to  inform  you  that  the  enemy,  with  a  very 
superior  force,  succeeded  in  taken  Ogdensburg  this  morning 
about  9  o'clock.  They  had  about  two  men  to  our  one,  exclusive 
of  Indians.  Numbers  of  the  enemy  are  dead  on  the  field.  Not 
more  than  twenty  of  our  men  killed  and  wounded.  Lieutenant 
Beard  is  among  the  latter. 

I  have  made  a  saving  retreat  of  about  eight  or  nine  miles.  I 
could  not  get  all  the  wounded  offl  We  have  killed  two  of  the 
enemy  to  one  of  ours  killed  by  them.  We  want  ammunition  and 
some  provisions  sent  on  to  us ;  also  sleighs  for  the  wounded. 

If  you  can  send  me  three  hundred  men  aU  shall  be  retaken^  and 
Prescott  too,  or  I  will  lose  my  life  in  the  attempt.  I  shall  writt 
you  more  particularly  to-day. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  FORSYTH. 

General  Macomb. 


MESSAGE  OF  MR.  MADISON. 
!lb  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States^ 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  a  proclamation  of  the  Britisli 
lieutenant-governor  of  the  island  of  Bermuda,  which  has  appeared 
under  circumstances  leaving  no  doubt  of  its  authenticity.  It 
recites  a  British  order  in  council  of  the  26th  of  October  last, 
providing  for  the  supply  of  the  British  West  Indies,  and  other 
colonial  possessions,  by  a  trade  under  special  licenses,  and  is 
accompanied  by  a  circular  instruction  to  the  colonial  governors* 
which  confines  licensed  importations  from  ports  of  the  United 
States  to  the  ports  of  the  eastern  states  exclusively. 

The  government  of  Great  Britain  had  already  introduced  ints 
her  commercey  during  the  war,  a  system*  which,  at  once  violatiii^ 
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l^tt  of  other  nations,  and  resting  on  a  mass  of  fomrj  and 
T  unknown  to  other  times,  was  making  an  unrortnnate 
M  in  nnderminine  those  principles  of  morality  and  religioii 
are  the  best  foundation  of  national  happiness. 
1  policy  now  proclaimed  to  the  world,  introduces  into  her 
of  warfare,  a  system  equally  distinguished  by  the  deformity 
features,  and  the  depravity  of  its  character ;  having  for  its 
to  dissolve  the  ties  of  allegiance,  and  die  sentiments  of 
f  in  the  adversary  nation,  and  to  reduce  and  separate  its 
nent  parts,  the  one  from  the  other, 
general  tendency  of  these  demoralizing  and  disorganizing 
ranees  will  be  reprobated  by  the  civilized  and  christian 
;  and  the  insulting  attempt  on  the  virtue,  the  honour,  the 
tism,  and  the  fidelity  of  our  brethren  of  the  eastern  states, 
it  fail  to  call  forth  aU  their  indignation  and  resentment,  and 
.ch  more  and  more  all  the  states  to  that  happy  union  and 
tution,  against  which  such  insidious  and  muignant  artifices 
■ected. 

:  better  to  guard,  nevertheless,  against  the  effect  of  indivi- 
upidity  and  treachery,  and  to  turn  tiie  corrupt  project  of 
einy  against  himself,  I  recommend  to  the  consideration  of 
ess,  the  expediency  of  an  effectual  prohibition  of  any  trade 
ver,  by  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  under 
I  licenses,  whether  relating  to  persons  or  ports,  and  in  aid 
€  a  prohibition  of  exportations  from  the  United  States  in 
8  bottoms,  few  of  which  are  actually  employed,  whilst  moU 
ig  counterfeits  of  their  flags  and  papers,  are  covering  and 
raging  the  navigation  of  the  enemy. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

nary  24th,  1813. 


SACKETTS  HARBOR,  Much  3d,  1813. 

Ia\ingbeen  informed  that  sir  George  Prevosthad  adjoomed 
gislature  at  Quebec,  assigning  as  his  motive  that  his  majea- 
ervice  required  his  presence  m  Upper  Canada ;  and  havinc 
red  certain  information  of  his  having  passed  Montreal,  ana 
{  arrived  at  Kingston,  I  set  out  immediately  for  this  place* 
g  ordered  the  force  at  Greenbush,  and  part  of  colonel  Pike's 
and,  in  sleighs  for  this  place.  I  arrived  here  in  fiftr-two 
.  I  am  now  satisfied  from  such  information  as  is  entitled  to 
redit,  that  a  force  has  been  collected  from  Quebec,  Montreal* 
'^pper  Canada,  of  from  six  to  ei^t  thousand  men*  at  Kinntim* 
liat  we  may  expect  an  attack  in  forty-eight  hoars  ana  per* 
looner. 

ft  militia  have  been  called  in,  and  every  eflfort  will,  I  tmst^he 
to  defend  the  post ;  but  1  fear  neither  the  troops  from  Greea- 
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tniih  nor  Plattsbur^  will  arriTe  in  season  to  aftbrd  their  %|d«  I 
ahould  feel  easier  if  colonel  Fike  sliould  arrive  in  season.  I  am  in 
want  of  officers  of  experience.  1  have  sent  expresses  to  have 
them  hurried  on.  Commodore  Chauncey  has  not  arrived ;  he 
will  be  here  to-morrow.  The  armed  vessels  have  not  been  placed 
in  the  positions  intended  by  the  commodore.  Our  total  force  maj 
be  estimated  at  nearly  3000  of  all  descriptions. 

Sir  George  Prevost  is  rcpi*esented  to  be  determined  to  effect 
his  object  at  all  events,  and  will  undoubtedly  make  e^ery  eflbrtin 
his  power  for  tlie  puriiose.  W  e  shall,  I  trust,  give  him  a  warm 
reception ;  but  if  his  Torce  is  such  as  is  expected,  and  should  make 
an  attack  before  our  troops  arrive  from  Greenbush  and  Flattsbui^;^ 
at  Sackett's  Haibor,  the  result  may  at  leant  be  doubtful. 

i  Iiave  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 
H.  DEARBORN. 

Honourable  John  Armstrong. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  FRANKLINTON,  March  13tb,  1813. 
SIR, 

I  had  the  honour  to  inform  you  in  my  letter  of  the  25th  ulti* 
mo,  that  I  had  organized  a  detachment  for  the  purpose  of  striking 
a  blow  at  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  enemy  lyin;!;  near  Maiden. 
Captain  Lani^am,  with  abouttwo  hundred  and'  fifty  men,  in  thirtj 
sleds  and  sleighs,  set  out  from  Lower  Sandusky  on  the  2d  instant 
and  proceeded  as  far  as  Bass  island,  in  the  lake,  without  difficulty. 
Contrary,  however,  to  the  experience  of  former  years,   the  lake 
beyond  was  found  to  be  entirely  open,     lie  was  therefore  obliged 
to  return  to  the  Miami  bay,  where  1  met  him  with  a  detachment:^ 
tiiat  was  intended  to  cover  Vis  retreat.     Finding  that  tiie  ori|pn 
design  was  rendered  abortive,  I  had  determined  upon  an  expedi-— 
tion  to  the  river  Raisin,  for  tlie  purpose  of  burying  the  remains  o 
our  unfortunate  countrymen  wno  tell  on  the  ^^2(1  January.     Bai 
the  ice  was  so  weak  as  no  longer  to  at!*ord  a  safe  passage  along 
edge  of  the  lake.    Our  horses  were  constantly  breaking  thnni 
and  one  man  was  unfoitunateiy  drowned.     I  therefore  returne 
camp  with  the  whole  detachment,  and  on  tlie  Tth  instant  set 
for  tnis  place.    I  left  ^neral  Left  wich  in  command  at  camp 
Indeed  the  cause  which  prevented  the  advance  of  my  detachmciL^ 
to  tlie  river  Raisin,  would  also  prevent  tlie  enemy  from  approaching 
the  Rapids,  at  least  with  artillery. 

1  have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  a  plan  of  camp  Mdgi* 
The  redoubt  marked  F.  is  yet  to  be  erected. 

Colonel  Morrison  has  determined  to  resign  his  appointment  ai 
deputy  quarter  master  general.    There  is  not  a  man  in  the  U&itcl 
States  wiio  is,  in  my  opinion,  capable  of  discharging  the  dntiM  4 
that  de))artment  with  as  much  advantage  to  the  public  as  himwlt. 
He  is  lost  to  tlie  service  in  consequence  of  the  singular 
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t  which  was  made  by  the  late  secretary  of  war,  of  sendinr  on 
ler  deputy  quarter  master  general  with  equal  powers  to  those 
id  in  colonel  Morrison.  Since  the  departure  of  captain  Piattj 
B  UAed  my  utmost  endeavours  to  prevail  upon  colonel  Morrison 
ntinue  in  service,  but  he  perseveres  in  his  determination  to 
i  at  the  end  of  this  month.  A  report  has  reached  us  this 
tDg  that  g:eneral  Lewis  is  appointed  a  major  general.  Should 
le  the  case,  I  am  convinced  tlmt  the  interets  of  our  country 
I  be  greatly  promoted  by  the  appointment  of  colonel  Morrison 
sceed  him.  The  duties  of  qutiHer  master  to  the  north  west- 
*iny,  do  not  require  so  much  military  information  as  is  neces- 
^m  the  officer  at  the  head  of  that  department  in  the  other 
»n8  of  the  union.  An  intimate  knowledge  of  the  western 
rry  and  its  resources,  with  integrity  and  activity,  are  the 
tial  qualifications.  ITiese  are  possessed  by  John  C.  Bartlett, 
LCting  at  present  as  field  commissary  in  an  eminent  degree, 
ould  possess  moreover  the  confidence  of  the  western  country* 
i^ularly  of  Kentucky. 

Ave  not  yet  had  the  honour  to  receive  any  communication 
yoa  upon  the  subject  of  the  organization  of  the  force  for  the 
ing  campaign. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 
e  Secretaiy  of  War. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  CHIUCOTHB,  March  ITth,  1813. 

The  kno^vn  candour  of  your  character  is  a  sufficient  security 
nj  receiving  your  pardon  for  the  liberty  [  take  in  making 
ctions  to  the  plan  of  operations  communicated  in  your  letter 
le  5th  instant.     If  there  is  a  positive  certainty  of  our  setting 
command  of  lake  Erie,  and  navine  a  regular  force  of  three 
tsand  five  hundred,  or  even  three  thousand,  well  disciplined 
I,  the  proposed  plan  of  setting  out  from  Cleveland,  and  land- 
on  the  northern  shore  below  Maiden,  would  perhaps  be  the 
bj  which  that  place  and  its  dependencies  could  be  most 
ly  reduced.    I  am  unacquainted  with  the  extent  of  the  prepa- 
ona  that  are  making  to  obtain  the  naval  superiority  on  lake 
s ;  but,  should  they  fail,  and  the  troops  be  assembled  at  Cleve- 
I,  it  would  be  difficult  to  get  again  upon  the  proper  track  for 
ling  the  attack  round  the  head  of  the  lake.    The  attempt  to 
(S  &e  lake  from  Cleveland  should  not  be  made  with  any  other 
11  well  disciplined  troops.     A  comparativjely  smaller  number 
nen  of  this  descnption  could  effect  the  object,  and  for  those 
means  of  conveyance  might  be  obtained ;  but  the  means  of 
isporting  such  ki\  army  as  would  be  required  of  militia,  or 
liaciplined  regulars,  could  not  be  procured.    I  can  see  bo 
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reason  why  Gleveland  should  be  preferred  m  the  *pottit  of  em* 
barkation  for  the  troops,  or  the  deposit  for  the  provisions  and 
stores.  These  are  already  accumulated  at  the  Rapids  of  Miami, 
or  in  situations  easily  to  be  sent  thither,  to  an  amount  nearlr 
equal  to  the  consumption  of  a  protracted  campai^.  Althou^ 
the  expense  and  difficulty  of  transporting  the  provisions,  aFtiUenr» 
and  stores  for  an  army,  round  the  head  of  the  lake,  would  be 
very  considerable,  the  lake  being  possessed  by  our  ships,  and  the 
heavy  bamige  taken  in  boats  along  the  margin,  the  troops  would 
find  no  difficulty  in  the  land  route*  The  force  contemplated  in 
your  letter  is,  in  my  opinion,  not  sufficient  to  secure  success. 
Admitting  that  the  whole  should  be  raised  by  the  time  pointed 
out,  they  would  be  very  little  superior  to  militia;  the  officers 
having,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  to  learn  their  duty  before  they 
could  instruct  their  men ;  we  have,  therefore,  no  alternative  but 
to  make  up  by  numbers  the  deficiency  in  discipline. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  intolerable  expense  which  attends 
the  employment  of  a  large  militia  force.     We  are  now,  however* 
in  a  situation  to  avoid  Siose  errors,  which  made  that  of  the  last 
campaign  so  peculiarly  heavy.    Our  supplies  are  procured,  and 
so  deposited,  that  the  period  for  the  marcn  of  the  army  from  the 
advanced  posts  can  be  ascertained  to  an  hour,  and  of  course  the 
troops  need  not  be  called  out  until  the  moment  they  are  to  act- 
Experience  has  convinced  me  that  militia  are  more  efficient  in 
the  early,  than  in  the  latter  part  of  their  service.    Upon   the 
whole,  it  is  my  decided  opinion  that  the  Rapids  of  Miami  should 
be  the  point  of  rendezvous  for  the  troops,  as  well  as  the  principal 
depot ;  indeed  it  must  necessarily  be  the  first  deposit^ — ^the  pro- 
visions of  the  army  are  so  placed,  that  they  can  oe  taken  to  the 
lake  in  no  other  way.    The  artillery  and  a  considerable  supply  of 
ammunition  are  already  there.    Boats  and  perogues  have  been 
built  in  considerable  numbers  on  the  Auglaize  and  St.  Mary's  ri- 
vers ;  and  every  exertion  is  now  making  to  increase  them,  intended 
for  the  double  purpose  of  taking  down  the  provisions  to  the  Ra- 
pids, and  for  coasting  the  lake  with  the  baggage  of  the  army  in 
its  advance.    I  had  odculated  on  being  able  partially  to  use  this 
mode  of  transportation,  even  if  the  enemy  should  continue  his 
naval  superionty  on  the  lake ;  but  with  this  advantage  on  our  side, 
the  whole  baggage  of  the  army  could  be  safely  and  expeditiously 
carried  along  the  coast  in  the  boats  and  perogues,  wnich  could 
be  taken  into  the  strait  to  transport  the  army  to  the  Canada  shore. 
As  I  have  before  observed,  the  army,  unincumbered  with  heavy 
baggage,  would  find  no  difficulty  in  marching  round  the  lake  at 
any  season,  but  what  the  enemy  would  create,  and  we  have  the 
means  of  subsisting  a  force  that  would  be  irresistible. 

The  objections  to  proceeding  this  way,  stated  in  my  letter  to 
colonel  Monroe,  arose  from  the  time  that  would  be  necessary  to 
construct  boats  after  we  should  have  arrived  at  the  strait  ;*b«t 
Itus  «fajectioii  is  entirely  obviated^  by -our  obtaining  the  comnuuid 
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»f  the  lake*  ar  the  beats  and  perogues  built  upon  the  Miami  will 

inswer  the  purpose.    With  regard  to  the  quantum  of  force,  mjr 

^^pinifflOi  i8»  that  not  only  the  regular  troops,  designated  in  your  iet^ 

-ifc4:r,  bat  a  lacge  auxiliary  corps  of  muitia  should  be  employed. 

^*fae  only  objection  arises  from  the  expensiveness  of  troops  of  that 

^lescription.    This,  however,  could  not  be  an  object,  consider* 

wig  tlie  very  short  time  tluit  it  would  be  necessary  to  employ  thern^ 

M^t  the  moment  for  the  commencement  of  the  march  from  th^ 

XIapids  be  fixed,  and  the  militia  might  be  taken  to  that  poinj^ 

yroceed  and  accomplish  the  object,  and  return  home  in  tw» 

jBontha. 

Amongst  the  reasons  which  make  it  necessary  to  employ  a  large 

ibrce,  I  am  sorry  to  mention  the  dismay  and  disinclination  to  the 

mtrw\ce  which  appears  to  prevail  in  the  western  country.  Numbers 

vinst  give  that  confidence  which  ought  to  be  produced  by  con- 

'scioaa  valour  and  intrepidity,  which  never  existed  in  any  army  ii^  a 

superior  degree,  than  amon^t  the  great  part  ef  the  militia  which 

were  with  me  through  the  winter.    The  new  drafts  from  this  state 

are  entirely  of  another  character,  and  are  not  to  be  depended  upon. 

I  have  no  doubt,  however,  but  a  sufiicient  number  of  good  men 

can  be  procured,  and  should  they  be  allowed  to  serve  on  horse-^ 

back,  Kentucky  would  furnish  some  regiments  that  would  not  be 

inferior  to  those  that  fought  at  the  river  Raisin,  and  they  were,  in 

my  opinion,  superior  to  any  militia  that  ever  took  the  field  in 

modem  times.    Eight  troops  of  cavalry  have  been  formed  in 

Kentucky  to  offer  me  their  service ;  and  several  of  tkem  were 

intended  for  twelve  month's  volunteers.    Governor  Shelby  haa 

aone  thought  of  taking  the  field  in  person — a  number  of  good 

men  will  follow  him.    He  thinks  that  an  address  from  me  to  the 

people  of  the  state  would  produce  a  good  effect.  1  have  strong 

abjections  to  those  addresses,  but  will  nevertheless  have  recourse 

to  one,  should  other  means  fail  of  bringing  forward  a  sufficient 

fnce.  Every  exertion  shall,  in  the  mean  time,  be  used  to  forward 

tte  recruiting  serrice ;  for  a  few  weeks  I  think  that  my  services 

would  be  more  useful  in  that,  than  any  other  employment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  yours,  &c. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 
Hon.  John  Annstrong^. 


irXlTED  STATE8'  SHIP  HORNET, 

Holmes'  Hole^  March  19tli,  1813. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival*  at  this  port, 
of  the  United  States'  ship  Hornet,  under  my  command,  from  a 
cruiae  sf  145  days,  and  to  state  to  you,  that  after  commodore 
Bainbridge  left  the  coast  of  Brazils,  (on  the  6th  of  January  last,) 
the  Hornet  continued  off  the  harbour  ni  SU  8al?ndor,  blockading 
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At  Bonne  Citojenne  until  the  S4th,  when  the  Montaje:u  74  horn 
in  sight  and  chased  me  into  the  harbour ;  but  nieht  com3ng  on,  I 
wore  and  stood  to  the  southward.  Knowing  that  she  had  left 
Rio  Janeiro  for  the  express  purpose  of  relieving  the  Bonne  Cito- 
jenne and  the  packet,  (whicn  I  nad  also  blockaded  for  fourteea 
days,  and  obliged  her  to  send  her  mail  to  Rio,  in  a  Portuguese 
imack,)  I  judged  it  most  prudent  to  change  my  cruising  ground, 
and  stood  to  the  eastward,  with  the  view  of  cruising  off  Pernam- 
buco, — and  on  the  4th  day  of  February,  captured  the  English  brig 
Resolution,  from  Rio  Janeiro,  bound  to  Moranham,  with  coffee, 
jerked  beef,  flour,  fustic  and  butter,  and  about  25,000  dollars  in 
specie.  As  the  brig  sailed  dull,  and  could  ill  spare  hands  to  man 
her,  I  took  out  the  money  and  set  her  on  fire.  I  then  run  down 
the  coast  for  Moranham,  and  cruised  there  a  short  time ;  from 
thence  ran  off  Surrinam.  After  cruising  off  that  coast  from  the 
5th  to  the  22d  of  February,  without  meeting  a  vessel,  [  stood  for 
Demarara,  with  an  intention,  should  I  not  be  fortunate  on  that 
•tation,  to  run  through  the  West  Indies,  on  my  way  to  the  United 
States.  But  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  I  discovered  a  brig  to 
leeward,  to  which  I  gave  chase ;  ran  into  quarter  less  four,  and 
not  having  a  pilot,  was  obliged  to  haul  off— the  fort  at  the  entrance 
ef  Damarara  river  at  this  time  bearing  south  west,  distance  about 
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der  to  get  at  ner,  at  half  past  3  P.  M.  I  discovered  another  sail 
on  my  weather  quarter,  edging  down  for  us.  At  4  20  minutes  she 
hoisted  English  colours,  at  which  time  we  discovered  her  to  be  a 
lar^  man  of  war  brig ; — beat  to  quarters,  and  cleared  ship  for 
action ;  kept  close  by  the  wind,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  set  the 
weather  gage.  At  5  10  minutes,  finding  I  could  weather  uie  ene- 
my, I  hoisted  American  colours,  and  tacked.  At  5  20  minutes, 
in  passing  each  other,  exchanged  broadsides  within  half  pistol 
shot.  Oracrving  the  enemy  in  the  act  of  wearing,  I  bore  up, 
received  his  starboard  broadside,  ran  him  close  on  board  on  the 
starboard  quarter,  and  kept  up  such  a  heavy  and  well  directed 
fire,  that  in  less  thiui  fifteen  minutes  he  surrendered,  being  lite- 
rally cut  to  pieces,  and  hoisted  an  ensign,  union  down,  from  his 
fore  rigging,  as  a  si^al  of  distress.  Shortly  after,  his  main -mast 
went  by  the  board  :— despatched  lieutenant  Shubrick  on  board, 
who  soon  returned  with  her  first  lieutenant,  who  reported  her  to 
be  his  Britannic  majesty's  late  brig  Peacock,  commanded  by  cap- 
tain William  Peake,  who  fell  in  the  latter  part  of  the  action — ^that 
a  number  of  her  crew  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  that  she  was 
sinking  fast,  having  then  six  feet  of  water  in  her  hold  :-^es- 
patched  the  boats  immediately  for  the  wounded,  and  brought  botii 
vessels  to  anchor.  Such  shot  holes  as  could  be  got  at,  were  then 
plujffied ;  her  guns  thrown  overboard,  and  every  possible  exertion 
uBMi  to  keep  her  afloat,  until  the  prisoners  coulu  be  i-emoved,  l^ 
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ing  and  bailing,  but  without  effect,  and  she  unfortunately 
in  five  and  a  half  fathoms  waters,  caiTjin|j  down  thirteen  of 
"en,  and  tiiree  of  my  brave  fellows,  viz :  John  Hart,  Jose{A 
uns,  and  Hannibal  Boyd.  Lieutenant  Conner,  midsliipman 
T,  and  the  remainder  of  the  Hornet^s  crew,  employed  in 
ine  the  prisoners,  with  difficulty  saved  themselves  by  jump- 
a  Doat  that  was  lyine  on  her  bows  as  she  went  down.  Four 
of  the  thirteen  mentioned,  were  so  foi-tunate  as  to  gain  the 
p^  and  were  afterwards  taken  off  by  the  boats.  Previous  tm 
ling  down,  four  of  lier  men  took  to  her  stern  boat,  which  had 
nuch  damaged  during  the  action,  which  1  hope  reached  the 
in  safety :  but  from  the  heavy  sea  running  at  the  time,  the 
red  state  of  the  boat,  and  die  difficulty  of  landing  on  the 
I  much  fear  tliey  were  lost.  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascer«» 
■om  her  officers  the  exact  number  killed.  Captain  Peake 
>ur  men  were  found  dead  on  board.  The  master,  one  mid- 
an,  carpenter,  and  captain's  clerk,  and  twenty -nine  seamea 
wounded,  most  of  them  very  severely,  three  of  whom  died 
:ir  wounds  after  being  removed,  and  nine  drowned.  Our 
vas  trifling  in  comparison.  John  Place,  killed ;  Samuel 
an  and  Joseph  Dalryinple,  slightly  wounded ;  George  Coffin 
iBwis  Todd,  severely  burnt  by  the  explosion  of  a  cartridge, 
survived  only  a  few  days.  Our  rigging  and  sails  were  much 
)ne  shot  through  the  fore-mast,  and  the  bowsprit  slightly 
d.  Our  hull  received  little  or  no  daina^.  At  the  time  tlie 
ck  was  brought  to  action,  the  L'Espcigle,  (the  brig  men- 
I  above  as  being  at  anchor)  mounting  sixteen  two  and  thirty 
I  carronades,  and  two  long  nines,  lay  about  six  miles  in  shore, 
Duld  plainly  see  tiie  whole  of  the  action.  Apprehensive  that 
ould  beat  out  to  the  assistance  of  her  consort,  such  exertions 
made  by  my  officers  and  crew  in  repairing  damages,  &x:« 
y  9  o'clock  the  boats  were  stowed,  a  new  set  of  sads  bent, 
le  ship  completely  ready  for  action.  At  2  A.  M.  got  under 
,  and  stood  by  the  wind  to  the  northward  and  westward, 
easy  sail. 

mustering  next  morning,  found  we  had  ^77  souls  on  board, 
ling  the  crew  of  tlie  American  brig  Hunter,  of  Portland, 
a  Tew  days  before  by  the  Peacock.  And,  as  we  had  been 
Q-thirds  allowance  oi  provisions  for  soine  time,  and  had  but 
gallons  of  water  on  board,  I  reduced  the  allowance  to  three 
a  man,  and  determined  to  make  die  best  of  my  way  to  the 
d  States. 

s  Peacock  was  deservedly  styled  one  of  tlie  finest  vessels 
*  class  in  the  Britisli  navy,  pVobably  about  the  tonnage  of 
omet.  Her  beam  was  greater  by  five  incites ;  but  her  ex- 
length  not  so  great  by  four  feet.  She  mounted  sixteen 
y*four  pound  carronades,  two  long  nines,  one  twelve  pound 
lade  on  her  top-^llaiit-forecaHtle,  as  a  shifting  gun,  and  one 
r  six  pounder,  and  two  swivels  mounted  aft.    1  find  by  hoc 
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quarter  bill»  that  her  crew  consisted  of  IM  men,  four  of  whoa 
were  absent  in  a  prize. 

The  cool  and  determined  conduct  of  my  officers  and  crew  dnr 

ingthe  action,  and  their  almost  unexampled  exertions  afterwardi^.^, 
entitle  them  to  my  warmest  acknowledgments,  and  1  beg  leaver 
most  earnestly  to  recommend  them  to  the  notice  of  government.^ : 

By  the  inmsposition  of  lieutenant  Stewart,  I  was  deprived  ol^ 
tte  services  of  an  excellent  officer :  had  he  been  able  to  standi 
the  deck,  I  am  confident  his  exertions  would  not  have  been  sur — 
passed  by  any  one  on  board.    1  should  be  doing  injustice  to  thi 
Mierits  uf  lieutenant  Shubrick,  and  acting  lieutenants  Conner  ani 
Newton,  were  I  not  to  recommend  them  particularly  to  yonr  no- 
tice.   Lieutenant  Shubrick  was  in  the  actions  with  the  Guenw^ 
and  Java.    Captain  Hull  and  commodore  Bainbiidge  can  _ 

testimony  as  to  his  coolness  and  good  conduct  on  both  occaaionfl^^^^i 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  remain,  &c. 

JAMES 

Bon.  Wm.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S.  At  the  commencement  of  the  action  my  sailing  m; 
and  seven  men  were  absent  in  a  prize,  and  lieutenant  Stewart 
fix  men  on  the  sick  list. 


BRIGADE  ORDER. 

SACKETT'S  HARBOR,  April  35th,  1813. 


When  the  debarkation  shall  take  place  on  the  enemy's  s) 
major  Foray th's  lieht  troops,  formed  in  four  platoons,  shall  be 
landed.    They  w Hi  advance  a  small  distance  from  the  shore, 
form  the  chain  to  cover  the  landing  of  the  troops.    They  will 
fire,  unless  they  discover  the  approach  of  a  body  of  the  ene 
but  will  make  prisoners  of  every  person  who  may  be  passing, 
send  to  the  general.    They  will  be  followed  by  the  regime 
platoons  of  the  first  bri;s;acle,  with  two  pieces  of  brook's  artili 
one  on  the  ridit  and  one  on  the  left  flank,  covered  by  their  m 
Jcetry,  and  the  small  defacliments  of  riflemen,  of  the  15th 
I6th  infantry.    Then  will  be  landed  the  three  platoons  of 
reserve  of  the  first  bnn;ade,  under  major  Swan ;  then  major  Eu^  "^^ 
with  his  train  of  artillery,  co\  ered  by  his  own  musketry ;  tl"*^ 
colonel  M*Cluro*s  volunteers  in  four  platoons,  followed  by    '^ 
31st  regiment,  in  six  platoons.    When  the  troops  shall  moT9   Ul 
column,  either  to  meet  the  enemy  or  take  a  position,  it  mill  b0  a 
the  following  order,  viz:    1st,  rors>^'s  riflemen,  with  prosper 
front  and  flank  guards ;  the  regiments  of  the  first  brigade,  witt 
their  pieces;  then  three  platoons  of  reserve ;  major  Euatia^s  trtU 
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lery ;  volunteer  corps ;  twenty -first  regiment ;  each  com 
I  out  proper  flank -guards.  When  the  enemj  shall  be  dis- 
[  in  front,  the  riflemen  will  form  the  chain,  and  maintain 
ound,  until  they  haVe  the  signal  (the  preparative)  or  receive 

0  retire,  at  winch  they  will  retreat  with  the  greatest  velo- 
d  form  equally  on  tlie  two  flanks  of  the  regiments  of  the 
igade,  and  then  renew  their  fire.  The  three  reserve  pla« 
rthis  line  will  form  under  tlie  orders  of  major  Swan,  one 

1  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  colours,  ready  to  support  any 
liich  may  show  an  unsteady  countenance.  Major  Eustis 
.  train  will  form  in  the  rear  of  tliis  reserve,  ready  to  act 
circumstances  may  dictate. 

second  line  will  5e  coniposcd  of  the  21st  infantry,  in  six 
8,  flanked  by  colonel  M'Clure^s  volunteers,  equally  divided, 

troops.     The  whole  under  the  orders  of  colonel  Ripley* 
expected  that  every  corps  will  be  mindful  of  the  honour  of 
erican  arms,  and  the  disgraces  which  have  recently  tarnish- 
aims ;  and  endeavour,  by  a  cool  and  detennined  discliai^ 
r  dutv,  to  support  the  one,  and  wipe  off  the  other.    The 
n  in  front  will  maintain  their  ground  at  all  hazards,  until 
1  to  retire,  as  will  every  corps  of  the,  army.    With  an  as- 
^  of  being  duly  supported,  should  the  commanding  general 
prudent  to  withdraw  the  front  line,  he  will  give  oraers  to 
►y  tlie  heads  of  platoons,  covered  by  the  riflemen  ;  and  the 
line  will  advance  by  the  heads  of  platoons,  pass  Uie  inter- 
nd  form  the  line ;  call  in  the  light  troops,  and  renew  the 
:  but  the  general  may  find  it  proper  to  bring  up  the  second 
[  one  or  both  flanks,  to  charge  in  columns,  or  perform  a  variety 
louvres  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  foresee.    But  as  a 
I  rule,  wliatever  may  be  the  directions  of  line  at  the  com- 
ment of  the  action,  the  corps  will  form  as  before  directed. 
f  tlien  advance  in  line,  it  may  be  in  parallel  eschelons  of 
IS,  or  otherwise,  as  the  ground!  or  circumstances  may  die- 
man  will  load  until  ordered,  except  the  light  troops  in  front, 
rithin  a  short  distance  of  the  enemy,  anuthen  charge  bano' 
thus  letting  the  enemy  see,  that  we  can  meet  them  with 
wn  weapons.   Any  man  firing,  or  quitting  his  post,  without 
,  must  be  put  to  ituitani  death,  as  an  example  may  be  neces- 

Platoon  officers  will  pay  the  greatest  attention  to  the  cool-- 
id  aim  of  their  men  in  the  fire ;  tlieir  regularity  and  dress* 
the  charge.    The  field  officers  will  watch  over  the  conduct 

whole.  Courage  and  bravery  in  the  field  do  not  more  dis- 
sh  the  soldier,  than  humanity  after  victory ;  and  whatever 
des  the  savage  allies  of  our  enemies  may  have  given  us,  the 
il  confident)  y  hopes,  that  the  blood  of  an  unresistinK  or 
Qg  enemy,  wDl  never  stain  the  weapons  of  the  soldiers  ojhi$ 

n. 

\9 


146 

The  unoffending  citizens  of  Canada  are  many  of  them  our  own 
countrymen,  and  the  poor  Canadians  have  been  forced  into  the 
war.  Their  property,  therefore,  must  be  held  sacred ;  and  any 
soldier  who  snail  so  far  neglect  the  honour  of  his  profession  as  to 
be  guilty  of  plundering  uie  inhabitants,  shall,  if  convicted,  be 
punished  with  death,  but  the  commanding  general  assures  the 
troops,  that  should  they  capture  a  large  quantity  of  public  stores^ 
he  will  use  his  best  enaeavours  to  procure  them  a  reward  from  his 
government. 

This  order  shall  be  read  at  the  head  of  each  corps,  and  every 
field  officer  shall  carry  a  copy,  in  order  that  he  may  at  any  mo- 
ment refer  to  it ;  and  give  explanations  to  his  subordinates. 

All  those  found  in  arms  in  tiie  enemy's  country,  shall  be  treated 
as  enemies ;  but  those  who  are  peaceably  following  tlie  pursuits 
of  their  various  vocations,  friends — and  their  property  respect* 

ed. 

By  order  of  the  brigadier  general, 

Z.  M.  PIKE. 

CUAMLEB  G.  Joint, 

•Mistant  ftid-de-camp. 


UNITED  STATES'  SHIP  MADISON, 

At  anchor  off  York,  Upper  Canada,  April  28th,  1813. 

SIR, 

Agreeably  to  your  instructions  and  arrangements  with  major 
general  Dearborn,  1  took  on  board  the  squadnm  under  my  com- 
mand, the  general  and  suite,  and  about  1700  troops,  and  left 
Sackett's  Harbor  on  the  25th  instant  for  this  place.  We  arrived 
here  yesterday  morning,  and  took  a  position  about  one  mile  south 
and  westward  of  tlie  enemy's  principal  fort,  and  as  near  tlie  shore 
as  we  could,  with  safety  to  tlie  vessels.  The  place  fixed  upon  by 
the  major  general  and  myself  for  lauding  tlie  troops,  Avas  the  site 
of  the  old  French  fort  larento. 

The  debarkation  commenced  about  8  o^clock  A.  M.  and  was 
completed  about  ten.  The  wind  blowing  heavy  from  the  east- 
ward, the  boats  fell  to  leeward  of  the  position  fixed  upon,  and 
were,  in  consequence,  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  of  the  enemy,  who 
had  taken  a  position  in  a  thick  wood  near  where  the  first  troops 
landed ;  however,  the  cool  intrepidity  of  the  officers  and  men 
overcame  every  obstacle.  Their  attack  upon  the  enemy  was  so 
vigorous,  that  he  fled  in  every  direction,  learing  a  great  many  of 
his  killed  and  wounded  upon  the  field.  As  soon  as  the  troops 
were  landed,  I  directed  the  schooners  to  take  a  position  near  the 
forts,  in  order  that  the  attack  on  them  by  the  army  and  navy  might 
be  simultaneous.  The  schooners  were  obliged  to  beat  up  to  their 
position,  which  they  did  in  a  very  handsome  order,  under  a  very 
heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  took  a  position  witliiii 
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m  hundred  jards  of  their  principal  fort,  and  opened  a 

cannonade  upon  the  enemy,  which  aid  great  execution,  and 

nach  contributed  to  their  final  destruction.    The  troops, 

o  as  landed,  were  formed  under  the  immediate  orders  of 

lier  general  Pike,  who  led  in  a  most  gallant  manner  the  at- 

pon  the  forts,  and  after  having  carried  two  redoubts  in  their 

ich  to  their  principal  works,  the  enemy  (having  previously 

train)  blew  up  his  magazine,  Avhich  in  its  effects  upon  our 

',  was  dreadful,  having  killed  and  wounded  a  CTeat  many» 

nongst  the  former,  the  ever  to  be  lamented  brigadier  general 

who  fell  at  the  head  of  his  column  by  a  contusion  received 

beavy  stone  from  the  maeazipe.    His  death  at  this  time,  is 

to  be  regretted,  as  he  had  the  perfect  confidence  of  the 

^neral;  and   his  kno\vn  activity,  zeal  and  experience» 

his  loss  a  national  one. 

:onsec|uence  of  the  fall  of  general  Pike,  the  command  of 
K)ps  devolved,  for  a  time,  upon  colonel  Pearce,  who  soon 
»ok  possession  of  the  town.  About  2  P.  M.  the  American 
as  substituted  for  the  British,  and  at  about  four  our  troops 
n  quiet  possession  of  the  town.  As  soon  as  general  Dear* 
earned  the  situation  of  general  Pike,  he  landed,  and  assumed 
inmand.  I  have  the  honour  of  enclosing  a  copy  of  the 
lation  which  was  entered  into,  and  approved  by  general 
om  and  myself. 

i  enemy  set  tire  to  some  of  his  principal  stores,  containing 
quantities  of  naval  and  military  stores,  as  well  as  a  large 
ipon  the  stocks,  nearly  finished.  The  only  vessel  found 
8  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  undergoing  repairs.  The  Prince 
t  left  here  on  the  24th,  for  Kington.  We  have  not  yet 
-eturn  made  of  the  naval  and  military  stores  ;  consequently 
rm  no  idea  of  the  (quantity,  but  have  made  arrangements  to 
U  taken  on  board  that  we  can  receive ;  the  rest  ^11  be  des- 
>• 

.▼e  to  regret  the  death  of  midshipmen  Thompson  and  Hat- 
ind  several  seamen  killed — ^the  exact  number  I  do  not 
as  the  returns  from  the  different  vessels  have  not  yet  been 
ed.  From  the  judicious  arrangements  made  by  general 
om,  I  presume  that  the  public  stores  will  be  disposed  of, 
fc  the  troops  will  be  ready  to  re-embark  to  morrow,  and  pro- 
0  execute  other  objects  of  the  expedition  the  first  fair  wind, 
lot  speak  in  too  much  praise  of  the  cool  intrepidity  of  the 
B  and  men  generally,  under  my  command,  and  I  feel  mr- 
irticularly  indebted  to  the  officers  commanding  vessels,  rar 
:eal  in  seconding  my  views. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  yours,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCET. 

able  Winiam  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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HEAD  QUAUTERS,  YORK,  UPPER  CANADA, 

Apnl  28tli,  1813. 

SIR, 

After  a  detention  of  some  days,  by  adverse  winds,  we  v^ 
rived  here  yesterday  morning,  and  at  8  o'clock  commenced  landing 
our  troops,  about  three  miles  westward  of  the  town,  and  one  anC 
a  half  from  the  enemy's  works.  The  wind  was  high  and  in  am 
unfavourable  direction  for  our  boats,  which  prevented  tlie  troops, 
landing  at  a  clear  field,  the  ancient  site  of  the  French  fort  Ta-^ 
rento.  The  unfavourable  wind  prevented  as  many  of  the  armest 
vessels  from  taking  such  positions  as  would  as  etfectually  coveQ 
our  landing,  as  they  otherwise  would  have  done;  but  every  thin^ 
that  could  be  done' was  effected. 

Our  riflemen,  under  major  Forsyth,  first  landed,  under  a  heav^ 
fire  from  Indians  and  other  troops.     General  Sheafl*e  commanded  r 
person.     He  had  collected  his  whole  force  in  tlie  woods,  near  whe.^ 
the  wind  obliged  our  troops  to  land,  consisting  of  about  700  reg^ 
lars  and  militia,  and  1(X)  Indians.     Major  Forsyth  was  support^^ 
as  promptly  as  possible  witli  other  troops ;  but  tlie  contest 
sharp  and  severe  for  near  half  an  hour.     The  enemy  was  repul 
by  a  far  less  number tlian  their  own;  and  as  soon  as  general  ~ 
landed  with  7  or  800  men,  and  the  remainder  (»f  tlie  troops 
pushing  for  the  shore,  the  enemy  retreated  to  their  works ;  an< 
soon  as  the  whole  of  the  troops  had  landed  and  formed  on  the  c 
ground  intended  for  the  first  landing,  they  advanced  throu^^„, 
thick  wood  to  the  open  gi*ound  near  the  enemy 's  w  orks,  and  ca^i!^ 
carrying  one  battery  by  assault,  were  moving  on  in  columns  to- 
wards  the  main  works ;  wiien  the  head  of  the  columns  was  within 
about  sixty  rods  of  the  enemy,  a  tremendous  explosion  occurmf 
from  a  large  magazine  prepared  for  the  purpose,  which  dischaijetf 
such, immense  quantities  of  stone,  as  to  produce  a  most  unforte- 
nate  effect  on  our  troops.    I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  collect  tk 
returns  of  our  killed  and  Avounded,  but  our  loss  by  the  exploMn^ 
must,  I  fear,  exceed  100;  and  among  them,  I  have  to  lament  tbe 
loss  of  the  brave  and  excellent  officer,  brigadier  general  Pike, 
who  received  such  a  contusion  from  a  large  stone,  as  terminated 
his  valuable  life  Avithin  a  few  hours.    His  loss  will  he  severeljfA 

Previous  to  the  explosion,  the  enemy  had  retired  into  the  town, 
excepting  a  party  ot  rejrular  troops,  Avhich  did  not  retire  eirij 
enough  to  avoid  the  shock ;  it  is  said  that  upwards  of  forty  ■ 
them  Avere  destroyed.  Gene,  al  Sheatte  moved  oft'  widi  the  rep- 
lar  troops,  and  left  directions  wiUi  the  comntanding  officer  of  Ibe 
militia,  to  make  the  best  terms  he  could.  In  the  mean  timei  iD 
fui-ther  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  ceased,  and  the  ott* 
lines  of  a  capitulation  were  agreed  on.  As  soon  as  1  was  infimBel 
of  general  Pike's  bein^  wounded,  I  went  on  shore.  I  had  been 
induced  to  confide  the  immediate  command  of  the  troops  m  16* 
tion  to  general  Pike,  from  a  conviction  tliat  he  fully  expected  it 
and  would  be  much  mortified  at  being  deprived  of  the  Immt, 
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'■  W  UgMj  appreoiated.  Every  movement  was  under  my 
Our  troops  behaved  with  great  firmness,  and  deserve  mncn 
iae»  especiallv  those  who  were  first  engaged,  under  droim- 
Sa  Ihat  would  have  tried  the  firmness  of  veterans.  Our  loaa  in 
lion  in  the  morning,  and  in  carrying  the  first  hattery»  waa  niA 
probably  about  fifty  killed  and  wounded ;  among  tnem»  were 
pfroportion  of  officers;  and  although  the  enemy  hid  a  de« 
advantage  in  point  of  numbers  and  position,  at  the  com- 
sment,  their  loss  was  greater  than  ours,  particularly  in  ca- 

raa  with  the  greatest  exertion  that  the  small  vessels  of  flie 
MMld  work  into  the  harbour  against  a  gale  oi  wii^  directly 
;  but.  as  soon  as  they  got  in  contact  with  the  batteries,  a 
ndous  cannonade  comn^enced  from  24  and  dd  pounders*  and 
ept  up  without  intermission,  under  a  heavy  fire  fnmi  two 
iea,  until  the  enemy's  batteries  were  carried  or  blown  up  I(y 
plosion,  which  undoubtedly  had  a  powerful  eflfect  on  tlie 
r.  I  am  under  the  greatest  obligations  to  commodore  Chaun- 
ir  his  able  and  indefatigable  exertions  in  every  pMuhle  man* 
lat  could  give  facility  and  effect  to  the  expedition.  He  is 
ly  estimable  for  deliberate  sound  judgment,  luravery  and  ih- 
r*  The  government  could  not  have  made  a  more  fortunate 
bn  for  uie  important  trust  he  holds.  U^ortunatdy,  tlie 
f's  armed  ship,  the  "Prince  R^nt,''  left  this  idac€i  for 
ton,  four  days  oefore  we  hrrived.  A  laive  ship  on  tb^  stocks^ 
r  planked  up,  with  a  large  store  of  naval  stores,  were  set  on 
f  the  enemy,  soon  after  the  explosion  of  the  magaaine. 
i  are  no  vessels  fit  for  use  in  the  harbour.  A  omsiaerable 
ity  of  military  stores  and  provisions  remained.  We  du^ 
lOBsess  the  means  of  transporting  the  jprisonera  from  thia 
and  must,  of  course,  leave  tnem  on  parole.  I  hope  'we  shall 
complete  the  necessary  measures  at  this  place,  in  the  ccfurae 
B  day,  as  to  be  able  to  sail  to-morrow  for  Niafjara,  bj^  which. 
I  shall  send  this  by  a  small  vessel,  with  nonce  to  general 
» of  our  approach. 

I  am  ur,  your  obedient  servant^ 

H.  DEABBOBN. 

.  John  Armstrong, 

Secretary  of  War. 


HEAD  QUABTEBS,  CAMP  BUUGS,  M^  Sth,  iai3« 

am  sorry  to  inform  you  of  another  disaster  to  the  Ke&tncky 
I,  not  indeed  bearing  any  comparison  to  that  of  the  river 
I  in  point  of  killed  and  wounded,  but  exceedii^  it  aa  to  the 
er  01  prisoners.  I  had  the  honour  to  inform  you  in  my 
^aHit  S8th  instant,  that  ^e  British  koops  destined  tt  be- 
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nege  this  place  were  then  in  view.    On  the  succeeding  night  thej 
broke  ground  upon  the  heights  opposite,  and  on  the  followin|r 
morning  our  batteries  opened  upon  them  and  continued  a  partial 
firing  throughout  that  and  the  following  day.    On  the  first  of  May 
the  enemy  returned  it  from  a  two  gun  and  one  mortar  battery,  and 
on  the  second  from  a  third  gun  battery.   On  the  night  of  the  third 
they  passed  a  part  of  their  troops  to  this  side  of  the  river,  and 
opened  another  gun  and  mortar  battery  within  two  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  of  our  lines.     They  were  soon  however  driven  from 
that  position,  and  obliged  to  take  one  at  a  more  respectful  distance. 
On  the  first,  second,  and  third  instant,  the  fire  was  most  inces- 
sant and  tremendous.    Five  and  a  half  and  eight  iind  a  half  inch 
shells,  with  twenty -four  pound  ball,  fell  in  showers  in  our  camp, 
and  would  have  produced  the  most  unfortunate  effect,  but  from 
the  great  pains  and  labour  which  had  been  bestowed  in  the  erec- 
tion of  traverses,  which  in  a  great  degree  shielded  our  camp  from 
the  former.     For  the  latter  mere  was  no  preventative  but  that  of 
taking  the  batteries.     About  twelve  o'clock  last  night  an  oflicer 
arrived  in  a  boat  from  general  Clay,  to  inform  me  of  his  approach* 
and  that  he  would  reach  this  place  in  about  two  hours.     I  imme- 
diately determined  upon  a  general  sally,  and  sent  an  oflicer  to 
general  Clay  directing  him  to  land  eight  hundred  men  some  short 
istance  above,  to  attack  and  carry  the  batteries,  spike  the  cannon 
and  destroy  the  artillery.   The  general  was  unfortunately  delayed 
longer  than  he  expected  in  passing  the  Rapids,  and  the  detach* 
ment  destined  to  make  the  attack  did  not  reach  the  landing  until 
near  nine  o'clock.    This  however  did   not  prevent  them  from 
making  the  attempt,  and  never  was  any  thin;j  more  completelj 
successful.   The  four  batteries  were  immediately  taken  possession 
of,  and  their  defenders  driven  oft',  and  the  cannon  spiked.     Here 
the  work  of  our  men  was  done.    But  that  confidence  which  always 
attends  militia  when  successful,  proved  their  ruin,  although  there 
was  time  sufficient  to  return  to  the  boats  before  a  reinforcement 
arrived  to  the  enemy.    They  remained  upon  the  grounds  in  spite 
of  the  repeated  calis  which  we  made  across  the  river  to  bring 
them  back,  suffered  themselves  to  be  amused  and  drawn  into  tlie 
woods  by  some  faint  skinnishing,  whilst  the  British  troops  and  an 
immense  body  of  Indians,  were  soon  brought  up.   A  severe  action 
then  took  place.   The  British  immediately  interrupted  the  retreat 
of  our  men  to  the  plain  over  the  river,  where  they  would  have  been 
under  cover  of  our   cannon ;  but  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
only,  out  of  nearly  eight  hundred  effectives,  made  their  escape  to 
the  boats.     Where  the  balance  of  general  Clay's  force  made  its 
appearance  and  attempted  to  land  above  the  garrison,  their  ilauk 
was  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  Indians.     1  immediately  ordered 
out  a  detachment  consisting  of  part  of  the  19th  United  States^ 
regiment,  about  one  hundred  twelve  months'  volunteers,  and  some 
militia.     They  however  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  entirelj 
off.  Pursuant  to  the  plan  which  I  had  formed,  an  attack  was  tlieii 
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le  upon  the  batteries  on  this  side  of  the  river,  conducted  by 
)lonel  Miller,  of  the  19th  regiment,  with  part  of  his  regiment^ 
le  aforesaid  volunteers,  and  a  few  militia.  l*his  attack  was  also 
"^completelj  successful.  The  enemy  were  driven  from  their  works, 
-9  number  killed,  and  two  British  officers  and  forty-one  privates 
lirought  into  camp.  This  attack  was  intended  to  be  simultaneous 
with  that  on  the  other  side,  and  it  was  nearly  so.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  severe  loss  we  have  sustained  in  the  Kentucky  militia* 
the  events  of  the  day  have  been  honourable  to  the  American  arms. 
The  detachment  under  colonel  Miller  suffered  very  little,  and 
had  the  militia  been  contented  with  executing  what  they  were 
ordered  to  do,  every  object  which  I  had  contemplated  would 
have  been  accomplished. 

I  ba^e  only  time  to  add  that  I  am  confident  of  my  ability  to 
defend  this  place  until  the  expected  large  reinforcements  arnve ; 
tnd  that  I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 

'^Uknourable  John  Annstroiig, 

Secretaiy  of  War. 


^Ciariract  of  a  letter  from  Stephen  H.  Moore,  captain  of  the  BaUl' 

more  volunteers,  to  his  brother,  aated 

NIAGARA,  May  5th,  1813. 

^  I  last  wrote  you  from  the  harbor,  stating  that  I  was  then  about 

ii^»  embark  with  my  company,  together  with  general  Pike's  brigade, 

^Wr  the.purpose  of  making  a  descent  on  the  Canada  shore.     1  nave 

tc»  inform  you  now  of  the  result,  which  has  been  victorious  and 

glorious  to  tlie  American  arms,  although  peculiarly  unfortunate  to 

%Kte«     We  arrived  at  the  head  of  lake  Ontario  on  Tuesday  morning 

'the  S7th  ultimo,  and  debarked  the  forces  about  a  mile  above  York» 

%]he  capital  of  Upper  Canada.    Here  we  were  met  on  the  beach  by 

mbout  five  hunclred  British  regulars  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 

Indians.    We  contended  with  them  warmly  for  about  an  hour, 

when  we  succeeded  in  driving  them  before  us,  and  made  sood 

our  landing,  with  a  loss  of  some  brave  officers,  and  about  forty 

men  kUled  and  wounded.    We  then  formed  immediately,  moved 

«p  to  York,  and  when  arrived  just  at  the  opening  of  the  main 

street,  the  enemy  sprung  a  mine  upon  us,  which  destroyed  about 

eighty  of  his  own  men,  and  killed  and  wounded  about  one  hun* 

dred  and  thirty  of  our  men.   This  horrible  explosion  has  deprived 

me  of  my  le*g,  and  otherwise  grievously  wounded  me.     I  was 

taken  from  the  field,  and  carried  on  board  the  commodore's  ship, 

where  my  leg  was  amputated,  and  I  am  now  likely  to  recover. 

Xwo  of  my  company  were  killed  at  the  same  time,  and  four  or 

five  more  of  my  brave  fellows  were  severely  wounded,  now  out  of 

danger.    We  nave  taken  the  capital  of  the  enemy,  and  about  a 
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million  and  a  half  worth  of  public  stores  and  other  property.  We 
have  killed  and  wounded  about  three  hundred  British  and  their 
savage  allies,  and  have  taken  prisoners  about  seven  hundred  men. 
Wefiave  taken  from  them  also  several  vessels  of  war  which  were 
found  in  the  harbor,  and  destroyed  a  32  gun  frigate,  then  on  the 

atocks. 

"  This  is  the  severest  blow  the  British  have  felt  since  the  war, 
and  is  to  them  irremediable.  It  will  teach  them  a  lesson  of  Ame- 
rican bravery,  which  they  vannot  soon  forget.  The  conquest  of 
Upper  Canada  is  now  no  longer  doubtful,  as  almost  all  tlie  guns, 
munitions  of  war,  and  provisions,  necessary  to  carry  on  the  present 
campaign,  were  deposited  at  York,  and  have  been  taken  by  us. 
General  Pike,  however,  the  brave  and  gallant  projector  of  this 
enterprize,  fell  in  the  very  moment  of  complete  victory,  at  th« 
head  of  his  column.  AVe  have  sullered  &c^  erely  in  loss  of  officers ; 
two  captains  and  fourteen  lieutenants  have  been  killed,  and  five 
captains  and  seven  lieutenants  wounded.  My  wound,  they  say, 
is  a  very  good  one,  but  it  has  maimed  me  for  life.  Lieutenant 
Irvine  received  a  bayonet  through  his  right  shoulder,  at  tJie  mo- 
ment of  stepping  out  of  the  boat,  but  is  doing  very  well.  Gill  and 
Warner  escaped  unhurt.  My  con) pan v  distinguisiied  tlicmselves 
gloriously,  and  were  noticed  for  their  determined  spirit.-* 


HEAD  QTJAHTEUS,  camp  MEK;S,  Ma>  9Ui,  1813. 

SIR, 

1  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  enemy  having  been 
several  days  makino;  preparations  for  raising  the  siege  of  this  post, 
accomplished  this  day  the  removal  of  their  artillery  from  the  op- 
posite bank,  and  about  12  oVlock,  left  their  encampment  below, 
were  soon  embarked  and  out  of  siglit.  I  have  t)ie  honour  to  enclose 
you  an  agreement  entered  into  between  general  Proctor  and  my- 
self, for  the  discharge  of  the  prisoners  of  the  Kentucky  militia  m 
his  possession,  and  for  the  exchange  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
regular  troops  which  were  respectively  possessed  by  us.     My 
anxiety  to  get  the  Kentucky  troops  released  as  early  as  possible, 
induced  me  to  agree  to  the  dismission  of  all  the  prisoners  I  had, 
although  there  was  not  as  many  of  ours  in  general  Proctor's  pos- 
session.   The  surplusage  is  to  be  accounted  for,  and  an  equal 
number  of  ours  released  from  their  parole,  whenever  the  gpvem- 
ment  may  think  proper  to  direct  it. 

The  two  actions  on  this  side  the  river  on  the  5th,  were  infi- 
nitely more  important  and  more  honourable  to  our  arms,  than  I 
had  at  first  conceived.  In  the  sortie  made  upon  the  left  flank, 
captain  Waring's  company  of  the  19th  regiment,  a  detachment  of 
twelve  month's  volunteers  under  major  Alexander,  and  three 
companies  of  Kentucky  militia  under  colonel  Boswell,  defeated  at 
ieast  double  the  number  of  Indians  and  British  militia. 


153 

The  sortie  on  the  right  was  stilL^more  glorious ;  the  British 
Itteries  in  that  direction  were  defel^^  by  the  grenadier  and  light 
ifantry  companies  of  the  41  st  regiment,  amounting  to  two  hun* 
red  enectives  and  two  companies  of  militia,  flanked  bj  a  host 
r  Indians.  The  detachment  sent  to  attack  those,  consisted  of  all 
le  men  of  duty  belonging  to  the  companies  of  Croghan  and  Brad- 
rd,  of  the  17th  regiment;  Langham's,  Elliott's  (late  Graham's) 
id  Waring's,  of  the  IQth  ;  about  eighty  of  major  Alexatider's 
dunteers,  and  a  single  company  of  Kentucky  ntditia  under  cap* 
in  Sebree;  amounting  in  the  whole  to  not  more  than  three 
indred  and  forty.  Yet  the  event  of  tlie  action  was  not  a 
oment  doubtful,  and  had  not  the  British  troops  been  covered 
.  tlieir  retreat  by  their  allies,  the  whole  of  them  would  have 
sen  taken. 

It  is  not  possible  for  troops  to  behave  better  than  ours  did 
iroughout ;  all  the  officers  exerted  themselves  to  execute  my 
-ders,  and  tlie  enemy,  who  had  a  full  view  of  our  operations 
om  the  opposite  shore,  declared  that  they  had  never  seen  so 
tuch  work  performed  in  so  short  a  time. 

To  all  the  commandants  of  corps  I  feel  particular  obli^tions. 
hese  were  colonel  Miller  of  the  19th  infantry,  colonel  Mills  of 
le  Ohio  militia,  major  Stoddard  of  the  artillery,  major  Ball  ot 
16  dragoons,  and  major  Johnson  of  the  Kentucky  militia.  Cap- 
in  Gratiot  of  the  engineers,  havins  been  for  a  lone  time  much 
idisposed,  the  task  of  fortifying  this  post  devolved  on  captain 
Vood.  It  could  not  have  been  placed  in  better  hands.  Permit 
le  to  recommend  him  to  the  President,  and  to  assure  you  that 
ly  mark  of  his  approbation  bestowed  on  captain  Wood,  would 
t  highly  gratifying  to  the  whole  of  the  troops  who  witnessed 
is  arduous  exertions. 

From  major  Hukill,  acting  inspector  general,  my  aid-de-camp, 
lajor  Graham,  lieutenant  O'Fallon,  who  has  done  the  duty  of 
isistant  adjutant  general  in  the  absence  of  major  Adams,  and 
ly  volunteer  aid-de-camp  John  Johnson,  esq.  I  received  the 
lost  useful  assistance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  killed  and  woun- 
ed  during  the  siege,  and  in  the  two  sorties;  those  of  the  latter 
'ere  much  greater  than  1  had  at  first  expected. 

Want  of  sleep  and  exposure  to  the  continued  rains  which 
ave  fallen  almost  every  day  for  some  time  past,  render  me  incapa- 
le  of  mentioning  many  interesting  particulars ;  an^ongst  otherf 

most  extraordinary  proposition  of  general  Proctor's,  on  tiie  sub- 
set of  the  Indians  within  our  boundary :  this  shall  form  the  sub- 
!ct  of  a  communication  to  be  made  to-morrow  or  next  day,  and 
IT  which  I  will  provide  a  safer  conveyance  than  that  which  carries 
lu.  All  tlie  prisoners  and  deserters  agree  in  sayine,  that  the 
iformation  given  to  major  Stoddard,  b^  Roland,  of  the  British 
iring  laonched  a  sloop  of  war  this  spring,  is  incerrect,  and  the 
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most  of  them  say,  that  the  one  which  is  now  building,  will  not  be 
launched  for  many  weeks.      !* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  yours,  &c. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 

Honourable  John  Armstrong, 

Secretary  m  M'ar. 

P.  S.  Captain  Price,  of  the  regiment  light  artillery,  and  the 
twenty  regulars,  prisoners  with  general  Proctor,  were  taken  on 
the  north-western  side  ol  the  river,  with  the  Kentucky  militia- 
We  had  no  prisoners  taken  on  tliis  side  during  the  siege. 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  FORT  MERiS,  May  9th,  1813. 

The  iuformation  received  by  the  general,  and  the  movements  o^^c 
the  enemy,  indicating  their  having  abandoned  this  post,  the  mtm^^z 
eral  congratulates  his  troops  on  having  completely  foiled  mii^ 
foes,  and  put  a  stop  to  that  career  of  victory  which  has  hith<    '    ^ 
attended  their  arms.    He  cannot  find  words  to  express  his  u 
of  «the  good  conduct  of  the  troops  of  every   description  and 
every  corps,  as  well  in  sustaining  and  returning  the  fire  of 
enemj,  as  for  their  assiduity  and  patience  in  performing  tl 
labonous  duties  which  the  occasion  called  for.     Where  m< 
was  so  general,  indeed  almost  universal,  it  is  difficult  to  diacrii 
inate.    Tlie  general  cannot,  however,  omit  to  mention  the 
of  those  whose  situation  gave  tliem  an  opportunity  of  being  ma^^ 
particularly  usefiil.    From  the  long  illness  of  captain  Gratiot,     ^ 
the  corps  of  engineers,  the  arduous  and  important  duties  of  for^- 
fying  tne  camp  devolved  on  captain  Wood,  of  that  corpa.      Jit 
assigning  to  him  the  first  palm  of  merit,  as  far  as  relates  to  tin 
transactions  within  the  works,  the  general  is  convinced  his  de^'- 
sion  will  be  awarded  by  every  individual  in  the  camp  who  wit* 
nessed   his  indefatigable    exertions,  his   consummate  skill  h 
providing  for  the  safety  of  every  point,  and  in  foiling  every  at- 
tempt ot  the  enemy,  and  his  undaunted  bravery  in  the  perfbnnaiM 
of  his  duty  in  the  n^ost  exposed  situations.    An  unfortoaile 
wound  in  the  commencement  of  the  sieee  deprived  the  senciiL 
after  that  time,  of  the  able  services  of  major  Stoddard,  of' the 
artillery,  whose  zeal  and  talents  had  been  eminently  wmUL 
Captain  Oratiot,  in  the  remission  of  a  severe  illness,  took  ctam 
of  a  battery,  and  managed  it  with  ability  and  eflRect.    CafAni 
Cashing,  of  the  artillery,  and  captain  Hall,  of  the  irtfa  ilitaAi|, 
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oing  duty  with  the  former  corps)  were  extremelr  active  and 
ive  to  their  post.  To  colonel  Miller  and  major  Todd,  of 
th  United  States'  infantry ;  majors  Ball  of  the  drasoons. 
ck,  and  major  Ritzer  of  the  Ohio  militia,  and  major  Jonnson 

Kentucky  militia,  rendered  tiie  most  important  services, 
.ch  of  tlie  above  gentlemen,  as  well  as  to  each  captain, 
ern,  non-commissioned  officer,  and  private  of  their  respec- 
ommands,  the  general  gives  his  thanks  and  expresses  hia 
wt  approbation  ;  also  to  adjutant  Brown,  Mr.  Peters,  con- 
-  of  artillery  ;  Mr.  Lien,  principal  artificer ;  Mr.  Timberlee, 
t  seijeants  Henderson,  Tommes  and  Meldrum,  who  seve- 
id  charge  of  batteries  and  block-houses.  The  battery  man- 
»y  Serjeant  Henderson  was,  as  the  enemy  confessed,  manaeed 
lecuhar  efficacy  and  eftect  with  respect  to  the  sorties  which 
made  on  the  5th  instant.     The  subsequent  information 

has  been  received  from  the  prisoners,  has  given  the  gallant 
.  which  were  enlaced  on  those  occasions  additional  claims 
the  gratitude  ot  their  general.  It  is  ascertained  that  in 
natances  the  enemy  far  outnumbered  our  troops.  The 
d  ^ves  his  thanks  to  brigadier  general  Clay,  for  the  promp- 

with.  which  the  detachment  of  his  brigade  were  landed, 
le  assiduity  shown  by  him  in  forming  them  for  the  attack 
\  left :  to  colonel  Boswell  and  major  Fletcher,  for  their 
try  and  good  conduct  in  leading  them  in  the  charge  made 
i  enemy,  and  to  captains  Dudley,  Simons  and  Medca.f»  the 
ems,  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates^  for  the  dis- 
shed  valor  with  which  they  defeated  the  enemy.  The  gene- 
B»  in  tlie  order  of  the  6th  instant,  exiH'essed  his  sense  of  the 
ct  of  tlie  regular  troops  and  volunteers,  which  were  engaged 

sorties  on  the  left  flank,  but  he  omitted  to  mention  captain 
3's  company  of  Kentucky  militia,  whose  gallantry  was  not 
ised  by  that  of  any  of  tlie  companies  which  fought  by  their 

The  Pittsburg  blues,  led  by  lieutenant  M'Gee«  in  the  ill- 
f  their  gallant  captain,  sustained  the  reputation  which  they 
:quired  at  Mississineway.  Tlie  Petersour^  volunteers  and 
nant  Drum's  detachment,  discovered  equal  intrepidity.  To 
itachments  from  the  17th  and  19th  United  States'  regiments, 

their  respective  commanders,  captains  Croghan,  Bradford, 
lam,  Elliott,  and  Nering,  tlie  honourable  task  was  assigned 
nning  the  British  batteries,  defended  by  two  hundred  pri- 
renacRers  and  light  infantry,  flanked  by  an  host  of  Indians 
¥0  companies  ofCanadian  militia.  Colonel  Miller  speaks 
highest  terms  of  the  captains  before  mentioned,  and  heute- 
Campbell,  Gwynn,  Lee,  ICerchcval  and  Rees ;  and  of  en- 
Shep,  Hawkins,  Harrison,  Mitchell,  and  Stockton.  The 
d  requests  colonel  Miller,  msyor  Todd,  and  each  of  the 
s  above  named,  together  with  all  die  officers,  non-commis- 
L  officers  and  soldiers,  who  were  engaged  on  the  fifth  instaQt^ 
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« 

Id  accept  his  thanks.  The  general  is  under  tlie  highest  obiiga- 
tions  to  his  staif  for  their  conduct,  as  well  in  the  action  of  the 
fifth  as  for  the  assistance  which  he  received  from  them  throu^out 
the  siege.  Major  Hukill,  the  acting  inspector  general,  distin- 
guishea  himself  bj  his  assiduity  in  forwarding  tiie  part  of  onr 
works  which  was  most  necessary  and  which  was  most  exposed 
to  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  From  major  Graham,  his  aid-de-camp« 
his  volunteer  aid-de-camp,  J.  Johnson,  esq.  and  from  lieutenant 
O'Fallon,  acting  assistant  adjutant  general,  as  well  as  from  the 
deputy  quarter-master,  Mr.  £uhank,  he  received  die  greateat 
assistance. 

It  rarely  occurs  that  a  general  has  to  complain  of  the  exceasive 
ardour  of*  his  men,  yet  such  appears  always  to  be  the  case  when- 
ever the  Kentucky'militia  are  engaged.  It  in  indeed  the  source 
of  all  their  misfortunes.  They  appear  to  tliink  that  their  valour 
can  alone  accomplish  any  thing.  The  general  is  led  to  make  this 
remaric  from  the  conduct  of  captain  Dudley's  company  of  tiie 
— ^  regiment,  as  he  has  understood  that  that  gallant  ofiicer  wm 
obliged  to  turn  his  espontoon  against  his  comfmny  to  oblige  then 
to  desist  from  a  further  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  in  compliance  with 
an  order  from  the  general.  Such  temerity,  although  hot  so  dis- 
graceful, is  scarcely  less  fatal  than  cowardice.  And  in  the  i&r 
stance  above,  had  it  been  persisted  in,  would  have  given  a  diftr- 
ent  result  to  the  action,  as  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  force  which 
were  placed  near  the  batteries,  would  have  been  precipitated  vpoii 
the  rear  of  our  detachment,  llie  pursuit  being  stopped,  allowed 
time  for  a  new  disposition  under  cover  of  our  cannon,  and  the 
enemy's  batteries  were  attacked  and  carried  without  difficulty. 

JOHN  O'FALLON, 
Acting  assist*  Mj.  Got. 


LOW£R  SANDUSKY,  May  13th,  1813. 
SIR> 

Having  ascertiiincd  that  tlie  enemy^(Iudians  as  well  aa  Bri 
tish)  had  entirely  abandoned  tlie  nei^libourhood  of  tlie  Rapids, ' 
eft  the  command  of  Camp  Meigs  witli  general  Clay,  ana  r — 
here  last  night.    It  is  witli  the  greatest  satisfaction  I  inform 
sir,  that  the  loss  of  the  Kentucky  troops  in  killed,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  does  not  exceed  fifty.    On  the  10th  and  lltb. 
instant,  I  caused  the  ground  which  was  the  scene  of  action«  anA 
its  environs,  to  be  carefully  examined,  and  after  the  moat  diliganf  ^, 
search,  forty-five   bodies  only  of  our  men  were   discovered; 
amongst  them  was  the  leader  of  the  detachment,  colonel  Dudley*,,. 
No  otiiei'  ofiicer  of  note  fell  in  the  action.    I  have  strong  reaa«|i^ 
to  believe  that  a  considerable  number  of  the  Kentuckiana  effectoji^ 
their  retreat  up  the  river  to  fort  Winchester.    General  Vtqt^^. 
did  not  furnish  me  with  a  return  of  the  prisoners  in  hbpoaseaaionB" 
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though  repeated! J  promised.    His  retreat  was  as  precipitate  as 

could  properly  be,  leaving  a  number  of  cannon  bal^  a  new 
egant  sling  carriage  for  cannon,  and  other  valuable  articles. 
he  nieht  before  his  departure,  two  persons  that  were  employed 

the  pntish  gun-boats  (Americans  by  birth)  deserted  to  us.  The 
formation  they  ^ve  me  was  very  interesting :  they  say  that 
e  Indians,  of  which  there  were  from  1600  to  2000,  left  the  Brit- 
I  the  day  before  their  departure,  in  a  high  state  of  dissatisfac- 
»it»  from  the  great  loss  tfiey  had  sustained  in  the  several  en- 
Kements  of  the  5th,  and  the  failure  of  the  British  in  accom- 
Lshing  their  promise  of  taking  the  post  at  the  Rapids.  From  die 
count  given  by  these  men,  my  opinion  is  confirmed  of  the  great 
periority  of  the  enemy  which  were  defeated  by  our  troops  in  the 
'O  sallies  made  on  the  5th  inst.  That  led  by  colonel  Miller  did 
it  exceed  350  men,  and  it  is  very  certain  that  they  defeated  200 
-itish  regulars,  150  militia,  and  4  or  500  Indians.  That  Ameri- 
n  regulars  (although  they  were  raw  recruits)  and  such  men  as 
mpose  the  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  Petersburg  (Va.)  volun- 
BTBs  should  behave  well  is  not  to  be  wondered  at ;  but  that  a 
mpany  of  militia  should  maintain  its  eround  against  four  times 
r  number,  as  did  captain  Sebree's,  of  the  Kentucky,  is  truly  as- 
ai8hin&  ITiese  brave  fellows  were  at  length,  however,  entirely 
rrtranded  bj  Indians,  and  would  have  been  cut  oi^  but  for  the 
llantry  of  lieutenant  Guynne,  of  the  19th  regiment,  who,  with 
xt  of  captain  Elliott's  company,  charged  the  enemy,  and  re- 
ased  the  Rentuckians.  I  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  Killed  and 
oanded  during  the  whole  siege  ^— it  is  considerably  lar^r  than 
supposed  it  would  be,  when  1  last  wrote  you — but  it  is  satis- 
ctory  to  know,  that  they  did  not  bleed  uselessly,  but  in  the 
urse  of  successful  exertions.  The  return  does  not  embrace 
ose  who  fell  on  the  north-western  side  of  the  Miami. 
Vou  will  also  receive,  herewith,  a  monthly  return  of  the  troops 

camp  Meigs  for  the  last  month ;  the  communication  with  the 
her  posts  being  cut  off,  the  returns  were  not  received.    A  copy 

general  Clay's  report  to  me,  of  the  manner  of  his  executing 
Y  order,  for  tne  attack  on  the  enemy's  batteries,  is  likewise  for- 
arded,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  my  intentions  were  per- 
ctlj  understood,  and  the  great  facility  with  which  thej  might 
ive  been  executed,  is  apparent  to  every  individual  who  witnessed 
le  scene.  Indeed  the  cannon  might  nave  been  spiked,  the  car- 
ies cut  to  pieces,  the  maeazine  destroyed,  and  tlie  retreat  ef- 
cted  to  the  boats,  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  as  none  were  killed 
L  takinic  the  batteries,  so  complete  was  the  surprise. 

An  extensive  open  plain  intervenes  between  the  river  and  the 
ill.  upon  which  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  were  placed ;  this 
Iwn  was  raked  by  four  of  our  eighteen  pounders,  a  twelve  and  a 
X.  The  enemy,  even  before  their  guns  were  spiked,  could  not 
iTe  brought  one  to  bear  upon  it.    8o  perfectly  secured  was  their 
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tietreat,  that  the  150  men  who  came  off,  effected  it  widiout  low*, 
and  brought  off  some  of  the  wounded,  one  of  them  on  the  backa 
of  his  comrades.  The  Indians  followed  them  to  the  woods,  but 
dared  not  enter  into  the  plain. 

I  am  unable  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the  enemr'^  force. 
The  prisoners  varied  much  in  their  accounts ;  those  who  made 
them  least,  stated  the  regulars  at  560,  and  militia  at  800,  bat  the 
numbers  of  the  Indians  were,  beyond  comparison,  greater  tiian 
have  ever  been  brought  into  the  field  before ;  numbers  arrived 
after  the  seise  commenced.  I  have  caused  their  camps  on  the 
south-east  side  of  the  river,  to  be  particularly  examined,  and  the 
general  opinion  is,  that  there  could  not  have  been  fewer  on  tiiat 
aide,  than  1000  or  IdOO ;  they  were,  indeed,  the  efficient  force  of 
the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favours, 
of  the  14th,  18th,  and  i28th  ultimo,  and  5th  instant 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  that  major  Stoddard  died  the  night 
before  1  left  the  Rapids,  of  a  lock-jaw,  produced  by  a  slight 
wound,  from  a  fragment  of  a  shell,  which  struck  him  oa  the  thigh* 
Several  have  died  in  this  way,  from  their  great  and  unavoidable 
exposure  to  the  cold ;  but  perhaps  tiiere  were  never  so  many  in- 
stances of  desperate  wouncls  likely  to  do  welL 

The  eallant  captain  Bradford  will  recover. 

I  shall  go  from  here,  to  Upper  Sandusky,  and  shall  take  rar 
station  at  Delaware  or  Franklinton,  until  the  troops  are  assemblea. 
General  Clay,  who  commands  at  the  Rapids,  is  a  man  of  capacity, 
imd  entirely  to  be  relied  on. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 

The  Hon.  John  Armstrongs, 

Secretary  of  WtP. 

Killed  81,— -wounded  189,  in  the  leige  of  camp  Meigs  and  the  aeveial 
«Nrtk8  of  the  5tli  of  May,  1813. 


CAMP  AT  FORT  MS^IGS,  May  13th,  1813. 
SIR, 

On  the  5th  instant,  about  8  o'clock,  A.  M.  descending  the 
Miami  of  the  lake,  about  midway  to  the  Rapids,  with  1200  of  the 
Kentucky  troops  in  the  eighteen  flat  bottomed  boats,  I  was  met 
by  captain  Hamilton  and  a  subaltern,  who  delivered  me,  (as  he 
said)  the  orders  of  major  general  Harrison,  to  die  following  ef- 
fect: 

"  You  must  detach  about  800  men  from  your  br^de,  whe  will 
land  at  a  point  I  will  show,  about  one  or  one  and  a  half  mOea 
above  the  rort,  and  I  will  conduct  them  to  the  British  batteriea  on 
ibe  left  bank  of  the  river.    They  must  take  possession  of  the 
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nemy'a  cannon,  spike  them,  cut  do^n  the  cftrriages,  and  i-eturn 
D  tlieir  boats." 

Observing  that  the  British  force  at  their  large  batteries,  was  in- 
lonsiderabie,  but  that  their  main  force  was  at  the  old  garrison, 
Jiout  1)  miles  below,  on  the  same  side  of  the  river;  that  the 
iidian  forces  were  chiedy  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river:  **The 
lalance  of  the  men  under  jour  command,  must  land  on  the  right 
lank*  opposite  to  the  first  lauding,  and  will  fight  their  way  throu^ 
lie  Indians  to  the  fort:"  observing  that  the  route  thus  to  be  taken, 
rould  be  shown  by  a  subaltern  officer  there,  in  company  witli 
tfiptiun  Hamilton,  who  would  land  the  perogue  at  the  point  on 
he  right  bank,  at  which  the  boats  Avould  land. 

Tlie  order  of  descending  the  river  in  boats,  was  the  same  as 
lie  order  of  march  in  the  line  of  battle,  in  solid  column,  each 
ifficer  taking  position  according  to  his  rank.  Colonel  Dudley, 
kfae  eldest  colonel,  led  the  van,  and  in  this  order  the  river  had 
leen  descended.  As  soon  as  captain  Hamilton  had  delivered 
Jiese  orders,  being  in  the  thirteenth  boat  from  the  front,  I  directed 
lim  to  proceed  immediately  to  colonel  Dudley,  and  order  him  to 
:ake  the  men  in  the  twelve  front  boats,  and  execute  general  Har- 
bison ^s  orders  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river ;  and  to  post  his  (cap- 
lain  Hamilton-s)  subaltern  on  the  ri^ht  bank  to  conduct  myself 
with  the  men  in  the  six  boats  to  the  fort  I  ordered  the  five  boats 
in  the  rear  to  fall  in  a  line,  and  follow  me.  High  winds  and  the 
rigidity  of  the  current,  drove  four  of  tlie  rear  boats  ashore,  in 
Uie  attempt  to  follow  on  according  to  order,  where  tliey  remained 
a  short  time,  sufficient,  however,  to  detain  them  half,  or  three 
quarters  of,  a  mile  to  the  rear.  To  land  according  to  order,  I 
kept  close  along  the  right  bank,  until  opposite  colonel  Dudley's 
landing.  There  I  found  no  guide  left  to  conduct  me  to  the  fort, 
as  captain  Hamilton  had  promised.  I  then  made  an  attempt  to 
cross  the  river  and  join  colonel  Dudley,  but  from  the  rapid  current 
on  the  falls,  I  was  unable  to  land  on  the  point  with  him.  Being 
pearly  half  way  across  the  river,  and  the  waves  running  too  hi^ 
to  risk  the  boats ;  then  driving  down  the  current  sidewise — veered 
about  the  boat  and  rowed  the  best  way  we  could  to  save  our  boat* 
•  My  attempt  to  cross  the  river  to  colonel  Dudley,  occasioned 
all  the  boats,  (I  presume  in  the  rear  of  me)  and  which  were  then 
out  of  hailing  distance,  to  cross  over  and  land  with  colonel  Dud-^ 
ley.  Having  been  defeated  in  landing  on  the  left,  we  then  en<* 
deavoured  to  effect  one  on  the  right,  even  \vithout  a  euide :  but 
before  a  landing  could  be  eflected,  we  received  a  brisk  fire  front 
the  enemy  on  shore,  which  was  returned  and  kept  up  on  both  sides. 
And  I  was  in  this  unavoidable  situation,  compelled  to  make  fort 
Meigs,  Hitii  no  other  force  than  about  50  men  on  board,  ^the  otiier 
boats  beins  still  in  the  rear)  and  to  receive  the  enemy's  hre,  until 
we  arrived  under  the  protection  of  the  fort.  Colonel  BoswelPs 
aommand  (except  the  lueu  in  my  boat)  having  landed  to  join  colo- 
nel Dudley,  were,  as  I  have  been  informed,  ordered  by  captaiii 
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fiamUtoii  immediateij  to  embark  and  land  on  the  ri|^t  hand^^hore, 
about  a  mile  above  the  fort,  and  prepare  to  fight  his  way  through 
to  the  garrison. 

The  colonel  embarked,  landed,  as  he  conceived,  at  the  proper 
point,  pursuant  to  caotain  Hamilton's  order,  and  was  forming  nis 
men  in  order  of  battle,  when  he  was  met  by  captain  Shaw,  aod 
ordered  to  march  into  the  garrison  at  open  order,  the  safest  route- 
When  my  own  boat  landed,  we  were  met  by  two  men  who  took 
chai^  of  the  boat,  as  we  understood,  to  bring  her  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  fort  batteries.  Believing  our  ba^a^  to  be  thus 
made  safe,  we  forbid  our  servants  to  carry  any  portion  of  it,  but 
loaded  them  with  cannon  ball,  which  they  bore  to  the  fort»  Our 
baggage  was,  however,  taken  by  the  Indians  in  a  very  short  time 
after  we  left  the  boat.  Upon  receiving  the  orders  of  captain 
Hamilton,  I  asked  if  he  had  brouglit  spikes  to  spike  the  enemy's 
cannon,  to  which  he  replied  he  had  plenty. 

1  am,  ^ir,  respectfully,  &c. 
GREEN  CLAY,  Brig.  Gen. 

His  excellency  major  general  Harrison. 

P.  S.  Captain  Hamilton,  on  delivering 'the  orders  of  general 
Harrison,  oDserved,  that  the  object  of  landine  and  marchine  a 
portion  of  the  troops  on  the  right  bank,  was  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Indians,  and  by  thus  engaging  them,  afford  an  opportunity 
to  the  garrison  to  make  a  sally,  and  oy  a  circuitous  route,  surprise 
and  carry  the  batteries  and  cannon  of  the  enemy  below  the  fort 
<m  the  right  bank. 


BRIGADE  ORDERS. 

BRIGADE  HBAD  QUARTERS, 

Camp,  Four  Mile  Creek,  May  26th,  1813« 

Conformity  to  the  general  order  of  the  25th  and  26th  instant, 
^  the  first  brigade  will  embark  at  3  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
The  several  regiments  will  hold  themselves  in  readiness  accora- 
ingly.  The  boats  of  the  brigade  will  form  in  three  lines  suc- 
ceeding colonel  Scott's  advance  party.  The  15th  regiment, 
formed  in  column  of  battalion,  the  right  in  front,  will  precede. 
The  6th  and  16th  will  successively  fiiUow  in  the  same  order. 
Colonel  M'Clure's  volunteers  will  flank  the  ririit  of  the  brigade, 
and  move  accordingly.  Four  pieces  of  the  li^ht  artillery  will 
move  in  the  rear  of  the  1 8th  regiment,  and  four  in  the  rear  of  the 
16th  regiment ;  the  first  four  to  form  on  the  r^t  of  the  brinde« 
the  other  to  form  on  the  left  of  the  brigade.  Tne  troops  wUfuuid 
in  column,  and  form  immediately  m  order  of  battle.  Colonel 
Miller,  of  the  6th,  on  the  right,  major  King,  of  the  15di»  in  the 


entre,  and  colonel  Pearce»  of  the  16th,  on  tbe  left.  ColonSI 
A* Clare's  volunteers  on  the  right  flank  of  the  brinide.  The  com- 
landing  officei-s  of  regiments  will  parry  the  regimental  standani. 
A  the  boat  in  which  they  embark,  and  each  boat  its  regimental 
amp  colour.  To  ^ard  the  stores  and  camp  equipage  of  each 
eginient,  one  commissioned  officer,  one  non-commissioned  officer^ 
nd  a  sufficient  number  of  non-effectives,  will  be  left 

*The  commanding  officei*s  of  regiments  will  be  responsible  tliat. 
lie  boats  which  have  been  assigned  to  them,  are  in  perfect  readi- 
less  to  receive  the  troops  by  the  time  desi|rnated  for  embarkation. 

The  troops  which  compose  tlie  1st  brigade,  have  already  once 
nuraphed  over  the  foe  they  have  again  to  encounter.  Theiu 
iiKintry  expects  much  from  them,  and  will  not  be  disappointed* 
iVith  their  present  numbers  and  accustomed  bravery,  the  flag  of 
he  United  States  wiU  once  more  wave  over  the  territory  of  vaC" 
iftda* 

JOHN  P.  BOYD, 
Brig.  Geiu  Comd^g  l«l  Brigadei 


UEAD  QUAnTERS,  FORT  GEORGE^ 

Upper  Canada,  May  27th,  ISJ^p 

The  light  troops  under  the  command  of  colonel  Scott  an&. 
najor  Forsyth,  landed  this  morning  at  9  o'clock.  Major  general 
Lewis's  division,  with  colonel  Porter's  command  of  light  artillery* 
lupported  them.  General  Boyd's  brigade  landed  immediately 
ifter  the  light  ti*oops,  and  generals  Winder  and  Chandler  foN 
lowed  in  quick  succession.  The  landing  was  warmly  and  obsti* 
aately  disputed  by  the  British  forces ;  but  the  coolness  and  intre- 
pidity of  our  troops,  soon  compelled  them  to  give  ground  in  everj 
lirection.  General  Chandler  with  tlie  reserve  (composed  of  his 
brigade  and  colonel  Macomb's  artillery)  covei^ed  the  whole. 
Commodore  Chauncey  had  made  the  most  judicious  arrange- 
ments for  silencing  tlie  enemy's  batteries  nMU*  tlie  point  of  land- 
ing. The  army  is  under  the  greatest  obligation  to  that  able 
naval  commander,  for  his  indefatigable  exertions,  in  co-operating 
in  all  its  important  movements,  and  es|)ecially  in  its  operations 
bis  day.  Our  batteries  succeeded  in  rendering  fort  George. un- 
tenable ;  and  when  the  enemy  had  been  beaten  from  his  position* 
and  found  it  necessary  to  re-enter  it,  after  firing  a  few  guns, 
and  setting  fire  to  the  magazines,  which  soon  exploded,  moved 
off  rapidly  in  different  routes.  Our  light  troops  pursued  them 
several  miles.  The  troops  having  been  under  anns  from  1  o'clock 
in  die  morning,  were  too  much  exliausted  for  an^  further  pursuit. 
We  are  now  in  possession  of  fort  Geoi^  and  its  immediate  de- 
pendencies ;  to  morrow  we  shall  proceed  further.  The  behaviour 
sf  sur  'troops,  both  officers  and  meni  entitle  tbem  to  the  highest 
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jMwb ;  and  tiii^  difference  of  our  loU  with  that  of  ihe  enemf^ 
wh«m  we  coasider  the  advantages  his  positions  affbrded  him,  li 
astonishing*  We  had  seventeen  killea  and  forty -five  wounded* 
rthe  enemj  had  ninety  killed  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  woun- 
ded of  the  regular  troops.  We  have  taken  one  hundred  prisoners 
exclusive  of  the  wounded.  Major  Meyers  of  the  49th  was 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  Of  ours  only  one  commissioned 
officer  was  killed,  Lieutenant  Hobart,  of  the  light  artillery.  In- 
closed is  the  report  of  major  general  Lewis. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

H.  DEARBORN* 
Sen.  John  Amuttong. 

ON  THE  HELD,  1  o'clock.  May  STth,  181S. 

DEAR  SIR» 

Fort  Geor^  and  its  dependencies  are  ours.  The  enemy* 
beaten  at  all  points,  has  blown  up  his  magazines  and  retired.  It 
is  impossible  at  this  moment  to  say  any  thing  of  individual  gal- 
lantry. There  was  no  man  who  did  not  perform  his  duty  in  a 
manner  which  did  honour  to  himself  and  his  country.  Scott  and 
Forsyth's  commands,  supported  by  Boyd's  and  Winder's  brigades* 
Sustained  the  brunt  of  the  action."**  Our  loss  is  trifling,  pmiaps 
not  more  than  twenty  killed  and  thrice  tliat  number  wounded* 
The  enemy  left  in  tne  hospital  one  hundred  and  twenty-four» 
and  I  sent  several  on  board  the  fleet.  We  have  also  made  about 
•ne  hundred  prisoners  of  the  regular  forces. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

MORGAN  LEWIS. 

M^or  general  Dearborn. 

BRIGADE  ORDER. 

NEWARK,  May  ^Sth,  181d. 

The  general  commanding  1st  brigade  feels  a  peculiar  satisfac- 
tion in  congratulatiug  the  troops  on  their  glorious  achievements 
of  yesterday.  Their  conduct  was  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  the 
thanks  of  their  commander,  and  the  gratitude  of  their  country. 

Colonel  Miller  of  the  %Qi  regiment  deserves  great  applause 
for  the  steadiness  and  rapidity  with  which  he  supported  the 
advance  party  under  the  gallant  Scott ;  the  15th,  under  major 
King,  impatient  to  share  in  tlie  honour  of  the  day,  immediately 
seconded  and  formed  under  a  most  galling  fire ;  the  16th,  under 
colonel  Pearce,  urged  their  boats  to  the  shore,  and  bore  an  honour- 
able participation  in  the  contest.  The  light  artillery,  under 
colonel  Porter,  merits  the  highest  encomiums,  for  their  indefati* 

*  Note.  Winder's  brigade  uas  not  in  this  action.  The  battle  was  won  by 
Boyd's  brigade  and  Scott  and  Forsyth's  commands,  before  Winder  wis  en- 
AMto  Imd.— Bsrr. 


16S 

ftble  exertions  tod  perfterering  success  In  bringing  np  theif 
rdnance.  Thej  surmounted  every  obstacle.  Much  was  expect- 
1  from  colonel  M'Clure's  volunteers,  and  the  general  has  not 
een  disappointed  :  it  will  be  his  duty  as  well  as  inclination  to 
take  their  claims  known  to  the  commander  in  chief.  As  all  the 
"Oops  behaved  so  well,  it  would  be  a  difficult  task  to  discriminate 
lose  who  were  pre-eminent;  but  the  general  cannot  suppresi 
is  admiration  ot  the  fortitude  of  major  ICing,  who  continued  to 
sad  his  regiment  throush  the  severitjr  of  the  contest,  long  after 
i.Ting  received  a  painful  and  debilitating  wound.  The  exertions 
r  the  officers  and  men  who  ascended  the  bank  and  formed  amidst 
ich  a  destructive  fire,  excited  his  admiration,  and  astonished 
ieir  enemy's,  and  will  convince  their  countrymen  as  well  as  foes> 
lat  valour  will  overcome  every  resistance.  The  geneiul  will 
nd  great  satisfaction  in  obeying  tlie  order  of  the  commander  in 
t&iefV  which  required  him  to  make  a  report  of  conspicuous  merit, 
rhether  found  in  the  commissioned  officer  or  in  tne  ranks,  and 
Key  may  be  assured  that  tlieir  distinguished  actions  shall  not 
ass  without  the  proper  encomium. 

Although  the  general  has  not  pailicularized  discriminate  merit, 
e  may  perliaps  be  excused  in  recording  the  intrepid  conduct  of 
.is  aia-cle-camp,  lieutenant  Whiting,  and  brigade  major  captain 
Grafton.  They  have  justified  his  expectations,  and  are  entitled 
o  his  applause. 

If  there  is  any  honour  due  to  your  brigadier  general,  it  is 
laving  had  the  command  of  such  a  gallant  band  of  heroes. 

By  order  of  brigadier  general  Boyd. 

P.  WHITING,  ML 


««4 


SACKETTS  HARBOR,  ]la>  29U),  1819. 

DEAR  SIR, 

AVe  were  attacked  at  the  dawn  of  this  day  by  a  British  regular 
brce  of,  say  at  least,  900  men,  most  probably  1:200.  They  made 
jood  their  landing  at  Horse  Island.  Tlie  enemy's  fleet  consisted 
i>f  two  ships  and  four  schooners  and  tliirtv  large  open  boats.  We 
ire  completely  victorious.  The  enemy  left  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  killed  and  wounded  on  the  field,  among  the  number  several 
i^cersof  distinction.  After  having  re-embarked  they  .»ent  me  a 
Rag  desiring  to  have  tlieir  killed  and  wounded  attended  to.  ^  I 
made  them  satisfied  upon  tliat  subject  Americans  will  be  distin- 
niished  for  humanity  and  bravery.  Our  loss  is  not  numerous, 
out  serious  from  the  great  worth  of  those  who  have  fallen.  Lieu- 
tenant colonel  Mills  was  shot  dead  at  the  commenqement  of 
the  action,  and  lieutenant  colonel  Bacchus,  of  the  1st  regiment ^f 
light  dragoons,  nobly  fell  at  tlie  head  of  his  re^ment  ag  victory 
Ursa  declaring  for  us.  I  will  not  presume  to  praise  this  regiment; 
Fheir  gallant  eondoct  on  ttos  day  mmto  wich  mere  thai  prv|M* 


IM 

^e  new  ship  And  eemmodore  Chatineey's  prite^the  'Duke  cf 
•Gloucester,"  are  yet  safe  in  Sackett's  Harbor. 

Sir  Geoi^  Prevost  landed  and  commanded  in  person^    Shr 
James  Yeo  commanded  the  enemy's  fleet. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JACOB  BROWN. 

iUjor  general  Dearborn. 

P.  S.  It  18  very  probable  we  shall  be  again  attacked,  as  sir 
George  Prevost  must  feel  very  sore.  We  are  however  greatly 
reinforced  from  the  country,  and  by  the  arrival  of  450  r^ulart 
Under  colonel  Tuttle,  who  arrived  very  shortly  after  the  actios 
was  over,  and  I  trust  that  you  may  lest  satisned  that  we  shaM 
not  be  disgraced. 


roRT  GEORGE,  June  6th,  1813. 

SIK, 

I  have  received  an  express  from  the  head  of  the  lake  this 

evening,  with  the  intelligence  that  our  troops  were  attacked  at 
2  o'clock  this  morning,  by  the  whole  British  force  and  Indians ; 
and  by  some  strange  fatality,  tlioiigh  our  loss  was  small  and  the 
enemy  was  completely  routed  and  driven  from  the  field,  both 
brigadier  generals  Chandler  and  Winder  were  taken  prisoners* 
They  had  advanced  to  a«:ccrtain  the  situation  of  a  company  of 
mrtillery,  where  the  attack  commenced.    General  Chandler. had 

.  Iiis  horse  shot  under  him  and  was  bruised  by  the  fall.  General 
Vincent,  tlieir  commander,  is  supposed  to  have  been  killed. 
Colonel  Clark  was  mortally  wounded,  and  fell  into  our  hands^ 
witli  sixty  prisoners  of  the  49th.  The  command  devolved  on 
colonel  Burn,  who  has  retired  to  the  Forty  Mile  Creek.  If 
eitlicr  of  the  general  officers  had  remained  in  cpmmand,  the  ene- 
my would  have  been  pursued  and  cut  up,  or  if  colonel  Bum  had 
been  an  officer  of  infantry.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed , 
wounded,  and  prisoners,  must  exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty*   The 

.  enemy  sent  in  a  fliig  next  morning  with  a  request  to  bury  their 
dead.  Generals  Lewis  and  Boyd  set  off  immediately  to  join  the 
advanced  army.    I  never  so  severely  felt  the  want  of  health  as  at 

{resent,  at  a  time  when  my  services  might  perhaps  be  most  useful* 
hope  general  Hampton  will  repair  here  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

U.  DEARBORN* 
Hon.  John  Ajmstrong^. 


L'ORIENT,  (FRANCE,)  June  12th,  181«. 

8IR» 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  United  States'  bri^ 
Argus,  has  arrived  here  in  a  passage  •(  S3  days,  all  well.  On  our 


1^ 

Usage  fell  in  with  (in  pursuing  our  course)  tlie  British  sch6eaer, 
Salamanca,  (formerly  uie  tCingof  Rome,  of  New  York)  of -2^0 
ons,  pierced  for  eighteen  guns,  mounting  six,  and  manned  with 
ixteen  men.  She  was  from  Oporto,  bound  to  New  Foundland  in 
lallast ;  captured  and  burnt  her. 

I  shall  immediately  proceed  to  put  in  execution  your  orders  as 
b  our  ulterior  destination. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
WILLIAM  H.  ALLEN, 
fihm.  Wm.  Joncfl^  Stcretaiy  of  the  Navy. 


KUGARA,  June  14th,  181;$. 

SIR, 

You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  orders  marked  1, 
that  general  Dearborn,  from  indisposition,  has  resigned  his  com- 
mand, not  only  of  the  Niagara  army,  but  of  the  district.  I  have 
doubts  whether  he  will  ever  again  be  fit  for  service.  He  has  been 
repeatedly  in  a  state  of  convalescence,  but  relapses  on  the  least 
agitation  of  mind. 

In  my  last  I  mentioned  the  unfortunate  circumstance  of  the 
capture  of  our  two  brigadiers.  Chandler  and  Winder.  The  par- 
ticulars are  detailed  in  tlie  report  of  colonel  Bum,  which  he  gives 
from  the  bedt  information  he  could  collect.  His  corps  lay  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  the  scene  of  active  operation,  as  you  will 
perceive  by  the  enclosed  diagram,  which  is  on  a  scale  of  about 
one  hundred  yards  in  the  inch.  The  lisht  corps  spoken  of,  were 
captains  Hindman's,  Nicholases,  and  Biddle^s  company  of  the  2d 
artillery,  ser^^ng  as  infantry.  These  three  gentlemen,  and  captains 
Archer  and  Towson,  of  the  same  regiment,  and  Leonanl,  of  the 
light  artillery,  are  soldiers  who  woula  honour  any  service.  Their 
gallantry,  and  that  of  their  companies,  was  equally  conspicuous 
on  this  occasion  as  in  the  affair  of  the  9,7ih  ultimo.    A  view  of 

Seneral  Chandler's  encampment  will  be  sufficient  to  show  that  his 
isaster  was  owin^  to  its  arrangements.  Its  centre  being  its 
weakest  point,  and  that  being  discovered  by  the  enemy  in  the 
evening,  received  the  combined  attack  of  the  whole  force,  and 
his  line  was  completely  cut.  The  gallantry  of  the  5th,  25th,  and 
part  of  the  23d,  and  light  troops,  saved  the  army.  Of  the  5th 
it  is  said,  that  when  the  day  broke,  not  a  man  was  missing — and 
that  a  part  of  the  23d,  under  major  Armstrong,  was  found  sus- 
taining its  left  flank.  Their  fire  was  irresistible,  and  the  enemy 
was  compelled  to  give  way.  Could  he  have  been  pressed  the 
nextmornmn;,  his  destruction  was  inevitable.  He  was  aispcrsed  in 
every  direction,  and  even  his  commanding  general  was  missing, 
without  his  hat  or  horse.'  I  understand  he  was  found  the  next 
morning  almost  famished,  at  a  distance  ef  four  miles  from  the 
scene  w  aclien. 
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Lieutenant  M'Chesney's  gallantry  recovered  a  piece  of  artillerr. 
and  prevented  the  capture  of  others.    He  merits  promotion  for  it* 

On  the  evening  oi  the  6th  of  June,  I  received  the  order  No. 
4,  and  joined  the  army  at  5  in  the  afternoon  of  the  7th.  I  found 
it  at  the  Forty  Mile  Creek,  ten  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  ground 
on  which  it  had  been  attacked,  encamped  on  a  plain  of  a  mile  in 
width,  with  its  right  flank  on  the  lake,  and  its  left  on  the  creek 
which  skirts  the  base  of  a  perpendicular  mountain  of  a  consider- 
rable  height.    On  my  route  I  received  No.  5  and  6,  enclosed. 

At  6  in  the  evening,  the  hostile  fleet  hove  in  sight,  thou^  its 
character  could  not  be  ascertained  with  precision.  We  lay  on  our 
arms  all  night.  At  dawn  of  day  strucK  our  tents,  and  descried 
the  hostile  squadron  abreast  of  us,  about  a  mile  from  the  shore. 
Our  boats  which  transported  the  principal  part  of  our  ba^age  and 
camp  equipage  lay  on  the  beach  ;  it  was  a  aead  calm,  ana  about  6, 
the  enemy  towed  m  a  large  schooner,  which  opened  her  fire  on  our 
boats.  As  soon  as  she  stOKod  for  the  shore,  her  object  being  evident^ 
I  ordered  down  Archer's  and  Towson^s  companies,  with  four 
pieces  of  artillery,  to  resist  her  attempts.  I,  at  the  same  time, 
sent  captain  Totten,  of  the  engineers  (a  most  valuable  officer)  to 
construct  a  temporary  furnace  for  heating  shot,  which  was  pre- 
pared and  in  operation  in  less  than  30  minutes.  Her  fire  was  re- 
turned with  a  vivacity  and  effect  (excelled  by  no  artillery  in  the 
universe]  which  soon  compelled  Iter  to  retire.  A  party  of  savages 
now  maoe  their  appearance  on  the  brow  of  the  mountain,  (which 
being  perfectly  bald,  exhibited  them  to  our  view,)  and  commenced 
a  fire  on  our  camp.  I  ordered  colonel  Chrystie  to  dislodge  them, 
who  entered  on  tne  service  with  alacrity,  but  found  himself  antici- 
pated by  lieutenant  Eldridge,  the  adjutant  of  his  regiment*  who, 
with  a  promptness  and  gallantry  highly  honourable  to  that  young 
officer,  had  already  gained  the  summit  of  the  mountain,  with  a 
party  of  volunteers,  and  routed  the  barbarian  allies  of  the  defender 
of  the  Christian  faith.  This  young  man  merits  the  notice  of  go- 
vernment 

These  little  affairs  cost  us  not  a  man.  Sir  James  Yeo,  being 
disappointed  of  a  tragedy,  next  determined,  in  time  dramatic  style* 
to  amuse  us  with  a  farce.  An  officer,  with  a  flag,  was  sent  to  me 
from  bis  ship,  advising  me,  that  as  I  was  invested  with  savases  in 
my  rear,  a  fleet  in  my  front,  and  a  powerful  army  on  my  flank,  he, ' 
and  the  officers  commanding  his  Britannic  majesty's  (and  forces* 
thought  it  their  duty  to  demand  a  suiTender  of  my  army.  I  an- 
swered, that  the  message  was  too  ridiculous  to  merit  a  reply. 

No.  7  was  delivered  to  me,  about  6  this  morning;  between  T 
and  8  o'clock,  the  four  wagons  we  had,  being  loaded,  first  with  the 
sick,  and  next  witli  the  ammunition,  &c.  the  residue  of  camp 
equipage  and  baggage  was  put  in  boats,  and  a  detachment  of  200. 
men  of  the  6th  regiment,  detailed  to  proceed  in  them.  Orden^^ 
were  prepared  to  be  given  them  to  defend  the  boats,  and  if  as*' 
sailed  by  any  of  the  enemy's  small  vessels,  to  carry  them  bj 


i^Munding.  Bj  some  iiTefiolarity»  which  I  have  not  been  aUe  to 
Lvscover,  the  Doats  put  off  without  the  detachments,  induced  pro- 
ktfibly  by  the  stillness  uf  the  morning.  When  they  had  progressed 
Aout  tiuee  mileSy  a  breeze  sprang  up,  and  an  armed  schooner 
overhauled  them ;  those  who  were  enterprizing  kept  on  and  es- 
^Jtped,  others  ran  to  the  shore  and  deserted  their  boats ;  we  lost 
rwelve  of  the  number^  principally  containing  tlie  baggage  of  the 
officers  and  men. 

At  ten,  I  put  the  army  in  motion,  on  our  return  to  this  place. 
I^he  savages  and  incorporated  militia  hun^  on  our  flanks  anu  rear 
bliroughout  the  march,  and  picked  up  a  few  stragglers.  On  our 
retiringj  the  British  army  advanced,  and  now  occupy  the  ground 
Bve  left. 

Xhe  enemy^s  fleet  is  constantly  hovering  on  our  coast,  and  in- 
fcierruptin^  our  supplies.  The  night  before  last,  being  advised  oi 
tfbeir  naving  chased  into  Eighteen  Mile  Creek,  two  vessels  laden 
vrith  hospital  stores,  &c.  I  detached  at  midnight,  75  men  for  their 
^MTOtection.  Tlie  report  of  the  day  is  (though  not  oflicial)  tliat  they 
^UTived  too  late  for  tneir  purpose,  and  that  the  stores  were  lost* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

MORGAN  LEWia. 

Honourable  John  Annstrong, 

Secretary  of  War. 

JBeporf  ofkilledt  wounded  and  missing,  in  the  action  of  the  6th  of 

Junet  at  Stoney  Creek* 

m 

Killed,  .  .  .  •  .  p  17 

Woimded,  *  -  -  -  -  -       38 

Miaaing',        -  -  .  -  -  99 


Total,        154 


HALIFAX,  June  15tb,  1813. 

SIR, 

The  unfortunate  death  of  captain  James  Lawrence,,  and  lien- 
tenant  Augustus  C.  Ludlow,  has  rendered  it  my  duty  to  inform 
you  of  the  capture  of  the  late  United  States'  frigate  Chesapeake. 

On  Tuesday,  June  1st,  at  8  A.  M.  we  unmoored  ship,  and  at 
meridian  got  under  weigli  from  President's  Roads,  with  a  light 
wind  from  the  southward  and  westward,  and  proceeded  on  a  cruise. 
A  ship  was  then  in  sight  in  the  ofiing,  which  had  the  appearance 
of  a  mip  of  war,  and  which,  from  information  received  from  pilot- 
boats  and  craft,  we  believed  to  be  the  British  frigate  Shannon. 
r^e  made  sail  in  cliase,  and  cleared  ship  for  action.  At  half  past 
P.  M*  she  hove  to  with  her  head  to  the  southward  and  eastward. 
At  5  P.  M»  took  in  the  royals  and  top-gallant  sails,  and  at  half 


A6» 

past  5,  hauled  the  c#urses  up.  About  15  minutes  before  6  P.  M» 
the  action  commenced  within  pistol  shot.  The  first  broadside-did 
great  execution  on  both  sides,  damaged  our  rigging,  killed,  among 
others,  Mr.  White  t!ic  sailing  master,  and  wounded  captain  Law- 
rence. In  about  1 2  minutes  after  the  commencement  oi  the  action, 
we  fell  on  board  of  the  enemy,  and  immediately  after,  one  of  our 
arm  chests  on  the  quarter-deck  was  blown  up  oj  a  hand-grenade 
thrown  from  the  enemy's  ship.  In  a  few  minutes,  one  of  the  cap- 
tain's aids  came  on  the  gun-deck  to  inform  me  that  the  boarders 
wei-e  called.  I  immediately  called  the  boarders  away,*  and  pro« 
ceoded  to  the  spar-deck,  where  I  found  that  the  enemy  had  suc- 
ceeded in  boarding  us,  and  gained  possession  of  our  quarter  deck. 
I  immediately  gave  orders  to  haul  on  board  the  fore-tack,  for  the 
purpose  of  shooting  the  ship  clear  of  the  other,  and  then  made  an 
attempt  to  re-gain  the  quarter-deck,  but  was  wounded  and  thrown 
down  on  the  gun -deck.  I  again  made  an  efiort  to  collect  the 
boarders,  but  m  the  mean  time  the  enemy  had  gained  complete 
possession  of  the  ship.  On  my  being  carried  down  in  the  cock- 
pit, I  tliere  found  captain  Lawrence  and  lieutenant  Ludlow,  both 
mortally  wounded  ;  the  former  had  been  carried  below,  previously 
to  the  snip's  being  boarded  ;  the  latter  was  wounded  in  attempting 
to  repel  the  boarders.  Among  those  who  fell  early  in  the  action, 
was  Mr.  Edward  J.  Ballard,  the  4th  lieutenant,  and  lieutenant 
James  Broom,  of  marines. 

1  herein  enclose  you  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  by 
which  vou  will  perceive  that  every  officer,  upon  whom  the  charge 
of  tlie  ship  would  devolve,  was  either  killed  or  wounded,  previously 
to  her  capture.  The  enemy  report  the  loss  of  Mr.  Watt,  their  first 
lieutenant,  the  purser,*  the  captain's  clerk,  and  23  seamen  killed  ; 
and  captain  Broke,  a  midshipman,  and  56  seamen  wounded. 

The  Shannon,  had,  in  addition  to  her  full  complement,  an  officer 
and  1 6  men  belon<;ing  to  tlie  Belle  Poule,  and  a  part  of  the  crew 
belonging  to  the  Tenedos. 

I  have  the  honour  be,  &c. 

GEORGE  BUDD. 

The  Hon.  William  Jones, 

Secretary'  of  the  Navy,  Washingtou. 


Return  of  killed  and  wounded  on  hoard  the  Chesapeake,  in  her 

action  with  the  Shannon. 


Kilied-Officcrs,      - 

-      ♦      10 

Wounded — Officers, 

-       -      21 

Seamen, 

-      -   26 

Seamen, 

-  57 

Marines,    - 

-      -      11 

>Iarines, 

-      -      20 

Total  kiUed,      47 


Total  wounded,      98 


1«» 

SACKETT'S  HARBOR,  June  18th,  1613. 

ording  to  jour  orders  of  the  I4th  instant,  I  proceeded  olF 

le  Isle,  in  the  schooner  Lady  of  the  Lake.    On  the  morning 

l6th  fell  in  with  and  captured  the  English  schooner  Lady 

y,  from  Kingston,  bound  to  York,  loaded  with  provisions 

imunition. 

losed  is  a  list  of  one  ensign,  fifteen  non-commissioned  offi* 

nd  privates,  found  on  board,  with  six  men  attached  to  th^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

WOLCOTT  CHAUNCEY. 

aodore  Chauacey. 


MONTREAL,  June  18th,  1813. 

deem  it  my  duty  to  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  possi- 
give  you  a  more  detaileil  account  of  the  affair  of  the  6th  in* 
lear  Stony  Creek,  than  1  have  before  had  it  in  my  power  to  do. 
he  morning  of  the  5th  I  arrived  at  Forty  Mile  Creek.  The 
ment  under  general  Winder  was  then  under  marching 
for  Stony  Creek.  After  a  short  halt  the  whole  marched 
t  place  and  arrived  there  between  five  and  six  o'clock,  P.  M. 
ch  place  a  small  picket  of  the  enemy  was  posted,  but  retired 
approach.  The  advanced  guard  pursued,  and  soon  fell  in 
picket  of  about  100  strong,  under  colonel  Williams.  A 
sh  ensued.  I  hastened  to  the  main  body.  Williams  retreat- 
1  our  advance  pursued.  The  pursuit  was  continued  rather 
than  I  could  have  wished,  but  returned  to  their  proper  posi- 
the  line  of  march,  not  far  from  sun-set.  I  had  oraered  the 
id  14th,  who  were  in  the  rear,  to  take  a  position  for  the 
near  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  to  cover  the  boats,  (should 
rrive)  which  would  be  on  the  route  which  I  intended  to  pur- 
)  next  morning ;  and  a  favourable  position  presenting  itself» 
tnped  with  the  residue  of  the  troops  fexcept  captain  Archer** 
ay  of  artillery,  which  encamped  vdui  the  13tli  and  14th)  on 
>t  where  we  had  halted,  with  an  advanced  picket  from  half 
e  quarters  of  a  mile  in  front,  with  express  orders  for  them  to 
lit  constantly  a  patrole.  A  right  and  left  flank  guard  and  a 
lard  were  also  posted.  I  gave  positive  orders  for  the  troopa 
on  their  arms.  Contrary  to  my  orders  fires  were  kindled ; 
ire  are  doubts  whether  this  operated  for  or  against  us,  as  the 
f  the  25th,  which  were  in  iront,  and  by  my  orders  had 
bandoned,  enabled  us  to  see  a  small  part  of  the  enem^ 
die  fires  on  our  left  enabled  the  enemy  to  see  our  line.  On 
ole,  I  think  it  operated  acainst  us.  I  did  expect  the  enemy 
attack  us  that  night,  if  ne  intended  to  fight;  but  perhaps 
IS  not  expected  by  all.    I  had  my  horse  confined  near  la^ 
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and  directed  that  the  harness  should  not  be  taken  from  the  artil- 
lery horses.     1  directed  where  and  how  the  line  should  be  formedj 
in  case  of  attack.    About  an  Itour  before  daj-liglit  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  6tJi>  the  alarm  was  given.  I  was  instantly  up,  and  th» 
25th,  which  lay  near  me,  was  almost  as  instantly  u>rmcd,  as  wel  J 
as  the  5th  and  23d,  which  was  on  the  left,  under  the  immediate 
eye  of  general   Winder.    Owins  to   the  neglect  of  the  fron~u 
picket,  or  some  other  cause,  the  Sritisli  forces  say  that  thej  wer» 
not  hailed,  or  an  alarm  given,  until  they  were  within  300  jardi 
of  our  line.    The  extreme  darkness  prevented  us  from  seeing  oi 
knowing  at  what  point  they  intended  to  attack  us,  until  an  attac' 
ivas  made  upon  our  ri^ht.     A  well  directed  fire  was  opened  upoi 
{hem  from  the  25th,  and  from  nearly  the  whole  line.    After  a  fe' 
minutes  I  heard  several  muskets  in  our  rear,  in  the  direction 
the  rear  guard,  ami  then  expected  that  tlie  enemy  had  gained 
rear  by  some  path  unkown  to  us,  and  was  about  to  attack  us 
the  rear.     I   instantly  ordered  colonel   Milton,  witli  tlic  5th, 
form  in  our  rear  near  the  woods,  to  meet  such  circumstances 

mi^ht  take   place,  knowing  that  I  could  call  him  to  any  od j^r 

point  if  necessary,  at  any  moment.     I  had  obser\'ed  that  the        .ar- 
tillery was  not  covered,  and  directed  general  Winder  to  cause    '^^ht 
S3d  to  be  formed  so  far  to  the  rislit,  that  their  riglit  should  c(^  ler 
the  artillery.     At  this  moment  1  heard  a  new  burst  of  fire  fsmoQ 
tlie  enemy's  left,  on  our  right,  and  not  able  to  see  any  thing  wk-^ic& 
took  place,  I  set  out    full  speed  towards  the   right,  to  take  ivmea- 
aures  to   pi  event  my  right  flank  from  being  turned,  wliich  £     ex- 
pected was  tlie  object  of  the  enemy.     I  had  pmceeded  but  a    few 
yards  before  my  horse  fell  under  me,  by  which  fall  1  received  a 
serious  injury.     Here  was  a  time  when  1  have  no  recollection  of 
ivhat  passed,  but  1   presume   it  was  not  long.     As  soon  as  T  re- 
covered, i  recollected  what  my  object  was,  and  made  my  way  to 
the   right,   and  ioive.  major  Smith  such   directions  as  I  thov^ 
proper,  to  prevent  his  riglit  from  being  turned  by  surprise.    Iwaa 
then  returnint^  toward  the  centre,  and  when  near  the  artilleiTi 
heard   men,  who,  by  the  noise,  appeared   to   be   in  confusion,  it 
l>eing  the  point  at  which  i  expected  the  2.>d  to  be  formed;  I  ex- 
pected it  \^  as  that  regiment. 

I  approached  them,  and  as  soon  as  I  was  near  enough,  I  saw  a 
body  of  men,  who  I  thought  to  be  the  2.)d,  in  the  rear  of  the  ar- 
tillery, broken.     I  hobbled  in  amongst  them,  and  began  to  rallv 
tJiem,  and  directed  them  to  form  ;  but  I  soon  found  my  mistake 
it  was   tlie  British  49tli  who  had  pushed  forA\  ard  to   the  head ' 
their  column,  and  gained  the  rear  of  the  artillery.     1  was  inur 
diately  disarmed,  and  conveyed  down  the  column  to  its  rear. 
was  not  yd  day,  and  the  extreme  darkness  of  the  night,  to  wk 
vas  added  the  smoke  of  tlie  fire,  put  it  totally  out  of  our  po 
to  see  the  situation  of  the  enemy.     This  >\as  all  that  saved  f 
columns  from  sure  and  total  destruction,  of  which  some  of  ' 
dfficers  are  aware.    After  seeing  the  situation  of  the  colonui 
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dlssed,  I  did  hope  and  expect  that  general  Winder,  on  ths 
irst  dawn  of  light,  would  see  their  situation,  and  bring  colonel 
if  ilton  with  the  5th  (whom  I  had  still  kept  in  reserve  until  I  could 
are  day-light  to  discern  their  situation)  to  attack  this  column^ 
'hich  I  am  sure  he  would  have  done  to  advantage  ;  but,  to  my 
Lortification,  I  soon  learned  that  he  had  fallen  into  the  same  mis-^ 
ike  with  myself ;  and  by  endeavouring  to  learn  what  was  taking 
lace  in  the  centre,  he  was  also  taken,  as  well  as  major  Van  De 
enter.  To  the  extreme  darkness  of  the  night,  the  encmy'a 
nowled^  of  his  intended  point  of  attack,  and  our  not  know- 
ig  at  what  point  to  expect  him,  must  be  attributed  this  partial 
Access,  and  not  to  a  want  of  strength  or  bravery  in  our  troops, 
fho  generally  behaved  remarkably  well  under  all  circumstances; 
nd  however  unfortunate  the  event,  as  it  relates  to  myself,  I  only 
sk  that  all  the  circumstances  may  be  taken  into  consideration,  in 
taking  up  jour  opinion  upon  the  conduct  of  general  Winder 
dd  myself  m  this  affair,  which  I  am  sure  you  willdo,  and  I  flatter 
lysclf  you  will  see  no  cause  of  censure.  I  regret  that  my  decre- 
id  situation,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  we  have  been  brought 
y  this  place,  has  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  give  you  a  detailed 
cconnt  of  the  affair  earlier.  I  am  now  able  to  walk  some  with, 
ie  aid  of  a  cane,  and  hope  I  shall  continue  to  recover. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
JOHN  CHANDLER, 

Brigadier  OensraU 
Ujop  General  Dearborn* 


NAVY  YAKD,  GOSPORT,  June  ^Ist,  1812. 

IR, 

On  Saturday,  at  1 1  P.  M.  captain  Tarbell  moved  with  the 
otilla  under  his  command,  consisting  of  15  gun-boats  in  two 
Hrisions ;  lieutenant  John  M.  Gardner,  1st  division,  and  lieutenant 
;obert  Henley,  the  2d,  manned  from  the  frigate  ;  and  50  musket'^ 
sers  general  Taylor  ordered  from  Craney  Island,  and  proceeded 
own  the  river ;  but  adverse  winds  ana  squalls  prevented  his 
pproaching  the  enemy  until  Sunday  morning  at  4  P.  M.  whea 
le  flotilla  commenced  a  heavy  galling  fire  on  a  frigate,  at  about 
iree  quarters  of  a  mile  distance,  lying  well  up  the  roads,  two 
tlier  frigates  lying  in  sight.  At  half  past  4  a  breeze  sprung  up 
"om  east  liorth  east,  which  enabled  the  two  frigates  to  get  under 
'ay,  one  a  razee  or  very  heavy  ship,  and  the  other  a  frigate,  to 
dme  near  into  the  action.  The  boats  in  consequence  of  their 
pproach  hauled  off*,  though  keeping  up  a  well  directed  fire  on  the 
izee  and  other  ship,  which  gave  us  several  broadsides.  The  fri- 
ate  first  engaged,  supposed  to  be  the  Junon,  was  certainly  very 
ererely  handled.  Had  the  calm  continued  one  half  hour,  that 
rigate  must  have  fallen  into  our  hands  or  been  destroyed.    She 


178 

must  have  slipt  her  mooring  so  as  to  drop  nearer  the  razee,  wh# 
had  all  sails  set  coming  up  to  her  with  the  other  frigate.  ITic 
action  continued  one  hour  and  a  half  with  the  three  ships.  Shortlj 
after  tlie  action  the  razee  got  along  side  of  the  ship,  and  had  her 
upon  a  deep  careen  in  a  little  time  with  a  number  of  boats  and 
stages  round  her.  I  am  sati-^fied  considerable  damage  was  done 
to  her, for  she  was  silenced  si)me  time,  until  the  razee  opened  her 
fire,  when  she  commenced  ai^ain.  Our  loss  is  very  trifling.  Mr. 
Allison,  ma5?ter's  mate  on  board  number  139,  was  killed  early  in 
the  action  by  an  eighteen  pound  ball,  which  passed  through  nini 
and  lodged  in  the  mast,  r^umber  1 54  had  a  shot  between  wind 
and  water.  Number  G7  had  her  franklin  shot  awav,  and  several 
q{  tliem  had  some  of  their  sweeps  as  well  as  their  stauntions  shot 
away ;  but  two  men  slightly  injured  by  the  splinters  from  the 
sweeps.  On  the  flood  tide  several  ships  of  the  line  and  frigates 
came  into  the  roads,  and  we  did  expect  an  attack  last  night.  There 
are  now  in  the  roads  thirteen  ships  of  the  line  and  mgates,  one 
brig  and  several  tenders. 

1  cannot  say  too  much  of  the  officers  and  men  on  this  occasion, 
for  every  man  appeared  to  go  into  action  with  so  much  cheerful- 
ness, apparently  to  do  their  duty,  resolved  to  conquer.  I  had  a 
better  opportunity  of  discovering  their  actions  than  any  one  else, 
being  in  my  boat  the  whole  of  the  action. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  CASSIN. 

The  Secretary  of  tlic  Na\y. 


ATTACK  UPON  CRANEY  ISLAND. 

NXW  YARD,  GOSPORT,  June  23d,  1813. 
SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  vou  that  on  the  20th  the  enemy 
•got  under  way,  in  all  thirteen  sail,  and  dropped  up  to  the  mouth 
of  James  River,  one  ship  beaiing  a  flag  at  the  mizen.  At  5  P.  M. 
were  discovered  making  great  preparation  with  troops  for  landings 
having  a  number  of  boats  for  the  purpose.  Finding  Craney  Island 
rather  weak  manned,  captain  Tarbell  directed  lieutenants  Neale, 
Shubrick  and  Sanders,  with  100  seamen  on  shore,  at  11  A,  M.  to 
a  small  battery  on  the  north  west  point  of  the  island.  Tuesdaj 
22d,  at  the  dawn,  the  enemy  were  discovered  landing ^round  the 

Sint  ol  Nansemond  River,  said  to  be  4,000  troops  ;  and  at  8  A. 
.  the  barges  attempted  to  land  in  front  of  the  island,  out  of  reach 
of  the  shot  from  the  gun- boats,  when  lieutenants  Neale,  Shubrick 
and  Sanders,  with  the  sailors;  and  lieutenant  Brackenbridse,  with 
the  marines  of  the  Constellation,  150  in  number,  opened  me  fire, 
which  was  so  well  directed,  that  the  enemy  were  glad  to  get  oflf^ 
after  sinking  three  of  their  largest  boats.  One  of  them,  called  the 
Centipede,  admiral  Warren's  boat,  fifty  feet  in  length,  carried  75 


178 

en,  the  greater  part  of  whom  were  lost  by  her  sinking.  Twenty 
idlers  and  sailors  were  saTed,  and  the  boats  hauled  up«  I  pre- 
une  there  were  forty  fell  back  in  the  rear  of  the  island,  and 
tmmenced  throwing  rockets  from  Mr.  Wise^s  houses;  when 
in-boat  67  threw  a  few  shots  over  that  way,  they  dispersed  and 
ent  back. 

We  have  had  all  day  deserters  from  the  army  coming  in ;  I 
LTe  myself  taken  in  25,  and  18  prisoners  belonging  to  the  Cen* 
pede« 

The  officers  of  the  Constellation  fired  their  18  pounder  more 
ke  riflemen  than  artillerists.  I  never  saw  such  shooting,  and 
»iously  believe  they  saved  the  island.  In  the  evening  their  boats 
une  round  the  point  of  Nansemond,  and  at  sun -set  were  seen 
stuming  to  their  ships  full  of  men.  At  dusk  they  strewed  the 
lere  along  with  fires,  in  order  to  runaway  by  the  light. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  CASSIN* 

he  honourable  William  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


AFFAIR  AT  BEAVER  DAMS. 

FORT  GEORGE,  June  25th,  1813. 

I  have  the  mortification  of  informing  you  of  an  unfortunate 
id  unaccountable  event  which  occuiTcd  yesterday.  On  the  23d, 
!)  evening,  colonel  Boerstler  with  570  men,  infantry,  artillery, 
ivalry  and  riflemen,  in  due  proportion,  was  ordered  to  march, 
f  the  way  of  Queenstown,  to  a  place  called  the  Beaver  Dams,  on. 
le  high  ground,  about  eight  or  nine  miles  from  Queenstown,  to 
ttack  and  disperse  a  body  of  the  enemy  collected  there  for  the 
irpose  of  procuring  provisions  and  harassing  those  inhabitants 
ho  are  considered  friendly  to  the  United  States ;  their  force  was, 
om  the  most  direct  information,  composed  of  one  company  of 
le  104th  regiment,  above  80  strong;  from  150  to  200  militia, 
id  from  50  to  60  Indians.  At  8  o'clock  yesterday  morning, 
hen  within  about  two  miles  of  the  Beaver  Dams,  our  detachment 
as  attacked  from  an  ambuscade,  but  soon  drove  the  enemy  some 
istance  into  the  woods,  and  then  retired  to  a  clear  field,  and  sent 
1  express  for  a  reinforcement,  saying  he  would  maintain  his  posi- 
on  until  reinforced.  A  reinforcement  of  300  men,  marched 
^mediately,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Chrystie ;  but  on  ar- 
ving  at  Queenstown,  colonel  Chrystie  received  authentic  infor- 
lation,  that  lieutenant  colonel  Boerstler,  with  his  command,  had 
irrendered  to  the  enemy,  and  tfie  reinforcement  returned  to  camp. 
.  man  who  belonged  to  a  small  corps  of  volunteer  riflemen,  came 
i  this  morning,  who  states  that  the  eoemy  siurrounded  our  de^ 
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iachment  in  the  woods,  and  towanls  12  o'clock,  commenced  a 
general  attack ;  that  our  troops  fought  more  than  two  hours,  until 
the  artillery  had  expended  the  whole  of  its  ammunition,  and  then 
surrendered,  and  at  the  time  of  the  surrender,  the  informant 
made  his  escape.  Why  it  should  have  been  deemed  propter  to 
remain  several  hours  in  a  position  surrounded  with  woods,  v  ithout 
either  risking  a  decisive  action,  or  eftecting  a  retreat,  remains  to 
be  accounted  for,  as  well  as  the  project  of  waiting  for  a  reinforce- 
ment, from  a  distance  of  15  or  16  miles. 

No  information  has  been  received  of  the  killed  or  wounded. 
The  enemy's  fleet  has  again  arrived  in  our  neighbourhood. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

H.  DEARBORN. 
The  Secretary  of  War. 


U.  S.  FLOTU J.A,  CAPE  ^L\Y,  June  29th,  1813. 

SIR, 

Laying  off  Dennis's  Creek  this  morning,  I  discovered  that 
an  enemy's  sloon  of  war  had  chased  a  small  vessel,  and  had  taken 
her  near  the  Overfalls.  I  immediately  got  under  weigh  and 
stood  down  the  bay.  The  sloop  of  war  stood  so  near  the  Over- 
falls that  she  grounded  slightly  on  the  outer  ridge  of  Crow's 
Shoals.  I  thought  proper  to  endeavour  to  bring  him  to  action. 
I  succeeded  and  got  within  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and  anchor- 
ed the  boats  (consisting  of  eight  gun  boats  and  two  block  sloops) 
in  a  line  aheaid.  A  heavy  frigate  had  by  this  time  anchored  about 
a  half  mile  further  out.  After  a  cannonade  of  one  hour  and  forty- 
five  minutes,  in  which  the  ships  kept  up  a  constant  and  heavy  fire, 
heaving  their  shot  from  a  halfto  three  quarters  of  a  mile  over  us, 
they  doing  us  little  or  no  damage,  tlieir  shot  seldom  striking  us,  the 
sloop  of  war  and  frigate  finding  our  shot  to  tell  on  then-  hulls, 
manned  their  boats,  ten  in  number,  (  2  launches,  the  rest  large 
barges  and  cutters)  with  from  30  to  40  men  each,  and  despatched 
tlicm  after  ^n  boat  No.  121,  sailing  marter  Shead,  which  had  un- 
fortunately fell  a  mile  and  a  half  out  of  the  line,  although  it  had 
been  my  possitive  and  express  orders  to  anchor  at  half  cable 
length  apart,  and  not  furtner.  From  the  strong  ebb  tide  they 
succeeded  in  capturing  her,  after  a  gallant  resistance,  (for  three 
times  did  No.  121  discharge  her  long  gun,  apparently  full  of  can- 
nister,  among  the  whole  line  of  boats,  when  at  a  very  short  dis- 
tance»  which  must  have  done  execution,  and  not  till  after  he  was 
boarded  did  the  coloui*s  comedown)  before  any  assistance  could  be 
given  her :  however,  we  got  near  enough  to  destroy  three  or  four  of 
their  boats,  and  must  have  killed  a  vast  number  of  men.  It  being  a 
calm,  they  succeeded  in  getting  her  away,  by  sending  all  their 
boats  ahead  and  towing  her,  but  nave  paid  dearly  for  their  temer-* 
ity ;  tliey  must  at  least  have  had  onc-tnird  of  their  men  killed  and 
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^^pvwmded.    Thtj  pttt  one  shot  through  the  foot  of  the  Buffidoe^ 

J|ib,  and  one  throa^h  the  under  part  of  the  bowsprit,  and  cut  gun 
lEioat    No.  125,   sailing  master  L.  Moleire's  ringing  in   several 
places,  and  an  eighteen  pound  shot  struck  her  long  gun  and  in- 
dented it  several  inches ;  but  happy  am  I  to  say,  that  not  a  man 
^vas  wounded  in  any  of  the  boats,  except  the  one  captured,  and 
'ha.ye  not  yet  learned  their  fate.     I  feel  much  indebted  to  lieuten- 
ant Mitchell,  and  officers  commanding  gun  boats,  for  their  spirit- 
ed conduct  in  carrying  into  execution  my  orders ;  and  if  i  may 
judge  from  the   gaflant  resistance  made  by  sailing  master  Sheacl, 
in    engaging  when  surrounded   by  the  boats  of  the  enemy,  that 
every  officer  and  man  of  the  flotilla  will  do  their  duty  in  all  situa- 
tion8« 

I  havi  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
SAMUEL  ANGUS, 
Commanding  U*  8.  DeLjlotilla, 

P.  S.  The  action  commenced  at  7  minutes  before  1  P.  M.  and 
ended  at  37  minutes  after  2  P.  M. 


U.  S.  FRIGATE  ESSEX,  PACIFIC  OCEAN, 

July  2d,  1813. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  on  the  29th  of  April,  in 
the  latitude  of  40  north,  longitude  91  15  west,  about  20  miles  to 
the  northward  of  the  island  of  Albermarle,  one  of  the  Gallapagos, 
in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  I  captured  the  Britisli  ship  Montezuma ; 
two  others  being  in  sight,  close  together,  distant  from  us  about 
7  miles,  which  we  were  informed  were  the  British  letters  of 
marque  ships  Policy  and  Geor^na ;  the  first  mounting  10  guns, 
6  and  9  pounders;  the  other  six  18  pounders,  4  swivels,  and  6 
long  blunderbusses  mounted  on  swivels.  The  wind  being  li^t 
and  variable,  and  confiding  sreatly  in  the  bravery  and  enterpnse 
of  my  ofllcers  and  men,  and  apprehensive  of  their  escape  from 
the  prevalence  of  fogs  in  that  climate,  I  directed  the  boats  of  this 
ship  to  be  armed  and  manned,  and  divided  into  two  divisions, 
diacing  the  first  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Downes,  1st 
lientenant,  in  a  whale  boat,  accompanied  by  midshipman  Farra- 
gutt.  The  officers  in  command  of  boats  under  lieutenant  Downes, 
were  lieutenant  S.  D.  M'Knight,  in  the  3d  cutter,  accompanied 
by  midshipman  W.  H.  Odenheimer,  sailing  master  John  P.  Cow-^ 
ell,  in  the  jolly  boat,  accompanied  by  midshipman  H.  W.  0^en» 
and  midshipman  George  Isaacs,  in  the  2d  cutter.  The  2d  division 
under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Wilmer,  2d  lieutenant  in  the 
fnnnace,  accompanied  by  midshipman  Henry  Gray,  and  master's 
mate  James  Terry;  lieutenant  Wilson  and  Mr.  Shaw,  purser,  in 
ihiQ  l8t  cutter,  and  lieutenuit  Gamble,  of  the  marines,  in  the  |pg. 


Bailable  signals  were  established,  and  each  boat  had  her  particular 
station  pointed  out  for  tlie  attack,  and  every  other  previous  ar- 
rangement was  made  to  prevent  confusion*  The  boats,  seven  in 
number,  rowed  off  in  admirable  order.  Guns  were  fired  from  the 
enemy  to  terrify  tliem  ;  they  rowed  up  under  the  muzzles  of  the 
guns  and  took  their  stations  for  attacking  the  first  ship,  and  no 
sooner  was  the  American  flag  displayed  by  lieutenant  Downes,  as 
the  signal  for  boarding,  and  tlie  intention  was  discovered  by  the 
enemy,  than  the  colours  were  struck,  without  a  shot  being  nred ; 
so  much  were  they  daunted  by  the  intrepidity  of  our  brave  oflBcers 
and  men.  They  then  left  a  crew  on  board  the  prize  and  took  their 
stations  for  attacking  the  otlier  vessel,  when  her  fla^  was  also 
struck,  on  the  first  call  to  surrender.  Thus  were  two  nne  British 
ships,  each  pierced  for  20  guns,  worth  near  half  a  million  of  dollars, 
mounting  between  them  16  guns  and  manned  with  55  men,  well 
supplied  with  ammunition  and  small  arms,  surrendered,  without 
the  slightest  resistance,  to  seven  small  open  boats,  with  fifty  men, 
armed  only  witli  muskets,  pistols,  boarding-axes,  and  cutlasses ! 
Be  assurecl,  sir,  tliat  Britons  have  either  learned  to  respect  the 
courage  of  Americans,  or  they  are  not  so  courageous  themselves 
as  they  would  wish  us  to  believe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  yours,  &c. 

D.  PORTER. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  at  Washin^^ton; 


U.  S.  FRIGATE  ESSEX,  AT  SEA, 

Pacific  Occaii,  July  2d,  1813. 

SIR* 

On  the  23d  March  last,  I  sailed  from  —  shaping  mj 
course  to  the  northward,  and  on  the  26th  of  the  same  montii  feu 
in  with  the  Peruvian  corsair  ship  Nereyda,  mounting  15  sons. 
She  had,  a  few  days  before,  captured  two  American  whale  snips, 
the  crews  of  wliich  (amounting  in  number  to  twenty-four  men) 
were  then  detained  prisoners  on  board  her ;  and  they  could  assiga 
BO  other  motive  for  the  capture,  than  that  they  were  the  allies  ot 
Great  Britain,  and  as  such  should  capture  all  American  vessels 
they  could  full  in  with ;  therefore,  to  prevent  in  future  such  vexa- 
tious proceedings,  I  threw  all  her  armament  into  the  sea,  liberated 
the  Americans,  and  dismissed  the  Nereyda.  I  then  proceeded 
with  all  possible  despatch  for  Lima,  to  intercept  one  of  tne  detain- 
ed vessels,  which  had  parted  with  tlic  Nereyda  only  three  days 
before,  and  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  arrive  there  and  re -capture 
her  on  the  5th  of  April,  at  the  moment  she  was  entering  the  port* 
Tliis  vessel  (the  ship  Barclay^,  captain  Gideon  Randall,  of  New 
Bedford)  I  took  under  my  protection,  aud  have  had  her  with  me 
tfircr  since. 
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Pram  Limt  I  proeeeddl  to  the  OaHipagoi  Minds*  irhtn  I 
captured  the  following  British  ships,  viz : 

Letters  of  Marque* 

Montezuma,  £70  tons*        21  men,        £  guns« 

Policy,  275 

Georgiana,  280 

Atlantic^  551 

Greenwich,  338 

The  Georgiana  being  reputed  a  very  fast  sailer,  and  apparent!/ 
well  calculated  for  a  cruiser,  I  mounted  16  guns  on  her,  and  gave 
the  command  of  her  to  that  excellent  officer,  lieutenant  John 
X>ownes,  with  a  complement  of  42  men ;  appointing  midshipmaik 
W.  H.  Hadaway  actine  lieutenant  on  boara  ner,  and  sent  her  on 
^  cruize.  Lieutenant  Downes  joined  me  at  Tumhez,  near  Guya- 
<|uil,  on  the  coast  of  Peru,  on  the  24th  June,  after  capturing  3 
2>ria^s,  to  wit : 

Liters  of  Marque  ships* 

Hector,         270  tons,         25  men,       •  1 1  gunsv 
Catharine,     270  29  8 

Rose,  220  21  *      8 

The  1st  had  two  men  killed  and  six  badly  wounded  in  he^ 
^rencontre  with  the  Georgiana ;  and  the  Rose  was  discharged  (after 
^~  ing  deprived  of  her  armament)  with  all  the  prisoners  captured 


bj  the  Geor^ana,  as  they  amounted  to  nearly  double  her  crew| 
mne  was  furnished  with  a  passport  to  proceed  to  St.  Helena* 

My  own  prisoners  I  lioerated  on  parole  at  Tumbez.    I  found 
%)▼  experience  that  the  Georeiana  did  not  deserve  the  charactev 
^▼en  of  her  sailing.     I  therefore  shipped  her  officers  and  crew  to 
'^e  Atlantic,  and  mounted  on  her  20  guns,  with  a  complement  of 
CO  men,  and  appointed  midshipman  R.  Dashiell  acting  sailing 
viaster  on  board  of  her.    To  this  vessel  1  gave  the  name  of  the 
'Essex  Junior.    1  also  fitted  up  the  ship  Greenwich,  as  a  8tore*ship^ 
and  mounted  on  her  20  guns,  placing  her  under  the  command  oC 
lieutenant  Gamble,  of  the  marines.  On  board  her  1  have  put  all  th» 
pirovisions  and  stores  of  my  other  prizes,  except  a  supply  of  three 
end  a  half  months  for  each,  and  have  b;^  this  means  secured  my- 
self a  full  supply  of  every  necessary  article  for  seven  months.    I 
had  hoped  to  dispose  of  my  other  prizes  at  Guyaquil :  tiie  govern-* 
on  ill  rem,  however,  are  excessively  alarmed  at  my  appearance 
on  the  coast,  as  my  fleet  amounts  now  to  nine  sail  of  vessels,  all 
formidable  in  their  appearance,  and  thev  would,  if  they  dare,  treat 
us  with  hostility  little  short  of  declared;  enemies. 

I  have  given  to  Mr.  John  G.  Cowell,  sailing  master,  an  appoints 
ment  to  act  3d  lieutenant ;  midshipman  John  S.  Cowan  to  act  4th 
Untenant,  and  midshipman  Odenheimer  as  sailing  master.  1  beg, 
sir,  that  the  appointment  of  those  oAcers,  as  well  as  of  lieutenant 
^.  D«.M'Kn]gnt>  who  is  acting  seeonAHentepaat,  Mid  those  serving 
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on  board  the  Essex  Junior,  may  be  confirmed  by  the  ^epartmcfit« 
1  have  given  to  Mr.  M.  W.  Bostwick,  mj  clerk,  the  appointment 
of  acting  midsliipman  ;  not  that  he  is  desirous  of  coming  forward 
in  the  navy  in  that  line,  but  I  hoped  by  this  means  to  mtroduce 
him  to  the  notice  of  the  department,  as  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to 
recommend  him  strongly  as  a  suitable  person  to  hold  the  appoint- 
ment  of  purser.  Doctors  Richard  R.  Hoffman,  and  Alexander  M. 
Montgomery,  two  gentlemen  of  great  merit,  who  volunteered  their 
services  with  me  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  have  received 
actins  appointments  from  me,  the  first  as  surgeon  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  doctor  Miller ;  the  other  as  surgeon's 
mate.  To  the  great  care  and  attention  of  those  gentlemen,  may, 
in  a  considerable  decree,  be  attiibuted  the  extraordinary  health  of 
the  crew ;  and  as  they  are  both  desirous  of  joining  the  navy,  I 
hope  their  appointments  may  be  confirmed. 

I  have  also  appointed  my  marine  officer  and  chaplain  to  the 
command  of  prizes.  They  all  enter  with  cheerfulness  into  their 
new  duties  ;  and  if  the  expedition  should  not  prove  successful,  it 
will  not  be,  I  anv  persuaaed,  owing  to  our  want  of  activity  or 
vigilance ;  and  of  tins  you  must  be  satisfied,  as  for  the  last  eight 
months  we  have  been  constantly  at  sea,  with  the  exception  of  23 
days,  and  yet,  sir,  we  have  enjoyed  extraordinary  health  and 
spirits ;  no  symptom  of  the  scurvy  having  yet  appeared  in  the 
ship,  nor  have  we,  at  this  moment,  more  than  two  on  the  sick  list; 
ancl  their  diseases  are  more  owing  to  the  infirmities  of  old  age 
than  any  other  cause.  Indeed,  sir,  when  I  compare  my  present 
situation  with  what  it  was  when  I  doubled  Cape  Horn,  I  cannot 
but  esteem  myself  fortunate  in  an  extraordinary  degree.  There 
my  ship  was  shattered  by  tempestuous  weather,  and  destitute  of 
every  thing ;  my  officers  and  crew  half  starved,  naked  and  wora 
out  with  fatiffue.  Now,  sir,  my  ship  is  in  prime  order,  abundantly- 
supplied  wi£  every  thing  necessary  for  her.  I  have  a  noble  ship 
for  a  consort  of  20  guns,  and  well  manned  ;  a  store-ship  of  20  guns 
well  supplied  with  the  best  of  every  thing  we  may  want,  and 
prizes  which  would  be  worth  in  England  two  millions  of  dollars  ; 
and  what  renders  the  comparison  more  pleasing,  the  enemy  ha» 
furnished  all.  Excuse  me,  sir,  for  not  making  known  my  present 
intentions,  as  this  letter  may  not  reach  you.  It,  however,  may 
be  satisfactory  to  you  to  know  how  I  intend  to  dispose  of  my 
prizes ;  let  it  suffice  to  say  that  I  shall  endeavor  to  [cypher.] 

British  letters  of  marque  are  numerous  in  these  seas,  and,  were 
it  not  for  my  arrival,  our  whale  fishers  would  have  been  much 
harrassed ;  but  tliey  now  find  it  necessary  to  keep  together  for 
mutual  protection.  I  expect  to  be  [cypher]  but  shall  be  [cypher.! 

Subjoined  is  a  list  of  deaths  since  1  left  the  United  States,  and 
beg  you  will  relieve  the  anxiety  of  my  family,  and  all  our  friends, 
by  communicating  as  much  of  this  letter  as  you  may  think  proper. 

The  times  of  my  best  men  have  expired :  but  their  attachment 
to  the  sliip,  and  their  zeal  for  the  service  we  are  engaged  ott. 
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rreTent  all  complaints  on  that  account.  It  is  not  probable  that 
ron  will  hear  from  ine  for  several  montlis  to  come,  unless  some 
lisaster  happens ;  but,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  I  shall 
lot  be  idle ;  and  I  ho})e  before  my  retam  to  make  the  services  of 
he  Essex  as  important  as  tliose  of  any  other  ship.  We  may  not 
le  individually  benefitted,  but  we  shall  do  the  enemy  much  injury, 
irhich  will  be  a  sufficient  compensation  to  us  for  all  the  hardship;^ 
jiH  privations  we  must  naturally  experience,  while  cut  ofl'  from 
Jl  communication  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  are  dependent 
in  the  precarious  supplies  the  enemy  may  ailbrd. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  ^vith  great  respect,  yours,  &c. 

D.  PORTER. 

fon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

List  of  deatJis  on  board  the  Essex  since  my  departure  from  the 

United  States. 

1812,  December  3,  Lev-i  Holmes,  seaman,  palsy. 

1813,  January  24,  Gdwanl  Sweeny,  ordinary  seaman,  old  age. 

January  24,  Samuel  Groce,  seaman,  contusion  of  the  brain,  by  a  fall  from 

the  main  yard. 
March  1,  Lewis  Price,  marine,  consumption. 
April,  4,  James  Shailbrd,  gunner's  mate,  accidental  gun  shot^-wound  of 

the  lungs. 
May  25,  Dr.  Robert  Miller,  surgeon,  disease  of  the  liver. 
May  26,  Benjamin  Geers,  qr.  gr.  inflammation  of  the  stomach, 
June  29,  John  Rodgers,  qr.  gr.  fall  from  the  miun  yard, 


WASHINGTON,  July  30th,  1813. 

SIR, 

I  consider  myself  bound  to  lay  before  you,  what  came  under 
my  knowledge,  while  on  board  the  Chesapeake,  as  well  as  on  board 
the  Shannon. 

After  the  enemy  had  completely  possession  of  the  ship,  midship- 
men Randolph  and  Flushman  were  ordered  from  the  fore  and 
main-top.  In  comiog  down  the  shrouds,  lieutenant  Faulkner, 
(the  Bntish  officer)  said  to  his  men,  kill  those  damned  rascals. 
Then,  and  immediately,  several  muskets  were  discharged  at  them» 
but  without  effect.  My  station  was  in  the  mizen-top,  where  I 
hatl  an  opportunity  of  seeing  their  actions.  I  was  looking  on  deck, 
ivhen  I  saw  one  of  the  Chesapeake's  men  crawling  along,  at- 
tempt ug  to  get  below,  with  one  oi  his  legs  oif.  One  of  the  enemy 
stepped  up  to  him  ivith  his  cutlass,  and  immediately  put  an  end  to 
his  ejcisience. 

Lieutenant  Faulkner  looked  up  in  the  mizen-top ;  pointed  at. 
mc, 

yankee 
the  coll 

for  it,  attempting  to  throw  me  overboanl ;  but  I  got  within  the 
rigging,  when  one  of  them  kicked  me  in  the  breast,  which  was  thr 


C^use  of  mj  falling;  being  stunned  by  the  fall,  I  laj  some  time 
senseless,  and  when  I  came  to,  I  was  cut  over  the  head  ivith  « 
cutlass,  which  nearly  terminated  my  existence.  Eleven  of  our 
midshipmen  were  confined  in  a  small  place,  nine  feet  by  six,  with 
an  old  sail  to  lie  on,  and  a  guard  at  the  door,  until  a  day  or  two 
before  our  arrival  at  Halifax ;  and  likewise  eleven  of  us  upon  five 
rations,  and  some  days  only  one  meal.  Our  clothes  were  taken 
on  board  of  the  Shannon ;  lieutenant  Wall  is,  the  commanding 
officer  on  board,  would  not  let  us  take  our  clothes  below  with  us. 
but  pledged  his  word  and  honour  as  an  officer,  we  should  receive 
our  clothes.  But  we  discovered  next  morning  that  their  midships 
men  had  on  our  clothes  and  side-arms.  We  were  conversing  toge- 
ther respecting  our  clothes,  one  of  their  midshipmen  overheard 
pur  conversation,  and  made  report  to  the  lieutenant  commanding. 
He  then  sent  word  to  us,  that  if  we  said  any  thing  more  about 
the  clothes,  he  would  put  us  in  the  forehold  with  the  men.  We  ex- 
pected to  receive  our  clotlies  when  we  arrived  in  port ;  bat  I 
<es8ure  you,  sir,  nothing  was  ever  restored.  Other  rascally  thing» 
occurred,  which  our  officers  will,  when  they  return,  make  known  to 
the  public,  disgraceful  to  a  civilized  nation^  If  your  request  could 
have  been  made  sooner^  I  should  have  felt  gratified  in  making  a 
fuller  statement. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
WILLIAM  BERRY. 
Hon.  L.  Condit,  Waibinglonc 


GEORGETOWN,  July  30th,  I8I0. 

SIR, 

Having  perused  a  letter  of  yours  to  Mr.  Berry,  reque8tiB| 
information  respectinflf  tlic  treatment  of  the  American  officers  an2 
seamen  of  the  late  Chesapeake,  I  consider  myself  bound,  bIti  ti 
lay  before  you  what  came  under  my  knowledge.  My  having  bees 
wounded  and  remaining  on  board  the  Chesapeake  might  not  gpv» 
me  that  scope  for  observation  which  others  possessed  1  but  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  many  thin^  transpired  aisgracefal  to  m 
brave  enemy.  ^Vhilst  undressing  myself  in  the  steerage*  rftor 
the  Americans  were  driven  below  or  had  surrendered,  and  afiisr 
resistance  had  ceased,  I  believe  entirely,  several  muskets  and  m- 
tols  were  at  once  pointed  down  the  hatchway,  and  discharged  ii 
the  direction  of  the  cock-pit,  and  as  the  steerage  and  cock-|iiil 
were  filled  with  wounded,  in  all  probability  some  of  them 
killed  outright. 

It  was  midshipman  Hopewell,  and  not  lavingston*  who  w 
inhumanly  treated,  as  described  in  the  public  prints.  It  hai  beijl  ^ 
the  custom  in  our  navy,  to  take  the  side-arms  of  officers,  (priiid''^ 
ers)  but  to  return  them  on  leaving  the  ship.  Ours  were  tak^kk; 
worn*  and  never  restored^  together  with  what  nautical  '•""■'•■■*  * 


sentft  ib%j  eeuld  lay  their  hands  on.  When  spoken  to  by  the. 
American  officers  on  the  subject,  the  answer  was,  such  mings 
were  free  piunder.  A  day  or  two  after  the  action,  I  was  convers- 
ing with  heatenants  Budd  and  Mr.  Nichols,  near  the  tafTrail,  re- 
specting the  engagement,  when  it  was  observed  some  of  the  Shan- 
non'a  men  were  listening  to  our  conversation.  Immediately  . 
after,  lieutenant  Faulkner,  the  commanding  officer,  ordered  senti* 
nels  to  be  placed  at  the  mizen-mast.  And  said  he  to  them,  if 
joa  see  any  of  the  Chesapeake's  officers  abaft  the  mizen-mast, 
ent  them  down,  if  ;^ou  see  them  conversing  together  cut  them 
down  without  hesitation.  It  will  be  remembered  that  three  officers 
who  caused  this  order,  were  all  severally  wounded.  We  received 
no  cantiont  and  overheard  it  by  accident.  So  great  was  the  rage 
for  plunder,  that  captain  Lawrence,  before  his  death,  could  nol 
obtain  a  bottle  of  wine  from  his  private  stores,  without  a  note 
from  the  doctor  to  the  lieutenant  commanding.  I  pass  over  the 
robbing  of  the  midshipmen  on  board  the  Shannon,  as  it  did  not 
come  under  my  immediate  notice.  If  your  request  could  have 
been  made  earlier,  I  should  have  felt  gratified  in  making  a  fuller 
statement. 

Yours  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  WEAYEB^ 
The  Hon.  Lewis  Cosdit,  Washington. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  SENECA  TOWNS, 

August  4th,  1813' 

SIR. 

In  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  in- 
form you  that  one  of  my  scouting  parties  had  just  returned 
from  the  lake  shore,  and  had  discovered  the  day  before,  the 
enemy  in  force  near  tfie  mouth  of  the  Sandusky  bay.  The  party 
had  not  passed  Lower  Sandusky  two  hours  before  the  advance, 
coDiiating  of  Indians,  appeared  before  the  fort,  and  in  half  an 
hour  after  alai^  detachment  of  British  troops ;  and  in  the  course 
of  the  night  they  commenced  a  cannonading  against  the  fort  with 
^ree  six  pounders  and  two  howitzers,  llie  laUer  from  gun  boats. 
The  firing  was  partially  answered  by  major  Croghan,  having  a 
sixpounder,  the  only  piece  of  artillery. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  continued  at  intervals  during  the 
second  instant,  until  about  half  after  five  P.  M.  when  finding  that 
their  cannon  made  littie  impression  upon  the  works,  and  having 
discovered  my  position,  and  nere  apprehending  an  attack,  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  carry  the  place  ny  storm.  Their  troops  were 
fonned  in  two  columns,  beutenftnt  colonel  Short  headed  the  princi- 
pal one  composed  of  the  light  Hkttalion  companies  of  the  41st  r^  J 
ment«  This  gallant  officer  conducted  his  men  to  die  brink  of  me 
ilitdi  HOder  the  most  galling  and  deatmctiye  fire  from  the  garrison^ 
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And  leapinc  into  it,  was  followed  by  a  considerble  nari  oF  his  ow9 
and  rhe  li^t  company ;  at  this  moment  a  masked  port  hole  was 
suddenly  opened,  and  a  six  pounder  with  an  half  load  of  powder, 
and  a  double  charge  of  leaclen  slugs  at  the  distance  of  30  fert 
poured  destruction  upon  them,  and  killed  or  wounded,  neirir 
every  man  who  had  entered  the  ditch.  In  vain  did  the  Britisk 
otficers  exert  themselvos  to  lead  on  the  balance  of  the  coluom; 
it  retired  in  disoi*der  under  a  shower  of  shot  from  the  fort,  ind 
sought  safety  in  the  adjoining  woods.  The  other  column,  headed 
by  the  grenadiers,  had  also  retired,  after  having  sufleredfromtiie 
muskets  of  our  men,  to  an  adjacent  ravine.  In  the  course  of  fte 
night  the  enemy,  with  the  aid  of  their  Indians,  drew  off  the  greater 
part  of  the  wounded  and  dead,  and  embarking  them  iq  boats, de- 
scended the  river  with  the  utmost  precipitation.  In  the  course  cf 
the  2d  instant,  having  heard  the  cannonading,  I  made  screral 
attempts  to  ascertain  the  force  and  situation  of  the  enemy.  Onr 
scouts  were  unable  to  get  near  the  fort  from  the  Indians  thatsor- 
rounded  it.  Finding,  however,  that  the  enemy  had  only  l^t 
artillery,  and  being  well  convinced  that  it  could  make  little  im- 

Eressioh  upon  the  works,  and  that  any  attempt  to  storm  it  would 
e  resistea  with  e'lfect,  I  waited  for  the  arrival  of  250  mooDted 
volunteers,  which  on  the  evening  before  had  left  Upper  Sandusky- 
But  as  soon  as  1  was  infomietl  that  the  enemy  wei-e  retreating  I 
set  out  Mith  the  dragoons  to  endeavour  to  overtake  them,  leavuig' 
generals  M*  Arthur  and  Cass  to  follow  with  all  the  infantry  (about 
7U0)  that  could  be  spared  from  the  protection  of  the  stores  and 
sick  at  tliis  place.    I  found  it  impossible  to  come  up  %nth  them*. 
Upon  my  arrival  at  Sandusky,  1  was  informed  by  tlie  prisoners  thai 
the  enemy's  forces  consisted  of  490  rea;ular  troops  and  500  of  ffi*" 
on'8  Indians,  commanded  by  general  Proctor  in  person,  and  ths^ 
Tecumseh,  with   about   2000   warriors,  was   somewhere  in  th^ 
swamps  between  this  and  Fort  Meigs,  expecting  my  advance  o^ 
that  of  a  convoy  of  provisions.    As  there  was  no  prospect  P^ 
doing  any  thing  in  front,  and  bein«:  apprehensive  that  Tecumseh 
might  destroy  the  stores  and  small  uetachments  in  my  rear;  t 
sent  orders  to  general  Cass,  who  commanded  the  reserve,  to  fiJl 
back  to  this  place,  and  to  general  M' Arthur,  with  the  front  line^  iP 
follow  and  siip(K)rt  him. 

I  remained  at  Sandusky  until  the  parties  that  were  sent  ovtil 
every  direction  returned ;  not  an  enemy  was  to  be  seen. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  transmit  you  major  Croghan's  official 
report. 

He  was  to  have  sent  it  to  me  this  morning.    But  I  have  joL 
heard  that  he  wa^*  so  much  exhausted  by  thirty-six  hours  of  cop- 
tinued  exertion  as  to  be  unable  to  make*it.  It  will  not  be  amtiBijt 
the  least  (»f  general   Proctor-s  mortifications  to  find  that  Imi^JmJ 
been  baffletl  by  a  youth  who  has  jAt  passed  his  twenty-fc«f    ' 
He  is  however  a  hero  worthy  of  his  gallant  uncle  (general  Wi 
Clark)  and  1  bless  my  good  fortnne  m  having  first  introdvcd^ 
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mising  shoot  of  a  distinguished  family  to  the  notice  of  thA 

emment, 

^aptain  Hunter  of  the  17th  regiment,  the  second  in  command, 

ducted  himself  with  great  propriety,  and  never  were  a  set  of 

r  young  fellows  than  mc  suW terns,  viz:  lieutenants  Johnsen 

HtLjlor  of  the  17th,  Anthony  of  the  ^th,Meeks  of  the  7th, 

ensigns  Ship  and  Duncan  of  tlie  17th. 
lie  following  account  of  tlic  unworthy  artifice  and  conduct  of 

enemy  will  excite  your  indignation.  Major  Chambers  was 
t  by  general  Proctor,  accom|)anied  by  colonel  Elliott,  to  de- 
id  the  surrender  of  the  fort.  They  were  met  by  ensign  Ship. 
I  major  observed  that  general  Proctor  had  a  number  of  can^ 
I9  a  large  body  of  regular  troops,  and  so  many  Indians  whom  it 
\  impossible  to  control,  and  it  tlie  fort  was  taken  as  it  must  be, 

whole  of  the  garrison  would  be  massacred.  Mr.  Ship  an-* 
sred  that  it  was  the  determination  of  major  Croghan,  his  officers 
1  men,  to  defend  the  garrison  or  be  buned  in  it,  and  that  they 

fit  do  their  best  Colonel  Elliott  then  addressed  Mr.  Ship, 
said,  "  you  arc  a  fine  young  man,  I  pity  your  situation,  for 
id's  sake  surrender  and  prevent  the  dreadful  slaughter  that 
lit  follow  resistance."  Ship  turned  from  him  with  indignation 
d  was  immediately  taken  hold  of  by  an  Indian,  who  attempted 
wrest  his  sword  trom  him.  Elliott  pretended  to  exert  himself 
release  him,  and  expressed  great  anxiety  to  get  him  safe  into 

h  a  former  letter  I  informed  you,  sir,  that  the  post  of  Lower 
idusky  could  not  be  defended  against  heavy  cannon,  and  that 
id  ordered  the  commandant,  if  he  could  safely  retire  upon  the 
'ance  of  the  enemy,  to  do  so  after  having  destroyed  the  fort,  as 
re  was  nothing  in  it  tliat  could  justify  the  risk  of  defending  it, 
iiihanded  as  it  is  by  a  hill  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
hin  range  of  cannon,  and  having  on  tfiat  side  old  and  illy  con- 
noted block  houses  and  dry  friable  pickets.  The  enemy  ascending 
bay  and  river  with  a  fine  breeze,  gave  major  Croghan  so  little 
ice  of  their  approach,  that  he  could  not  execute  the  order  for 
reating.  Luckily  tliey  had  no  artillery  but  six  pounders  and 
&  and  a  half  inch  howitzers. 

Beneral  Proctor  left  Maiden  with  the  determination  of  storming 
rt  Meigs.  His  immense  body  of  troops  were  divided  into  three 
nmands,  and  must  have  amounted  to  at  least  5000.  Dixon 
nmandedthe  Mackanawand  other  northern  tribes;  Tccumseh 
se  of  the  Wabash,  Illinois  and  8t.  Joseph ;  and  Round  Head,  a 
fandot  chief,  the  warriors  of  his  own  nation  and  those  of  the 
aways,  Chippeways,  and  Putawattamies  of  tlie  Michig^an  tcrri- 
f*  Upon  seeing  the  formidable  preparations  to  receive  them 
P'ort  Meics,  the  idea  of  stonniug  was  abandoned,  and  the  plan 
pted  of  decoyinc  the  garrison  out,  or  inducing  me  to  come  to 
relief  with  a  force  inadequate  to  repel  the  attack  of  his 
leBsn  hordes  of  ^avagefi.    Having   waited  several  days  for 
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<he  latter,  and  practising  ineflfectually  several   stratagenm  to 
accomplish  the  former,  provisions  began  to  be  scarce  and  tbe 
Indians  to  be  dissatisfieu.    The  attack  upon  Sandusky  was  the 
dernier  resort  The  greater  part  of  the  Inaians  refused  to  aceon- 
panj  him  and  returned  to  the  river  Raisin.    Tecumseh,  wiA  Uf 
command,  remained  in  the  neighbourhood  of  fort  Meigs  sendiif 

rrties  to  all  the  posts  upon  Hull's  road  and  those  upon  the  Au^iuu 
search  for  cattle.  Five  hundred  of  the  northern  Indians  vnder 
Dixon  attended  Proctor.  I  have  sent  a  partj  to  the  lake  to  u- 
certain  the  direction  that  the  enemj  have  taken.  The  KMto 
"which  have  returned  saw  no  signs  of  Indians  later  than  those  aide 
in  the  n^t  of  the  2d  instant,  and  a  party  has  just  arrived  fiMi 
Fort  Meigs  wlio  make  the  same  report,  i  think  it  probable  thtt 
they  have  all  gone  off.  If  so,  this  mighty  armament,  from  wUck 
ao  much  was  expected  by  the  enemv,  will  return  covered  witk 
disgrace  and  mortification.  As  captain  Perrj  was  nearly  ttdj 
to  sail  from  Erie  when  I  last  heard  from  him,  I  hope  tiuit  the 
period  will  soon  arrive  when  we  shall  transfer  the  lahoumg  9tt 
to  the  enemy,  and  oblige  him  to  encounter  some  of  the  labours  aid 
difficulties  which  we  have  undergone  in  waging  a  defensive  wtf' 
fare,  and  protecting  our  extensive  frontier  against  a  superior  force* 
I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  first  note  received 
from  major  Croehan.  It  was  wiitten  before  dajr,  and  it  hasnwe 
been  ascertained  that  of  the  enemy  there  remained  in  the  ditdt 
one  lieutenant  colonel  (by  brevet),  one  lieutenant  and  twenty-bo 
privates,  fourteen  of  them  badly  wounded.  Kvery  care  his  been 
taken  of  the  latter  and  the  oflicers  buried  with  the  honours  die  te 
their  rank  and  their  bravery.  All  the  dead  that  were  notiatke 
ditch  were  taken  oft'  in  the  night  by  the  Indians.  It  is  impooiilh 
from  the  circumstances  of  the  attack,  that  they  should  have  M 
less  than  one  hundred.  Some  of  the  prisoners  think  that.it 
amounted  to  two  hundred.  A  young  gentleman,  a  private  in  the 
Petersburg  volunteers  of  the  name  of  Brown,  assisted  by  fin  v 
aix  of  that  company,  and  of  the  Pittsburg  blues,  who  were  acd- 
dentally  in  the  fort,  managed  the  six  pounder  which  prodKrf 
each  destruction  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 
WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 
The  SecretAiy  of  War. 

N.  B.   Of  our  few  wounded  men  there  is  but  one  that  ^ 
not  be  well  in  less  than  six  days. 


LOWER  SANDUSKY,  August  5tfa»  l8l&> 

DEAR  SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  combined  femif 
tiie  enemy,  amounting  to  at  least  500  r^;ulars  and  aeven  ore^ 
hundred  Indians,  under  the  immediate  command  of  gtaenl  bMtfr 
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its  appearance  before  this  place,  early  on  Sunday  Evening 
nd  so  soon  as  the  general  had  made  such  diftposition  of  his 
^as  would  cut  oil*  my  retreat,  should  1  be  disposed  to  make 
r  tent  colonel  Klliott,  accompanied  by  major  Chambc»*s, 
flas  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  fort,  as  he  was  anxious 
re  the  eftusion  of  blood,  which  he  should  pn)bably  not  have 
power  to  do,  should  he  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
ttie  place  by  storm.  My  answer  to  the  summons  was,  that 
determined  to  defend  the  place  to  the  last  extremity,  and 

0  force,  however  lar^e,  should  induce  me  to  surremler  it* 
n  as  the  iiau;  had  returned,  a  brisk  lire  was  ofiened  upon 
nfhe  gun  boats  in  the  river,  and  from  a  5  j  inch  howitzer  on 

which  was  ke])t  uj)  witli  little  intermission  through  the 
At  an  early  hour  the  next  morning,  three  sijces  (which  had 
ilaced  during];  the  night  within  '■250  yards  of  the  pickets) 
to  play  upon  us,  but  with  little  eftect-  About  4  o'clock  P. 
scovering  that  the  Cre  from  all  his  guns  was  concentrated 
t  the  north'-M  cstcrn  angle  of  the  fort,  I  became  confident 
ia  object  was  to  make  u  breach,  and  attempt  to  storm  the 
at  that  point.  I  therefcire  ordered  out  as  many  men  as  could 
iloyed  for  the  puqwse  of  strengthening  that  ti'ont,  which  was 
actually  secured  by  means  of  bags  of  flour,  sand,  &c. 
e  picketing  suflered  little  or  no  injury.  Notwithstanding 
the  enemy,  a)>out  5  o^clock,  having  foi-med  in  close  column* 
:jn^  to  assail  our  works  at  the  expected  point,  at  the  same 
taking  two  feints  at  the  front  of  captain  Hunter's  lines,  the 

1  which  advanced  against  the  north-western  angle,  consisting 
it  330  men,  was  so  completely  enveloped  in  smoke,  as  not  to 
^vered  until  it  had  approached  within  fifteen'  or  twenty 
if  the  lines ;  but  the  men  bcin^  all  at  their  posts  and  ready  to 
s  it,  commenced  so  heavy  ancigalling  a  fire,  as  to  throw  the 
I  a  little  into  confusion.  Being  quickly  rallied,  it  advanced  to 
ter  works  and  began  to  leap  into  the  ditch*  Just  at  that  mo- 
L  fire  of  grape  was  opened  from  our  six  pounder,  (which 
dii  previously  arranged   so  as  to  rake  in  that  direction) 

together  with  the  musketry,  threw  tliem  into  such  confu- 

lat  they   were  compelled  to  retire  precipitately   to  the 

During  the  assault,  which  lasted  about  han  an  hour,  an  in- 

t  fire  was  kept  up  by  the  enemy's  artillery  (which  consisted 

sixes  and  a  howitzer)  but  without  eficct^     My  whole  loss 

the  siege,  was  one  killed  and  seven  wounded  slightly.  The 

the  enemy  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  must  exceed 

ndrcd  and  fifty ;  one  lieutenant  colonel,  a  lieutenant  and  fifty 

nd  file,  were  found  in  and  about  the  ditch ;  those  of  the  re- 

!r,  who  M'ere  not  able  to  escape,  were  taken  off  during  the 

y  the  Indians.     Seventy  stand  of  anns  and  several  brace  of 

have  been  collected  near  the  works.  About  three  in  the 

ig  the  enemy  sailed  down  the  river,  leaving  Ixihind  them  a 

lontuning  clothing  and  considerable  military  stores.    Too 
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much  praiae  cannot  be  bestowed  on  the  oflicere,  non-commim 
ed  officers,  and  privates  under  mj  command  for  their  gallan 
and  good  conduct  during  the  siege. 

Yours,  with  re«»pect, 

G.  CROGTIAN. 
•Major  }?th  U,  S.  Infantry  comdg^  L.  A 

Major  Gen.  Harrison,  commanding  N.  \V.  army. 


Coftespondcnce  between  the  Sccrctan-  of  War  and  major  pjt?ncral  "Wil 

Submitted  to  the  President  bv  the  Socrrtn y  of  War,  on  r^  thr 
23d  July,  and  communicated  to  general  >\  ilkiiison  on  tlie  Stimr  a  oj 
August,  1813, 

The  time  at  which  we  have  reason  to  expect  an  ascondencv 
lake  Ontano has  arrived.     If  onr  hoptv  on  'hat  liead  he  fulfill 
though  bui  for  a  short  period,  we  must  a^ail  oiir?(d\cs  of  the 
camstunce,  to  ^he  to  the  catnpaii;!!  a  now  and  imreascd  activi* 
For  this  puqioiie  our  f  rces  on  the  Ontjuio  >lioiild  be  rcii 
trafedy  h»ccaiise  ne't'er  section  of  them,  as  they  are  now  divii 
is  competent  to  any  «rreat  object. 

The  point  of  concentration  is  more  d<>nhtful : 
1st.  If  at  Fort  (ieorue,  our  utnosi   s^■ccos^  can  but  give  us*»  ih^ 
conimand  of  rhe  pei»insula,  which,  it  genera:  Harrison  s?ucc    ♦^edjj 
against  Maiden,  will  be  oi  diniipi>)'.ed  interest,  botli  to  uft     and 
to  the  enemy:    tons,  liocause  MaUlen   Will  ijore  complt^Te/r 
cover  our  western   frontier  v.mX  c-ntrol  the  savaju'cs  than  I*'«*rrs 
George  and  Krie :  to  the  ennn},  lu'cuuse    Maiden    lost,     nnr 
inroad  upon  the  peninsula,  will  hut  I  a\e  theeflect  of  sfiuiiefritfjf, 
not  of  divut I i js;,   'he  enemy's  line  of  operations;  in  a  wofif, 
success  at  this  point  will  not  give  to  the  cnmpai<^n  a  character 
of  derisive  advanlase. 
2d-  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  make  Sackett's  Harbor  the  point  af 
concentration,  ICingsttni  may  hrcome  tlie  object  of  (»ur  attack, 
which,  by  the  way,  will  but  be  returning  to  tlie  oiiriiiiil  plan  rf 
campaign,  prescnbed  to  general  Deaihorn.     Tins  place  i»  rf 
much  importance  to  the  enemy,  and  will  no  doubt  be  defendctt 
by  him  with  great  obstinacy,  and  with  all  the  resources  whkli 
can  be  safely  drawn  from  other  points.     That  it  may  be  taker 
by  a  joint  application  of  our  naval  and  military  means,  isnc 
however  to  be  questioned.    The  enclosed  diairram  will  show  tf 
number  and  character  of  the  enemy's  defences.     His  batten 
on  No.  1  cannot  be  sustained  but  by  his  fleet.     These  c/ 
ried,  he  is  open  to  a  descent  at  Nos.  v2  and   3.     If  he  dm 
his  force  between  both,  we  oppose  one  half  of  his  strength  t 
the  whole  of  ours.     If  he  concentrates  at  No.  9,  ve  a 
No.  3,  and  command  both  the  town  and  the  shipping; 
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icentrates  at  No.  3,  we  occupy  No.  2,  and  vdth  nearly 
me  result-. 

M)raiy  wiili  tWij^  movement,  another  maj  be  made  on  the 
r  lake  Cl.aiuniiiiii,  indicating  an  intention  of  attacking 
eal  aiicl  its  vlepciuiencies,  and  really  attackins;  them,  S 
*  Ki:.g>to»,  fliese  posts  have  been  materially  weakened. 
•titer  diiti  (hi)f*rent  operation,  to  which  our  means  arg 
tent,  would  be  a  movement  from  Sackett's  Harbor  to  Ma- 
li the  ^?(.  L;iArence.  At  this  place  the  river  maybe  most 
crusst^d.  T!ie  ground  opposite  to  it  is  a  narrow  blufi^ 
1  by  tiie  rivor  <ni  oac  side,  and  a  swamp  of  great  extent 
dillicalt,  pas-age  ou  the  other.  This  gained  and  fortified^ 
et  coulinuing  to  command  the  nater  line  from  the  head 
river  to  ()^!;vi(Misbiirg,  and  lake  St*  Francis  occupied  with 
^m\  boats  and  barges,  the  army  may  march  against  Mim- 
in  concert  with  general  Hampton.  The  only  natural 
l(y  to  tlu'  execution  of  this  plan,  would  be  presented  bj 
ch  oftiie  Graml  river  whicli  must  be  crossed;  but  at  thig 
,  tlioiigli  deep,  it  is  believed  to  be  fordable. 
the  preceding  supposition  it  is  respectfully  submitted* 
it  will  not  be  most  advisable  to  make  SackeWs  Harbor 
of  coficentr;ition,  and  leave  to  the  commanding  eeneral 
m  (to  be  determined  by  circumstances)  between  me  two 
jgestod  under  the  '2d  and  3d  hea<ls. 

JOHN  ARM8TRX)N& 

I  and  adopted,  July  23rf,  1813. 


WASHINGTON,  August  6th,  18i3, 

ve  examined  the  projects  of  the  campaign,  intended  fof 
[ind  ensuinu:  stages  of  it,  on  the  side  of  Canada,  which 
nto  my  luiuds  >esterday.  The  novelty  of  the  subject  to 
the  pre.^^uie  of  time,  will  prevent  the  deliberate  consider 

it  winch  its  importance  merits ;  and  -therefore  I  shall 
lyself  to  a  few  brief  observations  touching  the  project  of 
iltimo. 

we  command  lake  Ontario  (without  which  the  project  ii 
',able),  and  our  force  be  competent  to  carry  Kingston*  th€ 
Ltion  of  our  troops  should  take  place  at'Sackett'i  Hartxir^ 
ttack  be  made  as  promptly  as  possible. 
1  the  contrary,  should  our  combined  disposable  forC^  hi 
ncompetent  to  the  certain  and  speedy  reduction  of  Kings* 

it  may  be  preferable  to  strengthen  our  force  at  Fort 
;e,  cut  up  the  British  force  in  that  quarter,  destroy  tho 
^tablishments,  and  (should  general  Harrison  fail  mkii 
oarch  a  detachment  to  capture  Maldts* 
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While  these  operations  are  pendinpj,  a  bold  feint  or  provisional 
attack  on  Montreal,  by  major  general  Hampton,  will  certainly  call 
sir  George  Provost  to  that  place,  and  it  is  presumable,  that  seeing 
our  movements  directed  towards  Erie,  he  may  carry  his  best  troops 
with  him  from  Kingston. 

These  sig^estions  spring  from  my  desire  to  hazard  as  little  as 
{>ossible  in  the  outset,  and  to  secure  infalliblv  whatever  may  be 
attempted,  with  the  intention  to  increase  our  own  confidence,  to 
diminish  that  of  the  enemy,  and  to  popularise  the  war. 

After  our  operations  on  the  peninsula  have  been  closed,  wc 
may  raze  the  works  tliere  under  your  provisions,  leave  our  settle- 
ments on  the  strait  in  tranquillity,  and  like  lightning  must  direct 
our  whole  force  against  Kingston  ;  and  having  reduced  that  place, 
and  captured  the  shipping,  we  may  descend  the  stream,  and  form 
a  junction  with  the  column  of  general  Hampton  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Montreal,  should  tlie  lateness  of  the  season  permit,  by 
which  all  our  movements,  after  the  con(|uest  of  Upper  Canada, 
must  be  governed. 

To  give  general  Hampton's  movements  a  menacing  aspect,  and 
to  enable  him  to  profit  by  events,  he  should  take  with  him  a  heavy 
train  of  battering  cannon  and  mortar  pieces,  which  will  be  founcl 
indespensable  in  the  attack  of  Montreal ;  and  to  weaken  that 
place,  and  to  favour  a  protracted  season,  1  would  advise  that  a 
heavy  column  of  militia  or  volunteers,  if  engaged  for  three  months 
only,  should  be  put  in  motion  from  the  vicinity  of  lake  Memphra- 
magog,  t«»  descend  the  river  St  Francis,  and  take  post  on  the  right 
bank  of  lake  St.  Petre,  witli  a  battering  train  of  travelling  carriages, 
organized  and  equipt,  either  to  keep  post  or  retire,  when  4he 
season  or  other  circumstances  should  render  expedient. 

Before  1  close  this  letter,  I  will  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention 
to  several  specific  points,  on  which  I  require  information  and 
authority,  which  I  deem  essential  to  the  salutary  discharge  of  the 
high  and  solemn  trust  about  to  devolve  upon  me. 

1st.  A  copy  of  the  instructions  to  major  general  Hampton,  for 
my  government  in  the  correspondence  to  ensue  between  us. 

2d.  Shall  I  be  allowed  a  private  secretarv,  which  is  necessarr, 
and  of  right  belongs  to  the  command  on  which  I  am  about  to  en- 
ter? 

Sd.  I  require  permission  to  take  for  my  aids-de-camp  such 
officers  as  are  best  fitted  to  discliarge  the  important  duties  of  tlie 
station. 

4th.  I  ask  authority  (or  is  it  understood  that  I  possess  it  ?)  to  sup- 
ply every  defect  of  the  munitions  of  war,  and  transport  by  land  oi 
water  by  means  of  t!ie  authorized  agents. 

5th.  1  entreat  that  ample  funds  may  be  deposited  in  proper 
hands,  to  give  effect  to  the  department  of  intelligence,  without 
which,  the  chief  will  find  himself  hood-winked. 

6tli.  I  trust  no  order,  of  wliatever  nature,  will  be  passed  to  any 
officer  under  my  command,  but  through  my  hands.     Thi«  is  not 
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•aly  necessarj  to  the  regular  conduct  of  the  public  Benrice,  but 
it  is  vitallj  essential  to  the  preservation  of  sotind  subordination, 
and  is  conformable  to  the  rules  of  service  in  all  armies,  in  as  much 
as  he  who  is  responsible  for  all,  should  have  the  controul  of  all. 

rth.  I  hope  I  may  be  expressly  authonzed  to  detach  from  my 
command,  all  persons  who  may  manifest  a  temper  or  disposition 
to  excite  discontents,  to  generate  factions,  or  embitter  the  service. 
This  is  indispensable  to  put  down  seditious  spirits,  and  to  har* 
monize  the  corps. 

8th  Should  we  move  against  Kingston  in  the  first  instanci?,  the 
withdrawal  of  our  force  from  Fort  George  will  enable  the  enemy 
to  re-occupy  that  point,  and  for  a  brief  period  to  harrass  our  fron- 
tier on  that  strait.  May  not  the  militia,  or  a  body  of  volunteers, 
be  called  forth  to  relieve  the  regular  troops  at  that  place,  and 
prevent  discontents  and  complaints? 

9th-  For  the  maintenance  oi  the  necessary  authority  of  the  chief, 
it  is  hoped  the  secretary  of  war  will  decline  and  forbid  all  corres- 
pondence with  his  subordinate  officers,  except  in  cases  of  personal 
grievance. 

10th.  I  beg  to  be  advised  of  the  means  of  communication  be- 
tween our  military  positions,  and  particularly  from  Sackett'is 
Harbor  to  Burlington,  which  should  be  rapid  and  infallible. 

11th.  I  ask  authority  to  equip  the  whole  of  our  horse  artillery, 
and  to  mount  the  whole  of  our  dragoons,  because  these  arms  will 
be  found  all -important  in  every  combat  which  may  ensue. 

A  serious  impression  of  the  dread  responsibility  which  awaiti 
me,  and  a  correct  sense  of  the  public  expectation  which  accompa- 
aies  me,  must  be  my  apology  for  giving  you  so  much  trouble. 
With  great  respect,  fitc.  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Honourable  John  Armstronii^, 

Secretary-  of  War, 


WAR  DKPAUTMENT,  August  8th,  181.^. 

sm, 

I  have  given  to  your  observations  of  the  6th  instant  all  th^ 
consideration  they  so  justly  merit. 

The  main  objection  to  any  plan,  which  shall  carry  our  oi)erations 
wide  of  Kingston  and  westward  of  it,  is,  that  in  the  event  of  it*« 
success,  it  leaves  the  strength  of  the  enemy  unbroken ;  it  but 
wounds  the  tail  of  the  lion,  and  of  course,  is  not  calculated  to 
hasten  the  termination  of  the  war,  either  by  encreasing  our  own 
vigour,  or  by  diuiinishing  that  of  the  enemy.  Kingston  is  the 
great  depot  of  his  resources,  and  so  long  as  he  retains  this  4ind 
keeps  open  his  communication  with  the  sea,  he  will  not  want  the 
means  of  multiplying  his  naval  and  other  defences,  and  of  rein- 
forcing or  renewing  the  war  in  the  west.    Kivgstov,  therefore,  a* 
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well  on  grounds  of  policy  as  of  military  principle,  presents  the 
first  and  greM  object  of  the  campaign. 

There  are  two  ways  of  approaching  this  :  by  direct,  or  itidirecf^ 
attack :  by  bi-eaking  down  the  enemy's  battafions  and  forcing-  hiji 
works;  or  by  seizing  and  obstructing  the  line  of  his  coinmuuica- 
tion,  and  thus  drying  up  the  sources  by  which  he  is  nourished  and 
maintained.  Circumstances  must  govern  in  choosing  between 
these  different  modes.  Were  our  assembled  land  and  naval 
forces  competent  to  the  object,  a  direct  attack  would  no  doubt  be 
the  shorter  and  better  way  ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  our  strength 
be  inferior,  or  hardly  equal  to  that  of  the  enemy,  the  indirect 
attack  must  be  preferred.  These  considerations  have  su^ested 
the  third  plan,  to  be  found  in  my  note  of  the  23d  ultimo.  To  give 
execution  to  this,  1  would  collect  my  force  at  the  head  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  make  every  demonstration  of  attacking  Kingston, 
proceed  rapidly  down  the  river,  seize  the  northern  bank  at  the 
village  of  Hamilton,  leave  a  corps  to  fortify  and  to  hold  it,  march 
upon  Montreal  with  the  main  body,  effect  there  a  junction  with 
Hampton,  and  take  a  position  winch  shall  enable  you  to  secure 
what  you  gain.  On  this  plan  the  navy  would  perform  its  part  by 
occupying  the  moutli  of  the  river,  and  preventing  a  pursuit  by 
water ;  by  clearing  the  river  of  the  armed  boats  of  the  enemy  ; 
by  holding,  with  its  own,  the  passage  at  Hamilton,  and  by  giving 
support  to  that  position.  If  the  enemy  pursues,  it  must  be  by 
land,  without  subsistence,  (excepting  what  lie  carries  on  his  back) 
and  without  artillery.  If  he  remains  stationary,  his  situation 
must  soon  become  even  more  serious,  tin  the  country  in  wliicli  he 
is  cannot  long  subsist  him.  It  will  then  but  remain  for  him  to 
fight  his  way  to  Quebec,  to  perish  in  the  attempt,  or  to  lay  down 
his  arms.  After  this  exposition,  it  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that 
in  conducting  the  present  campaign,  you  will  make  JCingston 
your  pHmary  object,  and  that  you  will  choose  (as  circumstances 
may  warrant)  between  a  direct  and  indirect  attack  upon  that  post. 

1  have  the  himour  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

M;ij.  Gen.  Wlkhison,  comnd'g'  district  No.  9. 


MAR  DEPARTMENT,  Aupist9Ui,  181^ 

8IR, 

In  answer  to  tliat  part  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  which 
calls  for  information,  &c.  on  certain  enumerated  points,  I  have 
the  honour  to  state  : 

1st.  That  general  Hampton's  instructions  go  only  to  assemble 
and  organize  his  division  at  Burlington.  It  is  intended  tliat  he 
shall  operate  cotemporarily  witii  you,  and  under  your  orders, 
in  prosecution  of  tiie  plan  of  campaign  which  ha«  been  given  to 
vou. 
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SdL  The  senior  major,  general  commanding  the  principal  army  in 
entitled  to  the  services  of  a  private  secretary. 

id.  The  ordnance  and  other  itepartments  of  supply  witliin  tlie 
district  (No.  9.)  are  subject  of  course  to  your  orders. 

th.  The  quarter  master  general  of  the  army  will  supply  the 
funds  for  secret  service. 

th.  All  orders  to  subordinate  officers  pass  from  the  war  de- 
partment to  the  adjut^int  general ;  to  be  communicated  by  him 
to  tlie  general  commanding  the  district  in  which  such  subordi- 
nate officer  may  serve. 

th.  No  specific  permission  is  necessary  for  removing  factious 
or  disorderly  men.  All  such  will  properly  become  subjects  of 
the  confidential  reports  to  be  made  by  inspectors.  To  detach 
such  men  from  one  district  to  another,  is  only  shifting  the  evil ; 
the  better  way  is  to  report  them  for  dismission. 

th.  If  the  corps  at  fort  George  be  recalled,  the  works  should 
be  razed  or  occupied  by  a  force  competent  to  hold  it  against  an 
assault.  There  is  a  corps  of  militia  and  volunteers  (to  whom 
the  Six  Nation  Indians  have  associated  themselves)  at  Black 
Rock,  which  may  be  kept  in  service.  They  Are  commanded  by 
general  Porter  and  Mr.  Parrish. 

ith.  Tlie  secretary  of  war  will  decline  and  forbid  all  improper 
communications,  and  particularly  such  as  may  bear  any  colour 
of  insubordination. 

Hh.  Besides  tlie  ordinary  mode  of  communication  by  mail,  ex- 
presses may  be  employed  in  extraordinary  cases. 

OtJi.  Tlie  dragoons  and  light  artillery  corps  shall  be  made  effi- 
cient.  Horses  may  be  bought  for  both.  An  officer  from  each 
corps  should  be  directed  to  superintend  the  purchases.  Price 
(average)  not  to  exceed  120  dollars. 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 

bj.  Gen.  "Wilkinson,  comdj^.  tlie  N.  Army. 


.SACKETT'S  HARBOR,  Au^st  21st,  1813. 

IIR, 

I  arrived  here  yesterday:  my  machinery  is  in  motion,  and 
have  strong  hopes  of  giving  the  change  to  sir  George  which  will 
ead  directly  to  the  object  of  first  importance. 

Commodore  Chauncey  is  in  port  here,  and  his  antagonist,  sir 
ames  Yeo,  at  Kingston.  In  the  late  interviews  between  these 
laval  commanders,  the  first  has  zealously  sought  a  combat,  which 
he  latter  has  cautiously  avoided ;  the  superiority  on  the  lake 
herefore  remains  still  to  be  settled ;  but  I  have  Chauncey's  assu- 
mce  for  it,  and  place  much  confidence  in  his  word;  it  is  obvious* 
r  BIT  James's  plan  to  decline  a  conflict;  but  on  what  ground  I 
innot  determine. 
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Our  scliooHcr  here  will  be  equipt  and  manned  by  Wednesday, 
and  I  shall  sail  with  the  squadron  tor  fort  George  probably  the  day 
after;  1  am  endeavoring  to  draw  sir  George  after  me;  but  whether 
I  succeed  in  this  attempt  or  not,  should  our  men  and  means  an- 
gwcr  report,  and  Heaven  favour  me,  1  will  be  in  possession  of 
ILin<2;ston,  or  below  that  place,  on  the  26th  proximo. 

Major  general  Hampton  must  not  budge  until  every  thing  is 
matured  m  this  quarter,  and  we  have  either  got  possession  of 
Kingston  or  have  cut  its  communication  with  Montreal,  of  which 
I  shall  give  him  seasonable  advice,  via  Plattsburg,  where  I  shall 
calculate  on  his  arrival  the  i!Oth  oftlie  ensuing  month,  completely 
equipt  for  a  forward  movement.  If  he  changes  his  position  and 
shows  his  column  west  of  the  lake  sooner,  it  mav  carry  sir  George 
to  Montreal  and  produce  precautions  which  might  otherwise  be 
neglected  until  too  late  for  any  salutary  eftect. 

The  militia  called  forth  by  governor  Tompkins,  of  which  by  the 
bye  you  gave  me  no  information,  should  not  be  arrayed  before  he 
hears  from  me  at  fort  George,  because  the  assemljly  of  such  a 
body  would  increase  the  alarm,  and  put  all  Canada  in  counter- 
motion,  while  incidents  beyond  the  controul  of  man  mav  inter- 
vene  to  procrastinate  my  movements  and  thus  'bailie  the  effects  of 
the  proposed  co-operation  on  the  side  of  Vermont:  should  a 
corps  ot  militia  be  drawn  from  thence,  no  movement  should  be 
made  by  them,  until  general  Hampton  has  crossed  Champlain. 

It  would  be  highly  interesting  to  the  public  service  and  ex- 
tremely acceptable  to  me  to  see  you  at  Niagara,  from  whence, 
should  1  find  it  practicable,  it  is  my  intention  to  commence  my 
movement  down  the  lake,  about  the  loth  of  the  next  month;  the 
best  possible  disposition  for  tlie  safety  of  tliat  frontier,  and  for  the 
security  of  the  vast  mass  of  ordnance  and  stores  which  I  must 
leave  tiiere,  may  render  your  adA  ice  and  authority  indispensably 
necessary  to  avert  clamors  and  prevent  any  obstruction  to  my 
prompt  movement. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  &c. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  John  AnnsU*oiig,  Sucre  tar}' of  War. 


SACKETrS  IIARIJOR,  August  2Gth,  1813, 

8IR, 

C'hauncey  will  go  out,  he  savs,  to-morrow  or  next  day  to  seek 
«ir  James.  I  see  tlie  necessity  of  settling  the  point  of  naval  su- 
perior ity  before  we  commit  ourselves,  and  therefore,  the  decision 
cannot  be  had  too  soon.  In  the. mean  time  the  essential  arrange- 
ments j)i*ogress,  and  if  the  means  can  be  mustered,  they  will 
ensure  the  end. 

I  foar  Yeo  will  avoid  a  contest  to  spin  out  the  campaign,  n,Jid 
gain  time  for  reinforcements,   and  the  organisation  of  militia; 


b  if1\6  will  not  come  out,  we  must  blockade  him.  I  co  to  I4lagaii^ 
t  moment  our  arrangements  are  matured  here.  Sir  Greorge  has 
tually  gone  for  the  head  of  the  lake  with  a  reinforcement.  To 
3vent  his  playing  tricks  with  Boyd,  I  have  sent  him  (Bojd)  the 
te  of  which  you  nave  a  copy. 

3n  Saturday  21st,  one  hundred  and  sixty  t*egular  troops  ikB^ 
ided  by  Ogdensbure  to  Kingston,  and  on  the  23d  and  24th, 
»y  were  followed  by  five  hundred  Highlanders  in  their  kilts,  who 
iducted  up  one  hundred  boats.  Thus  we  see  that  this  quarter 
racts  chief  attention.  All  my  efforts  will  be  made  to  induce  sir 
orge  to  draw  after  him  a  chief  part  of  the  garrison  of  Kings- 
t,  which  must  now  be  near  five  thousand  strongs  The  situation 
Proctor  and  the  irruption  of  our  Indians  have  gone  far  to  excite 
•se  dispositions.  Meet  me  at  Niagara,  if  possible,  and  for 
d's  sake  press  on  the  recruits  from  Albany  and  the  south  ward, 
i  send  me  Wadsworth,  Swift,  Fenwick,  and  Izard«  All 
Dgs  go  well  here,  and  thank  God,  the  men  are  recovering  ra- 
ly.  I  hear  not  a  word  from  Hamptcm.  I  hope  he  does  not 
an  to  take  the  stud ;  but  if  so,  we  can  do  without  him,  and  he 
>uld  be  sent  home. 

Truly  yours, 

JAMES  WILKINSONi 

Tetary  of  War. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT,  SACKETT'S  H  ARBOft, 

September  6th,  181^ 

5AR  GENERAL, 

I  arrived  here  yesterday.  Nothing  new,  excepting  that 
«YOSt  has  returned  to  Kingston.  General  Hampton  will  go 
rough  the  campaign  cordially  and  vigorously,  but  will  resign  at 
e  end  of  it  He  will  be  ready  to  move  by  tne  2(Hh,  with  an  ef- 
ctive  regular  force  of  4000,  and  a  militia  detachment  of  1500^ 
Q  the  supposition  that  sir  George  had  decidedly  taken  his  part^ 
id  had  cnosen  the  peninsula  as  his  camp  de  battaile,  I  hacl  or« 
»red  Hampton  to  move  immediately  against  the  Isle  Aux  Noix« 
wo  thousand  militia  will  be  promptly  assembled  at  Champion^ 
irenty-four  miles  from  this  place,  and  on  the  route  to  the  SU 
awrence.  The  place  was  selected,  as  offerine  two  objects,  and 
[  course  leaving  his  knightship  to  euens*  To  nave  pushed  them 
irectly  to  Ogdensburg,  would  notliave  had  that  advantage^  A 
irger  draft  would  have  been  difficult*  Another  view  of  the  sub- 
let is,  that  this  part  of  the  plan  cannot  be  confided  to  militic 
delusively  ;  they  must  be  propped  by  a  regular  corps,  otherwise 
le  back  door  may  not  be  sufficiently  closeaand  barred. 
The  battle  on  the  lake !  Shall  we  have  one  ?  If  Yeo  fights  and 
I  beaten,  all  will  be  well.  If  he  does  not  fight,  the  result  may 
Iso  be  favourable. 

Tours  cordially^ 

JOHN  ARMSTHOIla. 

fScrtcral  Wilkiittofi. 

as 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  tTTPER  SANBU9ICY, 

August  6th,  1813. 

DEAR  SIR, 

Your  excellency's  of  the  4th  instant,  was  delivered  to  me 
Yesterday  morning,  by  colonel  Brush.  The  exertio»is  which  you 
have  made,  and  the  promptitude  with  whicl.  your  orders  have 
been  obeyed,  to  assemble  the  militia  to  repel  the  late  invasion  of 
the  enemy,  is  truly  astonishing,  and  reflects  the  highest  honour  on 
the  state. 

Believing)  that  in  a  formal  interview,  I  could  best  explain  to 
you  the  intentions  of  the  government  and  my  ou  n  views,  i  deter- 
inined  to  come  on  to  d)is  place  to  see  you.  I  have  now  the  ho- 
nour to  repeat  to  you  in  this  way,  the  result  of  my  determination 
Xn  the  employment  of  the  militia,  and  most  of  the  facts  upon 
ch  my  determination  is  founded.  It  has  been  the  intention  of 
Svemment  to  form  the  army  destined  for  opei-ation,  upon  the 
te  Erie,  exclusively  of  regular  troops,  if  they  could  be  raised  ; 
the  number  was  limited  to  7000,  Tlie  deficiency  of  the  regulars 
was  to  be  made  up  from  the  militia«  From  all  the  information  I 
At  present  possess,  1  am  convinced  that  there  will  be  a  great  de- 
ficiency in  the  contemplated  number  of  troops,  after  tlie  miiitia 
now  in  service,  and  whose  term  of  service  will  not  expire  imme- 
diately, have  been  added  to  the  regulars.  I  have  tliecefore  called 
on  the  governor  of  Kentucky,  for  2000  effectives:  with  these, 
there  will  still  be  a  defect  of  perhaps  liCO  tioops.  lour  excel- 
lency has  stated,  the  men  who  have  turned  out  on  this  occasion, 
have  done  it  with  the  expectation  that  they  would  be  elferturilly 
employed,  and  that,  should  they  be  sent  home,  there  is  no  pros- 
pect of  getting  them  to  turn  out,  should  it  be  hereafter  required. 
To  employ  them  all,  is  impossible.  With  my  utmost  exertions, 
the  embarkation  cannot  be  efl*e.cted  in  a  less  time  than  15  or  IS 
days. 

Should  I  even  determine  to  substitute  them  for  the  re^lar 
troops,  which  are  expected,  to  keep  so  large  a  force  in  the  field, 
«ven  for  a  short  period,  would  consume  the  means  which  are  pro- 
vided for  the  support  of  the  campaign,  and  which  ai*e  only  calcu- 
lated for  the  number  of  men  above  stated. 

I  would  recommend,  under  these  circumstances,  to  your  excel- 
lency, a  middle  course,  viz:  to  dismiss  all  the  militia  but  two  re- 
pmentsof  10  companies,  of  100  men  each^  and  an  usual  propor- 
tion of  field  and  platoon  non-commissioned  officers  aiiM  musicians. 
That  this  corps  be  encamped  at  or  near  this  place,  until  it  is  as- 
certained whether  their  service  will  be  wanted.  A  short  time 
"wili  determine  this  que:<tion. 

Permit  me  to  request  your  excellency  to  rive  your  countenance 
&nd  support  to  the  exertions  which  general  M*Artlmr  will  make 
to  fill  up  the  26th  regiment  of  12  montlrs  troops. 

It  appears  that  the  venerable  governor  of  Kentucky,  is  about 
lo  take  command  of  the  troops  of  that  state;  could  jour  eiccel^ 
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eiicy  think  proper  to  follow  his  example,  I  need  not  tell  you  how 
wighlj  gratifying  it  would  be  to,  dear  sir,  vour  friend, 

WILLIAM  H.  HARRISON. 

To  his  exceUeocy  Gov.  Meigs. 


OX  BOARD  THE  SHIP  GENERAL  PIKfe, 

AT  SACKETT  S  HARROU,  August  I8th,  I81S; 

IR, 

I  arrived  here  this  day  with  this  ship,  the  Madison,  Oneida^ 
fovernor  Tompkins,  Conquest,  Ontario,  Pert,  and  Lady  of  the 
«ake.  The  Fair  American  and  Asp,  I  left  at  Niagara.  Since  I 
ad  the  honour  of  addressing;  you  last,  I  have  been  much  distressed 
nd  mortified  :  distressed  at  a  loss  of  a  part  of  the  force  entrusted 
J  my  command,  and  mortified  at  not  being  able  to  bring  the  ene- 
ly  to  action.  The  following  movements  and  transactions  of  the 
nuadron,  since  the  Gth  instant,  will  give  you  the  best  ideas  of  the 
ifficulties  and  mortifications  that  I  havehad  to  encounter. 

On  the  rth,  at  day-light,  the  enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  two 
flips,  two  brigs,  and  two  large  schooners,  were  discovered  bear- 
ig  west  north-west,  distant  about  five  or  six  miles,  wind  at  west, 
it  5,  weiglied  with  the  fleet  and  manouvred  to  gain  the  wind* 
Lt  9,  having  passed  to  the  leeward  of  the  enemy's  line,  and 
breast  of  his  van  sh'p,  (the  Wolfe)  hoisted  our  colours  and  fired 

few  guns  to  ascertain  wlietherwe  could  reach  him  with  our  shot; 
nding  they  fell  short,  I  wore  and  hauled  upon  a  wind  on  the 
tarboard  tack ;  the  rear  of  our  schooners  then  about  six  miles 
stem.  The  enemy  wore  in  succession  and  hauled  upon  a  wind 
n  the  same  tack,  but  soon  finding  that  we  should  be  able  to  wea- 
lier  him  upon  the  next  tack,  he  tacked  and  made  all  sail  to  the 
lortliward.  As  soon  as  our  rear  vessels  could  fetch  his  wake, 
acked  and  made  all  sail  in  chase.  In  the  afternoon  the  wind  be- 
ame  very  light,  and  towards  night  quite  calm.  The  schooners 
ksed  their  sweeps  all  the  afternoon,  in  order  to  close  with  the 
tnemy,  but  without  success.  Late  in  the  afternoon  I  made  the 
dgnai  of  recal,  and  formed  in  close  order;  wind  during  the  night 
Tom  tlie  westward,  and  after  midnight  squally ;  kept  at!  hands  at 

Quarters,  and  beat  to  the  windward,  in  hopes  to  gain  the  wind  ot 
le  enemy.  At  2  A.  M.  missed  two  of  our  schooners — at  day- 
light discovered  the  missing  schooners  to  be  the  Hamilton  and 
Scourge.  Soon  after,  spoke  we  Governor  Tompkins,  who  informed 
me  that  the  Hamilton  and  Scourge  both  overset  and  sunk  in  a 
lieavy  squall  about  2  o'clock ;  and,  distressing  to  relate,  every 
iourpenshed,  except  16.  This  fatal  accident  deprived  meat 
>nce  of  the  services  of  two  valuable  oflicers,  lieutenant  Winter 
ind  sailing  master  Osgood,  and  two  of  my  best  schooners,  mount- 
jig  together  19  guns.  This  accident  cinno;  decidedly  to  the 
SDemy  ^e  superiority,  I  tiitught  ke  wo«Id  take  advaatage  ef  it« 
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idirticularlj  as  by  a  change  of  wind,  he  was  aeain  brought  dead 
to  windward  of  me ;  formed  the  line  upon  the  larboard  tack  and 
hove  to.     Soon  after  6  A.  M.  the  enemy  bore  up  and  set  studding 
sail<«,  apparently  with  an  intention  to  bring  us  to  action.    When 
he  had  approached  us  within  about  four  miles,  he  brought  to  on 
starbuarci   tack.   I  wore  and  brought  to  on  same  tack.     Finding 
the  enemy  had  no  intention  of  bringing  us  to  action,  I  edged 
away  to  s:ain  the  land,  in  order  to  have  the  advantage  of  the  laud 
breez-e  in  ^he  afternoon.     It  soon  after  fell  calm,  and  I  directed 
the  schooners  to  sweep  up  and  engage  the  enemy.     About  noon 
we  got  a  light  breeze  from  the  eastward,     1  toolc  the  Oneida  in 
tow,  as  she  sails  badly,  and  stood  for  the  enemy.     When  the  van 
of  oir  schooners  was  within  about  one  and  a  half  or  two  miles 
of  his  rear,  the  wind  shifted  to  the  westward,  which  again  brought 
him  to  windward  ;  as  soon  as  the  breeze  struck  him,  he  bore  up 
tor  the  schooners,  in  order  to  cut  them  off  before  they  could  rejoin 
ine  ;  but  with  their  sweeps,  and  the  breeze  soon  reaching  them 
also,  they  were  soon  in  their  station.     The  enemy  finding  himself 
foiled  in  his  attempt  upon  the  schooners,  hauled  his  wind  and  hove 
to.     It  soon  after  became  very  squally,  and  the  appearance  of 
its  continuing  so  during  the  night ;  and  as  we  had  been  at  quarters 
for  nearly  40  hours,  and  being  apprehensive  of  separating  from 
some  of  the  heavy  sailing  schooners  in  the  squall,  induceame  to 
run  in  towards  Niagara,  and  anchor  outside  the  bar.    General 
Boyd  very  handsomely  offered  any  assistance  in  men  that  I  might 
require.     I  received  150  soldiers  and  distributed  them  indifferent 
vessels,  to  assist  in  boarding,  or  repelling  boarders,  as  circum- 
stances might  require.     It  blew  very  heavy  in  squalls  during  the 
ni^^ht.     Soon  after  day-liglit  discovered  the  enemy's  fleet  bearing 
north ;  weighed  and  stood  after  him.    The  winds  soon  became 
light  and  variable,  and  before  13  o'clock,  quite  calm.     At  5,  fresh 
breezes  from  north,  tlie  enemy's  fleet  beanng  north,  distant  about 
4  or  5  leagues.     Wore  the  fleet  in  succession,  and  hauled  upon  a 
wind  on  the  larboard  tack.     At  sun -down  the  enemy  bore  N.  W. 
by  N.  on  the  starboard  tack.     The  wind  hauling  to  the  westward, 
I  stood  to  the  northward  all  night,  in  order  to  gain  the  north  shore. 
At  day -light,  tacked  to  the  westward,  the  wmd  having  changed 
to  north  north-west.     Soon  after,  discovered  the  enemy's  fleet 
bearing  south-west ;  I  took  the  Asp  and  the  Madison,  the  Fair 
American  in  tow,  and  made  all  sail  m  chase.     It  was  at  this  time 
we  thought  of  realizing  what  we  had  been  so  long  toiling  for,  but 
before  12  o'clock,  the  wind  changed  to  west  south-west,  which 
brought  the  enemy  to  windward — tacked  to  the  northward.     At  3, 
the  wind  inclining  to  tl^e  northward,  wore  to  the  southward  and 
westward,  and  made  the  signal  for  the  fleet  to  make  all  sail.     At 
4,  the  enemy  bore  south  south-west,  bore  up  and  steered  for  him. 
At  5,  observed  the  enemy  becalmed  under  the  land,  nearing  him 
very  fast,  with  a  fine  breeze  from  north  north-west     At  6,  formed 
th^  Qrder  of  battle,  within  f^out  four  miles  of  the  enemy ;  th^ 


wind  nt  this  time  very  light.    At  T,  the  wind  changed  to  south- 
west, and  a  fresh  breeze,  which  again  placed  the  enemy  to  wind- 
ward of  me ;  tacked  and  hauled  upon  a  wind  on  the  larboard  tack, 
under  easy  sail,  the  enemy  standing  after  us.     At  9,  when  within 
about  two  gun  shot  of  our  rear,  he  wore  to  the  southward — I  stood 
on  to  the  northward  under  easy  sail — the  fleet  formed  in  two  lines, 
a  part  of  the  schooners  forming  the  weather  line,  with  orders  to 
commence  the  fire  upon  the  enemy  as  soon  as  their  shot  would 
take  effect,  and  as  the  enemy  reached  them,  to  edge  down  upon 
fte  line  to  windward  and  pass  through  the  inter^'als  and  form  to 
leeward.     At  about  half  past  10,  the  enemy  tackefl  and  stood 
ifter  us.     At  11,  the  rear  of  our  line  opened  his  fire  upon  the 
jnemy :  in  about  15  minutes,  the  fire  became  general  Irom  the 
feather  line,  which  was  returned  from   tlie   enemy.     At   half 
last  11,  the  weather  line  bore  up  and  passed  to  the  leeward,  ex- 
ept  the  Growler  and  Julia,  which  soon  after  tacked  to  the  south- 
ward, which  brought  the  enemy  between  them  and  me.     Filled 
fie  main-top-sail  and  edged  away  two  points  to  lead  the  enemy 
oifm,  not  only  to  engage  nim  to  more  advantage,  but  to  lead  him 
rom  the  Growler  and  Julia.     He,  however,  kept  his  wind,  until  be 
ompletely  separated  those  two  vessels  from  tne  rest  of  the  squad- 
on,  exchanged  a  few  shot  with  his  ship  as  he  passed,  without  in- 
ury  to  us,  and  made  sail  after  our  2  schooners.  Tacked  and  stood 
.fter  him.     At  12  (midnight)  finding  that  I  must  either  separate 
iroin  the  rest  of  the  squadron,   or  relinquish  the  hope  of  saving 
he  two  which  had  separated,  I  reluctantly  gave  up  the  pursuit, 
'cjoined  the  squadron,  then  to  the  leewara,  and  formed  tne  line 
in  the  starboard  tack.    The  firing  was  continued  between  our 
I  schooners,  and  the  enemy's  fleet  until  about  1  A.  M.  when,  I 
presume,  they  were  obliged  to  surrender  to  a  force  so  much  their 
superior  ;  saw  no  more  of  the  enemy  that  night :  soon  after  day- 
li^t  discovered  them   close  in  with  the  north  shore,  with  one  of 
our  schooners  in  tow,  the  other  not  to  be  seen.     I  presume  she  may 
have  been  sunk.    The  enemy  showed  no  disposition  to  come 
down  upon  us,  although  to  windward,  and  blowing  heavy  from  W, 
The  scnooners  laboring  very  much,  I  ordered  2  of  the  dullest  to 
run  into  Niagara  and  anchor.     The  gale  increasing  very  much, 
and  as  I  could  not  go  into  Niagara  with  this  ship,  I  determined  to 
run  to  Genesee  bay,  as  a  shelter  for  the  small  vessels,  and  with  the 
expectation  of  being  able  to  obtain  provisions  for  the  squadron,  as 
we  were  all  nearly  out,  the  Madison  and  Oneida,  having  not  a  sin- 
gle day's  on  board  when  we  arrived  opposite  Genesee  bay.    I 
ound  there  was  every  prospect  of  the  gale's  continuing,  and  if 
it  did,  I  could  run  to  this  place  and  provision  the  whole  squadroa 
"with  more  certainty,  and  nearly  in  the   same  time  that  I  could  at 
Genesee,  admitting  that  I  could  obtain  provisions   at  that  place. 
After  bringing  the  breezes  as  for  as  Oswego,  the  wind  became 
light,  inclining  to  a  calm,  which  prolonged  our  passage  to  thif 
iajf  I  shall  provision  the  squadron  for  5  weeks,  and  proceed  u|i 
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the  lake  this  evening,  and  when  I  return  a^in  I  hope  to  be  abletc^ 
communicate  more  agreeable  news  than  tliis  communication  con- 
tains. 

The  loss  of  the  Growler  and  Julia,  in  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  been  lost,  is  mortifying  in  the  eictreme ;  and  although  their 
commanders  disobeyed  mj  positive  orders,  I  am  willing  to  believe 
that  it  arose  from  an  error  of  judgment,  and  excess  of  zeal  to  do 
more  than  was  required  of  them,  thinking  probably  that  the  enemy 
intended  to  bring  us  to  a  general  action,  they  thought  by  gaining 
the  wind  of  liim  they  would  have  it  more  in  their  power  to  annoy 
and  injure  him  than  they  could  by  forming  to  leeward  of  our  line. 
From  what  I  have  been  able  to  discover  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  he  has  no  intention  of  engaging  us,  except  he  can  get  de- 
cidedly the  advantage  of  wind  and  weather,  ana  as  his  vessels  in 
squadron  sail  better  than  our  squadron,  he  can  always  avoid 
an  action — unless  I  can  gain  the  wind,  and  have  sufficient  day- 
light to  bring  him  to  action  before  dark.  His  object  is,  evident- 
ly, to  harrass  us  by  night  attacks,  by  which  means  he  thinks  to 
cut  oft  our  small  dull  sailing  schooners  in  detail.  Fortune  has 
evidently  favored  him  thus  far.  1  hope  that  it  will  be  my  turn 
next,  and  although  inferior  in  point  of  force,  I  feel  very  confident 
of  success. 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  sir,  Sec. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

lion.  W'm.  Jonc9,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


UNITED  STATES,  FLOTILLA,  NEW  CASTLE, 

August  irth,  181G. 

SIR. 

1  have  just  received  a  letter  from  sailing-master  Shead,  res- 
pecting the  capture  of  the  gun -boat  No.  121  (a  copy  of  which  I 
have  the  honor  of  inclosing  to  you.)  1  see  from  this  the  enemy 
had  7  killed  and  12  wounded,  4  since  dead.  I  am  convinced 
'thevhave  deceived  him,  both  as  to  the  number  of  killed  and  woun- 
ded, as  well  as  the  number  of  men  in  the  boats,  which  at  thc^ 
gmallest  calculation  could  not  have  been  less  than  250. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  &c. 

SAMUEL  ANGUS, 

Hon.  Wm.  Jone^  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy. 


(iNCLOSURE.) 

ON  BOARD  H.  M.  SLOOP  MARTIN, 

OW  Hhodc  Island,  August  6th,  1813. 
»IR. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  I  announce  to  you  the  cap- 
ture of  the  United  States  gun-boat  No.  121,  under  my  command, 
by  the  boats  of  the  Junon  frigate  and  Martin  sloop  of  war,  8  in 


nmber,  3  of  which  mounted  12  pound  carronades,  and  carrying 
n  all  150  men.  At  10  minutes  before  meridian  on  the  27 th  of 
uly,  I  received  orders  from  jou  to  form  a  line  a  head  and  to  fire 
tn  the  enemy,  but  finding  myself  drove  away  from  the  squadron 
y  the  wind  dying  away  and  a  strong  ebb  tide,  I  remained  sweep- 
Bg  and  firing  the  32  pounder.  At  the  same  time  finding  my 
liot  did  not  reach,  I  placed  all  hands  to  the  sweeps  to  endeavour 
»  gain  the  s(|uadron.  At  20  minutes  before  1  P.  M.  I  com- 
lienced  firing  on  the  enemy  *s  boats  and  sweeping  at  the  same  time; 
nt  finding  I  could  gain  nothing,  I  anchored  to  receive  them  a« 
American  tars  have  been  accustomed  to.  The  enemy  then  get- 
ing  within  grape  reach,  I  commenced  it,  but  unfortunately  the 
anile  of  the  large  gun  gave  way  the  1st  round  ;  1  again  charged 
iid  got  her  to  bear,  which  discharge  did  consi<]crable  damage, 
nt  tearing  my  gun  carriage  all  to  pieces.  I  loaded  with  the  hope 
f  getting  !ier  to  bear  again,  but  found  it  utterly  impossible  ; 
he  enemy  now  close  on  board,  discharging  voUies  of  shot  from 
heir  carronades  and  musketry,  I  called  the  boarders  and  small 
jrms  men  away  to  repel  the  enemy ;  they  now  surrounding  us, 
K>ored  in  a  heavy  fire  which  we  returned  with  as  much  prompt* 
ie89  as  our  feeble  numbers  would  admit ;  several  of  my  men 
mvine  now  fell,  our  ensign  halyards  shot  away,  and  seeing  the 
lupenority  of  the  enemy's  force  m  the  act  of  boarding  us  in  every 
luarter,  tliey  began  to  fire  briskly,  and  I  found  it  necessary  for 
nc  preservation  of  those  few  valuable  lives  left,  to  surrender 
o  seven  times  our  number :  the  enemy  boarding,  loaded  our  decks 
fith  men  ;  we  were  all  driven  below,  and  it  was  with  the  utmost 
lifficulty  that  the  officers  could  stay  the  revenge  of  the  seamen, 
irho  seemed  to  thirst  for  blood  and  plunder,  the  last  of  which  they 
lad,  by  robbing  us  of  eveir  thing :  we  had  none  killed,  but  seved 
rounded,  five  slightly.  The  enemy's  loss  by  us,  was  seven  killed 
ind  twelve  wounded,  four  of  whom  have  since  died.  They  have 
;onquered  me,  but  they  have  paid  dearly  for  it,  and  I  trust,  sir, 
vhen  you  come  to  view  the  disadvantages  that  I  laboured  under, 
laving  been  but  seven  days  on  board  my  boat,  and  scarcely  time 
o  station  my  men,  and  the  misfortune  of  entirely  disabling  my 
;un,  and  the  superiority  of  numbers  to  oppose  me ;  you  wdl  be 
.onviuced  tliat  the  flag  I  had  the  honour  to  wear,  lias  not  lost  any 
f  that  national  character  which  has  ever  been  attached  to  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

WILLIAM  SHEAD,  Sailins  Master^ 

Lieut.  Samuel  Angus, 

commanding  U.  S.  Flotilla,  Delaware. 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  FORT  GEORGE,  August  irth,  1813, 

In  the  last  letter  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address  to  you, 
!  had  to  Gouxniimicate  the  iEiurmatiou  that  commodore  Channcey 


liftd  left  this  part  of  the  lake ;  yestcrdar  aa  express  arrived  fh>flf 
Ihe  18  Mile  Creek,  stating  that  he  was  then  off  that  place,  in  pur-' 
suit  of  the  British  fleet,  which  was  likewise  to  be  seen. 

A  body  of  volunteers,  militia  and  Indians,  under  the  command 
•f  brigadier  general  Porter,  of  the  New  York  militia,  having  ar- 
rived at  this  place,  and  very  impatient  to  engage  the  enemy»  a 
plan  was,  tliis  morning,  concerted  to  cut  off  one  of  his  pickets* 
About  300  volunteers  and  Indians  under  the  command  of  major 
Chapin,  was  to  effect  this  object^  supported  by  200  regulars  under 
the  command  of  major  Cummings,  ott)ie  16tn  infantry*    A  heavy 
rain,  and  other  untoward  circumstances,  defeated  the  ^primary 
object,  but  in  a  skirmish  that  ensued,  in  which  the  enemy  were 
completely  routed,  our  Indians  captured  12  of  the  British  Indians, 
and  four  whites.  Many  of  the  enemy's  dead  were  left  on  the  field, 
among  whom  is  supposed  to  be  the  famous  chief,  Norton*    Our 
loss  was  only  two  Indians,  and  a  few  slightly  wounded.    Those 
who  participated  in  this  contest,  particularly  the  Indians,  conduct- 
ed with  great  bravery  and  activity.    General  Porter  volunteered 
in  the  affair,  and  major  Chapin  evinced  his  accustomed  zeal  and 
courage.     The  regulars  under  major  Cummings,  as  far  as  thej 
were  engaged,  conducted  well.    The  principal  chiefs  who  led  the 
warriors  this  day,  were,  Farmer's  Brother,  Red  Jacket,  Little 
Billy,  Pollard,  Black  Snake,  Johnson,  Silver  Heels,  Captain  Half** 
town.  Major  Henry  O.  Bali,  (Cornplanter's  son)  and  captain  Cold, 
chief  of  Onondago,  who  was  wounded.    In  a  council  which  was 
held  with  them  yesterday,  they  covenanted  not  to  scalp  or  mur- 
der ;  and  I  am  happy  to  say,  that  they  treated  the  prisoners  witk 
humanity,  and  committed  no  wanton  cruelties  upon  the  dead. 

The  Canadian  volunteers,  under  major  Wilcox,  were  active  and 
brave  as  usual. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
JOHN  P.  BOYD,  BHg.  Gen.  Comndg. 

Hon.  John  Armstrong'. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  FORT  GEORGE,  August  18tb,  1813. 
SIR, 

Yesterday  I  had  the  honour  to  address  you  a  letter,  detailing 
the  conduct  of  the  Indians  in  a  late  skirmish.  Their  bravery  ana 
humanity  were  equally  conspicuous.  Already  tlie  quietness  in 
^hich  our  pickets  are  sufferea  to  remain,  evinces  the  benefit  aris- 
ing from  their  assistance.  Permit  me  to  suggest  the  propriety  of 
immediately  depositing  presents  for  them  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Granger,  of  whose  exertions,  and  those  of  Mr.  Parrish,  I  must  ex- 
press my  approbation* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 

JOHN  P.  BOYD,  Brig.  Gen^ 

Hon.  John  Armstrong'. 


mi 

_t  of  a  letter  from  captain  John  11.  Dent,  commanding  nav0i 
officer  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  dated  August  SLlst,  1813. 

IK. 

*•  I  have  the  hommr  to  inform  jou  that  the  privateer 
ooner  Decatar,  of  this  port,  arrived  here  yesterday,  with  hi^. 
tannic  majesty's  schooner  Doininico,  her  prize.  She  wa* 
tured  on  the  5th  instant,  after  a  mo8t  gallant  and  desperate 
ton  of  one  hour,  and  carrieil  by  boarding,  having  all  her  officers 
ed  or  wounded.  She  was  one  of  tlie  best  equipped  and  man- 
.  vessels  of  her  class  I  have  ever  seen.  The  Decatur  mounts 
en  guns,  and  had  a  complement  of  103  men  at  the  commence.- 
it  of  the  action,  nineteen  of  whom  were  killed  and  wounded. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

••JOHN  H.  DENT." 

u  Wm.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  FORT  (GEORGE,  August  24tli,  1813. 
a, 

I  have  the  honour  to  report,  that  at  day  break  this  morning 
\  enemy  attacked  us  at  all  our  pickets,  which  retired  towards 
:  camp,  pursued  by  his  advance  guards.  A  skirmish  ensued  in 
\  village,  with  little  effect  upon  us ;  after  which  he  retreated, 
ring  come  within  reach  of  our  cannon,  but  never  within  musket* 
»t  of  our  entrenchments.  One  captain  of  the  49th  and  a  few 
ivates  have  been  brought  in  prisoners.  We  lost  two  men  and 
ew  wounded ;  the  enemy  left  about  fifteen  dead  on  the  different 
)und9.  He  is  supposed  to  have  brought  his  whole  force  into 
I  field ;  but  finding:  our  position  so  strong,  desisted  from  a 
neral  attack.  Sir  George  Prevost  was  in  person  at  the  attack; 
A  force  is  withdrawn  out  of  our  reach  into  nis  strong  holds. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
JOHN  P.  BOYD,  B.  G.  C. 

n.  J.  Armstrong,  Secretary  of  War. 


CHARLESTON,  (S  C.)  August  26th,  1813. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  received  a  letter 
press,  last  nisht,  from  major  Jenkins,  commanding  the  St  Hele-* 

militia,  stating  that  the  enemy's  two  brigs,  the  CalibTe  and 
larybdis,  got  under  way  on  Monday  morning,  with  an  intention 
proceeding  to  sea,  when  the  wind  shifted  to  the  eastward ;  and 

attempting  to  beat  over  the  bar,  one  of  them  ^supposed  to  bf 
e  Calibre)  grounded  on  Cole  Scarce  Reef,  and  in  a  short  time 
:er  bilged  and  became  a  complete  wreck.    The  crew  was  taken 

by  the  other,  which  now  lies  about  five  miles  frem  Bay  Ptint, 
iting  &  wind  to  proceed  to  sea. 
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Major  Jenkins  states*  that  they  landed  twice  at  a  plantation  of 
Mr.  Pope's,  and  took  one  of  his  large  canoes  off,  with  some  proTi- 
sions.  It  appear.*)  their  object  in  entering  Port  Rojal  was  princi- 
pally to  sound  the  bar,  and  roadstead,  which  they  have  effected, 
as  their  boats  were  seen  on  that  service  the  whole  time  they  were 
at  anchor.  The  officer  who  delivered  major  Jenkins's  letter  fur- 
ther states,  that  the  wreck  had  entirely  gone  to  pieces,  a  great, 
part  di'ifted  on  shore,  among  which  wei*e  her  boats  and  the  stolem 
canoe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  H.  DENT. 

Honourable  William  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


£xtract  of  a  letter  from  General  Ferdinand  L.  Claiborne,  t9 
General  Floumoy,  commanding  the  7th  Military  District. 

«  CANTONMENT,  MOUNT  VERNON,  September  3d,  1813. 
*^  SIR, 

"On  the  3 1st  ultimo,  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  £4thy  with  its  enclosure,  forwarded  by  express  to  me,  then  at 
Easley's  station,  near  the  Creek  line,  and  about  85  miles  above 
tins,  on  the  Tombi8;bee. 

"  Colonel  Hawkins's  communicationB  for  some  time  past  have 
unfortunately  had  a  tendency  to  lessen  our  apprehensions,  and 
to  beget  a  belief  of  our  almost  perfect  security.  My  little,  but 
inestimable  corps,  have  felt  the  effects  begotten  by  the  donbta 
which  existed  as  to  the  real  intention  of  the  Creeks.  It  proba- 
bly prevented  yourself,  and  certainly  governor  Holmes,  from 
aendrns  troops  to  this  exposed  part  of  the  country.  About  die 
2Sd  ultimo,  I  received  information  that  1200  Indians  were  on 
the  eve  of  enteringthe territory,  with  the  intention  to  attack  the 
upper  posts  in  the  Tombigbee,  that  commanded  by  colonel  Carson 
in  the  lork  of  the  Tombi^ee  and  Alabama  rivers,  and  the  one  on 
Tensaw  commanded  by  major  Beasley.  The  Indians  from  the 
Black  Warrior  Were  to  attack  the  upper  posts ;  and  those  from  the 
Alabama,  that  on  Tensaw.  This  information  was  immediately 
communicated  to  colonel  Carson  and  major  Beasley,  and  my  ar- 
rangements made  for  the  defence  of  the  three  places  threatened; 
in  me  best  manner  of  which  the  limited  means  1  possessed  would 
admit. 

"  With  80  men,  I  went  myself  to  Easley's,  and  was  joined  by 
two  detachments  of  volunteer  militia  under  the  command  of  co« 
lonel  Haines,  aid-de-camp  to  governor  Holmes,  and  by  a  captaiA 
Cassity.  The  place  was  attacked  at  the  time  expected,  and  after 
aeveral  unsuccessful  attempts  to  gain  intelligence,  my  scouts  fell 
in  widi  Z  Chocktaw  Indians,  from  whose  information  1  was  induced 
to  believe,  that  no  attack  would  soon  be  made.  In  fact  they  seem- 
ed rather  to  insinuate  that  the  enemy  wa^  rather  intimidated^  and 


tatedlh&t  the  Chocktaws  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood^  who 
ikad  joined  them,  had»  at  the  instance  of  Pooshemataha,  (a  medal 
^hlef^  withdrawn  from  them,  intending  to  remain  neutral ;  and  that 
liejr  nad  removed  and  were  removing  from  the  scene  of  action 
;o  a  more  secure  place  for  their  women  and  cliildren»  This  I 
Lscertained  to  be  the  fact  Their  towns  were  visited  bj  captain  * 
M^elis  of  dragoons,  and  found  abandoned*  Under  these  circum* 
stances  I  left  Easley's  station,  and,  on  my  way  to  this  post,  learned 
liat  major  Beasley  had  been  attacked.  I  reached  this  place  at 
:welve  o^cIock  last  night,  having  rode  70  miles  since  morning. 

**  The  attack  on  major  Beasley  was  made  at  about  1 1  o'clock,  A. 
M[.  on  the  SOth  ultimo*    It  was  unexpected  at  the  moment  it  oc- 
sured,  but  the  whole  garrison  was  immediately  under  arms.    The 
Tront  sate  was  open,  and  the  enemy  ran  in  ereat  numbers  to  pos- 
sess themsevles  of  it     In  the  contest  for  the  gate  many  fell  on 
joth  sides  :  soon,  however,  the  action  became  general,  the  enemy 
Sghting  on  all  sides  in  the  open  field,  and  as  near  the  stockade 
IS  they  could  get.    The  port-holes  were  taken  and  retaken  seve- 
ral  times.     A  block-house  was  contended  for  by  captain  Jack,  at 
bhe  head  of  his  brave  riflemen,  for  the  space  oi  an  hour  after  the 
Bnemy  were  in  possession  of  a  part  of  it,  when  finally  they  suc- 
ceeded in  driving  diis  company  into  a  house  in  the  fort,  and  hav- 
ing stopped  many  of  the  port-holes  with  the  ends  of  rails,  possess- 
ed themselves  of  the  walls.     From  tlie  houses  our  troops  made  a 
gallant  defence,   but  the   enemy   set  fire  to  the  roofs,  and  an 
Attempt  to  extin«;uish  the  flames  proved  unsuccessful.    The  few 
who  remained  now  attempted  to  retreat  under  the  direction  of 
captain  Bailey  of  the  militia,  and  ensign  Chambliss  of  the  rifle 
company,  both  of  whom  had  been  badly  wounded.     Previously  to 
their  retreat,  they  threw  into  the  flames  many  of  the  guns  oftlie 
dead    men.     Few  of  them  succeeded  in  escaping.  ^  Both  the 
officers  are  missing,  and  supposed  to  be  dead.     Nine  of  the  vo- 
lunteers and  tliree  of  the  volunteer  militia  have  reached  this^ 
several  of  them  wounded.     A  few  citizens  who  fought  in  the 
stockade,  but  not  enrolled  in  any  company,  also  escaped,  one  of 
them  leaving  a  wife  and  six  children,  who  were  probaoly  burnt  to 
death.    Major  Beasley  fell  gallantly  fighting  at  the  head  of  his 
command  near  the  gate,  at  the  commencement  of  the  action* 
Captain  Jack  was  killed  about  the  close  of  the  scene,  having  pre- 
Tiously  received   two  wounds.    Captain  Middleton  also  mstin- 

Sished  himself,  having  received  four  or  five  wounds  before  he 
i.  He  was  active  and  fought  bravely  from  the  commencement 
of  the  action  until  he  died.  Lieutenant  S.  M.  Osborn,  of  Wil- 
kinson county,  after  receiving  two  wounds,  was  taken  into  a  house, 
but  requested  to  die  on  the  ground,  that  he  might  as  lomr  as  nos- 
sible  see  the  men  fight,  llie  other  officers  fell  nobly  doing  their 
duty;  and  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  deserve 
equally  well.    The  action  conliniued  natil  fire  in  the  eTemng. 


;204 

**  Our  loss  isj^eat:  sixty-five,  including  ofRcert  and  men,  were 
killed  belonginp^  to  die  first  regiment  of  Mississippi  territc^ 
Tolunteers,  and  twenty-seven  volunteer  militia,  officers  included. 
Many  respectable  citizens,  with  numerous  families,  who  had 
abandoned  their  farms  fur  securitv,  were  also  killed  or  burnt  in 
the  houses  into  wliich  they  had  fled.  The  loss  of  tlie  enemy  must 
have  been  from  150  to  200  klllt^d  and  wounded.  Their  force  is 
supposed  to  have  been  from  5  to  700, 

♦'  At  the  mills  of  Messrs.  J.  an<l  W.  Pierce,  about  a  mile  from 
the  post,  is  a  small  giiard,  commanded  by  lieutenant  Montgomery; 
which  were  stationed  previous  to,  and  at  the  time  of,  the  attack  ; 
but  it  is  believed  he  abandoned  his  position  in  time  to  save  his 
command.  He  has  not  yet  been  heard  of,  but  I  hope  made  good 
his  retreat  to  Mobile. 

•*  Lieutenant  colonel  Ross,  whilst  at  Mobile,  hearing  of  the  fate, 
or  probable  fate,  of  our  troops  on  Tensaw,  ordered  captain  Blue, 
of  the  7th  Lnited  States'  regiment,  with  100  men,  to  this  place, 
and  he  arrived  about  day -break  this  morning,  and  will  here  wait 
your  orders.  We  are  busily  engaged  in  fitting  this  cantonment 
for  defence,  and  will  be  prepared  to  give  a  good  account  of  the 
enemy,  should  an  opportunity  offer.  They  will,  however,  not 
attack  us  until  they  unite  all  their  forces ;  but  when  they  do,  you 
may  rely  on  their  being  warmly  received.  It  is  my  belief  that 
they  cannot  bring  a  force  against  us  which  we  will  not  be  able  to 
defeat ;  but  we  can  do  no  more  than  defend  ourselves  in  this 
place. 

"  I  have  not  heard  from  colonel  Carson.  He  has  a  good  stockade, 
and  a  garrison  of  about  150  volunteers,  and  within  200  yards  ia 
a  station,  in  which  arc  many  families,  and  about  50  fiditing  men. 
Should  the  Indians  attack  the  colonel,  he  will  certainly  defeat 
them.  Dent  and  Scott's  companies  are  ordered  fromEasley's  to 
St.  Stephens,  wliere  are  also  the  broken  companies  of  Morrisoa 
and  Foelckill.  In  the  Chocktaw  factory  at  St.  Stephens,  there  is 
much  public  property.  At  this  place  we  have  the  papers  belong- 
ing to  the  land-olfice ;  the  citizens  having  left  them  and  fled  to 
the  different  forts,  and  the  enemy  will  enrich  themselves  with 
plunder.  I  have  not  a  force  which  will  enable  me  to  guard  this 
extensive  frontier,  and  the  country  must  rest  upon  governor 
Holmes,  in  part,  for  aid.  I  know  that  your  situation  will  not 
admit  of  your  drawing  much,  if  any  force,  fi'om  Mobile  and  Mobile 
point,  and  that  you  have  no  disposable  troops  on  the  MississippL 
Manac,a  half  breed,  who  can  be  relied  on,  was  at  Pensacola  about 
ten  days  ago.  He  says,  tlmt  while  he  was  there,  three  vessels  with 
Spanisn  troops  arrived. 

**  Judge  Toulmin  and  a  sreat  many  families  have  left  this  part  of 
the  country,  and  gone  to  Mobile.  1  fear  many  negroes  will  run 
off  to  the  enemy ;  indeed  they  arc  already  in  possession  of  about 
loo  of  them,  and  a  large  quantity  of  stock  ana  other  property. 
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^8ix  o'clock,  P.  M.    An  express  this  moment  airived  from 
Heral  Floorno^,  with  orders  for  the  3d  United  States'  regiment 
march  immediately. 
**  The  volunteer  cavalrjare  also  under  similar  orders." 


UNITED  STA1T.S'  SJ.OOP  PRESIDENT, 

Near  Flattsbiir^,  September  9th,  1813. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  here  yesterday 
m  near  the  lines,  having  sriled  from  Burlington  on  the  6th, 
Lh  an  intention  to  fall  in  with  the  enemy  who  were  then  near 
»  place ;  having  p/oceeded  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
es,  I  received  information  that  they  were  at  anchor  there.  Soon 
er,  tliey  weighed  and  stood  to  the  northward  out  of  the  lake; 
IS  if  not  acknowledging  our  ascendancy  on  the  lake,  evincing 
unwillingness  (although  tliey  had  the  advantage  of  situation, 
ine  to  tlie  narrowness  of  the  channel  in  which  their  galleys 
ala  work,  when  we  should  want  room)  to  determine  it 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ike. 

THOMAS  MACDONOUGH. 

n.  Wm.  Jones,  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  BRIG  NIAGARA,  OFF  TIIE  WESTERN  SISTERS, 

Head  of  lake  Erie,  September  lOtb,  1813,  4  P.  M. 

It  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  give  to  the  arms  of  the  United 
ates  a  signal  victory  over  tneir  enemies  on  this  lake.  The  Bri- 
ih  squadron,  consisting  of  two  ships,  two  brigs,  one  schooner, 
id  one  sloop,  have  this  moment  surrendered  to  the  force  under 
Y  command,  after  a  sharp  conflict. 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  &c. 

0.  H.  PERRY, 

on.  Wm.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  SCHOONER  ARIEL,  PUT-IN-BAY, 

September  13th,  1813. 

IR, 

In  my  last  I  informed  you  that  we  had  captured  the  enemy'^ 
leet  on  this  lake.  I  have  now  the  honour  to  give  you  the  most 
nportant  particulars  of  the  action.  On  the  morning  of  the  lOtL 
nstant,  at  sun*rise,  they  were  discovered  from  Put-in-Bay,  whea 
lay  at  anchor  with  the  squadron  under  my  command.  We  got 
mder  weigh,  the  wind  light  at  south-west,  and  stood  for  them.  At 
0  A.  M.  the  wind  hauled  to  south-east  and  brought  us  to  wind- 
rard;  formed  the  line  and  bore  up.  At  15  minutes  before  12, 
he  enemy  commenced  firing ;  at  five  minutes  before  12,  the  action 
<lmmefited  on  our  part.    Finding  Aeir  fire  v^y  destmctire 


•wing  to  their  long  guns,  and  its  being  iioatlj  diret^ted  dt  tliA 
Lawrence,  I  made  sail,  and  directed  the  other  vessels  to  follow^ 
for  tlie  purpose  of  closing  with  the  enemy.  Every  brace  and 
bowline  being  soon  shot  away,  she  became  unmanageable,  not- 
withstanding the  great  exertions  of  the  sailing  master.  In  this 
situation,  she  sustained  the  action  upwards  of  two  hours  within 
canister  distance,  until  every  gun  was  rendered  useless,  and  the 
greater  part  of  her  crew  either  killed  or  wounded.  Finding  she 
could  no  longer  annoy  the  enemy,  I  left  her  in  charge  of  lienteb- 
mit  Yarnall,  who,  I  wa«  convinced,  from  the  bravery  already  dis- 
played by  him,  would  do  what  would  comport  with  the  honour  of 
the  flag.  At  half  past  two,  the  wind  springing  up,  captain  £lliot 
was  enabled  to  bring  his  vessel,  the  Niagara,  gallantly  into  close 
action.  I  immediately  went  on  board  of  ner,  when  he  anticipated 
my  wish  by  volunteenng  to  bring  the  schooner  which  had  been 
kept  astern  by  the  lightness  of  the  wind,  into  close  action.  It 
was  with  unspeakable  pain  that  I  saw,  soon  after  I  got  onboard 
the  Niagara,  the  flag  of  the  Lawrence  come  down,  although  I  was 
perfectly  sensible  that  she  had  been  defended  to  the  last,  and  that 
to  have  continued  to  make  a  show  of  resistance  would  have  been  a 
wanton  sacrifice  of  the  remains  of  her  brave  crew.  But  the  en- 
emy was  not  able  to  take  possession  of  her,  and  circumstances 
soon  permitted  her  flag  again  to  be  hoisted.  At  45  minutes  past 
2,  the  signal  was  made  for  "close  action.''  The. Niagara  being 
very  little  injured,  I  determined  to  pass  through  the  enemy's  line, 
bore  up  and  passed  ahead  of  their  two  ships  and  a  brig,  fii:iving  a 
raking  fire  to  them  from  the  starboard  guns,  and  to  a  large  schoo- 
ner and  sloop,  from  the  larboard  side,  at  half  pistol  shot  distance. 
The  smaller  vessels  at  this  time  having  got  within  grape  and  can- 
ister distance,  under  the  direction  of  captain  Elliot,  and  keeping 
up  a  well  directed  fire,  the  two  ships,  a  brig,  and  a  schooner  sur- 
rendered, a  schooner  and  sloop  mating  a  vain  attempt  to  escape. 
Those  oflicers  and  men  who  were  immediately  under  my  ob- 
servation, evinced  the  greatest  gallantry,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
tliat  all  others  conducted  themselves  as  became  American  officers 
and  seamen.  Lieutenant  Yarnall,  first  of  the  Lawrence,  although 
several  times  wounded,  refused  to  quit  the  deck.  Midshipman 
Forrest  (doing  duty  as  lieutenant)  and  sailing  master  Taylor, 
were  of  great  assistance  to  me.  I  have  great  pain  in  stating  to 
you,  the  death  of  lieutenant  Brook  of  the  marines,  and  midship- 
man Laub,  both  of  the  Lawrence,  and  midshipman  John  Clarke 
of  the  Scorpion :  they  were  valuable  and  promising  officers.  Mr« 
Hambleton,  purser,  who  volunteered  his  services  on  deck,  was 
severely  wounded  late  in  the  action.  Midshipmen  Claxton  and 
Swartout  of  the  Lawrence,  were  severely  wounded.  On  board 
the  Niagara,  lieutenants  Smith  and  Edwards,  and  midshipman 
Webster  (doing  duty  as  sailing  master)  behaved  in  a  very  hand- 
some manner.  Captain  Brevoort  of  the  army,  who  acted  as  a 
vsluntesr  in  the  capacity  of  a  marine  officer;  on  board  that  vc^^iel. 


4m 

excellent  and  brave  officer,  and  with  his  musketrj^  did  great 
bion.  Lieutenant  Turner,  commanding  the  Caledonia* 
\t  that  vessel  into  action  in  tlie  most  able  manner,  and  is  an 

that  in  ail  situations,  may  be  relied  on.    The  Ariel,  lieute- 
*arker,  and  Scorpion,  sailing  master  Champlin,  were  enabled 

early  into  action,  and  were  of  great  service.  Captain  EU 
eaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  Mr.  Maerath^  purser,  who  had 
espatched  in  a  boat  on  service,  previous  to  my  getting  on 
the  Niagara ;  and,  bein^  a  seaman,  since  the  action  has  ren- 
essentiau  service  in  taking  charge  of  one  of  the  prizes.  Of 
a  £lliot,  already  so  well  known  to  the  government,  it  would 
io8t  superfluous  to  speak ;  in  this  action,  he  evinced  his  cha- 
stic  bravery  and  judgment ;  and,  since  the  close  of  the 
,  has  given  me  the  most  able  and  essential  assistance. 
.ve  the  honour  to  enclose  you  a  return  of  the  killed  and 
ed,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  relative  force  of  the 
rons.  The  captain  and  first  lieutenant  of  the  Queen  Char- 
ind  first  lieutenant  of  the  Detroit,  were  killed.  Captain 
ly,  senior  officer,  and  the  commander  of  the  Lady  Prevost* 
ly  wounded.  Their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  I  have  not 
en  able  to  ascertain ;  it  must,  however,  have  been  very  great 

Very  respectfully,  &.C. 

O.  H.  PERRY. 

fm.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Statement  of  the  force  of  the  British  squadron. 

y  Detroit,  19  guns — 1  on  pivot  and  2  howitzers* 

!en  Charlotte,    -        -        -        -     17  guns,    1      do. 
ooner  Lady  Prevost,      -        -  13   do.     1      do. 

5  Hunter,        -        -        -        -       10    do.     - 
>p  Little  Belt,       ...  3    do.     -        - 

ooner  Chippeway,      -        ^        «      1    do.  and  2  swivels. 

63  guns. 


-The  Detroit  is  a  new  ship,  very  strongly  built,  and 
s  long  twenty-fours,  eighteens,  and  twelves. 

Statement  of  the  force  of  the  United  States^  squadron^ 

•rig  Lawrence,  -        -        20  guns, 

Niagara,     -  -        -     20  do. 

Caledonia,  -        -         3  do. 

ner  Ariel,          .  .        ,     4  do.(lbur8tearlyin action) 

Scorpion,  -        -           2  do. 

Somers,      -  -        -      2  do.  and  2  swivels 

DOp  Trippe,  -        -        -   1  do. 

ner  Tygress,     •  -        -       1  do. 

Porcupine^  -        *         1  do. 

54  guDi. 


The  exact  number  of  the  enemy's  force,  has  not  been  ascer- 
tained, but  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  it  exceeded  ours,  br 
nearly  100  men. 

^isf  of  killed  and  wounded  on  hoard  the  United  States^  squadron^ 
under  command  of  O.  H.  Ferry,  esq.  in  the  action  of  the  IQth 
of  September,  1813. 

[Two  days  previous  to  the  action,  57  men  unfit  for  duty  in  the 
$mall  vessels.] 

Ob  board  the  Lawrence, — Rilled  22, — Wounded  61 — Total  S3 

Niagara,  2  25                ST 

Caledonia,  0  3d 

Somers,  0  2                 2 

Ariel,.  1  3                  4 

Trippe,  0  2                 S* 

Scorpion,  2  0                 3 
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S.  HAMBLE TON,  Purser, 
i).  H.  Perrt,  Captain  and  Senior  officer. 


UNITED  STATES'  SHIP  GENERAL  PIKE, 

Off  Duck  Island,  September  13th,  1813. 

SIR, 

On  the  rth,  at  day-light,  the  enemy's  fleet  was  discovered 
dose  in  with  Nia^ra  river,  wind  from  the  southward  ^— made  the 
(signal,  weighed  with  the  fleet  (prepared  for  action)  and  stood  out 
of  the  river  after  him  ;  he  immediately  made  all  sail  to  the  north- 
ward* We  made  sail  in  chase,  with  our  heavy  schooners  in  tow, 
and  have  continued  the  chase  all  around  the  fake,  nijght  and  day, 
until  yesterday  momine,  when  he  succeeded  in  getting  into  Am- 
herst bay,  which  is  so  little  known  to  our  pilots,  and  said  to  be 
full  of  shoals,  diat  they  are  not  willing  to  take  me  iu  there.  I 
shall,  however,  (unless  driven  from  my  station  by  a  ^e  of  wind) 
endeavour  to  watch  him  so  close,  as  to  prevent  his  getting  out 
upon  the  lake. 

During  our  long  chase  we  frequently  ^t  within  from  one  to  two 
miles  of  the  enemy,  but  our  heavy  sailing  schooners  prevented 
our  closing  with  him,  until  the  11th,  ofi*  Genesee  river ;  we  carried 
a  breeze  with  us  while  he  lay  becalmed,  to  within  about  three 
fourths  of  a  mile  of  him,  when  he  took  the  breeze,  and  we  had  a 
running  fight  of  three  and  a  half  hours,  but  by  his  superior  sailing, 
he  escapea  me  and  run  into  Amherst  bay  yesterday  morning.  & 
the  course  of  our  chase^  on  the  11th,  I  got  several  broadsides  from 
this  ship  upon  tlie  enemy,  which  must  have  done  him  considerable 
injury,  as  many  of  tlie  shot  were  seen  to  strike  him,  and  people 


>rere  obseired  over  the  side,  plugging  shot  holes.  A  few  shot  struck 
muT  hull,  and  a  little  rigging  was  cut,  but  nothing  of  importance— 
sot  a  man  was  hurt. 

I  was  much  disiippointed  that  sir  James  refused  to  fight  roe, 
as  he  was  so  much  superior  in  point  of  force,  both  in  guns  and  men, 
lianng  upwards  of  20  guns  more  than  we  have,  and  heaves  a 

frcater  weight  of  shot.  This  ship,  the  Madison,  and  the  Sjiphj 
avc  each  of  them  a  schooner  constantly  in  tow,  jet  the  others 
cannot  sail  as  fast  as  the  enemy's  squadron,  which  gives  him  de- 
cidedly the  advantage,  and  puts  it  in  his  power  to  engage  me  when 
and  how  he  chooses. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHATTNCEY. 

Hon.  Wm,  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


CANANDAIGUA,  Septcmbei;i4th,  1813. 

SIR, 

A  large  number  of  tlie  patriotic  citizens  of  this  and  the  ad- 
jacent towns,  anxious  to  do  their  duty  in  a  crisis  so  interestinji;  to 
the  nation  in  general,  and  to  this  part  of  the  country  in  particu- 
lar, have  associated  themselves  to  volunteer  their  services  to  the 
United  States  for  the  residue  of  the  campaign  at  least* 

In  order  to  effectuate  their  intentions,  however,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary that  their  movements  should  receive  your  approbation 
and  sanction,  and  that  they  should  be  assured  of,  that  tne  corps* 
whether  a  company,  battalion,  or  (as  is  possible)  a  regimeiit» 
should  be  received,  organized,  and  countenanced  by  your  order 
and  authority.  l*he  lateness  of  the  season,  and  the  anxiety  of 
the  members,  induce  us  to  request  an  early  and  authoritative 
reply,  that  the  association  may  be  equipped  according  to  law, 
and  be  useful  to  their  country  this  season.  It  may  not  be  hardly 
decorous  for  us  to  say  it,  but  we  must  observe,  that  the  subscribers 
will  prove  to  be  obedient  and  brave  soldiers. 

In  their  behalf,  I  am,  &c. 

DANIEL  RODMAN, 

Ibjor  general  Wilkinson, 

or  the  officer  commanding  at  Fort  George. 


U.  S.  NAVY  YARD,  PORTSMOUTH, 

September  14th,  1813. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you,  by  the  mail,  the  flags  of 
the  late  British  brig  Boxer,  which  were  nailed  to  her  mast  heads 
at  the  time  she  engaged,  and  was  captured  by  the  United  Statea' 
brig  Euterprize. 

Great  as  the  pleasure  is  tliat  I  derive  from  performing  this  part 
.of  my  duty,  I  need  not  tell  you  how  dilTerent  my  feelings  would 
haye  been,  could  the  gallant  Burrows  have  had  this  honour ! 
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He  went  into  action  most  gallantly,  and  the  difference  of  injurjr 
4one  the  two  vessels  proves  how  nobly  he  fought. 

I  have  trie  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  HULL. 

Hon.  Wm,  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


BLACK  ROCK,  September  irth,  1813. 

SIR, 

In  consequence  of  encouragements  from  general  Boyd,  that  m 
general  and  decisive  movement  was  about  to  be  made  bj  the  armj, 
and  that  an  additional  force  was  desirable,  we  repaired  to  fort 
George  about  five  weeks  ago,  with  500  men,  consisting  of  volun-. 
tecrs,  militia,  and  Indians.  Most  of  us  remained  here  for  twelve  or 
fourteen  days,  but  our  hopes  not  being  realized,  the  men  contin- 
ually dispersed  and  went  home,  not  however  without  expecta- 
tions, again  encouraged  by  generals  Boyd  and  Williams,  that  wc 
should  be  shortly  called  on  again  to  aid  in  operations,  which  the 
people  in  this  part  of  the  country,  so  long  harrassed  by  tlie  calam- 
ities of  war,  feel  so  strong  an  interest  in  forwarding.  Under  sim- 
ilar expectations  many  of  our  friends  in  the  ipterior  have  intimated 
to  us  tneir  readiness  to  join  with  respectable  reinforcements  on  the 
shortest  notice  :  and  we  are  informed  that  one  company,  about  70 
strong,  is  actually  on  its  march,  and  will  arrive  here  to-day  or  to- 
morrow. 

We  are  at  this  moment  much  at  a  loss  how  to,  act,  and  our  dif- 
ficulty is  increased  by  the  various  rumours  and  conjectures  circula- 
ted by  the  different  officers  daily  arriving  from  head  quarters, 
some  of  whom  represent  that  npoflensive  operations  are  to  be  under- 
taken on  this  frontier,  but  that  the  regular  army  is  immediately 
to  be  marched,  either  to  the  east  to  attack  Kingston,  or  to  the  west 
to  join  general  Harrison.  Others  state  that  an  attack  is  to  be 
made  on  the  British  forces  in  tlie  vicinity  of  this  place. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  are  induced  to  inquire  of  you 
whether  such  a  force  as  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  raise  is  desired 
by  you  to  effectuate  your  plans,  and  if  so,  in  what  numbers,  and  %t 
what  time  ?  If  your  object  be  to  sally  out  upon  the  enemy  at  fort 
George,  we  could  bring  you  a  respectable  force.  But,  on  the  con- 
trary, if  you  meditate  an  attack  at  some  other  point,  and  the 
withdrawal  of  the  regular  troops  from  fort  George,  and  placing 
tlus  frontier  on  the  defensive  only,  by  means  of  muitia,  we  would 
observe  that  our  prepared  force  is  of  such  a  character  as  could  not 
be  engaged  in  this  senice. 

Upon  the  supposition  that  you  intend  to  withdraw  the  r^;ular 
troops  from  tins  frontier,  we  beg  leave  to  subq[iit  a  proposition  for 
your  consideration. 

We  believe  we  are  not  incorrect  in  saying  that  it  would  require 
nearly  quite  as  great  a  force  to  defend  this  line  of  frontier  against 
^  givep  force  of  ttie  enemy,  as  it  would  to  a,ttack  and  auWue  tl»t 
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tdnem  J.  Sir  George  Prevost  has  ordered  the  militia  of  the  uppiir 
pro V nice  to  be  called  out  en  masse.  They  are  to  assemble  on 
Saturdaj  next.  And  if,  after  jrour  departure,  the  enemy  opposite 
here  should  take  it  in  Ms  head  to  retain  all  his  regular  force,  and 
jblajofi'his  skill  against  the  inexperience  of  our  mditia,  we  mi^t 
nave  occasion  to  fear  a  repetition  of  former  scenes  in  the  present 
war. 

Our  proposition  (in  case  of  your  leaving  this  place)  is,  that  w^ 
be  permitted  to  raise,  between  this  and  the  first  of  October,  avoi- 
unteer  force  of  from  1,000  to  1,200  men,  exclusive  of  Indians^ 
That  we  add  to  it  as  many  of  the  militia  stationed  on  the  lines  as 
may  be  willing  to  join  us.  That  we  be  furnished  with  a  small  train 
[aay  4  pieces)  of  field  artillery,  with  experienced  officers  and  men 
to  nght  them  ;  and  that  with  this  force  we  be  authorized  to  invade 
the  enemy's  country. 

Shimld  you  think  proper  to  confer  such  an  authority  on  us,  and 
iirect  th.it  the  volunteers  shall  be  furnished  with  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, provisions,  &c.  and  receive  pay  while  in  actual  service,  we 
pledge  our  lives  that  before  the  close  of  the  season  we  will  occupy 
the  whole  of  the  valuable  and  populous  peninsula  opposite  this 
river,  and  either  capture,  destroy,  or  disperse  all  the  enemy's  force 
in  this  quarter. 

You  may  perhaps  make  it  convenient  to  send  an  answer  by  the 
bearer,  captain  Hall. 

We  are,  sir,  most  respectfully,  &0i 

PETER  B.  PORTER, 
CYRENIUS  CHAPIN, 
JOSEPH  M.  M'CLURE.. 

iiftjor  general  Wilkinson^ 
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FORT  GEORGE,  September  18th,  1813. 

GENTLEMEN, 

Your  letter  of  yesterday  which  reached  me  last  evemngi  give* 
ou  a  claim  to  my  acknowledgments,  and  to  those  of  your  country, 
jut  as  I  am  altogether  unauthorized  by  law  or  instruction  to  sanc- 
tion your  plan  mr  the  levy  of  a  body  of  volunteers,  Und  as  your 
anticipations,  propositions,  and  su^estions  embrace  a  range  and  a 
character  upon  wnich  I  have  neither  right  nor  authority  to  delib- 
irate,  I  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  transmit  a  copy  of  your  letter 
to  the  secretary  of  war,  now  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  by  express^for 
Ids  deliberation  and  decision. 

I  hope  he  may  find  it  convenient  and  proper  to  meftt  your  vitfwi^ 
ind  have  only  to  add,  that  you  shall  be  advised  of  his  answei^ 
idthout  a  moment's  delay,  after  it  may  reach  my  hands* 

With  high  cdnsideration  and  respect,  , 

JAMES  WILKINSOHr. 

to  ¥titt  B.  Porter,  major  Cyrcititn  Gliapm,  and  Joseph  XL  U'Glm-f 
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Hjrtract  of  a  letter  from  general  fFUkinson  to  the  Secretary  of 

War,  dated  September  20th,  1813. 

"  I  am  well  again,  and  that's  a  j^ood  thing;,  for  I  have  been  during 
rtiy  sickness  somewliat  of  a  smeUfuv^s, 

"Now  indeed  would  be  a  fine  time  to  slip  into  the  St.  Lawrence 
if  Chaunccj  could  keep  sir  James  blockaded  above  Kingston,  and 
command  the  river  below  at  the  same  time,  and  our  preparations 
were  completely  matured,  but  it  is  an  herculean  task  to  extract 
order  from  chaos.  No  time  has  or  shall  be  lost  on  mj  part ;  bat 
we  cannot,  when  prepared  at  all  points,  controul  the  winds.  It 
was  last  night  only  the  transports  from  Oswego  arrived ;  and  if  I 
am  not  hardly  opposed  by  weather,  I  hope  I  shall  have  lOfX)  men 
afloat  by  the  26th,  and  complete  my  embarkations  on  the  3()th,  after 
which,  until  we  reach  Grenadier  Island,  I  must  look  to  our  squa- 
dron and  the  heavens  for  safety. 

"  Chauncey  tells  me  he  is  liable  to  be  blown  off  from  his  station, 
and  in  such  case  sir  James  may  slip  out  by  him,  but  promises  to 
follow  him.  It  is  material,  to  prevent  the  enem^  from  following 
and  cutting  our  rear,  that  some  competent  force  sliould  take  post 
on  the  St.  Lawrence  below  Kingston ;  and  1  pray  of  you  to  make 
this  arrangement  with  Chauncey.  Before  1  left  JSackett's  Harbor, 
I  ordered  a  dozen  slip  keel  boats  to  carry  50  men  each,  and  to  row 
SO  oars,  to  be  armed  with  a  light  cannon  in  their  bow. 

*•  This  armament  is  to  sweep  the  St.  Lawrence  of  the  enemy's 
gun  boats,  and  to  take  post  in  advance  when  and  wherever  it  may 
be  advisable.  I  beg  you,  if  necessary  on  your  part,  to  give  effect 
to  this  order. 

**\Ve  have  just  received  advice  confirmatory  of  a  naval  combat  on 
lake  Erie,  in  which  it  is  said  Perry  has  taken  the  whole  British 
squadron  on  the  10th  instant,  and  brought  the  vessels  into  **  Put- 
ney harbor  at  the  islands"— his  own  vessel,  the  Lawrence,  barely 
capable  of  being  floated.  The  action  lasted  six  hours.  This  will 
cancel  your  news  from  our  commodore. 

"The  enclosed  letter  from  general  M*Clure  breathes  a  good  spi- 
rit, but  he  will  not  be  up  for  several  days.  In  the  mean  time  I 
shall  prepare  his  orders,  to  be  ready  to  give  him  the  conimand. 

•*  A  body  of  horse,  a  small  one  at  that  point  wliere  the  fate  of  the 
island  is  to  be  decided  by  combat  (for  believe  not  that  we  shall  get 
possession  of  Montreal  without  a  battle)  >vill  be  invaluable.  Burn 
has  been  ordered  hence  sometime  before  my  arrival,  to  recruit  his 
cavalry  and  prepare  them  for  action,  ancl  I  shall  order  him  by 
express  to-morrow  to  incline  by  indirect  dilatory  marches  towartfg 
Hamilton,  there  to  look  for  further  orders,  somewhere  about  Ant- 
werp or  that  quarter.  From  Denmai'k  or  Champion  he  is  to 
advise  the  commanding  ofiicer  at  Sackett-s  Harbor  of  his  move- 
ments. 

"  De  Rottenbergis  underthe  full  belief  that  I  mean  to  attack  him, 
and  I  ahall  keep  up  the  delusion  as  long  as  possible. 
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•»  The  snail's  pace  of  the  reinforcements  approaching  tliis  divl- 
>n,  and, pardon  me,  their  direction  and  route  occasion  me  sur- 
iz.e.  Ot  what  avail  will  be  the  detachments  under  colonels 
indolph  and  Coles,  which  are»  I  learn  from  Washington,  on 
iir  march  to  this  place,  where  they  cannot*  or  will  not  arrive 
\>re  the  15th  proximo.  If  these  detachments  had  been  ordered 
bjr  ail  the  available  water  communications  from  Annapolis  to 
[>anj,  they  could  have  reached  Sackett^s  Harbor  in  season,  and  a 
umn  of  800  men  would  have  been  found  an  important  desidera- 
A  in  our  impending  operations*  Where  also  are  the  1000  men 
K>rted  to  me  by  colonel  Duane  as  being  ready  for  march  before 
Bached  Philadelphia?  I  must  hope  near  Sackett's  Harbor*  I 
t  these  questions  to  you  that  I  may  apprize  you  of  facts,  that 
I,  \vith  whom  it  rests,  may  apply  the  remedy,  for  I  find  we 
isess  little  military  subordination  or  respect,  and  that  a  chief 
an  army  is  obeyed  more  from  courtesy  than  principle  or  pro* 
Bional  obligations. 

«  I  send  this  by  the  privateer  Fox  to  commodore  Chaunccy,  with 
-equest  that  he  accelerate  its  progress  to  you.  This  place 
ther  stops  a  gap,  extends  our  possessions,  nor  covers  or  pro^ 
ts  a  counti'y;  it  is  ^ood  for  noushty  but  to  command  the  ground 
occupies,  and  therefore  I  shall  aismafitle  and  abandon  it J^ 


vtract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  JFar,  to  general  JfH^ 

kinson^  dated 

SACKETl^'S  HARBOR,  September  22d,  ISIS. 

£AR  GENERAL, 

"Your  letters  of  the  16th,  17th,  and  18th  instant,  have  been 
is  moment  received ;  I  hasten  to  answer  them.  The  main  ob* 
:t  must  be  prosecuted;  Chauncey  is  not  broken  down  ;  he  can 
d  will  command  the  lake,  and  while  he  does  so,  our  position  at 
>rt  George  maybe  maintained.  If  the  enemy's  sick  list  amounts 
one  thousand  four  hundred  out  of  three  thousand,  the  enemy 
.n  undertake  nothing  with  effect.  In  this  view  of  the  subject, 
jse  with  P.  I),  Pointer's  pioposition,  made  in  the  following  words* 
z.:  *  Our  proposition  (in  case  of  your  leaving  this  place)  is,  that 
ebe  permitted  to  raise,,  between  this  an<l  the  1st  of  October,  a 
ilunteer  force  of  from  one  thousand  to  one  thousand  two  hun- 
-ed  men,  exclusive  of  Indians;  that  we  add  to  it  !»s  many  of  the 
iiitia  stationed  on  the  lines  as  may  be  willing  to  join  us ;  that  we 
\  furnished  .>yith  a  small  train  (say  four  pieces  of  field  artillerr 
ith  experieiiced  officers  and  men  to  fight  them)  and  that  witli 
is  force  we  be  authorized  to  invade  the  enemy's  country.'  Rod- 
an^s  corps  may  join  Porter.  Any  volunteers  you  may  have 
ith  the  army,  whose  times  are  near  expiiin^j:,  and  who  are  de- 
roiis  of  continuing  in  service,  may  do  so  also*    A^''c  will  cover 
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the  whole  bj  a  requisition  upon  governor  Tompkins  for  addiUfm^^^ 
militia.  Tlie  encinj^s  fleet  have  left  the  Chesapeake,  I  believe  fo^:^^ 
H:;lifdX,  whence  the  land  truop»  are  to  be  sent  into  Canada 
another  nioti\e  for  quick  movements. 

"  My  last  letters  by  Chauncey  of  the  18th  or  19tli,  gave  jc 
all  we  yet  know.  Prevost  has  left  Kingston,  it  is  said  for  Qtu 
beck;  more  probably  for  Montreal. 

"  Yours  faithfully  and  forever, 

«  JOHN  ARxMSTRONG.'^ 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  major  general  Harrison  to  the  Seeretts^^at 

of  9Far,  dated 

"HEAD  QUARTERS,  BASS  ISLAND,  September 22d,  H 

"The  greater  part  of  the  troops  are  here  with  me,  and         f^^ 
whole  will,  I  believe,  be  up  by  twelve  o^clock.     I  shall  proc^^eed 
as  far  as  the  Middle  Sister  in  the  course  of  the  night  and  to-nr^Mr- 
row,  and  in  the  following  night  get  so  near  the  enemv*s  coas^    g^ 
to  land  two  or  three  miles  below  Maiden  by  eight  o^clock  in      tiia 
morning.    These  prosjiects  may,  however,  be  retarded  by  adv«=>fge 
winds.    Commodore  rerry  gives  me  every  assistance  in  his  ^oir-> 
er." 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  AMIIERSTBURG, 

September  2Jil,  18U 

SIR, 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  infonn  vou  that  I   landed  the  umj 
under  my  command,  about  three  miles  below  this  place,  at  three 
o^clock  this  morning,  without  opposition,  and  toolc  possession rf 
the  town  in  an  hour  after.     General   Proctor  has   retreated  t» 
Sandwich,  with  his  regular  troops  and  Indians,  having  previoQlly 
burned  the  fort,  navy  \ard,  barracks,  and  public  store  houses^ 
the  two  latter  were  very  extensive,  covenn^  several  acres  «f 
ground.     1  will  pursue  the  enemy  to-morrow,  although  there  is  I 
probability  of  overtaking  him,  as  he  has,  upwaida  of  1000  hone 
and  we  have  not  one  in  tiic  army.     I  shall  tliink  myself  fortaw 
to  be  able  to  collect  a  sufliciency  to  mount  the  general  offio 
It  is  supposed  here,  that  general  Proctor  intends  to  establish  b 
^elf  upon  the  river  French,  forty  miles  from  Maiden. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 

AVILLIAM  IL  HARRIf 

''^'*»vtary  of  TVar? 
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TJ.  S.  SCHOONER  ARIEL, 

Put-in-Bay,  September  24th,  181^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  about  1200  troops 
rere  yesterday  transported  to  a  small  island,  distant  about  four 
^agues  from  Maiden,  notwithstanding  it  blew  hard,  with  frequent 
[}uall3.  This  day,  although  the  weather  is  not  settled,  the 
quadron  will  a^^in  take  over  as  many  more.  We  only  wait  for 
ivourable  weather  to  make  a  final  move.  I  need  not  assure  you, 
ir,  that  every  possible  exertion  will  be  made  by.  the  officers  and 
len  under  my  command  to  assist  the  advance  of  the  army ;  and 
t  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  say,  that 
je  utmost  harmony  prevails  between  the  army  and  navy, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

O.  H.  PERRY, 

[on.  Wot.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


J^ASHYnXE,  September  24th,  1813, 

;iR, 

You  will  forthwith  call  out,  to  rendezvous  in  the  shortest 
iracticable  time,  at  Fayetteville,  Lincoln  county,  2000  of  the 
nilitia  and  volunteers  oi  your  division,  and  march  them  to  repel 
n  approaching  invasion  and  attack,  to  be  made  by  the  Creek  In- 
iians  on  tlie  frontier  of  Madison  county,  M.  T,  and  the  frontier 
f  this  state ;  which  information  I  have  this  moment  received,  by 
xpress,  from  captain  M'Clellan,  of  the  United  States'  army,  com- 
landing  officer  at  fort  Hampton,  communicated  under  cover  of  a 
etter  received  from  captain  Brahan,  of  Iluntsville.  The  United 
states'  contractor  will,  by  your  order,  furnish  provisions,  an«l  W, 
i.  Lewis,  esquire,  assistant  deputy  quarter  roaster,  will  furnish 
mmunition  and  other  necessary  supplies  in  his  department.  You 
^U  require  the  muster  master,  or  inspector,  colonel  R.  Hayes,  to 
luster  the  troops  into  service.  Delay  is  inadmissible.  You  will 
bserve  my  ortler  of  the  14th  August  last. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIE  BLOUNT. 

fojor  general  Andrew  Jackson, 

3d  division  Tennessee  militia. 


U.  8.  SKIP  GliNERAL  PIKE,  NIAGARA  RIVER, 

September  25th,  1813. 

IIR, 

After  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  you  on  the  15th,  I  con- 
inued  to  blockade  the  enemy  until  the  17th,  when  the  wind 
lowing  heavy  from  the  westward,  the  enemy  having  run  into 
LiqgstoD}  anU  knowing  that  he  could  not  move  from  that  place 


216 

« 

before  a  chauf^e  of  ^vind,  I  took  the  opportunity  of  ranning  into 
Sackett's  Harbour. 

I  remained  but  a  few  hours  at  the  Harbour  and  left  it  at  day- 
light on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  but  did  not  arrive  here  until 
yesterday,  owing  to  continual  head  winds,  not  having  laid  our 
course  during  the  passage.  On  the  19th  I  saw  the  enemy's  fleet 
near  the  False  Ducks,  but  took  no  notice  of  him,  as  I  wished  him 
to  follow  me  up  th^  lake. 

,  There  is  a  report  here,  and  generally  believed,  that  captain 
PeiTV  has  captured  the  ^"hole  of  the  enemy's  fleet  on  lake  Erie. 
If  tins  should  prove  true  in  all  its  details,  (and  God  grant  that  it 
may)  he  has  immortalized  himself  and  not  disappointed  the  high 
expectations  formed  of  his  talents  and  bravery. 

I  have  learnt,  from  a  source  which  can  be  depended  upon,  that 
wc  did  tlie  enemy  much  more  injury,  in  our  encounter  on  the  1 1th, 
than  I  had  expected  :  I  find  that  we  killed  captain  Mulcaster,  of 
the  Royal  George,  and  a  number  of  his  men,  and  did  considerable 
injury  to  that  ship,  as  well  as  several  other  vessels.  It  was  truly 
unfortunate  that  we  could  not  have  brought  the  enemy  to  a  general 
action  on  that  day,  as  I  am  confident  the  victory  would  have  been 
as  complete  as  that  upon  lake  Erie.  I  have,  however,  the  conso- 
lation to  know,  th<it  every  exertion  was  used  to  bring  him  to  close 
action.     If  we  did  not  succeed,  it  was  not  our  faults 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

Hon.  William  Jones, 

Scgrctuiy  oi'tlie  Navy,  Washington. 


GENERAL  ORDERS 
Of  Debarkation^  of  JIarch,  and  of  Battle. 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  ON  BOARD  THE  U.  S,  SCHOONER  ARIEI^ 

September  2(Wi,  1813. 

As  it  is  the  intention  of  the  general  to  land  the  army  on  the 
enemy's  couj^,  the  following  will  be  the  order  of  debarKation,  of 
march,  and  of  battle : 

The  riglit  wing  of  the  army  will  be  composed  of  the  Kentucky 
Toluntecrs,  under  the  command  of  his  excellency  governor  Shel- 
by, acting  as  major  general.  The  left  wing,  of  the  light  corps  of 
lieutenant  colonel  Ball,  and  the  brigades  of  generals  M'Arthur 
and  Cass.  The  arrangement  is  made  with  a  view  to  the  localities 
of  the  ground,  upon  which  the  troops  are  to  act,  and  the  compoai- 
tiou  of  the  enemy's  force,  and  is  calculated,  in  marching  up  the 
lake  or  straight,  to  place  our  regular  troops  in  the  open  ground  cm 
the  lake,  where  they  will  probably  be  opposed  by  the  British  regu- 
Uir-,  and  the  Kentucky  volunteers  in  tiie  woodb,  which  it  is  pre-> 
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sumed  will  be  occupied  by  the  enemy's  militia  and  Indians. 
"When  the  signal  is  given  for  putting  to  the  shore,  the  corps  of 
lieutenant  colonel  Ball  will  precede  the  left  wing :  the  regiment 
of  volunteer  riflemen  the  right  wing :  these  corps  will  land  with 
"^le  utmost  celerity,  consistent  with  the  preservation  of  good  or- 
mler,  and  as  soon  as  landed,  will  seize  the  most  favourable  position 
£>r  annoying  tlie  enemy  and  covering  the  disembarkation  of  the 
'boops  of  the  line.  General  Cass's  brigade  will  follow  colonel 
Sail's  corps,  and  general  Calmes  the  volunteer  riflemen.  The 
Yeoriinents  will  land  and  form  in  succession  upon  those  which 
precede  tliem.  The  right  wing,  with  its  left  in  front,  displaying 
io  the  n;^ht ;  and  the  left  wing  with  its  right  in  front,  displaying 
to  tlie  lett.  The  brigades  of  generals  King,  Allen,  and  CaldwelH 
'will  form  successively  to  the  right  of  general  Calmes.  General 
M*  Arthur  and  Chllds's  brigades  will  form  the  reserve.  The  ge  \ 
Jiei'al  will  command  in  person,  the  right  brigades  of  generals 
Cass  and  Calmes,  assisted  by  major  general  Henry.  His  excel- 
lency governor  Shelby  will  have  the  immediate  command  of  three 
brigades  on  the  right,  assisted  by  major  general  Desha.  As  soon 
ms  the  troops  are  disembarked,  the  boats  are  to  be  immediately 
sent  back  to  the  fleet  It  will  be  observed  that  the  order  of  land- 
ings here  prescribed,  is  somewhat  that  of  direct  eschelons  de- 
jplojed  into  line  upon  the  advanced  corps  of  the  right  and  left 
^ng.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  general,  however,  that  all  the 
troops  which  are  provided  with  boats,  should  land  in  as  quick 
succession  as  possible ;  and  the  general  officers  command  towards 
the  extremities  of  the  line,  are  authorized  to  deviate  from  the  ar- 
rangement to  counteract  any  movement  of  the  enemy,  by  landing 
any  part  of  tlieir  commands,  previously  to  the  formation  of  tlie 
corps,  which  is  herein  directed  to  precede  them.  The  corps  of 
lieutenant  colonel  Ball,  and  the  volunteer  rifle  regiment,  will 
maintain  the  position  tliey  occupy  on  landing,  until  the  troops  of 
the  line  are  formed  to  support  them  ;  they  will  then  retire  through 
the  intervals  of  the  line,  or  to  the  flanks,  and  form  in  the  rear  of 
the  line. 

A  detachment  of  artillery,  with  a  six,  four,  and  three  pounder 
and  howitzer,  will  land  with  the  advanced  light  corps;  the  rest 
of  the  artillery  will  be  held  in  reserve,  and  landed  at  such  point 
as  major  Wood  may  direct. 

The  point  of  landing  for  the  reserve,  under  brigadier  general 
M'Artiiur,  cannot  now  he  designated ;  it  will  be  made  to  support 
any  point  of  tlie  line  which  may  require  aid,  or  be  formed  on  the 
flanks,  as  circumstances  may  render  necessary.  The  arrange- 
ment for  landing  tlie  troops,  will  be  made  entirely  under  the  di- 
rection of  an  ofiicer  of  the  navy,  whom  commodore  Perry  has 
been  so  obliging  as  to  ofter  for  that  purpose.  The  debarkation  of 
the  troops  will  be  covered  by  the  cannon  of  the  vessels.  The 
troops  being  landed,  and  the  enemy  driven  off,  or  not  opposing 
the  landing,  the  army  will  change  its  front  to  tlie  left,  ana  form 
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in  order  of  battle  in  the  following  manner.  The  two  brigades  of 
regular  troops,  and  two  of  the  volunteers,  to  be  formedin  two 
lines  at  right  angles  to  the  shore  of  the  lake.  Generals  M*  Arthur's 
brig;ide  and  Calmes  to  form  the  front  line,  and  Cass's  and  ChildsN 
the  second  line ;  the  regular  troops  still  on  the  left ;  that  flank  of 
both  lines,  resting  on  tne  shore, — the  distance  between  the  two 
lines  will  be  300  yards.  The  remaining  three  brigades  of  volun- 
teers will  be  drawn  up  in  a  single  line  of  two  ranks,  at  right 
angles  to  tlie  line  of  march,  its  head  upon  the  nght  of  the  fi-ont 
line,  forming  a  crotchet  (en  potence)  with  that  line,  and  extendin;^ 
beyond  the  second  line.  1  he  corps  of  lieutenant  colonel  Ball 
will  form  the  advance  of  the  left  wing,  at  the  distance  of  500 
yards,  the  regiment  of  rifle  volunteers,  the  advance  of  the  right 
wing,  at  the  same  distance. 

Some  light  pieces  of  artillery  will  be  placed  in  the  road  lead- 
ing up  the  lake,  a.nd  at  such  other  points  as  m^or  Wood  may 
direct.  When  the  order  is  given  for  marching,  the  first  and 
second  lines  will  advance  by  files  from  the  heads  of  companies: 
in  other  words,  these  two  lines  will  form  two  columns,  marching 
by  their  flanks  by  companies  at  entire  distances.    The  thi-ee  bri- 

f fades  on  the  right  flank  will  be  faced  to  the  left  and  marched 
orward — ^the  head  of  this  cohimn  still  forming  en  potence  with 
the  front  line.  It  is  probable  that  the  two  brigades  of  the  front 
line  will  extend  from  the  lake,  some  distance  into  the  woods,  on 
the  right  flank,  and  it  is  desirable  it  should  be  so:  but  should  it 
be  otherwise,  and  the  crotchet  or  angle  be  at  any  time  on  the 
open  ground,  his  excellency  governor  Shelby  will  immediately 
prolong  the  front  line  to  the  right,  by  adding  to  it  as  many  com- 
panies of  the  leading  brigade  of  the  flank  column  as  will  bring 
the  angle,  and  consequently  the  flai^k  column  itself,  completely 
within  the  woods.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  enemy  wifl 
make  their  attack  upon  the  army  on  its  march,  that  their  regular 
troops  will  form  their  right  upon  the  lake,  their  militia  occupy  the 
ground  between  the  regulars  and  the  woods,  and  the  Indians  the 
woods.  The  formjition  herein  prescribed  is  intended  to  resist  an 
arrangement  of  this  kind.  Should  the  general's  conjecture  on 
that  subject  prove  correct,  as  it  must  be  evident  that  the  right  of 
the  enemy  cannot  be  turned,  and  on  that  wing  his  best  troops 
^ii^t  be  placed,  it  will  be  proper  to  refuse  him  our  left,  and  direct 
our  principal  effort  to  uncover  the  flank  of  liis  rco;ulars  by  driving 
oft*  his  niTlitia,.  In  the  event  supposed,  therefore,  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  bring  up  a  part  or  the  whole  of  general  Cass's  brigade,  to 
assist  the  charge  made  by  general  Calmes,  or  that  the  former 
should  change  positions  with  the  brigade  oi  volunteers  in  tlie 
second  line.  Sliould  the  general  think  it  safe  to  order  the  whole 
of  Cass's  brigadt*  to  the  r\^\\U  without  replacing  it  with  another,* 
general  Cass  will  march  to  the  right,  formed  in  oblique  eschclons 
of  companies.  It  will  be  the  business  of  general  M'Avthur,  in 
^e  event  of  his  wing  being  refused  to  watch  we  motions  of  the  ene- 


Yay,  wiUi  the  assistauce  of  tlie  artillery,  to  prevent  his  front  linfe 
at  least  from  interrupting  the  progress  of  our  right.  Should  the 
enemy's  militia  be  defeated,  the  brigade  of  ours  in  advance  \\ili 
immediately  wheel  upon  the  flank  of  the  British  regulai^,  and  gen- 
eral M'Arthur  will  advance  to  attack  them  in  front.  In  the  mean 
time,  his  excellencv  governor  Shelby  can  use  the  brigade  in  re- 
serve of  the  seconcf  line  to  prolong  the  flank  line  from  its  front 
f>r  left,  or  to  reinforce  any  weak  part  of  the  line.  In  all  cases 
'where  troops  in  advancfe  are  obliged  to  retire  through  those  wh6 
are  advancing  to  support  them,  it  will  be  done  by  companies  in 
files,  which  will  retire  through  the  intervals  of  the  advancing  line, 
and  will  immediately  form  in  rear.  The  light  trdops  will  be  par- 
ticularly governed  by  this  direction. 

The  disposition  of  the  troops  on  the  right  flank  is  such  as  th^ 
icoinmandin^  general  thinks  best  calculated  to  resist  an  attack  from 
Indians,  which  is  only  to  be  expected  from  that  quarter.  His  excel- 
lency governor  Slielby  will,  however,  use  his  discretion  in  making 
any  alteration  which  his  experience  and  iudgnkent  ma}  dictatei 
Lieutenant  colonel  Ball,  lieutenant  colonel  Simral,  ana  the  gen- 
eral oflicers  commanding  on  the  flank  litie,  are  to  send  out  small 
detachments  in  advance  of  the  two  former  corps,  and  to  the  flank 
of  the  latter.  Should  they  discovei*  the  enemy  in  force,  immedi- 
ately notice  will  be  sent  to  the  lines.  The  general  commanding 
on  the  spot  will  immediately  order  the  signals  for  forming  in  order 
of  battle,  which  will  be  the  beat "  to  amisJ'^ 

AH  signals  will  be  immediately  repeated  by  all  the  dhntis  of 
the  line — the  signal  for  the  whole  to  halt,  is  the  retreat.  Drums 
will  be  distributed  along  the  heads  of  companies^  and  the  taps 
occasionally  given  to  regulate  their  march. 

Lieutenant  colonels  Ball  and  Simral  are  to  keep  the  general 
constantly  advised  of  the  discoveries  made  by  the  advanced  par- 
ties. Where  it  shall  become  necessary  for  the  corps  of  Ball  and 
Simral  to  retire,  they  will  form  on  the  flank  or  m  the  rear  of 
generals  M< Arthur's  and  Calmes's  brigades,  and  receive  the  orders 
of  the  brigadiei*s  respectively. 

Brigadier  general  Cass  will  designate  stich  officers  as  he  may 
deem  proper,  to  assist  captain  £lliott,  of  the  navy,  in  the  arrange-' 
the  nt  of  the  troops.  The  general  will  be  the  signal  for  the  wholiS 
to  move.     By  command, 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES,  Col.  Adj,  Geru 
Truly  copied  from  the  original. 

ROBERT  BUTTLER,  A  Adj.  Qeik 


NIAOAHA,  September  27thi  18lS,  6  o'clock.  A.  M; 

bEAR  SIR, 

I  received,  at  eight  o'clock  last  evening,  your  interesting  letter 
of  tlie  22d,  and  shall  employ  it«  authorizations  to  thc^  best  pos- 
sible effect 


220 

Fifteen  hundred  men  were  embarked  with  orders  to  sail  the 
day  before  yesterday,  but  a  strong  easterly  wind  has  made  it  im- 
possible to  move. 

The  whole  force,  say  three  thousand  combatants,  after  deduct- 
ing the  garrisons  of  Fort  Georee  and  Niagara,  were  ready  for 
embarkation  yesterday,  and  as  the  weather  is  serene  at  this  mo- 
ment, I  hope  the  whole  may  be  able  to  move  at  dusk  this  day  :  I 
say  at  dusK  because  i  am  <iesirous  to  keep  my  neighbours  under 
a  delusion  as  long  as  possible ;  they  are  perplexed  as  to  my  inten- 
tions, and  will  not  be  able  to  penetrate  them  before  they  have 
discovered  the  course  of  my  flotilla. 

I  have  authentic  information  from  York  the  evening  of  the  S4th 
instant.  The  brigade  of  the  militia  in  the  vicinity  were  required 
to  assemble  the  25th,  and  six  hundred  men  of  the  41st  ana  49th 
regiments,  second  battalion,  were  daily  expected  there  on  their 
route  to  this  neighborhood :  this  is  good  ;  and  still  better,  three 
spacious  block  houses  are  ordered  by  sir  George  to  be  erected 
at  York. 

But,  sir,  here  is  one  drawback ;  the  tantalizing  sir  James  Yeo 
was  in  shore  with  his  fleet  on  the  evening  of  the  24th,  (Friday) 
about  twenty-eight  miles  east  of  York.  W'^ere  he  is  now,  we  know 
not,  for  he"  has  not  since  been  heard  *of,  and  Chauncey  is  just 
sending  out  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  and  the  Neptune  to  reconnoitre 
York  an«l  the  coast  in  that  quarter.     What  may  be   the  vic\if    ^ 
of  the  knight  ?  to  gasconade,  to  retard  my  movement,  or  to  en-  — 
able  De  Itottenberg  to  follow  me?     1  am  unable  to  divine  ;  bu^fl 
will  not  be  longer  delayed,  and,  therefore,  shall  be  twenty  miles  tif^m 
the  eastward  before  to-morrow  morning,  should  the  weather  per- 
mit.  If  sir  James  can  be  discovered,  Chauncey  will  seek  nin^^ 
otherwise  he  will  sail  with  me  to  cover  my  left  flank. 

As  we  have  not  a  moment  to  lose,  I  shall  proceed -directly  t:^B 
Grenadier  Island,  writing  you  and  sending  orders   to  the   coiKi- 
manding  officer  by  a  despatch  boat,  en  passant. 

After  all,  we  are  so  straitened  for  transport  that  we  shall  ndf 
find  room  for  more  than  fifteen  day's  provisions  ;  indeed,  we  han^ 
little  more  to  spare  from  tiiis  position,  and  therefore,  our  sole  dt^ 
pendence  must  be  on  the  magazines  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  of  whiA' 
the  contractor  should  be  personally  advised.    Heaven  protect  jw 

Truly  vours,  ' 

jAMks  wilkinsok: 

Honourable  John  Annstron^,  ■*'' 

Secretar>'  ot  War.  .iA 

..vui) 

U.  S.  SCHOONER  ART'^L,  MAI.DEN  HARBOiL  J^ 

September  TTih,  18l3,^Wlt, 

SIR,  ^  <  ^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  anMMJIji 

major  general  Harrison,  have  this  moment  marched  iiil0  «■£* 
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tV^^H5)ut  opposition,  and  that  the  squadron  aref  now  at  anchor  off 
^  town. 

1  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  &c. 

O.  H.  PERRY. 

"riie  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  FRIGATE  PREnDENT, 

^^^  Newport, :  eptcmbcr  27Ui,  1813. 

Your  having  been  informed  of  my  leavino;  Boston  on  the  234 
April  last,  and  of  my  departure  from  President  Roads  in  com-* 
tny  with  the  Congress,  on  the  30th  of  the  same  month ;  it  now 
^nly  remains  for  me  to  make  you  acquainted  with  my  proceedings 
ince  the  latter  date. 
In  a  few  hours  after  getting  to  sea,  the  wind,  which  had  been 
light  from  the  westward,  shifted  to  the  south-east  and  obliged  me 
beat,  consequently  prevented  our  getting  clear  of  the  bay  until 
3d  of  May,  when,  m  the  afternoon,  while  in  chase  of  a  British 
^  of  war,  near  the  shoal  of  George's  Bank,  we  passed  to  wind- 
^^vard  of  three  sail,  two  of  which,  from  their  appearance  and  tlie 
information  previously  received,  I  judged  to  be  the  La  Ho^e 
^4,  and  Nymphe  frigate,  and  the  third  a  merchant  brig.    After 
getting  clear  of  George's  Bank  the  wind  veered  to  the  north-east- 
^Mrardy  and  we  continued  alons  east-southerly,  in  the  direction  of 
^Ihe   southern  edge  of  the  gulf  stream  until  tlie  8th  of  May,  in 
lon^tude  60  west,  latitude  39  30  north,  when  I  parted  company 
^vrim  the  Congress.    After  parting  company  1  shaped  a  course  as 
Tiear  as  the  wind  would  permit,  to  intercept  the  enemy's  West 
India  commerce  passing  to  the  southward  of  the  Grand  Bank. 
^ot  meeting  with  any  thing  in  this  direction  except  American  ves- 
sels from  Lisbon  and  Cadiz,  I  next  pursued  a  route  to  the  north*' 
ward  on  a  parallel  with  the  eastern  edge  of  the  Grand  Bank,  so 
as  to  cross  the  tracks  of  his  West  India,  Halifax,  Q'aebec,  and  S.t. 
Johjn's  trade.     In  tliis  route»  experiencing  constatit  thick  fogs  for 
a  number  of  days,  and  not  meeting  any  thing,  after  reaching  the 
latitude  of  48  north,  1  steered  to  the  south-east  towards  the  Azores, 
off  which,  in  different  directions,   1  continued  until  the  6th  of 
June,  without  meeting  a  single  enemy's  vessel,  or  any  others, 
except  two  Americans.    At  this  time  falling  in  with  an  \inerican 
ship  bound  to  Cadiz,  and  receiving  iiifoiiuation  that  she  had,  four 
days  before,  passed  an  enemy's  convoy  from  the  West  Indiea 
bound  to  England,  I  crowded  sail  to  the  north-east,  and,  althoiJ2:h 
disappointed  in  falling  in  with  the  convoy,  I  nevertheless  made 
four  captures,  between  the  0th  ami  1 3th  of  J  une. 

Being  now  in  the  latitude  of  46  north,  and  lon^^itude  28  west,  I 
detenmned  on  going  into  the  North  Sea,  and  acrordim^ly  shaped 
a  course  that  aftoi-ded  a  prospect  of  fulling  in  wiih  ve«i^cls  bound 
t0  ^Newfoundland  from  St.  George's  channel,  by  tho  way  of  Cape 


t2i 

Clear,  as  well  as  others  that  might  pass  north  about  to  the  north- 
ward of  Ireland.     To  my  astonishment,  however,  in  all  this  route 
I  (lid  not  meet  with  a  single  vessel,  until  I  made  tiie  Shetland 
Islands,  and  even  oft"  there,  nothing  but  Danish  vessels  trading  to 
England  under  British  licenses.    At  the  time  I  reached  the  Shet- 
land Islands,  a  considerable  portion  of  my  pro\isions  and  water 
being  expended,  it  became  necessary  to  replenish  these,  previous 
to  (letermining  what  course  to  pursue  next ;  and  I  accordingly, 
for  this  purpose,  put  into  North  Bergen  on  the  2rth  of  June  ;  but, 
much  to  my  surprise  and  disappointment,  was  not  able  to  obtain 
any  thing  but  water,  there  bemjj  ah  unusual  scarcity  of  bread  in 
every  part  of  Norway,  and,  at  tlie  time,  not  more  in^  Bergen  thaD 
a  bare  sufficiency  for  its  inhabitants  for  four  or  five  weeks.     This 
being  the  case,  after  replenishing  my  water,  1  departed  on  the  2d 
of  July  and  stretched  over  towards  the  Orkney  Islands,  and  from 
thence  towards  Norih   Cape,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  a 
convoy  of  25  or  30  sail,  which  it  was  said  would  leave  Archangel 
about  the  middle  of  July,  under  the  protection  of  two  brigs  or  two 
sloops  of  war;  and  which  was  further  confirmed  by  two  vessels  I 
captured  on  the  13th  ami  18th  of  the  same  month."  In  this  object, 
Ikowever,  the  enemy  had  the  good  fortune  to  disappoint  me,  by  a 
line  of  battle  ship  and  a  frigate  making  their  appearance  off  the 
North  Cape  on  the  1 9th  of  July,  just  as  I  was  in  momentary 
expectation  of  meeting  the  convoy.      On  first  discovering  the 
enemy's  two  ships  of  war,  not  being  able,  owing  to  the  haziness 
of  the  weather,  to  ascertain  their  character  with  precision,  I  stood 
toward  them,  until   making  out  what  they  were,  I  hauled  bv  the 
wind  on  the  opposite  tack  to  avoid  them;  but  owing  to  faint» 
variable  winds,  calms,  and  entire  day-flight,  (the  sun  in  that  lati  ; 
tude,  at  that  season,  appearing  at  midniglit  several  degrees  above 
the  horizon)  they  were  enabled  to  continue  the  chase  upwards  of 
80  ht)urs ;  during  which  time^  owing  to  different  changes  of  the 
Avind  in  their  favour,  they  were  brought  quite  as  near  to   us  as 
"w^s  desirable.     At  the  time  of  meeting  with  the  enemy's  two 
ships,  the  privateer  schooner  Scourge,  of  New  York,  which  I  l^ad 
fallen  in  with  the  day  before,  was  in  company ;  but  their  attention 
was  so  much  engrossed  by  the  President  that  they  permitted  the 
Scourge  to  escape  without  appearing  to  take  any  notice  of  lier. 

Being  thus  disappointed  in  meeting  the  convoy,  and  a  still 
further  portion  of  my  provisions  being  expended,  I  determined  to 
proceed  to  a  more  westerly  station,  and  accordinjjiy  steered  to 
gain  the  direction  of  the  trade  passing  o*ut  of,  and  into,  the  Irish 
channel.  In  this  position,  between  the  2oth  of  July  and  the  2d 
of  August,  I  made  three  captures,  when,  finding  that  the  enemy 
had  a  superior  force  in  that  vicinity,  I  found  it  expedient  to 
thange  my  ground  ;  and  after  taking  a  circuit  round  Ireland,  and 
getting  into  the  latitude  of  Cape  Clear,  steered  for  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland,  near  to  which  I  made  two  more  captures,  and  by 
tj)e  latter  one  found  that  the  Belleropiion  74,  and  Hyperion  frigatV 
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were  on  tlic  eastern  part  of  the  bank,  and  only  a  few  miles  to  the 
westwaitl  of  me  ;  I  however  did  not  fall  in  with  theui.  From  tho 
eastern  edge  of  the  Grand  Bank,  to  which  1  had  beat  all  the  way 
from  the  north-west  coast  of  Ireland,  (the  wind  having  prevailed, 
without  intermission,  from  the  1st  of  August  to  the  middle  of 
September  from  west  to  southwest)  1  steered  for  the  United 
States,  without  seeing  a  single  vessel  of  any  kind  until  the  2'2d  of 
the  present  month,  being  near  the  south  shoal  of  Nantucket,  I  met 
with  a  Swedish  brig  and  an  American  cartel  (the  Russian  ship 
lloffnung)  from  London,  bound  to  New-Medford. 

Bj  this  time  my  provisions,  and  particularly  bread,  was  so 
nearly  consumed  as  to  make  it  indispensibly  necessary  that  I 
should  put  into  the  first  convenient  port  after  gaining  the  requi- 
iite  information  of  the  disposition  of  the  enemy's  cruizers,  as 
could  enable  me  to  steer  clear  of  a  superior  force  ;  and  tliis  I  was 
enabled  to  do  in  a  manner  which  I  shall  communicate  in  another 
letter.  On  the  23d  instant  I  captured  his  Britannic  majesty's 
schooner  High  Flyer,  (a  tender  to  admiral  Warren)  with  which 
iresscl  I  now  have  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  at  this  port* 

Annexed  is  a  list  of  vessels  captured  and  destroyed,  in  which 
were  made  271  prisoners.  I  have  now,  however,  only  5p  prison- 
ers on  board,  havin]^  sent  to  England,  on  parole,  78  in  the  Duke  of 
[Montrose  ;  76  in  the  Greenland  ship,  Eliza  Swan,  and  60  in  the 
t^arque  Lion,  of  Liverpool. 

During  my  cruize,  although  I  have  not  had  it  Jn  my  power  to 
udd  any  additional  lustre  to  the  character  of  our  little  navy,  1 
fiave,  nevertheless,  rendered  essential  service  to  my  country,  I 
hope,  by  harrassing  the  enemy^J  commerce,  and  employing  to  his 
disadvantage,  more  than  a  dozen  t\mes,  the  force  of  a  single  fri- 
gate. 

My  officers  and  crew  have  experienced  great  privations  since  I 
left  tlie  United  States,  from  being  nearly  5  montlis  at  sea,  and 
living  the  last  three  months  of  that  time  upon  a  scanty  allowance 
^f  the  roughest  fare;  and  it  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  I  acquaint 
jrou  that  they  arc  all  in  better  health  than  might  be  ex|)ected4 
ilihough  you  may  well  suppose  that  their  scanty  allowance  has 
lot  been  of  any  advantage  to  their  strength  or  appearance. 

The  Hidi  Flyer  was  commanded  by  lieutenant  Hutchinson, 
second  of  tlie  St.  l)omino;o.  She  is  a  remarkable  fine  vessel  of  hey 
:las8,  sails  very  fast,  and  would  make  an  excellent  ligiit  crui/.er, 
provided  the  government  have  occasioa  for  a  vessel  of  lier  descrip- 
tion. 

Just  at  the  moment  of  closing  my  letter,  a  newspaper  has  been 
landed  me  containing  captain  Brokers  challenge  to  my  late  gallant 
"iiend  captain  Lawrence,  in  which  he  mentions,  withconsideiable 
emphasis,  the  pains  he  had  taken  to  meet  the  President  and  Con- 
gress with  the  Shannon  and  Tenedos. 

It  is  unnecessary  at  present  to  take  further  notice  of  captajix 
SrQke's  observations  than  to  say,  if  that  was  hib  disposition,  jii^ 
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conduct  was  »o  glaring! j  opposite  as  to  authorize  a  very  contrary 
belief.  Relative  to  captain  broke  I  have  only  further  to  say»  that 
I  hope  he  has  not  been  so  severely  wounded  as  to  make  it  a  sufi' 
cient  reason  to  prevent  his  re-assuming  the  command  of  the  Shan- 
non at  a  future  day. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Hon.  Wm.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


MAJOR  GENERAL  HARRISON'S  PROCLAMATION. 

The  enemy  having  been  driven  from  the  territory  of  Michigan, 
and  a  part  of  the  army  under  my  command  having  taken  posses 
sion  of  it;  it  becomes  necessary  that  the  civil  government  of  the 
territory  should  be  re-established,  and  the  former  officers  renew 
the  exercise  of  their  authority.  1  have  therefore  thought  proper 
tu  proclaim,  that  all  appointments  and  commissions  whicn  have 
l)een  derived  from  British  officers  are  at  an  end  ;  that  the  citizens 
of  the  territory  are  restored  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which 
they  enjoyed  previously  to  the  capitulation  made  by  general  Hull, 
oil  the  IGth  of  August,  1812.  Under  the  present  circumstances^ 
and  until  tlic  will  of  the  government  be  known,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  direct  that  all  persons,  having  civil  offices  in  the  territory 
of  Michigan,  at  the  period  of  the  capitulation  of  Detroit,  resume 
the  exercise  of  their  powers  appertaining  to  their  offices  respec- 
tively. In  the  present  dispersed  state  of  its  population,  many 
officers  are  doubtless  absent.  In  all  cases,  thus  situated,  the  last 
incumbent  who  resigned  the  office  will  resume  the  exercise  of  its 
duties.  Tlie  laws  m  force  at  the  period  abovementioned  will  be 
re-established,  and  continue  in  force  until  repealed  by  the  proper 
authoritv, 

(iiven  at  head  quarters,  the  29th  day  of  September,  1813. 

WILLIAM  H.  HARRISON. 
By  the  general, 

•    John  O'Fallon,  •^id-de-Camp. 


Oh  the  day  of  the  debarkation  of  our  troops  info  Canada,  the  fol- 
lowing general  order  was  issued. 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  ON  BO\UD  THE  ARIEL, 

September  29tJi,  1813. 

GENER.\L  ORDER. 

Tljo  General  entreats  his  brave  troops  to  remember  that  tliey 
aire  the  sons  of  sires  whose  fame  is  immortal :  that  they  are  to 
figlit  for  the  rights  of  their  insulted  country,  whilst  their  oppo- 
nents combat  for  the  unjust  pretensions  oi  a  master. 
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ktsntatkians — remember  the  river  Raisin,  hut  remember  it  ontjr 
wfaiiHt  the  Tictory  is  suspeoded.  The  revenge  of  a  soldier  cannot 
be  gratified  upon  a  fallen  enemy. 

Bj  command,  

ROBERT  BUTTLER,  ^.  Adj.  Gen. 


Extract  of  a  letter  front  general  Harrison  to  the  Deparhner^  qf 

IVar. 
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IIEAD4JUARTERS,  SANDWICH,  U.  C.  30th  September,  1813. 

SIR, 

"  General  Proctor  has  with  him  4^5  regulars  of  the  4l8t  and 
Newfoundland  regiments  ;  60  of  the  lOth  regiment  of  veterans; 
45  dra<^(ms ;  anff  from  600   to   1000  Indians.     Some  deserters 
who  left  him  the  ni<j;ht  before  lai^t,  give  the  latter  as  the  number* 
The  citizens  of  Detroit  suppose  the  former  to  be  correct* 

"The  Ottawas  and  Chippewas  have  withdrawn  from  the  British^ 
ind  have  sent  in  three  of  their  warriors  to  beg  for  peace,  promis- 
ing to  agree  to  any  terms  that  I  shall  prescribe.  I  have  2ijl  eed 
to  receive  them  upon  condition  of  their  giving  hostages  for  their 
Bdelity,  and  immediately  joining  us  with  all  their  v  arriors.  The 
Wyaridots,  Miamies,  and  the  band  of  Dela wares,  which  ha<i  joined 
the  enemy,  arc  also  desirous  to  be  received  upon  the  same 
terms. 

The  celebrated  chief.  Main  Pock,  is  at  the  head  of  the  hostile 
tmnd  on  the  Detroit  side  of  the  straight.  Tecumseh  heads  that 
nrhich  remains  with  t-ie  British.  The  inhabitants  of  Detroit,  who 
vrere  in  daily  communication  with  them,  make  the  former  from 
1000  to  1200.  Their  object  in  dividing  their  force  was  to  make  a 
aight  attack  upon  t)te  part  of  the  army  which  remained  on  thifl 
Hae,  by  a  junction  of  their  force  some    miles  above. 

"  A  detachment  of  the  army,  and  some  of  the  vessels  of  war# 
will  set  (mt  for  the  reduction  of  Mackinac  and  St.  Joseph's  in  a 
few  days. 

"  I  have  honor  to  be,  ficc^ 

«*  WILLIAM  H*  HARRISON.»i 

tlonourablc  John  Armstrong, 

Secretary  oi  War* 


U.  S.  SHIP  GENERAL  PIKE,  OFP  NiAGAUAi 

October  Ist,  1813. 

«R, 

On  the  26th  ultimo  it  was  reported  to  me,  that  the  enferajTi 
leet  was  in  York.  I  immediately  despatched  the  Lady  of  the 
Lake  to  look  into  York,  and  ascertain  the  fact— she  returned  ill 
he  evening  witli  the  information  that  thf;  eaemj  was  iti  York  bif ' 
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At  Kfnm. 


1  immediately  prepared  to  weigh,  but  owing  to  a  strong  wind 
north  north-east,  was  not  able  to  get  out  of  the  river  before  the 
evening  of  the  27th,  and,  owing  to  the  extreme  darkness  of  the 
night,  a  part  of  the  squadron  got  separated,  and  did  not  join  be- 
fore next  morning  at  8  o'clock.  On  the  28th,  the  General  Pike, 
Madison  and  Sylph,  eacli  took  a  schooner  in  tow,  and  made  all 
sail  for  York.  Soon  after,  discovered  the  enemy's  fleet  under 
weigh  in  York  bay — shaped  our  course  for  him,  and  prepared  for 
action  ;  he  perceiving  our' intention  of  enga-^ing  him  in  his  posi- 
tion, tacked  and  stood  out  of  the  bav,  wind  at  east.  I  formed  the 
line  an  run  down  for  his  centre.  \Vhen  we  had  approached  with- 
in about  three  miles,  he  made  all  sail  to  the  southward.  I  wore 
in  succession  and  stood  on  the  same  tack  with  him,  edging  down 
gradually  in  order  to  close.  At  10  minutes  past  meridian,  the  ene- 
my finding  that  we  were  closing  fast  with  nim,  and  that  he  must 
either  risk  an  action  or  suffer  his  two  rear  vessels  to  be  cut  off, 
he  tacked  in  succession,  beginning  at  the  van,  hoisted  his  colors, 
and  commenced  a  well  directed  fare  at  this  ship,  for  the  purpose 
of  covering  his  rear,  and  attacking  our  rear  as  he  passed  to  lee- 
ward: perceiving  his  intention,  I  was  determined  to  disappoint 
him  ;  therefore  as  soon  as  the  Wolf  (the  leading  ship)  passed  the 
centre  of  his  line  and  abeam  of  us,  I  bore  up  in  succession  (pre- 
ficrving  our  line)  for  the  enemy's  centre;  this  manouvre  not  onlj 
covered  our  rear,  but  hove  him  in  confusion.  He  immediately  bore 
away  :  we  had,  however,  closed  so  near  as  to  bring  our  guns  to 
bear  with  effect,  and  in  20  minutes  the  main  and  mizen-top-masts, 
and  main  yard  of  the  Wolf,  were  shot  away  ;  he  immediately  put 
before  the  wind,  and  set  all  sail  upon  his  fore -mast.  1  made  tlie 
8]gnal  for  the  fleet  to  make  all  sail ;  the  enemy,  however,  keeping 
dead  before  the  wind,  was  enabled  to  outsail  most  of  our  squa- 
dron. As  it  brought  all  the  sail  upon  one  mast,  he  did  not  feel 
the  loss  of  his  main  and  mizen-top-mast.  I  continued  the  chase 
until  near  3  o'clock,  during  which  time  1  was  enabled  in  this  ship 
(with  the  Asp  in  tow)  to  keep  within  point  blank  shot  of  the  enemy, 
and  sustained  the  wliole  of  his  fire  during  he  chase.  Captain 
Crane,  in  the  Madison,  and  lieutenant  Brown, in  the  Oneida,  u:^ed 
every  exertion  to  close  with  the  enemy ;  but  the  Madison  having 
a  heavy  schooner  in  tow,  and  the  Oneida  sailing  very  dull  before 
the  wind  prevented  those  officers  from  closing  near  enough  to  do 
any  execution  with  tb.eir  carronades.  The  Governor  Tompkins 
kept  in  her  station,  until  her  fore-mast  was  so  badly  wounded  a& 
to  oblige  her  to  shorten  sail:  lieutenant  Finch,  of  the  Madison, 
who  commanded  her  for  this  cruize  (owing  to  the  indisposition  of 
lieutenant  Pettigiew)  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  and  is  an 
officer  of  much  promise.  Captain  Woolsey,  in  the  Sylph,  wa* 
kept  astern  by  tlie  Ontairo,  which  he  had  in  tow,  but  did  consL« 
derable  execution  w  ith  his  heavy  guns. 

At  fifteen  minutes  before  3  P.  M.  I  very  reluctantly  relinquished 
the  pursuit  of  a  beaten  enemy.  The  reasons  that  lea  to  this  deter^ 
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nination  were  such  as  T  flatter  myself  yeu  will  approve — ^thej 
p^ere  these:  at  tlte  time  I  g;ave  up  the  chase,  this  ship  was  making 
\o  much  water,  that  it  rer^uired  all  our  pumps  to  keep  her  free, 
owing  to  our  receiving  several  shot  so  mucn  below  the  water's 
^dge,  that  we  could  not  plug  tiie  holes  from  the  outside)  the 
jtivernor  Tompkins  witii  her  fore-mast  gone,  and  the  squadron 
within  about  six  miles  of  the  head  of  the  lake,  blowing  a  gale  of 
wind  from  east  and  increasing  with  a  heavy  sea  on,  and  everj 
ippearance  of  the  e(]uinox.  1  considered  that  if  I  chased  the 
memy  to  his  anchorage  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  I  should  be 
obliged  to  anch!)r  also,  and  although  we  might  succeed  in  driving 
lim  on  shore,  tlie  probability  was  that  we  should  go  on  shore  also  ; 
lie  amongst  his  friends,  we  amongst  our  enemies,  and  after  the  gale 
[iad  abated,  if  he  could  succeed  in  getting  off'  one  or  two  vesseU 
Dutof  <he  two  fleets,  it  would  give  him  as  completely  the  command 
of  the  lake  as  if  he  had  20  vessels.  Moreover,  he  was  covered  at 
tiis  anchorage  by  a  part  of  his  army,  and  several  small  batteries 
thrown  up  for  tlie  purpose.  Therefore,  if  he  could  have  rode  out 
the  gale,  we  should  have  been  cut  up  by  their  shot  from  tlie  shore: 
under  all  these  circumstances,  and  taking  into  view  die  conse- 

auences  resulting  from  tlie  loss  of  our  superiority  on  the  lakes  at 
bis  time,  I  without  hesitation  relinquished  the  opportunity  then 
presenting  itself  of  acquiring  individual  reputation  at  the  expense 
of  my  country. 

The  loss  sustained  by  tJiis  ship  was  considerable,  owing  to  her 
being  so  long  exposed  to  the  tire  of  the  enemy's  fleet ;  but  our  mo«t 
serious  loss  was  occasioned  by  the  bursting  of  one  of  our  ffuns, 
which  killed  and  wounded  22  men,  and  tore  up  the  top -gallant 
forecastle,  which  rendered  the  gun  upon  that  deck  useless.  We 
had  four  other  guns  cracked  in  the  muzzle,  which  rendered  their 
use  extremely  doubtful.  Our  main  top-gallaut-mast  was  shot 
away  in  the  early  part  of  the  action,  and  the  bowsprit,  fore  and 
maun -mast,  wounded,  rigging  and  sails  much  cut  up,  and  a  num- 
ber of  shot  in  our  hull,  several  of  which  were  between  wind  and 
water,  and  27  men  killed  and  wounded,  including  those  by  the 
bursting:  of  the  gun.  The  Madison  received  a  few  shot,  but  no 
person  hurt  on  board.  The  Governor  Tompkins  lost  her  fore-mast 
and  the  Oneida  her  main-top-mast  badly  wounded.  We  have, 
however,  repaired  nearly  all  our  damans,  and  are  ready  to  meet 
the  enemy.  During  our  chase,  one,  ii  not  two,  of  the  enemy's 
small  vessels,  was  completely  in  our  power,  if  1  could  have  been 
satisfied  with  so  partial  a  victory :  but  I  was  so  sure  of  the  whole 
that  1  passed  them  unnoticed,  by  which  means  they  finally  es- 
caped. 

The  gale  continued  until  last  night,  but  the  wind  still  blows 
from  the  eastward,  i  thought  it  important  to  communicate  with 
general  Wilkinson,  to  ascertain  when  he  meant  to  move  with  the 
atmy.  I  therefore  ran  oft*  tliis  place  for  that  purpose  ;  and  he  thinks 
that  the  public  service  will  be  promoted  by  my  watching  sir  James^ 
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at  the  head  of  the  lake,  and  if  possible  preventing  his  retuni  im 
Kiiig-ti»n,  while  he  proceeds  with  the  army  forSackett's  Harbor, 
I  phnll,  therefore,  proceed  immediately  in  (jiiest  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  ;i;reat  pleasure  in  ackno\N  ledging  the  assistance  1  receive* 
from  captain  Sinclair  during  our  cliase,  in  usinj;  hi<  best  exertions 
to  bring  this  ship  into  close  action.  The  other  officers  and  men 
behaved  to  my  perfect  satisfaction,  and  were  extremely  anxious 
to  close  with  "the  enemy,  even  singly,  and  if  he  ever  gives  us  an 
opportunity  for  close  action,  they  will  show  that  tliey  arc  notia* 
ferior  to  any  of  their  countrymen. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
Hon.  W.  Jones,  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy, 


TO  THE  PATRIOTS  OF  THE  WESTERN  DISTRICT, 

The  period  being  at  hand  which  is  to  decide  the  fate  of  the 
province  of  Upper  Canada,  and  the  command  of  the  Niagara 
frontier  having  devolved  on  me ;  I  think  proper  to  invite  the  old 
and  young  patriots  of  the  western  district,  to  join  my  brigade  in 
defence  of  their  country  and  rights — any  number  not  exceed- 
ing 1()0()  will  be  accepted  and  organized  immediately  on  their 
arrival  at  Lewistown,  and  officered  bv  the  choice  of  their  men. 

As  the  movements  of  an  army  require  secrecy,  objects  in  view 
eannot  be  particularly  developed  ;  but  those  who  feel  disposed 
to  distinguish  themselves  and  render  services  to  their  country, 
may  be  assured  that  something  efficient  and  decisive  will  be  done. 
The  term  of  service  will  be  2  months,  if  not  sooner  discharged ; 
and  every  thing  shall  be  done  to  render  their  situations  as  com- 
fortable as  possible.  I  wish  none  to  volunteer  w  ho  may  have  any 
constitutional  objections  to  cross  the  Niagara  river.  One  thou- 
sand four  hundred  of  my  brigade  haye  already  volunteered  to 
cross  the  river,  and  go  wherever  they  may  be  required  ;  and  600 
of  them  are  now  doing  duty  at  Fort  George.  I  flatter  myself  that 
no  other  consideration  need  he  urged,  than  love  of  country,  to 
^xcite  the  patriotism  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  western  district. 

Given  at  head  quarters,  Lewistown,  October  2d,  1815. 
GEORGE  M'CLURE,  Brig;.  General 

Commanding  Niagara  frontier* 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  colonel  Smith,  of  the  rife  regiment,  tq 
colonel  Ji,  1\  J\richoll,  inspector  general,  dated 

«*LOWEK  SANDUSKY,  October  2d,  1813. 

•^  I  have  already  collected  520  men  of  my  regiment.     The  last 
l^ccounts  from  the  general,  state,  that  he  was  in  pursuit  of  Proctor^ 
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^ho  had  evacuated  Maiden,  a  few  hours  before  he  landed.  I  ftar 
lie  will  make  his  escape.  1  leave  here  imTneiliately  for  Portage, 
and  probably  for  head  quarters,  to  procure  transports  for  my 
^etacliment." 


WAR  DEPAliTMENT,  October  4th,  1813. 

SIR, 

Understanding  that  the  defence  of  the  post  committed  to  your 
charj^e,  may  render  it  proper  to  destroy  the  town  of  Newark,  you 
are  hereby  directed  to  apprize  its  inhabitants  of  this  circum- 
stance, and  to  invite  them  to  remove  themselves  and  their  effects 
to  some  place  of  greater  safety. 

I  am,  &c. 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Brig".  General  M'C'lure  or  officer  commanding' 

at  Fort  George,  Upper  Canada. 


HEAD  QUARTRRS,  NRAR  MORA^^AN  TOWN, 
en  the  River  Thames,  80  miles  from  Detroit,  October  5th,  1813. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  by  the  blessinp:  of  Pro- 
vidence, the  army  under  my  command  has  obtained  a  complete 
victory  over  the  combined  Indian  and  British  forces  under  the 
command  of  ^neral  Proctor.  I  believe  that  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  enemy's  regulars  are  taken  or  killed.  Amongst  the  former  are 
til  the  superior  officers  excepting  general  Proctor.  Mv  mounted 
men  are  now  in  pursuit  of  him.  Our  loss  is  very  triJling,  The 
brave  colonel  R.  M.  Johnson  is  the  only  officer  whom  1  have 
heard  of  that  is  wounded,  he  badly,  but  I  hope  not  dangerously. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 

WILLIAM  H.  HARRISON, 
Hon.  J.  Armstrongs,  Secretary  at  War. 


NRWPORT,  October  5th,  1813. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of  the  British 
armed  sloop  "  Dart,*'  by  the  revenue-cutter  of  this  place,  last 
evening.  Sne  appeared  off  the  harbor  before  sun-set;  the  captain 
of  the  cutter  offered  his  services  to  go  out.  I  put  on  board  three 
8ailin«;  masters  and  about  20  men  ;  she  immediately  made  sail  and 
laid  aboard  the  Dart,  and  canied  her  by  boanling ;  her  first  offi- 
cer was  killed ;  two  of  our  own  men  were  wounded  slightly. 
The  prisoners  I  send  for  your  disposal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  NICHOLSON, 
Com.  John  Bodgcn^  U.  S.  fiigmU  ^rvn^ent. 


I(a:tvact  of  a  tetter  from  general  J^PJlrthur  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

"DETROIT,  October  6th,  1813. 

«•  You  have  no  doubt  been  advised  by  the  commanding  general, 
that  Maiden  and  this*  place  were  abandoned  by  the  eiiemy  previ- 
ous to  the  arrival  of  our  army,  and  that  all  the  public  buildings, 
&,c.  were  destioyed.  On  our  arrival  at  Sandwjch,  my  brig:ade 
was  ordered  across  the  river  to  disperse  some  Indians,  who  were 
pilia;pns;  the  town,  and  to  take  possession  of  the  place.  Informa- 
tion was  received  tliat  several  thousand  Indians  had  retired  a  small 
distance  into  the  woods,  with  instructions  to  attack  general  Har- 
rison \s  army  on  its  passage,  for  the  purpose  of  retarding;  its  pro- 
gress ;  consequently  my  bri^de  was  left  to  garrison  this  place. 

*•  Since  general  Harrison's  departure,  five  nations  of  Indians, 
vi/«  the  Ottaways,  Chipj>eway8,  Pottawatamies,  Miamies  and 
Kickapoos,  who  were  but  a  few  miles  back,  have  come  in  for 
peace*  and  I  have  agreed  that  hostilities  should  cease  for  the  pre- 
sent on  the  lollowin«j  conditions :  "  They  have  ajrreed  to  take  hold 
of  the  same  tomahawk  with  us,  and  to  strike  all  who  are,  or  may 
be,  enemies  to  the  United  States,  whether  British  or  Indians*'* 
They  are  to  bring  in  a  number  of  their  women  and  children,  and 
leave  them  as  hostauies,  whilst  they  accompany  us  to  war.  Some 
of  them  have  already  brought  in  their  women,  and  are  drawing 
rations, 

'*  I  have  just  received  a  note  from  general  Harrison,  advising 
fliat  he  had  last  evening  overtaken  general  Proctor's  force,  and 
had  Rained  a  complete  victory;  that  all  the  principal  ofticers, 
general  Proctor  excepted,  were  in  his  possession,  which  no  doubt 
ends  tlie  war  in  this  <|uarter. 

•*  I  have  tiie  honour  to  be,  &c, 
"DUNXAN  M'ARTHUR,  Brig.  Geiu  U.  S.  armyJ^ 


E^vtvact  of  a  letter  from  hri^adlpr  general  J^V Clure,  to  his  e^vcel- 

lencij  governor  Tompkins,  dated 

"  I  OUT  (iEOIltiE,  HALF  PAST  5  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

October  6tli,  1813. 

**  AVo  have  commenced  oflensive  operations  against  the  enemy. 
About  500  militia  volunteers,  and  about  150  Indians,  commanded 
bv  c<»lonel  Chapin,  attacked  t*he  picket  guard  of  the  enemy,  about 
a  nrilr.  and  a  half  from  Fort  George,  and  drove  them  in  uj)on  the 
iiiiiin  i)udv,  when  the  enemy  opened  a  fire  from  several  field 
pieces,  ()ur  men  retired  in  goo(f  order  into  the  fort,  with  the  loss 
of  one  m:ui  killed  and  two  or  three  wounded.  The  enemy's  loss 
was  sevrii  killed,  manv  wounded,  and  four  prisoners. 

**  In  a  short  time  tl\e  enemy  appeared  in  considerable  force 
within  five  hundred  yards  of  the  fort,  at  the  edge  of  the  woods. 
Chanin  again  sallied  out  with  about  300  men  and  some  Indians^ 


^^^^E^menced.a  brUk  fire  on  the  whole  of  the  enemy '«  line,  and 
~  ye  them  half  a  n^i^le  ;  but  perceiving  by  the  movements  of  the 


'^^my  that  they  would  outflank  us,  I  ordered  200  to  reinforce 
^^  *^ri,  and  in  two  detachments  to  attack  the  enemy's  flanks.  We 
^^^^ceeded  in  driving  tiie  enemy  into  the  woods,  when  night  coming 
^*^  put  an  end  to  the  conflict.  Our  loss  was  trifling ;  I  have  not 
^^<iertained  that  of  the  enemv.  Colonel  Chapin  is  a  brave  man. 
Very  officer  and  soldier  did  liis  duty." 


U.  9.  SHIP  GENERAL  PIKV%  SACKETT'S  llARnOR, 

October  6tli,  1813. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  here  thij 
morning,  with  five  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  which  I  fell  in  with, 
and  captured,  last  evening,  ott  the  Ducks.  These  were  part  of 
seven  sail  which  left  York  on  Sunday  with  234  troops  on  board, 
bound  to  Kingston*  Of  this  fleet  five  were  captured,  one  burnt, 
and  one  escaped.  The  prisoners,  amounting  to  nearly  S0(),  be- 
sides having  upwards  of  300  of  our  troops  on  board  from  Niagara, 
induced  me  to  run  into  port  for  the  purpose  of  landing  both. 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  CUAUNCEY* 

Hon.  Wm.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


UNITED  STATES'  SHIP  GENERAL  PIKE, 

Suckett's  llarborj  October  6tli,  18i3; 

SIR, 

As  soon  as  the  last  of  the  flotilla  with  the  troops,  cleared 
the  Niagara,  I  proceeded  in  quest  of  tlie  enemy.  On  the  2d  in- 
stant, at  10  A.  M.  discovered  him  steering  a  course  for  Niagara^ 
witli  studding  sails,  and  all  sails  set,  wind  from  the  south  and 
westward  ;  we  made  sail  in  chase,  but  as  soon  as  we  shot  out,  hei 
took  in  studding  sails,  and  hauled  upon  a  wind  to  the  westward, 
and  made  ail  sail  from  us  ;  the  wind  being  light  all  day,  wc  made 
but  little  progress  against  the  current,  and  at  sun  down,  the  ene- 
my was  olfthe  Twenty  Mile  Creek,  and  had  evidently  gained 
considerably  from  us.  During  the  night,  the  wind  continued  so 
liglit  that  we  altered  our  position  but  very  little,  and  at  day-light, 
on  tlie  (yil,  saw  the  enemy  at  anchor  close  in  witli  the  land,  be- 
tween the  Twelve  and  Twenty  Mile  Creek;  as  soon  a.*  he  saw 
us,  he  weighed  and  made  all  sail  to  the  westward,  wind  from 
south  to  south-v  est,  and  squally.  We  made  all  sail  in  chase,  and 
continued  the  chase  the  whole  day,  it  blowing  very  hea^y  in 
squalls;  at  sun  down,  we  could  barely  mark  him  out  troiu  the 
mast-head,  when  he  appeared  nearly  up  to  the  head  of  the  lake.; 
it  continued  s«;ualiy  with  rain,  and  the  night  very  dark  ;  at  day- 
light, on  the  4th,  hazy,  could  see  nothing  of  the  enemv — contiu- 
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•  tied  \rorkiii(j;  up  for  liie  head  of  the  lake ;  toward)^  meridii 
bt came  ciim.     I  t)rdcrcd  the  Lady  of  the  I^ke  to  sweep  uk- 
Burlin;]i:toii  bay,  and  ascertain  whether  the  fleet  was  there;  at 
past  9  P.  M.  she   returned,  with  information  that  the  fleet 
not  there.     Saw  but  two  ^un-boats.     It  struck  me  at  once 
he  had  availed   himself  of  the  darkness  of  the  preceding  ni 
and  had  either  run  for  Kino;ston,  or  down  the  hike,  for  the 
pose  of  intercepting  the  flotilla  with  the  army;  I  therefore 
all  sail  and  shajied  my  course  for  the  Ducks,  with  a  view  ol 
tercei'ting;  him  or  his  priz.es,  if  he  should  have  made  any.  j 

wind  increased  toastronj^galcfrontthe  northward  and  westWi^— j^ 

,  and  continued  during  the  whole  day  on    the   5th  ; — we  therci:::*/;,^ 
made  a  great  run,  for  at  1  P.  M.  we  ])assed   Long  Point ;      ^^  j 
discovered  seven  sail  near  the  False  Ducks;  presuming  the^  :»/j  ^^ 
be  tiie  fleet,  made  all  sail  in  chase;  at  4,  made  them  out  '^o be 
sloops  »nd  schooners,     I  made  the  signal  for  the  Sylph  aniti  thr 
Jjady  of  the  Lake,  io  cast  oft'  their  tow,  and  chase  north-eas^; 
soon  after,  perceiving  the  enemy  separating  on  diflerent  taeAs,  / 
cast  oft' the  Governor  Ton\pkins  from  this  ship,  u:ave  the  squac/roji 
in  chai-ge  of  captain  Crane,  and  made  all  sail  in  chase ;  at  5,  the 
enemy  finding  us  to  gain  fast  upon  them,  and  one  of  his  gun-ves- 
sels  sailing  much  worse  than  the  rest,  he  took  the  people  out  and 
set  her  on  fire.     At  sun  down,  when  opposite  the  Real  Ducks, 
the  Haniihon,  (late  Gn»wler)  Confiance  (late  Julia)  and  Marj 
Aun,  struck  to  us.     The   Svlph  soon  after,  brought  down  the 
Drummond,  cutter  rij^iicd.    Yhe  Lady  Gore  run  into  the  Ducb, 
but  the  Sylph  (which  was  left  to   ^^aTch  her)  took  possession  of 
her  earlytlie  next  mornin;;:*     The  Enterprise,  a  small  schooner, 
is  the  onlv  one  that  escaped,  and  she  owed  her  safety  to  the  dui* 
nes«  or  tp.e  nigl't. 

Finding  mtuh  <lifliculty  in  shifiing  the  prisoners,  owing  to  the 
8rpal!'».'ss  of  our  bontsand  a  heavy  sea,  1  determined  to  take  the 
prizes  in  tow,  :nid  run  for  this  place,  and  land  the  pnsonersinl 
trooj-.s  that  I  liad  on  board.  On  the  Gth,  the  liady  of  the  Lib 
having  to>\ed  one  of  the  prizos  in,  !  despatched  her  immcdiatrff 
to  cpiize  between  the  Ileal  and  Fiilse  Ducks.  She  returned  thi 
sane  afiernoon,  having  discovered  the  enemy's  squadron  gong 
into  Kingston.  ' 

I  have  repaired  tlic  principal  damages  sustained  by  this  shipli 
the  action  on  the  v!8th  ultimo,  and  have  put  in  a  new  fore-ttiilt 
into  the  Go\ernor  Tompkins.  We  are  now  ready,  and  wiitiii| 
the  movements  of  the  ainiv,  wliicli  is  contemplated  will  leave hin 
o:i  the  ICth.  "  '- 

The  ves-  els  captured  on  the  5th,  are  gun  vessels  mounting i 
one  to  three  guns  eadi,  witli  troops  from  the  head  of  the 
(last  from  York)  bound  to  Kingston.     AVe  learnt  from  thfe*' 
soners,  that  the  enemy  was  very  much  cut  up  in  their  hi 
spars,  and  a  gi*eat  many  men  killed  and  wounded,  partii 
wtard  the  Wolf  and  Uoyal  George.    1  enclose^  hcrcMitt^ 


I 

e  prisoners  taken  en  the  5th^   [Already  published,  see"' Thf 
^ar^'  of  the  19th  ultimo.] 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY, 

>n.  Wm.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  FRIGATE  PBBSIDBNT,  PAWTUXRT, 

October  rth,  1815. 

R. 

Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  you  a  letter  thSi 
[>ment  received  from  lieutenant  Nicholson,---commanding  th« 
,n-bo.its  at  Newport,  informing  me  of  the  capture  of  the  private 
med  iiloop  Dart. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 
JOHN  RODGEfiS, 

>n.  Wm.  Jones,  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy. 


HKAD  QUAKTKKh,  DETROIT,  October  9th,  181S. 

R, 

[n  my  last  letter  from  Sandwich,  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  did 
Itself  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  1  was  preparing  to  pursue 
e  enemy  the  following  d#ty.  From  various  causes,  however, 
was  unajie  to  put  the  troops  in  motion  until  the  morning  of  the 
1  instant,  and  then  to  take  with  me  orly  about  140  of  the  regu- 
r  troops,  Johnson's  ""mounted  regiment,  and  such  of  governor 
lelby's  volunteers  as  were  fit  for  a  rapid  march,  the  whole 
dounting  to  ab;)ut  3o00  men.  To  general  M'Arthur,  with  about 
10  eti'ectlve^,  the  protection  of  tliis  place,  and  the  sick,  was 
mmilted.  General  Cass's  brigade,  and  the  corps  of  lieutenant 
ionel  Ball,  were  left  at  Sandwich,  with  orders  to  follow  me  as 
on  as  the  men  received  their  knapsacks  and  blankets,  which  had 
en  left  on  an  island  in  lake  Erie. 

The  unavoidable  delay  at  Sandwich  was  attende<l  with  no  did- 
vantage  to  us.  General  Proct  »r  had  posted  himself  at  Dalson's* 
I  the  right  bank  of  the  river  Thames  (or  French),  fifty-six  miles 
)m  this  place,  where  I  was  informed  he  intended  to  fortify  and 

receive  me.  He  must  have  believed,  however,  that  1  had  no  dis- 
isition  to  follow  him,  or  that  he  i)ad  secured  my  continuance  here» 
'  the  reports  that  were  circulated  that  the  Indians  would  attack 
id  destroy  this  place,  upon  the  advance  of  the  army ;  as  he  neglect- 
l  the  breaking  up  of  tne  bridges  until  the  night  of  the  2d  instant. 
n  the  night  our  army  reached  the  river,  which  is  25  miles  from 
indwich,  and  is  one  of  four  streams  crossing  our  route,  over  all 

which  are  bridges,  and  being  deep  and  muddy,  are  unfordable 
r  a  considerable  distance  into  the  country.  The  bridge  here 
16  found  entire,  and»  in  the  morning,  I  proceeded  with  Jonnaou^ 
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rtffmtni,  te  iave»  if  possible,  the  others.  At  the  second  bridge^, 
over  a  branch  of  the  nver  Thames,  we  were  fortunate  enough  to 
capture  a  lieutenant  of  dragoons  and  eleven  privates,  who  had 
been  sent  by  general  Proctor  to  destroy  them.  From  the  prison- 
ers I  learned  that  the  tliird  bridge  was  broken  up,  and  tnat  the 
enemy  had  no  certain  information  of  our  advance.  The  brideea 
having  been  imperfectly  destroyed,  was  soon  repaired,  and  tne 
army  encamped  at  Drake's  farm,  four  miles  below  Dalscm's. 

The  river  Thames,  alone  the  tianks  of  which  our  route  lay,  is  & 
fine  deep  stream,  navigable  for  vessels  of  considerable  burthen* 
after  the  passage  of  the  bar  at  its  mouth,  over  which  there  is  six 
and  a  lialt  feet  water* 

The  baggage  of  the  army  was  brought  from  Detroit  in  boata* 
protected  by  three  gun -boats,  which  commodore  Perry  liad  fur- 
nished for  the  purpose,  as  well  as  to  cover  the  passage  of  the 
army  over  the  Thames  itself,  on  the  mouth  of  its  tributary  streams  s 
tiie  banks  being  low  and   the  country  generally  open  (prairies)^ 
as  high  as  Dalson's,  these  vessels  were  well  calculated  for  the 
purpose.    Above  Dalson%  however,  the  character  of  the  river 
and  adjacent  country,  is  considerably  changed.    The  formei^ 
though  still  deep,  is  very  narrow,  and  its  banks  high  and  woody. 
The  commodore  and  myself,  therefore,  agreed  upon  the  propriety 
of  leaving  the  boats  under  a  guard  of  150  infantry,  and  I  deter- 
mined to  trust  to  fortune,  and  the  bravery  of  my  troops,  to  effect 
the  passage  of  the  river.    Below  a  place   called  Chatliam,  and 
four  miles  above  Dalson's,  is  the  tliird  fordable  branch  of  the 
Thames.    The  bridge  over  its  mouth  had  been  taken  up  by  the 
Indians,  as  well  as  at  McGregor's  mills,  one  mile  above.   Several 
hundred  of  the  Indians  remained  to  dispute  our  passage,  and,  upon 
tlie  arrival  of  the  advanced  euard,  commenced  a  heavy  fire  from 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  creek,  as  well  as  that  of  the  nver.     Be* 
lieving  that  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  was  there,  1  halted  the 
army,  formed  in  order  of  battle,  and  brought  up  our  two  six 
pounders  to  cover  the  party  that  were  ordered  to  repair  the  bridges 
and  cross  the  troops.    Colonel  Johnson's  mounted  regiment,  being 
upon  the  right  of  the  army,  had  seized  the  remains  of  the  bridge 
at  the  mills,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  Indians.    Our   loss* 
upon  this  occasion,  was  two  killed  and  three  or  four  wounded  $ 
that  of  tlie  enemy  was  ascertained  to  be  considerably  greater* 
A  house  near  the  bridge,  containing  a  very  considerable  numbw 
of  muskets,  had  been  set  on  fire,  but  it  was  extinguished  by  our 
troops,  and  the  arms  saved.    At  tlie  first  farm  above  the  bridge* 
we  found  one  of  tlie  enemy's  vessels  on  fire,  loaded  with  arms  and 
ordnance  stores,  and  learned  tliat  they  were  a  few  miles  a  head 
of  us,  still  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  with  the  great  body  at 
the  Indians.     At  Bowles's  farm,  four  miles  from  the  bridge,  we 
halted  for  tlie  night,  found  two  other  vessels,  and  a  lar^e  distil- 
lery, filled  with  ordnance  and  otlier  valuable  stores,  to  an  immense 
ao^Dunt^  in  flames*    It  was  impossible  to  put  out  the  fire ;  tire 


trentj-finif  ponnderft,  with  {heir  carriages,  were  fikeik,  txA  ^ 
large  quantity  of  ball  and  shells  of  various  sizes.  The  armj  waA 
put  in  motion  early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th.  I  pushed  on,  in 
advance,  with  the  mounted  regiment,  and  requested  ^vemof 
Shelby  to  follow,  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  with  the  infantry* 
The  ^vemor's  zeal,  and  that  of  his  men,  enabled  them  to  ke^p 
up  with  the  cavalry,  and  by  9  o'clock,  we  were  at  Arnold's  mills, 
having  taken,  in  the  course  of  the  mominc,  two  gun -boats  and 
several  batteaui,  loaded  with  provisions  ana  ammunition. 

A  rapid,  at  the  river  at  Arnold's  mills,  affords  the  only  fording 
to  be  met  with  for  a  very  considerable  distance ;  but,  upon  eza« 
mination,  it  was  found  too  deep  for  the  infantry.  Having,  howe^ 
Ter,  fortunately  taken  two  or  three  boats,  and  some  canoes,  ou 
the  spot,  and  obliging  the  horsemen  to  take  a  footman  behind  each, 
the  whole  were  safely  crossed  by  12  o'clock.  Eight  miles  from 
the  crossing,  we  passed  a  farm,  where  a  part  of  the  British  troops 
had  encamped  the  night  before,  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Warburton.  The  detachment  with  general  Proctor  had  arrived 
the  day  before,  at  the  Moravian  towns,  four  miles  higher  up* 
Being  now  certainly  near  the  enemy,  I  directed  the  advance  of 
Johnson's  regiment  to  accelerate  their  march,  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  intelligence.  The  officer  commanding  it,  m  a  short 
lime,  sent  to  inform  me,  that  his  progress  was  stopped  by  the 
enemy,  who  were  formed  across  our  line  of  march.  One  of  the 
raemy's  wagoners,  being  also  taken  prisoner,  from  the  informa- 
tion received  from  him,  and  my  own  observation,  assisted  by  some 
of  my  officers,  I  soon  ascei-tained  enough  of  tlieir  position,  and 
order  of  battle,  to  determine  that  which  it  was  proper  for  me  tt 
adopt* 

I  have  the  honour  herewith  to  enclose  you  my  jgeneral  order  of 
tiie  27th  ultimo,  prescribing  the  order  of  march  and  of  battle 
when  the  whole  army  shoula  act  together.  But  as  the  number 
and  description  of  the  troops  had  been  essentially  changed,  since 
the  issuing  of  the  order,  it  became  necessary  to  make  a  corres- 
ponding iteration  in  their  disposition.  From  the  place  where 
our  army  was  last  halted,  to  tne  Moravian  towns,  a  distance  of 
about  three  and  a  half  miles,  the  road  passes  through  a  beech 
forest  without  any  clearing,  and  for  the  first  two  miles  near  to  the 
hank  of  the  river.  At  from  two  to  three  hundred  yards  from  the 
river  a  swamp  extends  parallel  to  it,  throughout  the  whole  distance. 
The  intermediate  ^ound  is  dry,  and  although  the  trees  are  tol- 
erably thick,  it  is  in  many  places  clear  of  underbrush.  Acroa9 
this  strip  of  land,  its  left  appaued  u|)on  the  river,  supported  by 
artillery  placed  in  the  wood,  tneir  ri^t  in  the  swamp  covered 
hj  the  whole  of  their  Indian  force,  the  Bridsh  troops  were  drawQ 
ap. 

The  troops  at  my  disposal  consisted  of  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  r^ulars  of  the  27th  regiment,  five  brigades  of  Kentucky 
^volontoer  militia  infantry  under  l»8  excdlency  governor  Shelby, 
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* 
avera^ng  less  than  five  hnndred  men,  and  colonel  Johnsoi 
repment  of  mounted  infantry,  making  in  t'  e  whole  an  a«rgre?p-^-' 
Bomethinjj  abo\e  SOfX).  No  disposition  of  an  army  opposed  J 
an  Indian  force  can  be  safe,  unless  it  is  secured  on  the  flanks  i  ^^ 
iti  the  rear.  I  had  therefore  no  difliculty  in  arranginix  the  infi-i^ 
try  confonr'ably  to  my  general  order  of  battle.  General  ~ 
ter^s  brigade  of  .^00  men  formed  the  frf>iit  lino,  his  ri;L:ht  upon 
road  and  his  left  upon  tlie  swuni]).  Genernl  King's  bn^ade  aj 
second  line,  150  yards  in  the  rear  of  I'ro^^ter's,  and  C'hilds's  ^ 
gade,  as  a  corps  of  reserve,  in  the  rear  of  it.  These  three 
gades  formed  the  command  of  major  general  Henry  ;  the  whol. 
general  Desha's  division,  consisting  of  two  brigiides,  were  for  ~  ,^ 
eupffteuce  upon  the  left  of  Trotter. 

While  I  was  enga<*ed  in  fonning  the  infantry,  T  had  dir^-^^^ 
colonel  Johnson's  regiment,  which  was  still  in  fiont,  to  be  fi«»-|/jg^ 
in  two  lines  opposite  to  the  enemy,  and,  upon  the  advance  f^Tthe 
infantry,  to  talte  ground  to  the  left,  and  forming  upon  that  t!Ank, 
to  endeavour  to  turn  the  right  of  the   Indians.     A  moment's  re- 
flection,  however,  convinced  me,  that  from  the  thickness  of  (fee 
Voods  and  swampiness  of  the  ground,  they  would    be  unable  to 
do  any  thing  on  horseback,  and  t'lere  was  no  time  to  ilismount 
them  and  place  their  horses  in  security ;  I  therefore  detemnned 
to  refuse  my  left  to  the  Indiar.s,  and  to  break  the  British  liws  at 
once  by  a  charj^c  of  the  mounteil  infantry  ;  the  measuie  was  not 
Banctionetl  by  any  thing  that  1  had  seen  or  heard  of,  but  I  ^^ 
fully  convinced  that  it  would  succeed.     The  AniCiican  Iwcl- 
tfoodsmen  ride  better  in  the  woods  than  any  other  [;eo}le.   A 
tnusket  or  rifle  is  no  impediment  to  them,  being  cccuslomed  to 
carry  them  on  horseback  from  their  earliest  youth.     I  wa«  per- 
suaaed,  foo,  that  the  enemy  would  be  quite  un prep:; red  for  the 
shock,  and  that  they  could   not  resist  it.     Confunmbly  talk* 
idea,  1  directed  the  regiment  to  be  drawn  up  in  cK)*e  column,  wi4 
its  right  at  the  distance  of  HCty  yards  Innn  the  road,  (that  it  ra^ 
be,  in  some  measure,  protected  by  the  trees  from  the  artillery)  ttl 
left  upon  the  suaniji,  and  to  char«;e,  at  full  speed,  as  soon  astte 
enemy  delivered  t!»eir  fire.    The  few  regular  troops  of  the  STtk 
regiment,  under  the  command  of  their  colonel  (Paul),  occiipMi 
in  column  of  sections  of  fuur,  the  small'  space  between  t!*e  hii 
and  the  river,  for  the  purjfO^e  of  seizing  the  ene.  iV^H  artilkrfi 
and  some  ten  or  twelve  trieiully  Indians  wrre  directed  to  inM 
tinder  the  bank.    The  crotclwt,  formed  by  t!ie  fmnt  line  and  g^nfc* 
ral  Desha*s  division,  was  an  important  poiiit.     At  that  pluco;te 
venerable  governor  of  Kentucky  was  posted,  who,  at  theai|^tf 
sixty-six,  preserves  all  the  vigour  of  youth,  the  ardent  zealini^^ 
distinguished  him  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  the  undatmlii 
bravery  which  he  manifested  at  King's  Mountain*     Widl'lrif 
aids  -de-camp,  the  acting  assistant  adjutant  general  captain  BMfev 
my  gallant  fnend  commod(»re  Perry,  who  did  me  tho.UWMi^. 
ftcne  ae  my  volunteer  aid-dc-camp,  and  brigadier  geiSSWIBiMi 
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ho  havift;^  no  cominand,  tendered  me  his  assifllance,  I  placed, 
yself  at  the  Nead  of  the  front  line  of  infantry,  to  direct  the- 
ovementsof  the  cavalry  and  give  them  the  necessary  support. 
he  army  had  moved  on  this  order  but  a  short  distance,  when 
te  mounted  men  received  the  fire  of  the  British  line,  and  wet« 
•dered  to  charge  ;  the  horses  in  the  front  of  the  column  recoiled 
o:ii  the  fire ;  another  was  given  by  the  enemy,  and  our  column, 
lengt!)  getting  in  motion,  broke  through  the  enemy  with  trre- 
stible  f«)rce.  In  one  minute,  the  contest  in  front  was  ov^. 
he  British  officers,  seeing  no  hopes  of  reducing  their  disordered 
inks  to  order,  and  our  mountea  men  wheeling  ujHm  them  and 
>uring  in  a  destructive  fire,  immediately  surrendered.  It  is 
•rtain  that  three  only  of  our  troops  were  wounded  in  this  charge. 
pon  the  left,  however,  the  contest  was  more  severe  with  the 
idians.  Colonel  Johnson,  who  commanded  on  that  flank  of  hia 
•giment,  received  a  most  galling  fire  from  them,  which  was 
eturned  with  groat  effect.  *The  Indians  still  further  to  the  right 
dvanced  and  fell  in  with  our  front  line  of  infantry,  near  its 
inctlon  with  Deshh's  division,  and,  for  a  moment,  made  an  im- 
ressiun  on  it.  His  excellency  governor  Shelby,  however,  brought 
ip  a  rejiiment  to  its  support,  and  the  enemy,  receiving  a  severe  fire 
n  front,  and  a  part  of  Johnson's  regiment  liaving  gained  their  rear, 
etreated  with  precipitation.  Their  loss  was  very  considerable 
n  the  action,  and  many  were  kille<l  in  their  retreats 

I  can  give  no  satisfactory  information  of  the  number  of  Indians 
that  were  in  tlie  action,  but  they  mu**!  have  been  considerably 
npwards  of  o?ie  thousand.  From  the  documents  in  my  possession, 
[e^encral  Proctor's  official  letters,  all  of  which  were  taken)  and 
from  the  information  of  respectable  inhabitants  of  this  territory, 
the  Indi^ris  kej;  t  in  pay  by  the  British,  were  much  more  numerouis 
than  has  been  ticnenilly  supposed.  In  a  letter  to  general  De  Rot- 
tenbur^:,  of  the  t^rth  instant,  general  Proctor  speaks  of  having 
prevailed  up<m  most  of  the  Indians  to  accompany  him.  Of  these 
It  is  certain  that  fiflv  c.r  sixty  Wvandot  warriors  abandoned  him.* 
The  number  of  our  troops  was  cei*tainlv  greater  than  that  of 
the  enemv,  but  when  it  is  recollected,  that  tl>ey  had  chosen  a  posi- 
tion that  eh'ectually  secured  their  ilank,  which  it  was  impossible 
for  us  to  turn,  and  that  we  could  not  present  to  them  a  line  more 
extended  than  their  own,  it  will  not  be  considered  arrogant  to 
claim  for  my  troops  the  palm  of  superior  bravery. 

In  communicatin.v^to  the  President  through  yon,  sir,  my  opin- 
ion of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  who  served  under  my  command, 
1  am  at  a  loss  how  to  mention  that  of  governcn*  Shelby,  being 
convinced  that  no  eulogium  of  mine  can  reach  his  merits.    The 

♦A  British  officor,  of  h;;?li  rank,  assimd  one  of  my  aids  dc-camp,  tliat  on 
the  (lav  ot  our  lundni^,  {rciicral  Proctor  had,  ut  his  disposal,  4 i|)Wui\Ia  of  tl\rt« 
ili'.i::<i"nd  Indian  w  arnoj-s,  but  sisicrtcd  that  the  jp-caWst  part  hid  left  him 
incTious  to  the  action. 


Mten&or  of  an  intlependent  state,  greatlj  mj  anperkir  in  ^ 
10  experience  and  in  military  character,  he  placed  himself  an* 
my  coyniuaady  and  \ias  not  more  remarkable  for  his  7.eal  and 
tivity,  than  for  his  promptitude  and  cheeii'ulness  with  which 
obeyed  mv  orders.    The  major  cener&ls  Ileury   and  Desha,  & 
tlie  brigadiers  Allen,  Caldiiell,  Kin]^,  Childs  and  Trotter,  ai 
the  Kentucky  volunteers,  manifested  great  zeal  and  activity. 

SDvemor  Siielby -s  stafl*,  his  adiutant  general,  colonel  Walker, 
ered  great  service,  as  did  his  aids-de-qamp  general  Adair,  s^ 
majors  Barry  and  Crittenden.    The  military  skill  of  the  fo 
vas  of  great  service  to  us,  and  the  activity  of  the  two  latter  g 
tleinen  could  not  be  surpassed.  Illness  denrived  me  of  the  t'd 
of  mv  adjutant  general  culonel  Gaines,  who  was  left  at  ^^andv 
His  duties  were,  h.>\vever,  ably  performed  by  the  acting  assi? 
adjutant  general,  captain  Buttler.     My  aids-de-camp,  lieute 
O^Fallon  and  captain  Ttnid,  of  the  line,  and  my  volunteer 
John  Speed  Smith  and  John  Chambers,  esquires,  have  renderec 
the  most  important  services   from  the  opening  of  the  camp£.«.jo2,^' 
I  have  ulreacly  statetl  that  general  Cass  and  commodore  t^  ^rrr 
assisted  me  in  furming  the  troops  for  the  action.  The  former  %si^ 
oflScer  of  the  highest   merit,   and  the  appearance   of  the  l^rsve 
commodore  cheered  and  animated  every  bi*east. 

It  would  be  useless,  sir,  after  statin*;  the  circumstances  or  tie 
action,  to  pass  encomiums  u|M>n  colonel  Johnson  and  his  regiment. 
Veterans  could  not  have   manifested  more  firmness.     Hie  coio- 
uel's  numenms  wounds  prove  that  he  was  in  the  iK)St  of  danger. 
Lieutenant  colonel  James  John^fon,  and  the  majors  Payne  and 
Thompson  were  eijually  active  though  more  fortunate.*    Major 
WoiKl  of  the  engineers,  already  distinguished  by  his  conduct  at 
Fort  Meigs,  attended  the  army  with  two  six  pounders.     Having 
no  use  for  them  in  the  action,  he  joined  in  tliepurstuit  of  the  enemy, 
and  with  major  Pavne  of  the  mounted  regiment,  two  of  my  urn* 
de-camp,  Todd  anil  Chambers,  and  thi*ee  privates,  continued  it  for 
several  miles  after  the  rest  of  the  troops  had  halted,  and  made 
many  prisoners. 

I  left  the  army  before  an  ofliciul  return   of  the  prisoners,  or 
that  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  was  made  out.     It  was  howevei 
ascertained  that  the  for ner  amounts  to  601  regulars,  including  ft' 
officers.    Our  loss  is  7  killed  and  2*2  wounded,  5  of  which  nav 
since  died.  Of  the  British  troops  1'2  were  killed  and  ^2^2  wounde 
The  Indians  suffered  most — 33  of  them  having  been  found  up 
the  ground,  besides  those  killed  on  the  retreat. 

On  the  day  oi  the  action,  six  pieces  of  brass  artillerr  w 
taken,  and  two  iron  24  pounders  the  day  before.     Several  ott 
were  discovered  in  the  river,  and  can  be  easily  procured.    Of 
brass  pieces,  three  are  the  trophies  of  our  revolutionary  war, 
Vere  taken   at  8arat(n;a  and  York,   and  surrendered  by  | 
ral  Hull*    The  number  of  small  arms  taken  by  us  and  destr 
by  the  enemy,  must  amount  to  upwards  of  5000;  mMt  tf 
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id  been  ours  and  taken  by  the  enemy  at  the  surrender  of  Betroitjt 
t  the  river  Raisin,  and  at  colonel  Dudley's  defeat  I  believe  that* 
le  enem  V  retain  no  other  military  trophy  of  their  victories  than 
le  standard  of  the  4th  regiment ;  they  were  not  magnanimous' 
Bou^h  to  bring  that  of  the  4l8t  regiment  into  the  field,  or  it  would 
ive  i>een  taken. 

You  have  been  informed,  sir,  of  the  conduct  of  the  troops  under 
ly  command  in  actiim ;  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  inform  you, 
lat  Uiey  merit  also  the  approbation  of  their  country  for  tneir 
wduct,  in  submitting  to  the  greatest  privations  with  the  utmost 
teerfulness. 

The  infantry  were  entirely  without  tents,  and  for  several  day* 
e  whole  army  subsisted  upon  fresh  beef,  without  bread  or  salt. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

WILLIAM  H.  HARRISON- 

iiieral  John  Armstrong^,  Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S.  General  Proctor  escaped  by  the  fleetness  of  his  horse9» 
corted  by  40  dragoons  and  a  number  of  mounted  Indians. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  DETROIT,  October  11th,  1813. 

EAR  GOVERNOR, 

You  will  have  heard  before  this  reaches  you,  that  I  was  fov- 
nate  enough  to  overtake  general  Proctor,  and  his  tawny  allies. 
id  to  give  them  a  complete  drubbing.  I  have  601  prisoners  ot 
.e  British  regulars,  officers  included,  among  which  there  are  two 
iloncls. 

Nothing  but  infatuation  could  have  governed  general  Proctor's 
onduct.  The  day  that  I  lauded  below  Maiden,  he  had  at  hia 
isposal  upwards  of  3000  Indian  warriors:  his  regular  force,  re- 
iforced  by  the  militia  of  the  district,  would  have  made  his  nam- 
er  nearly  equal  to  my  aggregate,  which,  on  the  day  of  landing, 
.id  not  exceed  4500.  The  papers  have  greatly  exaggerated  the 
lumber  of  militia  from  Kentucky :  those  which  embarked  with 
ae  at  Portage,  did  not  amount  to  30(^0  rank  and  file ;  and  several 
kundred  of  them  were  left  in  the  islands. 

The  Indians  were  extremely  desirous  of  fighting  us  at  Maiden* 
[  enclose  you  Tecumseh's  speech  to  Proctor ;  it  is  at  once  an 
evidence  of  the  talents  of  tlie  former,  and  the  greater  defect  of 
hem  in  the  latter.  His  inferior  officers  say,  tltat  his  conduct  has 
leen  a  series  of  continued  blunders.  He  manifested,  indeed, 
tome  judgment  in  the  choice  of  his  field  of  battle,  as  he  was  so 
losted  tliat  I  could  not  turn  him,  and  could  only  oppose  a  line 
if  equal  extent  to  his.  However,  the  contest  was  not  for  a  mo- 
nent  doubtful.  The  greater  part  of  his  Indians  were  in  the  air^ 
according  to  tlie  Persian  military  phraseology^l  and  his  re^lars 
iroken  and  auide  prisoners  by  a  single  charge  ot  mounted  infaa^ 


irr*  We  took  upon  tiie  around,  or  near  it,  a  fine  brass  field  train 
ofartillcrv.  Several  of  the  pieces  are  trophies  of  the  revolu- 
tion, laktMi  at  ^an.tojjca  and  ^ork,  and  surrendered  by  general 
Hull.  The  number  of  s'r.all  arms  and  military  stores,  taken  by 
US,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  is  immense.  My  force  in  action, 
of  all  descriptions,  wasinhort  of  23()(;. 

lam  preparn;>:  an  expedition  to  Michilimackinac,  and  anotbei 
to  Lon^  Point,  to  destroy  at  the  latter  a  depot  of  provisions. 

I  shall  send  <»rders  to  jreneral  Gano,  bv  this  conve\ance.  It  i§ 
pn>bable  that  the  greater  part  of  his  troops  may  be  dismissed  id  a 
short  time.  The  Indians  in  this  neighbourhood,  are  submiltiag  aft 
discretion. 

I  am  your  friend, 

AViLLIAM  II.  HARRISON. 

Hu  exciUcMiry  Gov.  Meigs. 


(iNCLOSlRE.) 

SPEECH  OF  TECUMSEH 

In  the  vamr  of  ihe  litdian  chiefs  ahd  ivan'iors,  to  major  general 
Froctor,  as  ihe  representative  of  their gi'eat  Father,  the  kiu^. 

Fa  riiKii — Listen  to  vour  cliildren  !  You  1  ave  them  now  all  be- 
fi»re  you.  The  w  ar  before*  this,  our  Hritish  father  ^ave  the  hiitchet 
tohis  red  children,  v.lien  our  old  chiefs  were  ali\e.  They  are  noif 
dead.  In  tl»:it  v»ar,  our  father  was  thro\\n  on  his  back  by  the 
Auiericans,  and  our  father  took  them  by  the  hand  without  our 
knowledire  ;t  aiid  we  are  afraid  that  our  latiier  will  do  so  again 
at  this  time.  Summer  before  last,  when  1  came  forward  with  my 
red  brethren,  and  was  ready  to  take  up  the  hatchet  in  favour  cl 
our  Britiy^h  father,  we  were  told  not  to  be  in  a  hurrj — that  he 
had  not  vet  determined  to  fi^iht  tlie  Americans. 

Lf.«*"n/— -When  war  was  declared, our  father  stood  up  and  gave 
ns  the  ton)ahawk,  and  told  us  that  he  was  nov.  rea<ly  to  siri.e 
the  Auiericans  ;  that  hi*  wanted  our  assistance  ;  and  tliat  he  would 
rcM'taiidy  get  us  our  lands  back,  which  the  Americans  had  taken 
from  us. 

Listen  /—You  told  us  that  time,  to  bring  forward  our  families 
to  this  place ;  and  we  did  so,  and  you  promised  to  take  care  of 
Ihem,  and  that  tlu»y  should  want  for  nothing,  wh.ile  the  men 
would  go  and  fght  the  enemy;  that  we  need  not  trouble  our- 
selves about  the  enemy -s  garrisons ;  that  we  knew  nothing  about 
them ;  and  that  our  father  would  attend  to  that  part  of  the  busi- 
nes.-.  You  also  told  your  red  children  that  vou  would  take  good 
care  cf  their  garrison  here,  which  made  our  fiearts  glad. 

♦  Thr-  r.:'volut'.oiiar}'  war. 

t  1  Ik-  ItiitibK  niade  pc;ice  v^ilhout  a»y  stipulation  for  tlieir  Ixu^au  allied 
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Listtn  /—-When  we  were  last  to  tlie  Rapids,  it  is  tnie  we  gatt 
u  assistance.     It  is  hard  to  fight  people  who  live  like  ground 

TAsten  Father  /—Our  fleet  has  gone  out— we  know  they  hav« 
i^ht— we  have  heard  the  great  guns»  but  know  nothing  of  what 
s  happened  to  our  father  with  one  arm.t  Our  troops  have  gon6 
s  waj,  and  we  are  verj  much  astonished  to  see  our  father  tjring 
every  thing  and  preparing  to  run  away  the  other,  without  let* 
^  his  red  children  know  what  his  intentions  are.  You  always 
d  us  to  remain  here,  and  take  care  of  our  land»— it  made  our 
&rts  glad  to  hear  that  was  your  wish.  Our  great  father,  thd 
ig,  is  the  head,  and  you  represent  him.  You  always  told  us, 
it  you  would  never  draw  your  foot  off  British  ground ;  but  now* 
:her,  we  see  you  are  drawing  back,  and  we  are  sorry  to  see  our 
ther  doing  so,  without  seeing  the  enemy.  We  must  compare 
r  father's  conduct  to  a  fat  animal,  that  carries  its  tail  upon  it$ 
ckt  but  when  affrighted,  it  drops  it  between  its  legs,  and  runi' 
• 

JListen  Father  I — The  Americans  have  not  yet  defeated  us  by 
:ad ;  neither  are  we  sure  that  they  have  done  so  by  water :  tr« 
srefore  wish  to  remain  here,  ana  fight  our  enemy,  should  thetf 
KJte  their  appearance.  If  they  defeat  us,  we  will  then  retreat 
Ch  our  father. 

-At  the  battle  of  the  Rapids,  last  war,  the  Americans  certainlj 
Seated  us ;  and  when  we  retreated  to  our  father's  fortt  at  that 
fexe,  the  gates  were  shut  against  us.  We  were  afraid  that  it 
^n\d  now  be  the  case,  but  instead  of  that,  we  see  our  British 
-lier  preparing  to  march  out  of  his  garrison. 
-father! — You  have  got  the  arms  and  ammunition  which  the 
But  father  sent  for  liis  red  children.  If  you  have  any  idea  of 
^ng  away,  give  them  to  us,  and  you  may  go  and  welcome,  for  us« 
tr  lives  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Ureat  Spirit— we  are  determined 
defend  our  lands,  and  if  it  is  his  wul,  we  wish  t«  leav<»  ^ir 
iHes  upon  them. 

^Smherstburg,  September  ISth,  1813. 


FORT  GEORGE,  October  11th,  1813,7  o*clock  P.  t|. 

IB, 

Within  the  last  five  minutes,  I  have  had  the  Jionour  to  receive 
mr  despatch  by  *'  the  Lady  of  the  Lake." 
The  enemy  has  treated  me  widi  neglect.    He  continued  in  his 
d  positions  until  Saturday  last  (the  9th)  when  he  took  up  hit 

*  During  the  siege  of  Fort  Meigs,  the  troops  covered  thenuMilTtf  fron  t\% 
eny's  fire,  by  throwing  up  travesses  and  ditches  of  earti). 

f  Commodore  Barclay. 

#  Fort  liianu,  n««r  Wayne's  battie  g^round. 
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retreat  on  Barlington  heights,  and  has  abandoned  this  whole  pen- 
insula.  Two  causes  are  assigned  tor  this  precipitate  movement; 
the  succour  of  Proctor,  who  is  reported  to  have  been  entirely  de- 
feated, if  not  taken  ;  the  other,  the  safety  of  Kingston,  endan;:ier- 
ed  by  jour  movement.  We  have  had  trom  the  enemy  n.-any  de- 
serters, most  of  whom  concur  in  the  latter  supposition,  llie 
British  burnt  every  thing  in  store  in  this  neigl.bouritood,  SOOO 
blankets,  many  hundred  stands  of  arms,  also  the  blankets  in  the 
men's  packs,  and  every  article  of  clothing  not  in  actuc^i  use. 

They  are  supposed  to  have  reached  Burlington  heights  last 
evening,  from  the  rate  of  their  march  the  night  before,  i  have 
information  of  their  having  passed  "  the  40,'*  by  several  inhabi- 
tants who  have  come  down.  Ihey  add  to  what  was  stated  by  the 
deserters,  that  two  ofiicers  of  the  41st  had  joined  general  Vincent 
from  Proctor's  army,  with  the  information  that  rroctor  was  de- 
feated eighteen  miles  this  side  of  Maiden.  1  cannot  get  particu- 
lars. 

From  the  same  sources  of  intelligence,  it  appears  that  the  49th,  ^ 
a  part  of  the  IQOth,  and  the  voltigeurs,  moved  from  this  neigh — 
bourhood  the  day  after  our  flotilla  left   this,  the  3d  instant,  ba 
with  what  destination  is  not  certainly  know  n.  it  was  first  reporti 
(I  mean  in  tiie  British  camp)  that  tliese  regiments  had  marcned 
support  Proctor,  who,  it  is  said,  wrote  that  he  would  be  compeli&«/ 
to  surrender  if  not  supported.     I  am  pretty  sure,  however,  th^t 
they  are  gone  below.    Ihe  movement  of  our  army,  belou,  seenot 
to  have  been  known  in  the  British  lines  as  elirly  as  the  Sd  instant 
together  with    the  immediate  objects  in  view ;  hence  1  have  no 
difficulty   in   concluding,  that  all  tlie  movements   of  tlie  enemy 
ivill  concentrate  at  Kingston. 

Chapin,  who  has  been  commissioned  a  lieutenant  colonel, 
inarched  late  last  evening  up  the  lake,  with  about  100  volunteen 
under  his  command,  and  was  followed  this  morning  by  generab 
M'Clure  and  Porter,  with  about  1000  men,  Indians  and  niilitil 
included.  There  is  no  danger  of  tlieir  coming  up  with  the  eneajt 
or  they  would  be  in  great  danger  of  a  total  annihilation. 

Vincent  took  hence  with  him,  about  1000  or  1,100  regelnf* 
Many  of  the  militia  left  this  with  the  avowed  design  of  piundari 
but  1  fear  from  reports  that  tlie  British  have  leit  the  misenUe 
inhabitants  without  any  thing,  to  be  ravished.  1  expect  geocfll 
M'Ciure  back  to-morrow  evening,  as  he  only  took  wiui  him  l#* 
plies  for  two  days  ;  he  will  probably  go  as  far  as  "  the  20.*'  m 
the  8th  Chapin  uent  out  with  a  small  party  and  attacked  oBQjf 
the  enemy's  pickets,  which  brought  on  a  skirmish  in  which  WV 
of  colonel  Swift's  regiment  participated.  After  a  great  «^mIm 
ammunition,  the  parties  retired  to  their  respective  canipt  MP 
little  loss  on  either  side;  we  made  and  lost  a  phaonef^lil 
two  Indians  killed,  and  two  other  men  wounded.  \\  e  ImUjoAi^ 
enemy  had  five  men  wounded.  -^  i.% 
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I  had  this  morning  made  an  arrangement,  on  application  of 
senerai  M'Clure,  to  be  relieved  in  the  command  of  this  post  Ott 
£Ke   morning  of  the  13th  instant,  with  an  intention  of  taking  up 
nv   line  of  inarch  for  SackettN  Harbor,  according  to  the  discretion 
1  lowed  me  in  the  instructions  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  from 
ou  at  this  place.     My  situation  lias  become  truly  insupportable: 
'^ithout  the  possibility   of  an   attack   at  this   post,   and   with- 
out   the   possibility  of  reaching  you  time  enough  to  share  in  the 
glory'ofimpending operations  below;    I  am  nevertheless,  flattered 
^^vith  the  assurance  that  transport   will  be  forwarded  for  my  re- 
'■noval,  and  to  favor  that  intention,  I  propose  taking  up  my  line 
of  march  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  for  the  mouth  of  Genessee 
-river,  and  there  await  the   arrival  of  the   vessels   you  are  ^ood 
en(>ugh  to  promise   me.     By  this  movement,  captain  Mix  thinks 
"W^ith    me,   that  I  shall  hasten  my  arrival  at  Sackett's  Harbor  5 
possibly   10  days.     Captain    Camp  has  a   sufficient   number   of 
wagons  to  take  me  thither ;  I  can  easily  make  that  place  by  the 
evening  of  the  15th.     I  hope  1  shall  have  your  approbation,  and 
every  thing  is  arranged  with  brigadier  M'Clure. 

Knowing  your  wishes  respecting  the  invalids  or  subjects  for 
discharge,  and  fearing  that  water  transport  mieht  not  be  had  till 
the  season  was  too  far  advanced  for  their  removal,  I  have  ventured 
to  send  lieutenant  Archer  (  paymaster  of  the  20th  who  was  left 
here  without  orders,)  on  command  to  Greenbush,  with  100  men  of 
this  description.  It  was  a  measure  approved  of  by  doctor  Mann, 
and  I  hope  not  contrary  to  your  wishes  and  intentions.  Doctor 
Hugo,  surgeon's  mate  of  the  14th  (also  left  here  without  orders) 
accompanied  the  detachment.  The  quarter  master's  department 
furnished  8  wagons  on  my  requisition. 

The  sick  list  of  the  garrison  is  much  reduced  since  your  depar- 
ture, (I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  my  morning  report)  and  Doctor 
Mann  has  discharged  many  patients  from  his  hospital :  I  also  en- 
close you  his  last  report.  Those  marked  '<  subjects  for  discharge'' 
are  part  of  the  number  sent  off  to  Greenbush.  Doctor  Mann  and 
captain  Camp  have  concluded  to  remove  the  general  hospital  to 
•*  the  eleven  mile  Creek  "  near  Bufialoe,  the  barracks  at  which 
place  \vill  be  sufficient  for  the  reception  of  the  whole  of  the  sick, 
with  some  trifling  repairs. 

From  the  morning  report  enclosed,  you  will  find  794  the  "  total," 
&c.  present  of  the  regulars  of  this  garrison,  including  officers, 
&c.  Transport  will  be  necessary  for  about  850  persons.  I  wish 
also  to  take  with  me  four  iron  6's,  one  5  J  inch  howitzer,  and  two 
caissons,  the  whole  on  field  carriages.  This  train  will  form  no  im- 
pediment in  my  march  to  the  mouth  of  Genessee  river,  as  I  have 
norses  belonging  to  the  regiment,  sufficient  to  draw  it.  If  it  meet 
vour  approbation,  I  can  send  the  horses  thence  to  Sackett's  Harbor 
by  land. 

I  have,  by  working  almost  night  and  day,  ^eatly  improved  the 
defences  of  this  post^  and  nearly  filled  up  the  idea  of  the  engineer^ 


matter  in;fselfi]ut  I  have  also  improved  the  garrison  in  dis  ^ 
pline.     I  must  apologize  for  the  haste  in  which  this  is  written, tV 
captain   Mix  proTioses  to  sail  immetlialely,  and  I  fear  to  dets^ 
him  ■  jnoment.     I  think  1  shall  certainly  be  at  the  mooth  of  - 
Genessee  by  the  15th  instant. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  &c. 

W.  SCOTT.  Col.  ftwiJffl^ 
Utjorgenenl  Wilkimon.  ~^ 


Sxtract  of  a.  letter  from  eotonel  Clark,  to  brigadier 
Parker. 

CMP,  CHAZY-LANDING,  October  ISIh,  1813  _ 

It  is  vith  great  pleasure  I  can  inform  you  of  a  Bucce  fss^ 
attack  upon  the  enemy  at  Masaequui  bay,  on  the  morning  of  d^ 
12th  instant.     At  this  time  I  had  only  the  riflemen  with  me,  the 
artilleiT  moving  slow  and  the  militia  protecting  their  rear.     Wg 
proceeded  to  the  village  (MasEequoi]  and  arrived  within  1 5  rods  of 
the  enemy  before  we  were  discovered.    We  found  tliem  dravni  up 
under  major  Powell,  in  a  manner  that  would  have  annoyed  ni 
much  had  we  attacked  them  by  water,  but  wholly  unprepared  to 
defend  themselves  iin  the  land   side  ;  tliev   commenced  a  fireoD 
the  left  flank,  but  in  ten  minutes  sifter  the  first  attack  they  liid 
down  their  arms  and  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war. 

Understanding  that  a  force  of  SOO  men,  under  colonel  Lod, 
was  marching  to  attack  us,  1  despatched  captain  Finch,  with  lu» 
company,  to  reconnoitre  them  and  ascertain  their  course.  Bt 
proceeded  with  such  promptness  and  ability  as  to  surprise  ud 
capture  the  advanced  guara,  consisting  of  cavalry,  excepting  OM 
man  who  escaped,  and,  giving  the  informatmn,  the  cnaijr, 
vetreated. 

The  prisoners  were  then  put  on  board  our  boats  and  sent  tij 
Burlington. 

Our  whole  force  engaged  was  10^— the  number  of  priMOMJI 
taken  is  101,  their  killed  9,  and  wounded  14. 

1  am,  sir,  with  great  ret^jicct,  &c. 

ISAAC  CLARK, 
BMk.  (en.  Parker,  comounding  at 

Burlington,  Vt. 


ADDRESS 
Ji>  the  inhabitmas  of  the  Upper  Province  of  Canadit. 


Brigadier  general  M'Clure,  commanding  on  the  Niagara  fros- 
tier, finds  the  Upper  Province  deserted  by  the  Urittsh  army  and 
abandoned  bj  m  government.  In  the  peculiar  sitDation  m  ^ 
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ihabitants,  it  is  essential  to  their  sccuriij  that  some  regulatlont 
hould  be  established  for  their  government,  wliile  the  American 
irmy  has  the  power  of  enforcing  them.  The  general  regrets  to 
}ay»  that  illegal,  unauthorized,  and  forbidden  pillage  has  been 
coniniitted  by  a  few,  who  are  lost  to  all  honour,  and  insensible  of 
the  obligations  of  a  soldier.  To  arrest  such  practices,  to  afford 
ill  the  protection  in  his  power,  and  to  ensure  safety  to  the  property 
ind  pei*sons  of  the  inhabitants,  who  are  now  under  his  controui, 
Ihe  general  has  issued  this  address. 

The  emplojtnent  of  the  Indians  has  been  a  source  of  extreme 
regret  to  the  general.  But  finding  them  called  out  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  and  expecting  to  attacK  an  army 
who  had  long  employed  them  in  scenes  of  atrocity  and  outrage,  at 
which  humanity  shudders,  he  was  driven  to  the  only  alternative 
left  him,  of  using  the  same  weapon  against  our  enemies  which 
they  had  used  against  ourselves  ;  that  the  British  army  had  aban- 
loned  their  encampments  and  fled  before  the  American  force, 
ices  not  weaken  the  necessity  which  he  was  under  of  employing 
the  Indians  before  he  knew  the  enemy  had  absconded.  At  the 
i&me  time,  it  is  due  to  them  to  say,  that  the  Indians  have  con  • 
lucted  themselves  far  better  than  could  have  been  expected,  if 
the  example  of  British  officers  and  British  savages  be  a  criterion. 
N^ot  a  single  individual  has  been  scalped  or  tomahawked  by  them» 
10  prisoner  of  war  has  been  burnt,  the  dead  have  not  been  thrown 
nto  the  public  highways,  women  and  children  have  not  been 
massacred,  nor  has  private  property  been  destroyed,  except  in 
^ses  where  thefonner  conduct  of  the  owners  required  exemplary 
retaliation.  The  property  which  they  have  plundered,  has,  in 
tases  where  it  was  possible,  been  re8tore<l  by  the  inhabitants  of 
he  United  States ;  and  when  the  necessity  for  their  employment 
ceased  to  exist,  the  Indians  were  sent  to  the  American  side  of 
he  river,  beyond  the  reach  of  temptation,  to  wait  until  circum- 
stances justified  another  call  upon  them.  The  relation  of  these 
acts  is  due  to  the  honour  of  our  government,  to  the  reputation  of 
he  general,  and  to  the  merits  of  the  Indians.  From  it,  also,  the 
nhabitants  of  Canada  may  learn  what  they  may  expect  from 
\.inerican  forbearance  and  clemency. 

To  insure  that  forbearance,  the  inhabitants  have  an  easy  duty 
)o  perform ;  let  them  be  perfectly  neutral,  let  them  abstain  from 
:ommunications  with  the  British  army  and  remain  at  home,  quietly 
)ur8uing  their  avocations.  Those  who  conduct  diderently  will 
ncur  the  penalties  of  rigorous  martial  law.  The  character  of  our 
ree  republican  government,  and  the  nature  of  our  institutions, 
vill  justify  your  expectation  of  security  and  protection.  All 
:ivil  magistrates  will  continue  to  exercise  the  functions  of  their 
offices  merely  as  conservators  of  the  peace.  As  far  as  they  arc 
ible,  they  will  preserve  order  and  quiet  among  the  inhabitants. 
rhe  existing  laws  of  the  province,  so  far  as  they  regard  the  public 
»eace>  and  not  interfering  with  the  regulations  oi  the  army,  will 
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be  considered  in  force  until  other  measures  are  taken.  The  m- 
gistrates  are  particularly  required  to  give  information  at  held 
quarters  of  all  violence  committed  by  American  troops  on  citizfiu, 
unless  they  are  authorized  by  a  written  order.  The  geofral 
enjoins  the  inliabitants  to  submit  to  their  magistrates,  and  those 
who  refuse  obedience  must  be  reported  to  head  quarters.  The 
bri<i;udier  general  invites  all  the  inhabitants  who  are  disposed  to 
be  peaceal>le,  orderly,  and  neutral,  to  return  to  their  homes  and 
their  business.  He  cannot  promise  complete  security,  but  he 
engages,  as  far  as  his  power  extends,  to  protect  t^  innocent,  the 
unfortunate  and  the  distressed. 

GEO.  M'CLURE, 
Commanding  Niagara  FnmtUr* 

Hkid  QuABTcns,  Fort  Gsorge,  Oct.  16th,  1813. 


A  PROCLAMATION  BY  GENERAL  HARRISON. 

An  armistice  having  been   concluded  between    the  United 
■States  and  the  tribes  of  Indians  called  Miamies,  Patta\^ ataniies, 
Eel   River,  W'eas,  Ottoways,    Chippeways    and    AVyandots,  to 
continue  until  the  pleasure    of  the   go\ernnient  of  the  foraer 
shall  be  known — 1  do  hereby  make  known  the  same  to  all  whom  it 
may  concern.     This  armistice  is  preparatory  to  a  general  council 
to  be  held  with  these  different  tribes,  and  until  its  termioatioB 
they  have  been  permitted  to  retire  to  their  hunting  grounds,  ind 
there  to  remain  unmolested,  if  they  behave  themselves  peaceaUj. 
They  have  surrendered  into  our  hands  hostages  from  each  tribe; 
and  have  agreed  immediately  to  restore  all  our  prisoners  in  thdr 
possession,  and  to  unite  with  us  in  the  chastisement  of  any  Inditttb 
who  may  conunit  any  aggression  upon  our  frontiers.  Under  the* 
circumstances,  I  exhort  all  citizens  living  apon   the  frontiers  It 
respect  the  terms  of  said  armistice,  and  neither  to  engage  in  vk 
countenance  any   expedition  against  their  persons  or  propertr: 
leaving  to  the  government,  with  whom  the  consultation  has  leftlt 
to  pursue  such  course,  with  respect  to  the  Indians,  as  thej*^ 
think  most  compatible  with  sound  policy  and  tlie  best  interefts  rf 
the  country. 

bone  at  Detroit,  this  IGth  October,  1813. 

WILLIAM  H.  HARRISON*.. 


I 
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October  18di,  ISiaL      .4 
8IR,  ^ 

The  fortune  of  war  having  placed  the   private 

the  officers  and  several  families  of  the  right  division  ol 

army  in  Upper  Canada,  in  your  power;  as  also  lette% 


.«. 
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i  vouchers  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  individuals,  without 
ing  of  any  to  the  cause  of  the  captors ;  I  do  myself  the  honour  of 
pljing  to  you  in  their  behalf,  hoping  that  agreeably  to  the  cus- 
D  of  war,  you  will  avail  yourself  of  this  favourable  opportunity 
alleviate  private  feelings,  by  causing  the  said  property  and 
*unientsto  be  restored.  I  must  also  intreat  that  every  consid- 
.tion  in  your  power  be  shown  for  private  families,  not  of  tlic 
ay.  1  trust  that  with  the  same  view  you  will  permit  the  bearer 
-eof  to  ascertain  the  fate  of  individuals,  and  that  you  will  facili- 
e  the  retreat  of  any  families  that  may  unfortunately  have  been 
errupted  in  the  attempt. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

HENRY  PROCTOR, 

Maj,  gen.  in  his  B.  Majesty^s  service. 

j.  Gen.  W.  H.  Harrison, 

commanding'  U.  8.  Army. 


rtracts  of  a  letter  from  general  Wilkinson  to  the  Secretary  of 

War^  dated 

"GRENADIER ISLAND,  October  28th,  1813. 

"1  send  you  this  by  an  extra  aid -de-camp,  captain  Nourse» 
relieve  the  anxiety  to  which  you  must  be  subject,  in  the  im- 
tnding  eventful  moment.'' 
«*  The  extent  of  the  injuries  to  our  craft,  the  clothing  and  arms 

the  men,  and  to  our  provisions  on  the  passage  from  Sackett's 
arbor  to  this  place,  greatly  exceeded  our  apprehensions,  and 
LS  subjected  us  to  the  necessity  of  furnishing  a  supply  of  cloth- 
&  and  of  making  repairs  and  equipments  to  our  Hotilla  gene* 
Ily.  In  fact,  all  our  hopes  have  been  very  nearly  blasted ;  but 
lanks  to  the  same  Providence  which  placed  us  in  jeopardy,  we 
*e  surmounting  our  difficulties,  and,  God  willing,  I  shall  pass 
rescott  on  the  night  of  the  1st  or  2d  proximo,  if  some  unforeseen 
>stacle  does  not  present  to  forbid  me.  I  shall  expect  to  hear 
om  you  at  Morrisville,  where  colonel  Swift  is  to  meet  me,  and 
>  guard  against  chance  shots,  I  wish  wagons  would  be  held  in 
iadiness  to  receive  our  powder  aud  field  ammunition,  at  a  suita- 
e  distance  above  Prescott.'^ 

"I  keep  up  the  delusion  here;  and  the  enemy,  about  sixteen 
mdred  strong,  exclusive  of  five  hundred  miljtia,  are  in  daily  ex- 
sctation  of  a  visit  at  Kina:»ton,  yet  they  have  taken  post,  1  uiuler- 
and,  at  Cornwall  and  ihe  Cot«au  de  Lac.  No  matter:  once 
issed  Prescott,  and  our  bayonets  and  sabres  siiall  remove  all 
ipediments." 

'•The  inexorable  winds  and  rains  continue  to  oppose  and  em- 
irrass  our  movements;  but  1  am  seizing  on  every  moment's  in- 
rvai  to  Blip  into  the  8t.  Lawrence  corps  and  detachments,  as 
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they  can  be  got  ready*  Our  rendezvous  will  be  in  Bush  creek» 
about  twenty  mileti  l>elow,  and  nearly  opposite  to  Gananoqoi^ 
which  position  menaces  a  descent  on  the  opposite  shore.  I  shall 
t^ail  from  diat  position  at  4  o'clock  of  the  morning,  and  will  pass 
Prescott  about  the  same  time  the  ensuing  morning." 

"  We  have  had  such  a  fluctuation  of  sick  and  well,  between  this 
place  and  Sackctt's  Harbor,  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  in  what 
torce  we  8hall  move  ;  but  1  calculate  on  6Q00  combatants,  exclusive 
of  Scott  a:id  Randolph,*  neither  of  whom  will,  I  fear,  be  up  in 
season,  notwithstanding  all  my  arrangements  and  exertions  to 
accelerate  their  march :  th^y  are  both  under  provisional  orders 
from  Ogdensburg." 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  DENMARK, 

October  30th,  9  o'clock  P.  M, 

DEAR  GENERAL. 

I  this  moment  received  your  despatch  by  captain  Nourse.  I 
rejoice  that  your  difficulties  are  so  far  surmounted,  as  to  enable 
you  to  say,  with  assurance,  when  you  will  pass  Prescott.  I  should 
have  met  you  there ;  but  bad  roaas,  worse  weather,  and  a  const •* 
derable  degree  of  illness,  admonished  me  against  receding  further 
from  a  point  where  my  engagements  call  me,  about  the  1st  proxi- 
mo. Tne  resolution  of  treading  back  my  steps,  was  taken  at  Ant- 
werp, and  communicated  in  a  letter  from  that  place,  by  major 
Lusii.  1  wrote  a  single  line  to  you  to-day,  giving  the  fortunate 
issue  of  Harrison's  business,  and  his  ai'rival  at  Fort  George  with 
M'Arthur's  brigade.  If  Vincent  be  within  the  peninsula,  Harrison 
will  root  him  out.  It  remains  witli  you  to  sweep  the  rest  of  the 
line  before  you.  Montreal  taken,  what  are  Prescott  and  Kings- 
ton? Give  Hampton  timely  notice  of  your  approach,  and  of  Sie 
place  and  hour  of  junction. 

Yours  sincerelv, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG- 

Major  General  Wilkinson, 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  j:;tnieral  WdkUison  to  the  Secretary  of 

(far,  dated 

♦•GRENADIER  ISLAND,  November  1st,  1813. 

"  You  will  perceive  from  the  duplicate  under  cover  (letter  of 
the  28th  of  October)  what  were  my  calculations  four  days  since : 
but  the  winds,  and  waves,  and  rains,  still  prevail,  and  we  have 
made  several  fruitless  attempts  to  turn  Stony  Point,  one  of 
tliem  at  great  peril  to  5,000  men,  whom  1  seasonably  remanded 
to  tlie  harbor,  without  the  loss  of  a  life.  Our  sick,  one  hundred 
and  ninety -six  in  number,  have  not  fared  as  well :  they  were 
embarked  in  stout,  comfortable  vessels,  and  sailed,  the  day  befere 

*  Scott  and  Randolph  both  joined; 
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erdaj  morning,  for  Sackett's  Harbor,  but  they  were  driven  on 
e  by  a  8torm»  which  continued  with  unremitting  violence  all 
it ;  and  as  no  exertion  could  relieve  them,  I  anticipated  the 
of  the  whole  ;  but  the  tempest  having  abated,  and  the  wind 
ingfrom  south-west  to  north-east,  boats  Were  sent  out  yeater* 
morning,  and  doctor  Bull  reports  the  loss  of  three  men  on\j^ 
^r  means  of  transport  will  be  provided  to-morrow,  and  thes^ 
rtunate  men  will  be  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Sackett's  Harbor." 
Brigadier  Brown,  with  his  brigade,  the  light  artillery,  the 
men,  the  volunteers,  the  gunboats,  Bissel's  regiment,  and  a 
of  M'Comb's,  are,  I  expect,  safe  at  French  creek,  with  tha 
iery  and  ordnance  stores.  These  corps  have  made  the  tra^ 
e  of  the  arms  of  the  lake  under  circumstances  of  great  danger^ 
gh  fortunately  without  the  loss  of  a  life,  but  at  the  expense  of 
;  boats." 

[  Ahall  wait  one  day  longer,  and  if  the  passage  should  stilL 
inue  ini practicable  to  the  troops,  1  will  land  them  on  th% 
•site  shore,  march  them  across  the  country  to  the  St.  Law^ 
e,  and  send  the  empty  boats  round  to  a  given  rendezvous.'' 
\b  major  general  Hampton  is  under  your  orders,  permit  ms 
ggest  to  you  what  is  worthy  of  reflection :  whether  he  should 
a  position,  and  wait  the  arrival  of  my  command  near  ih% 
uence  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Grand  river,  or  whether  he 
id  move  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  menace  Chambiy  P  l£ 
8tron$r  enough  to  meet  sir  George,  the  latter  will  be  the  pre-^ 
»le  plan,  because  it  will  have  the  effect  to  divide  the  enemy's 
i ;  otherwise  he  should  adopt  the  first  idea,  hazard  nothing^ 
strengthen  my  hands." 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  memorandum  from  colonel  Swift  will 
'  you  what  he  is  about,  1  flatter  myself,  to  your  satisfaction* 
sole  unpleasant  circumstance  before  me,  is  our  total  igno<* 
e  of  the  preparations  of  sir  George,  and  what  we  may  expect 
eet  on  the  island.  1  fear  no  consequences  ;  but  it  must  be 
111  to  lead  more  than  six  thousand  men  to  battle  hoodwinked; 
^et  all  my  efforts  to  procure  intelligence  from  Montreal  have 
*d  fruitless." 


H.  Q.  FOUR  CORNERS^  November  lit,  1813. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  ultimo  the  army  commenced  iU 
iment  down  the  Chateaugay,  for  the  purpose  of  placins  itself 
situation  which  would  enable  it  to  fulfil  its  part  of  the  pre-^ 
1  combined  operations  on  the  St  Lawrence* 
1  extensive  wood  of  eleven  or  twelve  miles  in  front,  block- 
up  with  felled  timber,  and  covered  by  the  Indians  and  light. 
«  of  the  enemy,  was  a  serious  impediment  to  the  arduooe 
of  opening  a  road  for  the  artillery  and  stores.    Brigadier  gen  " 
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eral  Izard,  with  the  light  troops  and  one  regiment  of  the  line,  was 
detached  early  in  tiie  morning  to  turn  these  impediments  in  flank, 
and  to  seize  on  the  more  open  country  beldw,  while  the  army, 
preceded  by  a  strong  working  party,  advanced  on  a  more 
circuitous  but  practicable  route  for  a  road.  The  measure,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  brigadier  general  Izard,  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  inclose,  completely  succeeded,  and  the  main 
body  of  the  army  reached  tl  e  ad\anced  position  on  the  evening 
of  tne  22d.  The  23d  and  24th  were  employed  in  completing  the 
road  and  getting  up  the  artillery  and  stores. 

I  had  arranged,  at  my  departure,  under  the  direction  of  major 
Parker,  a  line  of  communication  as  far  up  the  St.  Ijawrence  as 
Ogdensburg,  for  the  purpose  of  hastening  to  me  the  earliest  no- 
tice of  the  progress  of  our  army  down.  1  had  surmounted  twenty 
four  miles  of  uxa  most  difficult  part  of  the  route,  and  had  in  ad- 
vance of  me  seven  miles  of  open  country,  but  at  the  end  of  that 
distance  commenced  a  wood  of  some  miles  in  extent,  which  had 
been  fornied  into  an  entire  abatis  and  filled  by  a  succession  of 
wooden  breast  works,  the  rearmost  of  which  were  supplied  with 
ordnance.  In  front  of  these  defences  were  placed  the  Indian  furce 
and  light  corps  of  the  enemy,  and  in  the  rear  all  of  his  disposable 
force.  As  the  extent  of  this  force  depended  upon  his  sense  of 
danger  on  tlie  St.  Lawrence,  it  \\as  a  cause  of  regret  that  all 
communication  from  yourself  or  major  Parker  seemed  to  be  at 
an  end.  As  it  was,  however,  believed  that  the  enemy  was  hourly 
adding  to  his  strength  in  this  position,  if  free  from  the  apprehen- 
sion of  danger  from  above,  an  effort  was  judi^ed  necessary  to 
dislodge  him,  and  if  it  succeeded,  we  should  be  in  possession  of  a 
position  which  we  could  hold  as  long  as  any  doubts  remained  of 
what  was  passing  abo\  e,  and  of  the  real  part  to  he  assigned  us. 

Our  guides  assured  us  of  a  shoal  and  practicable  fording  place 
opposite  tlje  lower  Hank  of  the  enemy^s  defences,  and  that  the 
wood  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  a  distance  of  seven  or 
eight  miles,  vas  practicahle  for  the  passage  of  the  troops.  Colo- 
nel Purdy  v\ith  tlie  liu;l»t  cor|»s,  an<l  a  strong  body  ot  infantry  of 
tho  line,  was  detached  at  an  early  hour  of  the  night  of  the  25th  to 
gain  this  ford  by  tho  morninjr,  and  to  commence  his  attack  in  rear, 
and  that  was  to  be  the  jsi^nal  for  the  armv  to  fall  on  in  front,  and 
it  was  believed  the  pass  might  be  carried  before  the  enemy*s  dis- 
tant troops  C(»'jhl  bo  bri)iight  forward  to  its  supj>ort. 

I  had  returned  to  my  quarters  from  Purdy*s  column  about  9 
o'clock  at  niiiht,  where  I  found  a  Mr.  Baldwin,  of  the  quarter 
master  generaPsdopartnicnt,  \\ ho  put  into  my  hands  an  open  paper 
containing  iiistructitnis  to  him  from  the  quarter  master  general, 
respocting  the  building  of  huts  for  the  army  in  the  Chateaugaj, 
below  the  line.  Tin.--  paper  sunk  my  hopes,  and  raised  serious 
doubts  of  rf  ( eiving  that  efficacious  support  which  had  been  an- 
ticipated. I  would  have  recalled  the  column,  but  it  was  in  mo- 
tion, and  the  darkness  of  the  night  rendered  it  impracticable* 
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[  could  only  go  forward.  The  army  was  put  in  motion  on  the  mor- 
ning of  the  26th,  leaving  its  baggage,  &c.  on  tlie  gi'ound  of  en- 
ram  pinent^     . 

On  advancing  near  the  enemy,  it  was  found  that  the  column  on 
;he  oppo.>ite  side  was  not  as  far  advanced  as  had  been  anticipa* 
«d.  The  guides  had  missed  it,  and  finally  failed  in  finding  the 
brd.  We  could  not  communicate  with  it,  but  only  awaited  the 
ittack  below.  About  2  o'clock  the  firing  commenced,  and  our 
roops  advanced  rapidly  to  the  attack.  The  enemy's  light  troops 
commenced  a  sharp  fire,  but  brigadier  general  Izard  advanced 
vith  his  brigade,  drove  him  every  where  behind  his  defences  and 
ilenced  the  fire  in  his  front.  This  brigade  would  have  pushed 
orward  as  far  as  courage,  skill  and  perseverance  could  have 
'arried  it  ;  but  on  advancing  it  was  found  that  the  firing  had  com- 
uenced  on  the  opposite  side,  and  the  ford  had  not  been  gained. 

The  enemy  retired  behind  his  defences,  but  a  renewal  of  his 
ittack  was  expected,  and  the  troops  remained  some  time  in  their 
)06ition  to  meet  it.  The  troops  on  the  opposite  side  were  exces- 
lively  fatigued.  The  enterprise  had  failed  in  its  main  point,  and 
:olonel  Purdy  was  ordered  to  withdraw  his  column  to  a  shoal 
bur  or  five  miles  above,  and  cross  over.  The  day  was  spent,and 
;eneral  Izard  was  ordered  to  withdraw  his  brigade  to  a  position 
firee  miles  in  the  rear,  to  which  place  the  baggage  had  been  or- 
ercd  forward. 

The  slowness  and  order  with  which  general  Izard  retired  with 
is  brigade,  could  but  have  inspired  the  enemy  with  respect, 
fmey  presumed  not  to  venture  a  shot  at  him  during  his  movement ; 
1^  the  unguardedness  ol  some  part  of  Purdy's  command  exposed 
»■»  to  a  rear  attack  from  the  Indians,  which  was  repeated  after 
Lrk,  and  exposed  him  toiome  loss.  These  attacks  were  always 
pelled,  and  must  have  cost  the  enemy  as  many  lives  as  we  lost. 
L»r  entire  loss  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  does  not  exceed 
t:y.  In  its  new  position  within  three  miles  of  the  enemy's  post, 
•^^  army  encamped  on  the  night  of  the  26th,  and  remained  until 
^  o'clock  of  the  28th.  All  the  deserters,  of  whom  there  were  four, 
^ving  concurred  in  the  information  that  sir  George  Prevost, 
f}t\\  three  other  general  officers,  had  arrived  with  the  whole  of 
Us  disposable  force,  and  lay  in  the  rear  of  tliese  defences,  and  a 
ietter  from  major  Parker  (by  express  received  on  the  evening  of 
the  26th)  having  informed  me  that  no  movements  of  our  army 
down  the  St.  Lawrence  had  been  heard  of  at  Ogdensburg,  and  for 
iome  distance  above  ;  the  follow  ing  questions  were  submitted  to 
ommanding  officers  of  brigades,  regiments,  and  corps,  and  the 
leadft  of  tlie  general  staff,  in  a  council  convened  for  the  purpose : 

Is  it  advisable,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  renew  the  at- 
ick  on  the  enemy's  position,  and  if  not,  w  hat  position  is  it  advis- 
ible  for  the  armv  to  take,  until  it  can  receive  advices  of  the 
Ivance  of  the  grand  army  down  the  St*  Lawrence  ?"  ITie 
)imoD  of  tlie  council  was  expressed  in  the  following  words  : 


"  It  is  the  UH&ntinmii  npininn  of  this  coaticil,  fhat  it  if  mcM- 
Wtry,  for  the  preservation  of  this  army  and  the  falfilment  of  the 
ostenailile  views  of  the  guvemment,  tnat  we  immediately  reUn 
b;  orderly  marches  to  such  a  position  (Chatean^j)  as  will  se- 
cure our  communications  with  the  United  !^lates,  either  to  retire 
into  winter  quai-tera,  or  to  be  ready  to  strike  below."  In  nurm- 
ancc  nf  this  opinion,  the  army  has  returned  by  slow  maroiei  te 
this  place,  and  now  awaits  the  orders  of  the  ^vemment.  It* 
condition  will  be  stated  by  the  bearer,  colonel  Kin^,  whocan  d^e 
you,  upon  every  point,  more  full  and  perfect  inrormation,  niU 
could  be  contained  in  a  written  detail. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  fir- 
W.  HAMPTOK. 
Bonounble  John  Armstrong, 

SecreUiy  ot  War. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  FORT  GEORGR,  November  3(1,  ISA 

am. 

Lieutenant  Le  Breton,  an  officer  in  your  ser\*ice,  arrived  it 
Detroit  on  the  J  5th  ultimo,  bearing  a  flag  and  a  letter  to  me  fnffl 
general  Proctor,  requesting  humane  treatment  for  the  prisonenii 
my  possession,  and  the  restoration  of  private  property  andpapftt. 
This  tetter  was  directed  to  me  at  'he  Moravian  towns ;  and  tl 
the  subject  was  not  of  the  ini|)ortance  to  authorize  the  lieutCDint^ 
pursuing  me  to  Detroit,  I  was  somewhat  surprised  at  his  ((ol^ 
80.  It  did  not  appear  to  me  proper  to  permit  him  to  return  in 
that  way,  and  as  I  was  on  the  point  of  setting  out  for  this  frmtitf 
by  water,  I  cunceived  thai  that  mode  of  conveyance  would  be  ftH 
as  agreeable  to  him,  and  would  enable  him  to  meet  general  Vn^ 
tor  as  expeditiously  as  by  the  land  route-  I  regret  that  the  bll- 
oess  of  the  weather,  and  other  causes  vi  hich  he  will  explaio,  hn* 
detained  him  until  this  time. 

Understanding  thut  you  are  the  senior  officer,  I  have  detenait- 
ed  to  address  my  answer  to  you.  With  respecl  to  ihe  suliject  rf 
general  Proctor's  letter,  those  which  I  have  the  honour  toencloM 
to  you  from  the  British  officers,  w  ho  were  taken  on  the  5th  uttin^ 
to  their  friends,  and  the  report  of  Mr.  Le  BreKm.uiil  satisfy  y«a 
that  no  indulgence  which  humanity  could  claim  in  their  fiivMnV 
or  the  usages  of  war  sanction,  has  been  withliplil.  The  dispad- 
tioD  of  the  properly  taken  on  the  field  of  action,  or  near  it,  «!• 
left  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Detroit,  llie  itistructions  given 
to  that  gentleman,  and  the  well  known  genernsily  of  his  charactO', 
will  insure  to  the  claimaDtt  the  utmost  justice'  and  liberality  iK 
his  decisions.  In  making  this  statement,  I  v  ish  it,  honever,  to 
be  distinctly  understood,  (hat  my  conduct,  with  regard  to  (he  pri- 
soners and  property  taken,  has  been  dictated  ^iiilelv  by  motives  of 
humanity,  and  not  by  a  belief  that  it  could  he  rl:nmed  upon  the 
Aore  «i  reciprocity  of  treatment  towards  the  AmeticAa 
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'who  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  general  Proctor.  The  unhappj 
description  of  persons  who  have  escaped  from  the  tomahawk  o^ 
the  savages  in  the  employment  of  the  British  government,  who 
fought  under  the  immediate  orders  of  that  officer,  have  suff'ered 
all  the  indignities  and  deprivations  which  human  nature  is  capa- 
ble of  supporting.  There  is  no  single  instance  that  I  have  heard 
of,  in  which  the  property  of  the  officers  has  been  respected.  But 
1  am  far  from  believing  that  the  conduct  of  general  Proctor  has  been 
thought  an  example  worthy  of  imitation  by  the  greater  part  of  the 
British  officers ;  and  in  the  character  of  general  Vincent,  I  have  a 
pledge  that  he  will  unite  his  exertions  with  mine,  to  soften  as 
much  as  possible  the  fate  of  those  whom  the  fortune  of  war  may 
reciprocally  place  in  our  power. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  subject  upon  which  I  wish  an  explicit 
declaration.  Will  the  Indians  who  still  adhere  to  the  cause  of 
his  Britannic  majesty,  be  suffered  to  continue  that  horrible  species 
of  warfare  which  they  have  heretofore  practiced  against  our  troopn, 
and  those  still  more  horrible  depredations  upon  the  peaceable  in- 
habitants of  our  frontiers?  I  have  sufficient  evidence  to  show 
tliat  even  the  latter  have  not  always  been  perpetrated  by  small 
parties  of  vagrant  Indians,  acting  at  a  distance  from  the  British 
army.  Some  of  the  most  atrocious  instances  have  occurred  under 
the  eyes  of  the  British  commander  and  the  head  of  the  Indian 
department.  I  shall  pass  by  the  tragedy  of  the  river  Raisin,  and 
that  equally  well  known  which  was  acted  on  the  Miami  river, 
after  the  defeat  of  colonel  Dudley,  and  select  three  other  instances 
of  savage  barbarity  committed  under  the  auspices  of  general 
Proctor:  In  the  beginning  of  June,  a  small  party  of  Indians, 
conducted  by  an  Ottawa  chief,  who  I  believe  is  now  with  the 
British  army  under  your  command,  left  Maiden  in  bark  canoes, 
in  which  they  coasted  lake  Erie  to  the  moutli  of  Portage  river ;  the 
canoes  were  taken  across  the  Portage  to  the  Sandusky  bay,  over 
which  the  party  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Cold  creek,  and  from 
thence  by  land  to  the  settlements  upon  that  river,  where  they  cap- 
tured three  families,  consisting  of  one  man  twelve  women  and 
children.  After  taking  the  prisoners  some  distance,  one  of  the 
women  was  discovered  to  be  unable  to  keep  up  with  them,  in 
consequence  of  her  advanced  state  of  pregnancy.  She  was  imme- 
diately tomahawked,  stript  naked,  her  womb  ripped  open,  and  the 
child  taken  out.  Three  or  four  of  the  children  were  successively 
butchered  as  they  discovered  their  inability  to  keep  up  with  the 
party.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Indians  at  Maiden,  two  or  three 
of  tfie  prisoners  were  ransomed  by  colonel  Elliott,  and  the  others 
by  the  citizens  of  Detroit,  where  they  remained  until  they  were 
taken  off  by  their  friends  upon  the*  recovery  of  that  place  by 
our  armv.  I  have  been  informed  that  the  mva^e  chief  received 
from  colonel  Elliott  a  reprimand  for  his  cruelty. 

On  the  29th  or  30th  of  the  same  month,  a  large  party  of  Indians 
were  sent  from  Maiden  on  a  war  expedition  to  Lower  Sanduskyj 
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At  a  fann  house,  near  that  place,  they  murdered  the  whole  fam^ 
consisting  of  a  man,  hii^  wife,  son  a'.id  daughter. 

During  the  last  attack  upon  Fort  Meigs  by  general  Procto'* 
party  headed  by  a  Seneca,  and  intimate  friend  of  Tecumse"  ^^^ 
was  sent  to  endeavour  to  detach  from  our  interest  the  Shawair: — ^^^ 
of  Wapockanata.  In  their  way  hither  they  murdered  sev^-  ^ 
men  and  one  woman,  who  was  working  in  her  cornfield. 

I  have  selected,  sir,  the  abo\e  from  a  long   list  of  siniilai -;^, 

stances  of  barbarity,  which  the  history  of  the  last  fifteen  mo'm'i/^g 
could  furnish ;    because  they   were   pei-petrated,   if  not  in       the 
view  of  the  British  commander,  by  parties  who  came  im media fe/f 
from  liis  camp  and  returned  to  it ;  w!m  even  received  their  da/Vy 
support  from  the  kin«j's  stores,  and  who,  in  fact,  (as  the  documents 
in  my  possession  will  show)  form  |iart  of  his  army. 

To  retaliate  then  upon  the  subjects  of  the  king  would  have  beea 
justijiable  by  the  laws  of  war  and  the  usages  of  the  most  civihzed 
nations.  To  do  so  has  been  amply  in  my  power.  The  tide  of 
fortune  has  changed  in  our  favour,  and  an  extensive  and  flou- 
rishing province  opened  to  our  arms.  Nor  liave  instruments  of 
venueunce  been  wantinjjr.  The  savages  who  sued  to  us  for 
mercy  would  gladly  have  shown  their  claims  to  it,  by  re-actine 
upon  Thames  the  hla. nit/  scenes  of  Sandusky  and  Com  creek.  A 
single  si;;n  of  approbatitm  would  have  been  sufficient  to  pour  upon 
tlie  subjects  of  the  kin*;  their  whole  fury.  The  future  conduct  of 
the  British  oiiicers  will  determine  tlie  correctness  of  mine  in  with- 
holfling  it.  If  the  savages  should  be  again  let  loose  upon  our  set- 
tlements, 1  shall  with  justice  be  accused  of  having  sacrificed  the 
interests  and  honour  of  my  country,  and  the  lives  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  to  feelings  of  false  and  mistaken  humanity.  You  are 
a  soldier,  sir,  and  as  1  sincerely  believe,  possess  all  the  honourable 
sentiments  which  ought  always  to  be  found  in  men  who  follow 
the  profession  of  arms.  Use  then,  1  pray  you,  your  authori- 
ty and  influence  to  stop  that  dreadful  eftusion  of  innocent  blood» 
which  proceeds  from  the  employment  of  those  savage  monsters^ 
whose  aid  (as  must  now  be  disco\  ered)  is  so  little  to  be  depended 
upon  v.hen  it  is  most  wanted,  and  which  can  have  so  trining;  aa 
enoct  upon  the  issue  of  the  war.  The  effect  of  their  barbaritici 
will  not  be  confined  to  the  present  generation.  Ages  yet  to 
come  will  feel  the  deep  rooted  hatred  and  enmity  which  thej 
must  produce  between  the  two  nations, 

1  deprecate  most  sincerely  the  dreadful  alternative  which  wilite 
oflered  to  n»e  siiould  they  be  continued  ;  but  1  solemnly  declareb    ' 
that  if  the  Indians  that  remain  under  the  influence  of  the  Britilil'^ 
government,  are  suffered  to  commit  any  depredations  upon^the  citi    •"" 
y.ens  within  the  district  that  is  committed  to  my  protection,  I«iB'v'> 
remove  the  restrictions  which  have  hitherto  been  imposed  spQS.'^'Vt 
those  who  have  ottered  their  services  to  the  United  States,  and  dfe»  'T* 
reel  them  to  carry  on  the  war  in  their  own  way.    1  have  never  heuA  '^^ 
a  single  excuse  for  the  employment  of  the  bavages  by  your  ffK<'^-». 
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srnment,  unless  we  can  credit  the  story  of  some  British  officer  hat- 
np  dared  to  assert,  that  "as  we  employed  the  K'entiickinns,  you  had 
.  rij^ht  to  make  use  of  the  liidiaiia.^^  If  sucli  injurious  sentiments 
ave  really  prevailed,  to  the  prejudice  of  a  brave,  well-informed, 
nd  virtuous  people,  it  will  be  removed  by  the  representations  of 
our  officers  who  were  lately  taken  on  the  river  i'hames.  They 
rill  infonn  you,  sir,  that  so  far  from  ofterin*  any  violence  to  the 
ersoiis  of  their  prisoners,  these  savajz;es  would  not  permit  a  word 
>  escape  them  which  was  calculated  to  wound  or  insult  their  feel- 
i^s,  and  this  too,  with  the  8u[rering:s  of  their  friends  and  relatives, 
t  the  river  Raisin  and  .Miami,  fresh  upon  their  recollection,  I 
ledge  myself  for  the  truth  of  the  above  statements  in  relation  to 
lie  murders  committed  by  the  Indians. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
WILLIAM  H.  HARRISON. 
f  ajor  general  Vincent. 


VICTORY  OVER  THE  CREEKS. 

CAMP  AT  TEN  ISLANDS,  November  4tli,  1813. 

SIR, 

I  had  the  honour,  yesterday,  of  transmitting  you  a  short 
account  of  an  engagement  that  took  place  between  a  detachment 
of  about  900  men  from  my  brigade,  with  the  enemy  at  Tallus- 
hatches  town  ;  the  particulars  wliercof,  I  beg  herein  to  recite  you* 
Pursuant  to  your  order  of  the  2d,  I  detailed  from  my  brigade  of 
cavalry  and  mounted  riflemen,  900  men  and  officers,  and  proceed- 
ing directly  to  the  Tallushatches  towns,  crossed  Coosy  river  at 
the  Fish  Dam  ford,  three  or  four  miles  above  this  place.  I  ar- 
rived within  one  and  a  half  miles  of  the  town  (distant  from  this 
place  south-east,  eight  miles)  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  at  which 
place  I  di\ided  my  detachment  into  two  columns,  the  right  com- 
posed of  the  cavalry  commanded  by  colonel  AUcorn,  to  cross  over 
a  large  creek  that  lay  between  us  and  the  towns :  the  left  column 
was  of  the  mounted  riflemen,  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Cannon,  with  whom  I  marched  myself.  Colonel  Allcorn  was  or- 
dered to  march  up  on  the  right,  and  encircle  one  half  of  the  town, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  left  would  form  a  half  circle  on  the  left, 
and  unite  the  head  of  tl\e  colunms  in  front  of  the  town:  all  of 
which  was  perfuniied  as  1  could  wish.  When  I  arrived  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  town,  the  drums  of  the  enemy  began  to  beat, 
mingled  with  their  savage  yell<,  i>re])aring  for  action.  It  was  after 
tun-rise  an  hour,  when  the  action  was  brought  on  by  captain  Ham- 
mond and  lieut'^nant  Patterson's  companies,  who  had  gone  on 
within  the  circle  of  alignment,  for  the  purpose  of  drawmg  tmt  the 
enemy  from  their  buildings,  which  had  the  most  happy  ellect. 
As  soon  as  cat  tain  Hammond  exhibited  his  front  in  view  of  the 
torn,  (which  stood  in  open  woodland)  mid  gave  a  few  scattering 
shot,  the  enemy  formed  and  made  a  violent  charge  on  him ;  he 
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pLve  waj  as  they  advanced,  until  they  met  6ur  right  colmiQ|, 
which  gave  them  a  general  fire,  and  then  charged ;  this  charL^ 
the  direction  of  the  charge  completely ;  the  enemy  retreated &ri(tf^ 
until  they  {^^t  around,  and  in  their  buildings,  where  they  wtm 
all  the  resistance  that  an  overpowered  soldier  could  do ;  thej. 
fought  as  long  as  one  existed,  but  their  destruction  was  very  sooo 
completed ;  our  men  rushed  up  to  the  doors  of  the  houses,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  killed   the  last  warrior  of  them;  the  enemy 
fought  with  savage  fury,  and  met  death  with  all  its  horrors,  with- 
out shrinking  or  complaining :  not  one  asked  to  be  spared,  trat 
fought  as  long  as  they  could  stand  or  8it«   In  consequence  of  their 
flying  to  their  houses  and  mixing  with  the  families,  our  men,  in 
killing  the  males,  without  intention  killed  and  wounded  a  few  of 
the  squaws  and  children,  which  was  regretted  by  every  officer  ind 
soldier  of  the  detachment,  but  which  could  not  be  avoided. 

The  number  of  the  enemy  killed,  was  186  that  were  countedi 
and  a  number  of  others  that  were  killed  in  tlie  weeds  not  found. 
I  think  the  calculation  a  reasonable  one,  to  sav  200  of  them  were 
killed,  and  84  prisoners,  of  women  and  children,  were  taken; 
not  one  of  the  warriors  escaped  to  carry  the  news,  a  circumstance 
unknown  heretofore. 

We  lost  five  men  killed,  and  41  wounded,  none  mortally,  the 
greater  part  slightly,  a  number  with  arrows :  this  appears  to  form 
a  very  principal  part  of  the  enemy's  arms  for  warfare,  every  man 
having  a  bow  with  a  bundle  of  arrows,  which  is  used  after  the 
first  nre  with  the  gun,  until  a  leisure  time  for  loading  offers. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  say,  that  our  men  acted  with  deliberttiot 
and  firmness ;  notwithstanding  our  numbers  were  superior  to  that 
of  the  enemy,  it  was  a  circumstance  to  us  unknown,  and  from  ikft 
parade  of  the  enemy,  we  had  every  reason  to  suppose  them  aor 
equals  in  number:  but  there  appeared  no  visible  traces  of  alana 
in  any,  but  on  the  contrary,  all  appeared  cool  and  determinedl 
and  no  doubt  when  they  face  a  foe  of  their  own,  or  superior  nam* 
ber,  thej  will  show  the  same  courage  as  on  this  occasion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 

JOHN  COFFEE, 
Brig.  Qeiu  of  Cavalry  and  tjjlmti^ 

Major  general  Andrew  Jackson. 


SACKEIT'S  HARBOR.  November  Gth»  lOf. 

SIR* 

As  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Royal  Greorse, 
Regent,  and  Duke  of  Gloucester,  have  gone  up  the  lake, 
troops  to  reinforce  Fort  George ;  and  as  I  have  to  believe  flttt 
other  troops  are  waiting  at  Kingston  for  their  return,  destined  fc-    < 
the  same  port,  I  have  determined  to  proceed   with  the  faici^    ' 
have  ready,  in  quest  of  the  enemy.     My  present  intentktftfejy 
take  a  position  on  the  Canada  shore^  near  aome  small  ii ' 
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illetl  the  "False  Dacks,"  where  the  enemy  are  obliged  to  paisb 
id  where  I  will  wait  their  return  to  Kingston.  If  I  should  suc- 
ked in  my  enterprise  (which  I  have  but  little  doubt  of)  I  shall 
ake  an  attack  upon  K.injrston,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the 
ins  and  public  stores  at  that  station. 

I  shall  proceed  for  my  station  this  evening,  or  to-morrow 
orning,  with  the  following  vessels,  to  wit :  brig  Oneida,  and 
rhooners  Hamilton,  Governor  Tompkins,  Conquest,  Growler,  Ju- 
a  and  Pert ;  mountinu;  altojjether  40  guns,  of  different  calibres, 
imI  430  men,  including  marines. 

With  this  force  I  hope  to  give  a  good  account  of  the  enemy, 
ilthough  he  is  more  than  double  our  force  in  guns  and  men.  Hig 
consists  of  the  following  vessels,  as  nearly  as  I  can  ascertain,  to 
wit :  the  ship  Royal  George,  26  guns,  260  men ;  ship  Earl  Moira, 
18  guns,  200  men  ;  Schooners  Prince  Regent,  18  guns,  150  men; 
Duke  of  Gloucester,  14  guns,  80  men  ;  Governor  Simcoe,  12  suns, 
70  men  ;  Seneca,  4  guns,  40  men ;  making  a  grand  total  of  108 
guns,  and  890  men. 

The  officers  and  men,  under  my  command,  are  all  extremely 
anxious  to  meet  the  enemy.  We  cannot  command  success,  but 
we  will  endeavour  to  deserve  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY- 

The  Hon.  Paul  Hamilton,  &c. 

PROCLAMATION. 

The  following  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada^, 
was  issued  by  general  Wilkinson,  on  his  passage  down  the  St« 
Lawrence. 

JAMES  WILKINSON, 

Major  general,  and  commander  in  chief  of  an  exf  edition  against 
the  Canadas,  to  the  inha^tants  thereof: 

The  army  of  the  United  States,  which  I  have  the  honour  ij9 
command,  invades  these  provinces  to  conquer,  not  to  destroy ;  to 
subdue  the  forces  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  not  to  war  against  hia 
unoffending  subjects  ;— those,  therefore,  among  you,  who  remain 
quiet  at  home,  sriould  victory  incline  to  the  American  standard, 
aliall  be  protected  in  their  persons  and  property.  But  those  whe 
are  found  in  arms,  must  necessarily  be  treated  as  avowed  enemies* 

To  menace  is  unjust — to  seduce  dishonourable— yet  it  is  just 
and  humane  to  place  these  alternatives  before  you. 

Done  at  the  head  quarters  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  this  6th  day  of  November,  1813,  near  Ogdena- 
burg,  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence* 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 
By  the  general's  command, 

N.  PINXNfiY,  Major  and  aid-de-emnf. 
33 
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HBAD  QUABTERS  OF  THE  ARMY,  7  MILES  ABOVE  OGDENSBURG^ 

Kovenibcr  6th,  1813,  (in  the  evening.) 

SIR. 

I  address  j9\i  at  the  special  instance  of  the  Secretary  of 
war,  who,  by  bad  roads,  worse  weather,  and  ill  health,  was  divert- 
ed from  meeting  me  near  this  place,  and  determined  tD  tread 
back  his  steps  to  Washington  from  Antwerp  on  the  :29th  ultimo. 

1  am  destined  to,  and  determined  on,  the  attack  of  Montreal,  if 
hot  prevented   by  some  act  of  God  ;  and  to  give  security  to  the   ^ 
enterprise,  the  division   under  your   command   must  co-operate  ^ 

with  the  corps  under  my   immediate  orders.    The  point  of  ren-^ 

dezvous  is  tne  circumstance  of  greatest  interest  to  the  issue  o^^ 
this  operation,  and  the  distance  ^hich  separates  us,  and  my 
norance   of  the  practicability  of  the  direct  or   devious  roads 
routes  by  which  you  must  march,  makes  it  necessary  that  your  ow>  -w 
judgment  should  determine  the  point.     To  assist  you   in  formi^^^. 
the  soundest   detennination,  and  to  take  the   most  prompt  ati^ 
effectual  measures,  (  can  only  inform   you  of  my  intentions  trnd 
situation  in  one  or  two  respects  of  first  importance.     I  shall  jms 
Prescott  to  night,   because  the  stage  of  the  season  will  not  atW 
me  three  days  to  take  it ;  shall  cross  tlie  cavalry  at  Hamilton, 
which  will   not   re(|uire  a  day  ;  1  shall  then   press  forward  and 
break  down  every  obstruction  to  the  confluence  of  this  river  with 
Grand  river,  there  to  cross  to  tlie  Isle  Perrot,  and  with  my  scows 
to  bridge  the  narrow  inner  channel,  and  thus  obtain  foothold  on 
Montreal  Island,  at  about  20  miles  from  the  city :  after  which  our 
artillery,  bayonets,  and  swords,  must  secure  our  triumph,  or  provide 
us  honourable  graves. 

Inclosed  you  have  a  memorandum  of  field  and  battering  trail 
pretty  well  found  in  mixed  ammunition,  which  may  enable  you  (• 
dismiss  your  own  ;  but  we  are  deficient  in  loose  powder  and  mai- 
ket  cartridges,  and  therefore  hope  you  may  be  abundantly  found. 

On  the  subject  of  provisions  1  wish  I  could  give  as  favourable 
information  ;  our  whole  stock  of  bread  may  be  computed  at  aboql 
fifteen  days,  and  our  meat  at  twenty.  In  speaking  on  this  ath 
ject  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  informed  nje  ample  magaziOM 
were  laid  upon  Lake  Champlain,  and  therefore  I  must  reqaeptdf 
you  to  order  forward  two  or  three  months'  supply  by  the  saCjiil 
route  in  a  direction  to  the  proposed  scene  of  action.  I  httil 
submitted  the  state  of  our  provisions  to  my  general  officera*  lA 
unanimously  agree  that  it  should  not  prevent  the  progress  rf T^ 
expedition  ;  and  they  also  agree  in  opinion,  that  if  you  are  mS 
force  to  face  the  enemy,  you  should  meet  us  at  St.  Regis  oif^ 
vicinity. 

I  shall  expect  to  hear  from,  if  not  see  you,  at  that  place  iaif^lK^ 

9th  or  10  instant.  "  ^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c*    '    ■ 

JAMES  WILKilMMi. 
Major  General  Hampton.  '  •^■^ff 
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NEW  YORK,  November  7th.  1813 
»IR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  of  the  re -capture  of  the 
merican  schooner  Sparrow,  of  Baltimore,  from  New-Orleans 
oiind  to  this  port,  laden  with  sugar  and  lead.  On  the  3d  the 
netny's  ship  Plantagenet,  chased  the  said  vessel  on  shore  near 
ong  Branch,  six  miles  distant  from  where  the  flotilla  is  station- 
ed, and  took  possession  of  her  with  about  100  men.  A  detachment 
from  the  flotilla  marched  against  them,  attacked  them,  drove  them 
CVoin  on  board  the  vessel,  and  took  possession  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  ship  and  barges.  In  the  affair  we  lost  one  man  ;  the 
enemy's  loss  must  have  been  considerable,  as  many  have  been 
seen  to  fall.  The  whole  cargo,  together  with  sails,  rigging,  &c, 
have  been  saved,  vessel  bilged. 

I  have  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  LEWIS. 

.Secretary  of  tlie  Navy. 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  FOUR  CORNERS,  November  8th  1813- 

SIR, 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive,  at  a  late  hour  last  evening,  by 
colonel  King,  your  communication  of  the  6th,  and  was  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  sense  of  responsibility  it  imposed,  of  deciding 
upon  the  means  of  our  co-operation.  The  idea  suggested  as  the 
opinion  of  your  officers,  ot  effecting  the  junction  at  St.  Regis, 
was  most  pleasing,  as  being  the  most  immediate,  until  I  came  to 
the  disclosure  of  the  amount  of  your  supplies  of  provision. 
Colonel  Atkinson  will  explain  the  reasons  that  would  have  ren- 
dered it  impossible  for  me  to  have  brought  more  than  each  man 
could  have  carried  on  his  back;  and  when  I  reflected  that  in 
throwing  myself  upon  your  scanty  means,  I  should  be  weakening 
you  in  your  most  vulnerable  point,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  adopt  the 
opinion,  after  consulting  the  general  and  principal  officers,  that  by 
throwing  myself  back  on  my  main  depot,  when  all  the  means  of 
transportation  had  gone,  and  falling  upon  the  enemy's  flank,  and 
straining  every  effort  to  open  a  communication  from  Plattsburg 
to  Coghnawaga,  or  any  point  you  may  indicate  on  the  St  Law- 
rence, I  should  more  effectually  contribute  to  your  success,  than 
by  the  junction  at  St.  Regis.  The  way  is  in  many  places  block- 
aded and  abatted,  and  the  road  impracticable  for  wheel  carriages 
during  winter,  but  by  the  employment  of  pack  horses,  if  I  am  not 
overpowered,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  prevent  your  starving.  I  have 
ascertained  and  witnessed  the  plan  of  the  enemy  is  to  burn  and 
consume  every  thing  in  our  advance.  My  troops  and  other  means 
will  be  described  to  you  by  colonel  Atkinson.  Besides  the  raw- 
ness and  sickliness,  they  have  endured  fatigues  eaual  to  a  winter 
campaign,  in  the  late  snows  and  bad  weather,  and  are  sadly  dis- 
pirited and  fdlen  off;  but  upon  this  subject,  1  must  refer  you  to 
colonel  Atkinson. 
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With  these  means,  what  can  be  accomplished  by  human  exer- 
tion, 1  will  attempt  With  a  mind  devoted  to  the  general  objects 
of  the  campaign, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

\V.  HAMPTON. 

tiis  excellency  maj.  gen.  James  Wilkinson. 

HEAD  QUAUTLRS,  BURLINGTON  IIFKillT', 

November  10th,  1813. 

SIR. 

Lieutenant  Lfe  Breton  having  delivered  vour  letter  of  the  -34 
instant*  1  have  directed  captain  MtMTitt,  of  the  Provincial  dra- 
goons, to  proceed  \\ith  a  ^a^  to  fort  George,  as  the  bearer  of  this 
acknowleaj»;!neutof  your  obliging  communication. 

The  account  gi\en  of  tlie  British  officers,  whom  the  fortune 
of  war  has  lately  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  United  States,  is 
such  as  cannot  fail  atfordins;  very  consoling  reflections  to  tJiis 
army  and  tiieir  anxious  friends. 

Though  you  must  be  sensible  there  are  several  points  in  your 
letter,  res|ecting  which  it  is  wholly  beyond  my  power  to  al^ord 
you  the  satisfaction  uf  an  "  explicit  declaration,"  yet,  be  assured, 
sir,  I  shall  never  feel  the  smalle&t  degree  of  hesitation  in  joining 
you  in  any  pledge,  that  it  will  e\er  be  my  anxious  wish  and  endea- 
vour to  alleviate  as  much  as  possible  the  fate  of  those  who  may  fall 
into  my  power  by  the  chances  of  war. 

Believe  me,  sir,  I  deprecate  as  strongly  as  yourself,  the  perpc- 
tn.tion  of  acts  of  cruelty  committed  under  any  pretext ;  and  shall 
lanient  equally  with  yourself  rhat  any  state  of  tnings  should  pro- 
duce tliem.  No  eftbrts  of  mine  will  be  ever  wanting  to  diminish 
tlie  evils  of  a  state  of  warfare,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with 
the  duties  which  are  due  to  my  king  and  country. 

The  Indians,  when  acting  in  conjunction  witlithe  troops  under 
my  command,  ha^  e  been  invariably  exhorted  to  mercy,  and  lia»e 
never  been  deaf  to  my  anxious  entreaties  on  this  interesting  suljtct 

I  shall  not  fail  to  transmit  the  original  of  your  letter  to  die 
Lower  Province,  for  the  consideration  of  his  excellency  the  coft- 
mander  of  tlie  forces. 

I  feel  particularly  anxious  to  be  made  acquainted  with  yoarbh 
structions  relative  to  the  disi>osal  of  the  gallant  and  truly ^r 
fortunate  captain  Barclay,  whose  wounds,  1  lament  to  hear»l(i 
such  as  to  preclude  all  hope  of  his  being  ever  again  able  to  reini 
the  honourable  duties  of  his  station.  Under  these  circumstaack 
I  am  induced  to  rely  on  your  liberality  and  generous  interferaiip 
to  obtain  a  release  or  parole,  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  inM- 
gence  of  immediately  proceeding  to  the  Lower  Province.       '"'* 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c        y* 
JOHN  VINCENI^;*!  ? 
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liis  excellency  maj.  general  Harrison 


Major  general,  BntkkWjjf^  ^ 
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By  hh  Excellenuj, 
MARTIN  CHITTENDEN,  Esq.    . 

* 

Governor,  captain  general,  and  commander  in  chief  in  and  over 

the  state  of  Vermont. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  appears,  that  the  third  bris;a(le  of  tho  3d 
division  of  militia  of  this  state;  has  been  ordered  from  our  fron- 
tiers to  the  defence  of  a  neijfhbourin*;^  state  ;  and  whereas  it  further 
appears,  to  the  extreme  regret  of  tlie  captain  jjeueral,  that  a  part  of 
the  militia  of  said  brigade  have  been  placed  under  tlie  coniMiand, 
and  at  the  disposal  of,  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  out  oj  the 
jurisdiction  or  controul  of  the  executive  of  this  state,  and  ha\e  been 
actually  marched  to  the  defence  of  a  sister  state,  fully  co  -pe- 
tcnt  to  all  the  purposes  of  self-defence,  whereby  an  exfcnsive 
section  of  our  own  frontier  is  left,  in  a  measure,  un'.rotei  led, 
and  the  peaceable,  good  citizens  tnereof  are  put  in  great  joop.tnly, 
and  exposed  to  the  retaliatory  incursions  anu  rava*^es  of  an  exas- 
perated enemy ;  and  whereas  disturbances  of  a  very  serious  na- 
ture are  believed  to  exist,  in  consecjuence  of  a  pcniion  of  the 
militia  having  been  thus  ordered  out  of  the  state  : 

Therefore — to  the  end  that  these  great  evils  iv.ay  be  provided 
against,  and  as  far  as  may  be,  prevented  for  the  future: 

lie  it  known,  that  such  portion  of  the  militia  of  said  .)d  division 
as  may  be  now  doing  duty  in  the  state  of  Now  York,  or  elsew^jere, 
beyond  the  linuts  of  this  state,  both  officers  and  men,  are  hereby 
ordered  and  directed,  by  tlie  captain  general  and  ciMnmander  in 
chief  of  the  militia  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  forthwith  to  return 
to  the  respective  places  of  their  usual  residence,  within  the  terri- 
torial limits  of  said  brigade,  and  thereto  hold  tiiemselves  in  con- 
stant readiness  to  act  in  obedience  to  the  ordci*s  of  bri;;adier 
general  Jacob  Davis,  who  is  appointed,  by  the  legislature  of  this 
state,  to  the  command  of  said  brigade. 

And  the  said  brigadier  general  Jacob  Davis  is  hereby  ordered 
and  directed,  forthwith,  to  see  that  the  militia  of  lus  said  brigade 
be  completely  armed  and  eijuipped,  as  the  law  directs,  and  held 
in  constant  readiness  to  march  on  the  shortest  notice,  to  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers:  and,  in  case  of  actual  invasion,  without  further 
orders,  to  march  with  his  said  brigade,  to  act,  either  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  or  separately,  as  cir- 
cumstances may  require,  in  repelling  the  enemy  from  our  terri- 
tory, and  in  protecting  the  good  citizens  of  this  state  from  the 
ravages  of  hostile  incursions. 

And  in  case  of  an  event,  so  seriously  to  be  deprecated,  it  is 
hoped  and  expected  that  every  citizen,  without  distinction  of 
party,  will  fly  at  once  to  the  nearest  post  of  danger,  and  that  the 
enly  rallying  word  be — **  our  country.'' 
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Feeling,  as  tlie  captain  general  does  the  weight  of  responsi- 
bility which  rests  upon  him,  with  recrard  to  the  constitutional  du- 
ties of  the  militia,  and  the  sacred  rights  of  our  citizens  to  pro- 
tection from  this  great  class  of  the  community,  so  essentially 
necessary  in  all  free  countries :  at  a  moment  too,  when  they  are  so 
eminently  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  hostile  incursions  and  do- 
mestic diiiiculties,  he  cannot  conscientiously  discharge  the  trust 
reposed  in  him  by  the  voice  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  by  the 
constitutions  of  this  state  and  the  United  States,  without  an  une- 
quivocal declaration,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  military  strength 
and  resources  of  this  state  must  be  reserved  for  its  own  defence 
and  protection,  e.rclusively ;  excepting  in  cases  provided  for  bj 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  ;  and  then,  under  orders 
derived  only  from  the  commander  in  chief. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Montpelier,  this  10th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1813,  and  of  the  independence  of 
the  United  States,  the  38th. 

MARTIN  CHITTENDEN. 

By  his  excellency's  command, 

SAMUEL  SWIFT,  Secretary. 

ANSWER 

To  Governor  Chittenden'^s  Froclamation, 

To  his  Excellency 
MARTIN  CHITTENDEN,  Esq. 

Governor,  Captain  Gcnei^al,  and  commander  in  chief  in  and  over 

the  State  of  Vermont. 

SIR, 

A  most  novel  and  extraordinary  proclamation  from  your  ex- 
cellency, *•  ordering  and  directing  such  portion  of  the  militia  of 
tlie  tliiid  brigade  in  the  tliird  division  of  the  militia  of  Vermont, 
now  doing  duty  in  the  state  of  New  York,  both  officers  and  men, 
forthwith  to  return  to  tlie  respective  places  of  their  usual  resi- 
dence," has  just  been  communicated  to  the  undersigned  officers  of 
said  brigade.  A  measure  so  unexampled,  requires  that  we  should 
state  to  your  excellency,  the  reasons  which  induce  us  absolutely 
and  p(»sitively  to  refuse  obedience  to  the  order  contained  in  your 
excellency's  proclamation  With  due  deference  to  your  excel- 
lency's opinion,  we  humbly  conceive,  that  when  we  are  ordered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  it  becomes  our  duty,  when 
r(:(|uired,  to  march  to  the  defence  of  any  section  of  the  union. 
We  are  not  of  that  class  who  believe  that  our  duties,  as  citizens 
or  soldiers,  are  circumscribed  within  the  narrow  limits  of  the 
town  or  state  in  which  we  reside;  but  that  we  are  under  a  para- 


263 

fenount  obligation  to  our  common  country,  to  the  great  confederacy 
m(  the  states.  We  further  conceive,  tfiat  while  we  are  in  actual 
service,  jour  excellency's  power  over  us,  as  governor  of  the  state 
of  Vermont,  is  suspended. 

If  it  is  true,  as  your  excellency  states,  that  "  we  are  out  of  tlic 
jurisdiction  or  controul  of  the  executive  of  Vermont,"  we  would 
ask  from  whence  your  excellency  derives  the  right,  or  presumes 
to  exercise  the  power  of  ordering  us  to  return  from  the  service 
in  which  we  are  now  engaged?  If  we  were  Ugally  ovdeved  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  your  excellency  must  be  sensi- 
ble that  you  have  no  authority  to  order  us  out  of  that  service.  If 
we  were  illegally  ordered  into  service,  our  continuance  in  it  is 
either  voluntary  or  compulsory.  If  voluntary,  it  gives  no  one  a 
right  to  remonstrate  or  complain ;  if  compulsory,  we  can  appeal 
to  the  laws  of  our  country  for  redress  against  those  who  illegally 
restrain  us  of  our  liberty.  In  either  case,  we  cannot  perceive 
the  right  your  excellency  has  to  interfere  in  tlie  business.  View- 
ing the  subject  in  tlds  light,  we  conceive  it  our  duty  to  declare 
unequivocally  to  your  excellency,  that  we  shall  not  obey  your 
excellency!s  order  for  returning ;  but  shall  continue  in  the  ser- 
vice of  our  country,  until  we  are  legally  and  honourably  dis- 
charged. An  invitation  or  order  to  desert  the  standard  of  our 
country,  will  never  be  obeyed  by  us,  although  it  proceeds  from 
the  governor  and  captain  general  of  Vermont. 

Perhaps  it  is  proper,  that  we  should  content  ourselves  with 
merely  giving  your  excellency  the  reasons  which  prevail  upon  us 
to  disregard  your  proclamation;  but  we  are  impressed  with  the 
belief,  that  our  duty  to  ourselves,  to  the  soldiers  under  our  com- 
mand, and  to  the  public,  requires  that  we  should  expose  to  the 
world,  the  motives  which  produced,  and  the  objects  which  were 
intended  to  be  accomplished  by  such  an  extraordinary  proclama- 
tion. We  shall  take  the  liberty  to  state  to  your  excellency 
plainly,  our  sentiments  on  this  subject.  We  consider  your  pro- 
clamation as  a  gross  insult  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  service/ 
inasmuch  as  it  implies  that  they  are  so  ignorant  of  their  rights,  as 
to  believe  you  have  authority  to  command  them  in  their  present 
situation,  or  so  abandoned  as  to  follow  your  insidious  advice.  We 
cannot  regard  your  proclamation  in  any  other  liglit,  than  as  an 
unwarrantable  stretch  of  executive  authority,  issued  from  tlie 
worst  of  motives,  to  effect  the  basest  purposes.  It  is,  in  our 
opinion,  a  renewed  instance  of  that  spirit  of  disorganization  and 
anarchy  which  is  carried  on  by  a  faction,  to  overwhelm  our  coun- 
try with  ruin  and  disgrace.  We  cannot  perceive  what  other 
ol>ject  your  excellency  could  ha'^e  in  Aiew,  than  to  embarrass  the 
operations  of  the  army,  to  excite  mutiny  and  sedition  among  the 
soldiers,  and  to  induce  them  to  desert,  that  the  v  might  forfeit  the 
wages  to  which  they  are  entitled  for  their  patriotic  services. 

We  have,  however,  the  Statisfuction  to  inform  your  excellency, 
that  although  your  pioclamations  have  been  distributed  among  the 
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soldiers,  by  jour  agent  deleo;ate(l  for  that  purpose,  thej  have  fail- 
ed to  produce  the  intended  effect — and  altliouKJi  it  may  appear 
ivcrffUhle  to  vour  excellency,  even  soldiers  have  discernment 
sullicient  to  perceive,  tliat  the  proclamation  of  a  "governor,  when 
issued  out  of  the  line  of  his  duty,  is  a  I  arndess,  Inoffensive  and 
Mus^torv  document — they  regard  it  with  mintcled  emotions  of 
pity  and  contempt  for  its  author,  and  as  a  striking  monument  of 
nis  folly. 

Before  \vc  conclude,  we  feel  ourselves,  injustice  to  your  excel- 
lency, bount'.  to  declare,  that  a  knov\led":e  of  your  excellencr's 
chanilter  induces  us  to  believe,  that  the  folly  and  infamy  of  the 
proclamation  to  which  your  excellency  has  put  your  sl;j^nntvre, 
IS  not  wholly  to  be  ascribed  to  vour  excellency,  but  cliieflv  to  the 
evil  ad  isers,  with  whom  we  believe  your  excellency  is  unhappily 
encompadsed. 

We  are,  with  due  respect,  &c. 

liUther  Dixon,  lienteyiant  colotiel ;  Elijah  Dee,  junr.  majf/r ; 
Josiah  Orout,  major ;  Charles  Bennet,  captain  ;  Jesse  Post,  cap- 
talii;  Pilijah  VV,  VVood,  captain;  Elijah  Birjje,  captain:  Martin 
D.  Kollet,  captain ;  Amasa  Mansfield,  captain  ;  T.  H.  C'ampbell, 
lieutenant:  G.  ().  \)\  Mm ,  lieutenant ;  Francis  North  way,  tieute- 
na  t :  Joshua    Brush,  lieutenant;  Daniel  Didil^Q,  ensijpi  ;  Sand- 


lieutenant ;  Hiia  Hill,  surgeon- s  mate. 


CAMP  STUOTIIEll,  NKAU  TRN  ISLANDS  OF  COOSA, 

November  lltli,  1813. 

SIR, 

I  am  just   returned   from  an  excursion  which  I  took  a  few 
days  aj^o,  and  hasten  to  acquaint  you  with  the  result. 

Late  on  the  eyening  of  the  Tth  instant,  a  runner  arrived  from 
the  friendly  party,  in  Lashley's  fort,  (Talledejra)  distant  about 
SO  miles  l>elow  us,  with  the  inforniation  that  the  hostile  Creeks, 
in  ^reat  force,  had  encamped  near  the  ])lace,  and  vyere  preparing^ 
to  destroy  it;  and  earnestly  entreated  that  1  would  lose  no  time 
in  aff\)rdini5  them  relief.  Ur;^ed  by  their  situation,  as  well  as  by 
a  \\\>\\  to  meet  the  enemy  so  soon  as  an  opportunity  would  otter,*! 
determined  upcm  commencing  my  march  thither  with  .all  my  dis- 
posable force  in  the  course  of  the  night ;  and  immediately  des- 
patched an  express  to  general  White,  adyising  him  of  my  intend- 
ed moyement,  and  urged  him  to  hasten  to  this  encampment  by 
a  forced  march,  in  order  to  protect  it  in  my  absence.  I  had  re- 
peatedly written  the  general  to  form  a  junction  with  me  as  speedUj 
as  practicable,  and  a  few  days  before  had  received  his  assurance, 
that  on  the  7th  he  \vould  join   me.     1  commenced   crossing  the 
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>ivcr  at  the  Ten  Islands,  leaving  behind  me  my  baggage  Wag^BS 
and  whatever  might  retard  my  progress ;  and  eBcamped  that  night 
within  six  miles  of  the  fort  I  had  set  out  to  relieve.  At  midnight 
J  had  received,  by  an  Indian  runner,  a  letter  from  general  White, 
infonnin^  me  that  he  had  received  my  order,  but  that  he  had 
altered  his  course,  and  was  on  his  march  backwards  to  join  major 
general  Cocke,  near  the  mouth  of  Chatuga.  I  will  not  noW  i*e- 
inark  upon  the  strangeness  of  this  manouvre  ;  but  it  was  now  too 
late  to  change  my  plan,  or  make  any  new  arrangements  ;  and 
between  3  and  4  o'clock,  I  re-commenced  my  march  to  meet  the 
enemy,  who  were  encamped  within  a  quarterof  a  milp  of  the  fort* 
At  sun-rise  we  came  within  half  a  mile  of  them,  and  having  formed 
my  men,  I  moved  on  in  battle  order.  The  infantry  were  in  three 
lines — the  militia  on  the  left,  and  the  volunteers  on  the  right.  The 
cavalry  formed  the  two  extreme  wings,  and  were  ordered  to  ad- 
vance in  a  curve,  keeping  their  rear  connected  with  the  advance 
of  their  infantry  lines,  and  enclose  the  enemy  in  a  circle.  The 
advanced  guard  whom  I  sent  forward  to  bring  on  the  engagement, 
met  tlie  attack  of  the  enemy  with  great  intrepidity  j  and  having 
poured  upon  them  four  or  five  very  galling  rounds,  tell  back  as  they 
nad  been  previously  ordered,  to  the  main  army.  The  enemy  pur- 
sued, and  the  front  line  was  now  ordered  to  advance  and  meet 
him ;  but  owing  to  some  misunderstanding,  a  few  companies  of 
militia,  who  composed  a  part  of  it,  commenced  a  retreat.  At 
this  moment  a  corps  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  lieutenant  colonel 
Dyer,  which  1  had  kept  as  a  reserve,  was  ordered  to  dismount, 
and  fill  up  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  retreat.  This  ordef 
•vas  executed  with  a  great  deal  of  promptitude  and  effect.  The 
militia,  seeing  this,  speedily  rallied  ;  and  the  fire  became  general 
along  the  front  line,  and  on  tliat  part  of  the  wings  which  was  con- 
tiguous. The  enemy,  unable  to  stand  it,  began  to  retreat ;  but 
were  met  at  every  turn,  and  repulsed  in  every  direction.  The 
rieht  wing  chased  them  with  a  most  destructive  fire  to  the  moun^ 
tains,  a  distance  of  about  three  mile^-^nd  had  I  not  been  com- 
pfdled  by  thefaiLocpas  of  the  militia  in  the  outset  of  the  battle,  to 
•lismount  my  reserve,  I  believe  not  a  man  of  them  would  have 
escaped.  The  victory  however  was  very  decisive — 290  of  the 
enemy  were  left  dead — and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  many  more 
were  Igilled  who  were  not  found.  Wherever  they  ran  they  left  be- 
hind them  traces  of  blood  ;  and  it  is  believed  that  very  few  will 
return  to  their  villages  in  as  sound  a  condition  as  they  left  them< 
I  was  compelled  to  return  to  this  place  to  protect  the  sick  and 
wounded,  and  get  my  ba^age  on. 

In  the  eno;agement  welost  15  killed  and  85  wounded— S  of  them 
have  since  died.  All  tlie  officers  acted  with  the  utmost  bravery, 
and  so  did  all  the  privates  except  that  part  of  the  militia  who  re- 
treated at  the  commencement  of  the  battle— and  they  hastened 
fo  attone  for  their  error.     Taking  the  whole  toirether,  they  hav« 
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re)i1ized  the  hidi  expectations  I  had  formed  of  then,  and  hav-% 
fairly  entitled  themselves  to  the  gratitude  of  their  country. 

ANDREW  JACKS0J6- 

Hi«  excellency  VTiS^c  Blount,  Nashville. 


CAMP,  NEAR  CORN^^UX,  November  12th,  18 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you,  that  yesterday,  while 
rear  division  of  the  army,  consisting  of  detacliments  from  the  1 
Sd,  and  4th  brigades,  and  placed  under  my  command  to  prot 
the  flotilla  from  the  enemy,  that  hung  on  our  rear,  was  under  an*^ 
in  order  to  move,  agreeably  to  your  orden?,  down  the  bank  of    zhe 
St.  Lawrence,  a  report  was  brought  to  me  from  the  rear  gu^W 
that  a  body  of  about  200  British  and  Indians  had  advanced  in^ 
the  woods  that  skirted  our  rear.     General  Swartwout,  with  the 
4th  brigade,  was  immediately  ordered  to  dislodge  them ;  general 
Covington,  with  the  3d  brigade,  at  tlie  same  time,  directed  to  6c 
within  supporting  distance.     General  Swartwout  dashed  into  the 
woods,  and  with  the  21st  infantry,  (a  part  of  his  brigade]  after  i 
short  skirmish,  drove  them  back  to  the  position  of  their  mam  body* 
Here  he  was  joined  by  general  Covington.     The  enemy  had  judi- 
ciously chosen  his  ground  among  the  ravines,  which  every  where 
intersected   the   extensive  plain,  and   discharged  a  heavy  and 
galling  fire  upon  our  advanced  columns.    No  opposition  or  obstt- 
cle,  however,  checked  their  ardour.     The  enemy  retired  for  more 
than  a  mile  before  their  resolute  and  repeated  charges.    During 
this  time,  the  detachment  of  the  Istbripide  under  colonel  Col(>t 
\yhoite  greater  distance  from  the  scene  of  action  retarded  its  irri- 
val,  rapidly  entered  the  field.     Being  directed  to  attack  the  ew- 
my's  left  ffank,  this  movement  was  promptly  and  bravely  execttlri 
amid  a  shower  of  musketry  and  shrapnell  shells.    The'  fight  M» 
became  more  stationary,  until  the  brigade  first  engaged,  having 
expended  all  their  ammunition,  were  directed  to  retire  toanicfV 
defensible  position  to  wait  for  a  re-supplv.     This  movement  W 
disconnected  the  line  as  to  render  it  expedient  for  the  first  br%M^ 
likewise  to   retire.     It  should  be  remarked,  that  tlie  artilmi 
excepting  two  pieces  under  captain  Irvine,  attached  to  the  npT 
division,  which  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  ciranMi' 
route  they  had  to  take,  were  likewise  much  retarded  in  4% 
arrival,  did  not  reach  the  ground  until   the   line,  for  wa^|& 
ammunition,  had  already  began  to  fall  back.     AVhen  thej  i 
arranged,  in  doing  which  I  was  assisted  by  the  skill  ofc 
Swift,  of  the  engineers,  their  fire  was  sure  and  destructive, 
the  artillery  was  finally  directed  to  retire,  having  tocroMj 
and  excepting:  in  one  place,  (to  artillery)  impassable  imiri|||Bi;;t| 
niece  was  unfortunately  lost.     The  fallof  its  gallant  c^mMM^ 
lieutenant  Smithy  and  most  of  his  men,  may  accoimlnl^ 
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accident    In  the  death  of  this  young  maa,  th«  amy  has  lost  9iie 
of  its  most  promising  officers. 

The  squadron  of  the  2d  regiment  of  dragoons,  under  major 
Woodford,  was  early  on  the  field,  and  much  exposed  to  the  ene- 
my's fire,  but  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  position  of  hit 
line,  did  not  admit  of  those  successfull  charges,  which  tlieir  disci- 
pline and  ardour,  under  more  favourable  circumstances,  are 
calculated  to  make.  The  reserve,  under  colonel  Upham*  and 
major  Malcolm,  did  not  arrive  from  the  boats  in  time  to  partici- 
pate in  but  a  small  part  of  the  action  ;  but  the  activity  and  %eal 
they  displayed  while  engaged,  evinced  the  benefit  that  might  have 
been  derived  from  their  earlier  assistance. 

The  whole  of  the  line  was  now  re-formed  on  the  borders  of 
those  woods  from  which  the  enemy  had  first  been  driven  ;  when, 
night  coming  on  and  the  storm  returning,  and  conceiving  that  the 
object  you  had  in  view,  which  was  to  bweat  back  the  enemy  that 
would  retard  our  junction  with  the  main  body  below,  to  have  been 
accomplished,  the  troops  were  directed  to  return  to  the  ground 
near  the  flotilla;  which  movement  was  executed  in  good  order, 
and  without  molestation  from  the  enemy. 

I  cannot  close  my  representation  of  this  battle,  without  indulg- 
ing in  a  few  remarks  upon  those  officers,  whose  conduct  whI 
give  a  character  to  the  conflict  of  this  day.  General  Covington, 
whose  readiness  to  enter  the  field  was  an  earnest  of  his  subse- 
quent activity,  received  a  mortal  wound,  while  leading  his  men 
on  to  a  successful  charge.  His  troops  still  feeling  the  effects  of 
his  gallant  example,  continued  to  advance  long  after  their  brave 
commander  had  fallen.  His  fate  will  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the 
plain  which  has  been  crimsoned  by  his  blood.  Colonel  rreston 
was  severely  wounded,  while  nobly  fighting  at  the  head  of  his 
Foment.  The  universal  sympathy  which  is  excited  by  the  hon- 
ourable misfortune  of  this  amiable  officer,  attests  tlie  estimation 
which  is  entertained  of  his  talents  as  a  soldier,  and  his  virtues  as 
a  man.  Major  Cumming,  with  whose  military  merits  and  exer- 
tions I  have  long  been  acquainted,  met  with  a  similar  fate  while 
leading  to  a  charge,  and  undiscouraged  by  the  wound  continued 
to  advance,  until  loss  of  blood  obliged  him  to  retire.  Many  pla- 
toon officers  received  disabling  or  slight  wounds  in  the  honour- 
able discharge  of  their  duty,  a  report  of  whose  names  and  merits 
I  have  directed  the  several  chiefs  of  brigades  to  make  to  me,  in 
order  that  I  may  transmit  it  to  you.  It  is  with  great  satisfaction 
1  acknowledge  my  warmest  approbation  of  the  gallantry  and 
zeal  which  was  constantly  displayed  throughout  this  eventful  day, 
by  brigadier  general  Swartwout,  and  colonel  Coles,  who  com- 
manded the  detachment  of  the  1st  brigade. 

After   the   fall   of  general  Covington,  colonel    Pierce,  on 
whom  the  command  of  the  3d  brigade  devolved,  conducted  with 

*  Colonel  Upham  was  not  in  this  action.    His  boat  had  shoved  off  and  was  . 
ten  miles  fnim  tlie  scene  of  action  wtien  the  battle  commenced.   It  wasmijor 
Malcolm  who  headed  the  reserve  and  decided  the  oonftipt 


tomrw  far  your  determination  not  to  join  the  dhlstonund^  your 
oommand  with  the  troops  under  my  immediate  orders. 

As  such  resolution  defeats  the  grand  objects  of  the  caTupaign 
in  this  quarter,  which,  before  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  were 
thought  to  be  completely  within  our  power,  no  suspicion  being 
mtertained  that  you  would  decline  the  junction  directed,  it  will 
i>blige  us  to  take  post  at  French  Mills,  on  Salmon  river,  or  in  their 
vicinity,  for  the  winter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Major  general  Hampton. 


Extract  from  the  general  order  of  general  Wilkinson,  of  JV^- 

vember  ISth,  1813. 

•'  The  troops  are  to  embark  without  loss  of  time ;  yet  are  not 
to  be  hurried  in  leaving  the  Canadian  shore,  from  whence  the 
commander  in  chief  is  compelled  to  retire  by  the  extraordinary, 
unexampled,  and,  it  appears,  unwarrantable  conduct  of  major 
general  Hampton,  in  refusing  to  join  this  army  with  a  division  of 
4,000  men  under  his  command,  agreeablv  to  positive  orders  from 
the  commander  in  chief,  and  as  he  has  been  assured  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  of  explicit  instructions  from  tlie  war  department. 

•*  Thus  deprived  of  a  large  portion  of  his  promised  lorce,  the 
commander  in  chief  feels  himself  bound  by  a  sense  of  regard  to 
this  meritorious  corps,  and  of  sacred  duty  to  the  United  States, 
to  spare  the  lives  of  brave  men,  and  not  to  hazard  the  character 
or  interest  of  the  nation,  by  an  unequal  conflict  He,  with  lively 
regret  and  the  deepest  mortification,  suspends  the  attack  on  Mon- 
treal.    But  he  assures  the  army  that  it  is  not  abandoned." 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  NEWARK,  November  15th,  1813. 

DEAR  SIR, 

Being  ordered  to  return  to  the  westward,  you  will  be  pleased 
x>  resume  the  command  which  you  received  previous  to  my  arri- 
ral  at  this  pace. 

The  orders  which  you  heretofore  have  received  will  govern  you. 
[t  will  be  necessarjT  that  you  keep  a  vigilant  eye  over  the  dis- 
iflfected  part  of  the  inhabitants,  and  I  recommend  that  vou  make 
ise  of  the  zeal,  activity,  and  local  knowledge  which  colonel 
Willcocks  certainly  possesses  to  counteract  the  machinations  of 
mr  enemy,  and  ensure  the  confidence  of  our  friends,  among:  the 
nhabitants.  It  will,  however,  I  am  persuaded,  be  your  wish,  as  it  is 
rour  duty,  to  guard  the  latter  as  much  as  possible  from  oppression. 

The  volunteers  which  were  lately  called  out  will  be  retainexl 
18  long  as  you  consider  their  services  necessary ;  the  drafted  rai- 
itia,  until  further  orders  arc  received  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 
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There  can  be  little  doubt  of  its  being  the  intention  of  lihe 
enemj  to  send  the  greater  part  of  the  troops,  which  they  have  at- 
Burliiigton  and  York,  to  Kingston,  ana  to  make  York  the 
right  of  their  line.  They  may,  however,  have  a  small  command 
at  Burlington,  and  those  may  be  so  securely  posted  as  to  render 
them  safe  from  any  desultory  expedition  you  may  set  on  foot; 
but  it  is  desirable  to  have  any  supplies  which  they  may  have 
collected  in  the  neighborhood  destroyed  ;  and  should  the  success 
below  be  not  such  as  to  promise  possession  of  the  whole  of  the 
Ujmer  Province,  mar  be  (lestroyed. 

Captains  Leonard  and  Reed,  or  either  of  them,  are  appointed  to 
muster  your  troops,  when  and  where  you  think  proper. 

In  closing  this  communication,  I  should  not  do  justice  to  my 
feelings,  if  I  were  not  to  acknowledge  the  zeal  and  talents  with 
which  you  have  managed  your  command.  Your  conduct  appears 
to  me  to  have  been  extremely  judicious  and  proper  throughout, 
and  your  troops  exhibit  a  stateof  improvement  and  subordination 
which  is  at  once  honourable  to  your  officers  and  themselves. 

I  am,  &c. 
WILLIAM  H.  HARRISON. 

brigadier  gtincral  Gcorg'e  M*Clure. 


HEAD  QUAUTERS,  FRENCH  MIL1.S,  ADJOINING  THE  PROVINCE 

OF  LOWER  CANADA,  November  16th,  181^ 

SIR. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  journal  which  accompanies  thia 
letter,  for  the  particulars  of  the  movements  of  tlie  corps  under 
myeommand,  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  will  endeavour  to  exert 
my  enfeebled  mind  to  detail  to  you  the  more  striking  and  impor- 
tant incidents  which  have  ensued  my  departure  from  Grenadier 
Island,  at  tlic  foot  of  Lake  Ontario,  on  the  3d  instant. 

The  corpi  of  the  enemy  from  Kingston,  which  followed  me, 
hung  on  my  rear,  and  in  concert  with  a  heavy  galley,  p.nd  a  few 
gun -boats,  seemed  determined  to  retard  my  progress.  I  was 
strongly  tempted  to  halt,  turn  about,  and  put  an  end  to  his 
teasing ;  but,  alas!  i  was  confined  to  my  bed  :  major  general  Lewis 
was  too  ill  for  any  active  exertion  ;  and  above  all,  T  did  not  dare 
suffer  myself  <•)  be  diverted  a  single  day  from  the  prosecution  of 
the  views  of  government.  I  had  written  major  general  Hampton 
cm  the  6th  instant  by  his  adjutant  general  colonel  King,  and  had 
ordered  him  to  form  a  junction  with  me  on  the  St.  Lawrence, 
which  I  expected  would  take  place  on  the  9th  or  10th.  It  would 
have  been  unpardonable  had  I  lost  sight  of  this  object  a  moment, 
as  1  deemed  it  of  vital  importance  to  the  issue  of  the  campaign* 

The  enemy  deserve  credit  for  their  zeal  and  intelligence,  which 
the  active  universal  hostility  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  coua- 
try  enable  them  to  employ  to  tlie  greatest  advantage.  Thus^ 
while  menaced  by  a  respectable  force  in  rear,  the  coast  was  lined 
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lUftketrjr  in  front,  at  every  critical  pass  of  the  river,  ivhicU 
^d  me  to  march  a  detacliment,  and  tliis  impeded  my  pro*- 
s. 

n  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant,  the  army  halted  a  few  m\\e» 
he  head  of  the  Longue  Saut.  in  the  morning  of  the  10th» 
inclosed  order  was  issued.  General  Brown  marched  agree- 
to  order,  and  about  noon  we  were  apprized,  by  the  report  of 
artillery,  that  he  was  engaged  some  distance  below  us.  At 
same  time  the  enemy  were  obser>'ed  in  our  rear,  and  their 
3y  and  gun-boats  approached  our  flotilla,  and  opened  a  fire  on 
which  obliged  me  to  order  a  battery  of  18  pounders  to  be 
ted,  and  a  shot  from  it  compelled  the  vessels  of  the  enemy  to 
•e,  together  with  their  troops,  after  some  firing  between  the 
inced  parties.  But  by  this  time,  in  consequence  of  disem* 
Ling  and  re -embarking  the  heavy  guns,  the  day  was  so  far 
it,  that  our  pilots  did  not  dare  enter  the  Saut,  (8  miles  a  con- 
ed rapid)  and  therefore  we  fell  down  about  two  miles  and 
e  to  for  the  niglit.  Early  the  next  morning  every  thing  was 
eadiness  for  motion  ;  but  having  received  .,  >  intelligence  from 
eral  Brown,  I  was  still  delayed,  as  sound  caution  prescribed  I 
uld  learn  the  result  of  his  affair,  before  I  committed  tlie  flotilla 
iieSaut.  At  half  past  10  o^clock  A.  M.  an  officer  of  dragoons  ^ 
ved  with  a  letter  in  which  the  general  informed  me  he  had 
:ed  the  enemy,  and  would  reach  Sie  foot  of  the  Saut  early  in 
day.  Orders  were  immediately  given  for  the  flotilla  to  sail, 
vhich  instant  the  enemy's  gun-boats  appeared,  and  began  to 
>w  shot  among  us.  Information  was  broight  me  at  the  same 
e,  from  brigadier  general  Boyd,  that  the  enemy's  troops  were 
ancin^  in  column.  I  immecTiately  sent  orders  to  him  to  attack 
m  ;  this  report  was  soon  contradicted.  Their  gun  boats  how- 
r  continued  to  scratch  us,  and  a  variety  of  reports  of  their 
veinents  and  countermovements  were  brought  to  me  in  succes- 
n  ;  which  convinced  me  of  tlieir  determination  to  har^rd  an 
ick,  when  it  could  be  done  to  the  greatest  advantage,  and 
refore  I  determined  to  anticipate  them.  Directions  were  ac- 
dingly  sent,  by  that  distinguished  oflicer  colonel  Swift,  of  the 
jineers,  to  brigadier  general  Boyil,  to  throw  the  detachment  of 
command,  assigned  to  him  in  the  order  of  the  preceding  day, 
i  composed  of  men  of  his  own,  Covington's  and  Swartwout's 
^des,  into  3  columns,  to  march  upon  the  enemy,  out-flank 
jm  if  possible,  and  take  their  artillery.  The  action  soon  after 
nmenced  with  the  advanced  bmly  of  the  enemy,  and  became 
'remely  sharp  and  galling,  and,  with  occasional  pauses,  was 
itained  with  gi'eat  vivacity,  in  open  space  an<l  fair  combat,  for 
wards  of  two  and  a  half  liours ;  the  adverse  lines  alternately 
elding  and  advancing.  It  is  impossible  to  say  with  accuracy 
at  was  our  number  on  the  field,  because  it  consisted  of  indefi- 
e  detachments  taken  from  the  boats,  to  render  safe  the  passage 
theSant.   Brigadier  generals  Covington  and  Swart^vont  volun- 
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t&rily  took  part  in  the  action,  at  the  head  of  detachments  from  tli( 
respective  brigades,  and  exhibited  the  same  courage  that  w&^- 
displayed  by  brip;adier  general  Boyd,  who  happened  to  be  tlT^ 
senior  officer  on  the  ground*  Our  force  engaged  might  have  read 
cd  16  or  1,700  men,  but  certainly  did  not  exceed  1 ,800 ;  that  of  i  ~ 
enemy  was  estimated  at  from  1,200  to  2,000,  but  did  notprobal 
amount  to  more  than  15  or  1,600,  consisting,  as  I  am  informed, 
detachments  from  the  49th,  84tli,  and  I04th  regiments  of  the  lii 
with  three  companies  of  the  Voltigeur  and  GliMigary  corps,  a^^J 
the  militia  of  tlie  country,  who  are  not  included  in  the  estimate^ 

It  would  be  presumptuous  in  me  to  attempt  to  give  you  a  det^/. 
ed  account  of  this  affair,  wliich  certainly  reflects  high  honour  on 
the  valour  of  the  American  soldier,  as  no  exanmle  can  be  produced 
of  undisciplined  men,  with  inex|>ericnced  officers,  bravmjr  a  6re 
of  two  hours  and  a  half,  without  quitting  the  field  or  yielding  to 
their  antagonists.     But,  sir,  the  information  1  now  give  youii 
derived  from  officers  of  my  confidence,  who  took  active  parts  ia 
thia  conflict;  for  though  I  was  enabled  to  order  the  attack, it  wai 
my  hard  fortune  n't  to  be  able  to  lead  the  troops  I  commanded. 
The  disease  with  which  I  was  assailed  on  the  2d  of  September, 
on  my  journey  to  Fort  George,  having,  with  a  few  short  intervals 
of  convalescence,  preyed  on  me  ever  since,  and  at  the  moment  of 
this  action  I  was  confined  to  my  bed  and  emaciated  almost  to  a 
skeleton,  unable  to  sit  on  my  horse,  or  to  move  ten  paces  without 
assistance. 

I  must,  however,  be  pardoned  for  trespassing  on  your  time  i 
few  remarks  in  relation  to  the  affair.   The  objects  of  the  Britisk 
and  American  commanders  wore  precisely  opposed;  the  last  beiif 
bound,  by  the  instructions  of  his  government  and  most  solema 
obligations  of  duty,  to  precipitate  his  descent  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
by  every  practicable  means;  because  this  being  eft'ected,  one  of  die 
greatest  ciifficulties  opposed  to  the  American  army  would  be  sur- 
mounted; and  the  first,  by  duties  equally  imperious,  to  retardf . 
and,  if  possible,  prevent  such  descent.     He  is  to  be  accoontel 
victorious  who  effected   his  purpose !     The  British  commander 
having  failed  to  gain  either  ot  his  objects,  can  lay  no  claim  toflM  . 
honours  of  the  <lay.    The  battle  fluctuated,  and  "triumph  seemed 
at  different  times,  inclined  to  the  contending  corps.     The  firorit^. 
of  the  enemy  was  at  first  forced  back  more  than  a  mile,  ndf.'^ 
though  they  never  reu:aincd  the  ground  thus  lost,  their  stand  Wli* 
permanent,  and  their  charges  resolute-   Amidst  these  charges.  W^! 
near  the  close  of  the  coTitest,  we  lost  a  field  piece  by  the  fiill  Jf" 
the  officer  who   was  serving  it  with  the  same  coolness  as  if  ML. 
had  been  at  a  parade  of  review.   This  was  lieutenant  Smitii, 

light  artillery,  who  in  point  of  merit  stood  at  the  head  of  his  j^ 

The  enemy  having  halted,  and  our  troops  being  a^in  formed 
battalion,  front  to  front,  and  the  firing  ceased  on  both  sdd^i^H 
resumed  our  position  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  infanlrf 
being  much  tatigued,  the  whole  were  re -embarked,  and  pi^NMp^ 
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eil  down  the  river  without  further  annoyance  from  the  eHemvof 
their  gun-boats,  while  the  dragoons,  with  five  pieces  of  artillery, 
inarched  down  the  Canada  shore  without  molestation! 

It  is  due  to  his  rank,  to  his  worth,  and  his  services,  that  1 
should  n)ake  particular  mention  of  brigadier  general  Codington, 
nrho  received  a  mortal  wound  directly  throu^  the  body,  whil^ 
mimating  his  men  and  leading  them  to  the  charge*  He  fell, 
irhere  he  fought,  at  the  head  of  his  men,  and  survived  out  two  days* 

The  next  morning  the  flotilla  passed  tlirough  the  Saut,  and 
joined  that  excellent  officer,  brigadier  general  Brown,  at  Bard- 
Hart's,  near  Cornwall,  where  he  had  been  instructetl  to  take  post 
uid  uait  my  arrival,  and  where  I  confidently  expected  to  hear  of 
major  general  Hampton's  arrival  on  the  opposite  shore*  But 
immediately  after  I  halted,  colonel  Atkinson,  the  inspector  gene- 
ral of  the  envision  under  major  general  Hampton,  waited  on  me 
with  a  letter  from  that  officer,  in  which,  to  my  unspeakable  morti- 
fication and  sui-prise,  he  declined  the  junction  ordered,  and  in- 
brmed  me  he  was  marching  towards  lake  Champlain,  by  way  of 
to-operatinj»  in  tlie  proposed  attack  on  Montreal  This  letter, 
together  with  a  copy  of  that  to  which  it  is  an  answer,  were  imme- 
diately submitted  to  a  council  of  war,  composed  of  my  general 
oflScers  and  the  colonel  commanding  the  elite,  tl>e  chief  engineer 
and  the  adjutant  general,  who  unanimously  gave  it  as  their  opin- 
ion, that  *<  the  attack  on  Montreal  should  be  abandoned  for  the 
present  season,  and  the  army  near  Cornwall  should  be  immediately 
crossed  to  the  American  shore  for  taking  up  winter  quarters,  and 
that  this  place  afforded  an  eligible  position  for  such  quarters.'' 

I  acquiesced  in  these  opinions,  not  from  the  shortness  of  the 
stock  of  provisions,  (which  had  been  reduced  by  the  acts  of  God) 
because  that  of  our  meat  had  been  increased  5  days,  and  our 
bread  had  been  reduced  only  two  days,  and  because  we  could,  in 
case  of  extremity,  had  lived  on  the  enemy ;  but  because  the  loss  of 
the  division  under  major  general  Hampton,  weakened  my  force  too 
sensibly  to  justify  tlie  attempt.  In  all  my  measures  and  move- 
ments of  moment,  I  have  taken  the  opinions  of  my  general  officers^ 
which  have  been  in  accord  with  my  own, 

I  remained  on  the  Canada  shore  until  the  next  day,  without 
seeing  or  hearing  from  the  **  powerful  force"  of  the  enemy  in 
our  neighborhood,  and  the  same  day  reached  this  position  with  the 
artillery  and  infantry*  The  dragoons  have  been  ordered  to  Utica 
and  its  vicinity,  and  I  expect  are  50  or  60  miles  on  tlie  march* 

You  have  under  cover  a  summary  abstract  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  alfair  of  the  11th  instant,  which  shall  soon  be 
followed  by  a  particular  return,  in  which  a  just  regard  will  be 
paid  to  individual  merits*  The  dead  rest  in  honour,  and  the 
wounded  bled  for  their  country  and  deserve  its  gratitude* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c* 

JAMSe  WILKINJ50N. 
To  the  Secretary  of  War- 
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Betum  of  tke  kilhd  and  wounded  of  a  d^achiMst  of  ttu  army  o^; 
the  United  Sllates  descending  the  8t.  Lawrence  river,  under  ih^^ 
command  of  major  general  James  fVilkinson,  in  an  action  fou^mtt 
at  fFilliamsburgft,  in  Upper  Canada,  on  the  Utft  of  JV'bi-.  181^^ 

Killed— Subalterns,  5 ;  servants,  7 ;  corporals,  3 ;  muaiciait^^ 
1;  privates,  8S  :  Total,  lOS.  WouND&D^BriEadiergeneral,  ^^ 
assistant  adjutant  general,!  ;  aid  -  de-cam  p,  1 ;  colonel,!;  major,  ^ — j 
captains,  5  ;  subalterns,  6 ;  sei^ants,  9 ;  corporals,  !3  ;  musiciac^^ 
1 ;  privates,  !9S :  Total,  237.    Total,  killed  and  wounded.  SS^., 

JWmMo/  the  Commissiontd  Officers  KiUed  and  Wounded, 
Killed— Liu  ten  ant  William  W,  Smith,  of  the  light  artUlexy,- 
David  Hunter,   !£th  infantry;    Edward  Olmstead,    l6th,   dia& 
Wounded — Brigadier  general  Leonard  Covington,  mortally,  sinu 
dead ;  major  Talbot  Chambers,  assistant  adjutant  general,  e[ight/r; 
major  Darby  Noon,  aid-de-camp  to  brigadier  general  SwartwM^ 
Blightly  ;  colonel  James  P.  Preatoii,  of  tlie  Sauinfantry,  severely, 
his  right  thigh  fractured ;  major  William  Cumnung^,  StTi  reE^mfJrf.       i 
severely ;  captain  Edmund   Foster,  9th  ditto,  sliglulj ;  capttin       j 
David  S.  Townscnd,  do,  do.   severely;  captain  Merilecai  Myen,      j 
ISthdo.  do. ;  captain  John  Campbell,  do.  do.  slightly;   capUia      j 
}ohn  P.  Murdock,  25th  do.  do. ;    lieutenant  William  S.  Heilon.       | 
l!th  do,  severely;  lieutenant  John  Williams,  13th  do.  slight];; 
lieutenant  John  Lynch,"  !4th  do.  severely ;  lieutenant  Peter  Ptl- 
ham,*  21st  do.  do.;  lieutenantjames  O.Brown,  Sjtii  do.  slightly; 
lieutenant  Archibald  E.  Crary,  do.  do.  severely,  in  the  skinniifa 
the  day  before  the  action. 

Aw.  Gia'B.  Omci,  H.  Q.  UiUtarj'  district  No.  9,  French  Mills  Nov.  IB13. 
T.  B.  WALBACK,  Mj.  Gen. 

N.  B.  Colonel  Preston  commanded  the  13th  resimenf  of  in&l- 
trr  during  the  action;  and  major  Cumniings  did  duty  with  lb 
loth  regiment  infantry  in  the  action. 


Sictraet  of  a  letter  from  general  Wilkinson,  to  the  Secrttarilit 

War,  dated  ^ 

iA 

"FRENCH  HILLS,  November  17lh,18Uib 

"  After  what  has  passed  between  us,  you  can  perhaps  conctflftj 
lDyan)a7.ement  and  chagrin  at  the  conduct  of  major  general  R^jf- 
ton.  The  game  was  in  view,  and,  had  he  performed  tlie  junctiw 
directed,  would  have  been  ours  in  eight  or  ten  days.  Bulb 
chose  to  recedt,  in  order  to  co-operate,  aixl  my  dawning '  "  " 
tod  the  hopes  and  honour  of  the  arn^  were  blasted." 

*1^keDpriKPncn. 
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COLONEL  PURDY^S  REPORT 

To  major  general  Wilkinson,  of  the  action  at  Chatau^ay^  ^'c 
transmitted  by  the  general  to  the  Secretary  of  f9^r, 

I  arrived  at  Cumberland    head  September   16th,  1813,  and 
t>n   the  18th  took  command  of  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry,  sta- 
tioned at  that  place.    The  army,  consisting  of  about  4000  men, 
Tiras  composed  principally  of  recruits  who  nad  been  but  a  short 
time  in  the  service,  and  had  not  been  exercised  with  that  ri^d 
dUsciplineso  essentially  necessary  to  constitute  the  soldier.  They 
had  indeed  been  taught  various  evolutions,  but  a  spirit  of  subordi-' 
nation  was  foreign  to  their  views.    On  the  19th,  orders  issued  for  the 
^hole  army,  except  a  squadron  of  horse  and  the  artillery  embarked, 
in  batteaux.    The  army  got  under  weigh,  preceded  by  the  light 
corps,  and  flanked  on  the  right  by  the  navy,  and  arrived  at  Chesy 
at  12  o^clock  at  night,   lay  on  their  arms,  embarked  asain  soon 
after  sun -rise  the  next  morning,  proceeded  down  the  lake  as  far 
as  Champlain,  and  up  Champlam  river  the  distance  of  four  miles, 
where  we  landed,  and  immediately  marched  to  Odletown.    The 
light  corps  who  preceded  the  other  troops  some  hours,  surprised 
and  defeated  a  ^ard  of  the  enemy  at  that  place.    We  remained 
at  Odletown  until  the  middle  of  the  next  day,*  during  which  time 
a  want  of  system  in  the  management  of  the  army  was  readily  dis- 
covered by  every  military  man,  that  led  to  apprehensions  wr  the 
safety  of  the  troops,  should  the  enemy  oppose  with  any  consider- 
able force.    The  army  returned  to  Champlain  on  the  21st,  the  22d 
to  Chesy,  and  the  day  following  commenced  the  route  to  Chatau- 
gay.     The  whole  of  this  march,  a  distance  of  more  than  70  miles, 
was  very  disagreeable :  the  officers  were  not  permitted  to  take 
with   them  the  necessaries,  much  less  the  conveniences  of  life, 
and  were  compelled  to  abandon  clothins  and  other  things  essen- 
tially necessary  to  preserve  the  body  in  nealth.    We  forbore  com- 
plaint, enduring  every  privation,  presuming  the  commanding 
officer  had   sufficient  reasons  for  his  conduct,  and  concluding  it 
was  pro  bono  publico.    The  scene  has  passed,  and  time  sufficient 
has  elapsed  to  have  discovered  those  reasons,  had  they  existed. 
None  have  been  found :  on  the  contrary,  circumstances  have  demon- 
strated that  it  was  a  useless  and  unnecessary  sacrifice  of  both  pub- 
lic and  private  property.    The  army  remained  at  Chataugay  26 
days,  and  on  the   21st  October  commenced  an  excursion  into  the 
enemy's  country.    The  first  brigade  followed  the  course  of  the 
Chataugay  river  to  Spear's,  the  distance  of  18  miles  and  upwards, 
and  there  met  the  second  brigade,  which  had  taken  a  nearer  and 
more  convenient  route.     The  march  was  very  fati^ing,  equalled 
only  by  another  that  soon  followed.   Credit  is  due  to  both  the  officers 
and  soldiers  for  their  orderly  conduct,  patience  and  perseverance, 
in  surmounting  the  incredime  obstacles  the  enemy  threw  in  their 
way.    On  the  25th,  a  difficult  fatiguing  expedition^  was  planned, 
ana  the  execution  of  it  assigned  to  the  first  brigade,  wnich  had 
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for  some  time  previous,  and  still  remained,  under  mj  commaw 
The  design  was   to  cut  off  the   retreat  of  a  body  of  the  enew- 
supposed  to  be  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  Chatau^j,  6  mi 
distance.   With  this  intention  the  first  brigade  was  ordered  ac 
the  river  at  night,  marched  silently  down,  and  re-cross  at  a 
two  miles  below  the  enemy,  and  attack  them  in  rear,  giving  a 
concerted  signal,  while  the  second  brigade  moved  down  the 
in  front    We  commenced  the  march  a<  sun -down,  and  by  sun->/7^ 
the  next  morning  had  gained  only  6  miles.     Here  we  were  dig- 
covered  by  the  enemy  and  fired  on  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.    During  that  night  we   were   repeatealy  misled  by  the 
g  iides,  who  knew  nothing  of  the  country,  having  never  been  that 
way,  and  at  the  time  we   were  attacked,  they  had  led  us  into  a 
thick  cedar  growth  or  swamp  on  the  banks  of  the  river  and  imme- 
diately opposite  the  enemy's  position,  and  knew  not  how  to  ex- 
tricate us.     Incredible  as  it  may  appear,  general  Hampton  en* 
trusted  nearly  one  half  of  his  amiy,  and  those  his  best-  tro<)p$,  to 
the  guidance  of  men,  each  of  ichom  repeatedly  assured  him  tk$t 
they  were  not  acquainted  icith  the  country,  and  were  not  competent 
to  direct  su^^h  an  ejcpedition. 

At  the  same  time  general  Hampton  told  me  he  had  a  man  bj 
the  name  of  Smith,  who  had  a  perfect  knowledo;e  of  the  countrj, 
and  whom  he  promised  to  send  me,  but  which  he  neglected  to  doi 
The  defeat  of  the  expedition  was  the  consequeiiQe  of  this  neglect 
ef  the  major  general.     About  2  o'clock,  ^^hile  receiving  an  order 
from  colonel  King,  adjutant  general,  upon  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  to  march  back  4  miles  and  tlicre  ford  the   river  and 
join  the  second  brigade,  the  enemy  made  a  furious  attack  on  tlie 
column  by  a   great  discharge  of  musketry,  accompanied  by  the 
yells  of  the  savages.     Unfortunatelv,   the  word  "  retreat,"  im 
heard,  which  for  a  short  time  spreacf  confusion  amono:  the  several 
corps.     A  sufiicicnt   nuniber,   liowever,  remained    firm,  and  titt 
enemy  was  soon  compelled  to  retire.     Towards  sun-down  i  seat 
general   Hampton  a  recjuest,   that  a   re^ment  might  be  orderel 
down  to  cover  my  landing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river;  W 
judge  my  surprise,  on  receiving  intelligence  that  he  had  reirmkit 
with  the  second  brigade,  nearly  three  miles.    Thus  was  I  dcseillt 
witliout  the  smallest  guard  to  cover  mv  landing.     To  what  caiM 
shall  it  be  attributed,  that  the  generaf  ordered  a  retreat,  and  4Mt 
too  at  the  moment  when  the  presence  of  the  second  brigade  vai 
required,  or  could   be   useful,  as  soon  afterwards  he  declmi 
"he  should  be  willing  to  compound  with  the  first  brigade  for  MO 
menJ*^    The  wounded  had  previously  been  conveyed  acrow-^ 
rafts,  which  made  a  removal  of  my  brigade  to  that  side  abaofali^ 
1y  necessary  for  their  protection.     An  attempt  was  accoc 
made,  and  a  floating  bridge  soon  constructecl  of  old  loga^ 
on  tlie  margin  of  the  river.    The  enemy  discovering  our 
sitiony  commenced  firing  from  the  opposite  side,  and  kiUed 
while  croasing*    Major  Snelling,  with  about  100  men,  *  * 
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landing,  and  joined  the  main  body.  The  remainder  of  mj  force, 
exhausted  by  the  excessive  exertions  of  the  preceding  night,  and 
weary  with  the  fatigues  of  the  day,  not  having  had  a  moment 
either  for  rest  or  refreshment,  were  compelled  to  endure  the 
privation  of  sleep  another  niglit.  We  retired  two  or  three  miles 
and  took  a  position.  At  about  1£  oVlock  the  enemy  came  up 
and  made  an  attack  upon  us,  but  were  soon  routed.  The  men  at 
this  time  were  fonned  and  lying  on  the  ground  they  were  to  oc- 
cupy, in  case  of  an  attack,  and  were  onlered  to,  and  did,  imme- 
diately rise,  seize  their  arms,  and  remain  under  them  the  residue 
of  tlie  night.  An  excessively  lieavy  rain  prevented  the  firing  both 
of  the  enemy  and  ourselves,  except  occasionally  a  single  gun  from 
the  former.  Our  troops  were  ordered  not  to  fire,  but  in  case  of  a 
repetition  of  attack  tocnarge  bayonets — this  was  accordingly  done. 
Tne  enemy  charged  several  times,  and  as  often  were  put  to  flight. 
It  is  observable  in  this  place,  that  so  greatly  were  tlie  men  over- 
powered by  fatigue,  though  in  a  situation  every  way  dangerous, 
and  in  which  they  had  every  reason  to  believe  tiiey  should  be 
sallied  upon  by  the  enemy  every  moment,  many  were  unable  to 
conquer  their  disposition  to  sleep,  and  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  officers  to  keep  them  awalce.  It  was  on  the  morning  of 
this  last  attack,  that  the  general  expressed  his  appreliensions  for 
the  first  brigade,  and  made  the  declaration  above  quoted.  The 
next  morning  we  crossed  the  river  and  joined  general  Hampton; 
on  tlie  28th  the  army  retreated  4  miles,  and  on  flie  30th  ami  31st 
marched  back  to  Chataugay.  The  troops  at  the  times  of  the  attack 
were  not  in  a  situation  to  endure  further  fatigue — and  it  is  an  in- 
dubitable fact,  that  many  of  them  were  so  debilitated  they  were 
unable  to  proceed  with  the  brigade  on  its  march  from  the  place  of 
its  last  attack,  and  actually  did  not  reach  the  main  body  until  the 
day  after  the  brigade  had  joined  it,  and  some  not  even  until  the 
anny  had  reached  the  Four  Corners  of  Chataugay. 

JSTever  to  my  knowledge,  during  our  march  into  Canada,  and 
while  ire  remained  at  the  Four  Corners,  a  term  of  twenty-si^v  days, 
did  general  Hampton  ever  send  off  a  scouting  or  reconnoitring 
farty  (excevt  in  one  or  two  cases  at  Spear^s  in  Canada,  when  he 
detached  a  Jew  dragoons  for  this  duty)  ;  nor  did  he,  from  the  time 
we  commenced  our  march  from  Cumberland  Head  to  our  arrival 
at  Flattsburgh,  ever  order  a  front  flank,  or  rearguard,  to  be  kept 
up,  though  a  great  part  of  the  time  we  were  in  situations  that 
evidently  required  it.  True  it  is,  these  guards  were  occasionally 
gent  out,  not,  however,  by  his  order,  but  by  the  orders  of  the 
officers  commanding  brigades. 

By  a  general  order,  dated  Chataugay,  November  5th,  the  gene- 
ral says  he  has  paid  the  first  attention  to  the  sick,  and  has  granted 
them  indulgences  which  createtl  murmurings  on  Uie  part  of  some 
officers  at  Sieir  posts.  It  is' only  necessary  here  to  observe,  that 
every  officer  of  5ie  army  can  testify  that  the  sick  were  very  much 
Beglectedj  aa  far  as  regards  comfortable  quaiters  and  transportit- 
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tioB,  and  tliat  tliey  were  strewed  along  the  reads  through  wW  ^ 
we  marched,  without  care  or  attendance ;  and  it  is  presumable 
many  have  died  in  consequence  of  this,  who  might  have  \> 
saved  to  themselves,  if  not  to  the  service.  The  general,  ind^ 
at  the  time  this  order  was  issued,  which  was  after  our  retur^^  f^ 
the  Four  Corners,  did  order  transportation  for  the  sick  to  Bur- 
linfffon,  but  this  is  the  only  instance  to  my  knowledge. 

The  commissary's  department  is  worthy  of  notice.    My  order 
for  provision  was  not  sufficient ;  nor   could  I  obtain  any  but  fry 
special  license  of  general  Hampton.    The  commissary  of  issuei 
has  been  constantly  in  the  habit  of  selling  the  livers,  &c.  of  the 
beeves  to  officers ;  and   though  I  represented  this   to  general 
Hampton  as  unusual  and  improper,  he  refused  to  take  any  other 
notice  of  it  than  saying,  "  the  commissary  is  accountable  for  all 
parts  of  the  beef,  even  to  a  pound  or  ounce  of  tallow:"  nor  did  he 
take  any  notice  of  another  piece  of  misconduct  of  the  commie- 
sary,  that  of  acting  in  the  capacity  of  suttler,  but  sanctioned  it  bj 
purchasing  of  him. 

The  common  practices  with  general  Hampton,  of  arresting  offi- 
cers and  releasing  them  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the 
officers  by  whom  tney  were  arrested,  (the  case  of  lieutenant  Morris, 
of  the  33d  regiment,  who  was  arrested  by  me  on  the  charge  of 
cowardice  and  misconduct  before  the  enemy,  on  tlie  26th  October, 
1813,  the  time  of  the  skirmish  with  the  enemy  at  Ormstottn,  or 
Chatau^ay  river,  being  an  instance) ;  of  refusing  to  arrest  officert 
whom  Irepoi-ted  to  him  as  having  deserted  their  posts  in  time  of 
action ;  of  daily  issuing  orders  and  countermanding  them ;  and 
of  interfering  in  an  improper  manner  with  subordinate  com* 
mands  of  the  army,  as  a  reference  to  the  orders  issued  by  h'ua 
will  show,  mark  very  strongly  the  capriciousness  of  his  conduct 
and  the  total  want  of  steadiness  in  his  intentions. 

Such  has  been  the  generaVs  conduct  on  some  occasions,  that  I 
have,  in  common  with  other  officer§,  been  induced  to  believe  thattt 
was  under  the  influence  of  a  too  free  use  of  spirituous  liquorg. 

I  must,  in  justice  to  general  Hampton,  say,  tliat  the  expeditioil 
he  planned,  and  which  1  have  called  "difficult  and  fatiguing,^  did| 
at  the  time  it  was  suggested  to  me  by  him,  meet  my  full  apuv* 
bation,  and  that  I  have  since  no  ^reason  for  changing  my  opoi* 
on  of  its  practicability  or  usefulness,  but  I  must  also  say  tnalil 
required  competent  guides,  and  these  (as  I  said  before)  he  fBh 
mised  to  furnish  me,  but  did  not. 

I  am  of  opinion  no  officer  that  has  served  under  majol*  geuffi  ' 
Hampton,  on  the  late  campaign,  can,  or  will,  contradict  thiB  sMik 
rocnt. 

1 

copy 


ROBERT  PURDY,  Col.  4^  Jbf^'^^ 
A  true  copy,  •«■* 


R.  H.  M'Phersoh, 
Captain  ^ 
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TREATMENT 
of  American  Prisoners  in  Quebec, 

t  of  a  Utter  from  captain  M'Donough^  commanding  ilie 
id  States^  naval  force  on  lake  Champlain^  to  the  Secretcvy 
*  ^'avift  dated 

«  PLATTSBURG  BAY,  November  23d,  1813. 

:ompanying  this  is  the  voluntary  statement  of  Abrahao^ 
»  who  was  pilot  of  one  of  the  sloops  taken  last  summer 
made  his  escape  from  Quebec ;  and  after  a  severe  journej 
lays,  reported  nimself  to  me  yesterday/' 

\t  of  Abraham  Walter y  pilot  of  the  United  States'  sloof 
Growler,  on  lake  Champlain,  viz. 

r  New  York,  > 
)n  County,     3  ^' 

ham  Walter,  formerly  pilot  of  the  sloop  of  war  Growler* 
Champlain,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he 
ployed  on  board  tnat  sloop  when  it  was  taken  by  the  Bri- 
June  la»t ;  that  after  the  sloops  Growler  and  Eagle  were 
ered,  tlie  prisoners,  both  officers  and  sailors,  were  takea 
lec,  where  tliey  were  immediately  confined  on  board  a  pri-. 
) ;  there  they  were  examined  by  a  public  officer  or  exa- 
and  about  eight  or  ten  of  the  prisoners  declared  to  be 
subjects  ;  these  were  immediately  separated  from  the  rest. 
t  on  board  a  man  of  war  and  sent  to  England,  to  be  tried 
son.  One  of  these  was  known  to  be  a  native  of  New 
lire  by  captain  Herrick,  of  the  New  Hampshire  volunteers, 
s  also  a  prisoner,  and  who  had  known  him  from  his  infancy 
eral  of  the  rest  were  declared  bv  others  of  their  acquain- 
>  be  native  citizens  of  the  Unitedf  States.  These  represen- 
were  unavailing  with  the  British  officers  who  commanded, 
y  were  torn  thus  from  their  companions  to  defend  them- 
igainst  the  charge  of  treason  in  England, 
residue  were  still  confined  in  their  prison  ships,  in  a  8itu« 
ore  disagreeable  tlian  can  well  be  imagined. 
!time  after,  a  number  of  British  vessels  were  wishingto  pro- 
Halifax,  the  crews  of  wliich  had  mostly  been  pressed  out  of 
fight  the  American  forces  on  the  upper  lakes,  and  neamen 
anted  to  supply  their  places.  Governor  Prevost  sent  aR 
}  general  Glascow,  who  then  commanded  there,  directing 
proceed  on  board  the  prison-ship  and  to  induce  the  prison- 
olunteer  to  man  their  fleet  for  Halifax ;  and  in  case  thcj 
to  comply,  to  force  them  on  board  for  that  purpose.  The 
tion  was  made ;  but  the  American  prisoners,  considering 
isure  unjustifiable  towards  their  own  government,  refused 
dteer,  and  were  accordin<;ly  forced  on  board  the  vessels  by 
ih  press-gang,  where  this  deponent  understood  they  had 
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mi&rters  assigned  them,  and  were  compelled  to  assist  in  navival 
British  vessels  to  Halifax,  and  afterwards  to  England,  as  »^ 
deponent  has  since  been  informed  :  and  further,  that  not  one  ^^ 
man  who  was  a  prisoner  there  was  exempted  from  this  proceetl     ^ 

And  this  deponent  further  saith,  that  in  the  bcc^inning  of      '^ 
present  month  of  November,  an  order  was  received  in  conforc: — ^j, 
to  the  prince reg;ent's  proclamation,  to  sei/.e  46  American  offi    ^^^ 
and  non-commissioned  officers,  who  were  then  prisoners  of  ^%ia/. 
and  to  imprison  them,  to  be  kept  in  close  confinement,  agree ^^/^' 
to  the  tenor  of  that  proclamatitm.     Prisoners  to  that  number,  Tnost 
of  whom  were  officers  there  on  their  parole,  many  of  them  in  i 
delicate  state  of  health,  were  immediately  put  uhder  arrest,  aiid 
marched  guarded  to  the  public  prison,  and  immured,  for  iv/iat 
fate  is  to  him  unknown.     Among  those  destined  for  close  impri- 
sonment, are  lieutenant  Smith,  then  in  a  declining  state  of  health, 
and  Dr.  James  Wood,  a  citizen  of  Champlain,  who  was  t&keo 
from  his  home  while  he  was  in  the  employment  of  the  revenue, 
but,  as  this  deponent  believes,  no  way  connected  with  the  army. 
They  were  imprisoned  on  the  5th  of  November  instant. 

This  deponent  further  saith,  that  the  enemy  has  uniforinlj  at 
that  place  treated  American  prisoners,  botli  ofticers  and  privates, 
with  extreme  rigor ;  that  some  time  since  an  American  midship- 
man and  two  masters'  mates,  merely  for  having  proceeded  on  a 
party  of  pleasure,  about  half  a  mile  beyond  the  limits  assi^ed 
them,  were  seized  and  put  into  prison,  and  kept  in  irons,  till  the 
general  imprisonment  oi  officers  and  non-commissioned  officerSt 
as  above  related,  took  place.    And  this  deponent  further  saith,  that 
all  that  was  allowed  for  the  American  prisoners  on  board  the  pri- 
son-ship, was  daily  one  pound  of  old  wormy  bread,  which  the  inha- 
bitants declared  had  been  twice  to  the  West  Indies,  and  condemn- 
ed for  spoiled  bread,  and  one  half  pound  of  exceedingly  bad  meat* 
which  in  almost  any  other  situation  would  be  absolutely  not  eataUeS 
no  liquors ;  no  soap  to  prevent  themselves  from  becoming  lousy ;  ■• 
candles     and  none  of  the  other  comforts  of  life  ;  and  that  itwal 
the  opinion  of  all  the  prisoners  that  many  of  them  had  actntUj 
starved  to  deatli,  not  being  able  to  eat  the  provisions;  and  furthcft 
that  immediately  on  the  prince  regent's  proclamation  l>einff  !•• 
ceived,  colonel  Gardner,  the  American  agent  there,  who  had  beet 
occupied  in  paying  off  the  sick  and  privates  of  the  land  serfic^ 
was  immediately  notified  by  go>ernor  Pievost,  to  consider  hinUHlf 
confined  to  the  same  limits  which  were  assigned  for  the  olficertit 
Beaufort ;  and  when  this  deponent  left  that  place,  he  was  compdt  * 
ed  to  remain  with  general  >>  iuchester  and  otliers,  and  waSMl|« 
permitted  to  visit  the  prisoners  who  were  in  distress  on  board  tip 
prison-ships,  nor  to  visit  the  town  to  negotiate  his  bills  for  AH 
relief  of  the  officers,  and  had  already  been  obliged  to  sharo  iip|||' 
little  private  money  he  had  with  him  among  them  for  their ./Ifllff:' 
porary  relief.    Tliis  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  star^oA^ClNl 
the  neighborhood  of  Quebec,  and  came  by  the  way  of  ]M|ijp4(' 
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Vermont,  and  arrived  at  this  place  two  dajs  shice ;  and  turtKA 
£his  deponent  saith  not. 

ABRAHAM  WALTEE. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  23d  day  of  November,  1813« 

HENRY  DELENY, 
One  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  and 

for  the  county  of  Clinton. 


THIRD   VICTORY  OVER  THE  CREEKS, 

FORT  ARMSTRONG,  November  24th,  1818. 

SEAR  GENERAL, 

In  mine  of  the  19th  instant,  by  major  Outlaw,  I  promised  joii 
m  more  detailed  report,  respecting  the  detachment  ordered  by  you 
to  the  Hillibee  Towns,  in  tne  Creek  nation.     In  compliance  witb 
that  promise,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  state,  that  under  your  or* 
der  of  the  1 1th  instant,  I  immediately  marched  with  the  mounted 
infantry  under  the  immediate  command  of  colonel  Burch,  the 
cavalry  under  the  command  of  major  Porter,  and  a  few  of  the  Che* 
rokee  Indians,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Morgan,  with  very 
fthort  rations  for  four  days  only.     We  continued  our  march  to 
Xiittle  Oakfuskie,  when   we  fell  in  with  and  captured  five  hostile 
Creek  warriors,  supposed  to  be  spies.    Finding  no  other  Indians 
at  that  place,  we  burned  the  town,  which  consisted  of  thirty 
houses.     We  then   proceeded  to  a  town  called  Genalgo,  and 
burned  the  same,  consisting  of  ninety -three  houses ;  thence  we 
proceeded  to  Nitty  Choptoa,  consisting  of  about  twenty-five  liouses» 
which  I  considered  it  most  prudent  not  to  destroy,  as  it  might 
possibly  be  of  use  at  some  future  period.     From  thence  we  march -> 
cd  to  the  Hillibee  Town,  consisting  of  about  twenty  houses,  ad- 
joining which  was  Grayson's  farm.    Previous  to  our  arrival  at 
that  place,  I  was  advised  that  a  party  of  the  hostile  Creeks  was 
assembled  there.     Having  marched  within  six  or  eij^ht  miles  of  it 
on  the  evening  of  the  7th,  I  dismounted  a  part  of  tiie  force  under 
mv  command,  and  sent  them  under  the  command  of  colonel  Burch^ 
with  the  Cherokecs  under  the  command  of  colonel  Morgan  in  ad- 
vance,to  surround  the  town  in  the  night,  and  make  the  attack  at  day- 
light on  the  1 8th.  Owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  the  town  waa 
not  reached  until  after  day-light ;  but  so  complete  was  the  surprise^ 
tliat  we  succeeded  in  surrounding  the  town,  and  killing  and  capture 
ing  almost  (if  not  entirely)  the  whole  of  the  hostile  Creeks  assembled 
there,  consistingof  about  316,  of  which  number  about  60  warrior^ 
were  killed  on  the  spot,  and  the  remainder  made  prisoners.  Before 
the  close  of  the  engagement,  my  whole  force  was  up  and  ready 
for  action,  had  it  become  necessary  ;  butoviing  to  the  want  of 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  of  our  approach,  they  were 
Cintirely  killed  ami  taken  before  they  could  prepare  for  any  efftK^ 

3fi  ^  ^ 


iatH  defence.    "We  lost  rot  one  drop  of  Wood  in  accentplisi -^ 

tiiU  enterprise.'     We  destroyeil   this  village,  and,  in  obedie^^g, 
to  your  orders,  commenced  our  march   for  this  post,  which         ^ 
were  unable  to  reach  until  yesterday.     I  estimate  the  diat^^^ 
from  tliis  t«  Grayion's  farm,  at  about   100  miles.     The  gn^vo^ 
over  which  we  travelled  is  so  rou^rh  and  hilly,  as  tu  render  a  py. 
sage  very  difficult.     Many  defiles  it  was  impossible  to  paas  jg 
safety,  without  tlie  greatest  precaution.     For  a  part  of  the  t/me, 
the  weather  was  so  ver^  wet,  being  encuiiibered  with   priRonen, 
and  the  troops  and  their  horses  having  to  subsist  in  a  very  gnit 
degree  upon    such  supplies  as  we  could  procure  in   the  nttinn, 
rendered  our  march  more  tardy  than  it  otherwise  would  hiTC 

The  troops  under  my  command  have  visited  the  heart  of  thit 
Section  of  the  Creek  nation,  where  the  Red  Sticks  were  first  dis- 
tributed. 

Injustice  to  this  gallant  band,  I  am  proud  to  state,  thatdie 
whole  of  the  officers  and  men  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Burch,  performed  their  duty  cheerfully  and  without  compliiat; 
that  from  the  cool,  orderly  and  prompt  manner  in  which  major 
Porter  and  the  cavalry  under  his  command,  formed  and  conducted 
themselves  in  every  case  of  alarm,  I  had  the  highest  confidence 
in  them  ;  colonel  Morgan  and  the  Cherokees  under  his  commiDdi 
gave  undeniable  evidence  that  they  merit  the  employ  of  their  >o- 
verament.  In  short,  sir,  the  whole  detachment  under  my  con- 
nand,  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  me  to  assure  jh 
that  they  are  capable  of  perfumung  any  tiling  to  which  the  same 
number  of  men  are  ei^ual. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  (o  add.  that  Mr.  M'Corrv.  «  ho  acted  a 
my  aid  in  this  expedition,  rendered  services  lliat  lo  me  wm 
indispensable,  to  his  country  very  useful,  and  to  himself  higjd/ 
honourable. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  WHITE,  Brisodhr  ^fwreL 
HsJDT  ^nenlJotiD  Cuckc. 


Bxtractofa  letter  from  major  ^Piiernl  tFitkiason  to  the  SeertttU 
of  ffar,  dated  ^ 

"FRENCH  »nLLS,  November  SJlli,  1811^ 

"Ihavehad  the  honourtoreceive  your  letter  yl"  ilie  lothinsi*^  ' 
from  Albany,  and  hope  my  despatches  have  reached  you  wk 
left  this  on  the  irth.  ^   , 

"With  respect  to  the  unfortunate  issue  of  tlie  canipaign.T 
disclaim  the  shadow  of  blame,  because  t  know  I  li:i\e  done  nj 
duty,  and  more  than  my  duty,  and  so  do  those  with  whutn  I  hate 
acted.     J\t  general  Htmpton's  outrage  ofevergitrirndpU^at- 


^trdtnaHan  ami  dUeipline  may  be  Oiicribed  the  failure  of  th$ 
"tMon^  and  that  I  have  not  jet  arrested  him  must  be  attributed  to 
mjr  respect  for  you,  and  mj  desire  that  the  arrest  should  proceed 
from  the  highest  authority ;  for  if  this  act  be  suffered  to  pass  unno- 
-Heed  ami  unpunished,  it  will  establish  a  precedent  to  justify 
disobedience  and  subvert  those  obli<rations  oi  blind  obedience,  on 

hich  the  efficiency  of  military  institutions  exclusively  depend. 

**  After  our  losses  by  deaths,  desertions,  and  discharges  since. 
left  Sackett's  Harbor,  I  think  we  shall  not  be  able  to  show  yoa 
more  than  6000  men  at  this  point,  exclusive  of  the  dragoons  who 
liave  been  ordered  to  Greenbush  and  Pittsfield  for  convenience^ 
and  economy." 


FOURTH  VICTORY  OVER  THE  CREEKS. 

CAMP,  WEST  CHATAHOUCHIE,  December  4th,  1813; 

I  have  the  honour  to  communicate  to  your  excellency  an  ac- 
count of  an  action  fought  on  the  29th  ultimo  on  the  Talapoosia 
iriver,  between  part  of  the  force  under  my  command,  and  a  large 
IxMlyofthe  Creek  Indians. 

Having  received  information  that  a  number  of  the  hostile  Indi- 
ans were  assembled  at  Autossee,  a  town  on  the  southern  bank  of 
the  Talapoosie,  about  18  miles  from  the  Hickory  Ground,  and  20 
above  the  junction  of  that  river  with  the  Coosa,  I  proceeded  to 
its  attack  with  950  of  the  Georgia  militia,  accompanied  by  between 
3  and  400  friendly  Indians.     Having  encamped  within  nine  or 
ten  miles  of  the  point  of  destination  the  preceding  evening,  we 
resumed  the  march  a  few  minutes  before  one  on  the  morning  of 
the  29th,  and  at  half  past  six,  were  tormed  for  action  in  front 
of  tlie  town. 

Booth's  battalion  composed  the  right  column,  and  marched  from 
its  centre.  Watson's  battalion  coniposed  the  left,  and  marched 
from  its  right.  Adams's  rifle  company  and  Meriwether's  under 
lieutenant  Hendon,  were  on  the  flanks.  Captain  Thomas's  artil- 
lery marched  in  front  of  the  right  column  in  the  road. 

it  was  my  intention  to  have  completely  surrounded  the  enemy 
by  appaying  the  right  wing  of  my 'force  on  Canleebee  creek,  at 
the  moutli  of  which  I  was  informed  the  town  stood,  and  resting 
the  left  on  the  river  bank  below  the  town,  but  to  our  surprise,  as 
the  day  dawned,  we  perceived  a  second  town  about  500  yards 
below  tliat  which  we  had  first  viewed  and  were  preparing  to 
attack.  The  plan  was  immediately  changed :  three  companies  of 
infantry  on  tlie  left  were  wheeled  into  ecnellon,  and  advanced  to 
the  lower  town  accompanied  by  Meriwether's  rifle  company  and 
two  troops  of  light  dragoons  und^r  the  command  of  captaxna 
Irwin  and  Steele. 


The  residue  of  the  force  approached  the  upper  town,  and  the 
battle  soon  became  s^cneral.  The  Indians  presented  themselvea 
at  every  point,  and  fought  witli  the  desperate  bravery  of  real  fa- 
natics. The  well  directed  fire,  however,  of  the  artillery,  added 
to  the  charge  of  the  bayonet,  sooa  forced  them  to  take  refuge  in 
the  out  houses,  thickets  and  copses  in  rear  of  the  town  ;  many  it 
is  believed  concealed  themselves  in  caves,  previously  formed  for 
the  purpose  of  secure  retreat  in  the  high  bluff  of  th*  river,  which 
was  thickly  covered  with  reed  and  brush  wood.  The  1  ndians  of 
the  friendly  party,  who  accompanied  us  on  the  expedition,  were 
divided  into  four  companies,  and  placed  under  the  command  of 
leaders  x)f  their  selection.  They  were,  by  engagement  entered 
into  the  day  previous,  to  have  crossed  the  river  above  the  town 
and  been  posted  on  the  o])posite  shore  during  the  action,  for  the 
purpose  01  firing  on  such  of  the  enemy  as  mij^ht  attempt  to  escape, 
or  Keep  in  check  any  reinforcement  whicti  might  probably  be 
thrown  in  from  the  neighboring  town  ;  but  owing  to  the  difficulty 
of  the  ford  and  the  coldness  of  the  weather,  and  the  lateness  of 
the  hour,  this  arrangement  failed,  and  their  leaders  were  directed 
to  cross  Canleebee  creek  and  occupy  that  flank,  to  prevent  es- 
capes from  the  Tallassee  town.  8ome  time  after  the  action  com* 
menced,  our  red  friends  thronged  in  disorder  in  the  rear  of  our- 
lines.  The  Cowetaws  under  >l<lntosh,  and  Tookaubatchians  un«- 
der  Mad  Dog^s  son,  fell  in  on  our  flanks,  and  fouglit  with 
intrepidity  worthy  of  any  troops. 

At  9  o'clock  the  enemy  was  completely  driven  from  the  pIaiiL_ii 
and  the  houses  of  both  towns  wrapped  in  flames.     As  we  w< 
then  60  miles  from  any  depot  of  provisions,  and  our  five  da^ 
rations  pretty  much  reduced,  in  the  heart  of  an  enemy's  count 
which  in  a  few  moments  could  have  poured  from  its  numei 
towns  hosts  of  the  fiercest  warriors,  as  soon  as  the  dead 
wounded  were  properly  disposed  of,  I  ordered  the  place  to 
abandoned,  and  the  troops  to  conmience  their  marcn  to  Chata- 
houchie. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  the  strength  of  the  enemy  ;  bat  froB 
the  information  of  some  of  the  chiefs,  which  it  is  said  caa  be 
relied  on,  there  were  assembled  at  Autossee  wamors  from  tiftU 
towns,  for   its  defence,  it  being  their  beloved  ground,  on  which 
^hey  proclaimed  no  white  man  could  approach  without  inevitahk 
destruction.     It  is  difficult  to  give  a  precise  account  of  the  Ion  df 
the  enemy  ;  but  from  the  number  which  were  lying  scattered  OW 
the  field,  together  with  those  destroyed  in  the  towns,  and  the  many 
slain  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  which  respectable  officers  afim 
they  saw  lying  in  heaps  at  the  water's  edge,  where  they  had  ben 
precipitated  by  their  surviving  friends,  their  loss  in  killed,  indb* 
pendent  of  their  wounded,  must  have  been  at  least  200»  (avMi^| 
whom  were  the  Autossee  and  Tallassee  kings)  and  from  tilie  dir* 
cumstance  of  their  making  no  efforts  to  molest  our  return* 
bly  greater.    The  number  of  buildings  burnt,  some  of  a  n 
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rder  for  the  dwellings  of  savases,  and  filled  with  valuable  articles, 
•  supposed  to  be  400. 

Aujutant  general  Newman  rendered  important  services  during 
ie  action,  by  his  cool  and  deliberate  courage.  My  aid,  major 
Irawford,  discharged  with  promptitude  tlie  duties  of  a  brave  and 
leritorious  officer.  Major  Pace,  who  acted  as  field  aid,  also 
istin^uished  himself;  both  these  gentlemen  had  tiieir  horses 
lot  under  them,  and  the  latter  lost  his.  Doctor  Williamson, 
[»s pi tal  surgeon,  and  doctor  Ciopton,  were  prompt  and  attentive 
I  tne  discharge  of  tlieir  duty  towards  tlie  wounded  during  th^ 
3tion. 

Major  Freeman,  at  the  head  of  Irwin's  troop  of  cavalry,  and 
art  of  Steele's,  made  a  furious  and  successful  chaise  upon  a 
od  y  of  Indians,  sabred  several  and  completely  defeated  tnem  : 
aptain  Thomas  and  his  company,  captain  Adams  and  lieutenant 
lendon'^s  rifle  companies  killea  a  great  many  Indians,  and  de- 
erve  particular  praise.  Captain  Barton's  company  was  in  the 
ottest  of  the  battle,  and  fought  like  soldiers.  Captain  Myrick, 
aptain  Little,  captain  Kin^,  captain  Broadnax,  captain  Cleveland, 
aptain  Joseph  T.  Cunningham,  and  captain  Lee,  with  their 
ompanies,  distinguished  themselves.  Brigadier  general  Shackle- 
orcl  was  of  great  service  in  bringing  the  troops  into  action ;  and 
;djutant  Broadnax,  and  major  Montgomery,  who  acted  as  assist- 
ant adjutant,  showed  great  activity  and  courage.  Major  Booth 
ised  his  best  endeavors  in  bringing  his  battalion  to  action,  and 
najor  Watson's  battalion  acted  with  considerable  spirit  Irwin's, 
Patterson's,  and  Steele's  troops  of  cavalry,  whenever  an  opportu- 
lity  presented,  charged  with  success.  Lieutenant  Strong  had 
lis  horse  shot  and  narrowly  escaped,  and  auarter  master  Fennell 
iisplayed  the  greatest  heroism,  and  miraculously  escaped,  though 
maly  wounded,  after  having  his  horse  shot  from  under  hinu 
Ilie  topographical  engineer  was  vigilant  in  his  endeavours  to 
render  service. 

The  troops  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  their  fortitude  lu 
enduring  hunger,  cold,  and  fatigue,  without  a  murmur,  having 
inarched  120  miles  in  7  daySi^ 

Tlie  friendly  Indians  lost  several  killed  and  wounded,  the 
number  not  exactly  known.  Captain  Barton,  an  active  and  intel- 
ligent officer,  (the  bearer  of  these  despatches)  can  more  particu- 
larly explain  to  your  excellency  the  conduct,  movements,  and 
operations  of  tlie  army. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  FLOYD,  B,  G. 

Major  g^encnd  Pinckney. 

tLilled  and  wounded  in  the  action  on  the  29th  of  J^Tovemb^,  1 813. 
Total  killed,  11 ;  wounded,  54. 
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iSMract  of  a  letter  from  brigadier  general  Ixardto  mmjor  generid 

Wilkinson,  dated 

"  PLATTSBURG,  December  6th,  1813. 

"  There  is  an  unavoidable  delay  in  the  returns  of  the  regiments 
ttf  this  division,  proceeding  from  the  extreme  inexperience  of  the 
officers  of  all  grades,  now  with  them  ;  almost  every  efficient 
officer  is  either  sick,  or  was  furloughed  by  major  general  Hamp- 
ton at  the  moment  of  his  own  departure  :  those  that  remain  are 
barely  enough  to  perform  the  routine  of  duty  in  this  cautoa- 
ment." 


Bactract  of  a  letter  from  general  JFilkinson  to  the  Secretary  of 

War,  dated 

MALONE,  December  8th,  1813. 

*'  Tlie  unavoidable  delay  of  the  express  (as  no  reliance  can  b^ 
placed  in  the  mail  from  this  place)  enables  me  to  send  you 
the  copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Izard,  dated  the  6th  instant, 
which  exhibits  additional  expositions  o£  the  pernicious  and  un* 
warrantable  conduct  of  major  general  Hampton.  I  will  not  charge 
this  man  with  traitorous  designs,  but  I  apprehend,  in  any  other 
government,  a  uiilitary  officer  who  first  defeated  the  object  of  a 
rampaii^n  by  disobedience  of  orders,  and  tlien,  without  authority, 
furloughed  all  the  efficient  officers  of  the  division  he  commanded 
on  a  national  frontier,  in  the  vicinity  of  an  enemy,  would  incur 
heavy  penalties.*' 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 

HEAD  QtAUTEHS,  FORTNIAGAKA,  December  12tb,  1813. 

Captain  Leonard  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  have  a  proportion  of 
hand  grenades  in  the  different  block  houses,  and  give  uirectioBS 
to  the  officers  of  the  infantry  where  they  should  be  posted  with 
their  men,  in  case  of  an  attack ;  and  should  they  not  be  able  to 
maintain  the  outworks,  to  repair  to  the  block  and  mess  houses  ; 
and  have  every  thing  arranged  in  such  a  manner  as  though  h^ 
expected  an  inunediate  attack. 

Much  is  expected  of  captain  Leonard,  from  his  long  experienco 
and  knowledge  of  duty  ;  and  the  general  feels  confident  he  wUl 
be  well  supported  by  lieutenant  Loomas,  of  the  artillery,  as  wdl 
as  the  olUcors  of  the  infantry. 

By  order  of  brigadier  general  George  M*Clure. 

DONALD  FRAS£R, 
Lieutenant  I5th  U.  S.  Inf.  ^'  Vol.  d.de  Cmi^^^ 
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ADDRESS  OP  GENERAL  M^CLtJRE; 

IRj  the  iiUiabitants  of  ^iagara^  Genesee  and  Chataugay, 

The  present  crisis  is  truly  alai'ining.  The  enemy  are  prepariB^; 
to  invade  your  frontier,  and  let  their  savages  loose  upon  your 
families  and  propertj^.  It  is  now  in  your  power  to  avoid  tliat  evil, 
by  repairing  to  Lewistown,  Schlosser  and  Buffalo.  Every  mam 
who  is  able  to  bear  arms  is  not  only  invited  but  reauired  to  repair 
to  the  above  rallying  points,  for  a  few  days,  until  a  detachment 
of  militia  arrives.  The  enemy  are  now  faying  waste  their  own 
country;  every  man  who  does  not  take  up  arms,  or  who  are  dis-' 
posed  to  remain  neutral,  are  inhumanly  butchered,  their  property 
plundered,  and  their  buildings  destroyed.  Information  lias  just 
been  received  that  six  or  eiglit  of  their  most  respectable  inhabi- 
tants, between  Queenston  and  Fort  George,  have  fallen  victims  to 
their  barbarity.  Every  man  in  the  province  is  required  to  take  up 
arms,  and  he  that  refuses  is  wantonly  butchered.  What  then, 
fellow  citizens,  have  you  to  expect  from  such  an  enemy,  should 
they  invade  your  frontier  ?  Think  of  the  consequences ;  be  not 
lulled  into  a  belief,  that  because  you  reside  a  few  miles  from  the 
river,  that  you  are  secure :  No,  fellow  citizens,  the  place  to 
meet  them  is  on  the  beach.  Then  you  will  have  it  in  your  powe^ 
to  chastise  them  ;  but  should  they  be  suffered  to  penetrate  into 
the  interior  with  their  ravages,  the  scene  will  be  horrid  ! 

If,  then,  you  love  your  country  and  are  determined  to  defend 
its  rights ;  ii  you  love  your  families,  and  are  determined  to  pro- 
tect uiem ;  if  you  value  your  property,  and  are  determined  to 
preserve  it,  you  will  fly  to  arms  and  hasten  to  meet  the  enemy, 
should  they  dare  to  set  foot  on  our  shores. 

Since  tlie  above  was  prepared,  1  have  received  intelligence  from 
a  credible  inhabitant  irom  Canada,  (who  has  just  escaped  from 
thence)  that  the  enemy  are  concentrating  all  their  forces  and 
boats  at  Fort  George,  and  have  fixed  upon  to-monow  nighf  for 
attacking.  Fort  Niagara;  and  should  they  succeed,  they  will  lay 
waste  our  whole  frontier.  In  that  case,  our  supply  of  arms,  whicn 
are  deposited  at  Fort  Niagara,  will  be  cut  off.  Therefore  all  who 
have  arms,  accoutrements  or  ammunition,  will  d(»  well  to  bring 
tiiem,  and  all  who  have  horses  will  come  mounted. 

GEORGE  M*CL17RE, 

Brigadier  general  commanding  ^*iagar  a  frontier,    » 
H£AD  QuABTEBs,  BuTFALO,  Dccembcr  18th,  1810. 


Extract   of  a  letter  from  commodore  Stephen  Decatur  to  tJu 

Secretary  of  the  J^Tavy. 

NEW  LONDON,  December  20ili,  1813. 

"  Some  few  nights  since,  the  weather  promised  an  opj>oi*tunity 
tor  this  squadron  to  get  to  se<'i,  and  it  was  said  on  stiore  that  w6 


intended  to  make  the  attempt.  In  the  course  of  the  eveniog  tw^; 
blue  lights  wore  burnt  on  both  the  points  at  the  harbour^s  mouth  as 
signals  to  the  enemv,  and  there  is  not  a  doubt,  but  that  ther 
have,  by  signals  an(f  otherwise,  instantaneous  information  of  oor 
movements.  Great  but  unsuccessful  exertions  have  been  made 
to  detect  those  who  communicate  with  the  enomj  by  signal.  The 
editor  of  the  New  lA)ndon  Gazette,  to  alarm  them,  and  in  a 
hope  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  these  signals,  stated  in  that 
newspaper,  that  tl»ey  had  been  observed,  and  ventured  to  denounce 
those  w  no  had  made  them  in  animated  and  indignant  terms.  The 
consequence  is,  that  he  has  incurred  the  express  censure  of  some 
of  his  neighbours.  Notwithstanding  these  signals  have  been  re- 
peated and  have  been  seen  by  twenty  persons  at  least  in  this 
aquadron,  there  are  men  in  New  London  who  have  the  hardihood 
to  aftect  to  disbelieve  it,  and  the  eftrontcry  to  avow  tlicir  disbelieC 

"  I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  STEPHEN  DECATUR.* 

Honourable  AViHiiim  Joncii,  Sccrctan-  of  tlie  Nav/. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  BUFF.VLO,  December  22<L  181S. 

SIR, 

I  regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  announcing  to  you  the 
mortifying  intelligence  of  the  loss  of  Fort  Niagara.  On  thf 
morning  of  the  19th  instant,  about  four  o'clock,  the  enemv  cross- 
ed the  river  at  the  Five  Mile  Meadows  in  great  force,  consisting  of 
regulars  Jind  Indians,  who  made  their  way  undiscovered  to  the  garri* 
8on,which,  from  the  moht  correct  information  [  can  collect,  was  com- 
pletely surprised.  Our  men  were  nearly  ail  asleep  in  their  tents; 
the  enemy  rushed  in  and  commenced  a  most  horrible  slaughter. 
Such  as  escaped  the  fury  of  the  first  onset,  retired  to  tlie  oM 
messhouse,  where  they  kept  up  a  destructive  fire  on  the  enemj, 
until  a  want  of  ammunition  compelled  them  to  surrender.  Al- 
though our  force  was  very  inferior  and  comparatively  small  indeed, 
I  am  induced  to  tJiink  that  tlie  disaster  is  not  attributable  to  mnj 
leant  of  troops^  but  to  ^ross  neglect  in  the  commandinff  officer^ 
the  fort,  captain  Leonard,  in  not  preparing,  being  ready,  aw 
looking  out  for  tlie  expected  attack. 

1  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  correctly  the  number  of  kilM 
and  wounded.  About  twenty  regulars  have  csc«')ped  out  of  As 
fort,  some  badly  wounded.  Lieutenant  Peck,  24th  reg:iineDt»  ii 
killed,  and  it  is  said  tiiree  others.  You  will  perceive,  sir,  bj  " 
enclosed  general  ordei*s,  that  I  apprehended  an  attack,  and 


the  necessary  arrangements  to  meet  it,  but  have  reason  to  beliai^ 
from  iufonnation  received  by  tliose  who  have  made  tiheir  os^^Z 
that  the  commandant  did  not  in  any  respect  comply  witit.' 
oi-ders 


08» 

On  the  same  morning  a  detachment  of  militia,  under  tAaJof 
Bennet,  stationed  at  Lewiston  Heidi t8,  was  attacked  by  a  [>art7 
of  savages :  but  the  major  and  his  Tittle  corps,  bj  making  a  des« 
perate  charge^  eifecteu  their  retreat  after  being  surrounded  by 
several  hundred,  with  the  loss  of  six  or  eight,  who  doubtless  were 
killed;  amone  whom  were  two  sons  of  captain  Jones,  Indian  in- 
terpreter. The  villages  of  Vouugstown,  Lewiston,  Manchester^ 
anci  the  Indian  Tuscarora  village,  were  reduced  to  ashes,  and 
the  inoffensive  inhabitants  who  could  not  escape,  were,  without 
res:ard  to  age  or  sex,  inhumanly  butchered  by  savages  headed  by 
BfilTISH  officers  painted,  A  British  officer  who  is  taken  prison- 
er avows  t*aat  many  small  children  were  murdered  by  their 
Indians*  Major  Mallory,  who  was  stationed  at  Schlosser,  with 
mbout  forty  Canadian  volunteers,  advanced  to  Lewiston  Heights, 
and  compelled  the  advanced  guard  of  the  enemy  to  fall  back  to 
the  foot  of  the  mountain.  The  major  is  a  meritorious  officer  ;  he 
fousht  the  enemy  two  days,  and  contended  every  inch  of  ground 
to  Uie  Tonawanta  creek.  In  these  actions  lieutenant  Lowe  of  the 
2Sd  regiment  United  States  army,  and  ei^lit  of  tlie  Canadian  vo- 
lunteers were  killed.  1  had  mvself,  three  days  previous  to  the  at- 
tack on  the  Niagara,  left  it  with  a  view  of  providing  for  the  defence 
of  this  place.  Black  Rock,  and  the  other  villages  on  this  frontier* 
I  came  nere  without  troops,  and  have  called  out  the  militia  of 
Genesee,  Niagara,  and  Cnataugay  counties  en  masse* 

This  place  was  then  thought  to  be  in  most  imminent  danger,  as 
well  as  the  shipping,  but  I  have  no  doubt  is  now  perfectly  secure. 
Volunteers  are  coming  in,  in  great  numbers ;  they  are,  however, 
a  species  of  troops  that  cannot  be  expected  to  continue  in  ser\'ice 
for  a  long  time.  In  a  few  days  one  thousand  detached  militia, 
lately  drmed,  will  be  on. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

GEORGE  M«CLURE, 
Brigadier  general  commanding* 

Honourable  John  Annstrong,  Secretary  of  War. 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  NIAGARA  FRONTIER, 

December  30th,  181S. 

SIR, 

I  have  only  time  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jout  letter  ot 
the  S5th  instant,  and  to  add  that  this  frontier  is  wholly  desolate. 
The  British  crossed  over,  supported  by  a  strong  party  of  Indians, 
at  a  little  before  daylight  this  morning,  near  Black  Rock.  Thej 
were  met  by  the  militia  under  my  command  with  spirit ;  but 
overpoweredT  by  numbers  and  discipline  of  the  enemy,  the  militia 
^ve  way  and  fled  on  every  side ;  every  attempt  to  rally  them  was 
ineffectual.  The  enemy's  purpose  was  obtamed,  and  the  flou- 
rishinp  villayre  of  BUFFALO  LAID  IN  RUINS.  The  Niafi:arm 
aspect  01  uniting  our  forces,  ot  driving  thi 


firontier  now  lies  open  and  naked  to  our  enemies.    Vour  judgment 

will  direct  >ou  what  is  most  proper  in   this  emergency.     1  am 

exhausted  with  fati^e  and  must  defer  particulars  till  to-morrow. 

Many  valuable  lives  are  lost. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

A.  HALL,  Major  generaL 
Governor  Tompkins. 


GENERAL  MCLURE  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

GENESEE,  NEW.  YORK,  January  1st,  18U, 

Tlie  late  descent  of  the  enemy  on  our  frontier,  and  the  horrid 
outrages  committed  on  our  defenceless  inhabitants  by  the  British 
allies,  being  laid  to  my  misconduct  as  commanding  officer  of  the 
American  forces  on  the  frontier,  and  although  my  conduct  has 
been  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  commander  in  chief  of 
this  state,  and  by  general  Harrison,  before  his  departure,  still 
I  deem  it  a  duty  which  1  owe  to  my  own  reputation,  in  order  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  evil  reports  which  are  propagated  against  me, 
without  knowing  my  orders,  or  the  means  which  I  had  in  mj 
power  to  execute  them,  to  give  a  brief  statement  of  my  most  pro- 
minent acts  since  1  have  had  the  honour  of  so  important  a  command. 
On  my  arrival  at  Fort  George,  and  previous  to  the  departure  of 
general  Wilkinson  with  his  army  from  that  post,  I  suggested  to 
the  general  the  necessity  of  marching  out  against  the  enemy  at 
Cross  Roads  and  Four  Mile  Creek  ;  tliat  his  army,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  mv  militia,  were  sufficient  to  take  or  destrov  all  tlie  British 
forces' in  that  neig)ibourhood,  which  would  leave  nothinjr;  more  for 
the  militia  to  do  than  to  j  rotecl  and  keep  in  order  the  inhabitants 
of  that  part  of  the  province,  as  otlierwise  our  frontier  would  be 
liable  to  be  invaded.  This  proposition,  however,  Avas  not  agreed 
to,  as  the  general's  instructions  were  of  a  dift'erent  nature.  The 
general  leu  with  me  colonel  Scotland  800  regulars,  who  were  to 
remain  until  1  considered  my  forte  sufficient  to  hold  the  fort  with- 
out them,  when  they  w  ere  to  march  to  Sackett's  Harbour. 

About  the  12th  of  October,  the  British  army  commenced  their 
retreat  towards  the  head  of  the  lake.  1  issued  orders  for  my 
militia  to  pursue,  which  was  promptly  obeyed.  We  advanced  as 
far  as  tlie  Twelve  Mile  Creek,  and  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
enemy's  rear  guaril,  when  ( olonel  Scott  sent  an  express,  request- 
ing me  to  return,  and  said  that  he  would  abandon  the  fort  next 
day,  and  march  with  his  troops  for  Sackett's  Harbour ;  and  at  the 
same  time  detained  my  provisions  and  ammunition  wagons,  which 
compelled  me  to  abandon  the  further  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and 
induced  them  to  make  a  stand  on  the  heights  of  Burlington.  I 
■was  then  left  with  about  1000  effective  militia  in  Fort  George,  and 
250  Indians,  a  force  not  more  than  sufficient  to  garrison  the  post* 
On  the  aiTival  of  general  Hanison's  army,  1  was  elated  with  the. 
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in«^on,  taking  posi^ession  of  that  post,  and  giving  peace  to  the 
Upper  Province  and  our  frontier.     We  were  prepared  to  march 
n  24  hours,  when  the  arrival  of  comiuodoreChauncej  with  orders 
br  that  excellent  officer,  general  Harrison,  to  repair  imiuediateij 
vith  his  army  to  Sackett's  Harbour,  frustrated  it.   I  remonstrated 
Lgainst  his^oing  off,  as  will  be  seen  in  a  correspondence  between 
he  general  and  myself;  but  in  vain.    By  this  movement  all  my 
sxpectations  were  blasted,  and  I  foresaw  the  consenuences,  unless 
i    reinforcement  was  immediately  sent  on  to  supply  the  place  of 
Jic  drafted  militia  whose  term  of  service  would  shortly  expire.     I 
ronsidered  my  force,   which  had  become  ungovernable,   as  then 
nsufficient  to  go  against  the  enemy.    The  object  of  the  last  cxpe- 
lition  to  tlie  Twenty  Mile  Creek,  is  fully  explained  in  the  general 
jrder  which  I  issued  on  my  return.    For  six  weeks  before  the 
oiilitia  were  discharged,  I  wrote,  and  continued  writing,  to  tlm 
Secretary  of  War,  the  necessity  of  sending  on  a  detachment  of 
militia  or  regular  troops  ;  that  I  found  it  impossible  to  retain  the. 
militia  in  service  one  day  beyond  their  term ;  I  also  stated,  from 
the  best  information,  the  enemy's  forces.     I  offered  a  bounty  of 
two  dollars  per  month,  for  one  or  two  months,  but  without  eaect. 
Some  few  of  colonel  Bloom's  regiment  took  the  bounty,  and  tmwie- 
diateltf  disappeared,  and  I  was  compelled  to  grant  a  discharge  to 
the  militia  and  volunteers,  which  left  me  about  60  effective  regulars 
of  the  24th  United  States  infantry,  under  captain  Rogers,  to  garri- 
son Fort  George.  I  summoned  a  council  of  tiie  officers,  and  put  the 
question—-"  Is  the  fort  tenable  with  the  present  number  of  men  ?'* 
They  unanimously  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  it  would  be  mad- 
ness' in  the  extreme  to  pretend  to  hold  it,  and  recommended  its 
evacuation  immediately,  as  the  enemy's  advance  was  then  witliin 
eij^t  miles.     I  accordingly  gave  orders  for  all  the  arms,  ammuni- 
tion and  public  stores,  of  every  description,  to  be  sent  across  the 
river,  which  was  principally  effected  (though  tlie  enemy  advanced 
so  rapidly  that  ten  of  my  men  were  made  prisoners)  and  ordered 
the  town  of  Newark  to  be  burnt.     This  act,  however  distressing 
to  the  inhabitants  and  my  feelings,  was  by  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  I  believe  at  the  same  time  proper.     The  inliabitants 
had  twelve  hours  notice  to  remove  their  effects,  and  such  as  chose 
to  come  across  tlie  river  were  provided  with  all  tl  e  necessaries  of 
life.     I  left  captain  Leonard  in  the  command  of  Fort  Niagara, 
with  about  160  effective  regulars,  and  pointed  out  verbally,  and 
particularly  in  a  general  order,  how  he  should  prepare  for  an  attack, 
which  would  certainly  take  place.     I  stationed  colonel  Grieves's 
artillerists,  consisting  of  about  twenty  men,   with  two  pieces  of 
artillerv,  at  Lewiston,  under  the  command  of  major  Bennet,  and 
made  tnem  a  present  of  400  dollars  for  volunteering  their  services 
three  weeks ;  but  before  that  place  was  attacked  they  nearlu  all 
deserted,  except  tlie  officers,  who  bravely  defended  themselves, 
and  cut  their  way  through  the  savages.    The  Canadian  volunteers^ 
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about  40  in  number,  under  major  Mallory,  an  oflieer  of  mat 
merit,  I  stationed  at  Sell Io8ser»  and  went  myself  to  BuSuo  to 
provide  for  the  safety  of  that  place,  and  Black  Rock,  whidi  I 
-trust  is  out  of  danger,  having  called  out  tlie  militia  of  Niagara  «i 
mtisse. 

The  public  are  now  in  possession  of  some  of  the  leading  facts 
which  nave  governed  my  conduct  m  the  discharge  of  tlie  trust 
assigned  me,  and  I  appeal  to  the  candour  of  every  dispassionate 
man  to  determine  with  what  justice  my  feelings  as  a  citizen,  and 
pnde  as  a  soldier,  have  been  wounded,  and  my  character  aspersed* 
If  insubordination  to  the  orders  of  superiors  are  justifiable,  I  may 
have  failed  in  my  defence.  If  to  have  suppressed  the  risinffs  of 
mutiny  is  reprehensible,  then  also  am  I  not  justified.  If  to  havo 
enforced  the  disciplinary  laws  of  a  camp  is  a  proceeding  unwar- 
ranted, then  have  I  been  in  error.  But,  fellow  citizens,  I  do  not 
think  so  ineanl^  of  you  as  to  credit  the  monstrous  supposition, 
that  you  will  deliberately  advocate  such  strange  hypothesis.  Your 
prejudices  against  me  have  been  the  result  of  feehngs  misled  by 
the  acts  of  my  enemies,  and  not  the  result  of  your  sober  judgpnent, 
operating  upon  facts  and  principles.  Those  facts  are  now  oefore 
you.  On  those  facts  judge  me  in  your  candour,  and  I  will  abide 
your  decision. 

GEORGE  M'CLURE. 


Captain  Shaler,  of  the  privateer  governor  Tompkins^  to  his  agents 

in  JWir  J  or  A*,  dated 

AT  SEA,  January  1st,  1814. 

Two  days  after  despatching  the  Nereid  I  took  a  whaleman,  from 
London,  bound  for  the  South  seas ;  but  she  being  of  no  value  I 
took  out  such  stores,  &c.  as  I  could  stow ;  and  being  much 
{umbered  with  prisoners  and  baggage,  I  put  them  on  board  and 
ordered  her  for  Falmouth. 

The  chasing  this  ship  had  taken  me  some  distance  off  my 
ground,  and,  owing  to  calms,  I  could  not  regain  it  until  the  25th 
ultimo,  when  at  sun -rise  three  sail  were  discovered  ahead,  and 
we  made  sail  in  chase.  The  wind  being  light,  we  came  slowly 
up  with  them.  On  a  nearer  approach  they  proved  to  be  two  ships 
and  a  brig.  One  of  the  ships  had  all  the  a[)pearance  of  a  large 
transport;  and  from  their  manouvres,  tliey  appeared  to  have 
concerted  measures  for  a  mutual  defence ;  and  the  large  ship  ap- 
peared prepared  to  take  the  bulk  of  an  action.  Boats  were  seen 
passing  to  and  from  her ;  she  had  boarding  nettings  almost  up  to 
ner  tops ;  she  also  had  her  topmast  studding  sail  booms  out,  with 
the  sails  at  their  ends,  ready  for  a  running  fight.  Her  ports  ap- 
peared to  be  pointed,  and  she  had  something  on  deck  resembling 
a  merchantman's  boat;  and,  after  all,  wliat  the  deuce  do  you 
think  she  was  ?    Why  have  a  little  patience  and  I  will  tell  you. 
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Lt  S  P.  M.  a  sudden  squall  struck  us  from  the  northward,  and 
ship  not  yet  having  received  it,  before  1  could  get  in  our  light 
8,  and  almost  before  I  could  turn  round,  I  was  under  the  guns, 
of  a  transport,  but  of  a  large  frigate,  and  not  more  than 
-third  of  a  mile  from  her.  1  immediately  hauled  down  En- 
h  colors,  which  I  previously  had  up,  set  three  American  cn- 
18,  trimmed  our  sails  by  the  wind,  and  commenced  a  brisk 
from  our  little  battery ;  but  this  was  returned  with  \voef;il 
rest.  Her  first  broad  side  killed  two  men,  and  wounded  six 
srs,  two  of  whom  severely,  one  since  dead.  It  also  blew  up 
of  my  salt  boxes,  with  two  nine  pound  cartridge^.  This  coin- 
dcated  fire  to  a  number  of  pistols,  and  three  tube  boxes  that 
e  lying  on  the  companion  way ;  all  of  which  exploded,  and 
le  of  tlie  tubes  penetrated  through  a  small  crevice  under  the 
ipanion  leaf,  and  found  their  way  to  the  cabin  floor ;  but  tiiat 
ig  wet,  and  the  fire  screen  broken  up,  no  further  accident  took 
:e. 

"his,  together  with  the  tremendous  fire  fro;n  the  frigate,  I  as- 
5  you,  made  warm  work  on  the  Tompkins's  quarter  deck;  but 
iks  to  her  lieels,  and  tlie  exertions  of  my  brave  olficers  and 
¥,  I  have  still  the  command  of  her.  \Vhen  she  opcricil  her 
upon  me,  it  was  about  half  past  three.  1  was  theii  a  liitle 
rt  ner  beam.  To  have  attempted  to  tack,  in  a  hard  squall, 
lid  at  least  have  exposed  me  to  a  raking  fire ;  and  to  have 
mpt^^d  it  and  miss  would  have  been  attended  with  the  incvi- 
e  loss  of  the  schooner.  I  therefore  thought  it  most  prudent 
ake  her  fire  on  tlie  tack  on  which  I  was ;  and  this  1  was 
osed  to  from  the  position  which  I  have  mentioned  until  i  pass- 
ler  bow ;  she  all  the  while  standing  on  witli  me,  and  almost 
iast  as  ourselves;  and  such  a  tune  as  was  played  round  my 
J,  I  assure  you,  I  never  wish  to  hear  again  m  the  same  Afy. 
4  her  shot  began  to  fall  short  of  us;  at  half  past  four,  the  wind 
igaway,  and  the  enemy  still  holding  it,  his  stiot  again  began 
each  us ;  got  out  sweeps,  and  turned  all  hands  to.  I  also 
>w  over  all  the  lumber  from  the  deck,  and  about  '2000  weight 
hot  from  the  after  hold.  From  about  5,  A.  M.  all  his  shot  tell 
rt  of  us.  At  about  25  minutes  after  5,  the  enemy  hove  about, 
I  I  was  glad  to  get  so  well  clear  of  one  of  the  most  quarrelsiime 
ipanions  that  I  ever  met  with.  After  the  first  broadside  from 
irigate,  no  shot  struck  the  hull  of  the  Tompkins ;  but  the 
er  was  literally  in  a  foam  all  around  her.  The  moment  before 
squall  struck  us,  I  told  Mr.  Farnum  that  she  was  too  heavy 
IS,  and  he  went  forward  with  a  glass  to  taki;  aiii>ther  look ; 
m  the  squall  took  the  schooner  as  if  by  magic,  and  >v'as  up  with 
before  we  could  get  in  our  light  sails. 

tfy  officers  conducted  themselves  in  a  way  tiiat  would  have 
.e  honour  to  a  more  permanent  service:  Sir.  Farnum,  iivi^ 
.tenant)  conducted  himself  with  his  usual  vigor.   Mr.  Acheson, 
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sailing  master,  performed  his  part  in  the  style  of  a  brave  anA 
accomplished  seaman.  Messrs.  Miller  and  Dodd,  second  and 
tliird  lieutenants,  Avere  not  so  immediately  under  mv  eve;  hot  ^ 
the  precision  and  promptitude  with  which  all  my  orders  were  5 
executed,  is  sufficient  proof  that  they  are  to  be  relied  on.  Mr^^ 
Thomas,  boatswain, and  Mr.  Caswell, masters  mate,  were  parti — 
oularly  active,  and  deserve  encourao;ement. 

The  name  of  one  of  my  poor  fellows,  who  was  killed,  ou»ht  tc^ 
be  registered  on  the  boolc  of  fame,  and  remembered  with  rever 
ence  as  lon^  as  bravery  is  considered  a  virtue.     He  was  a  blac 
man,  named  John  Johnson,     A  24  pound  shot  struck  him  in  th 
hip,  and  took  away  all  the  lower  part  of  his  body.     In  this  stat 
the  poor  brave  fellow  lay  on  deck,  and  several  times  exclaim 
U}  his  shipmates,  "  Fire  away  mi/  boys  I — ^'hhaiU  a  color  doicnJ*^ 
The  other  was  also  a  black  man  by  the  name  of  John  Davis,  an</ 
was  struck  in  much  the  same  way.     He  fell  near  me,  and  seven/ 
times  requested  to  be  thrown  overboard,  saying,  "  He  teas  only  in 
the  icay  of  others.'^     Whilst  America  has  such  tars,  she  has  little 
to  fear  from  the  tyrants  of  Europe. 

From  the  circumstance  of  her  shot  being  24  pounders,  (which 
I  assure  you  is  the  case,  as  we  have  felt  and  weighed  them)  I  am 
of  opinion  it  was  the  Laurel,  a  new  frigate  which  I  had  information 
of.  A  genileman  whom  1  took,  told  me  she  was  in  the  fleet;  that 
s'ne  was  built  and  manned  on  purpose  to  cope  with  our  frigates; 
and  that  if  she  got  sight  of  me,  she  would  certainly  take  me,  as  she 
was  the  fastest  sailer  he  ever  saw.  Enclosed  you  have  a  list  of 
the  killed  and  wounded.  In  every  thing  else  we  are  in  good 
erder  and  high  spirits. 

Yours  respectfully, 

NATHA'SlEL  SHALERr 

Killed  2.     Wounded  6 ;  one  of  whom  since  dead. 


POUT  CLAinOUNE,  EAST  BANK  OF  ALABAMA, 

85  miles  above  Fort  Stoddcrt,  January  1st,  iSlit 

SIK, 

On  the  loth  ultimo,  1  marched  a  detachment  from  this 
with  the  view  of  destroying:  tlie  towns  of  the  inimical  Creek  1 
on  tliG  Alabama,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Cahaba.     After 
marched  about  80  miles,  from  the  best  information  I  could 
I  was  within  thirty  miles  of  a  town,  newly  erected  on 
called  Holy,  occupied  by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy,  um, 
command  of  Weatherford,  the  half  breed  chief,  who  was 
those  who  commanded  the  Indians  tliat  destroyed  the  j 
Miii'.«,  in  August  last,  and  who  has  committed  many  de 
<m  the  frontier  inhabitants.     1  immediately  caused  a  S 
be  erected  for  the  security  of  the  heavy  baggage  and 
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Ifae  morning  of  the  22d  the  troops  resumed  their  line  of  md!rch 
chiefly  through  woods,  witliout  a  track  to  guide  them.  Wheu 
near  tlie  town,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  my  disposition  for 
ittack  was  made.  The  troops  advanced  in  three  columns.  AVith 
tlie  centre  column  I  advanced  myself,  ordering  Lester's  guanU 
md  Wells's  troop  of  dragoons  to  act  as  a  corps  of  reserve.  About 
lOon  the  right  column,  composed  of  twelve  months'  volun- 
:eers,  commanded  by  colonel  Joseph  Carson,  came  in  view  of  the 
:own  called  Eccanachaca  (or  Holy  Ground),  and  was  immediately 
^i^rously  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who  were  apprized  of  our 
ipproach,  and  had  chosen  their  fiefd  of  action. 

before  the  centre,  commanded  by  lieutenant  colonel  Russell, 
BTith  a  part  of  the  3d  regiment  of  United  States'  infantry  and 
nountea  militia  riflemen,  or  the  left  column,  which  wascompi>sed 
if  militia  and  a  party  of  Choctaws,  under  Pushamuttaha,  com- 
nanded  by  major  Smoot,  of  militia,  who  were  ordered  to  charge, 
:ould  come  generally  into  action,  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  and 
^ere  flyin»  in  all  directions,  many  of  tliem  casting  away  their 
uins.  Thu'ty  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and,  judo;ing  from  every" 
ippearance,  many  were  wounded.  The  loss  on  our  part  was  one 
corporal  killed,  and  one  ensign,  two  sergeants,  one  corporal  and 
two  privates  wounded. 

A  pursuit  was  immediately  ordered  ;  but  from  the  nature  of 
the  country,  nothing  was  eft'ected.  The  town  was  nearly  sur- 
rounded by  swamps  and  deep  ravines,  which  rendered  our  ap- 
proach difiicult,  and  facilitatea  the  escape  of  the  enemy.  In  the 
town  we  found  a  large  quantity  of  provision  and  immense  pro- 
perty of  various  kinds,  which  the  eneniy,  flying  precipitately, 
were  obliged  to  leave  behind,  and  which,  together  with  two  hun- 
dred houses,  were  destroyed.  They  had  barely  time  to  remove 
their  women  and  children  across  the  Alabama,  which  nins  near 
where  the  town  stood.  The  next  day  was  occupied  in  destroying 
a  town,  consisting  of  sixty  houses,  eight  miles  higher  up  the  ri\er, 
and  in  taking  and  destroying  the  enemy's  boats.  At  tlie  town 
last  destroyed  was  killed  three  Indians  of  some  distinction.  The 
town  first  destroyed  was  built  since  the  ccnnniencement  of  hosti- 
lities, and  was  established  as  a  place  of  security  for  the  inhabi- 
tauts  of  several  villages.  The  leader  Wcatherford,  Francis,  and 
the  Choctaw  Sinquistur's  son,  who  were  ]>rincipal  prophets,  resi- 
ded here.     Three  Shawanese  were  among  the  slain. 

Colonel  Carson, of  the  volunteers,  lieutenant  colonel  Russi^ll,  of 
the  3d  regiment  United  States'  infantry,  and  major  Smoot,  of  the 
militia,  greatly  distinguished  thenis»'lves.  The  activity  and  zeal 
of  the  assistant  deputy  quarter  iiia.;»ter  general,  captain  VVert,  and 
my  brigade  major,  Kennedy^  merit  the  approbation  of  government. 
I  was  much  indebted  to  my  aid-de-camp,  lieutenant  Calvit,  of 
Tolunteers,  to  lieutenant  Robeson,  of  the  3d  regiment,  and  major 
Caller,  of  militia,  wh^  acted  as  my  aids  on  that  day,  for  the 
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p«>mptnc?!»  snd  abilitv  wilh  which  tliey  performed  their  several 
duties.  The  officers  of  ihe  ditlerent  corps  behaved  handsomel;^, 
and  are  entitled  to  distinction.  Courage  animated  every  counte- 
nance, and  each  vied  willi  the  other  in  rendering  service. 

I  have  taken  ihc  lilierfy  of  communicating  to  juu  directly,  in  , 
consoc[Uciice  of  the  distant  staliim  ot  the  general  commandins  the  ^ 
district,  and  also  fur  the  purpose  of  forwarding  to  you  the  encrosed..M 
original  document  which  was  found  in  the  house  of  Weatherfoid-,^ 
It  shows  particularly  tlie  conduct  of  the  Spaniards  towards  th^ 
American  ^oiernment.     The  third  regiment  has  returned  to  thi'9 

Iilace,  and  volunteers  are  on  the  march  to  mount  Vernon,  ne«r 
Oft  Stoddert,  for  the  purpose  of  being  paid  oR*  and  discharged, 
their  temia  of  service  having  generally  expired. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

FERD.  L.  CLAIBORNE. 

Brig.  Gen.  of  Voluntem. 
Honourable  John  Arnwtrong'. 


CAMP  DE^A^'CE,  «  MILES  WEST  OF  CHATAHOUCHEB. 
January  27lJi,  ISU. 
8IF. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  eTcellency,  thattltisnun- 
ingat  twenty  minutes  jiast  live  o'clock,  a  very  large  body  of  !»••• 
tile  Indians',  made  a  desperate  attack  on  the  army  under  b; 
command.  'I'liey  stole  upon  the  sentinels,  fired  u)>uii  tliem,  mi 
with  great  impetuosity  rushed  uiMn  our  lines;  in  tweu'y  nuDula 
ti)e  action  became  general,  anu  our  front,  right  and  left  flanki 
were  closely  (tressed  ;  bu(  the  brave  and  gallant  conduct  of  the 
field  and  lineuUiccrs,  and  the  lirmiiessof  themeu,  repclletl  thus 
at  every  point. 

Tl;e  steady  firmness  and  incessant  fire  of  captain  Thomas'* 
artillery,  aiiu  captain  Adams's rifienien,  preserved  our  front  line: 
hoth  uf  thene  companies  auffered  greatly-  The  enemy  nishcd 
within  fifty  yaiils  uf  the  artillery,  and  captain  liroaUnai,  win 
commnndcil  one  of  the  picket  guards,  maintained  his  post  iril^ 
gre;)t  bravery  until  the  enemy  gained  his  rear,  and  then  catlut 
wiiy  tbiough  them  to  the  army.  On  this  occasion  TimpoocUc 
Burnuel,  u  half-breed,  at  the  head  of  the  Uchies,  distinguiaind 
himselj  and  contributed  to  die  retreat  of  the  picket  guani;  the 
oilier  t'riendh  Indians  took  refuge  within  our  lines  and  roniaiini 
inactive,  wiili  the  exception  of  a  fiw  who  joined  our  ranks.  8b 
HMm  as  it  became  light  enough  to  distinguish  obiecls,  1  ordntd 
majors  \\  atson's  and  Freeninn's  battalions  to  wheel  up  at  ri|jkl 
angles  with  majors  IJoolh's  and  Cleveland's  battalions,  [who  fcrii- 
cd  light  wing,)  to  prepare  for  the  charge.  Captain  Duke  lUnU- 
ton's  cavalry  (who  had  reached  me  but  tlic  day  before,)  wu  Or- 
dered to  form  in  tlic  rear  of  the  rig^it  wing  to  act  as  cl 
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ould  dictate :  the  order  for  the  charge  was  promptly  obeyed^ 
d  the  enemy  fled  in  every  direction  before  tne  bayonet.  The 
pial  was  given  for  the  charge  of  the  cavalry  who  pursued,  and 
tired  fifteen  of  the  enemy  who  left  thirty-seven  deaa  on  the  field : 
»iTi  the  effusion  of  blood  and  the  number  of  head-dresses  and 
ir-dubs  found  in  various  directions,  their  loss  must  have  been 
nsiderable,  independent  of  the  wounded.  I  directed  the  friend- 
Indians,  with  Menwether's  and  Ford's  rifle  companies,  accom- 
nied  by  captain  Hamilton's  troop,  to  pursue  them  through  Cali- 
e  Swamp,  where  they  were  trailed  by  their  blood,  but  succeeded 
overtaking  but  one  of  their  wounded. 

Colonel  New  man  received  three  balls  in  the  commencement  of 
e  action,  which  deprived  me  of  the  services  of  that  gallant  and 
eful  officer.  The  assistant  adjutant  general  Narden,  wasinde- 
tigable  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  rendered  important 
rviccs  :  his  horse  was  wounded  under  him.  The  whole  of  the 
stflT  was  prompt,  and  discharged  their  duty  with  courage  and 
ielity ;  their  vigilance,  the  intrepidity  of  the  oflicers^  and  the 
inness  of  the  men,  meet  my  approbation,  and  deserve  the  praise 
their  country.  I  iiave  to  regret  the  death  of  many  of  my 
ave  tellows,  who  have  found  honourable  graves  in  the  voluntary 
pport  of  their  country.  My  aid-de-camp,  in  executing  my  orders, 
id  his  horse  killed  under  him.  General  Lee  and  major  Pace, 
ho  acted  as  additional  aids,  rendered  me  essential  service  with 
iDOur  to  themselves  and  usefulness  to  the  cause  in  which  they 
e  embarked.  Four  wason  and  several  other  horses  were  killed, 
id  two  of  the  artillery  horses  wounded.  While  I  deplore  the 
38  sustained  on  tliis  occasion,  I  have  the  consolation  to  know 
at  tlie  men  which  I  have  the  honour  to  command  have  done  their 
ity.    I  herewith  transmit  you  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wound. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  FLOYD,  Brigadier  General. 

LJor  general  Pmckncy. 


January  28t]i,  1814. 

[H, 

The  patriotism  that  brought  you  into  tlie  field  at  your  ad- 
inced  age,  which  prompted  you  on  with  me  to  face  the  enemy  in 
e  late  excursion  to  the  Tafapoosie  river,  the  example  of  order, 
id  your  admonition  to  strict  subordination  througliout  the  lines, 
id,  lastly,  the  bravery  you  displayed  in  tlie  battle  of  Enotochopco, 
'  re-crossing  the  creek,  entenng  the  pursuit,  exposing  your  per- 
n,  and  thereby  saving  the  life  of  lieutenant  Moss,  and  killing 
e  Indian,  entitle  you  to  the  thanks  of  your  general  and  the 
^probation  of  your  country.  Not  having  it  in  my  power  to  move 
rwai'd  until  the  troops  from  East  and  West  Tennessee  arrive, 
mean  the  1500  ordered  for  six  months'  service,  under  the  re- 
lisition  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  late  order  of  general 
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Pinckner,  with  colonel  Willianis's  regiment,  and  such  other  auii 
liary  troops,  as  may  be  permitted  by  the  orders  of  the  governor o 
theVtate)  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  forthwith  repair  to  Eas 
Tennessee,  and  use  your  best  exertions  in  hurrying  those  troOf^^ 
to  this  point  at  the   earliest  possible  day.     Thecharacter  of  th^^ 
state,   by   the    retrograde    of    the  troops,   and  •  the    failure    ^^ 
having  in  the  field  such  troops  as  were  required  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  had  like  to  have  been  tarnished.     The  public  service h^ 
been  much   retarded  thereby  and   much  injured,  and  the  pubL^^ 
expense  much  enhanced,     ft  is  alone  from  the  exertions  of  ni^ji 
of  influence,  that  those  evils  can  be  cured,  the  public  ser>*c^ 
promoted,  and  the  objects  of  the  campaign   brought  to  a  speetij 
and  successful  issue,  whereby  the  high  standing  of  the  patriotis/n 
of  the  state  of  Tennessee  may  be  regained,  which  had  like  to 
have  been  buried  by  the  conduct  of  miscreants  whose  sole  object 
is  popular  views  and  self  aggrandizement.     You  have  been  wth 
me — ^you  have  been   a  faithful  observer   of  the   passing  scenes, 
and  do   know  that  these  would  be  patriots,   these  town  m^' 
in^   boasters,  these  men    who  will  not  act  themselves,  but  find 
fault  with  every  thing,  have  been  destroying  the  true  interests  0/ 
their  cmintrtf,  the  cause  we  are  engaged  in,  and  every  thing  valw- 
ble  to  freemen  to  insure  the  cause  of  our  country,  when  it  came 
in  contact  with  their  own  individual  views,  and  their  own  pntaU 
aggrandizement.   The  eyes  of  the  faithful  and  experienced  patri- 
ot, one  whose  country's  good  it  has  in  common  with  his  fellow-citi- 
xeus,  has  seen  and  felt  these  growing  evils.     You  are  one  amoDpt 
this  number,  in  whose  exertions  I  have  confidence,  and  in  www 
patriotism  1  rely,  and  who  has  experience,  and  sees  things  as  they 
really  exist,  and  will,  with  the  true  patriotism  of  an  AmcneaDf 
aid  tne  present  campaign  to  a  speedy  and  successful  issue,   i 
therefore  repeat,  that  1  wish  you  to  repair  to  East  Tennessee  w 
use  your  utmost  in  sending  on  the  troops  and  sufficient  suppto^ 
provisions  with  tliem,  with  which  that  country  abundantly  abfliMW 
and  which  have  from  some  unknown  and  strange  cause  been  wiftr 
holden  from  me.   Your  experience  and  patriotism  are  a  sure  p^V 
to  me  that  your  best  exertions  will  be  used  to  promote  the  piftM* 
campaign.  --n* 

Receive,  sir,  my  best  wishes,  and  believe  me  to  be  respecTOQi 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  _= 

ANDREW  JACKSON,  Maj.  Oevu  OHpp^ 
Colonel  William  Cocke.  •  " 


HEAD  QUARTERS    FORT  STROTHER,  Januaiy  29tilv  ttV^'. 

SIR,  .'.'SM 

I  had  the  honour  of  informing;  you  in  a  letter  of  the  Sll 
warded  by  Mr.  M'Candless  (express)  of  an  excursion  I 
cd  making  still  further  in  the  enemy's  country  with  ' 


^.■S 


kolunteers  from  Tennessee.  I  had  ordered  those  troops  to  form  a 
junction  with  me  on  the  10th  instant,  but  thej  did  not  arrive  until 
t]ie  14th.  Their  number,  including  officers,  was  about  800;  and 
jn  the  loth,  I  marched  them  across  the  river  to  graze  their  horsea. 
On  the  next  day  I  followed  with  tlie  remainder  of  my  force,  con- 
MS  ting  ol  the  artillery  company  with  one  six-pounder,  one  com- 
pany of  infantry  of  48  men,  two  companies  ofspies,  commanded 
3j  captains  Gordon  and  Russell,  of  about  30  men  each,  and  a 
company  of  volunteer  officers,  headed  by  general  Coffee,  who  had 
been  abandoned  by  his  men,  and  who  still  remained  in  the  field 
awaitin«5the  order  of  the  government ;  making  my  force,  exclusive 
of  Indians,  930. 

The  motives  which  induced  me  to  penetrate  still  further  into 
the  enemy's  country,  with  this  force,  were  many  and  urgent.  The 
term  of  service  of  the  new  raised  volunteers  was  short,  and  a  con- 
siderable part  of  it  was  expired ;  they  were  expensive  to  tlie 
government,  and  were  full  of  ardor  to  meet  the  enemy.  The  ill 
effects  of  keeping  soldiers  of  this  description  long  stationary  and 
idle,  I  had  been  made  to  feel  but  too  sensibly  already :  other 
causes  concurred  to  make  such  a  movement  not  only  justifiable 
but  absolutely  necessary.  1  had  received  a  letter  Irom  (aptain 
M'Alpin,  of  the  5th  instant,  who  commanded  at  Fort  Armstrong, 
in  the  absence  of  colonel  Snodgrass,  informing  me  that  14  or  15 
towns  of  the  enemy,  situated  on  the  waters  of  the  Talapoosie, 
"were  about  uniting  their  forces,  and  attacking  that  place,  which 
had  been  left  in  a  very  feeble  state  of  defence.  You  had  in  your 
letter  of  the  24th  ult.  informed  me  that  general  Floyd  was  about 
to  make  a  movement  to  the  Talapoosie,  near  its  junction  with  the 
Coosee  ;  and  in  the  same  letter  had  recommended  temporary  ex- 
cursions against  such  of  the  enemy's  towns  or  settlements  as  might 
be  witliin  striking  distance,  as  well  to  prevent  my  men  from  be- 
coming discontented  as  to  harass  the  enemy.  Your  ideas  corres- 
ponded exactly  with  my  own,  and  I  was  happy  in  the  opportunity 
of  keeping  my  men  engaged  distressing  the  enemy,  and  at  the 
same  time  making  a  diversion  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  general 
Floyd. 

Determined  by  these  and  other  considerations,  I  took  up  the 
line  of  marcii  on  the  17th  instant,  and  on  the  nisht  of  the  18th 
encamped  at  Talledega  Fort,  where  1  was  joined  by  between  two 
and  tliree  hundred  friendly  Indians ;  sixty-five  of  which  were 
Cherokces,  the  balance  Creeks.  Here  I  received  your  letter  of 
the  9th  instant,  stating  that  general  Floyd  was  expected  to  make 
a  movement  from  Cowetau  the  next  day,  and  that  in  ten  days 
thereafter  he  would  establish  a  firm  position  at  Tuckabachee  ;  and 
also  a  letter  from  colonel  Snodgrass,  who  had  returned  to  Fort 
Armstrong,  informing  me  that  an  attack  was  intended  to  be  soon 
made  on  that  fort,  by  900  of  the  enemy.  It  1  could  have  hesitated 
before,  I  could  now  hesitate  no  longer.  I  resolved  to  lose  no  time 
in  mcetinji!:  this  force,  which  was  understood  to  have  been  collect- 


ed  fromNcir  YoTcmi,  Oakfuskee,  and  TTfauler  (owns,  Uid  wer^s? 
concentrated  inabendof  theTalapoosicnedrthemouth  ofacreebA 
called  Emuckfau,  and  on  an  island  below  New  Yurcau. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20ih,  jour  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  for— - 
warded  b^  M'Candless,  reached  me  at  the  Hillibec  Creek,  aniEz 
that  night  I  encamped  at  F^notochopco,  a  small  Hillibee  villag^H 
about  twelve  miles  from  Emucfau.     Here  I  began  to  perceive  ver^w 
i»lainlv  how  little  knowledge  mv  spies  bad  of  the  country,  of  th^« 
aituation  »f  the  enemy,  or  of  tlie  aistance  1  was  from  them.   Th^E 
insubordination  of  the  new  troops,  and  the  want  of  skill  in  mos.  t 
of  their  oflicers,  also  became  moie  and  more  apparent.     But  thel  «- 
ardor  to  meet  the  enemy  was  not  diminished  ;  and  1  had  a  sur« 
reliance  upon  the  guards,  and  the  company  of  old  volunteer  oB- 
cers,  and  upon  the  spies,  in  all  about  135.     My  wishes  and  my 
duty  remained  united,  and  1  was  determined  toelTuct,  if  possible, 
the  objects  for  which  the  excursion  had  been  principally  underti- 
ken. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  I  marched  from  Enotochapco  U 
direct  as  I  could  Tor  the  bend  of  the  Talapoosie,  and  about  two 
o'clock  P.  M.  my  spies  having  discovered  two  of  the  enemy,  en- 
deavoured to  overtake  them,  but  failed.     In  the  evening  1  fell  io 
upon  a  large  trail,  which  led  to  a  new  road,  much  beaten  and  late- 
ly travelled.     Knowing  tliat  1  must  have  arrived  within  the  neigh- 
murhood  of  a  strong  force,  and  it  being  late  in  the  day,  I  deler- 
minsd  to  encamp,   and  reconnoitre  the  country  in  the  niglit.    I 
chose  the  best  site  the  country  would  admit,  encamped  in  a  hol- 
low square,  sent  out  my  spies  and  pickets,  doubled  my  sentinels, 
and   made  the   necessary  arrangements  before  dark,    fur  a  night 
attack.     About  ten  o'clock  at  night,  one  of  the  pickets  fired  at 
three  of  the  enemy,  and  killed  one,  but  he  u  as  not  found  until  the 
nest  day.    At  ll'o'clock  the  spies  whom  I  had  sent  out  returned 
with  inlormation,  that  there  was  a  large  encampment  of  Indians  at 
the  distance  of  about  three  miles,  who  from  their  whooping  aad  ■ 
dancing  seemed  to  be  apprisetl  of  our  approach.     One  of  then.  - 
spies,  an  Indian  in  whom  1  had  great  contidence.  assured  me  th«t  > 
they  were  carrying  nfl'  their  women  and  children,  and  that  tht  t 
warriors  would  either  make  their  escape  or  attack  nie  before  day. 
Being  prepared  at  all  points,  nothing  remained  to  be  dime  but  Ut  . 
await  tlieir  approach,  if  they  meditated  an  attack,  or  to  be  in  rea-  4 
dinesB,  if  they  did  nut,  to  pursue  and  attack  them  ai  day-ligbitr« 
AVhile  we  were  in  this  state  of  readiness,  the  enemy,  alraat  ait  j 
o'clock  in  the  niurning,  commenced  a  vigorous  attack  on  nij  left  4 
tiank,  which  was  vigorously  met:  the  action  continue^!  to  rogeoB 
ray  left  flank,  and  on  the  left  of  my  rear  for  about  hall  au  boufr  < 
The  brave  general  CuETee,  with  colonel  Sitler,  ilie  adjutant  gem- 
ral,  and  colonel  Carroll,  the  inspector  general,  the  itiunicnt  the  .4 
firingcommenced,  mounted  tlieir  horses  and  reuairecl  to  iJie  line,    j 
encouraging  and  animating  the  men  to  the  performance  of  their  ■ 
duty.     So  soon  as  it  became  light  enough  to  pursue,  tlie  left  WUCbj 
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having  sustainecl  the  lieat  of  the  action,  and  being  somewhat  weak  - 
ened,  was  reinforced  by  captain  Ferrill's  company  of  infantry, 
and  was  ordered  and  led  on  to  the  charge  by  general  Coffee,  wlio 
was  well  supported  by  colonel  Higgins  and  the  inspector  general, 
and  by  all  tne  officers  and  privates  who  composed  tliat  line.  The 
enemy  was  completely  routed  at  every  point,  and  the  friendly 
Indians  joining  in  the  pursuit,  they  were  chased  about  two  miles 
with  considcraDle  slaughter. 

The  chase  being  over,  I  immediately  detached  general  Coffee 
with  400  men  and  all  the  Indian  force  to  burn  their  encampment; 
but  it  was  said  by  some  to  be  fortified.  I  ordered  him  m  that 
event  not  to  attaclc  it,  until  the  artillery  could  be  sent  forward  to 
reduce  it.  On  viewing  the  encampment  and  its  strength,  the 
general  thougiit  it  most  prudent  to  return  to  my  encampment  and 

fuard  the  artillery  thither.  The  wisdom  of  this  step  was  soon 
iscovered  ;  in  half  an  hour  after  his  return  to  camp,  a  considera- 
ble portion  of  the  enemy  made  its  appearance  on  my  ridit  flank, 
and  commenced  a  biisk  fire  on  a  party  of  men  who  had  been  on 

§icket  ?uard  the  ni«jht  before,  and  were  then  in  search  of  the  In- 
ians  they  had  fired  upon,  some  of  whom  they  believe  have  been 
killed.  General  Coffee  immediately  requested  me  to  let  him  take 
SOO  men  and  turn  their  left  flank,  which  I  accordingly  grdered ; 
but  through  some  mistake,  which  I  did  not  then  observe,  not  more 
than  54  followed  him,  among  whom  were  the  old  volunteer  officers. 
With  these,  however,  he  immediately  commenced  an  attack  on 
the  left  flank  of  the  enemy ;  at  which  time  1  ordered  SOO  of  the 
friendly  Indians  to  fall  in  upon  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy  and 
co-operate  w^ith  the  ffeneral.  This  order  was  promptly  obeyed, 
and  in  the  moment  of  its  execution,  what  I  expected  was  realized. 
The  enemy  had  intended  the  attack  on  the  right  as  a  feint,  and, 
expecting  to  divert  all  my  attention  thither,  meant  to  attack  me 
again  with  their  main  force  on  the  left  flank,  which  they  had 
hoped  to  find  weakened  and  in  disorder. — They  were  disappoint- 
ed. I  had  ordered  the  left  flank  to  remain  firm  to  its  place,  and 
the  moment  the  alann  gun  was  heard  in  that  quarter,  I  repaire<l 
thither,  and  ordered  captain  Ferrill,  part  of  my  reserve,  to  support 
it.  The  whole  line  met  the  approach  of  the  enemy  with  astonish- 
ing intrepidity,  and  having  given  a  few  fires,  they  forthwith 
charged  with  great  vigor.  The  effect  was  immediate  and  inevi- 
table. The  enemy  fled  with  precipitation,  and  were  pursued  to 
a  considerable  distance  by  the  left  flank  and  the  friendly  Indians 
witli  a  galling  and  destructive  fire.  Colonel  Carroll,  wlio  order- 
ed tlie  charge,  led  on  the  pursuit,  and  colonel  Higgins  and  his 
re^ment  again  distinguished  themselves. 

In  the  mean  time  general  Coffee  was  contending  with  a  superi- 
or force  of  the  enemy.  The  Indians,  who  I  had  ordered  to  his 
support,  and  who  had  set  out  for  this  purpose,  hearing  the  fire  on 
the  left,  had  returned  to  that  quarter,  and  when  the  eneuiy  were 
routed  there,  entered  into  the  chase.    That  being  now  over,  1 
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forthwith  ordereil  Jim  Fiff,  nlio  was  one  of  the  piincipal  com .  ■ 
manners  of  the  friendlj  Creeks,  willi  ICO  of  Ms  Hamnrs,  to  eie  ss 
cute  my  first  orJer.  A»  soon  as  lie  readied  general  Cottee,  th^ 
cliarite  was  made  and  the  cueniy  routed :  tliey  were  pursued  abou^ 
three  miles,  and  45  of  tlieni  slain,  who  were  found.  Gcner»^ 
Cofi'ee  was  wounded  in  the  body,  and  hid  aid -de-camp,  A.  Donal(^^ 

son,  killed,  totrether  with  three  olliers.     Iluvin;;  broui^ht  in  ui 

buried  tlie  dead,  and  diessed  llie  wounded,  1  ordered  mv  can~» 
to  be  fortified,  to  be  the  better  prepared  to  repel  any  attack  whi«::r,! 
might  be  made  in  the  ni;;lit;  determined  to  counncncc  a  retu.  n 
iua>-ch  to  Fori  ytrothcr  the  following  day. 

Many  causes  concurred  to  make  such  a  measure  necessary,  m 
I  had  not  set  out  pre|>ared,  or  uith  a  view  to  nnike  a  iwrmaneor 
establishment.  I  considered  it  worse  than  us('le<isto  actvanceind 
destroy  an  empty  encampment.  1  hud,  inileed,  hoped  to  haie 
met  the  enemy  there,  but  h.ivins  met  and  beaten  them  a  liltit 
sooner,  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  or  pruilciit  to  proceed  »nj 
furtlier:  not  necessary,  because  I  had  accomplished  all  I  could 
expect  to  etlect  by  marchini;  to  their  encampment  ;  and  becauw, 
if  it  was  proper  to  contend  with  and  weaken  their  force»  still  fur- 
ther, this  object  would  be  more  certainly  attained  bv  coniinencin: 
a  returu,  nhich,  having  to  them  the  appearance  of  a  retreat,  woula 
inspint  tlicm  to  pui-suo  inc.  Nut  prudent,  because  of  the  number 
of  ray  wounded,  of  tlie  reinforcements  ffoni  below  »hich  the  ene- 
my might  be  expected  to  receive;  of  the  starviuz  condition  of  my 
horsea,  they  having  had  neither  corn  nor  cane  for  tvio  days  Uiil 
nights;  of  the  scarcitv  orsupiUcs  for  my  men,  ihe  Indians  wka 
met  mc  at  Tallades:a,1iavio^  diann  none, aud being  whollr  desti- 
tute :  and  because,  if  the  enemy  pur-ned  me,  as  it  was  likelv  At] 
would,  tlic  diversion  in  favotir'of  (general  Floyd  would  be  thenMR 
complete  and  cH'ectuaU  lulloeticed  by  these  cnnsiderationi  I 
commenced  my  return  march  ut  half  past  ten,  on  the  Cid.  luid 
was  fortunate  enough  to  reaih  Knntoehopco  before  iiii:hl.  having 
passed  without  iuterruplmu  a  dansjerous  defile,  occ;tsi<iiied  bv  » 
Tmrricane-  I  again  furtilied  my  camp,  and  having  amither  dcile 
to  pass  in  the  morning,  acl■o^i  a'decp  creek,  and  betiveen  twohiO^ 
which  1  liad  viewed  with  ailcntioji  as  1  passed  on,  ami  uhercl 
expected  1  might  be  attacked,  I  determined  to  pass  it  at  anotlm 
point,  and  g.ne  directions  to  my  g;iiiie  and-fatigne  ineu  accunl- 
mglv.  My  expectation  ot  an  attack  in  the  morning  was  increa§e4 
by  tlie  si<:iis  of  the  n'l^ht,  and  with  it  my  caution.  Before  I 
moved  the  wounded  from  (he  interior  of  my  caii>p,  I  tiMl 
my  front  and  rear  auards  foriueil,  as  v.  ell  as  my  ri;;hi  and  left 
columns,  and  woveiTofl'  my  centre  in  regular  order,  leading  d««D 
a  handsome  ridge  to  Enotochojico  eieek,  at  a  poiiH  where  it  mi 
clear  of  reed,  except  immediately  o:i  its  margin.  I  had  nrevioosly 
issued  a  general  order,  pointing  out  the  manner  in  v  hich  the  mm 
xhould  be  formed  in  Uie  event  of  an  attack  oa  the  fi'oi^t  ycjfa^ 
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or  on  the  flanks,  and  had  particularly  cautioned  the  officers  to 
halt  and  form  accordingly,  the  instant  the  word  should  be  given. 

The  front  guard  had  crossed  with  nartofthe  flank  coiumns,  the 
wounded   were  over,  and  the  artillery  in  the  act  of  entering 
the  creek,  when  an  alarm  gun  was  heanl  in  the  rear.     1  heard 
it  without  surprise,  and  even  with  pleasure;  calculating  with  the 
utmost  confidence  on  the  firmness  of  my  troops,  from  t!ie  manuer 
in  which  1  had  seen  them  act  on  the  t2^2d.     1  had  placed  coitfOel 
Carroll  at  the  head  of  the  centre  column  of  flie  rear  piard  ;  its 
right  column  was  commanded  by  colonel  Perkins,  and  its  left  by 
colonel  vStump.     Having  chosen  tiie  ground,  1  expected  there  to 
have  entirely  cut  oft' the  enemy  by  wheeling  the  right  and  left 
columns  on  their  pivot,  re-crossing  the  creek  above  and  below, 
and  falling  in  upon  tiieir  flanks  and  rear.     But  to  my  astoni:*h- 
ment  and  mortification,  when  the  word  was  given  bv  colonel  Car- 
roll to  halt  and  form,  and  a  few  guns  had  been  fired,  1  beheld  the 
right  and  left  columns  of  the  rear  guard  precipitately  give  way. 
'Iliis  shameful   retreat  was  disastrous  in  the  extreme ;  it'  dreV 
along  with  it  the  gieatest  part  of  the  centre  column,  leaving  not 
more  than  25  men,  who  being  formed  by  colonel  Carroll,  maintain- 
ed their  ground  as  long  as  it  was  possible  to  maintain  it,  and  it 
brought  consternation  and  confusion  into  the  centre  of  the  army, 
a  consternation  which  was  not  easily  removed,  and  a  confusion 
•which  could  not  soon  be  restored  to  order.     There  was  then  left 
to  repulse  the  enemy,  the  few  who  remained  of  the  rear  guard, 
the  artillery  company  and  captain  Russell's  company  of  spies. 
They,  however,  realized  and  exceeded  my  highest  expectations. 
Lieutenant  Armstrong,  who  commanded  the  artillery  company  in 
the  absence  of  captain  Deadrick  (confined  by  sickness),  ordered 
them  to  form  and  advanced  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  whilst  he  and  a 
few  others  dragged  up  the  six  pounder.     Never  was  more  bravery 
displayed  than  on  this   occasion.     Amidst  the  most   galling  fire 
from  the  enemy,  more  than  ten  times  their  number,  they  ascended 
the  hill  and  maintained  their  position,  until  their  piece  was  haul'^d 
up,  when,  having  levelled  it,  they  poured  upon  the  enemy  a  fire 
of  grape,  re-loaded  and  fired  again,  char^^ed  and  repulsed  them. 

The  most  deliberate  bravery  was  displayed  by  Constant! ne 
Perkins  and  Craven  Jackson  ot  the  artillery,  acting  as  gunners. 
In  the  hurry  of  the  moment  in  separating  the  gun  from  the  lim- 
bers, the  rammer  and  picker  of  the  cannon  were  left  tied  to  the 
limber  :  no  sooner  was  this  discovered,  than  Jackson,  amidst  the 
galling  fire  of  the  enemy,  pulled  out  the  ramrod  of  his  musket, 
and  used  it  as  a  picker ;  primed  with  a  cartridge  and  fired  the 
cannon.  Perkins  having  pulled  ott'  his  bayonet,  used  his  mus- 
ket as  a  rammer,  drove  down  the  cartridge  ;  and  Jackson,  using 
his  former  plan,  again  discharged  her.  The  brave  lieutenant 
Armstrong,  just  after  the  fii-stfire  of  the  cannon,  with  captain 
Hamilton,  of  East  Tennessee,  Bradford  and  McGavock,  all  fell, 
Hit  lieutenant  exclaiming  as  he  lay, "  my  brave fdlowsy  some  of  ymi 
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maj/faU,  hut^ou  must  save  the  cannon."    About  this  time,  a  num 

ber  crossed  uie  creek  aod  entered  into  the  chase.  The  l>nv&.^ 
captain  Gurdon  uf  the  spies,  who  rushed  from  the  front,  endca-  - 
vored  to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  in  which  he  parti^lj  — 
succeeded,  and  colonel  Carroll,  colonel  Higgins  and  captain^a 
Elliot  and  Pipkins  pursued  the  enemy  for  more  than  two  milea^.^ 
who  fled  in  consternation,  throwing  away  their  packs,  and  leavin^g 
twentv-six  of  their  warriors  dead  on  the  field.  This  last  defea*^ 
was  decisive,  and  we  were  no  more  disturbed  by  their  yelltt. 
I  should  do  injustice  to  my  feelings  if  I  omitted  to  mention  tluL.% 
the  venerable  judge  Cocke,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five,  entered  into 
the  engagement,  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  enemv  with  youth- 
ful ardor,  and  saved  the  life  oi  a  fellow  soldier  oy  killing  hii 
i-avage  antagonist. 

Our  toss  in  this  aifair  was  killed  and  wounded  ;  among 

the  foi-mer  was  the  brave  captain  Hamilton,  of  East  Tennessee, 
who  had,  with  his  a^ed  father  and  two  others  of  his  comp&nT, 
after  the  iieriod  of  his  engagement  had  expired,  volunteered  iw 
services  iur  this  excursion,  and  attached  himself  to  the  artilley 
company.  No  man  ever  fought  more  bravely  or  fell  mure  glon- 
ously  ;  Hnd  by  bis  side  fell  with  equal  bravery  and  glory,  Oinl 
l^vnn»i  of  the  same  company.  Captain  Quarlc.t,  who  commanded 
the  centre  column  of  the  rear  guard, preferring  death  to  abandoning 
bis  post,  having  taken  a  firm  stand  in  which  he  was  followed  by 
twenty-five  of  Tiis  men,  received  a  wound  in  his  head  of  whichu 
has  since  died. 

In  the»c  several  engagements  our  loss  wa.s  twenty  killed  ud 
seventy-five  wounded,  (our  of  whom  have  since  died.  The  l<M 
of  tlie  enemy  cannot  lie  accurately  ascertained  ;  one  hundred  tad 
eighty-nine  of  their  warriors  were  found  dead  ;  but  this  must  f*U 
considerably  short  of  the  number  really  killed.  Their  woundtd 
can  oiil^  be  giiessed  at. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  unfortunate  retreat  of  ihe  rear  guard  in 
the  affair  of  ihe  34th  instant,  L  think  I  could  safely  have  sud 
that  no  army  of  militia  ever  acted  with  more  cool  and  delibe- 
rate bravery.  Undisciplined  and  inexperienced  lis  they  were, 
their  conduct  in  the  several  engagements  of  tho  2^d  could  not 
have  been  surpassed  by  regulars.  No  men  ever  met  the  approuh 
of  an  enemy  with  more  intrepidity,  or  repulsed  [hem  »itli  more 
enei'^'.  On  the  24th,  after  the  retreat  of  the  rear  guard,  thef 
seemed  to  have  lost  all  collectedness,  and  »ere  more  difficult  ta 
be  restored  tu  order  than  any  troops  1  had  ever  seen-  liut  Out 
was  no  doubt  owing  in  a  great  measure,  or  altogether,  tu  that  very 
retreat,  and  ought  rather  tu  be  ascribed  to  the  want  of  conduct  lb 
many  of  their  oflicers  than  to  any  cowardice  in  the  men,  wlui  Mk 
every  occasion  have  manifested  a  willingness  to  perform  theirdtt- 
ty  so  far  as  they  knew  it. 

All  the  effects  which  wore  designed  to  be  produced  bv  'dot 
excursion,  it  is  believed  have  been  produced.    If  an  attacL  w*i 
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meditated  tgainst  fort  Armstrong,  that  has  been  prevented.    IP 

r»neral  Floyd  is  operating:  on  the  east  side  of  the  Talapoosie,  as 
suppose  him  to  he,  a  most  fortunate  diversion  has  been  made  in 
lis  &vour.  The  number  of  the  enemy  has  been  diminished,  and 
the  confidence  they  may  have  derived  from  the  delays  I  have 
)een  made  to  experience,  has  been  destroyed.  Discontent  has 
leen  kept  out  of  my  army,  while  the  troops  Who  have  been  exposed 
to  it,  have  been  beneficially  employed.  The  enemy's  country 
[las  been  explored,  and  a  road  cut  to  the  point  where  they  will 
be  concentrated  when  they  shall  be  driven  from  the  country  below. 
But,  in  a  report  of  tins  kind,  and  to  you  who  will  immediately 
perceive  them,  it  is  not  necessary  to  state  the  happy  consequences 
which  may  be  expected  to  result  from  this  excursion.  Unless  I 
am  greatly  mistaken,  it  will  be  found  to  have  hastened  the  termi- 
nation of  the  Creek  war,  more  effectually  than  any  measure  I 
could  have  taken  with  the  troops  under  my  command. 

I  am,  &c. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Maj,  Gen.  Tennessee  Volunteers. 

Major  general  Thomas  Pinckney. 


CHARLESTON,  January  Slat,  1814. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  yesterday  morning, 
about  4  o'clock,  I  received  information  express  from  Stono,  that 
the  United  States'  schooner  Alligator  had  been  the  evening  before 
chased  in  by  an  enemy's  squadron,  and  attacked  in  the  nignt  by  a 
detachment  of  boats.  I  immediately  repaired  to  the  place,  and 
ordered  two  barges  round,  and  a  detachment  of  seamen  overland, 
from  the  Nonsuch,  to  her  assistance.  About  8  A.  M.  1  got  on 
board  the  Alligator,  then  some  distance  up  the  river.  I  received 
the  following  information  from  sailing  master  Bassett,  her  com- 
mander ;  that  he  sailed  on  Saturday  morning  from  the  river  of 
North  Edisto,  for  Charleston.  Soon  after  leaving  the  bar,  disco- 
vered an  enemy's  squadron,  consisting  of  a  frigate,  a  heavy  brig, 
and  a  hermaphrodite,  which  gave  chace  to  him — wind  light  from 
the  south-west ;  he  found  mat  the  frigate  would  cut  him  off 
from  Charleston,  and  in  the  evening  run  into  the  river  and 
hove  to;  the  enemy  then  close  oft  the  bar;  and  from  their 
manouvres  was  of  opinion  they  intended  to  send  in  their  boats. 
He  stood  up  the  river  about  two  miles,  and  anchored,  prepared 
for  action.  About  a  quarter  before  8  P.  M.  the  moon  very  bright, 
discovered  six  of  the  enemy's  boats  shove  off  from  under  the 
marsh  abreast  him,  and  within  pistol  shot  (having  under  cover  of 
the  marsh,  with  mufHed  oars,  approached  tiiis  near  without  disco- 
very), he  immediately  gave  them  a  broadside,  which  was  returned; 
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cut  hii  cable  and  made  sail,  when  the  action  continued  fur  30  miHLM 
utes,  cloitc  oil  board  ;  soon  after  making  way,  the  pilot  was  unforti^ 
natelj  murtallT  wounded,  anrl  the  schooner  groui.ded  ;  at  this  tin^ 
their3larK;e9tDar^s  were  disabled,  and  about  musket  shot  dUtanc:^ 
astern,  when  they  retreated  and  have  not  since  been  seen.    Ttzz: 
Alligator's  rigging  and  sails,  from  the  topsail  vard  down,  are  lit    ^ 
rally  cut  to  pieces,  and  but  few  shut  in  her  hull,  two  men  killed  ac^, 
two  wounded,  one   severely,  and  the  pilot  (Mr.  Hatch,   a  v^rr 
respectable  master  of  a  vessel  in  this  port,  having  a  lai^e  fatn//r 
depending  entirely  on  his  exertions  for  support)  mortally  woan^ 
ed.    Great  credit  is  due  to  sailing  master  Bassett,  his  oflicers  and 
crew,  for  defeating  a  force  so  greatly  superior  in  numbers,  as  then 
eould  not  have  been  less  than  140  men  opjH)sed  to  fortv.    The 
enemy,  by  the  information  received  from  the  inhabitants  immedi- 
ttety  on  the  river,  must  have  sufi'ered  severely,  as  there  was  greit 
confusion  on  board  them   while  retreating,  am]  the  largest  boat 
appeared  lo  be  so  much  injured  as  to  require  the  assistance  uf  the 
others.    I  left  the  schooner  last  night  in  Wappoo  Out.  and  she  "ill 
be  here  as  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit.     When  I  receive  Mr. 
Bassett's  official  report,  I  shall  do  mvself  the  honour  to  forward  it, 
foryour  fiirther  information. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  H.  DENT. 
Hon.  Wm.  JuneB,  SccreUuy  of  the  Nnvj. 


ExtracUof  letters  from  general  Floyd  to  general  Pincknej. 

CAMP  NEAIl  FORT  HAU^  PebruiTv  3d,  IBU. 
"SIR, 

"  I  arrived  w  ith  the  army  at  tliis  place  yesterdur,   I  apprinl ' 

£u  in  my  last  of  the  necessity  of  falling  back.  The  arnvdrf 
elve  wagons  in  the  evening,  the  prospect  of  reinforcements,  iMfi 
the  handsome  terms  in  which  you  have  been  pleased  tit  approtsU 
the  conduct  of  the  army  in  the  late  affair  with  the  eneuiv,  I  flit- 
ter myself  will  contribute  to  the  accomplishment  of  my  laborets 
E reserve  the  honour  and  reputation  of  the  arinv.  I  now  enter- 
kin  a  gleam  of  hope  that  things  will  end  well.  "S'n  means  on  mj 
part  have  or  will  be  neglected  to  effect  so  desirable  an  oUect. 
Reasuning,  seasoned  with  threats  of  the  consenui-nces,  anil  tfac 
direful  effects  which  followed  the  improper  conduct  of  the  Ne* 
York  militia,  have  been  represcnteil  in  strung  terms  ;  nor  have  I 
omitted  to  remind  them  of  their  pledges  to  the  govpnimenl  lo 
brave  dangers,  encounter  foil  and  endure  privation — to  ri«k  lift 


tad  fortune  in  support  of  the  common  cause.     You  may  real  t»- 
mred  tliat  I  shall  employ  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  (i 
tll«  {Mbllc  interest, 


sor 

'  Since  my  report  of  the  battle  of  the  2rth,  I  am  well  ansilr^ 
t  seven  of  the  enemy's  slain  have  been  found  in  one  grave  ia 
ilibee  swamp,  and  five  others  in  an  adjacent  one.  Accept 
acknowledgments  for  the  terms  in  which  you  have  been 
ased  to  approbate  m j  conduct*— my  endeavours  to  continue  t9 
■it  it  will  be  unremitting." 

*«  February  3d,  1814. 
'  I  am  informed  that  the  enemy  are  in  possession  of  our  works 
]lamp  Defiance,  on  their  way  to  attack  us,  which  in  all  proba- 
ty  they  will  attempt  to  night.  We  are  well  prepared,  and 
I  give  a  good  account  of  them,  if  they  attempt  the  execution 
Jieir  designs,  I  this  morning  sent  off  the  most  of  our  wound-* 
and  sick." 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  FORT  STROTHER,  February  17tb,  18U. 

""ourtwo  letters  of  the  8th  and  14th  instant,  have  been  receiv- 
but  from  the  continued  hurry  of  business  with  which  I  am 
'ounded,  I  iiave  not  had  time  to  answer  them  until  now* 
"he  importance  of  the  service  you  have  rendered,  and  th© 
p  interest  you  have  taken  in  forwarding  my  views  and  the 
!cts  of  the  campaign,  command  my  sincere  thanks*  I  hope 
uill  continue  to  aid  in  procuring  the  means  and  transporting 
supplies  to  this  place  :  the  active  exertions  of  a  patriot  of  six- 
lue  years  of  age,  will  certainly  stimulate  the  youthful  soldier 
m  duty  ;  such  examples  have  become  necessary ;  I  find  those 
»  talk  most  of  war  and  make  the  greatest  bustle  about  our  in- 
d  rights  at  home,  are  the  last  to  sten forward  in  vindication  of 
e  rights.  Patriotism  is  an  appendage  which  such  men  wear 
coquette  does  a  fine  ribband,  merely  for  show,  and  to  be  laid 
e  or  applied  as  necessity  may  require. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c< 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  general  commanding* 

Del  William  Cocke. 


UNITED  STATES  FRIGATE  l»RESrDENT, 

SANDY  HOOK  BAY,  February  19th,  1814. 

I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  I  arrived  at  my  present  an* 
•age  last  evening  at  5  o'clock,  after  a  cruize  of  seventy-five 
J,  and  now  have  the  honour  to  detail  to  you  the  particulari 
pursuance  to  your  directions,  I  sailed  from  Providence  the 
December ;  and  although  I  expected  to  have  rim  the  o^untUt 
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tiiron^ti  the  enemy's  squadron,  that  was  reported  to  be  cniiziii|: 
between  Block  Isfand  and  Gajhead  for  the  purpose  of  intercept- 
iDg  the  President,  I  had  the  good  luck   to  avoid  them.     The  oaj 
after  leavitig  Fruvidence,  1   re-capturcd  the  American  schooner 
Comet,  of,  and  bound  to,  New  York,  with  a  car^o  of  cotton  froitt^ 
Savannah,  which  had  been  captured  bj  tlie  Ramilies    and  Loire^ 
and  in  their  possession  about  48  hours.     Id  a  few  hours  after  re  - — 
capturinc   the  Comet,  a  sail  was  discovered    to  the   eastward, 
which  I  felt  inclined  to  avoid,  from  the  circumatauce  of  the  wea- 
ther being  hazy,  an<t  know  ing  that  I  was  in  the  neighbourhood  o/" 
an  enemy's  squadron.     From  an   advantage   of  ^vind,  she  wu 
enabled,  tiowever  to  gain  our  lee  beam  at  a  distance  of  three  or 
four  miles,  owing  to  which  I  was  induced  to  shorten  sail,  wilh 
the  intention  of  offering  her  battle  in  the  morning,  should  nothing 
else  be  in  sight,  and  she  not  be  a  ship  of  the  line.     The  weather 
becoming  more  obscure  at  2  o'clock,  prevented  dur  seeing  her  un- 
til dar-light,  when  she  stood  from  us  to  the  north  east,  althongli 
the  President  was  hove  to,  to  let  hei  come  up.     From  this  (iit£ 
until  the  Ssth,  we  did  not  sec  a  single  sail,  except  the  Recovnj 
(a  brig  belonging  and  bound  to  Penobscot,  fi-om  St.BBrtholoiDCW,iii 
ballast) "until  after  reaching  the  longitude  of  35,  and  latitnte  19, 
beingcarried  that  far  eastward  by  a  severeS.  W.  gale,  accumptBitd 
by  such  a  heavy  sea,  as  to  render  heaving  to  impracticable  witfawt 
infinite  risk,  when  two  large  sail  were  discovered  standing;  to  the 
northward,  and  to  which  I  gave  chase,  beli;;ving,  as  well  Irnra  the 
situation  in  which  they  were  first  discovered,  as  the  manifest  dit- 
position  they  afterwards  showed  to  avoid  a  separation,  that  one 
was  a  frigate  and  the  other  an  Indtaman  under  her  convojjis 
this    I  was  mistaken,  for  on  a  nearer  approach  I  could  discow 
the  headmost  was  a  frigate  with  seven   |mrts  abaft  her  ganj;vay, 
and  the  other  a  ship  of  equal  or  little  inlerior  force.     On  discw- 
•ring  their  decided  superiority,  and  supposing  them  to  be  eneny^ 
ships,  1  endeavored,  duringthe  succeeding  night,  to  separate  WM 
by   steering  difi'crent  courses,  and  occafionally  shew  ing  a  li(^ 
but  was  unable  to  Eucceed,  for  the  hi  ndmost  was  at  one  tist-W 
Bear  that  she   lired  a  s.hot  over  us,  whilst  her  consort  waablta_ 
few  hundred  yai'ds  astern  of  her.     1  now  direcl.M  n 
be  altered,  made  sail,  and  coniinuod  the  reuiaimifr  of  the  i 
to  shew  them  light  occasionally,  but  to  noellcct,ab  at  dity-Ii 
they   were  discuveretl  to  be  in    a  situation  to  unite    tljeir  fmtb 
After  this  1  shaped  a    course  to  reach  a  positiun  to  n  indwardof 
Rarliadoes,  on  a  purnllet  of  li>ns;itude  with  Cayenne,  and  did  not 
meet  aootlier  vessel  till  the  SUth,  nhen  falling  in   with  a  Porta- 
guese  brig,  and  receiving  infonnatiun  tliat  shchad  been  boaiM 
36  hours  before  by  two  British  store  chips,  bound  to  tlie  Wni  In- 
dies with  3l)()truops  on  board,  1  crowded  sail  to  the  west«-aal  il 
ihe  hope  of  overtakini;  them ;  in  this  I  was   ag^du  di.s&ppiHBted, 
and  after  a  pursuit  of  four  days,  hauled  further  southward  tunB 
the  latitude  of  Burbadoes;  •—''-''-••'• —    —   thr^tg     | 
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lanualT  captured  the  British  merchant  ship  Wanderer,  of  7  gun$i 
and  16  men,  from  London  bound  to  Jamaica,  partly  loaded  with 
plantation  stores,  and  after  taking  from  her  such  light  articles  at* 
were  of  most  value,  sunk  her.  In  the  same  position,  on  the  7th, 
I  fell  in  with  the  British  merchant  ship  Prince  George,  in 
the  character  of  a  cartel  with  prisoners,  which,  with  4  other 
British  veftsels,  had  been  captured  bv  two  French  44  gun  frigates,  the 
Medusa  and  Nymph,  the  same  ships  I  had  fallen  in  witli  14  days 
"before.  On  board  of  the  Prince  George  I  sent  the  prisoners  cap- 
tured in  the  Wanderer  to  Barbadoes,  on  parole.  On  the  9th  of 
January,  while  still  to  windward  of  Burbadoes,  I  captured  the 
ship  Edward,  of  6  guns  and  8  men,  from  London  bound  to  Iiaguira, 
in  ballast — which  vessel  1  also  sunk.  Having  learned  from  the 
master  of  the  Edward  as  well  as  the  Wanderer  and  Prince  George, 
that  they  had  been  separated  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay  from  their  con- 
voy, consisting  of  the  Queen  74,  two  frigates,  and  two  sloop»  of 
wari  I  was  induced,  owing  toa  belief  tliat  the  convoy  was  still  to  the 
eastward,  to  remain  to  windward  of  Barbadoes  until  the  I6tli 
January,  when  finding  they  must  have  passed,  1  changed  my' 

f  round  and  ran  off* Cayenne,  and  from  thence  down  the  coast  of 
urinam,  Berbice  and  Demarara,  though  between  Tobago  and 
Grenada,  thence  through  the  Caribbean  sea,  along  the  southeast 
side  of  Porto  Rico,  through  the  Mona  passage,  down  the  north 
side  of  Jamaica,  and  other  leeward  islands,  without  meeting  a 
single  vessel  of  the  enemy,  or  any  other  than  four  Spanish  drog- 
gers  and  one  Swedish  ship,  until  I  got  near  the  Manilla  reef; 
near  which,  after  capturing  and  sinking  the  British  schooner 
Jonathan,  loaded  with  rum  and  dry  goods  (the  most  valuable  part 
of  which  I  took  on  board)  1  hauled  over  for  the  Florida  shore  and 
struck  soundinn;s  off  St.  Augustine,  and  from  thence  run  on  sound- 
er s  as  far  as  Charleston,  passing  within  4  or  5  miles  of  Colum- 
bia island,  and  as  near  to  Savannah  as  the  weather  and  depth  of 
water  would  allow,  without  meeting  a  single  vessel  except  a 
Spanish  sliip  from  the  Havanna  bound  to  Spain,  but  steering  for 
Savannah  in  consequence  of  having  sprung  a  leak. 

Arriving  oft*  Charleston,  (which  was  on  the  11th  instant,)  I 
stretched  close  in  with  the  Bar,  and  made  the  private  signal  of 
the  day  to  two  scliounei^  Iving  in  llebellion  Roads,  and  which, 
from  their  appearance,  I  believed  to  be  public  vessels.  After  re- 
maining all  day  oft' the  Bar,  with  colours  hoisted,  and  the  before- 
mentioned  signal  displayed,  without  bein^;  able  to  communicate 
with  the  schooners,  [stood  to  the  northward,  and  at  seven  o'clock 
the  next  morning,  discovered  and  chased  a  ship  to  tlie  southward, 
which,  after  pursuing ei2;ht  or  nine  mile?,  led  me  toa  second  sail, 
(a  brig  under  her  topsails,  with  her  top-gallant  masts  housed,  and 
her  flying  gib-boom  rigged  in),  and  from  thence  to  the  discovery 
of  a  third  sail,  represented  from  the  mast-head  to  be  a  large  frf- 

Sate ;  on  discovermg  the  third  sail,  added  to  the  manouvres  of  the 
rst  and  second,  1  was  induced  to  believe  them  part  of  an  ene- 
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ttij's  sCjuadron,  and  accordini^ly  hauled  up  and  stood  for  tlie  form 
to  ascertain  lier  character;  and  after  making  her  from  the  ^c 
perceived  she  uas  a  frigate  as  reported.     1  now   shortened   sal 
believing  that  towards  night  I  mignt  be  able  to  ci:t  off  the  shii 
fwhich  was  either  a  small  frigate  or  larjje  sloop  of  war,)  and  bri-^ 
from  the  third  or  largest  sail,  at  this  time  nine  or  ten  miles  n 
windward  ;  in  this,  however,  1  was  not  able  to  effect  my  purpo& 
Owing  to  the  weather-sail  (between  sun-set  and  dark)  bearing  do^ 
for  the  others*    Judging  now  from  their  manouvres,  that  after 
dark  tliey  would  chase,  I  stood  to  the  eastward,  under  short  saiJ; 
believing  that  in  the  morning  I  mi^ht  find  them  in  some  disorder; 
at  daj-light,  however,  owing  to  the  haziness  of  the  weather,  thej 
were  not  to  be  scon  ;  consequently,  I  wore  and  stood  back  to  the 
westward  to  make  ihem  again,  and  in  a  few  minutes  discovered 
two,  one  on  the  lee,  the  other  on  the  weather  bow,  to  which  1  gave 
chace,  but  after  chasing  them  about  half  an  hour,  tlie  weather  be- 
coming more  clear,  and  two  large  ships  suddenly  making  their 
appearance,  one  on  the  weather  and  the  other  on  the  lee  beam,  I 
cnanged  my  course  to  the  eastward,  when  the  four  immediately 
crowded   sail  in  pursuit ;  but  owing  to  tlie  weather,  assisted  bj 
the  enemy's  manner  of  chasing,  I  was  enabled  to  get  clear  of  them 
without  difficulty  in  a  few  hours.    From  tliis  1  pursued  a  course 
on  soundings  (except  in  doubling  Cape  Hattcras)  to  eighteen  fa- 
thom water  off  the  Delaware,  where,  in  a  fog,  I  tell  in  witli  a  large 
vessel  apparently  a  man  of  war.    Shortened  sail  to  topsails  and 
cleared  snip  for  action,  but  she  sudJilenly  disappearing,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  she,  or  some  other  vessel  near,  being  heard  to  fire 
signal  guns,  i  stood  on  to  the  northward,  from  a  belief  I  was  near 
another  squadron.    From  the  Delaware  I  saw  nothing  until  I 
made  Sandy  Hook,  when  I  again  fell  in  with  another  of  the  euemj^ 
squadrons,  and  by  some  unaccountable  cause  was  permitted  t§ 
enter  the  bay,  although  in  the  presence  of  a  decidedly  superior, 
force,  after  having  been  obliged  to  remain  outside  seven  hoan, 
and  a  half  waiting  for  the  tide. 


Hon*  Wm.  Jones,  Secrctur}*  of  the  Navy. 


I  am,  &c. 
JOHN  RODGERS. 


'Hi 
BRITISH  \'ERACITY.  '.» 

'lit 

Surjureoii  Amos  Jl.  Evans  to  the  Puhlic,  '^ 

ROSTON,  March,  1814i  ^ 

Having  lately  seen  in  tlie  British  Naval   Chronicle,  for  liii|/' 
last,  a  publication  signed  Thomas  Cook  Jones,  surgeon  of  hit  jJK  ^ 
tannic  majesty's  late  ship  Java  :  in  which  accusations  of  ill''     ■*■■' 
ment  towards  the  British  wounded  prisoners,  whilst  on' 
United  States'  frigate  Constitution,  under  the  conimaBd'^^HPI^'ii 
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ftodore Cambridge, are  brought  forward;  1  conceive  it  my  duty, 
lest  silence  should  be  construed  into  an  acknowledgement  of  iti 
correctness,  to  expose  someof  the  falsehoods  composing  that  state- 
nent.  After  introducing  himself  with  considerable  egotism,  and 
much  parade  of  professional  skill,  he  makes  the  following  observa- 
tions : 

"Their  (the  British  wounded)  removal  to the» Constitution,  the 
deprivations  thej  there  experienced  as  to  food,  and  the  repeated 
disturbances  tliey  suffered  bj  being  carried  below,  and  kept  there 
for  several  hours,  three  different  times,  on  the  report  of  an  enemj 
heaving  in  sight :  when  these,  I  say,  are  considered,  and  the  results 
contrasted  with  those  of  the  American  wounded,  four  of  whom 
who  lost  their  limbs  died  when  I  was  on  board,  were  laid  in  cots, 

f»laced  in  tlie  most  healthy  parts  of  the  ship,  provided  with  every 
ittle  luxury  from  competent  and  attentive  nurses,  and  not  allow- 
ed to  be  removed,  when  ours  were  thrust  into  the  hold  with  the 
other  prisoners,  the  hatches  at  once  shutting  out  light  and  fresh 
air,  and  this  too  in  the  latitude  of  St.  Salvador,  the  recovery  of  our 
teamen  Jippears  as  miraculous  as  it  proved  happy ;  and  truly 
evinced  both  resignation  and  courage  in  patiently  submitting, 
H-ithout  a  complaint,  to  the  cruelties  of  their  situation,  and  firmly 
contending  with  every  obstacle  which  chance  or  oppression  could 
present  or  inflict.  The  Americans  seemed  very  flesirous  not  to 
allow  any  of  our  officers  to  witness  the  nature  of  their  wounded,  or 
compute  their  numbers.  I  ordered  one  of  my  assistants,  Mr. 
Capoui,  to  attend,  when  their  assistant  went  round,  and  he 
enumerated  forty-six  who  were  unable  to  stir  from  their  cots, 
independent  of  those  who  had  received  what  they  called  "  slight 
kuHs.''^  Commodore  Bainbridge  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
right  thigh,  and  four  of  their  amputations  perished  under  my 
inspection. 

"  I  have  noticed  these  facts,  that  your  readers  maybe  convinc- 
cd  of  the  falsity  of  their  official  despatches,  and  to  authorize  their 
bein^  received  with  some  degree  of  scepticism. 

"  I  sent  my  assistant,  with  most  of  tne  wounded  men,  in  the 
evening,  and  remained  myself  in  the  Java,  till  within  a  few  mi- 
nutes of  her  being  set  on  fire :  one  poor  fellow  only  remained, 
who  had  received  a  musket  ball,  which  entered  the  right  orbit  and 
remained  imbedded  in  the  brain  :  he  was  in  articulo  mortis,  and  I 
begged  the  American  lieutenant  to  let  me  stay  with  him  undis- 
turbed for  a  few  minutes,  as  I  expected  his  immediate  dissolu- 
tion. 

"  This  Yankee  son  of  humanity  proposed  assisting  him  into 
eternity;  I  instantly  dragged  him  into  the  boat,  and  he  expired 
along  side  the  Constitution," 

-  It  is  nottrud  that  there  was  any  distinction  made  between  the 
British  and  American  wounded  :  they  were  slung  promiscuously 
together  on  the  gun  deck,  and  every  tiling  which  humanity  could 
dictate  that  the  ship  afforded,  was  provided  for  their  comfort  and 
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cgnvenience.    Tliis  ship  was  cleared  for  action  hut  once  during ^ 

time  thej  were  on  board  ;  that  was  when  the  Hornet  hove  in  sigh^m 
and  as  soon  as  her  character  could  be  ascertained,  all  the  woudc^^ 
ed,  British  and  American,  were  broujrht  on  the  ji^n  deck  togeth^^ 
Captain  Lambert  and  Mr  Waldo,  were  the  only  two  persons  i^^^ 
removed  to  the  birth  deck  on  this  occasion ;  the  former  w*-^ 
left  to  the  last  moment,  from  principles  of  delicacy  us  well    ^ 
humanity.    Every  exertion  was  made  to  land  the  prisoners  at  S/i 
Salvador  as  soon  as  possible,  that  they  might  be  "  provided  x^I^ 
every  little  luxury  from  competent  and  attentive  nurses,''  thii 
our  men  of  course  could  not  receive  on  board. 

It  is  equally  false  that  we  had  forty-six  men  wounded.  "  8liHt 
hurts,^^  and  all  others  included,  there  were  iwenty-Jive  only,  Whj 
request  his  assistant  to  attend  for  the  porpose  of  counting:  them, 
when  doctor  Jones  himself,  or  any  other  officer  on  board^  could 
have  enumerated  them,  if  he  chose,  an  hundred  times  a  day  ?  The 
doctor  says  four  of  our  amputations  perished  under  his  own  in- 
fipection.*  We  had  but  five  amputations  altogether  ;  four  of  them 
arc  now  receiving  pensions  from  their  country,  and  may  be  seen 
almost  any  day  about  the  Navy  Yard  at  Charlestown ;  anci  the  fifth 
died  of  a  malignant  fever,  north  of  the  equator  ojie  month  after  tht 
action.  It  is  a  fact,  susceptible  of  the  clearest  and  most  positive 
proof,  that  not  one  of  our  men  died  durina:  the  time  the  doctor 
was  on  board  the  Constitution,  nor  until  some  time  after  we  left 
St  Salvador. 

"  This  Yankee  son  of  humanity  proposed  assisting  him  into 
eternitv,"  &c.     No  man  who  knows  lieutenant  Honnian,  will 
hesitate  to  pronounce  doctor  Jones  an  infamous  calumniator.  He 
(lieutenant  Hoffman)  is  as  remarkable  for  goodness  of  heart,  for 
humane  and  tender  feelings,  for  gentlemanly  and  correct  condoct, 
as  doctor  Jones  now  is  for  his  capacity  to  assert  base  and  unqua*   * 
lified  falsehoods.     Lieutenant  (then  midshipman)  German,  who 
was^preseiit  when  this  man  was  removed  from  the  Java,  aiiis 
whose  word  no  one  will  question,  assert?  that  no  such  observatiat 
was  made;  on  the  contrary,  that  he,  (Mr.  G.)  by  the  ordenrrf 
lieutenant  Iloflman,  repeatedly  solicited  doctor  Jones  to  visit  tkt^ 
man    then   spoken    of,    and   endeavor,   if   possible,   to    rcimii* 
him  ;  but  that  he  neglected  even  to  ^ee  him,  until  they  wereredlj^ 
to  leave  the  ship,  when  he  was  removed  into  the  boat  at  the  dNf' 
tor's  request.     If  the  doctor's  cliarge  had  been  founded  in  tlwL 
would  he  not  have  reported  lieutenant  Iloilinan  immcdiateWlJF 
his  arrival  at  tlie  Constitution  ?     The  ward  room  officers  <lf  IM^ 
Constitution  will  recollect  to  have  heard  doctor  Jones  fi 
spoken  of  during  the  cruize  as  an  inhuman  monster  for 
duct  to  this  sanie  unfortunate  sailor. 

I  leave  the  punishment  due  his  presumption  for  callingiv 
tion  "official  despatches,^^  (after  having  fabricated  himadf  i 
ti^isue  of  assertions,  without  even  a  coloring  of  truth)  to 


bficer  of  the  Constitution,  who  may  have  the  geod  fbrtune  o^ai 
opportunitr  of  taking  him  by  the  nose. 

When  the  officers  of  the  Java  left  the  Constitution  at  St.  Salva-^ 
dor,  thej  expressed  the  wannest  gratitude  for  the  humane  and 
^nerous  treatment  they  had  experienced  ;  nor  was  this  contemp- 
tible hypocrite  sparing  of  his  acknowledgments  on  that  occasion^ 
After  having  suffered  every  thing  from  the  officers  of  the  Consti- 
tution "  oppression  could  inflict, ^^  why  come  forward  and  offer 
thanks  for  kind  and  handsome  treatment  ?  [See  letters  of  general 
Hislop  and  others.] 

To  complete  the  climax  of  false  assertions  relative  to  that  ac- 
count, one  of  the  lieutenants  of  the  Java,  in  a  letter  to  the  editor 
of  the  Naval  Chronicle  for  June,  asserts,  that  I  am  "an  IHshnum 
hy  birth,  and  was  lately  an  assistant  surgeon  in  the  British  J^TavyP^ 
The  truth  is,  I  was  born  in  tlie  state  of  Maryland,  and  had  never 
been  on  the  ocean,  except  in  the  service  of  my  country.  I  pledse 
myself  to  substantiate,  by  the  most  respectable  testimony,  should 
it  be  necessary,  every  thing  that  I  hs^ve  here  stat^. 

1  challenge  the  British  to  give  a  solitary  instance,  wheW  the^ 
have  given  a  faithful  and  candid  relation  of  the  result  of  their 
actions  with  us,  since  the  declaration  of -the  present  war.  They 
have,  of  late,  established  for  themselves,  a  kind  of  national  cha- 
racter, that,  I  trust,  none  will  envy  them  the  possession  of;  they 
have  proved  that  although  they  may  not  always  be  able  to  conquer 
in  battle,  they  can  prevaricate,  defame  of  mistake  with  as  much 
as  any  nation  on  earth. 

AMOS  A.  fiVANS, 
Surgeon  of  the  United  States  frigate  Constitution* 


DETROrr,  March  rtb,  18t4 

By  lieutenant  Shannon,  of  the  27th  regiment  of  the  United  States^ 
infantry,  I  have  the  honour  of  informing  you,  that  a  detachment 
of  the  troops  under  my  command,  led  by  captain  Holmes  of  the 
34th  regiment  of  United  States  infantry,  have  obtained  a  signal 
yictory  over  the  enemy. 

The  affair  took  place  on  the  4tli  instant,  about  100  miles  front 
{his  place,  on  the  river  de  French.  Our  force,  consisted  of  na 
more  than  160  rangers  and  mounted  infantry.  The  enemy/ 
from  their  own  acknowledgment,  had  about  £40.  The  fine  light 
company  of*  Royal  Scots,  is  totally  destroyed  j  they  led  the  at- 
tEtck  most  ffallantly,  and  their  commander  fell  within  ten  paces  of 
our  front  line.  'Ine  light  company  of  the  89th  has  also  suffered 
severely,  one  officer  of  that  company  fell,  one  is  a  prisoner^  and 
another  is  said  to  be  badly  wounaed.  In  killed,  wounded,  and  pri- 
•oners,  the  enemy  lost  about  80,  whilst  ou  out  part  tliere  wetlt. 

40 
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butfourltilledaiidfotirwoiinded.    ThiB  great  diip*rity  in  tiiftloB^ 
on  each  aide,  is  to  l>e  attributed  to  the  ver*  judicious  [.oB^tion  oc;^ 
cupied  by  captain  Holmes,  who  compelled  the  ei.emT  to  atmck  hir- 
»t  great  disadvantage;  this,  even  n.ore  thaa  his  gallantrj,  men..,^^ 
(he  laurel.  ,      .,,  -      .  ,        .  .  -^ 

Captain  Holmes  has  just  returned,  and  will  furnish  a  detai»^ 
accoonl  of  the  eipedition,  which  shall  iramcdiatelj  be  transmit\.erf 
to  you.  „ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &.c. 

H.  BUTLER, 
Lieutenant  coloitel  comnianding  at  Detroit. 
V>jor  geneni  Haniwn. 

Enemfs forces  as  staled  by  the  prisoners : 
Royal  Scots,  101 :  89th  Regiment,  45  ;  Militia,  50;  InJiiBi, 
40  to  60 — total,  336. 

P.  8.  We  took  100  head  of  cattle  also  from  the  enemj,  in- 
tended for  Long  Point  or  Burlington. 


FORT  COVINGTON,  Mawh  lOtb,  181*. 
BIR, 

I  hare  tlie  Iionourto  submit  in  writing,  that  the  expedition  seat 
under  my  command  against  the  enemy's  posts,  by  your  spe^ 
orrlers  of  the  2l3t  ultimo,  had  the  goo<l  fortune,  on  the  4th  h- 
Btant,  to  meet  and  subdue  a  force,  double  its  own,  fresh  fromtk 
barracks,  and  led  bv  a  distinguished  officer. 

I  had  been  compelled  to  leave  the  artillery  by  the  invindfelt 
dimculties  of  the  route  from  Point  au  Plait  to  the  Round  O.  Ml 
wheel  carriage  of  any  kind  had  ever  attempted  i(  btlore,  and  n 


will  ever  pass  it  until  the  brush  and  fallen  timber 

and  the  swamp  causc-wayed  or  drained.     After  ^  „      , 

Gill,  1  began  the  march  fur  Fort  Tulbot,  but  wus  r^onn  cimviiteel 


cut  a«n 
lui:  captdi 


of  its  being  impossible  to  reach  the  post,  in  time  to  secure  tn 
force  which  miglit  be  there  or  adjacent.  This  r'mviction,  atriM 
with  the  information,  that  the  enemy  had  a  loice  ;tt  f)eU«rM^ 
upon  the  Thamrs,  that  I  should  be  expected  si  Ki>ri  Talbot,  nl 
consequently,  that  a  previous  descent  upon  Dchiware  mirfit  fc- 
eeive  the  foe,  and  !e;id  him  to  expose  me  some  jimnt,  in  def^tt| 
others  he  might  think  Mienared,  and  coupled  wild  tl.e  poKsibitt^ 
that  hearing  of  captuin  Uill's  march  to  the  Riutnil  O.  bv  M*!)!*- 
tor*s  militia,  whom  he  had  pursued,  a  detarhmeiil  had  ilescenM 
3ie  Thames  to  intercept  him,  determined  to  exorcise  the  dim^ 
tion  allowe<l  by  the  order,  and  to  strike  at  once  upim  the  r —■ ' 

On  the  Sd  instant,  when  only  fifteen  miles  from  Delaw 
leceired  information  that  the  enemy  had  left  lleiawnre  i 
intention  of  descending  the  nrer,  and  that  ,we  should  f 
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meet  him  in  one  hour ;  that  his  force  consisted  of  a  light  companj 
from  the  Royal  Scots,  mustering  for  duty  120  men  ;  a  light  com- 
pany of  the  89th  re;giment  of  foot  (efficiency  not  known,)  Cald- 
well's Indians  and  M'Gregor's  militia,  amounting  in  all  to  about 
300  men.  My  command  originally  had  not  exceeded  180  rank 
and  file.  Hunger,  cold  and  fatigue,  had  brought  on  disease,  and 
though  none  died,  all  were  exceedingly  depressed,  and  sixteen 
had  been  ordered  home,  as  unable  to  continue  the  march.  1  re- 
solved therefore  to  avoid  the  conflict  on  equal  grounds,  and  imme- 
diately retreated  five  miles,  for  the  sake  of  a  good  position  on  the 
western  bank  of  the  Twenty  Mile  Creek,  leaving  captain  G'dl 
Mdth  twenty  rangers  to  cover  the  rear,  and  to  watch  the  enemy's 
motions.  We  had  encamped  but  a  few  minutes,  when  captain 
Gill  joined,  after  exchanging  shots  with  the  enemy's  advance,  in 
vainly  attempting  to  reconnoitre  his  force.  The  Twenty  Mile 
Creek  runs  from  north  to  south,  through  a  deep  and  wide  ravine^ 
and  of  course  is  flanked  east  and  west  by  lofty  heights.  My  camp 
was  formed  upon  the  western  heights.  The  enemy's  on  the  oppo- 
site. During  the  night  of  the  3d  all  was  quiet.  At  sun-rise  on 
the  4th,  tlie  enemy  appeared  thinly  upon  the  opposite  heights, 
fired  upon  us  without  effect,  and  vanished.  After  waiting  some- 
time for  tlieir  re-appearance,  lieutenant  Knox  of  the  rangers  was 
sent  to  reconnoitre.  On  his  return  he  reported  that  the  enemy 
had  retreated  with  the  utmost  precipitation, '  leaving  his  baggage 
scattered  upon  the  road,  and  that  his  trail  and  fires  made  him  out 
not  more  than  seventy  men.  Mortified  at  the  supposition  of  hav- 
ing retrograded  from  this  diminutive  force,  1  instantly  commenc- 
ed the  pursuit,  with  the  design  of  attacking  Delaware  before  the 
opening  of  another  day.  We  had  not,  however,  proceeded  beyond 
five  miles,  when  captain  Lee,  commanding  the  advance,  discover- 
ed the  enemy  in  considerable  force,  arranging  himself  for  battle. 
The  symptoins  of  fear  and  flight  were  now  easily  traced  to  the 
purpose  <»f  seducing  me  from  the  heights,  and  so  far  the  plan  suc- 
ceeded. But  the  eYiemy  failed  to  improve  the  advantage.  If  he 
had  thrown  his  chief  force  across  the  ravine  above  the  road,  and 
occupied  our  camp  when  relinquished,  thus  obstructing  my  com- 
munication to  the  rear,  1  should  have  been  driven  upon  Delaware 
against  a  superior  force,  since  found  to  be  stationed  there,  or 
forced  to  take  the  wilderness  for  Fort  Talbot,  without  forage  or 
provisions.  Heaven  averted  this  calamity.  We  soon  regained 
the  position  at  Twenty  Mile  Creek,  and  though  the  rangers  were 
greatly  disheartened  by  the  retreat,  and  to  a  man  insisted  upon 
not  fighting  the  enemy,  we  decided  to  exhibit  on  that  spot,  the 
scene  of  death  or  victory.  I  was  iqduced  to  adopt  the  order  of 
the  hollow  square  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  evolution,  which 
I  knew  all  the  troops  are  incompetent  to  perfonn  in  action.  The 
detachment?  of  the  24th  and  28th  infantry  occupied  the  brow  of 
the  heights.  The  detachment  from  the  garrison  of  Detroit,  formed 
the  north  front  of  the  square,  the  rangers  the  wett^  and  the  aulitia 


the  louth.    Aur  horses  and  ba^age  atood  in  the  centre ;  the  en 

tay  threw  his  militia  and  Indians  across  the  ravine  above  the  m^^ 
and  commenced  the  action  with  savage  jells,  and  bugles  soundk  » 
from  the  north,  west  and  south.     Hia  re^lara  at  the  same  ti-%]^ 
chirked  down  the   road  from  the  oppoaite  heights,    crossed    tie 
bridge  and  charged  up  the  heights  we  occupied,  within  twenrr 
steps  of  the  American  line,  and  against  the  moat  destructive  fim 
But  his  front  section  waa  soon  ahot  to  pieces.     Those  who  follorfij 
were  muchthined  and  wounded.     His  officers  were  soon  cut  down, 
and  his  antagonists  continued  to  evince  a  degree  of  animaHan, 
that  bespoke  at  once  their  boldness  and  security.     Me  thereTon 
abandoned   the  charge,  and    took  cover  in  the  woods  at  diffiiM^ 
order,  between  fifteen,  twenty,  and  thirty  paces  of  our  line,  uA 
placed  all  hopes  upon  his  ammunition. 

Ourregulurs  being  uncovered,  were  ordered  to  kneel,  thattla 
brow  of  the  heights  might  partly  screen  tliein  from  the  enemy'i 
view.  The  firing  increaaeJ  on  both  sides  with  great  vivacity;  Ut 
tlie  crisia  was  over.  I  knew  the  enemy  dare  not  uncover,  and  of 
course  that  no  second  charge  would  be  attempted.  On  the  Dort}i, 
west  and  south  front,  the  firing  had  been  sustained  with  nrnd 
cookiesa,  and  with  considerable  loss  to  the  foe.  Our  troops  n 
those  fronts  being  protected  by  logs  hastily  thrown  together,  ai 
the  enemy  not  rhar^ng,  both  the  rifle  and  the  musket  were  aia* 
ed  at  leisure,  perhaps  always  iold.     The  enemy  at  last  becinc 

Brsuaded,  that  providence  had  sealed  the  fortune  of  the  dtj. 
is  cover  on  the  rnsi  front  was  insufficient;  forashe  had  chaiied 
in  column  of  sections,  and  therefore,  when  dispersing  on  eimt 
side  of  the  road,  was  unable  to  extend  hia  flanks,  and  &s  our  n- 

§ulare  presented  an  extended  front  from  the  beginning,  it  is  eri- 
ent  that  a  common  sized  tree  could  not  protect  even  one  bu. 
much  less  the  squads  that  often  stood  and  breathed  their  lasttt- 
gether;  and  yet  upon  hia  regulars  the  enemv  relied  for  vict«T« 
In  concert,  therefore,  and  favoured  by  tlie  shades  of  twilight,* 
commenced  a  general  ratreat,  after  one  hour's  close  nnd  gallant 
conflict. 

Idid  not  pursue  for  the  following  reasons.  Fiisl,  we  had  tri- 
umphed against  numbers  and  discipline,  and  wen-  therefore  oiuitc 
|(0  (^ligation  of  honour  to  incur  additional  haz^id.  Second,  in 
these  requisites  (numbers  and  discipline)  the  eiieruy  were  stiU 
superior,  and  the  night  would  have  ensured  succc's^  loan  ambat- 
caae.  Third,  the  enemy's  bugle  sounded  the  c/'iff  upon  the  ap- 
posite heights.  If  then  we  had  pursued,  we  luusi  liave  paved 
over  to  him,  as  he  did  to  us,  because  the  creek  could  be  passedaa 
horseback  at  no  other  point,  and  the  troops  being  fatigued  aoJ 
frost-bitlen,  anil  their  shoes  cut  to  pieces  by  the  li117.cn  g;T«uDil,it 
was  not  possible  to  pursue  on  foot.  It  follows  that  the  attempt  ts 
pursue  would  have  pven  the  enemy  the  same  ad\  antage  that  [w 
duced  the  defeat. 
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Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  amounted  to  a  non-commission- 
ed officer  and  six  privates,  but  the  blood  of  between  80  and  90 
brave  Englishmen^  and  among  them  four  officers,  avenged  their 
fall.  ITie  commander,  captain  Barden  of  the  89th,  is  supposed 
to  have  been  killed  at  an  early  stage  of  the  contest.  The  whole 
American  force  in  action,  consisted  of  150  rank  and  file,  of  whom 
ro  were  militia,  including  rangers.  Tlie  enemy's  regulars  alone*, 
were  from  150  to  180  strong,  and  his  militia  and  Indians  fought 
upon  three  fronts  of  our  square. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  all  my  regular  officers,  and  trust  their 
names  will  be  mentioned  to  the  army  and  to  the  War  Department. 
AVithout  intending  a  discrimination,  it  must  be  acknowledged, 
that  the  exertions  of  lieutenants  Kouns  and  Henrv  of  the  28th, 
and  Jackson  and  Potter  of  the  24th,  were  most  conspicuous,  be- 
cause fortune  had  opposed  tliem  to  the  main  strength  of  the  foe. 
Captain  Lee  of  the  Michigan  dragoons,  was  of  great  assistance  be- 
fore the  action,  at  the  head  of  uie  advance  and  spies,  and  mj 
warmest  thanks  are  due  to  acting  sailing  master  Darling,  of  the 
United  States'  schooner  Somers,  who  hadvolunteered  to  command 
the  artillery.  Ensign  Heard  of  the  28th,  acting  as  volunteer  ad- 
jutant, merits  my  acknowledgments,  and  especially  for  his  zeal  in 
defending  my  opinion  against  a  final  retreat,  when  others  per^ 
mitted  their  hopes  to  sink  beneath  the  pressure  of  the  moment. 

The  enemy's  wounded  and  prisoners  were  treated  with  the  ut- 
most humanity.  Though  some  of  our  men  were  marching  in  thin 
stocking  feet)  they  were  not  permitted  to  take  a  shoe  even  from 
6iedead« 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

A.  H.  HOLMES,  CapU  24th  Infi, 
lieutenant  colonel  Butler. 


UNITED  STATES*  SHIP  UNITED  STATES,  NEW  LONDON, 

starch  18th,  1814. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  vou  enclosed,  a  despatch  re- 
ceived by  me  from  captain  Capel,  tlie  commanding  officer  of  the 
British  squadron  before  this  port,  written  in  reply  to  an  applica- 
tion of  mine,  for  the  release  of  an  American  seamau,  detained 
against  his  will  on  board  the  frigate  Statira. 

Hiram  Thayer,  bom  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  in  the  county  of 
Hampshire,  and  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  was  impress- 
ed into  the  naval  service  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  month  of  August, 
1803,  and  detained  ever  since.  About  six  years  ago,  when  the 
Statira  was  put  in  commission,  he  was  transferred  to  her,  and  has 
been  constantly  on  board  her  to  this  day.  I  am  informed,  and  in 
fact  it  was  stated  bv  captain  Stackpole  to  lieutenant  Hamilton, 
vho  wfts  charged  with  the  flag,  that  the  late  general  Lyraan,  ou.i^ 
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consul  at  LondoH,  made  application  to  the  Lords  Commissionen 
for  the  discharge  of  Thayer,  but  tliey  were  not  satisfied  with  th« 
evidence  of  his  nativity. 

John  Thayer,  the  father  of  Hiram,  assures  me,  that  the  certi- 
ficate of  the  select-men,  the  town  clerk,  and  the  minister  of 
Greenwich,  were  forwarded  some  time  ago  to  Mr.  Mitchel,  the 
resident  agent  for  American  prisoners  of  war  at  Halifax,  butdoes 
not  know  the  reason  why  he  was  not  released  then.  The  son  has 
written  to  his  father,  and  informed  him  that  gn  his  representing 
to  captain  Stackpole,  that  he  was  an  American  citizen,  and  would 
Dottlght  against  tiis  country,  that  captain  Stackpole  told  him  "if 
they  fell  in  with  an  American  man  of  war,  and  he  did  notdohii 
duty,  he  should  be  tied  to  the  mast  and  shot  like  a  dog."' 

(in  Monday  the  14th  instant,  John  Tliayer  requested  me  to 
allow  him  a  itag  to  go  off  to  the  enemy  and  ask  for  the  release  of 
his  son.     This  t  granted  at  once,  and  addressed  a  note  to  captain 
Capel,  stating  that  1  felt  pursiiaded  that  the  application  of  the 
fatner,  furnished  as  he  was  with  conclusive  evidence  of  the  nativi- 
ty and  the  identity  of  his  son,  would  induce  an  immediate  order 
for  his  discharge.     The  reply  is  enclosed.     The  son  descried  hi* 
father  at  a  distance   in  the  boat,  and  told  the  first  lieutenant  of 
the  Statira  that  it  was  his  father,  and  I  understand  that  the  feel- 
ings manifested  by  the  old  man  on  receiving  the  hand  of  his  sod, 
proved,  beyond  all  other  evidence,  the  property  he  had   in  him. 
There  was  no  doubt  left  on  the  mind  of  a  single  British  ofiicercf 
Hiram  Thayer's  being  an  American  citizen ;  and  yet  he  is  de- 
tained, not  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  but  compelled,  under  the  mofit 
cruel  threats,  to  serve  the  enemies  of  his  country. 

Thayer  has  so  recommended  himself  by  his  sobriety,  industry 
and  seamanship,  as  to  be  appointed  a  boatswain^s  mate,  and  is  nov 
serving  in  that  capacity  in  the  Statira :  and  he  says  there  is  dot 
to  him  from  the  British  government  about  two  hundred  and  fiftl 
pounds  sterling.  .  He  has  also  assured  his  father,  that  he  has  it 
ways  refused  to  receive  any  bounty  or  advance,  lest  it  iDi|bt 
afford  some  pretext  for  denying  him  his  discharge  whenever  a  |lff. 
per  application  should  be  made  for  it.  . , 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &,c.  ,l 

STEPHEN  DECATUBir^'" 

Honourable  W.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  -'■ 


i 


SIXTH  AND  SEVENTH  DISTRICTS,  FORT  HAWKIKfl^ 

April  2d. 
SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  of  enclosing  to  your  excellency 
cial  account  of  a  decisive  victory  over  tfie  hostile  Creek  t 
achieved  by  the  military  talents  and  enterprize  of  ge 
mn,  supported  by  the  distinguished  valor  and  good 
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fhe  gatlant  troops  under  his  command.  While  the  sieh  of  human- 
ity will  escape  for  this  profuse  effusion  of  human  blood,  which 
results  from  the  savage  principle  of  our  enemy,  neither  to  give 
nor  accept  quarter,  and  while  every  American  will  deeply  la- 
ment the  loss  of  our  meritorious  fellow  soldiers  who  have  fallen 
in  this  contest,  we  have  ample  cause  of  gratitude  to  the  giver  of 
all  victory  for  thus  continuing  his  protection  to  our  women  and 
children,  who  would  otherwise  be  exposed  to  the  indiscriminate 
havoc  of  the  tomaliawk  and  all  the  horrors  of  savage  warfare. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS  PINCKNEY, 

Mag,  Gen*  U,  8,  army. 
Ks  exceUency  Gov.  Early. 


(iNCLOSURE.) 

ON  THE  BATTLE  GROUND,  IN  THE  BEND  OF  THE^tALAPOOSIfi, 

March  28th,  1814; 

SIR, 

I  feel  particularly  happy  in  being  able  to  communicate  to  joxk 
the  fortunate  eventuation  of  my  expedition  to  Talapoosie.  I 
reached  the  head  near  Emucfau  (called  by  the  whites  Horse 
Shoe)  about  10  o'clock  on  the  forenoon  of  yesterday,  where  I 
found  the  stren^h  of  the  neighboring  townsjcollected  ;  expecting 
our  approach,  they  had  gathered  in  from  Oakfuskee,  Oakehoga, 
New  Yorcau,  Hilhbees,  the  Fish  Pond*  and  Eufalee  towns,  to  3ic 
number  it  is  said  of  1 000.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  a  situation  more 
eligible  for  defence  than  the  one  they  had  chosen,  or  one  rendered 
more  secure  by  the  skill  ^ith  which  they  had  ereted  their  breast- 
work. It  was  from  5  to  8  feet  high,  and  extended  across  the  point  in 
such  a  direction,  as  that  a  force  approaching  it  would  be  exposed  to 
a  double  fire,  while  they  lay  in  perfect  security  behind.  A  cannon 
planted  at  one  extremity  could  have  raked  it  to  no  advantage. 

Determined  to  exterminate  them,  I  detached  general  Coffee 
witlitlie  mounted,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Indian,  force,  early 
on  the  morning  of  yesterday,  to  cross  the  river  about  two  miles 
below  their  encampment,  and  to  surround  the  bend  in  such  a 
manner,  as  that  none  of  them  should  escape  by  attempting  to  cross 
the  river.  With  the  infantry  I  proceeded  slowly  and  in  order 
along  the  point  of  land  which  led  to  the  front  of  their  breast-* 
work ;  having  planted  my  cannon,  (one  six  and  one  three  poun- 
der) on  an  einineiice  at  the  distance  of  150  to  200  yards  from  it, 
I  opened  a  very  brisk  fire,  playing  upon  the  enemy  with  the  mus- 
kets and  rifles  ^\henever  they  shewd  themselves  beyond  it ;  this 
was  kept  up,  with  short  interruptions,  for  about  two  hours,  when  a 
part  of  the  Indian  force  and  captain  UusselPs,  and  lieutenant 
Bean's  companies  of  spies,  who  had  accompanied  general  Coffee^ 
crossed  ever  ia  canoes  to  the  extremitv  of  the  bend,  and  set  firer 
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to  a  kw  of  the  building  which  were  there  situated ;  thej  theft 
advanced  with  great  gallantry  towards  the  breastwork,  and  com- 
menced a  spirited  fire  upon  the  enemy  behind  it.  Finding  ^t 
tliis  force,  notwithstanding  the  bravery  thus  displayed,  was  whollj 
insufficient  to  dislodge  them,  and  that  general  CofTee  had  entirely 
secured  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  I  now  determined  to  take 
their  works  by  storm.  The  men  by  whom  tliis  was  to  be  effected 
had  been  waiting  with  impatience  to  receive  the  order,  and  hailed 
it  with  acclamation.  The  spirit  which  animated  them  was  a  sort 
augury  of  the  success  which  was  to  follow.  The  history  of  war- 
fare I  think  furnishes  few  instances  of  a  more  brilliant  attack; 
the  regulars  led  on  by  their  intrepid  and  skillful  commander, 
colonel  Williams,  and  by  the  gallant  major  Montgomery,  soob 
gained  possession  of  the  works  in  the  midst  of  a  most  tremendous 
fire  from  behind  them,  and  the  militia  of  the  venerable  general 
Doherty's  brigade  accompanied  them  in  the  charge  with  a  vivacity 
and  firmness  which  would  have  done  honour  to  regulars.  Tlie 
enemy  was  complete!  y  routed.  Five  hundred  and  fiftu-aeven  were 
left  dead  on  the  peniilsula,  and  a  great  number  were  killed  bytlie 
horsemen  in  attempting  to  cross  me  river.  It  is  believed  tliat  not 
more  than  tiventy  have  escaped. 

The  fighting  continued  with  some  severity  about  live  hourSi 
but  we  continued  to  destroy  many  of  them,  who  had  concealed 
themselves  under  tlie  banks  of  the  river,  until  we  were  prevented 
by  the  night.  This  morning  we  killed  sixteen  who  nad  beei 
concealed.  We  took  about  £50  prisoners,  all  women  and  childrei 
except  two  or  three.  Our  loss  is  106  wounded,  and  £5  killed. 
Major  M'lntosh,  the  Cowetau,  who  joined  my  army  with  a  partof 
his  tribe,  greatly  distinguished  himself.  ^Vhen  I  get  a  leisuR 
hour  I  will  send  you  a  more  detailed  account. 

According  to  my  original  purpose,  I  comrnenced  my  retail 
march  to  Fort  Williams  to-clay,  and  shall,  it'  I  find  sufficieiC 
supplies  tliere,  hasten  to  the  Hickory  ground.  The  power  of  tt0 
Creeks  is  I  think  forever  broken. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ANDREW  JACKSON,  Jlfoj.  Gm  » 
Slajor  general  Tliomas  Pinckney.  -" 

iSJter  the  battle  of  the  Horse  SJioe  general  Jackson  made  thefl^ 
lowing  address  to  the  anny,  March  £8t/i,  18 14,  i( 

SOLDIERS, 

You  have  entitled  yourselves  to  the  gratitude  of  joitr 
try  and  your  general.    The  expedition,  from  which  you  htt^j 
returned,  has,  by  your  good  conduct,  been  rendered  j 
beyond  any  example  in  the  history  of  our  warfare: 
deemed  the  character  of  your  state,  and  of  that  A\ 
troops,  of  which  the  greater  part  of  you  are. 
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You  have,  within  a  few  days,  opened  your  way  to  the  Tallapoo- 
tie,  and  destroyed  a  confederacy  of  the  enemy,  ferocious  by  na- 
ture, and  grown  insolent  from  impunity.  Relying  on  their  num- 
bers, the  security  of  their  situation,  and  the  assurances  of  their 
prophets,  they  derided  our  approach,  and  already  exulted,  in 
anticipation  of  the  victory  they  expected  to  obtain.  But  they 
were  ignorant  of  the  influence  of  government  on  the  human  pow- 
ers, nor  knew  what  brave  men,  and  civilized,  could  effect.  By 
their  yells,  they  hoped  to  frighten  us,  and  with  their  wooden  forti- 
fications to  oppose  us.  Stupid  mortals !  their  yells  but  designa* 
ted  their  situation  the  more  certainly ;  whilst  their  walls  became 
a  snare  for  their  own  destruction.  So  will  it  ever  be  whea 
presumption  and  ignorance  contend  against  bravery  and  pru- 
dence. 

The  fiends  of  the  Tallapoosie  will  no  longer  murder  our  women 
and  children,  or  disturb  the  quiet  of  our  borders.  Their  mid- 
night flartibeaux  will  no  more  illumine  their  council -house,  or 
shine  upon  the  victim  of  their  infernal  orgies.  In  their  places,  a 
new  generation  will  arise,  who  will  know  their  duty  better.  The 
weapons  of  warfare  will  be  exchanged  for  utensils  of  husbandry  ; 
and  the  wilderness,  wliich  now  withers  in  sterility,  and  mourns 
the  desolation  which  overspreads  her,  will  blossom  as  the  rose» 
and  become  the  nursery  of  the  arts.  But  before  this  happy  day 
can  arrive,  other  chastisements  remain  to  be  inflicted.  It  is 
indeed  lamentable,  that  the  path  to  peace  should  lead  through 
blood,  and  over  the  bodies  ot  the  slain :  but  it  is  a  dispensation 
of  Providence,  to  inflict  partial  evils  that  good  may  be  produced* 

Our  enemies  are  not  sufficiently  humbled ;  they  do  not  sue  for 
peace.  A  collection  of  them  awaits  our  approach,  and  remain  to 
be  dispersed.  Buried  in  ignorance,  and  seauced  by  their  prophets, 
they  have  the  weakness  to  believe  they  will  still  be  able  to  make 
a  stand  against  us.  They  must  be  undeceived,  and  made  to  atone 
for  their  obstinacy  and  their  crimes,  by  still  further  suffering. 
The  hopes  which  have  so  long  deluded  them,  must  be  driven  from 
their  last  refuge.  They  must  be  made  to  know  that  their  pro- 
phets are  impostors,  and  that  our  strength  is  mighty,  and  will 
prevail.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  may  we  expect  to  make  with 
them  a  peace  that  shall  be  lasting. 


Extract  of  a  letter  frDm  general  Jackson   to  governor  Blount* 

March  28th,  1814. 

"  I  took  up  the  line  of  march  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant»^ 
and  having  opened  a  passage  of  52  miles  over  the  ridges  which 
divide  tlie  waters  of  the  two  rivers,  I  reached  the  bend  of  the  Ta- 
lapoosie  three  miles  beyond  where  I  had  the  engagement  of  the 
22d  January,  and  at  the  southern  extremity  of  Sew  Yorcau  om 
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ttie  mortimg  of  t]ie  ZTth.  This  bend  resembles  in  lis  cnrrBtnn 
that  of  a  horse  shoe,  and  is  thence  called  bj  that  name  among  the 
whites.  Natare  furnishes  few  sitnatiuns  as  eligible  for  defence; 
and  barbaiittim  have  never  rendered  one  more  secure  by  art.  Acrosi 
the  neck  of  land  which  leads  into  it  from  the  north,  they  have 
had  erected  a  breast-work  of  the  greatest  cumpactness  and  strengdt, 
from  five  to  eight  feet  high,  and  prepared  with  double  rows  of 
port  holes  very  artfully  arranE«d.  The  figure  of  this  wall  mini- 
tested  no  leas  skill  in  the  projectors  of  it,  than  its  coustruction^ 
an  amty  could  not  approach  it,  without  being  exposed  to  a  double 
and  cross  fire  from  tiie  enemy,  who  lay  in  perfect  security  bebind 
it.  The  area  of  this  peninsula,  thu«  bounded  by  breast-work^ 
includes,  1  conjecture,  80  or  100  acres. 

"  Having  maintained  for  a  few  minutes  a  very  obstinate  conflict, 
muzzle  to  muzzle,  through  the  port  holes,  tti  which  many  of  the 
enemy's  balls  were  welded  to  the  bayonets  of  our  muskets,  our  troopi 
succeeded  in  gaining  the  opposite  side  of  the  works.  The  eveat 
could  no  longer  be  doubtfiiL  The  enemy,  although  many  of 
them  fought  to  the  last  with  that  kind  of  bravery  which  despen- 
^on  inspfres,  were  at  length  routed  and  cut  to  pieces,  llie  whole 
margin  of  the  river  which  surrounded  the  peninsula,  was  strevrel 
with  the  slain. 

"  Among  the  dead  was  found  their  famous  prophet  Monalum 
shot  in  the  mouth  by  a  grapeshot,  as  if  Heaven  designed  to  chai- 
tise  his  impostures  by  an  appropriate  punishment.  Two  other 
prophets  were  also  killed ;  leaving  no  others,  as  1  learn,  oo  ths 
Talapoosie.  Our  loss  was  26  white  men  killed  and  106  woundctL 
Cherokees  18  killed  and  56  wounded.  Friendly  Creeks  5  kilM 
and  il  wounded. 

"'Hie  loss  of  colonel  Williams's  regiment  of  rcgularsis  ITkillfd 
and  55  wounded,  two  of  whom  have  since  died.  Amongst  Afe 
former  were  major  Montgomery,  lieutenant  Somerville,  and  liai> 
tenant  Itloulton,  who  fell  in  ^e  charge  made  on  the  works.  Ms 
men  ever  acted  more  gallantly  or  felfmore  gloriously.  ' 

"  Of  the  artillery  company  commanded  by  ciiptain  Parish,  II 
were  wounded,  one  of  whom,  Samuel  Garner,  has  since  died- 
Lieutcnants  Allen  and  Ridgely  were  both  wouniled.  The  whole 
company  acted  with  its  usual  gallantry.  Captain  Bradford  of  the 
irth  United  States'  infantry,  who  acted  as  chief  enj^incer,  and 
superintended  the  firing  of  tlic  cannon,  has  entitled  himself,  by  hk 
good  conduct,  to  my  warmest  thanks. 

"  To  say  all  in  a  word,  the  whole  army  who  achieved  this  forti- 
nate  victory,  have  merited,  by  their  good  conduct,  the  g;ratitii<lo 
of  their  country.  So  far  as  1  saw  or  could  learn,  there  was  MM 
an  officer  or  soldier  who  did  not  perform  his  duty  witi  dw  it- 
moBt  fiftelity.  The  conductof  the  militia  on  this  occasion  hasgMe 
hr  towards  redeeming  the  character  of  that  description  of  tnia|i6> 
'fhey  have  been  as  orderly  in  their  encampments,  and  on  Adr 
line  of  march,  OS  they  have  been  signally  brave  in  thsdajvfbatde.   i 
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In  a  few  days  I  shall  take  up  the  line  of  march  for  the  Hiekory 
ground;  and  have  every  thing  to  hope  from  such  troops.*' 

Vhe  following  extract  from  the  life  of  general  Jackson^  by  his  aid, 
John  Reidy  brevet  major.  United  States^  army,  pourtrays  the 
difficulties  which  surrounded  the  general  prior  to  the  battlfi 
of  Tohopeka  or  the  Horse  Shoe. 

••  Notliing  was  wanted  now,  to  put  the  troops  in  motion,  and 
actively  to  prosecute  the  war,  but  necessary  supplies.     Remon<- 
stance,  entreaty,  and  threats,  had  long  since  been  used,  and  ex.- 
hausted.     Every  mean  had  been  resorted  to,  to  impress  on  th^ 
minds   of  the  contractors   the  necessity  of  urging  forward,  in 
bithful   discharge  of  their  duty ;  but  the  same  indifference   and 
neglect  were  still  persisted  in.    To  ward  off  the  effects  of  such, 
ereat  evils, — evils  which  he  foresaw  would  again  eventuate  in 
discontent  and   revolt,  Jackson   resolved   to   pursue  a  different 
course,  and  no  longer  depend  on  persons  who  had  so  frequently 
disappointed  him.     He  accordingly  despatched  messengers  to  the 
nearest  settlements,  with   directions   to  purchase  provisions  at 
whatever  price  they  could  be  procured.     This  course,  to  these  in- 
cumbents on  the  nation,  afforded  an  argument  much  stronger  than 
any   to   which   he   had    before   resorted.     Thus  assailed    in  a 
way  they  had  not  before  thought  of,  by  being  held  and   made 
liable  for  the  amount  of  the  purchases,  they  exerted  themselves 
in  discharge  of  a  duty  they  nad  hitherto  shamefully  neglected. 
Every  expedient  had  been  tried,  to  urge  them  to  a  compliance 
with  the  obligations  they  were   under  to   their  government ;  un- 
til present,  none  had  proved  effectual.     In  one  of  his   letters^ 
about  this  time,   the  general  remarks  :  <  I  have  no  doubt,  but  a 
combination  has  been  formed,   to  stai-ve  us  out,   and  defeat  tho 
objects  of  the  campaign  ;  butMcGee  ought  to  have  recollected  that 
he  had  disappointed  and  starved  my  army  once;  and  now  in  re- 
turn, it  shall   be  amply  provided  for,  at  his  expense.    At  this 
point,  he  was  to  have  delivered  the  rations,   and  whatever  they 
may  cost,  at  this  place,  he  will  be  required  to  pay ;  any  price 
that  will  ensure   their  delivery,  I    have  directed  to  be   given.' 
The  supplying  an  army  by  contractors,  he  had  often  objected  to,  aa 
highly  exceptionable  and  dangerous.    His  monitor,  on  this  sub- 
ject, was  his  own   experience.    Disappointment,  mutiny,   and 
abandonment  by  his  troops,  when  in  the  full  career  of  success, 
and  an  unnecessarily  protracted  campaign,  were  among  the  evila 
already  experienced,  and  which  he  wished,  if  possible,  to  be  in  fu- 
ture avoided. 

*•  Under  these  and  other  circumstances  which  seemed  to  in- 
irolve  much  more  serious  consequences,  the  general  had  but  little 
repose  or  quietness;  every  thing  was  working  in  opposition  to  his. 
nnshes.    The  East  Tennessee  brigade,  under  the  command  of 
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Bohertr.  having  bc«n  insfructed  tn  halt,  until  adequate  supplin 
should  be  received  athead  quarters,  had  already  manifested  inanj 
gjinptoms  of  revolt,  and  was  with  much  difficulty  restrained  fmm 
returning  immediately  home.  Added  to  their  own  discontenti, 
and  unwdlingness  to  remain  in  service,  much  pains  had  l>eeti  u- 
ken  by  a  personage  high  in  authurilv,  to  scatter  dissension 
amongst  them,  and  to  pernuade  them,  that  thej  had  been  impro- 
perly called  out,  and  w  ithout  sufficient  autlioritv  ; — that  llie  draft 
was  illegal,  and  that  they  were  under  no  necessity  to  serve. 
Arajuraents  like  these,  urged  by  a  man  of  standing,  were  uell  cal> 
cuUted  to  answer  tlte  end  desired;  what  the  governing  motiie 
was,  that  gave  rise  to  a  course  of  conduct  so  strange,  isdinicuh  to 
be  imagined ;  none  was  ever  avowed,  and  certainly  none  can  be 
men,  that  will  account  for  it  satisfactorily.  Oii  the  mominf 
tiiat  general  Doherty  was  about  to  proceed  to  head  quarters,  he 
was  astonished  to  find  a  beating  up  for  volunteers,  to  abandon  fail 
camp  and  return  home.  Notwithstanding  all  his  efforts  to  pre- 
vent it,  one  hundred  and  eighty  deserted.  His  surprise  was  still 
Greater,  on  learning,  that  a  captain  fioui  Carter  county,  had  been 
instructed  by  major  general  Cocke,  that  in  the  event  of  his  march- 
ing back  any  number  of  the  troops,  fte  would  take  upon  himself  fe 
discharge  them,  on  tJicir  return  to  Knowille.  Before  this,  Cocke 
had  been  at  the  camp  of  Doherty,  and  had,  by  different  means, 
attempted  to  escite  mutiny  and'  disallection  among  the  traoM. 
As  a  reason  for  being  unwilling  to  go  with  them  in  command,  M 
stated,  that  they  would  be  placed  in  a  situation  which  hedislikrd 
to  mention,  and  one  which  his  feelings  would  not  enable  himts 
witness  :  tliat  lliev  were  going  nut  to  be  placed  under  the  cob- 
inand  of  general  Jackson,  who  would  Impose  on  ihem  the  seve- 
rest trials, and  where  they  would  have  to'encounter  every  privitiA 
and  suffering.  He  represented,  that  at  head  quarlfrs'tliere-^^J 
not  a  sufficiency  uf  provisions  on  hand  to  last  five  days;  nof-'^^l 
there  a  probability  that  there  would  be  any  change  ofcinn|B 
Stances  for  the  better; — that  should  they  once  be  placed  in  fl^^ 
power  of  Jackson,  he  would,  with  the  iv;iiiLir  forcp  under  Ui 
command,  compel  them  to  servo  as  long  as  lie  pleased.  KTiim* 
■ions  like  the^e,  to  men  uho  had  never  bvlore  bct^n  in  the  Q«U, 
and  coming  from  one  nhu  had  already  been  empluyeil  in  ■  tM* 
pectable  command,  were  v.ell  calculated  to  poduce  sr-rioua  !■• 
presslons.  Doherty,  who  was  a  brigadier  in  the  lir'^t  di>  isinn,*^ 
at  a  loss  to  know  how  he  should  proceed  willi  Ids  UHti  mnjnrgM.- 
crof,  who  had  obtruded  himself  into  his  camp,  and  uascndek- 
voring  to  e,rcile  a  revolt ;  he  accordingly  despatched  an  cxprCM 
to  head  quarters,  to  give  information  of  what  was  nait^ing.  'Ilff 
messenger  arrived,  and,  in  return,  received  an  order  from  vA- 
eral  Jackson  to  Doherty,  comniandinghim,])ereinptorily,  tu  miif. 
and  send  under  guard  to  Fort  Strother,  every  officer,  withoul  re- 
gard to  his  rank,  who  should  be  found,  in  any  manner,  aiten^' 
mg  to  excite  his  army  to  mutiny.    General  Cocke,  pertiapt^j"*"" 
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kending  mrhat  was  going  on,  had  retired  before  this  order  arrived^ 
and  thus  escaped  the  punishment  due  to  so  aggravated  an 
offence." 


PROVINCE  OF  LOWER  CANADA, 

OdcllTown,  March  31st,  1814-. 

SIR, 

We  liave  had  an  affair  with  the  enemy,  in  which  our  troops 
have  given  him  another  test  of  firmness  an(i  valour. 

Pursuant  to  the  designs  communicated  to  you  in  my  last,  and 
to  accomplish  your  views  if  in  my  power,  I  entered  Canada  yes- 
terday morning,  and  was  met  by  the  enemy  near  this  place,  about 
eleven  o'clock,  whom  we  forced  at  every  point  or  attack  on 
the  route  to  La  Cole,  distant  from  hence  one  league,  and  from 
St.  John's  six.  We  reached  the  former  post  about  three  o'clock, 
and  found  there  a  strong  corps  in  possession  of  a  spacious  lofty 
stone  mill,  of  which  I  had  received  some  information.  An  eigh- 
teen pounder  had  been  ordered  forward  to  effect  the  destruction 
of  this  building,  but  it  broke  down,  and  after  being  repaired,  the 
only  road  of  approach  through  a  deep  forest  was  reported  to  be 
impracticable  to  a  gun  of  such  weight.  An  opinion  prevailed  at 
the  same  time  with  tlie  chief  engineer,  major  Totten,  founded  on 
intelligence  previously  received,  and  several  of  the  best  inform- 
ed oflftcers,  that  an  iron  twelve  would  suffice  to  make  a  breach ; 
but  after  a  fair  and  tedious  experiment  at  300  yards  distance  only, 
it  was  discovered  our  battery  could  make  no  impression. 

Brigadier  generals  Smitli  and  Bissell^  covered  our  guns,  and 
brigadier  general  Macomb,  with  a  select  corps,  formed  the  re- 
serve. The  enemy  had  been  reported,  from  a  source  considered 
strictly  confidential,  to  2500  strong,  and  his  first  attack  of  my 
right  favoured  the  report,  from  the  use  he  made  of  congreve 
rockets  and  other  indications  of  deliberate  preparation;  the 
corps,  therefore,  were  lield  in  high  order  to  receive  his  combined 
attack.  Yet  believing  in  the  efficacy  of  our  battery,  dispositions 
had  been  made  to  intercept  the  enemy,  should  he  evacuate  the 
post,  and  to  give  it  the  utmost  effect,  we  were  obliged  to  take 

f  round  near  tlie  margin  of  the  field,  which  encompassed  the  mill, 
luring  the  cannonade,  which  was  returned  with  vivacity  by  the 
enemy's  ;iallies  (I  presume)  several  sorties  and  desperate  charges 
were  made  from  the  mill  upon  our  battery,  which  were  repulsed 
with  incredible  coolness  by  the  covering  corps,  at  the  expense 
of  some  blood  and  some  lives  on  both  sides  ;  it  is  reported  to  me, 
that  in  the  la^.t  charge,  a  captain  of  grenadiers  and  fifteen  men 
fell  together,  but  I  cannot  vouch  for  tlie  fact.  Finding  all  our 
fittempts  to  make  a  breach  unsticcessfui,  I  withdrew  the  battery, 
called  in  my  detachments,  and  ha\  .ng  removed  our  dead  and 
wounded,  and  every  thing  else,  fell  back  to  this  place  about  siv 
•*€lo«k. 
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Where  a  military  corps  appears  to  be  univcrsallj  animated  bjr 
the  same  sensibilities,  where  the  onlj  competition  is  for  danger 
and  glorj,  individual  distinctions  seem  improper,  except  in  eX" 
traordinary  cases,  such  as  the  conduct  of  the  officers  who  com- 
manded our  battery  yesterday.  Captain  M'Pherson,  of  the  li^ht 
artillery,  (my  military  secretary,  impelled  by  the  noble  spirit 
which  marks  his  whole  character,)  asked  permission  to  take  part 
in  the  operations  of  the  day  with  his  proper  arm  ;  he  was  indulg- 
ed, and  being  first  for  command,  tooK  cnars^e  of  the  pieces  which 
followed  the  advance  and  formed  our  battery,  in  which  he  was 
seconded  by  lieutenants  Larrabee  and  Sheldon.  On  opening  his 
fire  he  seemed  inclined  to  the  opinion  he  could  make  an  impres- 
sion on  the  work,  but  he  soon  received  a  wound  under  the  chin, 
which  he  tied  up  witlihis  handkerchief,  and  continued  at  his  piece, 
until  a  second  shot,  which  broke  his  thigh,  brought  him  to  the 
earth.  Larrabee  had  kept  his  station,  until  shot  through  the 
lungs,  and  Sheldon  kept  up  the  fire  until  ordered  to  retire.  The 
conduct  of  these  gentlemen  has,  from  the  nature  of  their  duties, 
been  so  conspicuously  gallant,  as  to  attract  the  admiration  of  their 
brethren  in  arms,  and  should  ((  humbly  conceive)  be  distinguish- 
ed by  the  executive.  I  have  sent  forward  my  wounded,  who  caa 
bear  the  movement  to  Plattsburg  or  Burlington,  and  those  who 
cannot,  will  be  provided  for  at  Cham  plain.  I  would  hold  this 
position  until  I  received  further  orders,  were  it  not  for  the  diffi- 
culty of  transporting  our  provisions,  and  the  impossibility  to  cover 
the  troops ;  but  I  shall  not  retire  further  than  Champlain,  which 
^ill  place  us  twenty-five  miles  from  St  John's,  and  forty-two  fntt 
Montreal. 

I  cannot  close  this  letter  witliout  confessing  my  obligations  to 
my  general  and  field  ofiicers,  and  to  my  general  staff  of  e?arTt 
grade,  for  the  able  and  prompt  support  iVeceived  from  them.  Sil, 
small  an  affair  does  not  merit  so  tedious  at,  detail,  but  it  warranty 
the  remark,  that  it  will  produce  a  degree  of  seif  confidence,  ofoi^ 
ciprocal  trust,  of  harmony  and  friendly  attachments  in  this  ooi 
highly  beneficial  to  this  service.  It  is  a  lesson  of  command  toi 
officers,  and  of  obedience  to  the  soldiers,  worth  a  whole  ycf 
drill  of  empty  parades.  The  returns  of  killed  and  wounded^  li(n£ 
not  yet  been  furnished,  but  they  will  not  exceed  80  or  9C^/^ 
eluding  a  captain  and  four  subalterns,  and  this  shall  be  foi 
cd  to-morrow  or  next  day.  For  the  information  of  their 
jou  have  at  foot  tlie  names  of  tlie  wounded  officers. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

JAMES  WILKINSei 

Officers  wounded: 

Captain  M'Pherson,  lieutenant  Larrabee,  light  artill 
tenant  Green,  11th  infantry  ;  leutcnant  Parker,  14th 
lieutenant  Kerr,  rifle  regiment. 
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BUTLEDGB»  April  6th,  1814. 

SIR, 

The  limited  means  I  set  out  with  to  procure  provisions  for  the 
Toops  under  your  command,  and  the  transportation  thereof,  would 
n  almost  every  other  country  have  proved  ineftectual.  The  con- 
:ractor8,  the  quarter  master  and  the  citizens  concerned  with  me« 
lave  all  done  their  duty,  and  it  is  witli  much  pleasure  that  I  now 
innounce  to  you,  that  the  waters  have  risen,  and  the  boats  are  de- 
icending  the  rivers  Holstein,  Frenchbroad,  and  Tennessee,  so 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  land  from  three  to  five  thousand  barrels  of 
bread  stuflT,  from  thirty  to  fifty  thousand  weight  of  bacon  and 
other  necessary  supplies  at  Fort  Deposit,  within  eight  or  ten  days, 
ID  addition  to  what  you  now  have,  which  will  more  than  realize 
your  best  expectations.  It  is  a  high  gratification  for  me  to  assure 
you  that  the  oest  exertions  to  aid  mem  all  things  necessary,  have 
been  cheerfully  afibrded  by  my  fellow  citizens  in  all  parts  of  the 
state,  as  well  as  in  the  county  ot  Madison,  in  the  Mississippi  ter- 
ritory.   May  glory  and  conquest  still  attend  you* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

WILLIAM  COCKE. 

BIftjor  general  Andrew  Jackson. 


«AMP,  AT  THE  JUNCTION  OF  THE  COOSEE  &  TALAPOOSIE, 

Apnl  18th,  1814. 

SIR, 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  campaign  is  drawing  to  a 
prosperous  close.  We  have  scoured  the  Coosee  and  Talapoosie, 
and  the  intervening  country.  A  part  of  the  enemy  on  the  latter 
river,  made  their  escape  across  it  just  before  our  arrival,  and  are 
flying  in  consternation  towards  Pensacola.  Many  of  those  on  the 
Cfoosec  and  the  neighbouring  country,  have  come  in  and  surren- 
dered unconditionally  ;  and  others  are  on  their  way,  and  hourly 
arriving,  to  submit  in  the  same  way.  We  will  overtake  those  who 
have  fled,  and  make  them  sensible  there  is  no  more  safety  in  flight 
than  in  resistance. 

Many  of  the  negroes  who  were  taken  at  fort  Mimms,  have  been 
delivered  up,  and  one  white  woman  (Polly  Jones),  with  her  two 
children.  They  will  be  properly  taken  care  of.  The  Talapoosie 
king  has  been  arrested,  and  is  here  in  confinement.  The  Tosta- 
hatchec  king  of  the  Hickory  ground  tribe,  has  delivered  himself 
up.  Weatherford  has  been  with  me,  and  I  did  not  confine  hinu 
He  will  be  with  me  again  in  a  few  days.  Peter  M'Quin  has  been 
taken,  but  escaped ;  he  must  be  taken  again.  Hillishagee,  their 
great  prophet,  has  also  absconded  ;  but  he  will  be  found.  They 
were  the  instigators  of  the  war,  and  such  is  their  situatioxi. 
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The  advance  of  the  eastern  division  formed  a  junction  with  me 
at  the  liallawellee,  on  the  15th,  and  accompanied  me  to  (art 
Decatur,  opposite  Tuckabatchee,  and  the  rest  will  arrive  in  a  few 
dajs,  except  what  will  be  left  for  the  retention  of  the  posts.  M^qer 
general  Pinckney  will  join  the  army  at  this  place  to-morrow  or 
next  day.  The  business  of  the  campaign  will  not,  I  presume, 
require  that  I  or  my  troops  should  remain  here  much  longer. 
General  Pinckney  and  colonel  Hawkins,  who  is  now  with  me, 
have  been  appointed  to  make  the  treaty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

ANDREW  JACKSON,  .Vaj.  Gen. 

Tiis  excellency  Willie  Blount, 

Governor  of  Tennessee. 


UNITED  STATES'  SHIP  GENERAL  PIKE, 

Sackett's  Harbour,  April  27tli,  1814. 

SIR. 

The  night  of  the  25th  instant,  two  of  our  guard  boats  fell  in 
with  three  of  the  enemy's  boats  in  this  bay.     Lieutenant  Dudley, 
(the  ofiicer  of  the  guard)  hailed  and  was  answered,  "guard  boats ;'^ 
this,  however,  not  being  satisfactory,  he  repeated  the  hail,  but  wis 
not  answered  ;  finding  that  strange  boats  were  endeavouring  to 
cut  him  oft"  from  the  shore,  he  fired  upon  them  ;  tlie  enemy,  uy- 
ing  upon  their  oars  for  a  short  time,  pulled  in  towards  Bull  Rock 
Point,  without  returning  the  fire.     Lieutenant  Dudley  retorned 
to  the  fleet,  and  got  a  reinforcement  of  boats;  but  nothing  more 
was  seen  of  the  enemy  that  night.     Yesterday  morning,  I  directed 
both  shores  of  Shermont  Hay  to  be  examined,  to  see  whether  the 
enemy  had  not  secreted  himself  in  some  of  the  small  Creeks.  Nff^ 
thing,  however,  was  discovered,  but  six  barrels  of  powder,  fouiA 
in  tl7e  water  near  the  shore,  where  our  guard  boats  fired  on  tti 
enemy ;  these  barrels  were  all  slung  in  such  a  manner,  that  Ml 
man  could  take  two  across  his  shoulders  and  carry  them  ;  «id^ 
barrel  had  a  hole  bored  in  the  head  of  about  an  inch  diameter*  im 
a  wooden  plug  in  it ;  these  barrels  of  powder  were  evide/itly  §ttil 
for  the  purpose  of  blowing  our  large  ship  up,  if  the  enera^       *^ 
have  got  in  undiscovered,  by  placing  them  under  the  ship's  1 
and  putting  a  piece  of  slow  match  or  port- fire  in  the  nole  ul' 
head,  which  would  burn  a  sufficient  time  to  allow  the  putMl 
escape  before  the  fire  would  communicate  to  the  powder ;  thisahi 
accounts  for  the  enemy  not  returning  the  fire  of  our  faoatl. 
having  so  much  powder  in,   he  was  apprehensive  of  a^ 
which  no  doubt  induced  him  to'lieave  it  overboard,  to  be 
to  return  the  fire  if  he  was  pursued. 

It  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  have  sui 
even  if  he  had  eluded  our  guard  boats  (which  there  are 
of;)  for^  independent  of  all  the  approaches  by  water 


by  boomt,  tfie  Madison  is  moored  across  the  large  ship^s  sterh 
within  twenty  yards,  and  her  guns  loaded  with  canister  and  •)ag;6 
ef  musket  balls,  to  rake  under  the  bottom  if  necessary*  A  lieute* 
tiant,  two  midshipmen  and  ten  men,  are  on  watch  under  the 
ship's  lK)ttom  every  night,  besides  a  marine  j^uard  outside  of  her. 
With  all  these  precautions,  I  think  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
an  enemy  to  land  near  the  ship  yard  unobsenxd.  However,  after 
this  discovery  of  the  enemy's  intentions,  we  shall  redouble  our 
vigilance  and  exertions  to  preserve  our  fleet  to  meet  the  enemy 
fi&irly  upon  the  Lake. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

nonourable  W.  Joncs» 


UNITED  STATES'  SHIP  ADAMS,  April  29th,  1814. 

SIR, 

Having  passed  the  enemy  in  Lynhaven,  on  the  night  of  the 
I8th  of  January  last,  I  steered  to  the  southward  of  Bermuda,  and 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  between  28  and  32  decrees,  north  latitude. 
On  the  29th  January,  captured  an  English  schooner  from  Malaga 
to  Halifax,  with  a  cargo  of  wine,  oil  and  fruit,  which  we  burnt,  as 
we  likewise  did  another  sciiooner  from  Newfoundland  to  Grenada* 
with  a  cai^  of  fish  and  oil,  captured  on  the  9th  February. 

On  the  4th  March,  captured  a  small  sloop  boat  under  Cape 
Mount,  on  the  coast  of  Atrica,  with  a  little  rice  and  Camwood  on 
board ;  twenty  leai^ues  east  of  Cape  Palmas>  we  captured  on  the 
11  til  March,  the  brig  Roebuck,  of  X<ondon,  with  a  small  quantity 
of  ivory,  a  quantity  of  palm  oil,  and  various  other  articles.  After 
destroying  her  armament  and  cargo,  we  paroled  our  prisoners,  and 
gsive  them  the  brig  as  a  cartel  to  Sierra  Leone.  After  a  long 
cnase  on  the  25th  March,  the  last  four  hours  of  which  was  in  thick 
weather,  we  captured  the  English  India  ship  Woodbridge,  with 
a  cargo  of  rice  and  dye-woods,  but  had  scarcely  taken  possession 
of  her,  when  the  weather  cleared  up,  and  we  discovered  a  fleet  of  25 
sail  immediately  to  windward  of  us,  and  two  ships  of  war  standing 
for  us ;  we  were  compelled  to  abandon  the  prize  with  precipita^ 
tion,  and  attend  to  our  own  safety,  till  11  A.  M.  the  next  day, 
when  they  gave  over  the  chase  and  returned  to  the  fleet.  I  inclose 
the  paroles  signed  by  the  prisoners. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

C.  MORRIS. 

Honourable  William  Joiie^^ 


UNITED  STATES'  SLOOP  PEACOCK,  AT  SEA* 

Latitude  27,  47,  lon^tude  89,  April  29th,  1814* 

8IK, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  we  have  this  morning 
Captured,  after  an  action  of  42  minutes,  his  majesty's  brig  fiper; 
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vier,  capUin  Wales,  rating  and  mounting  IS  thirty-two  paanil  cir- 
ronades,  with  128  men,  of  whum  8  were  killed  and  15  wiitnded, 
according  to  thebest  information  we  could  obtain.  Among  the  latter 
is  her  first  lieutenant,  who  has  lost  an  ann,  and  received  a  severe 
splinter  wound  on  the  hip.  Not  a  man  in  the  Peacock  was  killed, 
and  only  two  wounded,  neither  dangerously  so.  Tlie  fate  of  the 
Bpervier  would  have  been  determined  in  much  less  time,  but  for 
the  circumstance  of  our  fore  yard  being  totally  disabled  by  twm 
round  shot  in  the  starboard  quailer  from  her  first  broadside,  which 
entirely  deprived  us  of  the  use  of  our  fore  and  fore-top  saili 
and  compelled  us  to  keep  the  ship  large  thmuKhout  the  remain- 
der of  the  action.  This,  with  a  few  top-mast  and  lop -gallant  back 
stays  cut  away,  a  few  shot  through  our  sails,  is  the  only  inj'iry 
the  Peacock  has  sustained.  Not  a  round  shot  touched  our  hoi! ; 
our  masts  and  spars  are  as  sound  as  ever.  When  the  enetof 
struck  he  had  five  feet  water  in  his  hold,  his  main  top-mast  wa* 
over  the  side,  his  main  boom  shot  away,  his  fore-mast  cut  nearly 
in  two  and  tottering,  his  fore  rigjpn^  and  stays  shot  away,  hii 
bowsprit  badly  wounded,  and  forty-flve  shot  holes  in  his  boll, 
twenty  of  which  were  within  a  foot  of  his  water  line.  By  great 
exertion  we  got  her  in  saihno;  order  just  as  dark  came  on. 

In  lifteen  minutes  after  the  enemy  struck,  the  Peacock  vrai 
ready  for  another  action,  in  every  respect  but  her  fore  yard,  whicb 
was  Kent  down,  finished  and  had  the  foresail  set  again  in  fortr 
five  minutes:  such  was  the  spirit  and  activitv  ofourgHllanl  crttr. 
The  Epervier  had  under  her  convoy  an  En^Hs^  hermaphrodite  hr^ 
a  Russian  and  a  Spanish  ship,  which  all  hauled  tlieir  wind  un 
stood  to  the  east  north-east.  I  had  delennined  upon  pur^uin^  tbe 
former,  but  found  that  it  would  not  answer  tt>lea\e  our  prize  ii 
her  then  crippled  state,  and  the  more  particularly  so,  as  we  fband 
she  had  in  120,000 dollars  in  specie,  which  we  soon  transferred  t> 
this  sloop.  Bvery  otficer,  seaman  and  marine  did  his  duty,  lAhk 
is  the  highest  compliment  I  can  pay  them. 

1  am,  respectfully, 

L.  WAliUINGTON. 
Honourable  tTllliam  jDiie<i. 


SAVANNAH,  Mfv  lst,18U. 
SIB, 

I  have  the  honourof  informing  you  of  my  ariival  hei-einklt 
his  Britannic  majesty's  brig  Epervier,  of  ei^tccn  o^  pound  ai- 
ronades,  captain  Wales,  captured  by  the  sloop  Peacock,  captlia 
Warrington,  on  Friday  morning,  the  29th  ultimo,  uffcai*  Caiw 
veral,  after  an  action  of  forty -two  minutes,  in  wluch  time  jibe*)* 
much  cut  up  in  hull,  spars,  ri^ng  and  sails.  »ilh  upward*  of 
Gve  feet  water  in  her  hold,  having  the  advantage  of  tlm  vtcadtti 
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She  has  lost  8  killed  and  15  wounded,  among  the  latter  her  first 
lieutenant,  who  has  lost  his  arm.  I  am  happy  to  saj  the  Peacock 
received  no  material  injury  :  her  fore  yard  and  two  men  slightly 
wounded  ;  she  received  not  one  shot  in  her  hull.  The  brig  had 
upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  board. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  B.  NICOLSON. 

Honourable  'William  Jones. 


UNITED  STATES*  SHIP  GENERAL  PIKE,  SACKETT'S  HARBOR, 

May  lift,  1814t 

SIR, 

I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  you,  that  the 
United  States'  ship  **  Superior"  was  launched  this  morning,  with- 
out accident.  The  Superior  is  an  uncommon  beautiful,  well-built 
ship,  sometiiing  larger  than  the  President,  and  could  mount  64 
guns,  if  it  was  thought  advisable  to  put  as  many  upon  her.  This 
ship  has  been  built  in  the  short  space  of  eighty  days,  and  when  it 
is  taken  into  view,  that  two  brigs  of  500  tons  each,  have  also  been 
built,  rigged,  and  completely  fitted  for  service,  since  tlie  first  of 
February,  it  will  be  acKnowledged,  that  the  mechanics  employed 
on  this  station  have  done  their  duty. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

XSAAC  CHA! INCEY. 

llonoitrable  William  Jones. 


UNITED  STATES'  SLOOP  PEACOCK,  May  5th,  1814. 

SIR, 

As  my  letter  of  yesterday  was  too  late  for  the  mail,  I  address 
you  again  in  the  performance  of  a  duty  which  is  pleasing  and  gra- 
tifying to  me  in  a  high  degree,  and  is  but  doing  justice  to  the 
merits  of  the  deserving  officers  under  my  command,  of  whom  I 
have  hitherto  refrained  from  speaking,  as  1  considered  it  most 
correct  to  make  it  a  subject  of  a  particular  communication. 

To  the  unwearied  and  indefatigable  attention  of  first  lieutenant 
Nicolson  in  organizing  and  training  the  crew,  the  success  of  this 
action  is  in  a  great  measure  to  be  attributed.  I  have  confided 
jgreatly  in  him,  and  have  never  found  my  confidence  misplaced. 
For  judgment,  coolness,  and  decision  in  times  of  difticulty,  few 
can  surpass  him.  This  is  the  second  action  in  which  he  has  been 
engaged  this  war,  and  in  both  he  has  been  successful.  His  great 
pride  is  to  earn  a  commander's  commission,  by  fighting  for,  instead 
of  heiring  it. 

From  second  lieutenant  Henley,  and  lieutenant  Voorhees  (act- 
ting  third,  who  has  also  twice  been  successfully  engaged)  I  receiv- 
ed every  assistance  that  zeal,  ardor  and  experience  could  aftbrd. 
The  fire  from  their  two  divisions  was  terriblei  and  directed  with 


ike  greatest  precision  and  coolness.  In  sailing  master  Perciiral. 
nrhose  great  wish  and  pride  is  to  obtain  a  lieutenant^s  commission, 
and  whose  unremitting  and  constant  attention  to  duty,  added  to 
his  professional  knowledge,  entitle  him  to  it  in  my  opinion,  I  found 
an  able  as  well  as  willine  assistant.  He  handled  the  sJiip  as  if 
he  had  been  working  her  mto  a  roadstead,  Mr.  David  Cole,  acting 
carpenter,  I  have  also  found  such  an  able  and  valuable  man  in  his 
occupation,  that  I  must  request,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  that 
he  may  receive  a  warrant :  for  I  feel  confident  that  to  his  uncom- 
mon exertions,  we,  in  a  great  measure,  owe  the  getting  our  prize 
into  port.    From  11  A.  Si.  to  6  P.  M.  he  was  over  her  side  stop- 

g'ng  shot  holes,  on  a  grating,  and  when  the  ordinary  resources 
ile<i  of  success,  his  skill  soon  supplied  him  with  efiicient  ones. 
Mr.  Philip  Myers,  master's  mate,  has  also  conducted  himself  in 
auch  a  manner  as  to  warrant  my  recommendation  of  him  as  a 
master.  He  is  a  seaman,  navigator,  and  officer;  his  family  in 
ISfew  York  is  respectable,  and  ne  would  prove  an  acquisition  U 
the  sendee.  My  clerk,  Mr.  John  S.  Townsend,  is  anxious  to 
obtain,  throuffh  my  means,  a  midshipman's  warrant,  and  has  takes 
pains  to  qualify  himself  for  it,  by  volunteering  and  constantij 
performing  a  midshipman's  duty.  Indeed  I  have  but  little  use 
for  a  clerk,  and  he  is  as  great  a  proficient  as  any  of  the  younj 
midshipmen,  the  ^^  hole  of  whom  behaved  in  a  manner  tliat  mii 
pleasing  to  me,  and  must  be  gratifying  to  you,  as  it  gives  an  ear- 
nest of  what  they  will  make  in  time;  three  onlv  have  been  to  sea 
before,  and  one  only  in  a  man  of  war ;  yet  they  are  as  much  at 
home,  and  as  much  disposed  to  exert  themselves,  as  any  officer  of 
the  ship.  Lieutenant  Nicolson  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  am- 
duct  of  Messrs.  Greeves  and  Rodgers  (midshipmen)  who  wereil 
the  prize  witli  him, 

I  have  Die  honour  to  be,  &c, 

L.  WARRINGTON* 

Honourable  William  Jones.  * 


fixtract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Chainicey  to  the  SecreUtr/^ 

the  JVavy. 

rMTED  STATES'  SHIP  GENERAL  PIKE,  SACKETT'S  HA 

Mayrth. 


"  I  received  a  letter  from  captain  Woolsey  last  evenings  Mp 
at  6  o'clock  P.   M.  on  the  5th  instant.    The  enemy  hadki||i  • 
cannonading  Oswego  about  three  hours  when  the  express  cMI 
away,  without  doing  any  injury.     He  had  been  twice  remilM^lllt   .. 
his  attempt  to  land,  and  the  officers  and  men  in  high  spirilabilNi  .i 
expected  to  be  able  to  hold   out  until  reinforcements  sfl^^if^/'^ 
Colonel  Mitchell  and  captain  Woolsey  are  both  excellent 
and  I  may  say,  without  disparagement  to  any  other  c« 
dd  regiment  of  artillsiyis  one  of  the  best  disciplined 
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army,  and  it  remarkable  fur  the  great  number  of  scientific  and 
correct  officers  in  it — we  therefore  may  expect  a  most  gallant  de- 
fence of  Oswego,  [f  the  enemy  has  succeeaed  in  taking  the  place. 
he  has  paid  dearly  for  it.  Ihe  attack,  I  presume,  was  renewed 
yesterday  morning,  as  the  guns  we  heard  distinctly  at  this  place 
^om  morning  until  about  2  P.  M.  when  the  firing  ceased." 


UNITED   STATES'  SHIP  GENERAL  PIKE,  SACKPTT'S  HARBOR, 

>lay  7th,  5  o'clock  P.  M.  1814. 

SIR, 

The  enemy's  fleet  passed  in  si^ht  about  an  hour  since,  at  a 
great  distance,  and  standing  for  Kingston.  We  have  several 
vague  reports,  that  the  enemy  landed  from  1500  to  3000  men, 
and  that  they  carried  the  fort  at  Oswego  by  storm  and  put  the 
garrison  to  the  sword ;  others,  that  the  garrison,  with  captain 
Woolsey  and  seamen,  surrendered,  and  that  the  enemy  was 
inarching  to  the  falls.  All  these  reports  are  unquestionably 
much  exa^erated,  and  if  it  should  turn  out  that  Oswe^  has  been 
taken,  it  will  be  found  that  tlie  troops  and  seamen  did  their  du- 
ty, and  that  the  enemy  has  paid  dearly  for  the  place. 

I  have  tde  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY, 

Honourable  W.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Na\'y. 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  SACK^'.TT'S  HARBOR,  May  12Ui.  1814. 

Major  general  Brown  has  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  the 
iroops  of  his  division,  that  the  detachment  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant  colonel  Mitchell,  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  have,  by  their 
gallant  and  military  conduct  on  the  5th  and  6th  instant,  gained  a 
name  in  arms  wortliy  of  the  nation  they  serve  and  the  cause  they 
support.  For  nearly  two  days  they  maintained  an  unequal  con- 
test against  ten  times  their  numbers,  and  but  yielded  their  post 
when  the  interest  of  their  country  made  that  measure  necessary. 

The  companies  composing  this  gallant  detachment  were  Boyle's, 
Romayne's,  M*Intires,  and  Pierce's,  of  the  heavy  artillery,  and  a 
few  seamen  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Pearce  of  tlic^ 
navy—in  all,  less  than  three  hundred  meru  The  enemy's  force 
by  faud  and  water  exceeded  three  thousand. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  SACKETT'3  HARBOR, 

l^luy  12th,  1814 

SIR. 

Enclosed  is  an  abstract  from  the  report  of  lieutenant  colooct 
Mitchell,  of  the  affiur  at  Oswego.    B^in^  well  satisfied  with  the 
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luauBer  in  whicli  Uic  colonel  executed  my  orders,  and  with  ttit 
evidence  given  of  steady  discipline  and  gallant  conduct  on  the 
part  of  tlie  troops,  I  have  noticed  them  in  the  general  order»  a 
copy  of  which  is  enclosed. 

The  enemy's  object  was  the  naval  and  military  stores  deposit- 
ed at  the  fails,  10  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  fort.  These  were  pro- 
tected.    The  stores  at  the  fort  and  village  were  not  important. 

I  am,  &c. 
JACOB  BROWN,  tiuij.  gen. 

Mon.  Secretary  at  War. 


LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  MITCHELL'S  REPORT. 

I  informed  you  of  my   arrival  at  fort  Oswego  on  the  SOth  ulti- 
mo.    Tliis  post  being  but  occasionally  and  not  recently  occupied 
by  regular  troops,  was  in  a  bad  state  of  defence.     Of  cannon  we 
had  but  Gve  old  guns,  three  of  which  had  lost  their  trunnions^ 
what  could  be  done  in  the  way  of  repair  was  eftected — new  pin- 
forms  were  laid,  the   gun  carriages  put  in  order,  and  decayed 
pickets  replaced.     On  the  fifth  instant   the  British    naval  force, 
consisting  of  4  'large   ships,  3  brigs  and  a   number  of  gun  and 
other  boats,  were  descried  at  revellie  beuting  about  7  nules  from 
tlie  fort.     Information   was  immediately  given  to  captain   AVool* 
sey  of  the  navy,  (  who    was  at  Oswego  village)  and  to  the  neigh- 
boring militia.     It  being  doubtful  on   what  side  of  the  river  the 
enemy  would  attempt  to  land,  and  my  force  (290  effectives)  being 
tc»o  small  to  bear  division,  1  ordered  the  tents  to  be  pitched  on  tbe 
village  side,  wliile  I  occupied  the  otlier  with  my  whole  force.    It 
is  probable  that  this  artitice  had  its  effect  and  uetermined  the  cii- 
e!ny  to  attack  where,  from  appearances,  they  -expected  the  leait 
opposition.     About   one  oxlock   the  fleet  approached.     Fifteip 
biiats,  large  and  crowded    with  troops,  at  a  given    signal,  movci 
slowly  to  the  shore.     These  were  preceded  by  gun  boats  sent  ll 
rake  the  woods  and  cover  the  landing,  while  the  larger  veweh 
opened  a  Are  upon  the  fort.     Captain  Boyle,  and  lieutenant  ht 
gate,  (so  soon    as   tlie  debarking   boats  got  within  range  ot  9tt 
shot)  opened    upon  them  a   very  successful    fire  from  the  shnti 
battery,  and  compelled    them  twice  to  retire.     They  at  lujtfk 
returned  to  the  ships,  and  the  whole  stood  oft* from  the  8boi%l|j| 
better  anchorage.     One  of  the  enemy's  boats,  which  had  ta# 
deserted,  was  taken    up  by  us,  and  some  otiiers  by  the  nuKjAfc' 
The  first  mentioned  was  sixty  feet  long,  and   carried  thirtj^^At 
oars  and  three  sails,  and  could  accommodate  150  men.     Bhft'*^'^ 
received   a   ball    tlirough   her  bow,  and  was  nearly  filLeAd^i 
water.  ;  v^, 

Picket  guards  were  stationed  at  iliff*erent  points,  KoAs^ 
our  arms  during  the  night.  f    mill 
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At  day  break  on  the  6th  the  fleet  appeared,  bearing  up  under 
fcasy  sail.  The  Wolfe,  &c.  took  a  position  directly  against  the 
fort  and  batteries,  and  for  3  hours  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  of  srape, 
&c.  Finding  that  the  enemy  liad  effected  a  landing,  I  withdrew 
my  small  disposable  force  into  the  rear  of  the  fort,  and  with  two 
companies,  (Romayne^s  and  Melvin's)  met  their  advancing  coU 
umns,  while  the  other  companies  engaged  the  flanks  of  the  ene- 
my. Lieutenant  Pierce  of  the  navy  and  some  seamen,  joined  in 
the  attack,  and  fought  with  their  characteristic  bravery.  We 
maintained  our  ground  about  30  minutes,  and  as  long  as  consist-^ 
ed  with  my  farther  duty  of  defending  tlie  public  stores  deposit- 
ed at  the  falls,  which  ho  doubt  formed  the  principal  object  of 
the  expedition  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  JSor  was  this  move- 
ment made  precipitately.  I  halted  within  400  yards  of  the  fort. 
Captain  Romayne's  company  formed  the  rear  guard,  and,  remain- 
ing with  it,  I  marched  to  this  place  in  good  order,  destroying  the 
bndges  in  my  rear.  The  enemy  landed  600  of  De  Watteville's 
regiment,  600  marines,  two  companies  of  the  Glengary  corps,  and 
350  seamen. 

General  Drummond  and  commodore  Yeo  were  the  land  and 
naval  commanders.  They  burned  the  old  barracks  and  evacu- 
ated the  fort  about  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  7th. 

Our  loss  in  killed,  is  6  ;  in  wounded  38 — and  in  missing  25. 
That  of  the  enemy  is  much  greater.  Deserters,  and  citizens  of 
ours  taken  prisoners  and  afterwards  released,  state  their  killed  at 
64  and  wounded  in  proportion — among  them  are  several  land  arfd 
navy  officers  of  merit. 

1  cannot  close  this  despatch  without  speaking  of  the  dead  and 
the  living  of  my  detachment.  Lieutenant  Blaney,  a  young  man 
of  much  promise,  was  unfortunately  killed.  His  conduct  in  the 
action  was  highly  meritorious.  Captain  Boyle  and  lieutenant  ^ 
Legate  merit  my  highest  approbation,  and  indeed  I  want  lan- 
guage to  express  my  admiration  of  their  gallant  conduct.  The 
subalterns  M*Comb,  Ansart,  King,  Robb,  Earl,  M*Clintock  and 
Newkirk,  performed  well  their  several  parts. 

It  woulu  be  injustice  were  I  not  to  acknowledge  and  report  the 
zeal  and  patriotism  evinced  by  the  militia,  who  arrived  at  a  short 
notice,  and  were  anxious  to  be  useful. 


JExtract  of  a  letter  from  captain  Macdonaugh  to  the  Secretary  ^of 

the  JVavy 

"  VERGENNES,  May  14th,  1814. 

^'  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  an  engagement  between 
ifiur  battery  at  the  mouth  of  Otter  Creek,  and  eight  of  the  ene- 
my's galleys,  with  a  bomb-vessel,  has  terminated  by  the  retreat 
oi  the  enemy,  who  it  is  supposed  came  with  an  intention  of 
blockading  us. 


«  Tlic  baHery,  commsndeil  by  captain  Tliornton  of  the  artil' 
lerv,  who  was  eallantly  aBsisteii  by  lieutenant  Caasen  of  the  navj-, 
received  but  Tittle  injury,  although  a  number  of  shells  were 
thrown,  and  man;  Itxlgect  in  the  parapet. 

"  Colonel  Davis  was  advaiitaeieously  posted  to  receive  the  epe- 
my  in  the  event  of  liis  tandinp;,  which  we  had  reason  to  expect, 
as  his  new  brig,  with  several  other  Kallies,  and  four  other  slfmps, 
were  witiiin  two  and  a  lialf  miles  of  the  point,  on  which  the  bat- 
tery stands,  dunnz  the  action,  which  tasted  one  hour  and  a  half, 
when  they  all  stooo  olf,  and  were  seen  passing  Burlington  for  the 
northward.  Kvery  exertion  was  made  to  get  the  vessels  down  to 
the  creek,  which,  however,  we  could  not  effect  until  the  enemy 
had  withdrawn.  Our  wlioie  force  is  now  at  the  creek's  moutn, 
with  the  exception  of  the  schooner,  and  she  will  be  down  also  in 
the  course  of  four  or  five  days." 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  captain  JSaeionough  to  the  Secretary  ^ 
the  JVVvy. 

"  VF.BGENNE3,  May  ISlh,  IBll 

"  I  omitted  stating  in  my  letter  of  the  14th,  that  the  CDemf 
had  two  fine  row-lioats  shot  adrift  from  their  gallies  in  the  actioa 
with  the  battery,  which,  in  their  precipitate  retreat,  were  lef^ 
and  picked  up  by  us. 

"  I  have  since  learned,  that  in  other  parts  of  the  lake  they  werf 
much  cut  up  by  the  militia.  Two  of  their  gallies,  in  passing  ap 
a  small  river,  on  the  New  York  side,  had  nearly  all  their  dm 
killed  and  wounded." 


KF.W  YORK,  May  29th,  lOi 
SIR.  J I 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  19lh,  1  dtsco- 
Tered  the  enemy  in  pursuit  of  a  brig  under  Ami'iiran  coloun, 
standing  for  Sandy  liouk.  I  ordered  a  detachment  of  eleven  gun- 
boats  to  proceed  to  sea,  and  pass  between  the  chase  and  (he  tm- 
my,  by  which  means  to  bring  him  to  action,  and  give  opportunity 
to  the  chase  to  escape,  all  which  was  effected;  tiie  enemy,  aflti 
receiving  my  fire,  bore  away,  and  the  brig  in  question,  enteriif 
the  harbour,  proved  to  be  the  brig  Regent  from  Fnitice,  wiftii 
Tery  valuable  cargo. 

And  on  Slonday  the  23<l,  I  engaged  the  enemy  before  Nf* 
London,  and  opened  a  passage  for  lortysail  of  coastini;  veas^t 
the  action  lasted  three  hours,  in  which  the  Flotilla  suffered  vqt 
little;  No.  6  received  a  shut  under  water,  and  others  throu^ 
the  Hails  :  we  have  reason  tu  believe,  that  the  enemy  suffered  loi} 
great  injury,  as  he  appeared  uiiniiling  to  renew  the  action  llv 
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following  morning ;  my  object  was  accomplished,  which  was  t» 
force  a  passage  for  the  convoy.  There  are  before  New  London, 
three  seventy-fours,  four  frigates,  and  several  small  vessels,  the 
latter  doing  great  injury  from  their  disguised  character,  and  supe- 
rior sailing. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  LEWIS. 

Hon.  Wm.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


UNITED  STATES'  SlUP  SUPtiRIOR,  SACKETT'S  HARBOR, 

Juiie  2d,  1814. 

SIR, 

Finding  it  a  most  difficult  task  to  transport  our  heavy  guns 
on  by  land,  I  determined  to  get  them  to  Stony  Creek  by  water, 
when  we  should  have  only  about  three  miles,  land  carriage,  to 
transport  them   to   Henderson's  Harbor,  from  which   we  could 
bring  them  to  this  place  by  water.     I  directed  captain  Woolsey 
to  send  all  the  stores,  except  the  heavy  guns,  up  to  Forth  Bay, 
and  to  place  the  guns  in  boats  ready  to  move  up  or  down  the  river, 
but  to  be  ready  to  start  at  a  moment's  notice  for  Sandy  Creek,  when- 
ever the  coast  is  clear  of  the  enemy's  gun -boats,  which  hovered  about 
the  creeks  in  Mexico  Bay.    On  the  evening  of  the  28th,  captain 
Woolsey,  started  from  Oswego  with  eighteen  boats,  containing  all 
our  heavy  suns,  twelve  cables,   and  a  quantity  of  shot.     Major 
Appling,  of  the  rifle  corps,    accompanied  the  boats  with  about 
130  ri&men.     I  had  also  engaged  130  Indians  to  traverse  the 
shore,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  boats  if  chased  on  shore, 
or  into  any  of  the  creeks.     Captain  Woolsey  proceeded  unmo- 
lested to  Sandy  Creek,  where  he  arrived  about  noon  on  Sunday 
the   29th,  with  one  boat  missing,  containing  one  cable  and  two 
twenty-four-pounders.     As  soon  as  I  received  information  of  the 
arrival  of  the  boats  at  Sandy  Creek,  the  general,  at  my  request* 
despatched  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  captain  Harris's  company 
of  dragoons.     Yesterday  morning,  I  ordered  captain  Smith  witii 
about  220  marines  to  Sandy  Creeit,  and  general  Gaines  very  po- 
litely offered  an  additional  force  of  about  300  artillery  and  infan- 
try, under  the  command  of  that  excellent  officer,  colonel  Mitchell, 
to  the  same  place;  but  before  tliis  force  could  reach  the  creek, 
the  enemy  was  discovered  in  chase  of  our  look-out  boats,  and 
entered  the  creek  a  little  after  day -light;  they  landed  and  recon- 
noitered  tlie  shore  :  a  part  of  their  force  marched  up  on  each  side 
of  the  creek,  while  their  gun-boats  ascended  cautiously,  occasion- 
ally firing  into  the  woods.     Major  Appling  disposecT of  his  force 
in   die  most  judicious  manner,  and  permitted   the  enemy  to  ap- 
proach within  a  few  yards  of  his  ambuscade,  wlien  the  riflemen 
and  Indians  opened  a  most  destructive  fire  up  on  the  enemy^ 
'which  obliged  them  to  surrender  in  about  tea  minutes,  with  thQ 
loss  of  a  number  of  killed  and  wounded,  and  seven  boats  taken> 

43 


3S8 

Mounting  six,  eight,  twenty-four,  eighteen,  and  twelve  poundere, 
with  some  smaller  guns. 

The  number  of  officers  and  men  which  the  enenij  entered  Um 
creek  with,  were  about  200,  but  the  number  killed,  wounded, 
and  taken  prisoner*,  I  am  still  ignorant  of,  as  no  return  has  beei 
made  to  me  ;  amongat  the  prisuners,  hon  ever,  are  two  post  cap- 
tains, four  lieutenants,  and  tuo  lieutenants  of  the  marines. 

The  conduct  uf  major  AppHne,  and  the  troops  under  his  com-^ 
mand,  ha.s  been  highl>  honourable,  and  thev  are  entitled  to  m^M 
warm  acknowledgments  for  the  zeal  and  ability  i%ith  which  fhe_^ 
have  defended  the  guns  and  stores  for  this  station. 

1  have  made  arrangements  for  transporting  the  guns  from  San. 
dy  Creek  by  land,  \vhich  is  about  sixteen  miles.  I  hope  to  ban 
tbemall  here  before  the  lOth. 

I  inclobe  herewith  for  your  information,  captain  Woolsej't  re- 
port of  his  proceedings. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

IS.\AC  C1IAU>XET. 
Hon.  Wm.  Jones,  Sccretaiy  ofthc  N»vy. 


(INCLOSIRE.) 

SACKEIT'S  lIARBORiJune lit,  1814, 
SIR, 

I  have  already  had  the  honour  to  inform  yon  of  the  affair  it 
Sandy  Creek  on  the  30lh  ultimo,  but  for  want  of  time  at  ttat 
juncture,  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to  give  you  the  particnlait, 
and  as  the  most  of  my  communication  since  measures  were  adapt- 
ed for  a  push  from  Oswego  Falls  to  Sandy  Creek,  with  the  nanl 
stores,  have  been  made  In  great  haste,  I  avail  myself  of  a  Icinta 
moment  to  make  a  report  in  detail  of  my  proceedini:^  since  tld 
period.  On  the  17lh  1  despatched  Mr.  Huuiuan  to  Mexico,  V> 
hire  a  number  of  ox-teams,  and  to  engage  a  i|ii;intiiv  of  forage.b. 
I  also  Bcntoi-ders  to  Oswego  Falls  to  have  an  ndcfifional  number 
of  large  wheels  made  for  transporting  the  guns  and  c.ibles  iwt 
across  the  portage,  and  caused  reports  to  be  circulated  in  vim 
direction  ttiat  I  had  received  your  orders  to  send  all  the  av^ 
■tores  to  Oneida  lake,  with  all  possible  expedition.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  tlie  28th,  when  these  reports  were  well  in  cinulalion,  uxl 
when  (as  1  have  since  heard  from  good  authority)  lliey  bad  btca 
detailed  to  sir  James,  I  had  the  honour  to  receive" per  ei^pi-ces  your 
communication  of  the  2rth,  vesting  in  me  discretionary  powm. 
I  ioiRvediately  despatched  Mr.  Dixon  in  the  long  gig  to  rccoDnmlit 
the  coast.  luentwithmy  ofiicorstotliefallB.lorunthcboatsdoaB 
over  the  rapids.  At  sun-set  we  arrived  h<  Osivegouith  tbe  IhM 
(19  in  numlier)  loaded  in  all  with  21  lung  tliirty-two  pounden,  10 
twentj -four pounders.S  forty-two  ditto  (cai  ronadea)  and  tO ciUa 
beaidcB  some  light  articles,  and  distributed  in  the  batteani.  a  gtM^ 
•f  about  130  riuGinen,  under  command  of  major  Apidio^    IIm 


■Ua   1 


^39 

Dixon  having  returned  witii  a  report  oi  the  coast  being  clear,  we 
Bet  oft' at  darK  and  ariived  at  Big  Salmon  river  about  sun-rise  on 
the  29th,  with  the  loss  of  one  boat  having  on  board  2  twenty-four 
pounders  and  ohe  cable.  I  cannot  account  for  her  having  sepa- 
rated from  us,  as  every  possible  exertion  was  made  to  keep  the 
irigade  as  coin|)act  as  possible. 

At  Big  Salmon  we  met  the  Oneidas,  whom  (  had  despatched  the 
lay  previous,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Hill,' of  the  rifle 
regiment.  As  soon  as  they  had  taken  up  their  line  of  march  alone 
the  shore  of  Big  Sandy  creek,  I  started  with  all  the  boats  and 
arrived  at  noon  at  our  |)lace  of  destination  about  two  miles  up  the 
creek.  In  this  laborious  and  hazardous  duty,  I  feel  much  indebted 
to  major  Appling,  his  oflicers,  and  men,  for  their  exertions,  having 
assisted  my  ofRcers  and  seamen  in  rowing  the  boats  without  a 
moment's  rest,  twelve  hours,  and  about  half  the  time  enveloped 
in  darkness  and  deluged  with  rain  ;  also,  to  some  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  Oswejjjo,  who  volunteered  their  services  as  pilots. 
At  2  A.  M.  on  tlie '30th,  I  received  your  letter  of  the  29th,  6 
P.  M.  per  express,  and  as^reeably  to  the  order  contained  therein, 
sent  lieutenant  Pierce  to  look  out  as  far  as  Stony  Point.  About 
2  o'clock  he  returned,  having  been  pursued  by  a  gun  boat  and  three 
barges.  The  best  possible  disposition  was  made  of  the  riflemen 
antf  Indians,  about  half  a  mile  below  our  boats.  About  8  A.  M. 
a  cannonading  at  long  shot  was  commenced  by  the  enemy,  and 
belienng,  as  1  did,  that  no  attempt  would  be  made  to  land  with 
their  small  force,  1  ordered  lieutenant  Pierce  to  proceed  in  erect- 
ing sheers  and  making  preparations  to  unload  tne  boats ;  and,  as 
allthe  teams  had  retrograded  in  consequence  of  the  cannonading, 
I  sent  in  pursuit  of  them  to  return.  About  9  o'clock  captain  Har" 
ris,  with  a  squadron  of  dragoons,  and  captain  Melvin,  with  a  com- 
pany of  light  artillery  and  two  six  pounders,  arrived.  Captain 
Harris,  the  commanding  officer, a^eed  with  me  that  this  reinforce- 
ment should  halt,  as  the  tro<ips  hest  calculated  for  a  bush  fight 
were  already  on  the  ground,  where  they  could  act  to  the  greatest 
advantage,  and  that  tne  enemy,  seeing  a  large  reinforcement  ar- 
rive, would  most  probably  retreat.  About  10,  tlie  enemy  having 
landed  and  pushea  up  the  creek  with  three  gun -boats,  three  cutters* 
and  one  gig;  the  riflemen,  under  that  excellent  officer,  major 
Applinf2;,  rose  from  their  concealment,  and  after  a  smart  fire  of 
about  ten  minutes,  succeeded  in  capturing  all  the  boats  and  their 
crews,  without  one  having  escaped. 

At  about  5  P.  M.  after  naving  buried  with  the  honours  of  war, 
Mr.  Hoare,  a  British  midshipman,  killed  in  the  action,  I  was  re- 
lieved by  captain  Ridgely,  whom  you  did  me  the  honour  to  send 
to  Sandy  Creek  for  that  purpose. "  All  the  prisoners,  except  the 
wounded,  having  been  removed,  and  expecting  another  attack  at 
night,  I  remained  to  assist  captain  Ridgely  in  that  event:  but 
yesterday  morning,  seeing  no  tiling  in  the  offing,  I  availed  myself 
of  my  relief,  and  returned  to  this  place.    In  performing^  te  th« 


best  of  my  ihilitieS,  the  duties  for  which  1  was  ordered  to  Osweg* 
Falls,  1  have  great  satisfaction  in  acknowledging  the  unremittol 
esertions  of  lieutenant  Pierce,  sailing-master  Vaughan,  and  mid- 
shipmen Uackej,  Hart,  and  Caton;  also  to  major  Anpling,  his 
officers  and  men,  for  their  kind  assistance  in  the  same  autj. 

The  report  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  and  also  the 
number  and  description  of  the  captured  twats,  has  been  alreadj 
remitted  bj  captain  lUdgely  and  myself. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

M.  F.  WOOLSEV. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  commodore  Barney  to  the  Seeretarji  i^ 
the  JVhvy. 
"  ST.  LEONARD'S  CREEK,  Jitne  lltb,  18U. 
"SIR, 

"  My  last  was  on  the  9th  instant.  On  the  evening  of  the  Mi, 
the  enemy  moved  up  with  twenty  baizes,  having  received  more 
force  from  the  74,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Patuxenf.  I  met  them, 
and  after  a  t>hort  action  drove  them  until  dark,  and  return- 
ed to  my  anchorage.  Vestenlay  they  made  a,  bold  attempt; 
about  2  P.  VI.  they  moved  up  with'  twenty-one  barges,  one 
rocket  barge,  and  two  schooners  in  tow.  On  making  their  ap- 
pearance, we  went  down  on  them ;  they  kept  up  a  smart  fire  lor 
sometime,  and  seemed  detennined  to  uo  souiething  decisive.  Baf 
they  soon  gave  way  and  retreated  ;  we  pursued  them  down  the 
creek.  At  the  mouth  lay  llie  eighteen  gun  schooner  ;  she  attempt- 
ed to  beat  out,  but  our  bre  was  so  severe,  she  ran  ashore  at  wt 
entrance,  and  was  abandoned.  We  still  pursued,  until  the  raoB 
and  brig  opened  upon  us  a  brisk  lire,  which  completely  icovelcd 
the  schoonerand  the  Hying  barges,  &.c.  We  niustlia\t;(ioue  Ihnii 
considerable  damage." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  commodore  Barney  to  the  Sfcretarf  4 

the  JS'avy, 

"  ST.  LEONARD'S  CHEEK,  Jun,.-  13tli,  18l<. 

•'  I  had  thebonour  of  addressing  you  on  the  1  Ith  iri>lant.  eirini 

K  short  detail  of  our  action  with  the  enemy  on  the  1 0th.     By  is- 

((trmation,  they  sufTi^red   much.     The  large  schooner   was  nearff 

destroyed,  having  several  shot  through  her  at  the  wiiter's  ed»! 

her  deck  torn  up,  gun  dismounted,  and  main-masl  jienrly  cut  rf 

about  half-way  up,  and  rendered  unserviceable,     islie  was  othtr- 

wiM  nucb  cut ;  they  ran  her  ashore  to  prevent  her  sinking.  IJiii 
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commodore's  boat  was  cut  in  two ;  a  shot  went  through  the  rockit 
boat ;  one  of  the  small  schooners,  carrying  two  32  pounders,  had^ 
a  shot  which  raked  her  from  aft,  forward  ;  the  boats,  generally, 
sulTered ;  but  I  have  not  ascertained  what  loss  they  sustained  m 
men. 

"  Yesterday  a  gentleman  of  this  county,  by  the  name  of  Parron, 
who  lives  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  came  ud,  and  said,  tliat  him^ 
self  and  brother  had  been  taken  and  carrieu  on  board.  That  he 
had  been  landed  from  the  commodore,  to  inform  the  inhabitants, 
that  if  they  remained  at  home  quietly,  they  should  not  be  molested, 
but  if  on  landing  he  found  their  houses  deserted,  he  would  bum 
them  all,  as  he  had  done  the  house  of  a  Jfr.  Fatterson,  and  the 
barnof  JIfr.  ^S'/finw^T  (our  purser).  Saturday  and  yesterday,  the 
enemy  were  employed  on  the  Patuxent  River,  in  landing  on  the 
banks  to  plunder  stock,  &c.  It  was  on  Sunday  evening  they  burnt 
the  property  of  Mr.  Patterson  and  Skinner.  Mr,  Pai-ran  mforms 
me,  that  commodore  Barrie,  of  the  Dragon,  always  commanded, 
and  is  much  disappointed  at  his  defeats,  for  that  he  had  wrote  to 
admiral  CockburUt  that  if  the  admiral  would  send  him  a  frigate. 
antf  brig,  he  would  most  assuredly  destroy  the  Flotilla.  The  fri- 
gate is  the  ^casta,  the  brig  the  Jasseur.  They  left  only  200  men, 
and  one  small  boat  on  board  the  Dragon,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Pa- 
tuxent, so  that  there  must  have  been  in  the  affiiir  on  Friday,  up- 
wards of  800  men  !     They  came  with  a  band  of  music  playingJ*^ 


tTNTTRD  STATES'  SHIP  SUPEKIOK,  SACKETT'S  IIARnOR, 

June  20th,  1814. 

SIR, 

Knowing  that  the  enemy  was  constantly  receiving  naval  and 
military  stores  at  Kingston,  by  the  St.  Lawrence,  I  thought  it 
might  be  practicable  to  surprise  and  capture  a  brigade  of  boats 
With  stores  on  board,  and  either  destroy  or  bring  tliem  off.  For 
this  purpose  1  directed  lieutenant  Gregory  to  take  three  gigs  with 
only  their  crew  and  one  settee  in  each  boat,  and  proceed  down 
the  St.  Lawrence,  secrete  himself  on  some  of  the  islands,  and 
Avatch  a  favourable  opportunity  to  surprisje  a  brigade  of  loaded 
boats,  and  eitiier  bring  them  oti'or  destroy  them,  as  circumstances 
would  point  oOt. 

Lieutenant  Gregory  left  here  with  his  party  on  the  evening  of 
the  15th  instant,  and  proceeded  to  the  "  Thousand  Islands,"  where 
he  hauled  his  boats  on  shore  and  concealed  them :  saw  two  bri- 
gades of  boats  pass,  one  up  the  river  with  troops,  of  course  too 
strong  for  our  little  party;  the  other  down  the  river  empty,  and 
not  worth  taking. 

Lieutenant  Gregory  found  the  enemy  had  gun-boats  stationed 
between  Kingston  and  Prcscott,  witliin  about  six  miles  of  each 
other,  and  that  they  had  a  telegraph  look  out,  in  almost  every  high 
island,  so  that  they  convey  intelligence  with  great  expedition. 
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Teiiterdaj  morning,  between  9  uid  10  o'clock,  licutcnmt Gre* 
sorjr  finding  himself  digcoveieil,  and  a  g;un-boat  close  to  him,  he 
instantly  formed  the  bold  design  to  board  her,  which  he  did,  and 
carried  her  without  losing  a  man  :  one  of  the  enemy  was  badly 
wounded.  She  proved  to  be  the  fine  gun-boat  Black  SnaLe  or 
Number  9,  and  mounted  one  eighteen  pounder  and  raanoetl 
with  18  men,  chiefly  royal  marines,  (a  list  of  wliidi  is  enclosed). 
Lieutenant  Gregory  manned  his  prite  and  proceeded  up  the  Si. 
Lawrence,  but  naa  soon  discovered  and  pursued  by  a  very  latjt 
ffun-boat  mounting  two  heavy  sjuns  and  rowed  with  upwards  nf 
forty  oars,  which  overhauled  him  fast.  He  kept  possession  of 
his  prize  until  the  enemy  threw  their  shot  over  him  ;  he  then  verr 
reluctantly  (but  1  think  properly)  took  out  all  his  prisoners  aaA 
scuttled  the  gun-boat,  which  sunk  instantly,  and  escaped  the  ese- 
my  although  so  heavilv  loaded.  Lieutenant  Gregory  arrived  sift 
this  morning  with  all  his  prisoners. 

Permit  nie  to  recommend  this  gallant  young  officer  (o  your 
notice  and  patronage.  He  is  not  surpassed  by  any  of  his  gndt 
in  zeal,  intelligence,  and  intrepidity.  Sailing  master  Vaughu 
and  Mr.  Dixon,  each  commanding  a  git^  under  lieutenant  Gre^oiy, 
are  entitled  to  my  acknowledgments  tor  their  zeal  and  actifitj 
on  all  occasions  to  render  service  to  their  country,  more  particn- 
larly  on  the  last  expedition,  when,  from  their  knowledge  of  iht 
river,  they  rendered  the  most  important  services  by  pointing  ont 
the  proper  channels  to  elude  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

Will  you  be  pleased  to  direct  in  what  manner  the'prisonersart 
to  be  disposed  of. 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCET. 
Secretary  of  the  Nitj. 


BMract  of  a   Irtter  from  general  P.  Sluart.  of  the  MmjlMid 
militut,  to  the  Secretnii/  of  War,  dated  June  23(f,  1814. 

"  I  have  ordered  on  t<)  Washington,  under  an  ofticer  ako » 
directed  upon  his  arrival  to  report  himself  to  you,  five  prisontn 
and  one  deserter.  Tlie  prisoners  were  taken  on  the  3Ut  instaat 
by  a  detachment  of  Maryland  militia  under  my  command,  aided 
by  a  squadron  of  horse  fmm  the  district  of  Columbia,  under  the 
eommand  of  major  Peter. 

"The  cruel  course  of  war  waged  by  the  enemy  upon  our  eilen- 
sive  water  courses,  has  forced  me  to  call  into  serv  ice  a  gre»t 
body  of  our  militia. 

"  I  must  express  my  (hanks  fur  (he  aid  so  promptly  sent  frm 
your  department.  It  was  a  source  of  considerable  regret  tint 
major  Peter  of  the  artillery,  notwithstanding  hii  gri-at  exertions, 
could  not  join  us  till  morning.  By  his  aid,  I  iltel  confident  ne 
could  have  destroyed  the  enemy's  schooner  sent  up  to  mlt*  off 
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the  residue  of  the  tobacco.  Major  Peter's  squadron  acted  witk 
promptitude  and  ardor,  displaying  a  temper  which  will  ren- 
der them  essentially  useful  to  the  nation.  The  frequent  injuries 
which  arise  to  the  service  from  intelligence  communicate<l  to  the 
enemy,  have  determined  me  to  sufier  no  deserter  to  remain  with- 
in my  command." 


Sunday,  June  25th,  1814.-*10  A.  M. 

8IR, 

This  morning,  at  4  A.  M.  a  combined  attack  of  the  artille 
ry,  marine  corps  and  flotilla,  was  made  upon  the  enemy's  two 
frigates,  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  After  two  hours  en^ge- 
ment,  they  got  under  way  and  made  sail  down  the  river.  They 
are  now  warping  round  roint  Patience,  and  1  am  now  moving  up 
the  Patuxcnt  with  my  flotilla.  My  floss  is  acting  midshipman 
Asquith  killed,  and  ten  others  killed  and  wounded. 

Mr.  Blake,*   the  bearer  of  this,  was  a  volunteer  in  my  barge^ 
He  will  give  you  every  other  information. 

With  respect,  &c. 

JOSHUA  BARNEY. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


PHILADFXPHIA,  June  25th,  1814. 

SIR, 

On  Sunday  last  the  British  frigate  Belvidera  captured  a  small 
schotmer  belonging  to  Indian  river,  about  ten  miles  above  Cape 
Henlopen ;  and  after  having  her  in  possession  thirty-four  hours, 
ransomed  her  for  800  dollars.  I  wa3  yesterday  morning  on  the 
eve  of  leaving  this,  with  about  30  ofiicers  and  men,  who  are  em- 
ployed here  in  the  equipment  of  the  Guerriere,  to  join  the  flotilla, 
but  received  information  that  the  Belvidera  left  the  bay  on  the  Slst. 
The  flotilla  is  down  as  low  as  Egg  [sland  Flats,  from  which  it 
came  up  to  New  Castle  only  the  day  before  the  Belvidera  came 
into  the  Bay,  for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  its  provisions. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  R0D6ERS. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


CAMP  NEAR  ST.  LEONARD'S,  June  26th,  1814. 
BIR, 

We  decided  on  attacking  the  enemy  this  morning  at  day- 
break ;  after  two  and  a  half  or  tliree  hours  cannonading,  he 

*  Mr,  T.  P.  Andrews,  of  Washington,  accompanied  Mr.  Blake ;  they  both 
Jcted  as  captains  of  marines,  under  major  William  B.  Barney. — £dit. 
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thought  proper  to  retreat  down  the  river,  and  commodore  Baniej 
has  taken  advantage  of  his  absence  to  pass  his  flotilla  up  t)ie  Pa- 
tuxent.  1  was  constrained  to  precipitate  the  attack  before  I  was 
fully  prepared,  from  the  circumstance  of  all  the  enemy's  small 
vessels  having  left  the  river.  The  ground  I  was  obliged  to  occu- 
py for  a  battery,  consisted  of  a  high  bluff  point,  having  thePatux- 
ent  on  the  rijcht,  and  St.  Leonard's  Creek  on  the  left,  with  which 
tlie  communication  was  over  a  flat  piece  of  ground,  subject  to  be 
enfiladed  from  the  Patuxent,  and  the  hill  on  which  the  guns  were 
to  be  placed,  liable  to  a  severe  fire  from  the  same  quarter ;  there- 
fore, m  case  of  an  attack,  the  enemy  mijjht  have  rendered  our 
situation  very  uncomfortable,  by  stationing  a  small  vessel  so  as  to 
command  the  low  ground  I  speak  of. 

We  committed  a  great  manv  blunders  during  the  action,  orour 
success  would  probablv  have  been  more  complete.     I  forbear  ta 
enter  into  minute  particulars,  lest  I  should  cast  an  indirect  cen- 
sure on  some  officers,  perhaps  undeser\'ed,  fur  I  must  acknow- 
ledge, [  was  so  much  engaged  at  the  battery,  as  to  have  but  an 
indistinct  knowledge  of  what  passed  elsewhere.     But  the  fact  'i% 
the  infantry  and  light  artillery  decided  upon  retreating  without  mj 
orders,  before  they  had  lost  a   single  man   killed  or  wounded; 
and  at  the  time  too,  when  the  enemy    were  manouvring  to  the 
rear  of  our  position  with  their  barges.     The  consequence  of  thii 
moving  was  very  disadvantageous ;  the  men  at  the  guns  perceiv- 
ing the  infantry  retreating,  and   the  enemy  getting  into  the  rear, 
their  numbers  began  sensibly  to  diminish,  and  I  was  pretty  soot 
left  with  only  men  enou<vh  to  work  one  gun,  which  1  was  neceaai' 
tated  to  turn  to  the  rear  for  the  sake  of  keeping  the  barges  in  checL 
Finally,  the  few  men  that  remained  were  so  exhausted  with  fiih 
tigue,  we  found  it  impracticable  to  Are  any  more,  and  the  limberi 
and  horses  which  had  been  ordered  down  the  hill,  having  disap* 
peared  and  gone,  I  know  not  where,  I  found  myself  under  at 

gainfiil  necessity  of  spiking  the  guns,  to  prevent  their  being  ivtd 
y  the  enemy,  should  he  get  possession  of  them.  -f 

1  might,  m  justice  to  the  infantry,  acknowledge  they  did  Ml) 
take  to  flight,  but  quitted  the  ground  in  perfect  order ;  aftarv 
while  I  was  able  to  halt  them,  and  bring  them  back.  In  tiie  mH^ 
time  the  enemy  were  eetting  under  way,  and  retiring  down  lU 
river:  from  the  precipitancy  of  his  retreat,  I  infer  he  mnatkriiv 
suffered  considerably.  From  some  untoward  circumstanoti^il 
had  it  not  in  my  power  to  observe  the  eflect  of  each  shotweliPt^ 
otherwise  I  think  its  destruction  would  be  complete*  '  I 

Commodore  Barney  furnished   me  with  twenty  excelleaiM||l 
from  his  flotilla  to  work  the  guns.     By  some  mismana< 
loadin<^  with  the  hot  shot,  one  poor  fellow  had  his  arm 
which  IS  the  only  material  accident  we  sustained.     One: 
enemy's  rockets  passed  tliiough  an  ammunition  box,  wlnck/ 
been  injudicioui^ly  placed,  and  exploded  it,  wiiich  did  MniAltf^ 
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age.  An  ammunition  cart  near  it  was  covered  with  the  fire,  but 
foi*tunatelj  did  not  explode*  Some  otlier  trifling  accidents  were 
sustained. 

We  commenced  in  the  night  an  epaulment  to  cover  our  guns ; 
but  the  work  progressed  so  little,  from  the  shortness  of  time,  I 
did  not  think  it  best  to  occupy  it.  We  retreated  our  guns  so  as 
barely  to  allow  the  muzzles  to  peep  over  the  hill*  This  brouG;ht 
us  on  descending  ground,  in  a  ploughed  Cornfield.  The  recoil  of 
the  gun  downwards,  every  time  it  was  fired,  gave  us  excessive  la- 
bour to  bring  it  up  to  its  position*  In  other  respects  it  answered 
admirably.  The  enemy  found  it  impossible  to  hit  either  the  guns 
or  the  men.  Every  shot  aimed  by  them,  either  fell  short  and 
struck  the  bank,  or  flew  clear  over.  Towards  the  close  of  the 
firing,  they  adopted  the  method  of  using  small  charges  of  powder, 
whicn  just  threw  his  shot  over  the  hill,  probably  firing  irom  his 
carronades;  but  the  effect  was  not  more  decisive. 

To  prevent  the  enemy  taking  alarm  in  the  night,  from  our 
movements,  we  were  necessitated  to  halt  oUr  ammunition  wagons 
and  carts  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  battery,  and  pass  all 
our  stores ;  even  the  bricks  of  which  our  furnace  was  constructed, 
were  brought  that  distance  by  hand.  This  fatigued  the  men  ex- 
cessively. I  felt  certain,  if  the  enemy  should  open  upon  us,  even 
at  a  random  fire,  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  any  thing  done  for 
the  confusion  it  would  create. 

I  ought  to  mention,  that  the  situation  in  which  the  infantry  and 
liffht  artillery  were  placed,  was  a  trying  one  for  new  raised  troops* 
Most  of  the  shot  which  missed  the  battery,  fell  amon^  them*  t 
had  anticipated  that  disadvantage,  but  it  was  unavoidable*  It 
was  indispensable  to  have  them  covered  by  some  rising  ground 
from  the  waters  of  the  Patuxent,  and  the  position  chosen,  was  the 
only  one  compatible  with  that  view,  and  the  design  I  had  in  post" 
inc  them,  to  protect  the  rear  of  our  battery. 

The  battalion  of  the  S8th  regiment,  joined  us  but  last  evening, 
after  a  hard  day's  march,  and  were  immediately  marched  to  the 
ground.  Some  of  their  men  were  completely  exhausted,  and  thd 
whole  excessively  fatie;Ued  and  half  famished* 

Commodore  Barney^s  flotilla  was  at  hand,  ready  to  open  Upon 
the  enemy,  the  moment  a  favourable  opportunity  should  offer.  He 
commenced  firing  soon  after  us,  and  drew  off  that  of  the  enemy  for 
a  while.  I  have  not  seen  him  since  the  action,  but  understand 
he  lost  several  men,  killed  and  wounded. 

I  hope,  on  the  whole,  taking  into  consideration  our  not  being  fuK 
ly  prepared,  the  excessive  fatigue  the  men  had  undergone, and  that 
we  have  attained  the  object  in  view,  which  was  the  release  of  com-? 
modore  Barney's  flotilla,  the  affair  will  not  reflect  dishonour  on 
our  troops* 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

DECIUfi  WAD8W0RTH* 

ftencrftl  John  Armstrong',  Sccretwy  of  Witr. 
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GENERAL  BROWN'S  GENERAL  ORDERS. 


Major  gene ro I  Brown  lias  llie  satisfaction  to  aiinounce  to  thf 
1roo|-sof  hi»<!i\i»ioti,  (in  this  l"roiit;i'r,  tlinl  lie  isiiutlioriAcdbvlbe 
nnliTB  (if  hiH  government,  to  put  tlieiu  in  motion  ugainst  tlie  cat- 
tn;.  'I'lic  fli'st  and  second  >in<;ii<les,  witli  li>e  corps  uf  artilUrv, 
vill  cross  tlie  straiglits  bel'oie  'them  tlii.s  ni-^lit,  or  a:>  eariv  to- 
morrow a!4  possible.  Tlie  necessary  ini>tri<ciiiiiis  h.ive  been^iven 
to  tlie  brij^iidiers,  and  by  tlicin  to  the  commaiiiliii^  utficurs  of  it- 
giments  and  corps. 

Upon  enteriiij;  Canada,  the  laws  nf  war  will  govern— men 
ound  in  arms,  or  otherwise  eii!5aa,ed  in  the  ser\-ice  of  thecne.nr. 
Avill  be  treated  as  enemies ;  thuxe  beliaving  peaceably,  and  iu\Uv- 
ing theirprivatc  occupations,  will  be  tieuled  as  triends.  Priitie 
property  in  all  cases  will  be  held  sacrrti ;  public  pniperly,  uWr- 
ever  found,  will  be  seized  and  disposed  uf  by  tlie  cumniandin!:  R- 
neral.  Our  utmost  protection  will  be  given  to  all  ivho  actuaJj 
join,  or  who  evince  a  desire  to  join  us. 

Plundering  is  prohibited.  The  major  general  does  not  ap;H^ 
hend  any  drtticulty  on  this  account,  with  the  regular  anui,  or 
with  honourable  volunteers,  who  press  too  the  standard  of  thtir 
country  to  avenge  her  urorgs,  and  to  gain  a  name  in  arms.  Pni- 
fligate  men  who  follow  the  army  for  plunder,  must  not  eipecl  th»i 
they  will  escape  the  vengeance  of  the  gallant  spirits,  who  art 
struggling  to  exalt  the  national  character.  Auv  plunderer  shall 
be  punished  with  death,  who  niciy  be  found  violatinj^  this  order. 
By  order  of  the  inaj'ir  general. 

C.  K'.  GARDNKIl,  ^.!jt.  Gen. 
In  pursuance  of  the  above  orders,  the  army  passed  the  Ifil- 
l^ara  river  on  Sunday  morning,  M  instant.  'I'lio  brigade  of  M- 
neial  Scott,  and  the  artillery  torp-.  of  major  llinrlnian,  bntfn 
m-arlv  a  mile  below  I'ort  Krie,  belween  two  and  ii>K-t'  o'clock. 
while' gencnd  Uipley,  »ith  his  brigade,  luatle  the  s)i<>r.- .ilxnillbe 
same  distance  ab.nr.  ']'he  enemy  was  perfectly  uiJuppriMsdaf  ' 
tSiese  movemciils.  Gerit')';il  Hcolt  fed  the  van,  aiul  »a«im«lu« 
before  the  enemy's  pic!.ei,  w'-  W\:  wiis  staiioned  at  tin,  [iuinl.SrtJ 
a  gun  ;  tUe  guanl  ilisuliai':,i'l  t'leir  gii:.;*  and  letreai.'il. 

In  li.e  moniin-,  a  sn.all  Indian  corps  «as  cross-,1  over.  TV 
fort  was  appro;iclied  on  the  ri^lit  and  left,  and  the  l>iiJi.itis>kirtri 
the  w\)ods  in  the  rear.  General  Brown  now  deiiiaiiiled  a  suinO' 
der  of  the  garrison,  and  t',ave  tlie  cnuimaiider  two  hours  for  CM* 
sideralion. — In  the  mean  time,  a  battery  of  long  IS's  wa9(ilui(4 
in  a  pos.cion  wliirh  comaiahded  the  fort.  The  enemy  suirendfff' 
prsoiiers  of  war — marcled  out  of  ihe  fort  at  sii,  ".lacked  «i« 
arms,  and  »rre  iinmediatelv  sent  across  the  river  tri  thcAoicnoi 
shore;  there  wciv  upwards  of  170  prisoners,  ofthcMlkl 
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regiments,  among  which  were  seven  oflScors.  Major  Burke  com- 
manded the  fort. 

The  schooners  Tigress  and  Porcupine  assisted  in  crossing  the 
troops,  and  lay  during  the  day  within  cannon-shot  of  the  fort. 

Captain  Camp,  of  the  quarter  master  general's  department 
mlnnteered  in  the  expedition,  and  crossed  in  the  boat  with  general 
5cot\ 

During  t^  e  mo  n'n?,  the  enemy  fired  two  or  three  cannon  from 
the  fort,  which  killed  one  man,  and  wounded  two  or  three  others. 
We  learn  thp  .inemy  had  one  killed. 

There  arf^  several  pieces  of  ordnance  in  the  garrison,  and  some 
nilitary  stdes. 

Thus  has  the  Niagara  been  crossed,  and  a  fort  captured,  without 
icarcely  the  loss  of  a  man. 


CRUIZE  OF  THE  ESSEX. 

KSSKX  JUNlOll,  July  Sd,  1814— at  sea. 
SIR, 

I  have  done  myself  the  honour  to  address  you  repeatedly, 
lince  I  left  the  Delaware ;  but  have  scarcely  a  hope  that  one  of 
rny  letters  has  reached  you  ;  therefore  consider  it  necessary  to 
give  you  a  brief  history  of  my  proceedings  since  that  period. 

I  sailed  from  the  l)elaware  on  the  2rth  of  October,  1812,  and 
repaired  with  all  diligence  (agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  com- 
modore Bainbridge)  to  Port  Praya,  Fernando  de  Noronho,  and 
Cape  Frio,  and  arrived  at  each  place  on  the  day  appointed  to  meet 
lim.  On  v.\y  passage  from  Port  Praya  to  Fernanao  de  Noronho, 
I  captured  his  Britannir  majesty's  packet  Nocton  ;  and  after  tak- 
ing out  Kbout  |gll,()fK)  sterling:  in  specie,  sent  her  under  com- 
mand of  lieutenant  Finch,  for  America.  I  cruized  off  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  and  about  Cape  Frio,  until  the  12th  January,  1813,  hear- 
ing frequently  of  the  commodore,  by  vessels  from  Bahia.  I  here 
captured  one  schooner,  with  hides  and  tallow.  I  sent  her  into  Rio. 
rhe  Montague,  the  admiral's  ship,  being  in  pursuit  of  me,  my 
provisions  getting  short,  and  finding  it  necessary  to  look  out  for 
i  supply,  to  enable  me  to  meet  the  commodore  by  the  1st  April, 
off  St  Helena,  I  proceeded  to  the  island  of  St.  Catharine's  (the  last 
place  of  rendezvous  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,)  as  the  most  likely  to 
supply  my  wants,  and,  at  the  same  time,  afford  me  that  intelli- 
gence necessary  to  enable  me  to  elude  the  Briti!>.h  ships  of  war 
on  the  coast,  and  expected  there.  I  here  procured  only  wood, 
water,  and  rum,  ana  a  few  bags  of  flour;  and  hearing  of  the 
commodore's  actior  with  the  Java,  the  capture  of  the  Hornet  by 
the  Montague,  and  of  a  considerable  augmentation  of  the  British 
force  on  the  coast,  several  being  in  pursuit  of  me,  I  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  get  to  sea  as  soon  as  possible.  I  now,  agreeably  to  the 
commodore^s  plan,  stretched  to  the  southward,  scouring  tKe  coast 
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•s  far  u  Rio  de  la  Plata.  I  heard  that  Bu^os  Ayres  was  in  a. 
■tafF  nf  »*arvation,  and  cmild  nut  supplj  our  wants,  and  that  the 
rr'ii  ernnert  of  Monteviedo  was  iriniical  to  us.  The  cnmmoddtc's 
instructions  now  left  it  conpU*ely  discretiunarv  vith  me  what 
coui'se  to  pursue,  and  I  detemiined  on  rollowine;  that  which  had 
nut  only  methiH  approbation,  but  the  approbation  of  the  then  Sc- 
crvtary  of  the  Navy. 

I  accordin^y  shapeH  my  course  for  the  Pacific  ;  and  after 
■ufferins  greatly  from  short  allowance  of  provisions,   and  he»Tj 

f,tesofl'CapeHi)rn,  (for  wliichiny  ahipand  men  were  ill  proiidedl) 
arrived  at  Valparaiso  on  the  14th  March,  1813.  I  here  toot  in 
as  much  jerked  beef,  and  other  provisions,  as  my  ship  would 
cunveniently  stow,  and  ran  down  ttie  rosst  of  Chili  and  Pero.  la 
this  track  I  fell  ii>  v  iih  a  I'eruvian  corsair,  which  had  on  board 
24  Americans,  as  prisoners,  the  creus  of  two  whale  ships,  which 
ahe  had  taken  on  the  coast  of  Chili.  Tlie  captain  infunned  me 
that,  as  allies  of  Great  Britain,  they  would  capture  all  thej 
shixihl  meet  uith,  in  expectation  of  a  war  between  Spain  and  the 
United  State-'.  1  conRequcntly  threw  all  his  duns  and  ammDni- 
tiuii  into  the  sea,  liberated  the  Americans,  wrote  a  respectfi) 
letter  to  the  liceroy.  explaining  the  cause  of  my  proceediap, 
which  1  delivered  to  her  captain.  I  ihen  proceeded  for  lAnt, 
and  re-captured  one  of  the  vessels  as  she  was  entering  the  port. 
From  ^encc  I  shaped  my  course  for  the  Gallapagos  island^ 
where  I  cruized  from  the  17th  April  until  the  3d  October,  1813; 
daring  this  time  1  touched  only  once  on  the  coast  of  Americat 
which  was  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  supplv  nl  fresh  watCTi 
as  none  is  to  be  found  among  these  islands,  which  are,  perfam 
the  most  baiTen  and  desi.late  of  any  known.  While  among  tM 
group,  I  captured  the  following  British  ships,  employed  cnielf 
In  the  spermaceti  whale  fishery,  viz. 


LHters 

of  barque. 

Tons. 

Men. 

Guns. 

Kerced  for. 

Montetuma. 

2-0 

21 

2 

Policy, 

275 

25 

10 

18 

Geor^ana, 

280 

25 

6 

18 

Greenwich, 

358 

25 

10 

20 

Atlantic, 

353 

24 

8 

20 

Rose, 

220 

21 

6 

20 

Hector, 

270 

25 

11 

20 

Catharine, 

270 

29 

8 

18 

350 

31 

14 

S6      " 

Chariton, 

274 

21 

10 

18    '* 

New  Zealander, 

259 

23 

8 

>8    2 

Sir  A.  Hammond 

,  301 

31 

12 

.     «■  J 
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As  some  of  these  ships  were  captured  by  boats,  and  others  by 
prizes,  my  officers  and  men  had  several  opportunities  of  showing 
their  g;allantry. 

The  Rose  and  the  Charlton,  were  given  up  to  the  prisoners; 
the  Hector,  Catharine  and  Montezuma,  I  sent  to  Valparaiso, 
where  they  were  laid  up :  the  Policy,  Georsriana,  and  New  Zea- 
land, I  sent  for  America  :  the  Greenwich  I  kept  as  a  store  ship, 
to  contain  the  stores  of  my  other  prizes,  necessary  for  us,  and  the 
Atlantic,  now  called  the  Essex  Junior,  I  equipped  with  20  guns, 
and  gave  the  command  of  her  to  lieutenant  Downes. 

Lieutenant  Downes  had  conveyed  the  prizes  to  Valparaiso,  and 
on  his  return  brought  me  letters,  informing  me  that  a  squadron 
under  the  command  of  commodore  James  Hillyar,  consisting  of 
the  frigate  Phcebe,  of  36  guns,  had  sailed  on  the  6th  July  for  this 
sea.     The  Racoon  and  Cherub,  had  been  seeking  for  me  for  some 
time  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  and,  on  the  return  from  their  cruize, 
joined  the  squadron  sent  in  search  of  me  to  the  Pacific.     My  ship, 
as  it  may  be  supposed,  after  being  near  a  year  at  sea,  required 
some  repairs  to  put  her  in  a  state  to  meet  them  ;  which  I  deter- 
mined to  do,  and  bring  them  to  action,  if  I  could  meet  them  on 
nearly  equal  terms.     I  proceeded  now,  in  company  with  the  re- 
mainder of  my  prizes,  to  the  island  of  Nooaheevah,  or  Madistm's 
island,  lying  in  the  Washington  group,  discovered  by  a  captain 
Ingraham,  of  Boston.     Here  1  caulked  and  completely  overhauled 
my  ship,  made  for  her  a  new  set  of  water  casks,  her  old  ones 
being  nearly  decayed,  and  took  on  board  from  my  pri'/es,  provisi- 
ons and  stores  for  upwards  of  four  months,  and  sailed  for  the  coast 
of  Chili  on  the  12th  December,  1815.     Previous  to  sailing  I  se- 
cured the  Seringapatam,  Greenwich,  and  8ir  A.  Hammond,  under 
the  guns  of  a  battery  which  I  erectefl  for  their  protection  :  after 
taking  possession  of  this  fine  island  for  the  United  States,  and 
establishing  the  most  friendly  intercourse  with  the  natives,  1  left 
them  under  charge  of  lieutenant  Gamble,  of  the  marines,  with  2T 
men,  with  orders  to  repair  to  Valparaiso,  after  a  certain  period. 

I  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  on  the  12th  January,  1814  ; 
looked  into  Conception  and  Valparaiso,  found  at  both  places  only 
three  English  vessels,  and  learned  that  the  squadron  which  sailed 
from  Rio  de  Janeiro  for  that  sea,  had  not  been  heard  of  since  their 
departure,  and  was  supposed  to  be  lost  in  endeavouring  to  double 
Cape  Horn. 

I  had  completely  broken  up  the  British  navigation  in  the  Paci- 
fic; the  vessels  which  had  not  been  captured  by  me,  were  laid  up, 
and  dare  not  venture  out.  I  had  afibrded  the  most  ample  protec- 
tion to  our  own  vessels,  which  were,  on  my  arrival,  very  numer- 
ous and  unprotected.  The  valuable  whale  fishery  there,  is  en- 
tirely destroyed,  and  the  actual  injury  we  have  done  them  may  be 
estimated  at  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  independi*!tt  of 
the  expenses  of  the  vessels  in  search  of  me.  They  have  supplied 
me  amply  with  sailsi  cordage,  cables,  anchors,  provisions,   medi- 
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cines,  nm!  stores  of  every  description;  and  the  slops  «ii  boari 
them  have  furnished  clothinst  for  the  seamen.  We  had,  in  fsci, 
'  lived  on  tlie  enemy  sitire  I  had  been  in  that  sea,  every  prize hai- 
in{;)irovcd  a  well-found  store  ship  for  me.  1  had  nut  vet  ben 
under  tlie  necessitv  of  ilra«ine  bills  od  the  department  for  bbt 
oltjert,  and  had  been  enabled  to  make  considerable  advances  to  10^ 
olikers  and  crew  on  acconnt  of  pay. 

For  the  unexaninled  time  we  had  kept  the  sea,  my  crew  had 
continued  remarkably  healthy.  I  had  but  one  case  of  the  scu^^■T, 
and  had  lo^f  onlv  the  followioE  men  bv  death,  viz. : 

Jolin  S.  Cowan,  lieutenant";  Robert  Miller,  surgeon;  Levi 
Holmes.  (>.  S. :  Edward  Sweeny,  do.;  Samuel  Grnce,  seamiD; 
James  PpalTord,  gunner's  mate;"  Benjamin  (jeers,  John  RodEtWi 
ci'iarter  sjuiiners;  .\ndi'ew  Mahan,  corporal  of  marines;  Lewis 
Price,  private  marine. 

I  li::d  done  all  the  injury  that  could  be  done  the  British  cod- 
merce  in  the  Parifir,  and  Mill  honed  to  signalize  inv  cruize  br 
somethins:  more  splendid,  before  leaving:  that  sea.  i  thoiieiht  it 
not  improbable,  that  commodore  llillyar  mijlit  liave  kept  hisw- 
rival  secret,  and  bctievinK  he  would  seek  me  at  Valjiamiso,  a*  the 
mnst  likelv  place  to  fird  me,  I  dctemiined  to  cruize  about  that 

Elace,  and  ^houlil  I  fail  of  meetinir  liitii,  hoped  to  be  rompensated 
y  the  c;![iture  of  some  mercliant  ships,  said  to  be  expected  fros 

The  I'hu'be,  ajreMlde  to  my  e^peclations,  came  to  seek  meat 
Viilparai-io,  wliere  I  was  anchored  with  the  Ksses ;  my  arntcd 
prize,  ihr  l'',sse\  Junior,  under  the  command  of  lieu  tenant  Dow  nn, 
oadielook-oui  oft' the  harbor.  R'lf  contrary  to  the  course  I  thou^ 
he  (lould  juirsue,  conimxlon'  Hillyar  brought  wi;b  him  the  Cm- 
rvb  shioj)  ol  w:tr,  mounfin:;  as  cu'ns,  ei^ihteen  32  pound  cun- 
nades,  ei;^lif  'M%,  and  uyo  lone  9"s  on  the  (juarter-deck  and  fare- 
ca>il.-,  and  a  reir.plemeiil  of  I  SO  men.  Tlie  force  of  the  Phoieii 
*asfo!loMs:—ih;ru-iMO  Inns  IS  pounders,  " 
ri.nades  one  howiiy.er,  and  sis  3  poundei 

and  sec  men:  in  ;,il.iilion  to^liiih  tlu'v  tu 

an  Enjili>h  letter  otnuii-<|MC,  hin-  in  port. 

crews,  and  were  sent  into  ihe  Pacific,  in 

coon  of  5rl;ruii>,  and  a  store  shiji  of  20  nuns, 

of  seeking;  ilic  ^'.s^e^,  and   wi're  pri-piirei 
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ofiend  bolh."     Tlii.*  was  intemb-il  as  a  re| 

trnile  iiud  sailiir':'  rJiiV'ts,"  under  the  ern 

iry  crew  were  chielly  Kn-rlishmen,  or  to  ■ 

iheir  own  crews.     The  force  of  the  Essex  was  46  guns,   forty  ii 

round  carronades,  and  six  Ion;;   13's,   and  her  ci*ew,  which  had 

been  much  reduced  by  prizes,  amounted  to  only  i55    men.    The 

Essex  Junior,  which  \\a»  intended  cbieHy  asa  store  ship,  muaa'nl 

20  guns,  ten  18  pound uuronades,  and  fen  short  6*f^irithadjr^^ 
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men  on  board.    In  reply  to  their  motto,  I  wrote  at  my  mizeii, 
*'  G  jil,  oar  country  and  llbt^rty  ;  tyranta  offi'nd  tliemy 

Oil  jjetting  ti\eir  provisions  on  board,  they  went  off  the  port  for 
the   purpose  of  bIocka<lin^  me,  where  they  cniiz.e(l  for  near  sik 
weeks;  durini^  which  time  I  endeavoured  to  provoke  a  challenge, 
and  frequently,  but  ineffectually,  to  brin*::  the  Phcebe  alone  to  ac- 
tion, first  with  both  my  ships,  and  afierwards  Vvith  my  single  ahip, 
widi  both  crewa  on  board.     1  was  several  times  uthl^^r  way,   and 
ascertained  that  i   had  greatly  the  advanta;:e  in  pt>int  of  mailing:, 
and  once  succeeded  in  ch>sin<j^  within  gun-shot  of  the  Phwbe,  and 
commenced   a  fire  on  her,  when  she  ran  down  for  the  Cherubj 
which  was  two  and  a  half  miles  to  leeward :  this  excited  some 
surprise  and  expressions  of  indignation,  as  previous  to  mv  getting 
unaer  way,  she  hove  to  off  the  port,  hoisted  her  motto  ^ag,  and 
fired  a  gun  to  windward.     Commodore  Hillyar  seemed  determin- 
ed to  avoid  a  contest  with  me  on  nearly  etjual  terins,  ami  from  his 
extreme  prudence  in  keeping  both  his  ships  ever  after  constantly 
within  hail  of  each  other,  there  were  no  hopes  of  any  advantages 
to  my  country  from  a  longer  stay  in  port.     1  therefore  determined 
to  put  to  sea  the  first  opportunity  which  should  offer;  and  I  was 
the  more  strongly  induced  to  do  so,  as  I  had  gained  certain  intel- 
ligence, that  the  Tagus,    rated  38,   and  two  otiier  frigates,  had 
sailed  for  that  sea  in  pursuit  of  me.     I  had  reason  to  expect  the 
arrival  of  the  Racoon,  from  the  north-west  coast  of  America, 
where  she  had  been  sent  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  our  fur  es- 
tablishment on  the  Columbia.     A  rendezvous  was  appointed  for 
the  Essex  Junior,  and  every  arrangement  made  for  sailing,  and  I 
intended  to  let  them  chase  me  off,  to  give  the  Essex  Junior  an 
opportunity  of  escaping.     On  the  28th  March,  the  day  after  this 
determination  was  formed,  the  wind  came  to  blow  fresh  from  the 
southward,  wlien  I  parted  my  larboard  cable  and  dragged  my  star- 
board anchor  directly  out  to  sea.     Not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost 
in  getting  sail  on  the  ship.     The  enemy  were  close  in  with  the 
point  forming  the  west  side  of  the  bay;  but  on  opening  them,  I 
saw  a  prospect  of  passing  to  windward,   when  I  took  in  my  top- 
gallant-sails,   which   were  set   over   sin;2;le-reefe(l-topsails,   and 
braced  up  for  this  purpose;  but  on  rounding  the  point,   a  heavy 
squall  struck  the  ship,  and  carried  away  her  main  top-mast,  pre- 
cipitating the  men  who  were  aloft  into  the  sea,  who  were  drown- 
ed.    Both  ships  now  gave  chase  to  me,  and  I  endeavoured,  in  my 
disabled  state,  to  regain  the  port ;  but  finding  I  could  not  reco- 
ver the   common  anchorage,  I  ran  close  into  a  small  bay,  about 
three  c|uartersof  a  mile  to  leeward  of  thebatterv,  on  the  east  side 
of  the  harbor,  and  let  go  my  anchor  within  pistol-sliotof  the  shore, 
where  I  intended  to  repair  my  damages  as  soon  as  po»sible.     The 
enemy  continued  to  approach,  siiewed  an  evident  intention  of  at- 
tacking us,  regardless  of  the  neutrality  of  the  place  where  1  was 
anchorefl ;  and  the  caution  o!»served  in  their  approach  to  the  attack 
of  the  crippled  Essex,  was  truly  ridiculous,  as  was  their  display 


at  their  motto  flags,  ant)  th«  number  of  jacks  at  all  their  mast  heaik. 
I,  with  as  much  expedition  an  circumstancea  would  admit  of,  got 
my  ship  ready  for  action,  and  endeavoured  to  get  a  spring  uomT 
cable,  but  had  not  succeeded  when  the  enemv,  at  54  minutes  past 
3  P.  M.  made  his  attack,  the  Phwhe  placing  herself  under  mj 
stern,  and  the  Cherub  on  my  starboard  buw  ;  but  the  Cherub  sow 
finding  hersituation  a  hot  one,  bore  up  and  ran  down  under  the 
stem  also,  where  both  ebips  kept  up  a  hot  raking  fire. 

I  had  !tot  .1  long  twelve  pouiider§  out  ol  the  stern  ports,  which 
were  worked  with  so  much  nravery  and  skill,  that  in  naif  an  hour 
We  so  disabled  both  as  to  compel  them  to  haul  ofTto  repair  daou- 
ges.  In  the  roume  of  this  firing,  I  had,  by  die  |^reat  exertions  of 
Mr.  Edward  Iturnwell,  the  acting  sailing  master,  assisted  by  Mr, 
Linscott,  the  boalsuain,  succeeded  in  getting  springs  on  ourcaUe 
three  dillbrent  times  ;  but  the  tire  of  the  enemy  was  so  escessiK, 
that  before  we  could  get  our  broadside  to  bear,  they  were  ilxK 
away,  and  thus  rendered  useless  to  us.  My  ship  had  receivH 
many  injuiies  and  several  had  been  killed  ami  wounded  ;  bot  mi 
brave  olhcers  and  men,  notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  circnn 
Stances  under  which  we  were  brought  to  action,  and  ihe  powerfn, 
force  opposed  to  us,  were  no  ways  discouraged  ;  all  appeared 
determined  to  defend  theirshiptothe  last  extremity, and  to  dieii 
|wefcreiice  to  a  shameful  surrender.  Our  gaff,  with  the  ensign  an. 
the  motto  flag  at  the  mizen,  had  been  shot  away,  but  frke  tubs 
AND  sailor's  rights,  continued  to  By  at  the  fore  Our  enap 
was  replaced  by  another ;  and  to  guard  against  a  similar  eveBti 
an  ensign  vas  made  fast  in  the  mizen  rigging,  and  several  jacks 
were  hoisted  in  dift'erent  parts  of  the  ship.  The  enemy  soon  im- 
paired his  damages  for  a  Iresh  attack,  lie  now  placed  hiniclf. 
with  both  his  sliips  on  my  starboard  quarter,  out  of  the  rewk  •( 
my  carronadcs,  and  where  my  stern  guns  could  not  be  bnMi|^ft 
bear.  He  there  kept  up  a  most  galling  lire,  which  it  was  Mtrf 
my  pouer  to  return,  when  I  saw  no  prospectof  injuring  him  witkMlfl 
getting  under  weigh  and  becoming  the  assailant.  My  1opH<Afl 
shect^i  and  haul-yai-dii  were  nil  shut  away  as  well  a.s  t[>e  jib  mi 
forc-lop-mast  stay  sail  haul-yards.  The  only  rope  not  cut  m 
the  tlymg  jib  haul-yards,  and  that  being  the  only  sail  I  could  Mb 
I  caused  it  to  be  hoisted,  my  cable  to  be  cut,  and  ran  dowim>  : 
buth  ships,  with  an  intention  of  laying  ihe  Pho-be  on  board.  TW 
firing  on  both  Udts  uas  now  tremendous.  1  had  lei  fnll  ■/' 
fore -top  s:'.il  and  foresail,  but  the  want  of  tacks  and  sheets  Iw 
rendered  them  almost  useless  to  us;  yet  we  nere  enabled,  fori 
short  time,  to  close  with  the  enemy  ;  and  althougli  ourdecks  wert 
now  strewed  vith  dead,  and  our  cockpit  filled  uith  wounded" 
altliuugh  our  sliip  had  been  several  times  on  fire, and  was  rendir- 
ed  a  perfect  wrcc'.we  were  still  encourajied  to  a  hope  tn  *aie 
her,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  Cherub  being  comtirlted  IB 
haul  off.     She  did  not  return  to  close  action,  altbougti  she  a^a* 
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rently  had  it  in  her  power  to  do  so,  but  kept  up  a  distant  firiugi 
with  ner  long  guns. 

The  PhcBbe,  from  our  disabled  state,  was  enabled,  however,  bj 
ed^ngoff,  to  choose  the  distance  which  best  suited  her  long  guns, 
and  kept  up  a  tremendous  fire  on  us,  which  mowed  down  mj 
brave  companions  by  the  dozen.  Many  of  mj  guns  had  bee& 
rendered  useless  bj  the  enemy's  shot,  and  many  of  them  had  theii- 
whole  crews  destroyed.  We  manned  them  again  from  those  which 
were  disabled,  and  one  gun  in  particular  was  three  times  manned  ; 
15  men  were  slain  at  it  in  the  action!  but  strange  as  it  mar 
appear,  the  captain  of  it  escaped  with  only  a  slight  wound.  Find- 
ing that  the  enemy  had  it  in  his  power  to  chose  his  distance,  I 
now  gave  up  all  hopes  of  closing  with  him,  and  as  the  wind,  for- 
the  moment,  seemed  to  favour  the  design,  I  determined  to  endea- 
vour to  run  her  on  shore,  land  my  men  and  destroy  her.  Every 
thin^  seemed  to  favour  my  wishes.  We  had  approached  the  shore 
within  musket  shot,  and  I  had  no  doubt  of  succeeding,  when,  ia 
an  instant,  the  wind  shifted  from  the  land  (as  is  very  common  in 
this  port  in  the  latter  part  of  the  day)  and  payed  our  head  down 
on  the  Phojbe,  where  we  were  again  exposed  to  a  dreadful  rakine 
fire.  My  ship  was  now  totally  unmanageable ;  yet,  as  her  head 
was  toward  the  enemy,  and  he  to  leeward  of  me,  I  still  hoped  to 
be  able  to  board  him.  At  this  moment  lieutenant  commandant 
Downes  came  on  board,  to  receive  my  orders,  under  the  impression 
that  I  should  soon  be  a  prisoner.  He  could  be  of  no  use  to  me 
in  the  then  ^retched  state  of  the  Essex ;  and  finding  (from  the 
enemy's  putting  his  helm  up^  that  iny  last  attempt  at  boarding 
would  not  succeed,  I  directed  him,  after  he  had  been  about  ten 
minutes  on  board,  to  return  to  his  own  ship,  to  be  prepared  for 
defending  and  destroying  her  in  case  of  an  attack,  rie  took  with 
him  several  of  my  wounded,  leaving  tliree  of  his  boat's  crew  on 
board  to  make  room  for  them.  The  Cherub  now  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  distinguishing  herself,  by  keeping  up  a  hot  fire  on  nim 
during  his  return. 

The  slaughter  on  board  my  ship  had  now  become  horrible;  the 
enemy  continuing  to  rake  us,  and  we  unable  to  bring  a  gun  to 
bear.  I  therefore  directed  a  hawser  to  be  bent  to  the  sheet 
anchor,  and  tlie  anchor  to  be  cut  from  the  bows  to  bring  her  head 
round.  This  succeeded.  We  acain  got  our  broadside  to  bear, 
and  as  the  enemy  was  much  crippled  and  unable  to  hold  his  own^^ 
I  have  no  doubt  ne  would  soon  have  drifted  out  of  gun-shot  before 
he  discovered  we  had  anchored,  had  not  the  hawser  unfortunate- 
ly parted.  My  ship  had  taken  fire  several  times  during  the  actioUi^ 
but  alarmingly  so  forward  and  aft  at  this  moment ;  the  flames 
were  bursting  up  each  hatchway,  and  no  hopes  were  entertained 
of  saving  her ;  our  distance  from  the  shore  did  not  exceed  three 
quarters  of  a  mile,  and  I  hoped  many  of  my  brave  crew  would  be 
able  to  save  themselves,  should  the  ship  blow  up,  as  1  was  inform* 
td  the  fire  was  near  the  magazine,  and  the  explosion  of  a  large 
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quantity'  or  powder  below,  served  to  increase  die  horrors  of  our 

9it'iatfii':i,  Ourtniats  were  deatiovcd  bv  the  enemj'ssho)  ;  I  thcre- 
foiv  ti.i  >:■  led  Ih  se  wliu  could  smm  lu  ium|3  overbuoril,  and  endea- 
vour I'.  ■x»'m  llie  sliore.  Stinie  ruaclied  it,  some  were  taken  br 
the  die'  ly,  and  sitme  i^icrished  in  tlie  attempt ;  but  most  preferrra 
shaiing  witli  mi-  llie  t^te  of  tlie  ship. 

We  ^^llo  rr. joined,  now  turned  nur  attention  whollv  to  extiii- 
liuisliint;  the  ilaiues ;  and  when  we  had  succeeded,  uent  again  to 
our  n;uiis,  whiTc  the  firing  wax  kept  up  fur  some  minutesi,  but  ibe 
crew  bad  by  this  time  become  ao  weakened,  that  they  all  declared 
to  uie  the  im[M)$sibiIily  uf  making  turiher  resislanre,  and  entreat- 
ed me  to  ^u^rel.de^  my  ithip  to  save  tlie  mounded,  as  all  further 
alteinptH  at  opposition  must  prove  ineflectual,  almost  every  ^un 
bein^  disabled  by  the  destruction  of  tlieir  ci-ews.  I  noiv  sent  (at 
the  oflicers  uf  divisions  to  consult  them;  but  what  was  mj  sur- 
prise lo  find  only  acting  lieutenant  Stephen  Decatur  M'kni^t 
remaining,  »ho  cunfinned  the  report  respectingfhe  cunditina  of 
the  guns  on  the  quarter-deck — those  on  the  spar-deck  were  nttt 
in  a  belter  state.  Lieutenant  Wilmer,  after  hgliting  most  gal- 
lantly ihroii" liout  the  action,  had  been  knocked  o^e^boa^dbJl 
splinter,  while  getting  the  sheet  anchor  from  the  bous,  and  vw 
dmwned.  Actin:;  lieutenant  John  G.  Cowcll  had  lost  a  leg;  Mr. 
Edward  Barnweir,  acting  sailing  master,  had  been  carried  below, 
after  receiving  two  sevei-e  wounds,  one  in  the  breast  and  nae  la 
the  face  ;  and  acting  lieutenant  William  H.Odenheinier  hidbeea 
knucked  overboard  from  the  quarter,  an  instant  before,  and  did 
not  regain  ihe  ship  till  after  the  surrender. 

1  was  informed  that  the  cockpit,  the  steerage,  the  wardrMB, 
and  the  birth-deck,  could  contain  no  mure  wounded;  and  tU 
the  HUundcd  were  killed  while  the  -ui^eons  were  dressing  thai, 
and  that  unless  something  was  speedily  done  In  ]T«veui  il,  fti 
ship  would  soim  sink,  from  the  number  orshul-liolc!.  in  herbotlon. 
And  on  sending  for  the  carpenter,  he  infornii'd  nie  that  all  lut 
crew  had  been  Killed  or  wounded,  and  that  he  had  been  once  am 
theside  toitlop  the  leaks,  when  his  slm>Es  had  been  shot  awajr,ul 
it  i-as  with  difficulty  he  was  sa^ed  from  drowning.  The  eue^ 
from  the  smoothness  of  the  water,  and  the  iinpussibility  sf  mg  . 
reaching  him  with  our  carnmades,  and  the  little  ajiprelieDnH 
that  was  ct^cited  by  our  fire,  which  had  now  become  much  sl«^ 
ened,  was  enabled  to  fake  aim  at  us  as  at  a  target;  his  shotue*(t 
missed  our  hull,  and  my  ship  was  cut  up  in  a  manner  which «M 
periiaps  never  before  witnessed:  in  fine,  I  saw  no  ho).es  of  satilf 
her,  andat  SOminulcsaflerCP.  M. gave  the  painful  ordt^rtustiBs 
the  colours.  Seventy -five  men,  including  officers,  were  all  ihaire- 
mained  of  my  whole  crew,  after  the  action,  capable  of  doing  AaO, 
and  many  of  tliem  severely  wounded,  some  of  whom  have  sincedira. 
3^ppfifni^sfiUcn»t»in<>iJhtN^rf,  and  my  brave,  lliuughunfortuatle 
companions  were  still  falling  aliout  me.  I  directed  an  oppuaie 
gun  10  be  fired,  to  show  them  we  latended  no  furtlier  r— ■"* •  ' 
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biU  they  iid  not  desist ;  four  men  were  killed  at  my  side,  ani 
others  in  different  parts  of  the  ship.  I  now  believed  he  intended 
to  show  U8  no  quarter,  and  tliat  it  would  be  as  well  to  die  with 
my  flag;  flying  as  struck,  and  was  on  the  point  of  again  hoisting 
it,  when,  about  ten  minutes  after  hauling  the  coGurs  dotvn,  h% 
ee^ised  Jiving. 

I  cannot  speak  in  sufiicientlj  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  those 
engaged  for  such  an  unparalleled  length  of  time,  (under  such  cir- 
cumstances) with  me,  in  the  arduous  and  unequal  contest.  Let  it 
suffice  to  say,  that  more  braverj,  skill,  patriotism,  and  zeal,  were 
never  displayed  on  any  occasion ;  every  one  seemed  determined 
to  die  in  defence  of  their  much  loved  country's  cause,  and  no- 
thing but  views  to  humanity  could  ever  have  reconciled  them  to 
the  surrender  of  the  ship;  they  remembered  their  wounded  and 
helpleis  ship-mates  below.  To  acting  lieutenants  M*Knight  and 
Odenheimer,  I  feel  much  indebted  for  their  great  exertions  and 
bravery  throughout  the  action,  in  fighting  and  encouraging  the 
men  at  their  divisions,  for  the  dexterous  managemeut  of  the  long 
guns,  and  for  their  promptness  in  re-manning  ti.eirguns,  as  their 
crews  were  slaughtered.  The  conduct  of  that  brave  and  heroic 
officer,  acting  lieutenant  John  G.  Cowell,  who  lost  his  leg  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  action,  excited  the  admiration  of  every  man  in 
the  ship,  and  after  being  wounded,  would  not  consent  to  be  taken 
below,  until  loss  of  blood  rendered  him  insensible.  Mr.  Edward 
Barnwell,  acting  sailing-master,  whose  acti/itv  and  courage  were 
equally  conspicuous,  returned  on  deck  after  his  first  wound,  a. id 
remained  after  receiving  his  second,  until  fainting  with  loss  of 
blood.  Mr.  Samuel  B.Johnston,  who  had  joined  mc  the  dav  be- 
fore, and  acted  as  marine  officer,  conducted  himself  with  great 
bravery,  and  exerted  himself  in  assisting  at  the  long  guns,  the 
musketry  after  the  first  half  hour  being  useless  (from  our  great 
distance). 

Mr.  M.  W.  Bostwick,  whom  I  had  appointed  acting  purser  of 
the  Essex  Junior,  and  who  was  on  board  my  ship,  did  the  duties  of 
an  aid,  in  a  manner  which  reflects  on  him  the  highest  honour; 
midshipmen  Isaacs,  Farragut,  and  Ogden,  as  well  as  acting  mid- 
shipmen James  Terry,  James  R.  Lyman,  and  Samuel  Duzenbury, 
and  master's  mate  W^illiam  Pierce,  exerted  themselves  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  respective  duties,  and  gave  an  earnest  of  their 
value  to  the  service  ;  the  three  first  are  too  young  to  recommend 
for  promotion,  the  latter  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  for  confirma- 
tion, as  well  as  the  acting  lieutenants,  and  Messrs.  Barnweiiy 
Johnston,  and  Bostwick. 

We  have  been  unfortunate,  but  not  disgraced ;  the  defence  of 
the  Essex  has  not  been  less  honourable  to  her  officers  and  crew, 
than  the  capture  of  an  equal  force,  and  I  now  consider  my  situa- 
tion less  unpleasant  than  that  of  commo<lore  Hillyar,  who,  in  vio- 
lation of  every  principle  of  honour  and  generosity,  and  regardless 
lif  the  rights  of  nations^  attacked  the  Essex  in  her  crippled  state. 
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"witKin  pifliol-ehot  af  k  neutral  shore ;  when  for  aix  we^s  I  lud 
daily  ottered  him  fair  and  honourable  combat,  on  terms  greatW  t* 
his  advantage  ;  the  blood  of  the  slain  must  be  on  his  head,  antf  be 
has  yet  to  reconcile  his  conduct  to  Heaven,  to  his  conscience, and 
to  the  world.  The  annexed  extract  of  a  letter  from  cnmmtidore 
Hilljar,  which  was  written  previouslj  to  his  returning  me  my 
■word,  will  show  his  opinion  of  our  conduct. 

My  loss  has  been  dreadfully  severe^  58  killed  or  have  since 
died  of  their  wounds,  and  among  them  is  lieutenant  Cuwell ;  59 
were  severely  wounded,  27  slightly,  and  31  are  missing  ;  making 
in  all  154,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  a  list  of  whose  names  ii 
annexed. 

The  professional  knowledge  ot  doctor  Richard  Hoffman,  act" 
ing  surgeon,  and  doctor  Alexander  Montgomery,  acting  sur^eon'i 
mate,  added  to  their  assiduity,  and  the  benevolent  attentions  and 
assistance  of  Mr.  D.  P.  Adams,  the  chaplain,  saved  tlie  lives  of 
many  of  the  wounded.  Those  gentlemen  have  been  indefati^aUe 
in  their  attentions  to  them  ;  the  two  first  I  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend for  confirmation,  and  the  latter  to  the  notice  of  tlie  depart- 
ment. 

1  must  in  justice  to  myself  observe,  that  with  our  six  12  pona- 
ders  only  we  fought  this  action,  our  carronades  being  almost 
useless. 

The  toss  in  killed  and  wounded  has  been  great  with  the  eue- 
Kiy  ;  among  the  former  is  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Phwbe,  and  of 
the  latter  captain  Tucker,  of  the  Cherub,  whose  wounds  are  se- 
vere. Both'the  Essex  and  Phcebe  were  in  a  sinking  state,  and 
it  was  with  difficulty  they  could  be  kept  afloat  until  anchored  m 
Valparaiso  next  morning.  The  slialteied  state  of  the  Kssex  will, 
I  believe,  prevent  her  ever  reaching  England,  and  I  also  thiokit 
will  be  out  of  their  |>ower  to  repair  the  damages  of  the  Phtrbe,  m 
as  to  enable  her  to  double  Cape  Horn.  All  the  ni:L''t.>  and  yijdi 
■f  the  Phffibe  and  CheruJt  are  badly  ciippled,  and  thiir  hulls  modi 
cut  up;  tlie  former  had  cigliteen  1:2  pound  shot  th rim gii  her  belW 
her  water  line,  some  three  feet  under  water.  TVothiiig  but  tfaa 
Bmoothtiesb  of  the  water  saved  both  the  Phoebe  and  Kssex. 

1  hope,  sir,  that  our  conduct  may  prove  satisfactory  tft  tm 
country,  and  that  it  will  testify  it  by  obtaining  "ur  speedy  «• 
change,  tiiat  we  may  again  have  it  in  our  power  to  prove  ott 
zeal. 

Commodore  Hillyar  (I  am  informed,)  has  thou^lii  proper  t* 
«tate  to  his  government,  that  the  action  only  laMi^il  4^  minuter 
Should  he  havedone  so,  the  motive  may  be  easily  ili^c<»  cred ;  but 
die  thousands  of  disinterested  witnesses  who  covered  (he  surround- 
ing hills,  can  testify  that  we  fought  his  ships  near  (lui  hours  ud 
a  half;  upwards  of  5U  broadsides  were  fired  by  the  enemy,  agreea:- 
Wy  to  their  own  accounts,  and  upwards  of  73  by  ours  ;  except  A^ 
few  minutes  they  were  repairing  damages,  the  Cring  was  incw- 
santi  ^    ' 
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Soon  after  my  capture,  I  entered  into  an  agreement  with  comr 
tnodore  Hiiljar  to  disarm  mj  prize,  the  Essex  Junior,  and  proceed 
with  the  survivors  of  my  officers  and  crew  in  her  to  the  United 
States,  taking  with  me  her  officers  and  crew.  He  consented  to 
grant  her  a  passport  to  secure  her  from  re-capture.  The  ship  was 
small,  and  we  knew  we  had  much  to  suffer,  yet  we  hoped  soon  to 
reach  our  countr.y  in  safety,  that  we  might  again  have  it  in  our 
power  to  serve  it.  This  arrangement  was  attended  with  no  addi-* 
tional  expense,  us  she  was  abundantly  supplied  with  provisions 
and  stores  for  tli#  voyage. 

Injustice  to  commodore  Hillyar,  I  must  observe,  that,  (Hltliouglt 
I  can  never  be  reconciled  to  the  manner  of  his  attack  on  the  KsseXi 
or  to  his  conduct  before  the  action)  lie  has,  since  our  capture^ 
shown  the  greatest  humanity  to  my  wounded,  (whom  he  permitted 
me  to  land,  on  condition  that  the  United  States  should  bear  their 
expenses,)  and  has  endeavoured,  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power,  to 
alleviate  the  distresses  of  war  by  the  most  generous  and  delicate 
deportment  towards  my  officers  and  crew  ;  he  gave  orders  that  the 
property  of  every  person  should  be  respected  ;  which  orders,  howe- 
ver, were  not  so  strictly  attended  to  as  might  have  been  expected ; 
besides  being  deprived  of  books,  charts,  &c.  ^c.  both  myself  and 
officers  lost  many  articles  of  our  clothing,  some  to  a  considerable 
amount.  I  should  not  have  considered  this  last  circumstance  of 
sufficient  importance  to  notice,  did  it  not  mark  a  striking  diffijr- 
ence  between  the  navy  of  Great  Britain  and  that  of  the  United 
States,  highly  creditable  to  the  latter. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  Tagus,  a  few  days  after  my  capture,  I  was 
informed,  that  besides  the  ships  which  had  arrived  in  the  Pacific 
in  pursuit  of  me,  and  those  still  expected,  others  were  sent  to 
cruize  for  me  in  the  China  Seas,  off  New  Zealand,  Timor,  and 
New  Holland,  and  that  another  frigate  was  sent  to  the  river  la 
Plate. 

To  possess  the  Essex  it  has  cost  the  British  government  near 
six  millions  of  dollars,  and  yet,  sir,  her  capture  was  owing  entirely 
to  accident;  and  if  we  consider  the  expedition  with  whicii  naval 
contests  are  now  decided,  the  action  is  a  dishonour  to  them.  Had 
they  brought  their  ships  boldly  into  action,  widi  a  force  so  very 
superior,  and  having  the  choice  of  position,  they  should  either  have 
captured  or  destroyed  us  in  one  fourth  the  time  they  were  about 
it.  . 

During  the  action,  our  consul  general  Mr.  Poinsett,  called  on 
tiie  governor  of  Valparaiso,  and  requested  that  the  batteries  might 
protect  the  Essex.  This  request  was  refused,  but  he  promised 
that  if  she  should  succeed  in  fighting  her  way  to  the  common  an- 
chorage, that  he  would  send  an  officer  to  the  British  commander 
and  request  him  to  cease  firing,  but  declined  using  force  under 
any  circumstances,  and  there  is  no  doubt  a  perfect  understanding 
existed  between  them.  This  conduct,  added  to  the  assistance  gi\  en 
fb  the  British,  and  their  friendly  reception  after  the  action,  and 
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the  sfrong  bias  of  the  faction  which  govern  Chili  in  favor  of  the 
Enijli.>h,  as  well  as  their  inhospitality  to  the  Americans,  influced 
Mr.  Poinsett  to  leave  that  country.  Under  such  circumstances. 
I  (lid  not  conceive  it  would  be  proper  for  me  to  claim  the  restora- 
tion of  my  ship,  confident  that  tlie  claim  would  be  made  by  mj 
government  to  more  effect.  Finding  some  difficulty  in  the  sale  of 
my  prizes,  I  had  taken  the  Hector  and  Catharine  to  sea  and  burnt 
them  with  their  carjroes. 

I  exchanged  lieutenant  M'Knight,  Mr.  Adams,-and  Mr.  Lyman, 
and  eleven  si;amen,  for  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Sif  Andrew  Ham- 
mond ;  and  hailed  from  Valparaiso  on  the  27th  April,  where  the 
enemy  were  still  patching  up  their  ships,  to  put  them  in  a  state  for 
proceedinjj  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  previous  to  going  to  England. 

Annexed  is  a  list  of  the  remains  of  my  crew  to  be  exchano:ed, 
as  also  a  copy  of  the  corre^^pondence  between  commodore  Hillyar 
and  mvself  on  that  subject.  I  also  send  yon  a  list  of  the  prison- 
ers I  have  taken  during  mv  cruize,    amounting  to  343. 

i  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

D.  PORTER. 

Tlie  honourable  Secrctarj'  of  the  Na\y 

of  tlie  United  States,  Washington, 

P.  S.  To  g-ive  vou  a  correct  idea  of  the  state  of  the  Essex  at 
the  time  of  her  surrender,  1  send  you  the  boatsuain's  and  carpen- 
ter's report  of  damages ;  1  also  send  you  a  report  of  the  din- 
sious. 


«  

Extract  of  a  letter  from  commodore  Hillyar  to  commodore  Porter* 

"PIIGEBE,  ApriUth,  1814w 

•*  MY  DEAR  SIR, 

*•  Neither  in  our  conversations,  nor  in  the  accompanying  let- 
ter, have  1  mentioned  your  sword.  Ascribe  my  remissness  m  the 
first  instance  to  forget  fulness;  1  consider  it  only  in  my  servant^ 
possession  with  my  own,  until  the  master  may  please  to  call  fcr 
it;  and  although  I  omitted,  at  the  moment  ot  representatHiW 
from  my  mind  being  much  engrossed  in  attending  to  professioiNl 
duties,  to  oft'er  its  restoration,  the  hand  that  received  will  bevMlP 
gladly  extended  to  put  it  in  possession  of  him  who  wore  it  99^^ 
nourably  in  defence  of  his  country's  cause.  *■• 

••  Believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  &c.  *i 

"  JAMES  UILLYAR^A* 


lifter  iome  conversation  on  the  subject,  the  following 

dence  took  place, 

VALPARAISO,  April  4thp 
SIR. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  immense  distance 
our  respective  countries,  the  uncertainty  of  the  future 
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#f  his  majesty's  ships  under  my  command,  which  precludes  the 
possibility  of  my  making  a  permanent  arrangement  for  transport- 
ing the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  Essex  to  Europe;  and  the 
fast  approaching  season  which  renders  a  passage  round  Cape  Horn 
in  some  degree  dangerous  ;  I  have  the  honour  to  propose  for  yo^ir 
approbation  the  following  articles,  which,  I  hope,  the  govcrni!»ent 
of  the  United  States  as  well  as  that  of  Great  Brita'n,  will  deem 
satisfactory  ;  and  request,  that  should  you  conceive  then  so,  you 
will  favor  inp  with  the  necessary  bond  for  their  fulfilment. 

1st.  The  Essex  Junior  to  be  deprived  of  all  her  armament  and 
perfectly  neutralized;  to  be  equipped  for  the  voyage  solely  and 
wholly  at  the  expense  of  the  American  government ;  and  to  pro- 
ceed with  a  proper  American  otTicers  and  cre\^  (of  which  \  wish 
to  be  furnished  witii  a  list,  for  the  purpose  of  jiiving  the  neces- 
sary passport)  to  any  port  in  the  United  States  of  America,  t"  at 
jou  mav  deeai  most  proper. 

2d.  Vourself,  the  officers,  petty  ofiicers,  seamen  aiid  marines, 
&c.  composing  your  crew,  to  be  exchanged  immediatelv  on  tl^elr 
arrival  in  America,  for  an  equal  number  of  Britisli  prisonei  ^  of 
similar  rank ;  yourself  and  ofiicers  to  be  considered  on  their 
parole  of  honour  until  your  and  their  exchanoce  shall  be  etVected. 

In  case  of  the  foregomg  articles  being  accepted  the  Essex  Juni- 
or will  be  expected  lo  prepare  immediatelv  for  her  voyage,  and 
to  proceed  on  it  before  tne  expiration  of  the  present  month. 
Should  any  of  the  wounded,  at  tliat  period,  be  found  incapable  of 
removal,  from  not  being  sufficiently  advanced  in  their  recovery, 
the  most  humane  attention  shall  be  paid  to  them ;  and  they  shall 
be  forwarded  home  by  the  first  favourable  conveyance  that  may 
oflTer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  HILLY AR. 

Gap.  David  Porter,  late  commander 

of  the  L'.  S.  frigate  Essex,  Valparaiso. 

VALPARAISO,  April  5th,  1811. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several 
favours  of  yesterday's  date. 

The  conditions  offered  by  you  for  our  return  to  the  United 
States  are  perfectly  satisfactory  to  me ;  and  1  entertain  no  doubts 
of  their  being  equally  so  to  my  country.  I,  therefore,  do  not 
hesitate  to  pledge  my  honour  (the  strongest  bond  1  can  give)  that 
every  article  of  the  arrangement  shall,  on  our  part,  be  fully  com- 
plied with.  A  list  of  the  Essex  Junior's  crew  shall  he  furnished 
you  as  soon  as  it  can  be  made  out,  and  her  disarmament  efl'ected 
'with  all  possible  despatch. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ficc. 

DAVID  PORTER. 

Gom.  James  Hillyar,  commanding 

H.  B.  li's  fnipAte  PUccbc,  V^pandso. 
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CoiTHiodore  HiUyar  sent  me  a  paper  certiiyinr  iKat  he  had  exchanged 
certain  individuals,  therein  named,  making  part  of  tne  crew  of  the  sir  ^Vndrew 
Hammond,  for  aii  eaual  number  of  the  most  severely  wounded  of  my  crewj 
lAas  occasioned  the  following  letters : 

VALPARAISO,  April  4th,  1814 
SIR, 

I  have  received  a  paper  signed  by  you,  dated  jresterdaj, 
statin^^,  that  you  had  exchanged  certain  wounded  prisoners, 
making  part  of  my  crew,  for  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  prize 
ship  Sir  Andrew  Hammond,  which  paper  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  return  to  you,  and  protest  in  the  strongest  terms  against  such 
arrangement. 

In  the  first  place,  the  wounded  and  helpless  individuals  therein 
named,  do  not  wish  such  exchange ;  one  died  last  night  and  several 
others  expect  to  shar*?  his  fate. 

SeconJly,  should  I  from  my  circumstances  be  separated  from 
them,  wliich  would  be  more  likely  to  be  the  case  than  if  tbej 
remained  prisoners,  their  situation  would  be  more  deplorable  than 
it  is  at  present. 

Thirdly,  this  arrangement  has  been  made  without  my  consent, 
and  on  terms  far  from  offering  equal  advantages  to  the  United 
States. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

D.  PORTEB. 

Com.  James  Hillyar,  commanding 

H.  B.  M*s  frigate  Phoebe. 


HIS  BRITANNIC  MAJESTY'S  SHIP  PHCEBE, 

Valparaiso,  April  4tb,  1814 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  this  day's  date,  protesting  against  the  arrangement  I  madeui 
the  paper  you  returned,  and  to  express  a  regret  that  my  mk^ 
which  was  to  alleviate  and  not  to  increase  the  afflictions  ofr9^* 
wounded  officers  and  crew,  has  failed  of  being  gratified.  Iwk 
sorry  you  have  thought  proper  to  mention  the  dead  and  djv^^ 
as  1  80  fully  explained  to  ^ou  this  morning,  tliat  in  the  evont-  * 
the  loss  of  any,  other  names  should  be  added  to  the  list.  I 
now  direct  captain  David  Porter  to  consider  himself  still  a 
er  of  war  on  nis  parole ;  but  as  I  have  ordered  the  people 
onboard  the  Essex  to  work,  under  the  impression  that  no 
ty  would  arise,  1  will  liberate  in  exchange  for  them  an 
number  of  privSoners,  as  their  names,  being  seamen,  shall  be 
to  follow  each  other  on  your  late  ship'S  books,  and  give 
two  mates  or  midshipmen,  for  the  two  mates  of  the  English : 
I  hope  tliis  may  prove  satisfactory  to  your  government  andi 

I  am  yours,  &c. 

JAMES  HIUUl 

Captain  D.  Porter. 


dr 
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VALPAIt\ISO,  April  5th,  1814. 

SIR, 

The  arrangement  which  you  have  suggested  respecting  the 
exchange  of  the  seamen  of  tfie  Sir  Andrew  Hammond,  for  an 
equal  number  of  the  seamen  of  the  late  United  States'  frigate 
Essex,  as  they  stand  on  the  list  furnished  you,  is  perfectly  satig- 
factory.  It  will  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  the  three  officers  who 
accompany  the  Essex,  to  know,  that  after  your  oliject  in  taking 
them  with  you  shall  be  effected,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  their 
proceeding  immediately  for  the  United  States ;  I  take  the  liberty 
tkertfore  to  suggest  that  they  might  be  exchanged  here  for  captaio 
WiTKam  Porter  and  his  three  mates.  This  will  be  an  accommo- 
dation to  all  parties,  and  reconcile  tlie  officers  so  exchanged  to  » 
separation  from  their  friends. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

DAVID  PORTER. 

Com.  Jaones  Hillyar,  commanding 

H.  B.  M's  frigate  Phoebe. 

NEW  YOUK,  July  13th,  1814 
SIR, 

There  are  some  facts  relating  to  our  enemy,  and  although 
not  connected  with  the  action  tend  to  show  his  perfidy,  and  should 
be  known. 

On  commodore  Hillyar's  arrival  at  Valparaiso,  he  ran  the 
Phcebe  close  along  side  the  Essex,  and  enquired  politely  after  mj 
health,  observing  that  his  ship  was  cleared  for  action,  and  his  men 
prepared  for  boarding.  I  observed,  "  Sir,  if  you,  by  any  accident, 
get  on  board  of  me,  I  assure  you  that  great  confusion  will  take 

Slace  ;  I  am  prepared  to  receive  you,  but  shall  only  act  on  the 
efensive."  He  observed  coolly  and  indifferently,  «•  Oh,  sir,  I  have 
no  such  intention ;''  at  this  instant  his  ship  took  aback  on  mj 
stai  board  bow,  her  yards  nearly  locking  with  those  of  the  Essex* 
I  called  all  hands  to  board  the  enemy;  and  in  an  instant  my  crew 
were  ready  to  spring  on  her  decks.  Commodore  Hillyar  exclaim- 
ed, with  great  agitation,  **  I  had  no  intention  of  coming  so  near 
you.  I  am  sorry  I  came  so  near  you."  His  ship  fell  oflT  with  the 
Jib-boom  over  my  decks ;  her  bows  exposed  to  my  broadside,  her 
stem  to  the  fire  of  the  Essex  Junior,  her  crew  in  the  greatest  con- 
fusion ;  and  in  fifteen  minutes  I  could  have  taken  or  destroyed  her. 
After  he  had  brought  his  ship  to  anchor,  commodore  Hillyar  and 
captain  Tucker,  otthe  Cherub,  visited  me  on  shore,  when  I  asked 
him  if  he  intended  to  respect  the  neutrality  of  the  port.  "  Sir,*' 
said  he,  *'  you  have  paid  such  respect  to  the  neutrality  of  this  port 
that  I  feel  myself  bound,  in  honour,  to  do  the  same.'' 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

DAVID  PORTER. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Nav>'. 

40 


3G2 

pt'isde^med  proper  to  inlrodiiee  the  following  letters  in'thisplmct,  uthef 
ue the  sequel  of  ciiptwn  Purlers  cruize  inthe  I'kCific. — Kditoh.1 

NEW  YUHK,  August  38th,  1815, 
SIR, 

I  have  llie  honour  to  inform  »ou  that  on  the  12th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1813,  (the  day  on  which  the'Esoex  frigate  and  Rssex  Junior 
took  their  departure  from  Nimaheevah,)  1  was  left  in  Port  Anna 
Maria  Bay,  with  eic;l>teen  men  under  nxy  cotmnand,  and  liii  pri- 
Boners  of  war  in  charfje  of  the  establishment  on  shore,  totjetner 
with  the  pri/.e  ships  Greenwich,  Seringnpatam,  Sir  Andrew^am- 
mond,  and  New  Zealander,  with  orders  from  captain  Porter  to 
remain  five  and  a  half  calendar  months  at  that  place ;  a(  the  ex- 
piration of  which  time,  should  he  not  return  or  send  me  further 
instructions  how  to  act,  I  was,  if  possible,  to  man  two  nf  the  sliipi, 
and  after  taking  everj  article  of  value  out  of  the  ottier  and  hum- 
ing  her,  repair  to  the  port  of  Valparaiso,  where,  in  the  e^ent  of 
not  finding  the  frigate,  or  additional  orders,  1  was  authori-z^dto 
dispose  ofone  of  the  ships  to  the  best  advantage,  and  take  all  the 
men  under  my  chan^,  as  well  as  the  prize  crews  of  the  ilifterent 
ships  then  in  that  port,  on  board  of  tJie  other,  and  proceed  to  the 
United  States. 

After  receiving  these  instnictions  my  first  object  was,  agreea- 
bly to  captain  Porter's  wish,  to  fill  the  New  Zealander  with  nil 
from  the  other  ships,  and  on  the  '28tli  day  of  December,  she  look 
her  departure  for  tiie  United  States,  with  a  cargo  of  1950  barrels, 
and  well  found  in  everv  respect  for  so  long  a  voyage. 

It  is  with  regret  I  inform  you,  that  the  frigate  had  scnrcelv  got 
clear  of  the  Martiuesas,  before  we  discovered  a  hostile  dispo- 
sition in  tiie  natives,  and  in  a  few  days  thev  berame  so  insolcoL 
that  I  found  it  absolutely  necessary,  not  only  fur  the  security  U 
the  ships  and  property  on  shore,  but  for  our  pergonal  safety,  n 
land  niv  men  and  regain  by  force  of  arms  the  nuuierous  arttclM 
thev  had  in  the  mo-t  during  manner  stolen  froni  t\v  cm  iiuipnieol) 
and  what  was  of  still  greater  importance,  to  pri'\enl,  if  dusmU^ 
the  execution  of  threats,  which  nii;:ht  have  Ueen  atieniic<l  wifli 
very  serious  cnnsetiuences  to  us,  as  duty  reiiuvred  my  men  Iota 
much  separated.  I,  however,  had  the  ^^tisfaction  to  accoiuplhll  | 
my  wish  without  firiiiga  musket,  and  fi-oni  thattime  lived  In  wi^  i 
feet  amity  with  them,  until  the  Tlh  day  of  May  following.  iA» 
my  distressed  situation  had  nearly  placed  me  in  tlieiv  power.  Be- 
fore, however,  mentioning  tlie  lamentable  evenly  of  tl.ui  and  i 
two  following  days,  I  will  give  you  a  brief  account  (d  a  few  p 
cedintr  occurrences,  which  were  sources  of  great  i.>iieasines»t^ 

The  first  was  the  death  of  John  ^Viiter,  (a  f;.iil>rul  old  n 
who  was  unfortunately  drowned  in  the  surf  on  the  -imh  u'  " 
ry.i  and  the  desertion  of  four  of  my  men;  oni'  of  their,  _ 
named  Isaac  Coffin,  had  deserted  from  the  Kyii-\  the  ilayB 
she  left  the  bay,  and  was  then  a  prisoner  for  making  iheiT 
attempt.    They  took  advantage  of  a  dark  night,  and  L  "^  **' 
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in  a  whale  boat,  unobserved,  (all,  except  the  prisofier,  havinff  the 
Wi'ch  oil  deck),  and  carried  off  several  muskets,  a  supply  of  am- 
in-;niti(m,  and  many  things  of  but  little  value.  1  was  prevented 
fro'H  pursuinjz  theni,  as  they  had  in  a  measure  destroyed  the  onlj 
remaining  boat  at  that  time  seaNvorthy. 

On  the  12th  of  April  we  commenced  ri2;gingthe  Scringapatam, 
and  Sir  Andrew  Hannnond,  which,  as  I  had  calculated,  kept  the 
men  employed  until  the  1st  of  May.  All  hands  }\e  e  then  engag- 
ed in  removing  the  remainder  of  the  property  from  the  Green- 
wich to  the  Serin;^apatam,  as  I  began  to  aespair  of  being  rejoined 
by  the  frigate  at  that  place. 

The  work  went  on  well,  and  the  men  were  obedient  to  my  or- 
ders, though  I  discovered  an  evident  change  in  their  countenances 
which  ie<i  me  to  suppose  that  there  was  something  wrong  in  agi- 
tation. Under  that  impression  1  caused  all  the  muskets,  ammu- 
nition, and  small  anns  of  every  description,  to  be  removed  from 
the  other  ships  to  the  Greenwich,  (the  one  on  board  of  which  I 
lived,)  as  a  necessary  precaution  against  a  surp.iae  from  my  own 
men. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  while  on  board  the  Seringapatam,  on  duty 
which  required  my  presence,  I  was  suddenly  and  violently  at- 
tacked by  the  men  employed  in  that  ship.  After  struggling  a 
short  time  and  receiving  many  bruizes,  I  was  prostrated  on  tne 
deck  and  my  hands  and  legs  tied.  They  then  threw  me  on  the 
second  deck,  thence  dragged  me  into  the  cabin  and  confined  me 
in  the  run.  Midshipman  Feltus,  and  acting  midshipman  Clapp, 
were  in  a  few  minutes  after  thrown  in,  tied  in  the  same  manner  as 
myself;  the  scuttle  was  then  nailed  down  and  a  sentinel  placed 
over  it.  After  spiking  all  the  guns  of  the  Greenwich  and  of  the  Fort, 
and  those  of  the  Sir  Andrew  Hammond  that  were  loaded;  plun- 
dering the  ships  of  every  thing  valuable  ;  committing  many  wan- 
ton depredations  on  shore ;  taking  all  the  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  Greenwich ;  sending  for  Robert  White,  who  was  turned 
ashore  from  the  Essex  for  mutinous  conduct ;  and  bending  all  the 
necessary  sails;  they  stood  out  of  the  bay  with  a  light  wind  oflF 
the  land.  My  fellow  prisoners  and  myself  were  shortly  after 
taken  out  of  the  run  anil  placed  in  the  cabin,  under  the  immediate 
charge  of  several  men.  I  then  learned  the  names  of  the  mutineers, 
and  assure  you,  sir,  even  in  my  truly  painful  ^ituation,  it  aiforded 
me  no  small  degree  of  consolation,  tliat  there  were  no  Americans 
among  them. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  mutineers  and  prisoners  of 
war: — Thomas  Belcher,  boatswain's  mate,  Knglishman ;  James 
Bantum,  negro;  Martin  Stanley,  forei<^ner:  llobert  George,  Jo- 
seph Curtis,  Richard  Power,  and  Jeremiah  Workman,  English- 
men, (who  entered  on  board  the  Essex  from  the  whaling  ships 
captured  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,)  and  Robert  White,  mutineer.-— 
Pnsoners,  William  Clarke,  liewis  Ransford,  James  Morrison, 
William  Stiles,  James  Duncan,  and  Robert  Lambries. 
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Shortly  after  Kitting  clear  of  tJie  bay,  one  of  the  Kentinels,  (al- 
ihoui;;!  rFpentedlv  cautioned  against  putting  his  finger  on  the  trie- 

fer)fireda  piatol^  the  content»  of  which  passed  through  my  left 
eel  a  little  below  the  ancle  bone.  Aa  soon  as  the  men  tin  deck 
heard  the  repoi't,  they  immediately  pointed  their  muskets  down 
the  aky-light  and  were  in  the  act  of  tiring,  but  were  prevented  by 
the  sentinel,  who  told  them  that  the  pistol  was  accidentally  dis- 
charged. 

At  nine  o'clock,  the  night  dark,  and  the  wind  blowing  fresh, 
after  receiving  (by  request)  from  the  mutineers  a  barrel  of  powder 
and  three  old  muskets,  1  was  put  into  a  leaky  boat,  in  which  1 
found  my  unfortunate  companions,  ami  the  only  two  Americut 
that  were  intheship  at  the  time  the  mutiny  took  place,  the  othen 
being  employed  on  board  the  Greenwich,  and  on  shore,  in  puttiif 
tlie  arms  m  order,  bnking  breail,  and  doing  other  work  ultich  re- 
q^iiired  (lie  most  trusty.  In  this  situation,  after  rowing  at  lei*t 
III  miles,  and  every  person  exhausted  fi-nm  the  great  excrtiooi 
made  to  Iseep  Oie  boat  from  sinking,  we  reached  the  Green»ichi 
where  1  found  the  few  remaining  men  anxiously  looking  out  for 
me,  and  seriously  alarmed  at  the  conduct  of  the  savages,  who  hid 
already  begun  to  plunder  the  encampment,  and  been  informed  br 
Wilson,  (a  man  who  had  lived  among  them  for  several  yeir»,  tm 
who,  as  1  afterwards  learned,  was  not  only  instrumental  in  pn- 
moting  tlie  mutiny,  but,  in  my  absence,  plundered  the  Sir  Aniuew 
Hammond)  of  ourdefenceless  situation. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  comply  with  that  part  of  my  initnc- 
tions,  directing  me  to  remain  in  the  bay  until  the  2"th  of  May,  1 
thought  it  most  ad»isable  to  repair  to  the  port  of  Valparaiso,  aui 
with  that  view,  all  hands,  assisted  by  George  Ross  and  A^'^liaa 
Brudenell,  (who  were  living  on  the  island  for  the  purpose  of  oil- 
lecting  sandal  wood,)  exerted  themselves  in  making  the  necMWy 
preparations  to  depart.  My  first  object  wa.i  to  put  the  Wir  An- 
drew Hammond  in  such  a  situation,  that  we  iiii>r|it  ^e(  under  vi; 
y  moment.  After  which,  all  hands  wen-  cnniigod  in  geltii^ 
}w  articles  of  value  from  shore,  and  in  undejuouringto  ««•- 
verthe  property  stolen  from  the  Sir  Andrew  Hammond,  when  tte 
savages  made  an  unprovoked  and  wanton  atl;irk  upon  us,  inwUdi 
I  have  with  the  deepest  regret  to  inform  you,  iFiul  midshrpmO 
William  Feltus,  John  Thomas,  TliomasGibbs.  and  William  Bra- 
denell,  were  massacred,  and  Peter  Coddington  dangvronllj 
wounded,  who,  with  William  Worth,  madt.-  his  escape  by  »wi«- 
ming  some  distance,  when  they  were  both  rjiki-n  mil  of  ili'c  waWr 
by  acting  midshipman  Clapp,  and  the  tlirei-  re itiuiiiing  men.  Ow 
Situation  at  tliis  moment  was  most  despeniif.  Tlie  ^^ava^  pit 
ofTin  every  direction  fur  the  purpoje  of^  intiTcepling  the  boalw' 
boarding  the  ship,  but  were  driven  back  by  my  tirin;;  the  few  gaW 
we  had  just  before  loaded  with  grape  and  ciiniioU'r  shot.  B^on 
the  boat  returned  and  the  guns  were  re-loadcj  iliey  made  a  *eci»ri 
attempt,  and  afterwanU  repeated  efforts,  tir^ttoboardtlHtQ 
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wich  and  then  tlic  Sir  Andrew  Hammond,  but  were  repulsed  by 
our  keeping  up  a  cuustaut  iire.  During  this  time  several  hun- 
dred were  employed  in  pulling  down  the  houses  and  plundering 
the  encampment,  whilst  others  were  in  the  fort^  endeavouring  (as- 
sisted by  Wilson,  who  had  received  several  ca.«iks  of  powder  from 
the  mutineers)  to  get  the  spikes  out  of  the  guns.  As  soon  as 
William  Worth  had  recovered  a  little  strength,  after  having  been 
so  long  in  the  water,  I  sent  the  boat  to  the  Greenwich  for  John 
Pettin^er,  a  sick  man,  and  some  things  that  were  indispensably 
necessary,  with  orders  to  burn  that  ship  and  return  with  all  pos- 
sible despatch,  as  our  ammunition  was  nearly  expended,  and  we 
had  no  other  means  of  keeping  the  savages  one  moment  out  of  the 
ship.  We  then  bent  the  jib  and  spanker,  cut  the  moorings,  and 
luckily  had  a  light  breeze,  wiiich  carried  us  clear  of  the  bay,  with 
only  six  cartridges  remaining. 

\\e  now  found  our  situation  most  distressing,  for  in  attempting 
to  run  the  boat  up  she  broke  in  two  parts,  and  we  were  compelled 
to  cut  away  from  the  bows  the  oidy  remaining  anchor,  not  being 
able  to  cast  it.  We  mustered  altogetlier  eight  souls,  of  whom 
there  were  one  cripple  confined  to  his  bed ;  one  man  dangerously 
wounded;  one  sick;  one  convalescent  (a  feeble  old  man  just  re- 
covering from  the  scurvy) ;  and  mvself  unable  to  lend  any  further 
assistance,  tlie  exertions  of  the  tfay  having  inflamed  my  wound 
BO  much  as  to  produce  a  violent  fever;  leaving  midshipman  Clapp 
and  two  men  only  capable  of  doing  duty. 

In  that  state,  destitute  of  charts,  and  of  every  means  of  getting 
to  windward,  I  saw  but  one  alternative;  to  run  the  trade  winds 
down,  and,  if  possible,  make  the  Sandwich  islands,  in  hopes  of 
either  falling  in  with  some  of  the  Canton  ships  (that  being  their 
principal  place  of  rendezvous)  or  of  obtaininj^some  assistance  from 
Tamaahmaah,  king  of  the  Windward  Islands.  No  time  was  lost 
in  bending  the  topsails,  and  on  the  lOth  of  May  we  took  oav 
departure  from  Robert's  Island,  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month 
made  Owhyhee,  and  on  the  30th,  after  suffering  much,  came  to 
anchor  in  Whytetee  Bay,  at  the  Island  of  Woahoo.  I  here  found 
captain  Winship,  several  officers  of  ships,  and  a  number  of  men, 
from  whom  (particularly  captain  W.)  1  received  every  assistance 
their  situations  could  aflbra  me.  The  natives,  though  at  first  ' 
surprised  at  our  deplorable  condition,  and  inquisitive  to  know  the 
cause,  of  which  I  did  not  think  prudent  to  inform  them,  supplied 
the  ship  with  fresh  meat,  fruits  asil  vegetables, partly  on  condition 
that  I  would  take  the  chief  man  of  tlie  island  and.  some  others 
with  their  property  up  to  the  Windward  Island,  where  I  found  it 
necessary  to  go  (after  shipping  some  men)  in  order  to  procure  from 
the  king,  a  supply  of  provisions.  Thence,  it  was  my  intention  to 
have  proceeded  to  Valparaiso,  in  compliance  w  ith  my  instructions 
from  captain  Porter,  but  I  was  unf()rtunately  captured  on  the 
passage  by  the  English  ship  Cherub,  of  twenty  guns.  I  was  some 
what  surprised  to  hear  captain  Tucker  say  (when  I  pointed  out 


&  valuable  canoe  and  manr  other  articles,  which  I  as&ured  him 
was  the  propertv  of  the  natives,  and  that  I  was  merely  convejing 
thein  anil  it  from  one  ii^land  to  the  other,  the  wealher  being  too 
boisterous  at  that  time  for  them  to  make  the  passage  in  their 
canoes)  that  every  thing  found  in  a  prize  ship  belonfred  to  the 
captors.  1  thus  had  the  mortification  to  sec  the  people,  from 
whom  I  had  received  so  much  kindness,  sent  on  shore,  deprived 
of  all  llicy  had  been  collecting  for  twelve  months,  and  were  about 
to  present  to  their  king  as  a  tribute. 

The  Cherub  proceeded  to  Atooi,  where  she  captured  the  ship 
Cliai'on,  and  made  ninny  fruitless  attempts  toget  liie  cargo  of  that 
ship,  and  of  several  others  which  had  been  deriosited  on  the  island 
under  the  immediate  protection  of  the  king  of  the  Leeward 
Islands.  She  look  her  departure  on  the  15th  of  Julv,  and  on  the 
28th  of  November  arrived  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  willi  her  prizes, 
touching  on  the  passage  for  refreshmenth  at  Otaheite  and  Valpa- 
raiso. During  her  stay  at  the  latter  place,  the  frigates  Brilton 
and  Tagus  arrived  from  the  Maniucsas,  where  they  had  been  in 
search  of  the  ships  left  under  my  charge.  On  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber the  prisoners  were  sent  on  shore,  having  received  the  niost 
rigorous  treatment  from  captain  Tucker  during  their  Ion;;  confine- 
luent  in  his  ship,  and  the  greater  part  of  them,  like  the  natives, 
left  ilcsiitutc  of  every  thing,  save  the  clothes  on  their  backs.  The 
men  belonging  lo  the  Rsscx  had  little  to  lose,  but  those  I  shipped 
at  \Voahoo,  had  received .  in  part  money  and  goods,  for  one,  two, 
and  some  of  them  three  years  services  in  the  Canton  ships. 

On  the  I5i!i  of  May  (Fjy  the  advice  of  a  physician  who  attended 
me,)  1  took  my  departure  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  a  Swedish  ship, 
bound  to  Havre  de  Grace,  leaving  behind  acting  midshipman 
Itenjumin  Clapp  and  five  men,  liaving  lost  one  soon  after  mf 
arrival  at  tliat  jilace,  with  the  small  pox.  No  opportunity  Iim 
previously  offered  by  which  I  could  possibly  leave  that  place,  tte 
English  ailmiral  on  that  station,  being  determined  to  prevent,  by 
every  means  in  his  power,  Auiericuu  prisoners  retumtng  to  thew 
uuficountrv. 

On  llie  tilth  instant,  in  latitude  47  north  and  longitude  18  wut, 
I  took  passagit  on  boanl  the  ship  Oliver  Elsworth,  captain  Rob«% 
1j  dayHfrom  Havre  de  (irace,  bound  to  New  York. 

I  arrived  here  last  evening,  and  have  the  honour  to  await,  eitiier 

the  orders  of  the  Navy  DeJMrtment  or  the  commandant  of  thb* 

parinc  corps.  ■ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 

JOHN  M.  GAMBIJ 
Tlic  Sccretai'j  of  tlit  Na^y. 

CMTED  STATtS'  HtlliATE  ESSKX,  AT  9P.A, 

Julv  IMh,  II 

ani, 

Allow  me  to  return  to  you  my  thanks  for  yoar  hsnol 
conduct  in  bringing  the  Seringapatam  to  action,  which  { 
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bcilitftted  her  captare,  while  it  prevented  the  possibility  of  hf  r 
«8cape. 

Re  assured,  sir,  I  sliall  make  a  suitable  representation  of  thfc 
affair  to  the  honourable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  &c. 

J).  PORTER: 

Lieut.  John  M.  Gamble,  commandingf 

the  prize  ship  Greenwich. 


NAVY  COMMISSIONERS'  OFHCE,  Febmarv  lOUi,  ISltf. 

8IR, 

Captain  John  M.  Gamble  of  the  marines  served  with  me  in 
the  Essex,  from  the  time  of  my  taking  command  of  that  vessel, 
until  my  departure  from  Madison^s  Island  ;  during  the  whole  of 
which  his  conduct  was  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  my  respect,  as  an 
oificer  and  a  gentleman.  During  a  great  part  of  my  cruize  in  the 
South  Seas,  captain  (then  lieutenant^  Gamble,  continued  in  com- 
mand of  one  01  my  most  valuable  pnzes,  and  while  in  that  situa- 
tion bmught  to  action  with  an  interior  force,  and  caused  to  sur- 
render, an  armed  vessel  of  the  enemy,  which  had  long  been  the 
terror  of  the  American  ships,  which  had  been  engaged  in  com- 
mercial and  other  pursuits  in  that  ocean. 

Honourable  mention  was  made  of  this  affair  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  but  by  the  capture  of  the  vessel,  the  account  was  lost, 
and  of  course  never  reached  the  United  States. 

Captain  Gamble  at  all  times  greatly  distinu:uished  himnelf  by 
hiA  activity  in  every  enterprize  engaged  in  by  the  force  under  my 
command,  and  in  many  critical  encounters  by  the  natives  of  Mad- 
isonN  Island,  rendered  essential  services,  and  at  all  times  distin- 
IpiiT^hed  himself  by  his  coolness  and  bravery.  I  tliercfore  do. 
with  pl'/a^ure,rcco. amend  him  to  the  department  as  an  otiicor  de- 
serving of  its  patronage. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

DAVID  PORTER. 
Hon.  B.  W.  Crowninsliicld,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


NAVY  COMMl*iSION».US'  OFFICE,  Februar}' 28Ui,  1816. 

TR, 

Captain  Gamble  of  tlie  marine  corps,  has  informed  me  that 

*  had  understmMl  it  to  be  your  wish  tliat  I  <hould  iWe  my  onini- 

i  positively,  whether  I  think  him  entitled  to  a  brevet  fir  the  ser- 

ces  ren(l**red.     Making  part  of  the  department,  motivesof  dell- 

cy  prevented  mv  doing  so  before,  but  I  now  aviiil  mvself  of  the 

^rtunity  of  assurinir  vou,  that  no  marine  officer  in  t)ie  service, 

*r  had  sucS:   ^Uonu:  dains  as  cujttiiin   Gamble,  a!id  that  none. 

e  been  placed  iu  such  conspicuous  and  critical  situations  and 
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that  none  could  have  extricated  themselves  from  them  more  fs 
their  honour. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

D.  PORTER. 
Honounble  B.  W.  Crown'inahield, 

SecTtlaiy  of  tlie  Navy. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  CHIPPEWA  PLAINS,  July  Tth,  t8l4, 
DEAR  SIR, 

Oq  the  Sd  instant  I  issued  nij  order  for  crossing  the  Niagara 
river,  anil  made  the  arranicements  deemed  necessary  fur  securiD* 
the  garrison  of  fort  Erie.  On  tlie  3d  tliat  post  surrendered  at 
5  P.  M.  Our  loss  in  this  alfair  was  four  of  the  S5th  regiment 
under  major  Jesttup,  of  brigadier  general  Scott's  brigade,  wounded. 
I  have  enclosed  a  return  of  the  prisoners,  of  the  ordnance,  and 
ordnance  stores  captured. 

To  secure  iny  rear,  I  have  placed  a  garrison  in  this  fort,  isd 
requested  captain  Kennedy  tu  station  his  vessels  near  the  post. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  brigadier  general  Scott,  with  hii 
bri^de  and  a  corps  of  artillery,  nag  ordered  to  advance  towanli 
Chipjieiva,  and  be  governed  by  circumstances  ;  taking  care  t« 
secure  a  good  military  position  for  the  night.  After  some  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy,  he  selected  this  plain  with  the  eve  of  a 
soldier,  his  Hglit  resting  pu  tlie  river,  and  a  ravine  being  in  franb 
At  It  at  night,  I  joined  him  with  the  reserve  under  general  Rili- 
ley,  our  tielil  and  battering  train,  and  corps  of  artillery  nader 
major  Hindman.  General  Porter  arrived  the  next  msmine  mtk 
a jmrt  of  the  New  Vork  and  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  soae 
of  the  warriors  of  the  Six  Nations. 

Early  in  f!ie  morning  of  tlie  .'5th,  the  enemy  commenced  a  petty 
war  upon  our  pickets,  and,  as  he  was  indulged,  hi-;  pre^umptioa 
increased ;  by  noon  he  showed  himself  on  liie  left  of  uur  citendn 
line,  and  attacked  one  of  our  pickets  as  it  was  returiiin;>  tocaB|h 
Captain  Treat,  who  commanded  it,  retired  disgracefully,  leaving 
a  wounded  man  on  the  ground.  Captain  Biddfe,  of  the'  artillerr. 
who  was  near  the  scene,  impelled  by  feelings  highly  liooounUc 
to  him  as  a  soldier  and  officer,  promptly  assumed  the  commanif 
of  this  picket,  led  it  back  to  the  Wounded  man,  and  brought  tdn 
olf  thencld.  lotdered  caiitain  Treat, an  the  spoi.,  to  retire  fnm 
the  army,  and  as  I  am  anxious  that  no  oflicers  slial  I  remiiin  vndcE 
my  command  who  can  be  suspected  of  cowardice,  I  advise  Ihll 

captain  Treaf|*  and  lieutenant ,  who  was  also  witii  tbs 

picket,  be  struck  from  the  rolls  of  the  armv. 

At4  o'clock  in  the  afternonun,  ugreeably  to  a  plan  I  had  sinD 
general  Porter,  he  advanced  from  the  rear  uf  our  cump,  wiu  tbe 
volunteers  and  Indians  (taking  the  woods  in  order  to  keep  o»t  <f 
•view  of  the  enemy),  with  the  hope  of  bringing  his  pickets  ud 

*Capnun  Treat  wu  tric<l  by  a  court  miulial  and  honourably 


IcoatiDg  parties  between  his  fPorter^s]  line  of  march,  and  O0c 
camp.     As  Porter  moved,  I  ordered  the  parties  adyanced  in  froni 
of  =  our  camp  to  fall  back  eraduallj.  uiioer  the  enemy'd  fire,  in 
order  to  draw  him,  if  possible,  up  to  our  line.     About  half  past  4, 
the  advance  of  general  Porter's  command  met  the  light  parties  of 
the  enemj  in  the  woods,  upon  our  extreme  left.    The  enemy  were 
driven,  and  Porter  advancing  near  to  Chippewa,  met  their  whole 
column  in  order  of  battle.     From  the  -cloud  of  dust  rising,  and  the 
heavy  firing,  I  was  led  to  conclude  that  the  entire  force  of  the  ' 
enemy  was  in  march,  and  prepared  for  action.     I  immediately 
ordered  general  Scott  to  advance  with  his  brio:ade,  and  Towson'^ 
artillery,  and  meet  tliem  upon  the  plain  in  front  of  our  camp» 
The  general  did  not  expect  to  be  gratified  with  a  field  engagementp ' 
He  advanced  in  the  most  prompt  and  officer*like  style,  and  in  ar 
few  minutes  was  in  close  action  upon  the  plain,  vith  a  superior.  ' 
force  of  British  regular  troops.     By  this  time  general  Porter'e 
command  had  given  way,  and  fled  in  every  direction^  notwith- 
standing his  personal  gallantry,  and  great  exertions  to  stay  theic- 
flight,     ihe  retreat  of  the  volunteers  and  Indians  caused  the  lefi& ' 
flank  of  general  Scott's  brigade  to  be  greatly  exposed.    Captaia 
Haorris*  with  his  dragoons,  was  directed  to  stop  the  fu^ritives* 
bebindthe  ravine  fronting  our  camp  ;  and  I  sent  colonel  Gardner-  ' 
to  order  general  Ripley  to  advance  with  the  2lst  regiment  which 
formed  part  of  the  reserve,  pass  to  the  left  of  our  camp,  skirt  the 
woods  ao  as  to  keep  out  ol  view,  and  fall  upon  the  rear  of  the 
enemy's  right  flank.    This  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  the  ' 
greatest  exertions  were  made  by  the  21st  re^ment  to  gain  their 
podition>  and  close  with  the  enemy,  but  in  vain  ;  for  such  was  the 
zeal  and  gallantry  of  the  line  commanded  by  general  Scott,  that 
its  advance  upon  the  enemy  was  not  to  be  checked.    Major 
Jessup,  commanding  the  left  nank  battalion,  finding  himself  pris- 
ed in  front  and  in  flank,  and  his  men  falling  fast  arouncf  him, 
ordered  his  battalion  to  *' support  amis  aiid  advance  ^^^  the  order 
was  promptly  obeyed,  amidst  the  most  deadly  and  destructive 
fire.     He  gained  a  more  secure  position,  and  returned  upon  the 
en^my  so  galling  a  discharge,  as  caused  them  to  retire.     By  this 
time,  their  whole  line  was  falling  back,  and  our  gallant  soldiers 
pressing  upon  them  as  fast  as  possible.    As  soon  as  the  enemy 
had  gained  the  sloping  ground  descending  towards  Chippewa, 
and  distant  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  he  broke  and  ran  to  gain  his 
works.     In  this  effort  he  was  too  successful,  and  the  guns  from 
his  batteries  opening  immediately  upon  our  line,  checked  in  some   - 
deoireethe  pursuit.     At  this  moment  I  resolved  to  bring  up  all  my 
ordnance^  and  force  the  place  by  a  direct  attack,  and  gave  the 
order  accordingly.    Major  Wood,  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  and  ' 
my  laid,  captain  Xustin,  rode  to  the  bank  ol  the  creek  towards 
the  right  of  their  line  of  works,  and  examined  them.     I  was  in-   ' 
duced  by  their  report,  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  the  advice  of 
general  Scott  and  major  Woodj  to  order  the  forces  to  reti^r^  tp  c  wp«. 
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Vj  nMt  flifficult  iatj  remains  to  b«  performed ;  I  un  deprcM* 

edwith  tie  f&trof  not  being  able  tn  do  justice  (iwrj  brave  compa- 
nions ill  arms,  anil  appreheniive,  that  some  who  had  an  opportu- 
nity- of  distinguishiDg  themselves,  and  promptly  embraced  it,  vtil 
Mcape  my  notice. 

Brigadier  general  Scott  is  entitled  to  the  highest  praise  oar 
oountry  can  oestow  1  to  him,  more  than  any  other  man,  I  ain 
indebted  for  the  victory  of  the  5th  of  July. '  Hi?  brigade  ha> 
covered  itself  with  glory.  Every  officer  and  every  man  of  the 
9th  and  22d,  11th  and  S5th  regiments,  did  his  duty,  with  a  zeal 
and  energy,  worthy  of  the  American  character.  Wlien  every 
Ollicer  stands  bo  pre-eminently  high  in  the  path  of  his  duty  and 
honour,  it  is  impossible  to  discriminate,  but  i  cannot  deprive  niy- 
lelf  of  the  pleasure  of  saying,  that  major  Lavcnnortli  commanded 
the  9th  and  S:2d,  major  Jessup  the  25th,  and  major  M'^leil  tha 
11th.  Colonel  Campbell  was  wounded  early  in  the  action,  gal- 
lantly leading  on  his  regiment. 

The  family  of  general  Scott  were  conspicuous  in  the  lield ; 
lieutenant  Smith  of  the  6th  infantry,  major  of  brigade,  and  lieu- 
tenants Worth  and  Watts,  hii  aids. 

From  general  Ripley  and  liis  brigade,  I  received  every  assist- 
ance that  1  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  rendering.  1  did  not 
order  any  part  of  the  reserve  into  action,  until  general  Porter's 
command  nad  given  way,  and  then  general  Scott's  movement! 
vere  so  rapid  and  decisive,  that  general  Ripley  could  not  get  up 
in  time  with  the  21st,  to  the  position  as  directed.  The  corps  of 
artillery  under  major  Hindman,  were  not  generally  in  action; 
this  was  not  their  fault  Captain  Towson's  company  was  the 
only  one  that  had  a  full  opportunity  uf  distinguishing  itself,  and 
it  is  believed,  thai  no  company  ever  embraced  an  opportunity  vidi 
more  zeal  or  more  successi. 

A  detachment  from  the  2d  brigade  under  the  command  of  lieate- 
nantM'Donald,  penetrated  the  woods  with  the  Indians  and  volun- 
teers, and  for  their  support.  The  conduct  of  M'Donald  and  hit 
command  reflects  high  honour  on  the  brigade  (o  which  they  beioi^ 

The  conduct  of  general  Porter  has  been  conspicuously  gallant 
Every  assistance  in  his  power  to  affttrd,  with  tlie  description  ft 
force  under  his  command,  has  been  rendered.  We  could  aot 
expect  him  to  contend  with  the  British  column  of  reguliirs  which 
appeared  upon  tlie  plains  of  Chippewa.  It  was  no  cau>e  of  sur- 
pnse  to  nie,  to  see  his  command  retire  before  this  column. 

Justice  forbids  that  I  should  omit  to  name  my  ov  ii  family 
They  yield  to  none  in  honourable  zeal,  intelligence,  and  atten- 
tion to  dut^.  Colonel  Gardner,  major  Jones,  and  my  aids,  cap- 
tains Austin  and  Spencer,  have  been  as  active  and  as  much  A- 
voted  to  the  cause  as  any  nfficeis  of  the  army.  Their  condl  * 
nerits  my  warmest  acknowledgments;  of  Gardner  and  ' 
ihlU  baif^  occasion  again  to  ape«k  to  you. 


eir  can()li4 
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Major  Camp,  deputjr  quarter  master  ^neral,  deffei^es  mr  pai^ 
ficular  notice  and  approbation.  B^  his  ^eat  exertions,  I  wai 
enabled  to  find  the  means  of  crossing.  Captain  Daliba,  of  the 
ordnance  department,  has   rendered  every  service  in  his  power* 

The  inclosed  return  will  show  jou  our  loss,  and  furnisn  vou 
^ith  the  names  of  the  dead  and  wounded  officers.  These  gallant 
men  must  not  be  forgotten.  Our  country  will  remember  them> 
and  do  them  justice. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

JACOB  BROWN. 

Hon.  John  Armstrong,  Secretary  of  War 

INSPECTOR  GENEEAL'S  OFFICE,  H.  Q.  LEFT  DIVISION, 

Chippewa,  July  9th,  1814. 

Betum  of  the  kilUd,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  of  the  enemy,  in  the 
action  of  the  5th  instant,  fought  on  the  plains  ipithin  half  a  mile 
of  Chippewa,  between  the  left  division  of  the  United  States'^  ar^ 
my,  commanded  by  major  general  Brown,  and  the  English  forcet^ 
under  the  command  of  major  general  RialL 

Killed. — ^Three  captains,  three  subalterns,  and  eightj-sevet 
rank  and  file  of  the  regular  troops. 

Wounded. — Two  captains  ol  the  1st  Rojal  Scots,  one  lieute^ 
nant  of  the  100th  regiment,  and  seventy-two  rank  and  file  of  the 
Royal  Scots,  8th  and  100th  renments. 

Prisoners. — One  captain  of  the  Indians,  and  nine  rank  and 
file  of  the  r^ulars. 

Killed  in  the  WooDSw»-Of  the  Indians  eightj-serenj  of  the 
Biilitia  and  regulars  eighteen. 

Indian  PRisoN£as.---One  chief  and  four  privates^ 


Killed, 

Wounded  and> 
Prisoners^    3 
Prisoners, 
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Total  of  the  enemj  placed  hors  de  combat,  that  we  have  asceicr 
tained  beyond  a  doubt,  6  captains,  4  subalterns,  and  298  rank  and 
file.  '^Those  reported  under  the  head  of  wounded  and  prisoners, 
were  so  severely  injured,  that  it  would  have  been  impracticable 
for  them  to  have  escaped.  The  enemy  had  the  same  facilities  of 
carrying  tlieir  wounded  from  the  field  at  the  commencement  of 
the  action  as  ourselves,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  from  the  infor- 
mation that  I  have  received  Srom  cmqaeatiooable  sources,  Ihat 


Alt 

Hitf  carried  from  the  field  as  many  of  their  wounded  as  m  re- 
norted  above  io  the  btUii 

A.  OKNE.  Jwt.  In*.  Gat. 
Mijor  general  Brown. 

MeportoJ  tlie  kilUdandtronndedofthfleJt  division,  commandtd 
,     0^  major  gtwral  Brown,  in  the  action  of  ike  5th  Julg,    1SI4( 

an  theplains  of  Chippewa,  Upper  Canada. 

H.  Q.  CAMP  CHIPPEWA,  July  7th,  1814. 

Artillfry — Killed,  4  pHvaten;  wounded  severely,  3  coqw- 
fals,  5  privates;  8  privates  slightly. 

General  Scott's  Brigade,  9th  INFANTRT—Rilled,  2  musici- 
ans, 1 1  privates ;  wounded  severely,  1  captain,  2  subalterns,  2 
corporals,  19  privates;  slightly,  2  serj^ants,  18  privates. 

23d  In7an'trv  attached — Killed,  8  privates ;  wounded  severe- 
'  ly,  I  captain.  8  privates ;  slightly,  2  sergeants,  S3  privates. 

11th  Ik  fa  ntry— Killed.  I  sergeant,  4  corporals,  10  privates; 
wounded  severely,  1  colonel,  1  subaltern,  3  sergeants,  5  corporals, 
j8 privates;  slightly,  3  sei^ants,  19  privates. 

23d  Infantry — 'Killed,  1  sergeant,  4  privates  ;  wounded  ee> 
▼erely.  i  captain,  2  subalterns,  5  sergeants,  2  coqjorals,  3r  pri- 
vates ;  slightly,  2  sergeants,  2  corporals,  1  musician.  19  privates 

General  Ripley's  Bhicaoe,  2Ibt  Regiment,  ko.vk;  I9ra 
Infastrt  attached — Killed,  3  privates;  severely  wounded,  3 
privates;  missing.  2. 

23d  IsrANTav—Severety  wounded,  1  private. 
'     General  P.  B.  Porter's  Command,  Fenton's  Regiment  Of 
Pennsylvania  Militia — Killed,  3  privates;  severely  wounded,  I 
f>rivate ;  slightly,  1  private ;  missing.  S  officers.  4  non-commis»Dn- 
ed  officers  and  privates. 

Corps  OF  Indians — Killed,  ^privates;  severely  wounded,  4; 
fliiglitly,  4;  missing,  10.  ^^ 

Grand  total — 2  sergeants,  4  corporals,  3  musician.",  5i  P^| 
Tates,  kilted.     1  colonel,  S  captains,  5  subalterns,  H  sergeants,  ifll 
corporals,    105  privates,  severely  wounded.     9  set'i^eaiits,  £  cor- 
porals,   1  musician,    103  privates,  slightly  wounded.     3  officer^ 
16  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  mist-itig. 

Total,  non-commissioned  officers,  inuaicians,  and  pri^'atH. 
916.  "^ 

A^iregate,  328. 

JV^mes  and  rank  of  Officers  wovvded. 
Colonel  Campbell,  1 1th  infantry,  severely  ;  knee-pan  Traclort^ 
Captain  King,  22d  infantry,  dangerously  ;  shot  wound  i»  the  ab- 
•donien.  Captain  Read.  25th  infantry,  badly  ;  i\enh  wound  ta  At 
thigh.  Captain  Harrison,  4id,  doing  duty  in  tiie  'Mh  infanlrytM- 
Terely;  shot  wound  in  the  shoulder.  Lieutenant  Barron,  illk 
ixtfantry,  severely.    lieutenant  JJe  Witt,  Sdth  ialaatry^  aeven^ 


379 

XieutenantPatchim,  25fh  infantry,  badly ;  flesh  wound  in  the  thigh, 
liicutehant  Brimhall,  9th  infantry,  slightly. 

Note- — ^The  slightly  wounded  are  fast  recovering. 

C.  K.  GARDNER,  Mjt.  Gen. 

INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFTICK,   H.  Q.  LEFT  DIVISION, 

Camp  near  Fort  Eric,  July  od,  1814. 

Metum  of  the  British  prisoners  of  War,  who  surrendered  by  capi^ 
tulatinn  with  Fort  Erie,  on  the  afternoon  (f  the  Sd  July,  1814, 
to  the  left  division  of  the  United  States*  army,  under  the  com  , 
mand  of  ma^  general  Brown, 

8th  or  King's  Regiment — 1  major. 

Royal  Artillery — 1  lieutenant,   1  corporal,  1  bombardier,  and 

19  gunners. 

100th  Regiment — 1  captain,  2  lieutenants,  1  ensign,  4  sergeants, 
5  corporals,  3  musicians,  93  privates. 

Recapitulation, 

8th  Regiment — 1  major. 

Royal  Artillery— 1  subaltern,  4  sergeants,  5  corporals,  3  musi- 
eians,  98  privates. 

Aggregate,  137. 

A.  ORNE,  Jlsst.  Ins.  Qeru 
Major  g'eneral  Bro\fn. 


LOSS  OF  THE  ALLIGATOR- 

ST.  HELENA  ISLAND,  July  2(1,  1814, 
SIR, 

The  painful  task  of  informing  you  of  the  particulars  of  the 
loss  of  the  United  States'  schooner  Alligator,  I  am  now  able  to 
undertake.  On  the  1st  July,  at  3  P.  M.  while  at  anchor  in  the 
Port  Royal  Sound,  with  lower  yards  down,  and  top-gallant-mastA 
housed,  a  heavy  dark  cloud  rose  in  the  west,  and  coming  rapidly 
by  us,  the  squall,  when  within  about  half  a  mile,  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  water  spout  or  whirlwind ;  supposing  from  its  ap- 
pearance it  would  upset  or  destroy  us,  I  thought  the  only  way  t# 
save  the  vessel  would  be  to  run  her  on  shore,  as  it  was  first  quar- 
ter flood  ;  the  cable  was  cut  and  the  head  of  the  jib  hoisted  ;  when 
before  the  wind,  she  was  struck  by  a  most  tremendous  blast,  but 
no  injury  was  done ;  it  then  cleared  up.  The  small  bower  anchor 
was  then  let  go,  and  the  vessel  brought  up.  In  ten  minutes  she  was 
struck  by  another  still  more  violent  cust,  and  instantly  upset;  the 
cable  was  again  cut,  in  hopes  that  she  would  drive  on  shore,  but 
all  to  no  purpose;  she  sunk  in  four  fathoms  water,  some  of  the 
men  attempted  to  gain  the  shore  bv  swimming,  but  dreadful  te 
relate  only  four  succeeded  ;  twen^y-thr^  were  drowned.    Among 
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i^e  number  1 1iav«  to  lament  the  loss  of  two  proniii)in«c  yonng  ofi- 
eers,  inidshipmeii  Brailsfurd  and  Ro^erBon.  Nineteen  have  tuxa 
found  and  interred  in  this  island .  Messrs.  Brailsfurd  and  Rwer* 
son  were  interred  in  the  church-yard  bj  the  gentiemen  ofSt. 
Helena.  Annexed  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  who  have  beta 
found,  and  thvse  who  are  still  missing. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

R.  BASSET. 
Captain  J.  S.  Dent 

I'uelve  including  myself  were  saved  on  the  head  of  the  top- 
mast. 

R.B. 

Drowneo— Jo!!eph  Brsilsford,  midshipmsn  ;  Robert  Roeenoo. 
do.;  Thomas  T,  Jonnstun,  carpenter's  mate ;  Presley  B.Hatlia- 
waj,  gunner's  mate  ;  Oliver  Salvador,  quarter- master  ;  NicholuT. 
Reiinie,  purser's  steward;  William  Ishum,  seaman  ;  W'iUiia 
Steel,  do.;  Juseph  Crosbv,  d». ;  Joseph  Moulder,  do.;  Hiomu 
Harvey,  do.;  John  NeUon.  do.;  John  P.  Rca,  ordinary  seamu; 
Philip  Fraser,  cook ;  John  Mirtinhurgh,  boy ;  Jeffery  graves,  ut- 
dinarj  seaman ;  Jerry  Stout,  do. ;  Samuel  Johni>ton,  do. ;  WiltiiH 
Scarlet,  do. 

Not  Kocnd — Michael  Rush,  ordinary  seaman ;  Polydor  Thomp- 
son, boy ;  Cfcsar  Howard,  seaman  ;  Daniel  Thompson,  do. 

Saved — Hussel  Banket,  lieutenant  commandant;  John  M.  Bal^ 
master's  mate;  Elias  J.  Salters,  volunteer;  James  Gel es pie, boat- 
swain's mate  ;  John  White,  seaman  ;  Joseph  Leuis,  do. ;  Henry 
M'Uruder,  boatswain  ;  John  Roberts,  seaman ;  Samuel  Guttija 
do. ;  Jf^nDavis,  do. ;  Hyman  Perry,  quarter  gunner;  Williaa 
Ray,  master  at  arms;  John  Ruilden,  tmy  ;  John  Conk,  onlinuj 
n;  Charles  Mercer,  seaman;  George Selby,  ordinary iMr 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 


Major  general  Brown  has  the  gratification  to  say, 
dierM  of  trie  2d  divisitm,  west  of  the  Nia»ara,  merj 

flause  than  he  U  able  to  bestow  in  general  orders:  i  ^  ._ 
ighest  approbation  of  tbeir  country.  The  conduct  of  briq 
general  Scott's  brigade,  \^hich  had  the  opportunitv  In  cd] 
whole  force  of  the  enemy,  the  greater  part,  it  is  belicvw 
in  the  peninsula,  removes  on  the  d.iy  of  this  tuitle  the  r 
on  our  country,  that  its  repuliition  iu  arms  is  yet  to  be  e 
ed.  His  brigade  cnnsists  uf  battalions  of  the  9th.  the  I  lllL 
SSth,  and  a  utachmeit  ef  tlie  32d.    Tawaon's  cwmpaaj  tS  a 
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Icrff  which  was  attached  to  it,  gallantly  commenced,  and  with  t$ 
su!4tained  the  action. 

The  volunteers  and  Indians  performed  their  part;  they  drove 
the  enemy's  Indians  and  light  troops  until  they  met  the  Britisli 
army:  they  meet  the  general's  approbation. 

Of  the  reports  of  killed  and  w-mnded,  the  names  of  the  wound- 
ed officers  will  be  mentioned,  in  order  that  they  may  be  rewarded* 
with  that  honourable  mention  which  is  due. 

By  order  of  major  general  Brown. 

C.  K.  GARDNER,  MjU  Qeny 


tTNITED  STATES*  SHIP  SUPERIOR,  SACKETT'S  HARBOR, 

July  7tli,  1814i 
«IR, 

I  am  happy  that  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  detail  to  you 
another  brilliant  achievement  of  lieutenant  Gregory  with  his  brave 
eompanions. 

I  received  information  some  time  since  that  the  enemy  was 
building  a  large  schooner  at  **  Presque  Isle."  I  determined  upon 
her  destruction,  but  deferred  the  execution  until  she  should  be 
nearly  ready  for  launching.  Finding  the  alarm  extensive  dowa 
the  St.  Lawrence  in  consequence  of  taking  the  gun-boat  Black 
Snake,  I  thouo;ht  it  a  favourable  opportunity  to  attempt  something 
at  *•  Presque  Isle."  On  the  26th  ultimo,  I  directeu  lieutenant 
Gregory  to  take  with  him  Messrs.  Vaughan  and  Dixon,  proceed 
with  the  two  largest  ^^h  to  Nicholas  Island,  (within  about  sevea 
miles  of  "  Presque  Isle"  harbor)  and  there  conceal  his  boats  and 
wait  for  some  transports  which  I  had  information  were  expected 
there  to  take  up  provision  and  munitions  of  war,  which  had  been 
sent  up  the  Bay  of  Quinta  for  the  troops  at  York  and  Fort  George, 
but  if  these  transports  did  not  make  their  appearance  in  three  or 
four  days,  th'^n  to  proceed  to  "Presque  Isle,''  and  burn  the  vessel 
on  the  stocks ;  but  with  positive  orders  not  to  injure  any  private 
property.  The  day  after  lieutenant  Gregory  arrived  on  the  coast, 
ne  discovered  a  vessel  beating  up,  but  just  as  he  shoved  ofi*  to 
board  her,  a  large  gun-boat  hove  in  sight  a  little  below  him.  This 
boat  made  a  signal  to  the  vessel  in  the  offing,  upon  which  she  tack- 
ed and  stood  for  the  gun-boat.  Lieutenant  Gregory  secreted  his 
boats  as  well  as  he  could,  but  was  apprehensive  that  he  had  been 
discovered.  The  gun-boat  and  her  convoy  (which  was  full  of 
troops)  stood  into  "  Presque  Isle."  Lieutenant  Gregory  was  de- 
termined to  ascertain  whether  he  had  been  discovered  ;  according- 
ly he  sent  one  of  his  boats  in  the  next  night  and  took  oflf  one  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  informed  him  that  it  was  known  he  was  on 
the  coast,  and  that  two  expresses  had  been  sent  to  Kingston  in 
consequence.  He  therefore  determined  upon  executing  the  latter 
part  of  his  instructions  and  made  his  arrangements  accordingly. 


UnJ«(1,  placed  sentinels  at  the  houses  to  prevent  &larm,  uid  set 
fire  to  the  vessel,  which  was  nearly  ready  to  launrti;  she  was  a 
ifoutwcll  built  vessel  to  mount  14  guns,  and  would probKblyhrvs 
been  launched  in  about  ten  days.  A  small  store-nouae,  which 
contained  Htores  for  the  vessel,  was  unavoidably  burnt,  as  it  wu 
so  near  the  vessel  that  it  took  fire  from  her. 

Lieutenant  Gre^iory  learned  from  the  inhabitants  that  mnclt 
property  had  been  sent  up  a  few  days  previous,  that  a  company  of 
the  Gleng;ary  regiment  nad  been  stationed  there,  but  had  bees 
sent  to  York  a  few  davs  before;  another  company  was  on  its  wiy 
from  Kingston  to  replace  them.  The  few  niilitiH  which  had  been 
left  to  i^uard  lite  vessel  and  property,  retreated  upon  the  apprracli 
of  our  boats.  As  soon  as  the  vessel  was  entirely  consumed,  lieu- 
tenant Gregory  rc-embarked  iiis  men  without  having  permitted 
one  of  tlicm  to  enter  a  house;  finding  the  alarm  so  general,  be 
thniight  prudent  to  cross  the  lake  immediately  ;  he  stopped  one 
day  at  Oswego  for  refreslimenf,  and  arrived  here  last  evemn^ 
having  performed  a  most  difficult  service  with  his  usual  galUntiy 
and  guodcnnducl. 

Lieutenant  Gresory  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  sailing-mu- 
ter Vaughan,  and  Mr.  Dixon,  as  well  as  the  men  under  his  co»- 
mand,  fur  their  patient  endurance  of  hunger  and  fatigiie,  andtlic- 
zeal  with  which  they  performed  c.;.ry  part  of  their  duty. 

I  think,  in  justice  to  these  brave  men,  that  they  ought  to  be  «1- 

lowed  something  for  the  destruction  of  this  vessel :  tliey   hav^ 

however,  every  confidence  in  the  justice  and   liberality  of  tlw 

pif  erument,  and  submit  their  case  most  cheerfully  to  its  decision. 

I  have  the  huuour  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
Ronounble  WilliiuD  Jonea,  Secretary  of  (be  Narji. 


REINDEER  CAPTURED  BY  THE  WASP. 
UNITED  STATES'  8I1IP  WASP,  L'OIUENT.  Jiil\   3lb    18U 
&IR, 

On  Tuesdav  the  38th  iuslant,  being  then  in  latltudL  .^ 
north,  and  longitude  II,  15,  west,  we  fell  in  with,  engaged; 
after  an  action  of  nineteen  minutes,  captured  his  Biitanntfi' 
jesty's  sloop  of  war  tJie  Reindeer,  William  Mam 

Where  ali  did  their  duty  and  each  appeared  anxious  to 
it  is  very  dilftcult  to  discriminate.  It  is,  however,  only  i 
■  iny  them  their  merited  due,  when  it  is  declared  of  lieiil 
Reily  and  Bury,  Isl  and  3d  of  this  vessel,  and  ^ihose  nam^ 
be  found  amon^  those  of  the  conquerors  of  the  Ouei  riere  and. 
and  of  Mr.  Tillinghast,  9d  lieutenant,  who  wai  greatly  * 
mental  in  the  captureof  IhelloiLer;  that  their  coudact.~ 
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age  on  this  occasion  fulfilled  mj  highest  expectations  and  gratified 
every  wish.  Sailing-master  Carr  is  also  entitled  to  great  credit 
for  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which  he  discharged  his  various  duties. 

The  cool  and  patient  conduct  of  everj  officer  and  man»  while 
exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  shifting  gun  ot  the  enemy,  and  without 
an  opportunity  of  returning  it,  could  only  be  equalled  by  the  ani- 
mation and  ardor  exhibited  when  actually  engaged,  or  by  the 
promptitude  and  firmness  with  which  every  attempt  of  the  enemy 
to  board  was  met  and  successfully  repelled.  Such  conduct  may 
be  seen,  but  cannot  well  be  described. 

The  Reindeer  mounted  sixteen  24  pound  carronades,  two  long 
6  or  9  pounders,  and  a  shifting  12  pound  carronade,  with  a  comple- 
ment (on  board)  of  1 1 8  men.  Her  crew  were  said  to  be  the  pride 
of  Plymouth. 

Our  loss  in  men  has  been  severe,  owing  in  part  to  the  proximity 
of  the  two  vessels  and  the  extreme  smoothness  of  the  sea,  but 
chiefly  in  repelling  boarders.  That  of  the  enemy,  however,  was 
infinitely  more  so,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  list  of  killed  and  wound- 
ed on  both  sides. 

Six  round  shot  struck  our  hull,  and  many  grape  which  did  not 
penetrate  far.  The  fore -mast  received  a  24  pound  shot,  which 
passed  through  its  centre^  and  our  rigging  and  sails  were  a  good 
deal  injured. 

The  Reindeer  was  literally  cut  to  pieces  in  a  line  with  her  ports^ 
her  upper  works,  boats  and  spare  spars,  were  one  complete  wreck. 
A  breeze  springing  up  next  afternoon,  her  fore-mast  went  by  the 
board. 

Having  received  all  the  prisoners  on  board,  which  from  the 
number  of  wounded  occupied  much  time,  together  with  their  bag- 
gage, the  Reindeer  was  on  the  evening  of  the  29th  set  on  fire,  and 
m  a  few  hours  blew  up. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  BLAKELET, 

Honourable  William  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rilled  and  Wounded. — ^The  loss  on  board  the  Reindeer^  was 
£5  killed  and  42  wounded,  total  67.  On  board  the  Wasp,  5  killed 
and  21  wounded,  principally  in  boarding;  among  the  latter,  mid- 
shipmen Langdon  and  Tuscan,  both  of  whom  expired  some  day9 
after  the  action. 


SUN-SET,  PHILADELPHU,  July  Uth,  X814. 

SIR, 

In  conseauence  of  information  received  from  eeneral  Fore^ 
man,  at  a  late  nour  on  the  1 1th  instant,  that  four  of  the  enemy's 
barges  had  been  repulsed  by  a  party  of  militia  at  Elkton,  but  that 
they  were  expected  to  return  the  succeeding  night  in  greater  force, 
I  was  induced  to  order  lieutenant  Morgan  of  the  navy,  to  march 
250  of  the  officers  and  seamen  attaehed  to  the  flotilla,  to  his  assist- 

4ft 
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■ace,  for  th«  defence  of  that  place  and  the  adjacent  countij. 
The  above  ofiicers  and  sailors  V  ere  embarked  in  a  few  niinutei^ 
and  jou  will  not  think  them  inactive,  when  I  inform  you  that  in  3 
hours  and  47  minutes,  the  whole  detachment,  completely  armed, 
reached  the  court-house  at  Elkton,  carrying  with  them  two  heavj 
pieces  of  travelling  artillery,  notwithstanding  the  roads  were  ex- 
cessively bad,  and  the  nijiht  very  dark  and  rainr.  Disappointrd 
in  meeting  the  enemy,  and  his  not  evincing  any  disposition  to  re- 
turn, lieutenant  Moi^an,  with  the  detachment  of  sailors  (master's 
mate  Stockton,  and  12  seamen  left  with  a  field  piece  to  co-operate 
with  captain  Gale,  excepted,)  returned  yesterday  to  the  flotilla.by 
tny  orders,  their  place  bein^  supplied  by  captain  Gale,  and  lieDle- 
nant  Hall,  with  some  marines  from  the  navy  yard,  added  to  liev- 
tenant  Kughn  end  the  detachment  of  marines  of  the  Guerriere,  ill 
of  whom  reached  Elkton  early  jesterdav  afternoon. 

On  lieutenant  Morgan's  leaving  the  flotilla  witlitlie  detachioeDt 
of  sailors,  I  ordered  lieutenant  Gamble,  attending  the  equipment 
of  the  Guerriere,  to  proceed  to  New  Castle  with  the  seamen  and 
marines  to  supply  their  place.  On  lieutenant  Morgan's  return  to 
the  flotilla,  lieutenant  Gamble  with  the  seamen  he  brought  with 
him  returned  to  Philadelphia;  and  it  is  with  much  satisTaction  I 
inform  you,  that  the  alacrity  and  zeal  with  w  hich  all  these  changM 
were  made,  does  infinite  credit  to  the  officers,  seamen  and  nt- 
rines  concerned  in  the  same. 

Captain  Gale,  with  tlie  detachment  of  marines,  after  proceed- 
iog  as  far  as  Cecil  Furnace,  will  return  again  to  Philadelphia  [hj 
the  way  of  New  Castle,)  should  there  be  no  immediate  necetnt^ 
for  his  being  longer  absent. 

I  am  now  about  tu  organize  a  corps,  consiiting  of  IflO  seamoti 
who  can  be  transported  across  in  four  hours  at  any  time,  witkdH 
assistance  that  is  promised  me  by  tlie  proprietors  of  the  New  *>*■ 
tie  line  of  stages. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Slc. 

JUtliN  ROGEBS. 
The  Becrotarf  cf  the  Navy. 


^ 


FORT3MODTH,  Julv  Mth.  Itti 

SIR. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  ycileiilav  nin»ia| 

SR-boat  No.  88,  commanded  by  sailing-master  tipoiEe  Clemrilt, 
1  in  with  and  captured,  oft'lius  harbor,  a  Ch«'bacco  boat,  tender 
to  the  Tenedos,  commanded  by  her  2d  lieutenant,  haxing  ^nM 
board  twomidshipuien,and  ten  seamen  and  marines. 

^e  had  taken,  the  morning  previous  to  her  tnin^  captundi4 
■msll  coasting  boat,  which  was  also  re-taken  bv  Mr.  ClemcMLf  u 
The  prisoners  have  been  given  in  char^  ot'  tlie  manAali  ("^ 
left  here  this  morning  for  Salem. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

ISAAC  r 

H<inoanbIe  WilSam  Jonu,  Sccretaiy  of  the  H»,vj. 
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HEAD  QUARTERS,  QUEENSTON,  July22d,  1814. 

DEAR  Sm. 

On  the  20th  the  army  moved  and  encamped  in  the  rear  of 
Fort  George.  General  Scott,  with  the  van,  had  some  skirmishing 
^before  the  main  body  came  up ;  but  as  the  enemy  kept  close  to 
their  works,  nothing  important  occurred.  No  uirce  was  left  in 
our  rear;  the  Heights  were  abandoned  to  the  enemy,  and  we  did 
hope  that  the  movement  would  have  induced  him  to  re-occupy 
them,  or  close  in  nearer  to  us,  so  as  to  bring  on  an  engagement 
out  of  his  works.  In  this  we  were  disappointed.  The  army  re- 
turned to-day,  and  found  a  body  of  militia  and  a  few  regulars  in 
and  about  the  Heights.  General  Porter  pursued  with  his  command 
and  a  few  regulars,  and  was  so  fortunate  as  to  come  up  with  and 
capture  seven  officers  and  ten  privates.  They  will  be  sent  to 
Greenbush. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JACOB  BROWN. 

Honourable  Jolin  Armstrong,  Secretary  of  War. 


flEAB  QUARTERS,  CHIPPEWA,  July  25th,  1814. 

DEAR  SIR, 

On  the  23d  instant,  I  received  a  letter  by  express  from  ge- 
neral Gaines,  advising  me,  that  on  the  20th  the  heavy  guntf  that  I 
had  ordered  from  the  harbor,  to  enable  me  to  operate  againi^t  forts 
Georse  and  Niagara,  were  blockaded  in  that  port,  together  with 
the  rifle  regiment  that  I  had  ordered  up  with  them. 

I  had  ordered  these  guns  and  troopS  m  boats,  provided  the  com- 
modore should  not  deem  it  prudent  or  proper  to  convey  them  in 
his  fleet,  not  doubting  but  that  he  would  have  been  upon  the  lake 
for  tlieir  protection,  and  that  the  enemy  would  have  been  driven 
into  port  or  captured.  As  general  Gaines  informed  me,  that  the 
commodore  was  confined  to  his  bed  with  a  fever,  and  as  he  did 
not  know  when  the  fleet  would  sail,  or  when  the  guns  and  forces 
tliatt  I  had  been  expecting  would  even  leave  Sackett's  Harbor,  I 
have  thought  it  proper  to  chanee  my  position,  with  a  view  to  other 
objects.  You  know  how  greatly  [  am  disappointed,  and  therefore 
I  will  not  dwell  upon  that  painful  subject.  And  you  can  best 
perceive  how  much  nas  been  lost  by  the  delay  ;  and  the  command 
of  lake  Ontario  being  with  the  enemy — ^reliance  being  placed  on  a 
diiferent  stite  of  things. 

The  Indians  all  lelt  me  some  time  since.  It  is  said  that  they 
will  return,  but  this  you  will  perceive  depends  on  circumstancesji 
The  reinforcement  ordered  on  from  the  west  have  not  arrived. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ike. 

JACOB  BROWN. 

Honourable  Secretaiy  of  War^  Washington, 


BATTLE  OP  NIAGARA. 

BCFFALO  Augiut,  1814 

9TR, 

Confinecl  as  I  was,  and  have  been,  aince  the  last  engagetnnt 
vith  the  enemj,  1  fear  that  the  account  I  am  about  to  give  maj  be 
less  full  and  satisfactory,  than  under  other  circumstances  it  mi^t 
have  been  made.  I  particularly  fear,  that  the  conduct  of  B« 
gallant  men  it  uas  my  good  fortune  to  lead,  will  not  be  rtoticcd  in 
a  way  due  to  their  fame,  and  the  honour  of  our  country. 

You  are  already  apprized  that  the  army  had,  on  the  2 dth  ultimo, 
taken  a  position  at  Chippewa.  About  noon  of  tliat  day,  colonel 
Swift,  who  was  posted  at  Lewiatown,ad\ised  me  by  express,  that 
the  enemy  appeared  in  considerable  force  in  Queenstown,  andoa 
it«  heights;  that  four  of  the  enemy's  fleet  had  arrived  during  the 
preceding  night,  and  were  then  lying  near  fort  Niagara,  and  that 
a  numtwr  of  boats  were  in  view  moving  up  the  streighL  Withia 
a  few  minutes  after  this  intelligence  had  been  received,  I  was  for' 
titer  informed  by  captain  Denmons  of  the  quarter  master's  depart- 
ment, that  the  enemy  was  landing  at  Lewistown,  and  that  oir 
ba^^ge  and  stores  at  Schlosser,  and  on  their  «  ay  tJdther,  were  ■■ 
danger  of  immediate  capture.  It  is  proper  here  to  mention,  that 
having  received  advices  as  late  as  the  20th  from  general  Gaisct, 
that  our  fleet  was  then  in  port,  and  the  commodore  sick,  we  ceas- 
ed to  look  for  co-operation  from  that  quarter,  and  determined  tt' 
disencumber  ourselves  of  baggage,  and  march  directly  for  Bar- 
lington  Heights.  To  mask  uiia  intention,  and  to  draw  fna 
Schlosser  a  amall  supply  of  provisions,  1  fell  back  upon  CbipfC- 
wa. 

As  this  arrangement,  under  the  increased  force  of  the  enemy, 
left  much  at  hazard  on  our  side  of  the  Niagara,  and  as  it  appeaiti 
by  the  before  stateil  information,  that  the  enemy  was  about  to  utA 
himself  of  it,  I  conceived  that  the  most  effectual  method  of  rcott*' 
■Dghtm  from  this  object,  was  to  put  myself  in  oiaticu  towardi 
Queenstown.  General  Scott,  with  the  first' brigade.  Towmo^ 
artillery,  and  all  the  dragoons  and'mounted  men  wtroaccordinglT 
^tin  march  on  the  road  leading  thither,  with  ordei-'  to  report,  if 
the  enemy  appeared,  and  to  call  for  assistance,  if  ihat  was  ntccfr- 
sary.  On  the  general's  arrival  at  the  falls,  he  learned  thai  itar 
enemy  was  in  force  directly  in  his  front ;  a  narrow  piece  of  woodv 
alone  intercepting  his  view  of  them.  Waiting  only  to  ^ve  this  ia- 
formation,  he  advanced  upon  them.  By  this  timo  assistant  a^JB- 
tant  general  Jones  had  delivered  his  message,  tlie  aclion  bef^ 
andbeforetheremainingpartof  the'divisiim  had  ciohS(>il  the  Chip- 
pewa,  it  had  become  close  and  general  betwet'ti  the  advaiica 
corps.  Though  general  Ripley  with  the  second  brigade,  major 
Hindman  with  the  corps  of  artillery,  and  gener;il  I'orter  at  the 
head  of  his  command,  had  respectively  pressed  forward  « ilh  ar^ 
dor,  it  was  not  len  than  an  nonr  before  they  wec«  I 
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&astain  general  Scott,  daring  which  time  his  command  most  skii- 
fully  and  gallantly  maintained  the  conflict.  Upon  my  arrival,  I 
found  that  the  general  had  passed  the  wood,  and  engaged  tlie  ene- 
my on  the  Queenstown  road,  and  on  the  ground  to  tlie  left  of  it» ' 
with  the  9th,  11th,  and  2!2d,  regiments,  and  Towson's  artillery. 
The  Jioth  had  been  thrown  to  Ae  right,  to  be  governed  by  cir-  * 
cumstances. 

Apprehending  that  these  corps  were  much  exhausted,  and  know- 
ing that  they  had  suffered  severely,  I  determined  to  interpose  a  new 
line  with  the  advancing  troops  ;  and  thus  disengage  general  Scott, 
and  hold  his  brigade  in  reserve.  Orders  were  accordingly  given 
to  general  Ripley.  The  eneiny's  artillery  at  this  moment  occupi- 
ed a  hill  whicn  gave  great  advantage,  and  was  the  key  of  the  whole 
position.  It  was  supported  by  a  line  of  infantry.  To  secure  vic- 
tory, it  was  necessary  to  carry  this  artillery  and  seize  the  height* 
This  duty  was  assigned  to  colonel  Miller,  while,  to  favor  its  exe- 
cution, the  Ist  regiment,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Nicholas, 
was  directed  to  manouvre  and  amuse  the  infantry.  To  my  great 
mortification,  this  reziment,  after  a  discharge  or  two,  gave  way 
and  retreated  some  distance,  before  it  could  be  rallied,  though  it 
is  believed  the  oflicers  of  the  regiment  exerted  themselves  to 
shorten  this  distance.  In  the  mean  time,  colonel  Miller,  without 
regard  to  this  occurrence,  advanced  steadily  and  gallantly  to  his 
otyect,  and  carried  the  height  and  the  cannon.  General  Ripley 
brought  up  the  2Sd  regiment  (which  had  also  faltered,)  to  his  sup- 
port, and  the  enemy  disappeared  from  before  them.  The  1st  re- 
fiment  was  now  brought  into  line  on  the  left  of  the  £lst,  and  the 
etachments  of  the  17th  and  19th,  general  Porter  occupying  with 
his  command  the  extreme  left  About  this  time  colonel  Miller 
carried  the  enemy ^s  cannon.  The  25th  regiment,  under  major 
Jessup,  was  engaged  in  a  more  obstinate  conflict  with  all  that  re- 
mained to  dispute  with  us  the  field  of  battle.  The  major,  as  has 
been  already  stated,  had  been  ordered  by  general  Scott,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  to  take  ground  to  his  right.  He 
had  succeeded  in  turning  the  enemy's  flank — ^had  captured  (by  a 
detachment  under  captain  Ketchum,)  general  Riall  and  sundry 
other  officers,  and  showed  himself  again  to  his  own  army,  in  a 
blaze  of  fire,  which  defeated  or  destroyed  a  very  superior  force  of 
the  enemy.  He  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  right  of  the  2d  regi- 
ment. The  enemy  rallying  his  forces,  and  as  is  believed,  having 
received  reinforcements,  now  attempted  to  drive  us  from  our  po- 
sition tind  regain  his  artillery.  Our  line  was  unshaken  and  the 
enemy  repulsed.  Two  other  attempts  having  the  same  object, 
had  the  same  issue.  General  Scott  was  again  engaged  in  repell- 
ing the  former  of  these,  and  the  last  I  saw  of  him  in  the  field  of 
battle,  he  was  near  the  head  of  his  column,  and  giving  to  its  march 
a  direction  that  would  place  him  on  the  enemy's  n^ht  It  was 
with  great  pleasure  I  saw  the  good  order  and  intrepidity  of  gene- 
nd  Porter's  volunteers  from  the  moment  of  their  arrival ;  but  dur- 


bi?  the  last  charg;e  oF  the  enemr  those  qualities  were  ci 
Htimulatetl  by  the  example*  set  them  bj  tlieir  Kallaut  leader,  by 
majur  Wood,  (if  tlie  Pennsylvania  curps,  by  colonel  DirftUa  oT 
New  York,  and  by  their  officers  generally,  they  precipitated  thcn- 
aelves  upon  the  enemy's  line,  and  made  all  the  prisoners  which 
were  taken  at  this  puint  of  the  action. 

Having  been  for  siune  time  wounded,  and  being  a  good  ileal  ex- 
hausted uy  the  loss  of  blood,  it  became  my  wish  to  devolve  the 
command  on  general  Scott,  and  retire  from  the  field  ;  but  onea- 
«|uiry,  I  had  the  misfortune  to  learn,  that  he  was  disabled  by 
wounds;  I  therefore  kept  my  post,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  see 
tlie  eneniv's  Inst  efTurt  repulsed.  I  now  consigned  the  comaiaad 
to  fwoera"!  Ripley. 

\Vhile  retiring  from  the  field,  I  saw  and  felt,  that  the  victory 
was  complete  on  our  nart,  if  proper  measures  were  promptlj 
aitopti'd  to  secui'e  ih  Tne  exhaustion  of  the  men  was,  liowercf, 
nuch  as  made  some  refreshment  necessary.  They  particnlarir 
re<|uired  water.  I  was  mv^elf  extremely  sensible  of  the  want  of 
this  necessary  article.  1  therefore  believed  it  proper,  that  ^eseitl 
Ripley  and  ttie  troops  should  return  to  camp,  after  bringinx  af 
the  dead,  the  woundi^,  and  artillery;  and  in  diis  I  saw  no  difi- 
cultv,  as  the  enemy  had  entirely  ceased  to  act.  Withia  an  hav 
after  my  arrival  in  camp,  I  was  informed  that  general  Ripley  kai 
returned  without  annoyance  and  in  good  order.  I  now  sentlbr 
him,  and  after  giving  him  my  rea-tons,  for  the  measure  I  na 
about  to  adopt,  ordered  him  to  put  the  troops  in  the  best  poMihlt 
condition;  to  ^ve  to  tlieni  (he  necessary  refreshment;  to  take 
with  hiin  the  pickets  and  camp  guards,  and  every  other  desoi^ 
tion  of  force ;  to  put  himself  on  the  field  of  battle  aa  the  iij 
dawned,  and  there  to  meet  and  beat  the  enemy  it  he  again  ^ 
Veared.  To  this  order  he  made  no  ohjectiun,  and  I  relied  nna 
its  execution.  It  (vas  not  executed.  I  feel  mo»t  sensibly  Mr 
in.idefiuafe  are  my  powers  in  speaking  of  fhetni"|>s.  tn  do  justite 
to  their  merits,  or  to  my  own  sense  of  them,  t'nder  ablei  direc- 
tion, they  miglithavc  done  more  and  better. 

From  the  pivceding  details,  you  have  new  ei  idence  of  the  ^^i^ 
tiiiKuished  gallantry  of  generals  8colt  and  I'orter.  of  colood 
Miller,  and  major  Jessup  of  the  Ist  brigade.  Thi^.  chief,  wilhtw 
aid-de-camp.  Worth,  his  major  of  brigade  Smitli,  and  eiery  cflt- 
niander  of  battalion,  were  wounded.  The  Sd  brigade  siiRnd 
less ;  but  as  a  brigade,  their  conduct  entitled  thciu  to  the  ap|^nfe 
of  their  country.  After  the  enemy's  strong  posilion  liadL.-focw- 
ried  bv  the  Slst  and  the  detachments  of  the  irtli  iind  IQth.  Ai 
1st  and  S3d  assumed  a  new  diameter.  Tliey  could  nut  anjn  be 
sliakvn  ordismaved.  Major  H' Far  land  of  the  latter.  fetTM% 
at  the  head  of  his  battalion. 

Under  command  of  general  Porter,  the  mililia  voluuicrrt  ^ 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  stood  undismayed  amidst  the  bf- 
test  fire,  aod  repulsed  the  veterans  opposed  to  tliem.    TtH-Cn^ 
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-dian  volanteers,  commanded*  by  colonel  Wilson,  are  reported  bjr 
general  Porter,  as  having  merited  and  received  his  approbation. 

The  corps  of  artillery  commanded  by  major  Hindman,  behaved 
with  its  usual  gallantry.  Towson's  company  attached  to  the  1st 
brigade,  was  the  first  and  the  last  engaged,  and  during  the  whole 
conflict  maintained  that  hi^h  character  which  they  had  previously 
won  by  their  skill  and  their  valor.  Captains  BidtUe  and  Ritchie 
were  both  wounded  early  in  the  action,  but  refused  to  quit  tl\e 
field.  The  latter  declared  that  he  would  never  leave  his  piece ; 
and,  true  to  his  engagement,  fell  by  its  side  covered  with  wounds. 
The  staff*  of  the  army  had  its  peculiar  meiit  and  distinction. 
Colonel  Ganlner,  adjutant  general,  though  ill,  was  on  horseback, 
and  did  all  in  his  power;  his  assistant,  major  Jones,  was  very  ac- 
tive and  useful.  My  gallant  aids-de-camp,  Austin  and  Spencer, 
had  many  and  critical  duties  to  perform,  in  the  discharge  oi  which 
the  latter  fell ;  I  shall  ever  think  of  this  youn^  man  with  pride 
and  regret ;  regret,  that  his  career  has  been  so  stiort :  pride,  that 
it  has  been  so  noble  and  distinguished.  The  engineers,  majors 
M'Ree  and  Wood,  were  greatly  distinguished  on  this  day,  and 
their  high  military  talents  exerted  with  great  effect;  they  were 
much  under  my  eye  and  near  my  person,  and  to  their  assistance, 
a  great  deal  is  fairly  to  be  ascribed.  1  most  earnestly  recommend 
them,  as  worthy  of  the  highest  trust  and  confidence.  The  staff* 
of  generals  Ripley  and  Porter,  discovered  great  zeal  and  atten- 

•  tion  to  duty.  Lieutenant  £.  B.  Randolph  of  the  20th  regiment,  is 
entitled  to  notice  ;  his  courage  was  conspicuous. 

4^  I  inclose  a  return  of  our  loss:  those  noted  missine,  may  gene* 
rally  be  numbered  with  the  dead.  The  enemy  had  but  httie  op- 
portunity of  making  prisoners. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &x:. 

JACOB  BROWN. 

Honourable  John  Annstrong, 

Secretary  of  War, 

■  -      \ 

FOKT  ERIE,  August  5th,  1814^ 

SIR, 

Having  been  stationed  with  the  1st  battalion  of  the  1st  regi* 
ment  of  rinemen  at  lUack  Rock,  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  instant, 
I  observed  the  British  army  moving  up  the  river  on  the  opposite 
shore,  and  suspecting  they  might  make  a  feint  on  Fort  Krie,  with 
an  intention  of  a  real  attack  on  the  Buffalo  side,  I  immediately 
moved  and  took  a  position  on  the  upper  side  of  Coniocta  Creek» 
and  that  night  threw  up  a  battery  oi  some  logs,  which  I  found  on 
the  ground,  and  had  them  torn  away.  About  2  o'clock  the  next 
morning,  my  pickets  from  below  «:ave  me  infonnation  of  the  land- 
ing of  9  boats  full  of  troops,  half  a  mile  below.  1  immediately 
got  my  men  (240  in  .number)  to  their  quarters,  and  patiently  await- 
efi  their  approach.    At  a  quarter  past  4,  they  advanced  upon  as. 


tnd  commenceti  the  sttack,  sending  a  party  before  to  repur  fhe 
bridge,  under  the  coTer  of  their  fire.  When  thev  had  got  at  good 
rifle  distance,  1  opened  a  heuvy  tire  on  them,  which  laid  &  number 
of  them  on  the  ground  and  compelled  ihem  to  retire.  Thej  then 
formed  in  the  stirt  of  the  wood,  and  kept  up  the  fire  at  long  shot, 
c>ntinuBllj  reinforcing  from  the  Canada,  sliore,  until  they  had  ii 
boat  loads,  and  then  attempted  to  flank  ua  bj  sending  a  larga 
bodv  Dp  the  creek  to  ford  it,  when  1  detached  lieutenants  Rjaa, 
Smith  and  Armstrong,  with  about  60  men,  to  oppose  their  left 
wing,  where  they  were  again  repulsed  with  considerable  loss,  after 
which  they  appeared  disposed  ti>  give  up  (heir  ohjtct,  and  retreat- 
ed by  throwing  six  boat  loads  of  troops  on  Stiuaw  Island,  which 
enfiladed  the  creek,  and  prevented  nie  from  harrassiug  their  rear. 

Their  superior  numbers  enabled  them  to  take  their  killed  tod 
wounded  oil' the  field,  which  we  plainly  saw,  and  observed  they 
suflered  severely.  We  found  some  of  their  dead  thrown  intol^ 
river,  and  covered  with  logs  and  stones,  and  some  on  the  field. 
We  also  collected  a  number  of  muskets  and  accuutrenienls,  witk 
clothing  that  appeared  lo  have  been  torn  to  bind  their  wound*. 
We  took  six  prisoners,  who  stated  the  British  force  opposed  tons, 
to  consist  of  from  ISto  ISOOmen, commanded  by  lieutenant  colo- 
nel Tucker,  of  the  41st  regiment.  They  also  state  that  their 
object  was  to  re-capture  general  Riall,  with  the  other  British  pri- 
•oners,  and  destroy  the  public  stoi'es  deposited  at  Buffalo.  IIk 
action  continued  about  two  houre  and  a  half.  I  am  happy  to  sl^ 
they  were  completely  foiled  in  their  attempts. 

Our  lossistnAingcompai-ed  with  theirs.  We  had  (wo  killed  and 
eigtit  wounded.  1  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  captain  Hamilteo, 
lieutenants  Wadsworth  and  Mlntosh  are  among  the  latter. 
Their  gallantry  in  exposing  themsehes  to  encourage  their  nMa,  I 
think,  entitles  them  to  the  notice  of  ttieir  country.  My  wMl 
command  behaved  in  a  manner  tliat  merited  my  wannest  app**' 
bation ;  and  in  justice  to  tliem  1  canuut  avoid  mentioning  tlv 
name^ofthe  otticers,  which  aie  as  follows:  Captain  HamBti^* 
lieutenants  Wadsworth, Ryan, Calhoun, M'lntoBh,AmolcI,  Shot 
ridge,  M'Farl and,  Tipton,  Armstrong,  Smith,  Cobb-,  Da>tdi  ' 
and  Austin,  with  ensign  Fa^.  If,  sir,  you  believe  wc  have  d 
our  duty,  we  shall  feel  highly  gratified. 

1  am, sir,  respectfully,  &c. 
L.  MliKOAN, 
.Vojor  Ist  rijie 
Ibjor  general  Brown. 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  FORT  ERIE,  UPPER  CANADA-1 
August  Ttli,  IT"^ 

8IB, 

I  arrired  at  this  post  on  the  4th  instant,  and  ■ 
command,— the  army  it>  in  good  spiritSt  and  moi 
€oiilil  bavfl  eipected. 
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The  British  armj  under  lieutenant  general  Drummond,  ta 
stronglj  posted  opposite  to  Black  Rock,  two  miles  east  of  this 
fort ;  a  skirt  of  thick  wood  separates  us.  I  yesterday  endeavoured 
to  draw  him  out  to  see  and  try  his  stren^h ;  for  this  purpose,  I 
sent  the  rifle  corps  through  the  intervening  woods,  with  orders 
to  amuse  the  enemy's  light  troops  until  his  strong  column  should 
get  in  moticm,  and  then  to  retire  slowly  to  the  plain  this  side  the 
woods,  where  I  had  a  strong  line  posted  in  readiness  to  receive 
the  enemy.  Our  riflemen  met  and  drove  the  enemy's  light  troops 
into  their  lines,  where  they  remained,  although  the  riflemen  kept 
the  iifoods  near  two  hours,  and  until  they  were  ordered  in.  They 
retqpied  without  being  able  to  draw  any  part  of  the  enemy's  force 
after  them. 

Major  Morgan  reports  that  his  officers  and  men  acted  with  their 
usual  gallantry.  Tne  enemy  left  11  dead,  and  three  prisoners  in 
our  hands,  and  I  am  informed  by  two  persons  just  from  the  Bri* 
tiah  camp,  that  their  loss  was  much  more  considerable;  among 
their  killed,  were  five  Indians.  We  lost  five  killed,  and  three  or 
four  wounded. 

General  Drummond's  force,  from  the  best  information  we  are 
able  to  collect  from  deserters  and  others,  amounts  to  upwards  of 
4000,  principally  regulars.  De  Watte ville's  regiment  has  joined 
since  tne  battle  of  the  25th  ultimo,  together  with  two  or  three 
companies  of  the  Glengary  corps;  making  a  total  joined  since  the 
fi^th,  of  about  1£00. 

AUGUST,  18th,  1114. 

The  enemy's  position  remains  unchanged;  they  have  con<« 
structed  two  batteries  with  two  embrasures  each,  and  have  erected 
a  wooden  breast  work  1200  to  1400  yards  in  our  rear.  In  ex* 
amining  their  works  yesterday,  captain  Birdsall  of  the  4th  rifle  re-» 
giment  with  a  detachment  of  the  1st,  and  his  company,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  160  men,  beat  in  two  of  their  strong  pickets  witS 
a  loss  on  their  part  of  10  killed.  Captain  Birdsall  had  one  killed 
and  three  wounded.  General  Drummond  was  much  disappointed 
and  chagrined  at  the  failure  of  the  enterprize  of  the  3d  instant, 
against  fiuflklo,  ^our  riflemen  having  opposed  and  beaten  thenu 
Colonel  Tucker,  it  seems,  has  been  publicly  reprimanded  in  ge- 
neral orders. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War, 


UNrrED  STATES*  SHIP  SUPERIOR,  OPF  KINOSTON, 

August  10th,  1814. 

SIB, 

.  I  hav^  been  duly  honoured  with  your  letters  of  the  19th  and 
^th  of  July.    I  do  assure  you,  air,  that  I  have  never  been  under 
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tMj  pledge  ta  meet  geneni  Brown  at  the  heul  <if  the  Li^e  ;  int 

on  the  contrary,  when  we  parted  at  Sackfrtt's  Hartwr,  I  told  hn 
distinctly,  that  1  should  not  visit  the  head  of  the  Lake,  unless  the 
enemy's  fleet  did.  I  can  ascribe  the  intimation  of  ^neral  Browi^ 
that  he  expected  the  co-operation  of  the  fleet  to  no  other  motire^ 
than  a  cautious  attempt  to  provide  an  apology  for  the  pnUic, 
kgainst  anj  coatingent  disaster  to  which  his  armj'  might  oe  ex- 
{tosed. 

But,  sir,  if  any  one  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  topo- 
'  f  of  the  peninsula,  (the  scene  of  the  general's  operations,) 
I  discover  that  this  fleet  could  be  ot  no  more  service  toge- 
neral  Brown,  or  his  army,  than  it  could  to  an  army  in  Tenapice. 

General  Brown  has  never  been  able  to  penetrate  nearer  to  lake 
Ontario  than  Queenatown,  and  the  enemy  is  in  possession  of  dl 
the  intermediate  country ;  so  that  I  could  not  even  commnnic^ 
with  the  array,  but  by  a  circuitous  route  of  70  or  BO  miles. 

Admitting  general  Brown  could  have  invested  Fort  George,  dw 
only  service  he  could  have  derived  from  the  fleet,  would  be  oar 
preventing  the  supplies  of  the  enemy  from  entering  the  Niaait 
liver;  for  the  water  is  so  shallow,  that  the  lai^  vessels couldaot 
approach  within  two  miles  of  their  worke.  General  Brown  had 
therefore  two  abundantly  sufficient  reasons  for  not  expecting  the 
co-operation  of  Ihis  fleet;  it  was  not  promised  him— uufns 
chimerical  in  itself. 

My  fixed  determination  has  always  been  to  seek  a  meeting  wHk 
the  enemy  the  moment  the  fleet  was  ready,  and,  to  deprive  kin 
of  any  apology  for  not  meeting  me,  I  have  sent  four  guns  on  ^Mfa 
from  the  Superior,  to  reduce  ner  armament  in  number  to  an  eoaa- 
lity  with  the  Prince  Regent's,  yielding  the  advantage  of  AeirSS 
pounders.  The  Mnhawk  mounted  two  guns  less  than  the  Princill 
Chnrlntte,  and  the  Montreal  and  Niagara  are  equal  to  the  Om»- 
ral  Pike  and  Madison.  I  have  detached,  on  separate  serriccdl 
the  brigs ;  and  am  blockadins;  his  four  ships  with  our  four  slw^ib 
hopes  Qiat  this  may  induce  him  to  come  out. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCKT** 
noaoatable  William  Jonei,  ■ 

f  M  the  Navy.  ,,         ! 


inOTED  STATES'  SHIP  atJPERIOB,  OPP  KINGSTON, 
__,  August  lOili.  ISll. 

Great  anxiety  of  mind  and  severe  bodily  exertions  havcil 
lencth  broken  down  the  best  constitution,  and  sulije< 
violent  fever  that  confined  me  for  eighteen  days, 
was  no  more  to  be  foreseen  than  prevented,  but  \, . 
•erere  at  the  moment  it  happen»l,  as  it  indnced  t 
•raiz  days  in  the  Ufling  of  the  fleet 
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In  tiie  early  part  of  July,  I  expected  the  fleet  would  be  made 
ready  for  sailing  by  the  10th  or  15th ;  but  many  of  the  mechanics 
vcre  taken  sick,  and  amongst  them  the  block-makers  and  black- 
smiths, so  that  the  Mohawk  could  notbe  furnished  with  blocks  and 
iron  works  for  tiie  gun  and  spar  decks  before  the  24th  or  25tli 
ultimo,  when  she  was  reported  ready  by  captain  Jones.  As  con* 
siderable  anxiety  had  been  manifested  by  the  public  to  have  the 
fleet  on  the  lake,  I  should  have  asked  captain  Jones  to  take  charge 
of  it  and  so  out,  but  I  was  then  recovering  my  health,  and  was 
confident  I  should  be  able  in  three  or  four  days  to  go  on  board 
myself.  There  was  an  additional  reason  for  submitting  to  this 
delay  in  the  difficulty  I  found  in  making;  the  changes  of  comman- 
ders, neither  of  them  being  willing  to  be  separated  from  his  ofii- 
cers  and  men,  and  a  change  of  crews  through  the  fleet  being  inad* 
missible. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  3l8t  of  July,  I  was  taken  on  boai*d,  but 
it  was  calm,  and  I  did  not  sail  before  the  next  morning.  To  sa- 
tisfy at  once  whatever  expectations  the  public  had  been  led  to 
entertain  of  the  sufficiency  of  this  squadron  to  take  and  maintain 
the  ascendancy  on  this  lake,  and  at  the  same  time  to  expose  the 
futility  of  promises,  the  fulfilment  of  which  had  been  rested  on 
our  appearance  at  ^e  head  of  the  lake,  I  got  under  weigh  at  4 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  Ist  instant,  and  steered  tor  the 
mouth  of  the  Niagara.  Owing  to  light  winds,  I  did  not  arrive  oil 
there  before  the  5th.  There  we  intercepted  one  of  the  enemy's 
brigs,  running  over  from  York  to  Niagara  with  troops,  and  ran  her 
on  shore  about  six  miles  to  the  westward  of  Fort  George.  1  or- 
dered the  Sylph  in,  to  anchor  as  near  to  the  enemy  as  she  could 
with  safety,  and  to  destroy  her.  Captain  Elliot  run  ii^  in  a  very 
gallant  manner,  to  within  from  300  to  500  yards  of  her,  and  was 
about  anchoring,  when  the  enemy  set  fire  to  her  and  she  soon  after 
blew  up.  This  vessel  was  a  schooner  the  last  year,  and  called 
the  Beresford— since  they  altered  her  to  a  brig,  they  changed  her 
name,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  it.    She  mounted  14 

funs ;  1£  twenty -four  pound  carronades,  and  two  long  ninepoun- 
ers. 
Finding  the  enemy  had  two  other  bries  and  a  schooner  in  tkt 
Niagara  nver,  I  determined  to  leave  a  force  to  watch  them,  and 
selected  the  Jefferson,  Sylph  and  Oneida  for  that  purpose,  and 
placed  the  whole  under  the  orders  of  captain  Ridgely.  Having 
looked  into  York  without  discovering  any  vessel  oi  the  enemy,  I 
left  Niagara  with  the  remainder  of  the  squadron,  on  the  evening 
of  the  7th,  and  arrived  here  on  the  9th.  We  found  one  of  the 
enemy's  ships  in  the  offing,  and  chased  her  into  Kington. 

*•  My  anxiety  to  return  to  this  end  of  the  lake,  was  increased  by 
the  knowledge  I  had  of  the  weakness  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  and 

'  the  apprehension  that  the  enemy  might  receive  large  reinforce- 
ments at  Kingston,  and,  embarking  some  of  hb  troops  on  board 
bis  fleet»  make  a  dash  at  ikt  harbor  and  bun^  it  with  all  mj  stor^ 
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during  our  absence.  When  I  left  dte  harbor,  then  were  bat  about 
700  regular  troops  fit  for  duty.  It  is  true  a  few  militia  had  been 
catted  in,  but  little  could  be  expected  of  them  should  an  attack  be 
made.  My  apprehension,  it  seems,  was  grauTidless,  the  enemy 
having  contented  himself  with  annoying,  in  some  trifiiog  degree, 
the  coasters  between  Oswego  and  the  harbor  in  his  boats. 

1  cannot  forbear  expressing  the  regret  I  feel,  that  so  much  sen- 
sation has  been  excited  in  the  public  mind,  because  this  aquadnm 
did  not  sai)  so  soon  as  the  mse  heads  that  ronduct  our  newspapers 
have  presumed  to  think  I  ought.  1  need  not  surest  to  one  of 
our  experience,  that  a  man  of  war  may  appear  to  the  eye  of  a 
andsman,  perfectly  ready  for  sea,  when  she  is  deficient  in  many 
of  the  most  essential  points  of  her  armament,  nor  how  unworthy 
I  should  have  proved  myself  of  the  high  trust  reposed  in  me,  had 
I  ventured  to  sea  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  of  e(|iial  force,  without 
being  ready  to  meet  him  in  one  hour  after  my  anchor  was  weighed. 

It  ought  in  justice  to  be  recollected,  that  Ihe  building  and 
equipment  of  vessels  on  the  Atlantic,  are  unattended  by  anrof 
the  great  difficulties  which  we  have  to  encounter  on  this  lake; 
there  every  department  abounds  witli  facilities.  A  commander 
makes  a  requisition,  and  articles  of  every  description  are  fumid- 
ed  in  12  hours ;  but  this  fleet  has  been  built  and  fitted  in  tbt 
wilderness,  where  there  are  no  agents  and  chandlers'  shops  anri 
founderies,  &c.  &c.  to  supply  our  wants,  but  every  thing  is  to.Jn 
created ;  and  yet  I  shall  not  decline  a  comparison  of  what  bu 
been  done  here,  with  any  thing  done  on  the  Atlantic,  in  theboiM- 
hig  or  equipment  of  vessels.  The  Guerrierc,  for  instance,  hai 
been  building  and  fitting  upwards  of  twelve  months  in  the  dtjd 
Philadelphia,  and  is  not  yet  ready.  The  President  frigate  wert 
into  the  navy  yard  at  New  York,  for  some  partial  repairs,  a  Inr 
days  after  the  keel  of  the  Superior  was  laid  ;  since  then,  tw 
frigates  of  a  large  class  and  two  sloops  of  war  of  the  largest  clia^ 
have  been  buitt  and  fitted  here,  and  have  sailed  before  the  Vjtmir 
dent  is  ready  for  sea,  although  every  article  of  their  armament 
and  riaiging  nos  been  transported  from  New  York  in  despite  tt 
obstacles  almost  insurmountable.  I  wilt  go  further,  sir,  for  it  a 
due  to  the  unremitted  and  unsurpassed  exertions  of  those  vfn 
have  served  the  public  under  my  command,  and  will  challeii|t 
the  world  to  prociuce  a  parallel  instance,  in  wl'iicli  the  same  niUi* 
ber  of  vessels  of  such  dimensions  have  been  built  and  fitted  ia 
the  same  time  by  the  same  number  of  workmen. 

I  confess  that  I  am  mortified  in  not  having  miccceded  in  MtiH 
fying  the  expectations  of  the  public,  but  it  wuuld  be  infimlel; 
more  painful,  could  1  find  any  want  of  /.eal  or  exertion  in  my 
endeavours  to  serve  them,  to  which  I  could  in  any  degree  ii  ~  ~"' 
their  disappointment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  - 
ISAAC  CHAUNOS^ 
Bon.  Wa.  Joaa. 


9S9 
HEAD  QUARTERS,  FORT  ERIE,  August  13th,  1814. 

It  has  become  mj  painful  duty  to  announce  to  you  the  loss 
of  that  brave  and  excellent  officer  major  Morgan,  of  the  Ist  rifle 
regiment.  He  fell  at  the  head  of  his  corps,  in  an  affair  with  the 
enemy,  on  the  12th  instant,  after  a  display  of  gallantry  worthy  of 
the  corps,  and  meriting  the  gratitude  of  his  country. 

I  haa  desired  him  to  send  a  detachment  of  from  80  to  100  men 
to  cut  off  a  working  party,  supported  by  a  guard  of  the  enemy's 
light  troops,  engaged  in  opening  an  avenue  for  a  battery  in  our 
rear,  having  directed  to  have  his  corps  ready  to  support,  in  case 
the  enemy  should  be  reinforced.  The  detachment  was  command-* 
ed  by  captain  Birdsall,  who  attacked  and  drove  the  enemy;  but 
when  about  to  return  to  camp,  he  discovered  a  large  force  ap- 
proacliing.  The  firing  having  continued  longer  than  the  major 
expected,  he  moved  up  the  moment  the  enemy's  reinforcements 
made  their  appearance.  A  warm  conflict  ensued,  in  which  they 
were  forced  back,  but  discovering^  additional  reinforcements,  and 
receiving  my  order  to  fall  back,  on  the  appearance  of  a  large  force, 
the  major  gave  the  signal  with  his  bugle  to  retire ;  at  this  moment 
he  received  a  ball  in  his  head.  He  was  brought  from  the  field, 
together  with  his  men  who  were  killed  and  wounded.  Of  the 
former  were  two  riflemen  and  a  New  York  volunteer,  who,  unso- 
licited, accompanied  the  riflemen  with  a  small  party  of  his  corps, 
under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Goodfellow,  who,  I  am  informed, 
has  distinguished  himself  on  similar  occasions,  and  for  whom, 
permit  me  to  request  a  commission  in  one  of  the  rifle  regiments* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES. 

Uonoonble  SecretRiy  of  War. 


DEFEAT  OF  THE  BRITISH  AT  FORT  ERIE. 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  FORT  F.RIF.,  U,  C. 

August  15th,  18]4« 

SIR, 

My  heart  is  gladdened  with  gratitude  to  Heaven  and  joy  to 
my  country,  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  you  that  the  gallant 
army  under  my  command  has  this  momins  beaten  the  enemy  com- 
manded by  lieutenant  general  Drummond,  after  a  severe  conflict 
of  near  three  hours,  commencing  at  2  o'clock  this  morning.  They 
attacked  us  on  each  flank,  got  possession  of  the  salient  bastion  of 
the  old  fort  Erie,  which  was  regained  at  point  of  the  bayonet,  with 
a  dreadful  slaughter.  The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  ancl  prisoners, 
is  about  600 ;  near  300  killed.  Our  loss  is  considerable,  but  I 
think  not  one-tenth  2f>  great  as  that  of  the  enemy.    I  will  not 
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detkia  the  express  to  give  vou  the  particulan.    I  *™  pr«paii]H 
my  force  to  follow  up  the  blow. 

With  great  respect,  &c- 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES. 

Brig.  6en.  Comnumditig, 
Honourable  SecreUiy  <^  War. 


SIR, 


GENERAL  RIPLEY'S  REPORT. 

FORT  ERIE,  August  17tb,  1814. 


I  take  the  liberty  of  reporting  you  the  cause  of  operations  «■ 
the  left  Rank,  of  the  camp,  during  the  action  of  the  15th  iastut. 

Prom  indications  satisfactory  to  me,  1  was  persuaded  very  earir 
of  the  enemy's  design  of  attacking  as  in  our  position.  Before 
any  alarm,  I  caused  my  brigade  to  occupy  their  alarm  posts.  Oi 
the  first  fire  of  the  picket,  captain  Towson  opened  his  artilleir 
upon  them  from  fort  ^Vi^iama,  in  a  style  which  does  him  infinite 
credit.  It  was  continued  with  very  great  effect  upon  the  cnenr 
(luring  the  whole  action. 

The  enemy  advanced  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  attempted  ts 
enter  our  works  between  the  fort  and  water.  They  brought  uddui 
for  the  purpose  of  scaling,  and  in  order  to  prevent  their  troM 
from  resorting  to  any  other  course  excepting  the  baronet,  hMl 
caused  all  the  Bints  to  be  tdkcn  from  their  muskets.  The  calmn 
iliat  approached  in  this  direction  consisted  of  colonel  Fischer^ 
•ommand,  and  amounting  in  number  to  at  least  l.iOO  men  ;  uid, 
according  to  the  representations  of  prisoners,  they  uerc  2,0(0 
strong.  The  companies  posted  at  the  point  of  the  works,  which 
they  attempted  to  escalade,  were  captain  Ros»'s,  captain  Mjn- 
ten^s,  lieutenant  Bowman's,  and  lieutenant  Lamed's,  of  the  Hit 
regiment,  not  exceeding  350  men,  under  commamt  <if  major  Wood, 
of  the  engineer  corps.  On  the  enemy's  apprnnch  thor  opptifd 
their  musketry  upon  them  in  a  manner  the  most  powerful.  F«t 
Williams  and  this  little  band,  emitted  one  broad  uninterruptid 
flheet  of  light.  Tlie  enemy  were  repulsed.  Thev  rallied,  c<Be 
on  a  second  time  to  the  chaise,  and  a  party  wadecf  round  our  fine 
b.T  the  lake,  and  came  in  on  the  Itank  ;  but  a  res<-rve  of  tvio  cia- 
panies,  posted  in  the  commencement  of  the  actton  to  support  dot 
point,  marched  up  and  fired  upon  the  party,  who  were  all  killed  m 
taken.  Five  times  in  this  manner  did  the  enemy  advance  tii  Ilk 
charge ;  five  times  were  tlieir  columns  beaten  back  in  the  utmM 
confusion  by  a  force  one-sixth  of  their  numbers  ;  till  at  lengA 
finding  the  contest  unavailing,  they  retired.  At  tliis  point  n 
made  147  prisoners. 

During  the  conteNt  in  this  quarter,  the  lines  of  the  whole  «f  4ll 
left  wing  were  perfectly  lined,  in  addition  to  the  reserresj  all 
ftinndnivsctf  able  t«  detach  three  companies  of  the  ^^  ~ 
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Irom  the  left,  to  reinforce  the  troops  at  Fort  Erie,  viz :  captaia 
Wattles',  lieutenant  Cantine's,  and  Itentenant  Brown's  compa* 
nies,  and  one  of  the  19th  under  captain  Chunn.  Thej  were  in 
the  fort  during  the  time  of  the  explosion,  and  their  conduct  is 
highly  spoken  of  by  major  Brooke,  their  commanding  ofRcer. 
Indeed,  from  the  high  state  to  which  that  regiment  has  been 
brought  by  major  Brooke,  I  am  convinced  that  no  troops  will  behave 
better. 

In  submitting  to  your  view  the  conduct  of  the  troops  under  my 
•ommand  on  this  occasion,  I  find  every  thing  to  applaud,  nothing 
to  reprehend.  The  utmost  coolness  and  subordination  was  mani- 
fested, both  by  the  21st  and  23d  regiments.  To  major  Wood  I 
feel  particularly  indebted.  This  officer's  merits  are  so  well  known, 
that  approbation  can  scarcely  add  to  his  reputation.  He  has  the 
merit,  with  the  Spartan  band,  in  connexion  with  captain  Towson's 
artillery,  ef  defeating  a  vaunting  foe  of  six  times  his  force.  Ma- 
jor Brooke  did  every  thing  in  his  power;  and  it  affords  me  plea- 
sure at  all  times  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  commanding 
to  this  amiable  and  accomplished  officer. 

The  officers  commanding  companies  immediately  engaged,  have 
my  highest  commendation.  Their  conduct  was  most  judicious 
and  gallant.  I  cannot  refrain  from  adverting  to  the  manner  in 
which  captain  Towson's  artillery  was  served ;  I  have  never  seen 
it  equalled*  This  officer  has  so  often  distinguished  himself,  that 
to  say  simply  that  he  is  in  action,  is  a  volume  of  eulogium  ;  the 
army,  only  to  be  informed  he  is  there,  by  a  spontaneous  assent, 
are  at  once  satisfied  that  he  has  performed  well  his  part.  I  have 
no  idea  that  there  is  an  artillery  officer  in  any  service  superior  to 
him  in  the  knowledge  and  performance  of  his  duty. 

The  officers  I  have  mentioned  as  commanding  companies  of  the 
£lstand  23d  regiments,  are  particularly  commended  by  their 
commanding  officers.  Captain  Marston,  a  most  valuable  officer, 
commanded  a  first  line  of  three  companies  opposed  to  the  enemy's 
column.  Captain  Ropes  commanded  the  companies  of  reserve. 
Major  Wood  reports  m  the  highest  terms  of  the  good  conduct  of 
the  subalterns.  Lieutenant  Riddle,  of  the  15th,  attached  to  the 
'21st,  and  Hall,  and  ensigns  Bean,  Jones,  Cummin^,  and  Thomas, 
of  the  19th/  as  being  extremely  active,  and  performing  their  duties 
with  alacrity. 

The  manner  in  which  lieutenant  Belknap,  of  the  23d,  retired 
with  his  picket  guard  from  before  the  enemy's  column,  excites 
my  particular  commendation.  He  gave  orders  to  fire  three  times 
as  he  was  retreating  to  camp,  himself  bringing  up  the  rear.  In 
this  gallant  manner,  he  kept  the  light  advance  of  the  enemy  in 
cheeky  for  a  distance  of  two  or  three  hundred  yardi.  I  have  to 
regret,  that  when  entering  our  lines  after  his  troops,  the  enemy 
pushed  so  close  upoa  him  that- he  received  a  sfivcie  wound  from  a 
bayonet. 


LieufenRnt  Bushnel  knd  Cisaner.  of  the  19th.  while  nlluitl^ 

Engaged  with  the  enemv  st  Fort  Erie,  were  both  severely,  if  nat 
Biurtally,  wounded.  Their  coaduct  merits  the  warmest  appnitn- 
tion. 

Permit  me  to  recommend  to  jour  notice,  the  good  conduct  af 
iny  staff,  lieutenant  Kirby,  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  my  aid-de: 
camp,  and  lieutenant  Holding,  acting  bna;ade  major;  their  activity 
and  zeal  was  entirely  to  my  satisfaction. 

1  close  this  long  report,  with  stating  to  you,  In  the  highest  tenu 
of  approbation,  the  skllfulness  exhibited  by  doctor  Faller,  surgCM 
of  tlie  23d,  and  doctor  Trowbrid^,  surgeon  of  the  21st  infanby, 
with  their  mates  doctor  Gale,  of  the  236,  and  doctors  Everett  and 
Allen,  of  the  ^Ist;  theiractive,  humane,  and  judicious  treatmeot 
of  the  wounded,  both  of  the  enemy  and  of  our  own,  together  milk 
their  steady  and  constant  atteiitiuu  to  the  duties  of  their  station, 
must  have  attracted  your  personal  observation,  and  1  am  confidot 
will  receive  your  approbation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

E.  W.  RIPLEY. 
Brig.  Gen.  Camd'g  3d  Brigtit. 
Brigadier  genera]  Gaines. 


U.  S.  SlUP  ADAMS,  HAMPDEN,  (MAINE.) 
Auruit  22d.  1S14. 
SIR. 

On  the  16th,  at  noon,  our  latitude  by  I>.  R.  and  two  dflsUa 
altitudes  was  42  20,  and  the  longitude  determined  by  moriiinsan4 
evening  observations  of  a  chronometer,  which  had  four  amw 
proven  correct  within  10  miles  during  our  preceding  and  pretnt 
cruize,  was  66  54,  the  wind  was  fresh  from  snuth  south-west,  ud 
the  sea  smooth.  In  the  afternoon,  two  vessels  were  di^coveredia 
chase,  hut  at  such  a  distance  that  vii  could  not  n^certsin  tbnr 
force.  The  weather  became  very  foggy  at  night,  and  the  wind 
remaining  fresh  from  the  same  quarterTl  detcnnint^d  tu  push  Ur, 
some  port  of  Massachusetts  bay,  near  Portsmnuth,  and  ^terrtd, 
the  proper  course  for  that  purpose.  Deeming  it  extremely  pro- 
bable we  should  meet  some  of  the  enemy's  vessels  during  tte 
night,  our  prisoners  were  confined  in  the  hold,  and  our  ci'ew  n^ 
mained  at  quarters.  We  sailed  from  10  to  II  knui^  un  Lour,  iHl 
a  A.  M.  when,  as  I  expected  tu  be,  we  were  iu  T'i  fathoms  waitf* 
Our  estimated  distance  from  cape  Ann,  60  mlle>«.  At  4  A.  M. 
while  in  the  act  of  preparing  for  sounding  again,  tlie  louk-oatt 
forward,  announced  ureakers  ahead,  and  in  ^i  nioment  after,  At 
ship  struck  upon  a  rock,  going  U>\  knots.  Believing  it  imposaiUt 
she  could  bear  such  a  shock,  the  prison  era  were  first  released  frvA 
their  conRneiuent  below,  that  fney  might  have  u  chance  to  >an 
their  lives  in  common  with  ourselves  upon  the  rocky  shore,  wluck 
was  DOW  visible  about  SO  yards  distant.    On  ^oundii^  the  JR 
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M  tmusnal  quantity  of  water  was  at  first  discevered^  and  all  iaill 
were  laid  aback  in  hopes  of  forcing  the  ship  off.  It  was,  how< 
ever,  discovered  in  a  few  minutes,  she  was  leakine  so  fast  that  it 
was  deemed  proper  to  remain  on  the  rock  until  da j -light.  We 
accordingly  furled  the  lisht  sails,  and  clewed  up  courses  and  top- 
sails. Day  soon  enabled  us  to  distinguish  objects  through  the  fog, 
at  2  or  300  yards  distance,  and  to  ascertain  the  hopelessness  of 
savins  the  snip.  Her  cutwater  was  entirely  destroyed  below  the 
nine  loot  mark  ;  the  depth  of  water  under  ner  fore  foot,  between 
£ve  and  six  feet ;  forward  of  her  starboard  main  chains,  1 2  feet ; 
astern,  seven  fathoms,  into  which  the  ship  from  the  situation  of 
her  bows,  was  depressed  below  her  stern  ports.  The  wind  fresh 
and  a  number  of  rocks  just  to  leeward,  a  considerable  surf.  From 
the  small  portion  of  land  that  wad  visiblei  it  was  generally  be* 
lieved  to  be  the  nubble  of  cape  Neddock,  not  far  from  Portsmouth, 
Hoisted  out  our  boats,  sent  the  small  ones  to  seek  a  place  where 
a  landing  mi^ht  be  most  safely  effected.  In  the  mean  time,  en- 
gaged in  getting  our  sick  into  the  larger  boats,  with  their  bedding, 
clothes  and  provisions,  ready  for  landing.  The  boats  soon  re-* 
turned,  havin?  fortunately  discovered  a  small  chasm  in  the  rock 
capable  of  aiunitting  a  boat,  and  a  ravine  connected  with  it,  ia 
which  the  sick  might  be  sheltered  in  some  deeree  from  the  wea« 
ther.  Having  secured  the  safety  of  the  sick,  it  was  determined^ 
from  motives  of  humanity>  to  send  the  prisoners  next,  with  every 
thins  belonging  to  them,  and  with  sails,  tarpaulins  and  medicines 
for  me  further  comfort  of  the  sick.  A  surgeons'  mate  was  also 
sent,  and  the  charge  of  the  whole  committed  to  the  purser,  Mr. 
Rodgers.  Knowing  it  to  be  near  low  water  when  the  ship  struck, 
I  determined  to  make  every  effort  with  the  remaining  portion  of 
our  crew,  to  get  her  off,  when  the  tide  should  rise,  though  with 
little  hope  that  she  could  be  kept  long  above  water,  as  we  bad  as- 
certained the  leak  to  be  about  nine  feet  an  hour.  Our  only  kedge 
had  been  early  laid  out  on  our  weather  quarter  to  keep  her  as 
nearly  in  the  same  position  as  possible ;  and  our  only  heavy  an* 
chor  was  now  let  go  from  the  waist,  to  prevent  her  swinging  into 
very  deep  water,  should  she  go  off,  and  to  keep  her  from  the  rocks 
ana  reefs  to  leeward,  should  she  float.  At  10  A.  M.  it  became 
evident  that  the  tide  would  light  her  off,— ^furled  the  topsails  and 
light  square  sails ;  carried  the  kedge  out  from  the  bow,  two  cables 
lengths  off  shore,  and  continued  to  send  such  articles  out  of  the 
ship  as  we  could  most  conveniently  spare,  in  case  of  floatinffw 
After  some  heavy  strains,  at  half  past  10,  the  surf  lifted  her  off« 
and  she  swung  to  her  anchor.  Manned  all  the  pumps  and  found 
we  could  gain  upon  her.  The  flood  tide  being  nearly  done,  it  was 
necessary  to  get  her  under  weigh,  instantly  to  reap  the  advantages 
of  its  weather  current,  the  rocks  astern  and  to  leewai-d  nut  be- 
ing half  the  ship's  length  distant.  Hove  up,  canted  her  off*  shore 
Dnth  the  kedge  and  head  sails,  and  fortunately  passed  from  10  to 
.^0  yards  to  vrindward  of  the  rocks  and  reefs  which  extended 
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K about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  land.  AH  hands  were  em* 
Djed  at  the  pumps  and  sails,  during  the  night,  in  the  hope  of 
ing  able  to  reach  Portland  the  next  daj.  At  day  light,  the 
weather  was  clear,  and  jou  may  judge  our  surprise  at  discoveriiig 
ourselves  near  the  island  of  mount  Desart.  This  discovery  ex- 
cited the  greatest  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  our  companions.  Many 
of  the  islands  in  the  vicinity,  were  uninhabited — we  were  igno- 
rant on  which  they  were,  and  they  were  probably  exposed  to  all 
the  inclemencies  of  the  weather,  while  suffering  the  pain  of  that 
dreadful  disease  the  scurvy.  I  soon  fell  in  with  two  fishing  boats, 
both  of  which  1  despatched  in  search  of  them,  and  then  used 
every  possible  diligence  to  get  into  Penobscot  bay,  which  we  for- 
tunately effected  during  the  night;  and  I  had  the  happiness  to 
hear  the  next  morning,  diat  our  sick  companions  had  all  been 
safely  conveyed  to  Camden,  with  the  exception  of  one  who  hail 
expired.  My  first  intention  was  to  have  stopt  at  Castine,  but 
was  induced  to  proceed  to  this  place,  as  one  much  better  calcu- 
lated for  a  vessel  in  our  situation.  The  extent  of  the  injury 
which  she  has  received,  cannot  yet  be  known.  Our  pumps  art 
continually  in  motion.  I  have  procured  a  light  ship,  ann  shall 
take  every  thing  out  of  her,  and  then  lay  her  on  snore,  as  the 
only  means  of  ascertaining  her  damages  at  this  place.  1  cannot 
conclude  this  communication,  without  recommending,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  the  uncommon  good  conduct  of  the  omcers,  sea* 
men  and  marines  on  this  occasion.  Never  were  my  orders  exe< 
cuted  with  more  prpmutitude  or  less  confusion.  Their  coolness 
during  tlie  time  the  ship  was  upon  and  among  the  rocks,  could 
only  be  surpassed  by  tiieir  cheerful  endurance  of  unremitted  and 
the  most  fatiguing  labour.  Nothing  but  the  former  could  have 
rescued  her  from  her  perilous  situation,  and  but  for  the  latter, 
she  would  have  been  rescued  in  vain. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

C.  MORRIS. 
Hon.  Wm.  Jones. 


DEFENCE  OF  FORT  ERIE. 

HEAD  QUARTERS.  LEFT  WING,  2d  DIVISION, 

Fort  Erie,  U.  C.  August  23d»  1814. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  communicate,  for  the  information  of 
the  department  of  war,  the  particulars  of  the  battle  fought  at  this 
place,  on  the  15th  instant,  between  the  left  wing  of  the  Sd  divi- 
sion of  the  northern  army,  under  my  command,  and  the  British 
forces  in  the  peninsula  of  Upper  Canada,  commanded  by  lieute- 
nant general  Drummond,  which  terminated  in  a  signal  victory  in 
iavoor  of  the  United  American  arms. 
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Our  position  on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Kias;ara  river,  beins  nearly  a  horizontal  plain,  twelve  or  fifteen 
feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  Dosf^essing  few  natural  ad- 
vantages, had  been  strengthened  in  fro!it  by  temporary  parapet 
breast  works,  entrenchments  and  abattis,  with  two  batteries  and 
six  field  pieces.  The  small  unfinished  fort,  Erie,  with  a  24,  18; 
and  12  pounder,  forms  the  north-east,  and  the  Douglass  battery, 
with  an  18  and  6  pounder  near  the  edge  of  the  lake,  the  south-east 
angle  of  our  ri^ht.  The  left  is  defended  by  a  redoubt  battery, 
with  six  field  pieces  just  thrown  up  on  a  small  ridge.  Our  rear 
was  left  open  to  the  lake,  bordered  by  a  rocky  shore  of  easy  as- 
cent. Tne  battery  on  the  left  was  defended  by  captain  Tow- 
son  ;  fort  Erie,  by  captain  Williams,  M'ith  major  Trimble's  com- 
mand of  the  19th  inlantry;  the  batteries  on  the  front,  by  cap- 
tains Biddle  and  Fanning ;  the  whole  of  the  artillery  commanded 
by  major  Hindman.  Parts  of  the  11th,  9th,  and  SSd  infantry 
(of  the  late  veteran  brigade  of  major  general  Scott)  were  posted 
on  the  right,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  colonel  Aspinwall. 
General  Ripley's  brigade,  consisting  of  the  21st  and  23d,  defend^ 
cd  the  left.  General  Porter's  brigade  of  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers,  with  our  distinguished  riflemen,  occnpied  the 
centie. 

I  have  [heretofore  omitted  stating  to  you,  that  during  the  13th 
and  14th,  the  enemy  had  kept  up  a  brisk  cannonade,  which  was 
sharply  returned  from  our  batteries,  without  any  considerable 
loss  on  our  part.  At  6  P.  M.  one  of  their  shells  lodged  in  a 
small  magazine  in  fort  Erie,  which  was  fortunately  almost  empty. 
It  blew  up  with  an  explosion  more  awful  in  appearance,  thiin  in- 
jurious in  its  effects,  as  it  did  not  disable  a  man,  or  derange  a  gun. 
It  occasioned  but  a  momentary  cessation  of  the  thunders  of^the 
artillery  on  both  sides ;  it  was  followed  by  a  loud  and  joyous 
shout  by  the  British  army,  which  was  instantly  returned  on  our 
part,  and  captain  Williams,  amidst  the  smoke  of  the  explosion, 
renewed  the  contest  by  an  animated  roar  of  his  heavy  cannon. 

From  the  supposed  loss  of  our  ammunition,  and  the  consequent 
depression  such  an  event  was  likely  to  produce  upon  the  minds  of 
our  men,  I  felt  persuaded  that  this  explosion  would  lead  the 
enemy  to  assault,  and  made  my  arrangements  accordingly.  The 
annexed  paper  No.  ],is  a  copy  of  lieutenant  general  Drummond's 
order,  and  plan  of  attack.  [Not  published.] 

The  night  was  dark,  and  the  early  part  of  it  raining,  but  the 
faithful  sentinel  slept  not ;  one  third  of  the  troops  were  up  at 
their  posts.  At  half  past  two  o'clock,  the  right  column  of  the 
enemy  approached,  and  though  enveloped  in  darkness  black  as 
his  designs  and  principles,  was  distinctly  heard  on  our  left,  and 
promptly  marked  by  our  musketry  pnder  major  Wood,  and  can- 
non under  captain  Towson.  Being  mounted  at  the  moment,  I  re- 
•  paired  to  the  point  of  attack,  where  the  sheet  of  fire  rolling  fronik 
Towson 's  battery,  and  the  musketry  of  the  left  wing  of  the  21st 


ihfantiT'  under  major  'Wood,  enabled  me  to  bm  the  cnemT*«  c*m 
lamn  of  about  1500  mea  upprosching  on  that  point;  hia  advuica. 
was  Dot  checked,  until  it  nad  approached  within  ten  feet  of  ow 
infantry.  A  line  of  loose  brush  representing  an  abattis  only  in- 
tervened ;  a  column  uf  the  enemj  attempted  to  pasa  round  tha 
mbattis  through  the  water,  where  it  was  nearlv  breast  deep.  A»- 
preh ending  that  this  point  woald  be  carried,  I  ordered  a  detact- 
ment  of  riflemen  and  infantry  to  its  support,  but  having  met  witb 
ihe  eallant  commander,  raajor  Wood,  was  assured  \tj  him  that  ha 
aoiild  defend  his  position  without  reinforcemeuta.  At  this  m»- 
mentthe  enemy  were  repulsed,  but  instantly  renewed  the  chaige 
snd  were  again  repulsed.  M^  attention  was  now  called  to  tba 
right,  where  our  batteries  and  lines  were  soon  lighted  by  a  moat 
bnlliant  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry  ;  it  announced  the  approach 
•r  the  centre  and  left  columns  of  the  eneinv,  under  coloneU  Dnm* 
mond  and  Scott;  the  latter  was  recei\ea  by  the  veteran  9tfa,  nn- 
der  the  command  of  captain  Foster,  and  captains  Broughton  and 
Harding's  companies  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  voluntren, 
aided  by  a  six  pounder  judiciouslv  posted  by  major  M'Ree,  chief 
engineer,  who  was  mast  active  and  useful  at  this  point ;  they  wen 
repulsed.  That  of  the  centre,  led  by  colonel  Drummond,  waaoii 
long  kept  in  check  ;  it  approached  at  unce  every  assailable  pnit 
of  Sie  fort,  and  with  scaling  ladders  ascended  the  parapet,  bat 
was  repulsed  with  dreadful  carnage.  The  assault  was  twice  n- 
peated,  and  as  often  checked,  but  the  enemy  having  moved  rwuA 
the  ditch  covered  by  darkness,  added  to  the  heavy  cloud  of  amok* 
which  had  rolled  fram  our  cannon  and  musketry,  envelupiiw  wr- 
rounding  objects,  repeated  the  charge,  re-ascended  the  lament ' 
their  pikes,  nayonets  and  spears  fell  upon  our  eallant  artilleristi. 
The  gallant  spirits  of  our  favourite  captain  Wdliams  and  lieato-.., 
nants  M'Donough  and  Watmough,  with  their  brave  men,  wcnjb 
overcome.  The  two  former,  and  several  of  their  men,  received 
deadly  wounds.  Our  bastion  was  lost;  lieutenant  M'Douoaght 
being  severely  wounded,  demanded  quarter;  it  was  refused  tif 
colonel  Drummond.  The  lieutenant  then  seized  a  hand  spika 
and  nobly  defended  himself  until  he  was  shot  don  n  u  ith  a  pisiol 
by  the  monster  who  had  refused  him  quarter,  who  often  reiter>K4 
the  order — "  give  the  damned  yankees  no  quarter,"  This  officcTi  ■ 
whose  bravery,  if  it  had  been  seasoned  with  virtue,  would  han 
ontitled  him  to  the  admiration  of  every  soldier.  This  liardeaal 
murderer  soon  met  his  fate.     He  was  shot  through  tlie  breast  Iff  ^ 

— —  — of  the    ■-     regiment,  while  repeating  the  o-*— — 

•'•togive  no  quarter." 

The  battle  now  raged  with  increased  fury  on  the  right,  h_ 
the  left  the  enemy  was  repulsed  and  put  to  fli^t.  ThenM„^ 
from  the  centre,  lordered  reinforcements.  They  were  prompt 
Sent  by  brigadier  general  Ripley,  and  brigadier  [general  Fortcf. 
Captain  Fanning,  of  the  corps  ot^^artillery,  kept  up  a  spirited  and 
4atractir«  fire  with  liis  field  pieces,  oa  the  enwnjr  at*       -  -  - 


approach  the  fort.  Major  Hindman V  gallant  effbrtg,  aided  by 
major  Trimble,  having  failed  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  bastion^ 
with  the  remaining  artillerists  and  infantry  in  the  fort,  captaia  . 
Birdsall,  of  the  4tn  rifle  regiment,  with  a  detachment  of  riflement ; 
gallantry  rushed  in  through  the  gateway  to  their  aHsistance,  and  . 
with  some  infantry,  charged  the  enemy,  but  was  repulsed,  and  the 
captain  severely  wounded.  A  detachment  from  the  11th,  19th,  ' 
and  22d  infantrv,  under  captain  Foster,  of  the  11th,  were  intro-  . 
dnced  over  the  interior  bastion,  for  the  purpose  of  charging  the 
enemy.  Major  Hall,  assistant  inspector  general,  very  handsomely 
tendered  his  services  to  lead  the  cliarge.  The  charge  was  gallantly 
made  by  captain  Foster  and  major  Hall,  but  owing  to  the  narrow^ 
ness  of  the  passaj^e  up  to  the  bastion,  admitting  only  two  or  three 
men  abreast,  it  failed.  It  was  often  repeated,  and  as  often  checked  ; 
the  enemy's  force  in  the  bastion  was,  however,  much  cut  to  pieces 
and  diminished  by  our  artillery  and  small  arms.  At  this  moment 
every  operation  was  arrested  by  the  explosion  of  some  cartridges 
deposited  in  the  end  of  the  stone  building  adjoining  the  contested 
bastion.  The  explosion  was  tremendous — it  was  decisive ;  the 
bastion  was  restored.  At  this  moment,  captain  fiiddle  was  or- 
dered to  cause  a  field  piece  to  be  posted  so  as  to  enfilade  the  ex- 
terior plain  and  salient  glacis.  The. captain,  though  not  recovered 
from  a  severe  contusion  in  the  shoulder,  received  from  one  of  . 
the  enemy's  shells,  promptly  took  his  position,  and  served  his 
field  piece  with  vivacity  and  effect.  Captain  Fanning's  battery 
likewise  played  up(m  them  at  this  time  with  great  effect.  The 
enemy  were  in  a  few  moments  entirely  defeated,  taken  or  put  to 
flight,  leaving  on  the  field  222  killed,  174  wounded,  and  186  pri« 
soners.  A  large  portion  are  so  severely  wounded,  that  they  can^ 
not  survive ;  the  slightly  wounded,  it  is  presumed,  were  carried 
ofl: 

To  brigadier  general  Ripley,  much  credit  is  due  for  the  judi- 
cious disposition  of  the  lelt  wing,  previous  to  the  action,  and  foe 
the  steady  disciplined  courage  manifested  by  him  and  his  imme- 
diate command,  and  for  the  promptness  with  which  he  complied 
with  my  orders  for  reinforcement  during  the  action.  Brigadier 
general  Porter,  commanding  the  New  York  and  Pennsylvania 
Yolunteers,  manifested  a  degree  of  vigilance  and  judgment  in  his 
preparatory  arrangements,  as  well  as  military  skill  and  courage  ia 
the  action,  which  proves  him  to  be  worthy  the  confidence  of  his  coun- 
try, and  the  brave  volunteers  who  fougnt  under  him.  Of  tlie  volun- 
teers, captains  Broughton  and  Harding  with  their  detachn.ents  post- 
ed on  the  right,  and  attached  to  the  line  commanded  by  captain  £». 
Foster,  of  the  veteran  9th  infantry,  handsomely  contributed  tw 
the  repulse  of  the  left  column  of  the  enemy  under  colonel  Scott* 

The  judicious  preparations  and  steady  conduct  ot  lieutenant 
colonel  Aspinwall,  commanding  the  first  brigade^  merit  approha* 
tion. 
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To  major  M'Ree,  chief  engineer,  the  grefttett  credit  la  Am  hr' 

the  eicellent  arrangement  and  skilful  eiecution  of  his  pluu  far 
fortifying  and  defending  the  right,  and  for  his  correct  and  aeamm- 
able  sug°;c8tion9  to  regain  the  bastion.  Major  Wood,  of  the  en- 
gineers, also  great! jr  contributed  to  the  previous  measarea  rf  de- 
fence. He  has  accepted  the  command  ot  a  regiment  of  infurtn, 
(tlie  21st,)  for  which  he  has  often  proved  himself  well  qnaliCH, 
but  never  so  conspicuously  as  on  this  occasion. 

Towson's  battery  emitted  a  constant  sheet  of  fire.  Wood^ 
email  arms  lighted  up  the  space,  and  repuhed  five  terrible  thmti 
made  between  the  ballery  and  the  lake.  Brigadier  geoenl  Ri»- 
ley  speaks  in  high  terms' of  the  ofBcen  and  men  engaced,  pun* 
cu'larly  captains  Marston  and  Ropes,  lieutenantB  Riddle  (of  d» 
15th,  doing  duty  with  the  3lHt}  and  Hall ;  ensigna  Benn,  ioHl^ 
Cummiiig»  and  Thuroas  of  the  Slst,  and  Keal^  and  Green  <f 
tlie  19th. 

)fajor  Hindman,  and  the  whole  of  the  artillery  under  tite  cm- 
mand  of  that  esLccllent  officer,  displayed  a  degree  of  leiallaotij 
and  good  conduct  not  to  be  surpassed.  The  particular  sitntiM 
of  captain  Towson,  and  the  much  lamented  captain  AVilliiat 
and  lieutenant  M'Donough,  and  that  of  lieutenant  WatraDugli,i9 
already  described,  with  tlieir  respective  commands,  rendered  dm 
most  conspicuons.  The  courage  and  good  conduct  of  lieoteout 
Zaiitzin^er  and  lieutenant  Childs,  is  spoken  of  in  high  termt  bf 
major  Hindman  and  captain  Towson,  as  also  that  of  seijoBit 
inaior  Denhon.  Captains  Biddle  and  Fanning,  on  the  centn  ml 
right  of  their  entrenchments,  threw  their  shot  to  the  right,  icA 
and  front,  and  annoyed  the  Indians  and  light  troops  of  theeaeBy 
approaching  from  the  woods.  Lieutenant  Fimtaine  inhi^zcallt 
meet  the  enemy,  was  unfortunately  wounded  and  made  prisoDcr. 
Lieutenant  Bird  was  active  and  useful,  and  in  fact  every  todni- 
dunl  belonging  to  the  corps  did  their  dulv. 

The  detachment  of  Scott*s  gallant  brigade,  consisting  of  pull 
of  the  9lh,  nth  and  !2^d  infantry,  did  its  duty  in  a  miuinertnirf^ 
the  high  reputation  the  brigade  had  acquired  at  Chippewa, udtf 
the  falls  of  Niagara.  The  9th,  under  the  command  of  a^ 
Edmund  Foster,  was  actively  engaged  against  the  left  W^ 
enemy,  and  with  the  aid  of  lieutenant  Huudass's  corns  oCV^ 
bardeirs,  commanding  the  water  battery,  anil  of  that  ofthe 
teers,  under  captains  B  rough  ton  and  H-irdin^;,  effected 
pulse.  The  j^uod  conduct  of  lieutenants  Childs,  CasI 
root,  and  cnMgn  Blake,  deserves  comraendatiun. 

The  officers  killed,  are  captain  Williams  nnd  Hi^utenant'. 
noughuf  the  artillery.  Wounded,  lieuli'uant  Watmonrfi 
artillery;  ensign  Cissney  19th  ;  lieutenant  Bushnel  21»Q'J 
Hants  Brown  and  Belknap  £3d ;  and  captain  BirdaaU,>4| 
regiment,  all  severely. 

Lieutenant  Fontaine  of  the  artillery,  nho  was  taki 
writes  from  the  Britiih  camp,  that  he  fortanatetjr  "^ 
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tiatids  of  the  Indians,  who»  after  taking  his  money^'treated  hin 
kindly.  It  would  seem,  then,  that  these  savages  had  not  joined 
in  the  resolution  to  give  no  quarter. 

To  Major  Jones,  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  major  Hall, 
Assistant  inspector  general ;  captain  Harris  of  the  dragoons,  vo- 
lunteer aidnde-camp;  lieutenant  Belton,  aid-de-camp,  much 
credit  is  due  for  their  constant  vigilance  and  strict  attention  to 
every  duty  previous  to  the  action,  and  the  steadv  courage,  zeal 
and  activity,  which  they  manifested  during  the  act^.on. 

The  surgeons,  doctors  Fuller  23d,  Trowbrid3;e  21  st,  with  their 
mates ;  doctors  Gale  of  the  2Sd,  and  Everitt  and  Allen  of  the 
2l8t,  deserve  the  warmest  approbation,  for  their  indefatigable  ex- 
ertions and  humane  attention  to  the  wounded  of  our  army,  as 
well  as  to  the  prisoners  who  fell  into  their  hands. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

E.  P.  GAINES,  BHg.  Gen.  Comdg. 
Hod.  John  Annstrong,  Secretary  of  War. 

Report  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  taken  at  the  battle 

of  Erie,  U.  C.  August  I5th,  1814. 

Killed,  left  on  the  field,  222 — wounded,  left  on  the  field,  174 — 
prisoners,  186.     Grand  total,  582. 

Two  hundred  supposed  to  be  killed  on  the  left  flank,  near 
Snake  Hill  (in  the  water)  and  permitted  to  float  down  the  Nia- 
Mra.  The  number  on  the  right  flank,  near  the  woods,  could  not 
be  ascertained. 

■     Given  at  the  inspector  general's  office.  Fort  Erie,  Upper  Ca* 

iiada* 

NATHL.  N.  HALL, 

•Assist.  Inspt.  Qen, 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  P.  Gaines,  &e. 


HEAD  QUAHTERS,  FORT  ERIE,  UPPER  CANADA, 

August  26th,  1814: 

SIR, 

In  my  report  of  the  battle  of  the  15th  instant,  I  inadvertent- 
ly omitted  the  names  of  captain  Chunn  of  the  19th,  lieutenants 
.JSowman  and  Lamed,  of  the  21st,  and  Jewittofthe  1 1th  infantry, 
as  also  mj  brigade  major,  lieutenant  Gleason;  each  of  whom 
bore  a  conspicuous  part  m  the  action,,  and  whom  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  to  your  notice.  Lieutenants  Bowman  and  Lamed 
commanded  companies  in  the  21st,  which  so  ealiantly  beat  the 
enemy's  right  cofumn.  Captain  Chunn  with  his  company  was 
doing  duty  with  the  same  regiment  i  also  omitted  mentioning 
that  a  part  of  this  regiment  pursued  the  enemy's  right  upwards 
of  a  mue,  and  took  100  prisoners ;  his  left  was  also  pursued,  and 


Iftore  than  an  hundred  priBOnen  were  taken 'Mi^tt^otlfWtllb 
Thene  f«cU  prove,  that  the  affair  was  not  merely  a  AfJrMt  of  Au' 
position,  or  a  mere  repulse  of  the  enemy,  «h  I  find  it  called  bj 
some.  As  regaids  myself,  1  am  satisfied  with  the  resaU,  md  n 
not  disposed  to  make  any  difficulty  about  the  name  by  which  the 
affair  may  be  called ;  but  it  is  due  to  the  brave  men  I  have  tte 
'honour  to  command,  that  1  should  say,  that  the  affair  w«s  to  the 
enemy  a  sore  beating  and  a  defeat,  and  it  was  to  us  a  banJaomt 
mttory. 

Our  position  is  |;rowing  stronger  every  day  by  die  exo-tioas  vf 
majors  M'Ree  and  Wbod,  anif  the  officers  and  men  generally. 
We  keep  up  a  smart  cannonade.  One  of  the  enemy's  (Mckeb 
yesterday  approached  nearer  to  ours  than  usual.  Major  Brooks, 
officer  of  the  day,  added  1 00  men  to  our  picket,  attacked  and  dnM 
them  in  with  considerable  loss;  the  major  brought  in  about  30 
musketa.  In  this  affair,  however,  we  hai  e  to  lament  the  tow  if 
another  gallant  officer,  captain  Wattles,  of  the  33d  ;  our  loss  wu 
otherwise  inconsiderable. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
E.  P.  GAINES, 
SrigadUr  Genrral  ( 
■Hod.  John  Annitron{f,  SecreUry  of  War. 


BATTLE  OF  BLADKNSBURG. 

BALTIMORE,  AuRUft  ZTth,  IS14. 

When  the  enemy  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  Potomac,  of  lOtlM 
militia  which  1  had  been  authorized  to  assemble  there  wen  M 
about  1,700  in  the  field,  from  13  to  1400under  gener.il  Stansborr 
near  this  place,  and  about  250  at  Bladensbui^,  under  lieutenast 
colonel  Kramer;  the  slow  progress  of  draft,  anil  tlie  imperfett 
organization,  with  the  ineffectiveness  of  the  laws  to  compel  thefl 
to  turn  out,  rendered  it  impossible  to  have  procured  more. 

The  militia  of  tliis  state,  and  tlie  contiguous  parts  of  Virgiina 
and  Pennsylvania,  were  called  on  en  iima^e,  but  the  former  raiEcia 
law  of  Pennsylvania  had  eipired  on  the  1st  of  June  or  July.aal 
the  one  adopted  in  its  place  is  not  to  take  effect  in  organizing fte 
mililja  before  October.  No  aid,  tlierefore,  has  been  roccived  UHB 
that  sUte.  • 

After  all  the  force  that  could  be  put  at  my  disposal  in  that  «hlA 
time,  and  making  such  dispositions  as  I  deemed  best  calcaltul 
to  present  the  moat  respectable  force  at  whatever  puJiit  theeiHnf 
iniglit  strike,  I  was  enabled  by  tlie  most  active  and  jiarnanig 
movements  of  the  troops,  to  interpose  before  the  encmv  alBti- 
deusburg,  about  50U0  men,  includmg  550  regulars,  and  cAmni»- 
dore  barney's  command.  Much  the  largest  portion  of  this  force 
arrived  on  the  ground  when  the  enemy  were  io  aight,  BHi  mM 
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JdispMei  to  support  in  the  best  manner  the  position  which  geneni 
Stansbury  had  taken.  They  had  barely  reached  the  ground  be« 
fore  the  action  commenced,  which  was  about  one  o'clock,  P.  M» 
of  the  d4th  instant,  and  continued  about  an  hour. 

The  contest  was  not  as  obstinately  maintained  as  could  ha^ 
been  desired,  but  was  by  parts  of  the  troops  sustained  with  great 
spirit  and  with  prodigious  effect,  and  had  the  whole  of  our  force 
been  equally  firm,  I  am  induced  to  believe  the  enemy  Would  have 
been  repulsed  notwithstanding  all  the  disadvantages  under  which 
we  fougnt.  The  artillery  from  Baltimore,  supported  by  major 
Pinkney's  rifle  battalion  and  a  part  of  captain  Doughty's  nx>m  the 
.  Navv  Yard^  were  in  advance  to  command  the  pass  ot  the  bridge 
at  Bladensburg,  and  played  upon  the  enemy,  as  I  have  since  ieam- 
•  ed,  with  very  destructive  effect;  but  the  nfle  troops  were  obliged 
after  some  time  to  retire,  and  of  course  artillery.  Superior  numbers^ 
however,  rushed  upon  them  and  made  their  retreat  necessary,  not 
however  without  great  loss  on  the  part  of  the  enemj.  Major 
Pinkney  received  a  severe  wound  in  his  right  arm,  after  he  had 
retired  to  the  left  flank  of  Stansbury's  brigade.  The  right  and 
centre  of  Stansbury's  bri^de,  consisting  of  lieutenant  colonel 
Ragan's  and  Shutez's  regiments,  generally  gave  way  very  soon 
afterwards,  with  the  exception  of  about  forty  rallied  by  colonel 
Ragan,  after  having  lost  his  horse  and  a  whole  or  apart  of  captain 
Trower's  company,  both  of  whom  general  Stansbury  represents 
to  have  made,  even  thus  deserted,  a^allant  stand.  The  fiul  which 
lieutenant  colonel  Ragan  received  from  his  horse,  together  with 
his  great  efforts  to  sustain  his  position,  rendered  him  unable  to 
follow  the  retreat ;  we  have,  therefore,  to  lameirt  that  this  gallant 
and  excellent  officer  has  been  taken  prisoner.  He  has,  however^ 
been  paroled,  and  1  met  him  here  recovering  from  the  bruises 
occasioned  by  his  fall.  The  loss  of  his  services  at  this  moment 
ie  serious.  The  5th  Baltimore  regiment,  under  lieutenant  colond 
Sterret,  being  the  left  of  brigadier  general  Stansbury's  brigade^ 
still,  however,  stood  their  ground,  and  except  for  a  moment, 
when  part  of  them  recoiled  a  few  steps,  remained  firm  and  stood 
until  ordered  to  retreat  with  a  view  to  prevent  them  from  being 
out  flanked. 

The  reserve  under  brigadier  general  Smith,  of  the  district  of 
Columbia,  with  the  militia  of  the  city  and  Georgetown,  with  the 
regulars  and  some  detachments  of  the  Maryland  militia,  flanked 
on  their  right  by  commodore  Barney  and  his  brave  fellows,  and 
lieutenant  colonel  Beall,  still  were  to  the  right  on  the  hill  and 
maintained  the  contest  for  some  time  with  flrreat  effect. 

It  is  not  with  me  to  report  the  conduct  of  commodore  Barney 
and  his  command,  nor  can  I  speak  from  observation,  being  too  re- 
mote ;  but  the  concurrent  testimony  of  all  who  did  observe  them, 
does  them  the  highest  justice  for  meir  brave  resistance,  and  the 
destructive  eff*ect  they  produced  on  the  enemr.    Cennnodere 
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Banie7<'^^')'^i''S'**'^'''^  horse,  took  post  netr  one  of  his  nnib 
and  there  unfortanately  received  "a  severe  wound  in  the  uigk, 
and  he  also  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Captain  Miller,  of'marines,  was  wounded  in  the  arm  fighting 
bra*elf.  From  the  best  intelligence  there  remains  but  little  dosbt 
tkat  the  enemy  lost  at  least  four  hundred  killed  and  wonndcd,  aal 
•f  these  a  very  unusual  portion  killed.  Our  loss  cannot,  I  think, 
be  estimated  at  more  than  from  thirty  to  forty  killed,  and  fif^  ir 
aixty  wounded. 

Von  will  readily  understand  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  t* 
neak  minutely  of  the  merit  or  demerit  of  particular  tnMfiB  §• 
little  known  to  me  from  their  recent  and  hasty  assemblage.  My 
■abwqnent  movements,  for  the  purpose  of  preserringaa  macbif 
vy  force  as  possible,  gaining  reinforcements  and  protect!^  tin 
place,  you  already  know. 

I  have  the  bononr  to  be,  &c. 

WM.  H.  WINDER. 
firi^.  Geii.  Comdg.  lOtft  JL  B. 

T.  S.  We  have  to  lament  that  captain  Sterret,  of  the  5th  Bal- 
timore regiment,  has  also  been  wounded,  but  is  doing  well ;  otb« 
offlf  en,  no  doubt,  deserve  notice,  but  1  am  as  yet  unable  to  pu- 
ticnlarize. 
Hoo.  Jolm  ArnBtTong,  Seerctai]'  of  War. 


NAW  YARD,  WASHINGTON,  Angutt  3rth,  1«4 
SIR, 

After  receiving  your  orders  of  the  24th,  directing  the  public 
ahiming,  stores,  &c.  at  this  establishment,  to  be  dcst  i-n yed,  in  case 
of  the  success  of  the  enemy  over  our  army,  no  time  wa»  lustil 
Making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  finngtite  whole,  and  fft- 
paring  boats  for  departing  from  the  yard,  aa  yoa  liaA  sv^fHtL 
About4  P.  M.  I  received  a  message  by  an  oflirer,  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  with  information  that  he  coulii "  protect  me  W 
longer."  Soon  after  thi«,  I  was  informed  that  the  conflagraiiv 
of  the  Elastern  Branch  bridge  had  commenced;  .ind,  in  a  f«* 
ninutes,  the  explosion  announced  the  blowini^iip  of  that  part  oa^  , 
tfae  "  draw,"  an  had  been  arranged  in  the  morning.  ,^Xj 

It  had  been  promulgated,  as  much  as  in  my  power,  amoo^  J^| 
inhabitants  of  the  vicinity,  the  intended  fate  lil  the  yard,  in  M^B 
that  they  mi^t  take  every  possible  precaution   for  tlie  saFf^^F* 
themselves,  families,  and  property.     Immediaiely  several  in£^ 
^taU  came,  in  successiop,  endeavoring  to  pro  ail  no  me  to  deriitb 
from  my  instructions,  which  they  were  invariably  informed  «tf 
naavailing,  unless  thev  could  bring  me  your  Inst  ructions  in  writ- 
ing, eount^rmanding  tKose  previously  given.  A  deputation  alao«f 
the  moat  respectable  women  came  on  the  same  ernind,  who  I 


fimnd  myself  painfvUj  necessitated  to  inform  them  that  ant  (u- 
^er  importunities  would  cause  the  matches  to  be  instantij  ap- 

{lied  to  the  trains,  with  assurance,  however,  that  if  left  at  peace, 
would  delay  the  execution  of  the  orders  as  long  as  I  could  fed 
^e  least  shadow  of  justification.  Captain  Creighton's  arrival  at 
the  yard,  with  the  men  who  had  been  with  him  at  the  bridge,  (pro- 
bably about  5  o'clock,)  would  have  justified  me  in  instant  opera- 
tion ;  but  he  also  was  strenuous  in  the  desire  to  obviate  the  intend- 
ed destruction,  and  volunteered  to  ride  out  and  gain  me  positive 
information,  as  to  the  position  of  the  enemy,  under  the  hope  that 
€Nir  army  might  have  rallied  and  repulsed  them.  I  was  myself, 
indeed,  desirous  of  delay,  for  the  reason  that  tlie  wind  was  then 
blowing  fresh  from  the  south  south  west,  which  would  most  probably 
have  caused  the  destruction  of  all  the  private  property  north  and 
east  of  the  yard,  in  its  neighbourhood*  I  was  of  opinion,  also, 
that  the  close  of  the  evening  would  bring  with  it  a  calm,  in  which 
happily  we  were  not  disap}K)mted.  Other  gentlemen,  well  mount- 
ecf)  volunteered,  as  captain  Creighton  had  done,  to  ^o  out  and 
bring  me  positive  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  situation,  if  pos- 
sible to  obtain  it. 

The  evening  came,  and  I  waited  with  much  anxiety  the  return 
of  captain  Creighton.  having  alniost  continual  information  that 
the  enemy  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  marine  barracks,-— 
at  the  capitol  hill — and  that  their  **  advance"  was  near  George- 
town.   I  therefore  determined  to  wait  only  until  half  past  8 
o'clock,  to  commence  the  execution  of  my  orders,  becoming  ap- 
prehensive that  captain  Creighton  had.  from  his  long  stay,  tallen 
^atothe  hands  of  tne  enemy.    During  thb  delay,  1  ordered  a  few 
marines,  and  other  persons  who  were  then  near  me.  to  go  off  ia 
one  of  the  small  gaUies«  which  was  done,  and  the  boat  is  saved* 
Colonel  Wharton  had  been  fiirnished  with  a  light  boat,  with  which 
he  left  the  yard,  probably  between  7  and  8  o'clock.    At  twenty 
minutes  past  8  capttin  Creighton  returned ;  he  was  still  extreme- 
ly averse  to  tlie  destruction  of  the  property,  but  having  informed 
bim  that  your  orders  tome  were  imperative,  the  proper  dispositioa 
of  the  boats  being  made,  the  matches  were  applied,  and  in  a  few 
moments  the  whole  was  in  a  state  of  irretrievable  conflagration. 
When  about  leaving  the  wharf  I  observed  the  fire  had  also  com- 
menced at  GreenleaPs  point,  and  in  tlie  way  out  of  the  branchy 
we  observed  the  Capitol  on  fire.    It  had  been  my  intention  not  te 
leave  the  vicinity  ot  the  yard  with  my  boat  during  the  niirht ;  but 
having  captain  Creighton  and  other  gentlemen  with  me,  she  was 
too  much  encumbered  and  overladen  to  render  that  determinatioa - 
proper.    We  therefore  proceeded  to  Alexandria,  in  the  vicinity 
of  which  I  rested  till  the  morning  of  the  25th,  when,  having  also 
refreshed  the  gig's  crew,  we  left  Alexandria  at  half  past  7  o'clock, 
and  proceededagain  up  to  the  yard,  where  1  laudea^  unmolested, 
about  a  quarter  before  nine. 
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"Rte  schooner  Ljnx  hadliud  alongside  tiie  burnii^  whiuf,  still  n- 
hurt ;  hoping,  therefore,  to  save  her,  we  hauled  her  to  the  qujirter 
ef  the  hiuk  of  the  New  York,  which  had  alao  escaped  the  nvigei 
of  the  flames.  The  detail  issuing  store  of  the  nar^  8tot«  keeptr 
bad  remained  safe  from  the  fire  dnring  the  night,  which  the  enemj, 
(being  in  force  in  the  jard)  about  8  o'clock  set  fire  to,  and  itwu 
■peetniy  consumed.  It  ap^ared  that  thev  had  left  the  yard  abost 
half  annour  when  we  arrived.  I  founcT  my  dwelling  house,  and 
that  of  lieutenant  Haraden,  untouched  bj  fire  ;  but  some  of  Ac 
people  of  the  neighbourhood  had  commenced  plundering  then; 
.therefore,  hastily  collecting  a  few  persons  known  to  me,  I  pt 
'  Borne  of  my  most  valuable  materials  moved  to  neighboors'  hooict 
out  of  the  yard,  who  tendered  me  their  offers  to  receive  them,  tke 
enemy's  officers  having  declared  private  property  sacred.  Coold 
1  have  staid  another  hour,  I  had  probably  saved  all  my  furnitore 
and  stores ;  but  beine  advised  b}^  some  friends,  that  1  was  not 
■afe,  the;  believing  Uiat  the  admiral  was  bv  that  time,  or  wcoM 
speedily  be  infurmed  of  my  being  in  the  yard,  he  having  expressed 
an  aniiouB  desire  to  make  me  captive,  hut  had  said  that  the  oft- 
cers'  dwellings  in  the  yard  should  not  be  destroyed.  I  therefon 
■gun  embarked  in  the  gis,  taking  along  out  of  the  branch  one  of 
the  new  launches,  which  lay  safe,  although  along  side  of  a  floitii( 
ttage  enveloped  in  flames.  I  had  do  sooner  fame  than  such  a 
scene  of  devastation  and  plunder  took  place  in  Uie  houses  (by  thi 
people  of  the  neighbourhot>d,J  as  is  disgraceful  to  relate ;  nsta 
moveable  article,  from  the  cellars  to  the  garrets,  has  been  left  u, 
and  even  some  of  the  fixtures,  and  the  locks  of  the  doors,  ban 
been  shamefully  pillaged.  Some  of  the  perpetrators,  howerer, 
have  been  made  known  to  me. 

From  the  number  and  movements  of  the  enemv,  it  wonld  hate 
appeared  rash  temerity  to  liave  attenipted  returning  again  tkil 
dajr,  though  rar  inclination  strongly  ntged  it;  therefore, reconnoi- 
iering  their  motions,  as  well  as  could  be  effetfted  at  a  conveaioA 
distance  in  the  gig,  until  evening,  I  again  procee<ie<l  to  AlexanM 
for  the  night.  Yesterdaymoming,thefi6th,itwa»  impossible  tofivm 
(from  the  various  and  contradictory  reports  at  Aleiandria)  anv  nrt 
of  probable  conjectnre,  either  of  theprocecdines  and  situa^oosf 
our  armr,  orthatofthe  enemy.  Determining, therefore,  tohavea 
jmsitive  Knowledge  of  some  part  thereof,  iVoiii  occular  demoattn- 
tion,  1  again  embarked  in  the  gig,  proceeding  with  due  raution  n 
the  yard,  where  I  learned  with  chagrin  the  devastation  atidiHli^* 
before  mentioned,  and  found  also,  tom^  surprise,  that  the  oldrni 
boat,  which  had  been  loaded  with  provisions,  and  had  groaii£4, 
IB  endeavouring  to  get  out  of  the  t>ranch,  on  the  eveniugoftllt 
fi4th,  was  nearly  discharged  of  her  cargo,  by  a  number  of  •« 
people,  without  connexion  with  each  other.  Having  lam'"'  ~ 
the  ^ard,  1  soon  ascertained  that  the  enemy  liad  left  tiheci 
c^ng  only  a  sefjeBnt's  guards  fpr  the.  security  ck  the  m^'ltd 
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wounded.  Finding  it  impracticable  to  stop  the  scene  of  plundop 
that  had  commenced,  I  determined  instantly  on  re-possessing  the 
yard,  with  ail  the  force  at  inj  command.  Repairing,  therefore,  im- 
mediately to  Alexandria,  lieutenant  Haraden,  the  ordinary  men, 
and  the  tew  marines  there,  were  ordered  directly  up ;  fouowing. 
myself,  I  got  full  possession  again  at  evening. 

I  am  now  collecting  the  scattered  purloined  provisions, 
ready  for  your  orders,  presumins  they  will  now  become  very 
scarce  indeed  ;  the  quantity  saved,  you  shall  be  informed  when 
known  to  me.  The  Lynx  is  safe,  except  her  foremast  being  carried 
away  in  the  storm  of  the  ^th,  about  4  P.  M.    We  have  also  ano- 

.ther  of  the  gun  boats,  with  about  100  barrels  of  powder,  and  one 
of  the  large  yard  cutters,  nearly  full,  with  the  filled  cylinders,  foi: 
our  different  guns  previously  mounted  ;  the  powder  of  those,  how- 

.  ever,  is  probably  much  wetted  by  the  storm.  I  would  most  wil- 
lingly have  an  interview  with  you,  but  deem  it  improper  to  leave 

i  my  station  without  some  justifiable  cause,  or  in  pursuance  of 
your  instructions,  under  which  1  am  ready  to  proceed,  wherever 
my  services  may  bethought  useful. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS  TINGEY. 

^  Hon.  W.  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Note.  In  the  nayy  yard  at  Washington,  there  is  an  elegant  Italian  mar*- 

•^  ble  monument,  erected  by  the  officers  of  Uie  American  navy,  at  their  own 

expense,  sacred  to  the  memory  of  their  gallant  brethren  who  feU  before  Tri- 

pou.  This  monument  was  mutHaied  by  the  BritUh  on  the  25th  of  August  1814. 

£bit. 


FARM  AT  ELK  RIDGE,  August  29th,  1814. 

SIR, 

This  is  the  first  moment  I  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  make  a 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  forces  under  mj  command,  since 
1  had  the  honour  of  seeing  you  at  the  camp  at  the  **  Old  Fields.'^ 
On  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  we  were  informed  that  the  enemy 
was  advancing  upon  us.  The  army  was  put  under  arms,  and  our 
positions  taken ;  my  iorces  on  the  right,  flanked  by  the  two  bat- 
talions of  the  36th  and  38th,  where  we  remained  some  hours  ; 
the  enemy  did  not  make  his  appearance.  A  little  before  sun-set 
general  fVinder  came  to  me,  and  recommended  that  the  heavy  ar- 
tillery should  be  withdrawn,  with  the  exception  of  one  12  pounder 
to  cover  the  retreat.  We  took  up  our  line  of  march,  and  in  the 
night  entered  Washington  by  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge.  I  march- 
eamy  men,  &c  to  the  marine*1>arracks,  and  took  up  quarters  for 
the  night,  myself  sleeping  at  commodore  Tingey's,  in  the  navy 
yard.  About  2  o'clock  general  Winder  came  to  my  quarters, 
and  we  made  some  arrangements  for  the  morning.  In  the  morning 
I  received  a  note  from  general  Winder,  and  waited  upon  him;  he 


requested  me  to  take  command,  and  place  rojr  artillery  to  ddM' 
the  passage  of  the  brid^  on  the  Eastern  Branch,  as  the  enemy 
was  appruacliing  the  city  in  that  direction.  1  immediately  pat 
my  guns  in  position,  leaving  the  marines  and  the  rest  of  my  mev 
at  tlie  barraciis,  to  wait  further  orders.  I  was  in  this  situatioa 
when  I  had  tlie  honour  to  meet  you,  with  the  President  ud 
heads  ofdepartiUGnts,  when  it  was  determined  that  I  should  diav 
off  mj  guns  and  men,  and  proceed  towards  Bladensbute.  whidi 
was  immediately  put  into  execution.  On  our  way,  I  was  mfonned 
tiie  enemy  was  within  a  mile  of  Bladensburgh ; — we  hurried  oil 
The  day  was  hot,  and  my  men  verv  much  crippled  from  the  seven 
marches  we  hail  experienced  the  Jays  iKfure,  many  of  them  being 
witliout  shoes,  which  I  liad  replaced  that  morning.  1  preceded  the 
men,  and  when  1  arrived  at  the  line  which  separates  the  district 
from  Marjland,  the  battle  began.  1  sent  an  oBicer  back  to  hmrj 
on  my  men ;  tiiey  came  up  in  a  trot ;  we  took  our  position  oir  tu 
rising  ground,  put  tlie  pieces  in  battery,  posted  the  marina  vndfr 
cajitaitt  Miller,  and  the  flotilla  men,  who  were  to  act  as  infanby, 
under  their  own  officers,  on  my  right,  to  support  the  pieces,  ai 
waited  tlic  approach  of  the  enemy.  During  this  period  the  en- 
gagemcut  continued, and  tlie  enemy  advancing,  ourownarmyn- 
Ireating  before  them,  apparently  in  much  disorder.  At  lei^ 
the  eueniy  made  his  appearance  on  tlie  main  road,  in  fwrce,  and 
in  front  of  my  battery,  ard  on  seeingus  made  a  halt.  I  reserved 
our  €re.  In  a  few  minutes  the  enemy  again  advanced,  whei  I 
ordered  an  18  pounder  to  be  fired,  which  completely  cleared  tfci 
road;  shortly  alter,  a  second  and  a  third  attempt  mas  made  by  tW 
enemy  to  come  forward,  but  all  were  destroyed.  They  thencrm- 
cd  over  into  an  open  field,  and  attempted  to  flank  our  right ;  be 
was  tliera  met  by  three  li  pounders,  the  marines  under  captui 
iMiUer,  and  my  men,  acting  as  infantry,  and  again  was  totallycMt 
up.  Dy  tliis  tunc  not  a  vestige  of  the  American  army  remained 
except  "a  body  of  five  or  six  liundred,  posted  on  a  height  on  mj^ 
ri^ht,  &'oiA  whom  I  expected  much  support,  from  their  hue  sita- 
atmii. 

The  enemy  from  this  period  never  appeared  in  furcc  in /rait 
of  us ;  they  pushed  forward  Uieir  sitarp  shooters ;  one  of  wUdl 
shot  my  horse  under  me,  who  fell  dead  between  tun  of  my  guati) 
The  enemy,  who  had  been  kept  in  check  by  our  fire  fur  aetiiy 
half  an  hour,  now  began  to  out-9ank  us  on  thf  riglitj;  our  gnw 
were  turned  that  way ;  he  pushed  up  the  hill,  about  tunorttrfe 
hundred,  towards  the  corps  of  Americiuis  statiiitud  ii«  Above  At-' 
Mcribed,  who,  to  my  great  mortification,  made  no  ri';>istaiirc,  ^vikj 
a  fire  or  two  and  retired.  In  this  situation  we  had  the  whole  arar' 
of  the  enemy  to  contend  with.  Our  ammunition  was  eicpendedt 
and.  unfortunately,  the  drivers  of  my  aromuniiion  wa^uos  haa 
gone  off  iu  tlie  general  panic.  At  this  time  I  received  a  senft 
wound  in  my  thigh  ^  captain  JlliUtr  was  wounded ;  saUing  maslCT' 
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WoTMPr  killed ;  actine  sailing  master  Martin  killed ;  and  sailins 
master  Martin  wounded  ;  but  to  the  honour  of  my  officers  ana 
men,  as  fast  as  their  companions  and  inessmates  fell  at  the  gun^» 
they  were  instantly  replaced  from  the  infantry. 

Finding  the  enemy  now  completely  in  our  rear,  and  no'  means 
©f  defence,  I  gave  orders  to  my  officers  and  men  to  retire.  Three 
of  my  officers  assisted  me  to  get  off  a  short  distance,  but  the  great 
loss  of  blood  occasioned  such*  a  weakness,  that  I  was  compelled 
to  lie  down.  I  requested  my  officers  to  leave  me,  which  they  ob- 
atinately  refused ;  but  upon  being  ordered  they  obeyed,  one  only 
remained.  In  a  short  time  I  observed  a  British  soldier,  and  had 
him  called,  and  directed  him  to  seek  an  officer ;  in  a  few  minutes 
an  officer  came,  and  on  learning  who  I  was,  brought  general  Ros.i 
and  admiral  Cockburn  to  me.  Those  officers  behaved  to  me  with 
the  roost  marked  attention,  respect  and  politeness,  had  a  surgeon 
brought,  and  my  wound  dressed  immediately.  After  a  few  min- 
utes conversation,  the  general  informed  me  (after  paying  me  a 
handsome  compliment)  that  1  wtm  paroled,  and  at  liberty  to  pro- 
ceed to  Washin^on  or  Bladensburg ;  as  also  Mr.  Huffington,  who 
had  remained  with  me,  offisring  me  every  assistance  iu  his  power, 

S'ving  orders  for  a  litter  to  be  brought,  in  which  I  was  carried  to 
ladensburg ;  captain  fVainttri^ht,  first  captain  fo  admiral  Coch- 
rane, remained  with  me,  and  behaved  to  me  as  if  I  was  a  brother. 
During  the  stay  of  the  enemy  at  Bladensburg,  I  received  every 
miarked  attention  possible  from  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy. 
My  wound  is  deep,  but  I  flatter  myself  not  dangerous  ;  the  ball 
is  not  yet  extracted.  I  fondly  hope  a  few  weeks  will  restore  me 
to  health,  and  that  an  exchange  wul  take  place,  that  I  may  resume 
mj  command,  or  any  other  that  you  and  the  President  may  think 
proper  to  honour  me  with. 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  ficc. 
JOSHUA  BARNEY. 
Hon.  W.  Jones,  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy. 


PROCLAMATIOl^ 

Ofeohnid  ^Tichols  of  the  British  army,  to  the  southern  and  westT 

ern  inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 

Natives  of  Louisiana  !  On  you  the  first  call  is  made,  to  as- 
sist in  liberating  from  a  faithless,  imbecile  government,  your  pa-^ 
temal  soil ;  Spani^irds,  Frenchmen,  Italians  and  British,  whetner 
settled,  or  residing  for  a  time  in  Louisiana,  on  you.  also,  I  call,  to 
aid  me  in  this  just  cause :  the  American  usurpation  in  this  coun- 
try must  be  abolished,  and  the  lawful  owners  of  the  soil  put  ia 
possession.  I  am  at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  Indians,  well  arm- 
ed, disciplined,  and  commanded  by  Siitish  offieers— ^  gOpd  trai^ 
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of  artillery,  with  eTery  requisite,  seconded  by  the  powerful  aid  of 
a  numerous  British  and  Spanish  squadron  of  ships  and  vessels  ol 
war.  Be  not  alarmed,  inhabitants  of  the  country,  at  our  approach ; 
the  same  ^oo(i  faith  and  disinterestedness,  which  has  disting;uishei 
the  conduct  of  Britons  in  Europe,  accompanies  them  here ;  you 
will  have  no  fear  of  litigious  taxes  imposecl  on  you,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  on  an  unnatural  and  unjust  war;  your  property,  your 
laws,  the  peace  and  tranquiUity  of  your  country,  will  be  euaranteel 
to  you  by  men,  who  will  suffer  no  infringement  of  meirs ;  rest 
assured,  that  these  brave  RED  men  only  burn  with  an  ardent  de- 
sire of  satisfaction,  for  the  wrongs  they  have  suffered  from  the  Amer- 
icans :  to  join  you  in  liberating  these  southern  provinces  from  their 
yoke,  and  drive  them  into  those  limits  formerly  prescribed  by 
my  sovereign.  The  Indians  have  pledged  themselves,  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  not  to  injure,  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  persons 
or  properties  of  any  but  enemies.  A  flag  over  any  door,  whether 
Spanish,  French  or  British,  will  be  a  certain  protection  ;  nor  dare 
any  Indian  put  his  foot  on  the  threshhold  thereof,  under  penalty 
of  death  from  his  own  countrymen  ;  not  even  an  enemy  will  ai 
Indian  put  to  death,  except  resisting  in  arms:  and  as  for  injuring 
helpless  women  and  children,  the  red  men,  by  their  eood  conduct* 
ana  treatment  to  them,  will  (if  it  be  possible)  make  the  Americam 
blush  for  their  more  inhuman  conduct,  lately  on  the  Escambia,  and 
within  a  neutral  territory. 

Inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  you  have.too  long  borne  with  griev- 
ous impositions ;  the  whole  brunt  of  the  war  has  fallen  on  your 
brave  sons ;  be  imposed  on  no  lonser,  but  either  range  yourselves 
under  the  standard  of  your  forefauiers,  or  observe  a  strict  neutra- 
lity. If  you  comply  with  either  of  these  offers,  whatever  provisions 
you  seod  down  will  be  paid  for  in  dollars,  and  the  safety  of  the 
persons  bringing  it,  as  well  as  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississij^, 
guaranteed  to  you. 

Men  of  Kentucky,  let  me  call  to  your  view  (and  I  trust  toyoor 
abhorrence)  the  conduct  of  those  factions,  which  hurried  you  ints 
this  civil,  unjust,  and  unnatural  war,  at  a  time  when  Great  Britaitt 
was  straining  every  nerve,  in  defence  of  her  own,  and  the  liberties 
of  the  world ;  when  the  bravest  of  her  sons  were  fighting  and 
bleeding  in  so  sacred  a  cause ;  when  she  was  spending  millions  of 
her  treasure,  in  endeavouring  to  pull  down  one  of  the  most  formi- 
dable and  dangerous  tyrants,  that  ever  disgraced  the  form  of  man; 
when  groaning  Europe  was  almost  at  her  last  gasp ;  when  Britons 
alone  showed  an  undaunted  front — basely  did  tliose  assassins  en- 
deavour to  stab  her  from  the  rear ;  she  has  turned  on  them,  reno- 
vated from  the  bloody  but  successful  struggle,  Europe  is  hanpj  an4 
free,  and  now  hastens,  justly  to  avenge  the  unprovokeu  uunilL 
Show  them  that  you  are  not  collectively  unjust ;  leave  that  ooii- 
TEMrriBLE  FEW  to  shift  for  themselves ;  let  those  slaves  of  the  tyrant 
send  an  embassy  to  Elba,  and  implore  his  aid ;  but  let  every  honesW 
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ifpright  Aitierican  spurn  them  with  united  contempt.  After  the 
eiperience  of  twentj-one  years,  can  you  longer  support  those 
brawlers  for  liberty,  who  calf  it  freedom,  when  themselves  are  free? 
Be  no  lon^r  their  dupes  ;  accept  of  my  ofters ;  everything  I  have 
promised  m  this  paper,  1  guarantee  to  you,  on  the  sacred  honoubi 
of  a  BRrrrsH  officer. 

.  Given  under  my  hand,  at  mj  head  quarters,  Pensacola,  this 
^9th  day  of  August,  1814. 

EDWARD  NICHOLS. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  CAMP  AT  THE  WHITE  HOUSE,  VA. 

September  6th,  1814. 

SIR, 

Yesterday  morning  about  Q  oVIock,  the  enemy's  squadron 
discontinued  the  bombardment  which  had  been  kept  up  with  little 
iptermiftsion,  for  three  days,  weighed  anchor,  and  stood  down  the 
river,  commencing  a  heavy  fire  on  the  battery,  and  across  the  neck 
^  land  through  which  the  militia  were  compelled  to  march  to  its 
distance.   The  rifle  companies  under  captains  Humphries,  Tebbs 
end  Fields,  were  immediately  ordered  down  to  the  battery,  which 
orders  were  promptly  obeyed.    I  followed  with  colonel  Parker's 
regiment,  and  two  detachments  under  colonels  Green  and  Renno» 
Leaving  instructions  with  general  Youn^  to  take  a  position  between 
■sand  a  creek,  which  made  up  some  distance  behind  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy  falling  on  our  rear,  and  to  co-operate  with  us,  if 
necessary,  at  the  battery.  When  I  had  proceeded  with  the  advance 
to  a  point  within  three  or  four  hundred  yards  of  tlie  river,  the 
troops  were  baited  until  I  could  obtain  accurate  information  of 
the  precise  situation  of  the  enemy ;  about  this  time,  commodore 
Porter,  as  I  understood,  finding  our  little  battery  inefficient  to 
impede  the  progress  of  the  vessels,  after  having  long  gallantly 
leiended  it,  and  consideiing  a  longer  contention  with  such  a  su» 
periority  of  metal  a  wanton  sacrifice  of  blood,  ordered  the  battery 
to  be  evacuated  and  his  men  to  retire,  which  tlicy  did.    The  two 
tarffest  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  then  anchored ;  one  just  above* 
md  the  other  just  below  tlie  battery,  and  commenced  a  most  gall- 
ing crossfire  of  round  shot,  grape,  canister,  &c.   The  tro<ips  wnich 
ladbeen  previously  ordered  to  shelter  themselves  from  the  fire  of 
jie  enemy,  it  having  become  extremely  severe,  were  immediately 
formed  and  marched  back  to  a  place  ot  comparative  security.  We 
)ad  scarcely  retired,  when  information  was  brought  that  the  ene- 
Uy  discovered  a  disposition  to  land,  and  aid  was  necessary  to 
irevent  their  spiking  our  cannon.    I  again  moved  down  with  the 
JTDops  under  our  command,  colonel  Dangerfield  with  his  refi;iment 
leing  sent  on  before,  and  had  proceeded  to  a  valley  within  about 
ifty  yards  of  tlie  battery,  when  general  Young  and  myself,  who 
.vere  following  with  the  residue  of  the  troops,  were  met  by  com- 
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nadore  Parter,  within  three  or  four  hundred  jards  of  the  tjfoi 
He  thought  that  it  was  unDecesBarr  to  expose  the  whole  umji 
fend  adviged  that  200  men,  which  ne  thought  sufficient  for  oe 
purpose,  should  be  sent  down  to  protect  tbe  batterj.  All  tha 
troops  were  then  ordered  back,  the  detail  made  and  sent  dovn 
under  the  command  of  colonel  Green ;  major  Banka  followed  irift 
£00  men,  to  aid,  if  necessary. 

Permit  me  to  saj,  that  it  was  impossible  for  men  to  have  ces- 
ducted  theniBelves  with  more  intrepidity,  than  the  militia  on  tfaia 
occasion.  Notwithstanding  the  dreadful  cross  fire  of  ererj  tft- 
aea  of  missive,  by  the  enemy,  to  which  they  were  exposed,  witt- 
ont  a  possibility  of  returning  the  fire  (the  most  trying  of  all  situ- 
tions)  not  a  man  under  my  command  offered  to  move,  until  ordcn 
to  that  effect  was  given ;  and  then  it  was  done  slowly  and  in  order. 
I  bee  leave  also,  to  mention  the  promptitude  and  alacrity  wiA 
which  the  second  order  to  march  through  a  tremendous  diachaijt 
of  lai^  shotand  grape,  for  the  distance  of  about  a  mile,  was  i>- 
mediately  obeyed.  Captain  Humphries,  with  his  rifle  companj, 
was  stationed  just  above  the  battery,  and  is  entitled  to  the  hif^wrt 
commendation  for  the  courage  and  activity  with  which  he  foagU. 
Captain  Griffith,  of  Alexandria,  was  under  the  immediate  diiec- 
tion  of  commodore  Porter,  who  spoke  oT  him  in  the  highest  terai 
of  approbation.  Captain  Janney,  of  Esses,  was  near  thebtttaj 
at  the  time  of  the  action,  with  a  fatigue  party  of  fifVy  or  sixtf 
men,  and  desenes  to  be  particularly  mentioned,  dur  whoi 
loss  was  eleven  killed,  and  seventeen  or  eighteen  wouuded 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 
JOHN  P.  HUNGERTORDt 
Brie>  Qtn,  nrginia  miUSt- 


BATTLE  ON  LAKE  CHAMPLAIN. 


The  Almighty  has  been  pleased  to  grant  us  a  signal  rietaT 
en  lake  Champlain,  ia  the  capture  of  one  frigate,  one  brig,  ■■ 
*two  sloops  of  war  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

T.  MACDONOUGR. 
Bonounble  WilKuo  Jone*, 

Secretaiy  of  die  Navy. 

THE  AVON  SUNK  BY  THE  WASP. 

UNITED  STATES'  SLOOP  WASP,  AT  SEA. 

Sepiember  11th,  1814-— Utibide  40  N.  longitude  UW- 

.       After  I  protracted  and  tedious  stay  at  L*Orient.  I  bid  ^ 
Wt  ths  plonwe  of  iMTing  that  place  on  Saturday  the  &tt  rf 
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•f  August.  6h  the  SOth,  captured  the  British  brig  Lettlce^ 
Henrj  Cockbum,  master;  and  3l8t  August,  the  British  brie 
Bon  Accord,  Adam  Dumo,  masten  On  the  momine  of  the  Ist 
September,  discovered  a  convoy  of  ten  sail  at  leeward,  in  charge 
of  the  Armada  74,  and  a  bomb  ship ;  stood  for  them  and  succeeded 
in  cutting  out  the  British  brig  Mary,  John  D.  Allen,  master,  laden 
with  brass  cannon  taken  from  the  Spaniardi,  iron  cannon  and 
inilitarj  stores  from  Gibraltar  to  England,  removed  the  prisioners 
set  her  on  fire  and  endeavoured  to  capture  another  of  the  con- 
voy, but  was  chased  off  bj  the  Armada.  On  the  evening  of  the 
same  day  at  i  past  6,  while  ^ing  free,  discovered  four  vessels 
nearly  at  the  same  time,  two  on  the  starboard,  and  two  on  the 
larboard  bow,  being  the  farthest  to  windward.  At  7  the  chase 
(a  brig^  commenced  making  signals  with  flags,  which  could  not 
be  distinguished  for  want  of  light,  and  soon  after  made  various 
ones  with  lantherns,  rockets  and  guns.  At  26  minutes  after  9, 
having  the  chase  under  our  lee  bow,  the  12  pound  carronade  was 
dipected  to  be  fired  into  him,  which  he  returned  ;  ran  under  his 
lee  to  prevent  his  escaping,  and  at  20  minutes  after  9  commenced 
the  action.  At  10  o'clock  believing  the  enemy  to  be  silenced, 
orders  were  given  to  cease  firing,  when  I  hailea  and  asked  if  he 
had  surrendered.  No  answer  being  given  to  this,  and  his  fire  having 
ire-commenced,  it  was  again  returned.  At  12  minutes  after  10, 
the  enemy  having  suffered  greatly  and  having  made  no  return  to 
our  two  last  broadsides,  I  hailed  him  the  second  time  to  know  if 
he  had  surrendered,  when  he  answered  in  the  affirmative.  The 
guns  were  then  ordered  to  be  secured  and  the  boat  lowered  to  take 
possession.  In  the  act  of  lowering  the  boat,  a  second  brig  was 
discovered,  a  little  distance  astern  and  standing  for  us.  Sent  the 
crew  to  their  quarters,  prepared  every  thing  for  another  action, 
and  waited  his  coming  up-— at  36  minutes  after  10,  discovered  two 
more  sail  astern  standing  towards  us*  I  now  felt  myself  com* 
pelled  to  forego  the  satisfaction  of  destroying  the  prize.  Our 
braces  having  been  cut  away,  we  kept  off  the  wind  until  others 
could  be  rove,  and  with  the  expectation  of  drawing  the  second  brig 
from  bis  companions,  but  in  this  last  we  were  disappointed.  The 
{Second  brig  continued  to  approach  us  until  she  came  close  to  our 
stern,  when  she  hauled  by  the  wind,  fired  her  broadside  which  cut 
our  rigging  and  sails  considerably,  and  shot  away  a  lower  main 
cross  tree,  and  retraced  her  steps  to  join  her  consorts ;  when  we 
were  necessitated  to  abandon  the  prize,  he  appeared  in  every  re* 
spect  a  total  wreck.  He  continuea  for  some  time  firing  guns  ot 
clistress  until  probably  delivered  by  the  two  last  vessels  who  made 
their  appearance*  The  second  brig  could  have  engaged  us  if  he 
bad  thought  proper,  as  he  neared  us  fast,  but  contented  himself 
with  firing  a  oroadside,  and  immediately  returned  to  his  compa- 
nions. 

It  is  with  real  satisfaction  I  have  again  the  pleasure  of  bearing 
testimony  to  tfie  merits  of  lieutOBanta  Reily,  TiUinghast,  Berrjr 


knd  sailing  master  Carr ;  and  to  the  good  conductlif  every  oftecr 
■nd  man  on  board  the  Wasp.  Their  di^iBions  and  depBrtmcBtl 
were  attended  and  supplied  with  the  utmost  regularitT  and  abimd' 
•nee,  which,  with  the  euod  order  mtiintained,  together  with  the  ti- 
Taeitjr  and  precision  of  their  fire,  reflects  on  them  the  greatest  cre- 
dit. Our  loss  is  two  killed,  and  one  slightly  wounded  with  a  wad. 
The  hull  received  four  round  shot,  and  the  fore-mast  many  grape 
shot.  Our  rigging  and  sails  suffered  a  great  deal.  Every  damij^ 
has  been  repaired  the  day  afler,  with  the  exception  of  our  sails. 

Of  the  vessel  with  whom  we  were  engaged,  nothing  positivecaa 
be  said  with  regard  to  her  name  or  force.  While  hailing  him, 
previous  to  his  Being  fired  into,  it  was  blowing  fresh  (then  going 
ten  knots)  and  the  name  was  not  distinctlv  understcM>d.  Of  kcr 
force,  the  four  shot  which  struck  us,  are  all  thirty -two  pounds  n 
weight,  being  a  pound  and  three  quarters  heavier  than  any  belof^ 
hiK  to  this  vessel.  From  this  circumstance,  the  number  of  met 
in  tier  tops,  her  general  appearance  and  great  length,  she  is  bclicT- 
ed  to  be  one  of  the  largest  brigs  in  the  British  navy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  BLARBLT. 
Hod.  W'm.  Jones,  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S.  I  am  told  the  enemy,  after  his  surrender,  asked  for  atait- 
ance,  and  said  he  was  sinking.  The  probability  of  tliis  ia  coitir» 
ed  br  his  firing  single  guns  for  some  time  after  hit  capture. 

The  action  tootc  place  in  latitude  47  30  north,  lon^tiide  U 
west. 

List  of  killed  and  woundfd  on  ioard  the  United  States*  daap  ff 
war.  Wasp,  JtJinaton  Blakely,  esquire,  comtnander,  in  the  odtii 

with  kit  Britamiic  majesiy'n  sloop  of  war ,  on  (At  tfl 

September,  1814. 

K I LLZp— Joseph  Martin,  boatswain;  Henry  Staples,  ^nafliT 
ganncr.  WoUNDBn—James  Snellings,  seaman,  collar  bone  fcK- 
tured  by  a  wad. 

Recafitulation— Killed,  3 ;  wounded,  I.     Totnl,  3. 

WM.  M.  CLARKE,  Surgrtt. 

It  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  theprize,  the  name  and  (net 
of  which,  captain  Blakely  could  not  obtain,  was  the  British  hof 
of  war  Avon,  captain  Arbuthnot,  of  the  same  number  ofguttM 
the  Reindeer.  She  sunk  immediately  after  the  Castilioo  wlddi 
chased  the  Wasp,  had  taken  out  her  last  man. 

From  the  enemv's  account  it  appeared  that  her  captain  iM 
wounded  in  both  legs,  her  first  lieutenant  and  ei<.;)it  men  IritM. 
ud  the  second  lieutenant,  one  midshipman,  and  31  nirn  uuandMl. 
.  ,  After  repairing  damages,  the  Wasp  continued  her  rruir.e,  >a<l 
•n  the  Slst  of  Bepteniber,  she  captured,  off  thi.-  MaHeira&Jitf 
thirt«enth  pnze,  the  British  brig  Atalanta,  of  eight  guis.  ^jiB 
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Vessel  arrived  at  Havannah  in  the  beginning  of  November  follow- 
ing, with  despatches  from  captain  Blakelj,  and  under  the  com* 
xnand  of  Mr.  Ueisinger  of  the  Wasp. 


U.  S.  SHIP  SARATOGA,  PLATTSBURGH  BAY, 

September  13th,  18U. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  give  jou  the  particulars  of  the  action 
which  took  place  on  the  11th  instant,  on  this  lake. 

For  several  dajs,  the  enemy  were  on  their  way  to  Plattsburgh  by 
land  and  water,  and  it  being  well  understood  that  an  attack  would 
be  made  at  the  same  time,  oy  their  land  and  naval  forces,  I  de- 
termined to  await,  at  anchor,  the  approach  of  the  latter. 

At  eight  A.  M.  the  look-out  boat  announced  the  approach  of 
the  enemy.  At  nine,  he  anchored  in  a  line  ahead,  at  about  300 
vards  distance  from  my  line;  his  ship  opposed  the  Saratoga,  his 
brig  to  the  Eagle,  captain  Robert  Henley ;  his  gallies,  diirteen 
in  number,  to  the  schooner,  sloop,  and  a  division  of  our  gallies ; 
one  of  his  sloops  assisting  their  ship  and  brig,  the  other  assisting 
their  gallies.    Our  remaining  gallies  with  the  Saratoga  and  Eagle. 

In  this  situation,  the  whole  force  on  both  sides,  became  engaged, 
the  Saratoga  suflferin^  much,  from  the  heavy  fire  of  the  Confi- 
ance.  I  could  perceive  at  the  same  time,  however,  that  our  fire 
was  very  destructive  to  her.  The  Ticonderoga,  lieutenant  com- 
mandant Cassin,  gallantly  sustained  her  full  share  of  the  action* 
At  half  past  10  o'clock,  the  Eagle  not  being  able  to  bring  her  guna 
to  bear,  cut  her  cable,  and  anchored  in  a  more  eligible  position,  be- 
tween my  ship  and  the  Ticonderoga,  where  she  very  much  annoyed 
the  enemy,  but  unfortunately,  leaving  me  exposed  to  a  galling  fire 
from  the  enemy's  brig.  Our  guns  on  the  starboard  side  being 
Dearly  all  dismounted,  or  not  manageable,  a  stern  anchor  was  let 
go,  the  bower  cut,  and  the  ship  winded  with  a  fresh  broadside  on 
the  enemy's  ship,  which  soon  after  surrendered.  Our  broadside 
was  then  sprung  to  bear  on  the  brig,  which  surrendered  in  about 
15  minutes  after. 

The  sloop  that  was  opposed  te  the  Eagle,  had  struck  some  time 
before,  and  drifted  down  the  line ;  the  sloop  which  was  with  their 
gallies  having  struck  also.  Three  of  their  gallies  are  said  to  be 
sunk,  the  others  pulled  off.  Our  gallies  were  about  obeying  with 
alacrity,  the  signal  to  follow  them,  when  all  the  vessels  were  re- 
ported to  me  to  be  in  a  sinking  state ;  it  then  became  necessary 
to  annul  the  signal  to  the  gallies,  and  order  their  men  to  thte 
pumps.  I  could  onU  look  at  the  enemy's  gallies  going  off  in  a 
shattered  condition,  tor  there  was  not  a  mast  in  either  squadron 
that  could  stand  to  make  sail  on ;  the  lower  rigging  being  nearly 
shot  away,  hung  down  as  though  it  had  been  just  placed  over  mast- 
heads. 
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,  The  Santaga  had  59  rounil  shot  in  her  hulT,'^  ConGance  105. 
Thft  enemy's  shot  paaned  principally  just  over  our  heads,  as  there 
were  not  30  whole  hammocks  in  the  nettings  at  the  close  of  iW 
trtioD,  which  lasted,  without  intermisBion.  two  hours  and  tweo^ 
minutes. 

The  absence  and  sickness  of  lieutenant  Rajmond  Perry,  left 
me  without  the  services  of  that  excellent  officer ;  much  ou^t 
fairly  to  be  attributed  to  him  for  his  great  care  and  attention  in 
disciplining  the  ship's  crew,  as  her  first  lieutenant.  His  place  «u 
filled  bj  a  pliant  young  officer,  lieutenent  Peter  Gamble,  who  1 
re::ret  to  inform,  you,  was  killed  early  in  the  action.  Acting 
lieutpnuit  Vallette  worked  the  1st  and  Sd  dirision  of  guns  wiui 
•ble  effect.  Sailing  master  Brum's  attention  to  the  springs,  and  in 
the  pxeculionoftheonler  to  wind  the  ship,  and  occaaionallyattlK 

Sins,  met  my  entire  approbation  :  also  captain  Youngs,  commu- 
iig  the  acting;  marines,  who  took  his  'men  to  the  guns.  Mr  Beale, 
Surser,  was  of  great  service  at  the  guns,  and  in  carrying  mr  or- 
ers  throughout  the  ship,  with  midshipmen  Montgomery.  Mas- 
ter's mate,  Joshua  Justin,  had  command  of  the  5d  division  ;  )m 
conduct  during  the  action,  was  that  of  a  brave  officer.  Midship- 
i»en  Monteath,  Graham,  Williamson,  Piatt,  Tbwing,  and  act- 
ing midshipman  Baldwin,  all  behaved  well,  and  gave  evidence  rf 
their  making  valuable  officers.  The  8arat(^  was  twice  set  n 
fire,  by  hot  snot  from  the  enemy's  ship. 

I  close,  sir,  this  communication,  with  feelings  of  gratitude,  fur 
fhe  able  support  I  received  from  every  officer  and  man  attached 
to  the  squaaron  which  I  have  the  honour  tu  command. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

T.  MACDONOUGU. 


Ihavc  the  honour  to  inclose  to  you  a  list  of  the  ktlted<w|V 
wounded  on  board  the  different  vessels  of  tlie  squadron  uniW'*' 
your  command  in  the  action  of  the  llth  instant.  It  i^  iinposnbll 
to  ascertun  correctly  that  of  the  enemy.  From  the  best  mftr-' 
mation  received  from  the  British  officers,  from  my  own  obsemi^ 
tions  and  from  various  lists  found  on  board  the  Continnce,  I  calcfr 
late  the  number  of  men  on  board  that  ship,  at  ihecommenc«tDa|t 
of  the  action,  at  iSru,  of  whom  at  least  180  were  killed  and  wooa- 
ded,  and  on  board  the  other  captured  vessels,  at  lent  SO  nigrtv 
making  in  the  whole,  killed  and  w<junded  260.  Thi^  is,  dimbtlcMk 
short  of  the  real  number,  as  many  were  thmivii  overbnard  fnil 
4m  Confiancs,  during  the  engagement.    The  iniuter  bo^ki  s 
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have  been  ihrewn  oyerboard,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  ts  therare 
not  to  be  found.  , 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

GEORGE  BEALE,  Jr.  Puner. 

ThoznaB  Macdonough,  Esqr. 

Ji  comparative  view  of  the  forces  and  Um^ 

BmiTisH — ^No.  of  guns  95  ;  men  1050 — killed  84;  wounded  110^ 
Amkiucas — ^No.  m  guns  86  ;  men  820— killed  52 ;  wounded  58. 


U,  8.  SHIP  SARATOGA,  OFF  PLATTSBURGH, 

September  13th,  1814. 

DEAR  SIR, 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  captain  White  Youngs, 
and  a  li»t  of  killed  anfl  wounded  attached  to  his  command.  I 
b^g  leave  to  recommend  captain  Youngs  to  jour  particular  no- 
tice;  during  the  action,  his  conduct  was  such  as  to  meet  with  mj 
warmest  approbation.  I  feel  much  indebted  to  him  for  his  personal 
valor  and  exam{)le  of  coolness  and  intrepiditjr  to  his  own  men,  as 
well  as  to  the  sailors.  He  volunteered  m  a  sinking  boat,  to  carry ' 
mj  order  to  the  gallies  for  close  action,  in  the  hottest  part  of  it ; 
and  supplied  the  guns  with  his  men  as  fast  as  the  sailors  were 
disabled. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  &c. 

T.  MACDONOUGH. 

Bnga£er  general  Macomb. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  PLATTSBURGH,  September  15th,  1814 

SIR. 

I  have  the  honour  to  communicate  for  the  information  of  the 
war  department,  the  particulars  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy  into 
the  territory  ofjthe  United  States,  the  circumstances  attending  the 
fiiege  of  Plattsbui^,  and  the  defence  of  the  posts  entrusted  to 
my  charge.  ^ 

The  governor  general  of  the  Canadas,   sir  George  Prevost, 
having  collected  all  ^the  disposable  force  of  liower  Canada,  with 
a  view  of  conquering  the  country  as  far  as  Crown  Point  and  Ti-' 
conderoffa,  entered  the  territories  of  the  United  States  on  the 
first  of  Sie  month,  and  occupied  the  village  of  Champlain,  there' 
avowed  his  intentions,  and  issued  orders  and  proclamations  tend-/ 
ing  to  dissuade  tlio  people  from  their  allegiance,  and  inviting, 
them  to  furnish  his  army  with  provisions.  He  immediately  begaa 
to  press  the  wagons  and  teams  in  the  vicinity,  and  loaded  theni^ 
with  his  heavy  baggage  and  stores.    From  tnis  I  was  persuaded 
he  intended  to  attack  this  place.    I  had  but  just  returned  from' 
the  lines,  where  I  had  commanded  a  fine  brigade,  which  waaj, 
bfoken  to  form  the  division  under  major  general  Izard,  ordec^d* 


to  the  westward.  Being  senior  officer  he  left  ne  id 
&ud  except  the  four  companieg  of  the  sixth  regiment,  1  had  mt 
an  organized  battalion  among  those  remaining.  The  garnaim 
was  composed  of  convalescents  and  recruits  of  the  new  re^- 
inent9r~»l  >n  the  greatest  confuxion.  as  well  aa  the  ordoaDce  ui 
stores,  and  the  works  in  no  state  of  defence. 

Ta  create  an  emalation  and  z£a)  among  the  officers  and  menii 
comptetiog  the  works,  I  divided  them  into  detachments,  sad 
placed  them  near  the  several  forts:  declaring  in  orders,  that  each 
detachment  was  the  garrison  of  its  own  work,  and  bound  to  de- 
fend ittothelaat  extremitj.  The  enemy  advanced  cautiously  and 
br  short  marches,  and  our  guldicrs  vt  orkcd  day  and  niglit ;  w 
that  by  the  tine  he  made  his  appearance  before  this  place  we  neit 
prepared  to  receive  him. 

General  Izard  named  tlie  principal  work  Ft/rt  Moreau,  and  ts 
remind  the  troops  of  tlie  actions  of  their  brave  countrymen,  I 
called  the  redoubt  on  the  right  i^ort  Brown,  and  tliat  on  the  left 
Fort  Scott.  Besides  these  three  works,  we  liave  tw«  block- 
houses  strongly  fortified. 

Vinding  on  examining  the  returns  of  the  garrison,  tliat  ourforec 
did  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred  effective  men  fur  duty,  and  well  in- 
formed that  the  enemy  had  as  many  tliuusands,  1  called  on  gene- 
ral Mnoers,  of  the  New  York  militia,  and  arran^d  with  him  plui 
for  bringing  forth  the  militia  en  mas.sf.  The  inhabitants  u  tb* 
Tillage  fled  with  their  families  and  effects,  except  a  few  wordiy 
citizens  and  some  boys,  who  formed  tliemselves  into  a  pu^yi  Rr 
ceived  rifles,  and  were  exceedingly  urieful.  By  the  4tb  of  tht 
month,  general  Mooers  collected  about  700  militia,  and  advanotll 
seven  miles  on  the  Beekman  town  road,  to  watch  the  roolions  aC 
the  enemy,  and  to  skinnish  with  him  as  he  advanced  ;  also  to  obt 
■truct  the  roads  with  fallen  trees,  and  to  break  up  the  bridgea.  ,  • 
On  tlie  Lake  road,  at  Deer  Creek  bridge,  I  posted  300  ■•■ 
under  captain  Sproul,  of  the  13th  regiment,  widi  orders  to  atatfy 
the  woods,  to  place  obstructions  in  the  road,  and  to  luriil'y  liimstUf 
to  this  party,  I  added  two  field  pieces.  In  advance  uf  that  po*t 
tion.waB  lieutenant  colonel  Appling,  with  I1'>  ritlemea,  watoiiag 
the  movements  of  tlie  enemy,  and  procuring  intelligence.  It  vaf 
ascertained,  that  before  day-light  on  tlie  (itli,  tht^  en(>my  wonl4 
advance  in  two  columns,  on  the  two  roads  b^/futc  lueiitiimed,  dir 
Tiding  at  Sampson's,  a  little  below  Chay.y  vill.'i<;e.  The  c&lora 
an  the  Beekman  town  road,  proccedetl  most  rapidly;  the  uutitlt 
skirmished  witli  his  advanced  parties,  and,  c\ce]>t  a  few  IxtTC 
men,  fell  back  most  precipitately  in  the  greati^st  irDsorder,  not- 
withstanding the  British  troops  did  not  deign  tu  fire  on  them,  ex- 
cept by  their  flankers  and  advanced  patroles.  Tlie  night  ptevJop, 
I  ordered  major  Wool  to  advance  with  a  detaclimcut  uf  250  jr^  ' 
to  support  the  militia,  and  set  them  an  example  uf  fii'nuiesa.,,,! 
eaptain  Leonard,  of  the  light  artillery,  was  direcfed  torn 
with  two  [ueces,  to  be  on  the  ground  before  duy;,y«t^ 
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not  make  his  a|ipearance  before  8  o'clock,  when  the  knemj  haA 
approached  within  two  miles  of  the  village.  With  his  conduci, 
therefore,  I  am  not  well  pl^ised.  Major  Wool,  with  his  party, 
disputed  the  road  with  great  obstinacy,  but  the  militia  could  not 
be  {prevailed  on  to  stand,  notwithstancling  the  exertions  of  their 
general  and  staff  officers ;  although  the  fields  were  divided  bj 
strong  stone  walls,  and  they  were  told  that  the  enemy  could  not 
possibly  cut  them  off.  The  state  dragoons  of  New  York  wear 
red  coats,  and  they  being  on  the  heights  to  watch  the  enemy,  gave 
constant  alarm  to  the  militia,  who  mistook  them  for  the  enemy, 
and  feared  his  ^ttin^  in  their  rear.  Finding  the  enemy's  columns 
had  penetrated  within  a  mile  of  Plattsbui^h,  I  despatched  mj 
aid -de-camp,  lieutenant  Root,  to  brins  off  the  detachment  at  Dead 
Creek,  and  to  inform  lieutenant  colonel  Appling  that  I  wished 
him  to  fall  on  the  enemy's  i-ight  flank.  The  colonel  fortunately 
arrived  just  in  time  to  save  his  retreat,  and  to  fall  in  \iith  the 
head  of  a  column  debouching  from  the  woods.  Here  he  poured  in 
a  destructive  fire  from  his  riflemen  at  rest,  and  continued  to  annoy 
the  column  until  he  formed  a  junction  vnih  major  Wool.  The 
field  pieces  did  considerable  execution  among  the  enemy's  co* 
lumns.  So  undaunted,  however,  was  the  enemy,  that  he  never 
deployed  in  his  whole  march,  always  pressing  on  in  column.  Find- 
iog  that  every  road  was  full  of  troops  crowding  on  us  on  all  sides, 
1  ordered  the  field  pieces  to  retire  across  the  bridse  and  form  a 
battery  for  its  protection,  and  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  infantry, 
which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  parties  of  Appling  and  Wool, 
as  well  as  that  of  Sproul,  retired  alternately,  keeping  up  a  brisk 
fire  until  they  eot  under  cover  of  the  works.  The  enemy's  light 
troops  occupied  the  houses  near  the  bridge,  and  kept  up  a  constant 
firing  from  the  windows  and  balconies,  and  annoyed  us  much.  I 
ordered  them  to  be  driven  out  with  hot  shot,  whith  soon  put  the 
houses  in  flames,  and  obliged  these  sharp  shooters  to  retire.  The 
whole  day,  until  it  was  too  late  to  see,  the  enemy's  light  troopt 
endeavoured  to  drive  our  guards  from  the  bridge,  but  they  sufiered 
dearly  for  their  perseverance.  An  attempt  was  also  made  to  cross 
the  upper  bridse,  where  the  militia  handsomely  drove  them  back* 
The  column  which  marched  by  the  Lake  road,  was  much  impeded 
by  the  obstructions  and  the  removal  of  the  bridge  at  Dead  creeks 
and,  as  it  passed  the  creek  and  beach,  the  sallies  kept  una  lively 
and  galling  fire.  Our  troops  being  now  ail  on  the  soum  side  of 
the  Saranac,  I  directed  the  planks  to  be  taken  off  the  bridges  and 
piled  up  in  the  form  of  breastworks  to  cover  our  parties  intended 
ioT  disputing  the  passage,  which  afterwards  enabled  us  to  hold  the 
bridges  against  very  superior  numbers. 

From  the  7th  to  the  1 1th,  the  enemy *was  employed  in  getting 
on  his  battering  train,  and  erectinfr  his  batteries  and  approaches, 
and  constantly  skirmishing  at  the  bridges  and  fords.  By  this  time, 
the  militia  ol  New  York,  and  the  volunteers  of  Vermont,  were 
pouring  in  from  all  quarters.    I  advised  general  Mooers  to  keep 
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|u  force  along  the  Sannac,  to  prevent  tlie  esemj't  crsuing  tbe 
river,  and  to  Bend  a  strong  body  in  his  reai  to  harass  hint  dar  nd 
night,  and  keep  hira  in  coiitinasl  alarm.  The  militia  befisTcd 
WiUi  great  spirit  after  the  first  day,  and  the  volnnteera  of  VennM* 
were  exceedingly  serviceable.  Our  regular  troopti,  not  with  stand' 
ing  the  constant  skirmishing  and  npeated  endasvour^  of  the  ene- 
my to  crosH  the  river,  kept  at  their  work  day  and  night  strengft- 
cning  the  defences,  and  evinced  a  determination  to  hold  out  to  the 
Wt  extremity. 

It  was  reported  that  the  enemy  had  only  waited  the  arrivd  of 
his  flotilla,  to  make  a  general  attack.  About  eight  in  the  moraiiit 
of  the  Ilth,  as  was  expected,  the  flotilla  appeared  in  sight  round 
Cumberiand  Head,  and  at  nine,  bore  down  and  engagt;d  our  lo- 
tilla  at  anchor  in  the  bay  off  the  town.  At  the  same  instant,  the 
batteries  were  opened  on  us,  and  continued  throwing  bomb  shells, 
shrapnels,  balls,  and  congreve  rockets  until  sun-set,  when  the 
Iwmbardment  ceased,  every  battery  of  the  enemy  beine  ulenctd 
by  the  superiority  of  onr  fire.  The  naval  engagement  bsted  bnt 
two  hours,  in  full  view  of  both  armies.  Three  efforts  were  mide 
bjr  the  enemy  to  pass  the  river  at  the  commencement  of  fte 
cannonade  and  bombardment,  with  a  view  of  sssaalting  the  woi^ 
and  had  prepared  for  that  purpose  an  immense  number  of  scaltag 
ladders.  One  attempt  to  cross  was  made  at  the  village  brid^ 
another  at  the  upper  bridge,  and  a  third  at  a  ford  about  three 
miles  from  the  works.  At  tbe  two  first,  he  was  repulsed  by  da 
r^ulars ;  at  the  ford,  by  the  brave  volanteers  and  militia,  wlMn 
he  suffered  severely  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners  ;  a  emni- 
derable  bod^  having  crossed  the  stream,  but  were  either  killed 
idten,  or  dnven  ba».  I'he  woods  at  this  place  were  very  favour- 
able to  the  operations  of  the  militia.  Awhole  company  «f  At 
f 6th  r^mcnt  was  here  destroyed,  tlie  three  lieutenants  and  V 
men  pnsoDera,  the  captain  and  the  rest  killed. 

I  cannot  forego  she  pleasure  of  here  stating  the  gallaot 
.^nduct  of  captain  M'Glaesin  of  the  15tli  re^ment,  who  vru 
ordered  to  ford  the  river,  and  attack  a  par^  constructing  a  batttlty 
on  the  right  of  the  enemy's  line,  within  five  hundred  yards  of  fact 
Brown,  which  he  huidsomely  executed  at  midnight  witli  ^^ 
men;  drove  off  the  working  party  consisting  of  one  hundi-ed  IM 
fifty,  and  defeated  a  covenng  partj  of.  the  same  number,  killing 
one  officer  and  six  men  in  the  charge  and  wounding  many.  JU 
dusk  the  enemy  withdrew  his  artillery  fi  oin  ttie  batteries,  and 
raised  tbe  siege ;  at  nine,  under  cover  of  the  night,  sent  off  in  a 
sreat  hurry  aU  the  baggage  he  could  find  transport  for,  and  ahi 
hia  artillery.  At  two  next  moraine  the  tviitile  army  precipi- 
tately retreated,  leaving  tlie  sick  oncfwoundcii  lo  our  generostiy, 
and  the  governor  left  a  note  with  a  sui^eon  requesting 
attention  of  the  commanding  general. 


Vast  quantities  of  provisions  were  left  behind  and  destn 
bIm  an  immense  quantity  of  bAnbshelli,  cannon  balls,  j^aja 
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ammumtion,  flints,  fiur.  &c.  intrenching  tools  of  all  sorts,  also  tent! 
and  nmrquees.  A  great  deal  has  been  found  concealed  in  the 
ponds  and  creeks,  and  buried  in  the  ground,  and  a  vast  quantitr 
carried  off  by  the  inhabitants.  Such  was  the  precipitancy  of  hit 
retreat,  that  he  arrived  at  Chazyi  a  distance  of  eight  miles,  before 
ve  discovered  he  had  gone.  The  light  troops,  volunteers  and 
inilitia  pursued  immediately  on  learninjg  of  his  flight;  and  some 
br  the  mounted  men  made  prisoners  nve  dragoons  of  the  19& 
regiment,  and  several  others  of  the  rear  guard.  A  continual  faU 
of  rain  and  a  violent  storm  prevented  further  pursuit.  UpwardB 
of  300  deserters  have  come  in,  and  many  are  hourly  arriving.  We 
have  buried  the  British  officers  of  the  army  ana  navy  with  the 
honours  of  war,  and  shown  every  attention  and  kindness  to  those 
who  have  fallen  into  our  hands. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  kpA 
soldiers  of  my  command,  during  this  trying  occasion,  cannot  be 
represented  in  too  high  terms,  and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  recommend 
to  the  particular  notice  of  government,  lieutenant  colonel  Appline 
of  the  Ist  rifle  corps,  major  Wool  of  the  29th,  maior  Totten  of 
the  corps  of  engineers,  captain  Brooks  of  the  artulery,  captain 
M^GIassin  of  the  15th,  lieutenants  De  Russy  and  Trescottof  the 
corps  of  engineers,  lieutenants  Smyth,  Mountford,  and  Cromwell 
of  tne  artillery,  also  my  aid-de-camp  lieutenant  Root,  who  have 
all  distin|*uished  themselves  by  their  uncommon  zeal  and  activity, 
and  have  been  greatly  instrumental  in  producing  the  happy  and 
glorious  result  of  the  si^e. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ALEXANDER  MACOMB, 
Ttie  Secretary  of  War. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed,  wounded,  prisoners  and  deserts 
ers»  since  his  first  appearance,  cannot  fail  short  of  2500,  in  elud- 
ing many  officers,  among  whom,  is  colonel  Wellington  of  the* 
biu&. 

Seport  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  miiring  at  Ptatt9lmrgh,frmn 
the  6ih  to  the  llth  of  September,  1814. 

Non-commissioned  officers  and  priTates^  killed— Sr 

wounded-— 62 
missing— 20 
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Cammi8sionid  OffieerSB 

lat  lieutenant  George  W.  Rank,  wounded  on  the  rth,  and  4tie4  On 

the  8th  of  September. 
dd  lieutenant  R.  M.  Harrison,  woaodsd* 
do« .       Henry  Tayloi:,       dp.. 


LUt  of  the  principal  British  offierrs.and  an  adiHit  ofthgtttmd 
eorpit  undn-  the  mmmand  uf  lifulenant  general  Bir  Gtorgt 
pr»vott,  at  theaitge  of  Plattsburgh. 

Liputeaant  eeDCrBl  Sir  Gcorg*  Prtvost,  eonmanJrr  in  thiif, 
major  seueral  D«  Rotteubur^,  fliajor  general  Robertson,  nujw 
geoeraT Powers,  Dtajoi' general  Brisbane,  major  gene rml  Banes,  ur 
Sidney  Beck  with,  colonel  Hughes,  major  Sinclair,  lieutenant  co- 
lonel TrTall.  captain  Murraj,  colonel  Burke,  major  Montgemetj, 
captain  Davis,  &c. 

Segimetttx  and  eorjis  of  the  BritiA  amy. 

Irt  BriRtde, 3700 

2d      do.       -       -       -       •                       ...  3600 

3d      d«.  -       -  3100 

Light  do. aaoo 

do.  DrsnOTU, 300 

Rf^l  Artillery, 400 

Itock«tcei%  Sappcn  and  Hinen, 100 

— lym 


HE\1>  qUARTCKS  StlBlUGADR,  DALTIMORB, 

September  15th,  18U.    . 
SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  ym,  that,  in  obedience  to  j%k  . 
orders,  I  marched  from  Baltimore,  on  Sunday  the  lltliiostutt 
with  part  of  mj  brigade,  as  ths  advance  corps  of  llic  army  unitr  ■ 
jourcommand.  Mv  force  consisted  of  550  of  f)ie  5tb  regiment, 
under  lieutenant  colonel  Sterret ;  630  of  the  ti)\,  under  lieutcD- 
nnt  colonel  M' Dona  Id  ;  500  of  the  arth,  under  licalenant  colonel.  _ 
Long;  450 of  the  S9th,  under  lieutenant  colonel  Fowler:  700 tf  _• 
the  5  Ut,  under  lieutenant  colonel  Amej  ;  150  riflemen,  iindrr  rM|.^ 
tain  Djer;  140  cavalry,  under  lieutenant  coloiitl  nia\^,  and^S  m> 
Union  artillery  of  75  men,  with  six  four  pounik'is,  uiidc-r  rn|ittrn^ 
Montgomery,  making  an  aggregate  of  3,185  ell'ecti\e  niea«  \^ 
moved  towanls  North  PointTny  the  ir.ain  nod,  and  at  8  o'dafliyl, 
P.  M.  reached  the  meeting-house,  near  the  head  of  ]}tar  cr«dt^n 
•even  miles  from  this  city.  Ileretlie  brigade  1i:ilted,  with  £^1 
exception  oS  the  cavalry,  who  were  pushed  for»ai'd  ti>  Gorni^j^Mil 
.farm  three  miles  in  advance,  and  the  riflemen,  ului  took  post  ntPlM 
the  blacksmith's  shop,  two  miles  in  advance  of  our  fninitiptDaU.*^ 
At  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  ]--'    •  ■      .      - 


from  tlie  advanced  videltes,  that  the  enemy  were  deliurkitig  tcwft^^-ri 
from  and  under  cover  of  their  gun  vessels  wl:ich  Uy  oil'  Uieljl^^ii 
of  North  Point,  witliin  the  mouth  of  Patapsco  river,  "l  immedialt*  -i 
ly  ordered  back  my  baggage  under  a  strong  guard,  muved  br- 
ward  the  5th  and  27th  regiments  and  my  an^HfiTy  tu  ihe  ^eadrf, 
LoDg'log-lane  (so  called)  resting  the  5th  wllIi  its  righl  /-  *-  —^ 
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head  of  a  i)rat)ch  of  Bear  creek,  and  its  left  on  the  main  Nortli 
Point  rood,  while  the  £7th  was  posted  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
road  in  line  with  the  5th,  its  leit  extending  towards  a  branch  of 
Back  river.  The  artillery  I  posted  directly  at  the  head  of  the 
lane  in  the  interval  between  tlie  5th  and  27th.  Ttie  39th  occupied 
aground  300  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  £7th,  and  the  5 1st  the  same 
distance  in  rear  of  the  5th,  extending  each  parallel  to  the  front 
line.  The  6th  regiment  was  thrown  back  to  a  position  a  short 
distance  this  side  of  Cook^s  tavern,  and  half  a  mile  in  the  rear  of 
the  second  line.  My  orders  were,  that  the  5th  and  27t]i  should 
receive  the  enemy,  and  if  necessary,  fall  back  through  the  51st 
and  39th,  and  form  on  the  right  of  the  6th  or  reserve  regiments. 
The  riflemen  were  ordered  to  the  skirts  of  a  thick  low  pine  wood, 
beyond  the  blacksmith's  shop,  with  a  large  sedse-field  in  front,  that 
as  the  cavalry  were  still  in  advance,  who  would  inform  him  of  the 
enemy's  approach,  they  might  take  advantage  of  the  covering  of 
the  wood,  and  annoy  his  advance.  I  soon  learned  that  tlie  ene- 
my's advance  party  was  moving  rapidly  up  the  main  road,  and  as 
the  cavalry  continually  announced  their  progress,  1  flattered  my- 
aelf  with  the  hope  that  the  riflemen  would  soon  proclaim,  by  a 

filling  fire,  their  still  nearer  approach.  Imagine  my  chagrin  when 
perceived  the  whole  rifle  corps  falling  back  upon  my  main  posi- 
tion, having  too  credulously  listened  to  groundless  information, 
that  the  enemy  were  landing  on  Back  river  to  cut  them  oft'.  My 
hopes  of  early  annoyance  to  the  enemy,  being  thus  frustrated,! 
threw  the  riflemen  on  the  right  flank  of  my  front  line,  therebfi 
with  the  addition  of  a  few  cavalry,  very  well  securing  that  flank. 
My  Tidettes  soon  brought  information,  that  the  enemy  in  small 
force,  was  enjoying  himself  at  Gorsuch's  fann.  Insulted  at  the 
idea  of  a  small  marauding  party  thus  daringly  provoking  chas- 
tisement, several  of  my  omcers  volunteered  their  corps  to  mslodse 
it*  Captains  Levering's  and  Howard's  companies,  from  the  5ai, 
about  150  in  number,  under  major  HeatJi,  of  that  regiment;  cap* 
tain  Aisquith's,  and  a  few  other  riflemen,  in  all  about  70;  one 
four  pounder,  with  10  men,  under  lieutenant  Stiles,  and  the  ca- 
valry, were  immediately  pushed  forward  to  punish  the  insolence 
of  the  enemy's  advance,  or,  if  his  main  body  appeared,  to  give 
evidence  of  my  wish  for  a  general  engagement.  The  latter  pur* 
pose  was  soon  answered  :  this  small  volunteer  corps  had  proceeded 
scarcely  half  a  mile  before  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  showed 
itself,  which  was  immediately  attacked.  The  infantry  and  rifle- 
men maintained  a  fire  of  soma  loss  in  killed  and  wounded ;  the 
cavalry  and  artillery,  owing  to  the  disadvantageous  gnmnd,  not 
beins  able  to  support  them.  In  this  skirmibh,  major  Heath's  horse 
was  killed  under  him.  At  half  past  2  o'clock,  the  enemy  Cf>ni- 
mencetl  throwing  rockets  across  my  left  flank,  which  seemed 
harmless,  and  had  no  other  effect  than  to  prepare  my  line  for  the 
sound  of  the  artillerT»  which  soon  commenced  by  us  on  the  ene- 
my's right  column,  then  pushing  across  towards  my  left»  and  re- 
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lurned  br  their  six  pounders  and  a  howitzer  upon  my  Idl  an) 
centre.  Tlic  cannonading  was  brisk  for  some  minutes,  when  [ 
ordered  in^  fire  to  cease,  until  the  enemr  should  jg^et  within  clme 
range  of  cannister.  Seeing  that  my  left  dank  uasiheoi^ect  of  the 
eneinj,  I  brought  up  the  39th  into  line,  on  the  left  of  the  S7&, 
and  detached  two  pieces  of  artillery  to  the  left  of  the  39th.  Still 
more  securely  to  protect  my  left  Bank,  colonel  Ajney  of  the  51st 
was  ordi-red  to  form  hiit  regiment  at  right  angles  with  my  line, 
resting  his  ri^ht  ne^ir  the  left  of  the  S9th.  This  order  bein§  badlj 
executed,  created  fur  a  moment  some  confusion  iu  that  quarter, 
but  was  soon  rectified  by  the  cfiorts  of  my  aid-de-camp  and  brigade 
majors;  who  corrected  the  error  of  colonel  Amey,  and  posted  llie 
51st  in  its  ordered  position.  The  enemy's  ri^ht  column  displayij 
and  advanced  upon  the  39th  and  27th.  The  5lst,  unmindful  «r 
my  object  to  use  its  fire  in  protection  of  my  left  Bank,  in  caseu 
attempt  should  bi:  made  to  turn  it,  totally  lurgelful  of  the  hoDaar 
of  the  brigade,  and  regardless  of  its  own  reputation,  tIcllTerd 
one  random  fire,  and  retreated  precipitately,  and  in  euch  cosft- 
Bion,  as  to  render  every  etfort  of  mine  to  rnlly  them,  ineBecfivb 
Some  disorder  was  occasioned  in  the  second  battalion  of  the  S9d, 
by  the  flight  of  the  .*<  I  st,  and  a  few  gave  way.  The  Sre  now  be- 
came general  from  left  to  right ;  my  artillery  in  the  centrcpoutd 
forth  an  ince1ii^ant  volley  of  canoiafer  upon  the  enemy's  left  coluub 
who  were  endeavouring  tn  gain  the  cover  uf  a  small  log-fwoiiv 
about  Gfly  yards  in  front  of  the  5th;  which,  however,  caNtunbl 
been  taken  to  fire,  so  soon  as  captain  Suddler's  Yagers,  of  dieJdi. 
Jwho  were  originallyposted  therein) should  beeompelleil  toles't 
It.  The  enemy's  line  advanced  about  10  iiimutc!*  before  .>  o'cloct 
with  a  severe  fire,  which  wns  well  returned  by  the  artiUerf,  iV 
whole  Srth,  the  dth,  except  the  three  couipanics  of  captaiiii.l^ 
verins;,  Howard  and  Saddler,  which  were  too  much  vxhausleittv 
the  advanced  skirmish  of  the  two  former,  and  tlie  ordered  re^M 
of  the  latter  to  resume  their  positions  in  line ;  and  fi-om  the^ff 
battalion  of  tlie  39th,  who  maintained  its  ground  iu  des{>ii>:  ut  iJir 
disgraceful  example  set  hy  the  intended  support  on  the  U-(t.  IW 
fire  was  incessant  till  atniut  15  minutes  before  4  o'cJuck,  n'.« 
finding  that  my  line,  now  1400  strung,  was  iusufficient  lu 
stand  tlie  auneriornumbers  of  the  enemy,  and  iny  left  flank 
exposed  by  the  desertion  of  the  51st,  I  was  cmialrainetl'ta 
a  movement  back  to  tlie  rei>erve  i-e^^iment,  under  colonial  t 
aid,  which  was  well  posted  to  receive  the  retired  litie  \\I  i'  '  ■: 
ly  rallied  well.  On  forininj;  with  the  6th,  tlie  fatifjui 
the  rugiments  and  corps  which  had  retired,  and  tin-  ;  . 
that  my  right  flank  might  be  turned  by  u  (juick  mtini'n  i  i 
enemy  in  that  direction,  induced  n>e,  after  pruier  Oclibiritici', 
fall  back  to  Worthing'un's  mill ;  nhicli  I  was  the  n>ore  ptnudti 
.to,  by  my  desire  to  have  the  Cth  regiment  (w!io?e  officer^  aoil  •■• 
were  eager  to  share  the  dungera  of  tliei^  ^i^othcr  aoldie:  '"''■- 
and  in  good  order  to  receive  the  ciiemy  i>n  lua  nei"-*- 
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^e  citj.  All  retired  as  I  could  wish,  and  were  ready  to  act  ai^ 
circumstatices  might  require.  In  this  situation  you  found  the  bri- 
gade on  the  morning  of  the  13tl),  somewhat  fatigued,  but  with  in- 
creased confidence  m  ourselves,  and  renewing  our  preparation  for 
the  annoyance  of  tiie  enemy  alone  if  deemed  proper,  or  in  con- 
junction with  any  other  force. 

I  have  thought  it  due  to  the  merits  of  my  brigade,  to  detail  thua 
fully  their  whole  movement,  and  I  feel  a  pride  in  the  belief  that 
the 'stand  made  on  Monday  in  no  small  degree  tended  to  check 
the  temerity  of  a  foe,  daring  to  invade  a  country  like  ours,  and 
designing  the  destruction  of  our  city,  in  whose  defence  some 
of^the  best  blood  in  the  country  has  already  been  spilt,  and  for 
vnose  safety  and  protection  the  citizen  soldiers  of  the  Sd  brigade 
are  ready  to  suffer  every  privation,  and  meet  every  danger. 
Should  report  be  true,  (and  I  doubt  not  the  fact)  that  the  enemy's 
commanding  officer,  major ^etieral  Ross,  was  killed  in  tliis  action, 
and  that  the  enemy  suffered  in  proportion  to  his  superior  numbers. 
I  shall  feel  still  more  the  valuable  consequences  of  our  fight. 

The  conduct  of  many  of  my  company,  officers  and  privates,  was 
such  as  I  calculated  on ;  that  of  most  of  my  field  officers  also  me- 
rits my  particular  notice.  Major  Richard  K.  Heath  of  the  5th,  who 
led  on  the  advanced  party  to  bring  on  the  action,  behaved  as  be- 
came an  officer ;  the  facts  of  his  horse  being  killed  underhim  in  the 
first  skirmish,  his  second  being  badly  wounded,  and  himself  receiv- 
ing a  contusion  on  the  head  by  a  musket  ball,  in  the  ^neral  action, 
are  ample  proofs  of  his  bravery  and  exposure  in  discharge  of  hig 
duty.  Lieutenant  colonel  Sterret,  ana  major  Barry  of  the  5th» 
g^ned  my  highest  approbation,  and  they  unite  with  all  in  praise 
of  captain  Spangler  and  his  company  of  volunteers  from  Penn- 

Srlvania,  then  attached  to  their  command  ;  also  of  adjutant 
heston,  who  is  slightly  wounded.  Lieutenant  colonel  Long 
6f  Ae  ^th,  and  his  field  and  company  officers,  did  well ;  this  whole 
lament  were  unsurpassed  in  bravery,  resolution  and  enthusiasm. 
lUify  brigade  has  to  bewail  the  loss  of  adjutant  James  L.  Dotiald- 
ioo,  who  fell  in  the  hottest  of  the  fight,  bravely  discharging  the 
diities  of  his  commission.  Lieutenant  colonel  Fowler,  and  ma- 
jor Steiger,  of  the  39th,  did  their  duty  in  every  respect ;  they 
ibeak  highly  of  the  volunteer  companies  of  captain  Quantnl 
mm  Hagerstown,  and  captain  Metzgar  from  Hanover,  Pa.  Cap- 
tain Qqantril  is  wounded.  Captain  John  Montgomery,  command- 
ipf  my  artillery,  sained  for  himself  and  his  comnany  lasting 
honour.  Captdn  Aisquith  and  his  company  of  riflemen,  merit 
)6tkj  thanks.  Ensign  Wilmot,  commanding  the  comnany  of  Uni- 
ted Tolunteers  oi  the  5th,  and  many  of  nis  men,  distinguished 
(ihemselves. 

To  brieade  majors  Calhoun  and  Frailey,  I  am  under  great  obli- 
jtetions  tor  the  prompt  ind  zealous  performance  of  their  duty«> 
To  my  aid-de-camp,  major  George  P.  Stevenson,  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given :  hiB  iadnstry  iS  every  arrangement  befor^  tl^e 


iglit»  and   ID  animating  the  whole  line*  was  €0ii8|riciiow  |  tte 

apriditliness  of  his  manners  in  the  most  trying  scenes  hai  Ika 
happiest  effect  upon  all  to  whom  he  had  to  communicate  my  sr- 
dera ;  and  the  precision  with  which  he  delivered  my  commiuidt, 
could  be  exceeded  only  by  the  coolness  with  which  be  always  saw 
them  executed.  He  was  animated,  brave,  and  useful.  Mnor 
W*  Barney,  and  adjutant  L.  Taylor,  of  the  cavalry » who,  having 
no  opportunity  of  distinction  in  regiment  owing  to  the  grouiids. 
did  me  great  service,  the  former  in  aiding  captain  Mon^omeryg 
the  latter  in  conveying  my  orders  through  the  whole.  Mr.  Robert 
Goodloe  Harper  deserves  my  thanks.  He  visited  me  iust  befors 
the  action  ;  accompanied  the  advanced  party,  and  aided  me  mi^ 
throughout.  The  orave  soldiers  under  my  command  have  sufleredl 
many  privations,  and  1  recognize  among  our  killed  and  wovndcd 
nany  valuable  men ;  of  which  I  will  make  a  report  in  a  few 
days. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
JOHN  STRICKER. 
Brig.  Oen.  Commanding  3d  Brigade  M.  •¥. 

lEUjor  Gencnl  Smith. 


FORT  BOWYER,  September  15th,  1814^  12  o'clock  at  ncbt 
SIR, 

After  writing  the  enclosed,  I  was  prevented  by  the  approadi 
of  the  enemj  from  sending  it  by  express.  At  meridian  they 
were  under  full  sail,  with  an  easy  and  favourable  breeze,  staodini 
directly  for  the  fort,  and  at  4  P.  M.  we  opened  our  batteiy,  whi^ 
was  returned  from  two  ships  and  two  bngs,  as  they  approached. 
The  action  became  general  at  about  20  minutes  past  4,  and  wsf 
continued,  without  intermission  on  either  side,  until  7,  when  one 
ship  and  two  brigs  were  compelled  to  retire.  The  leading  8hip» 
supposed  to  be  the  commodore,  mounting  twenty -two  32  pound 
carronades,  having  anchored  nearest  our  battery,  was  so  mudi 
disabled,  her  cable  being  cut  by  our  shot,  that  she  drifted  on  shore* 
within  600  yards  of  the  battery,  and  the  other  vessels  having  Mt 
out  of  our  reach,  we  kept  sucn  a  tremendous  fire  upon  her  tMt 
she  was  set  on  lire  and  abandoned  by  the  few  of  the  crew  wiis 
i^urvived.  At  10  P.  M.  we  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  Ike 
explosion  of  her  magazine.  The  loss  of  lives  on  board  nmt 
have  been  immense,  as  we  are  certain  no  boats  left  her  except 
three,  which  had  previously  gone  to  her  assistance,  and  one  ef 
these  I  believe  was  sunk ;  m  fact  one  of  her  boats  was  banted 
along  side  of  her. 

The  brig  that  followed  her,  I  am  certain,  was  much  damage 
botli  in  hull  and  rigging.    The  other  two  did  not  approach  nei 
enough  to  be  so  much  injured,  but  I  am  confident  they  did  w 
escape,  as  a  well   directed  fire  was  kept  on  them  during  H 
whole  time. 
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Danag  the  action  a  battery  of  a  1£  pounder  and  a  howitzer  mii 
opened  on  our  rear,  but  without  doing  anjr  execution,  and  wai 
silenced  by  a  few  shot  Our  loss  is  four  priTatea  killed  and  five 
privates  HXMinded. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  action  the  flag^staff  was  shot  awar  i 
but  the  tine  was  immediately  hoisted  on  a  sponge  staff  over  tlie 
parapet.  While  the  flag  was  down  the  enemy  kept  up  their  most 
incessant  and  tremendous  fire  ;  the  men  were  withdrawn  from  the 
^urtins  and  north-east  bastion,  as  the  enemy's  own  shot  complete'* 
ly  protected  our  rear,  except  tlie  position  they  had  chosen  for 
their  battery.  Where  all  behaved  well  it  is  unnecessary  to  discrimr 
inate.  Sunice  it  to  say,  every  officer  and  man  did  his  duty ;  thfe 
whole  bdiaved  with  that  coolness  and  intrepidity  which  is  char- 
acteristic of  the  true  American,  and  which  could  scarcely  hav^ 
been  expected  from  men  most  of  whom  had  never  seen  an  ene- 
my, and  were  now  for  the  first  time  exposed  for  nearly  three 
hours  to  a  force  of  nearly  or  quite  four  guns  to  one. 

We  fired  during  the  action  between  4  and  500  guns,  most  of 
them  double  shotted,  and  after  the  first  half  hour  but  few  missed 
an  effect. 

September  16th,  11  o'clock,  A.  M« 

Upon  an  examination  of  our  battery  this  morning,  we  find  up- 
warils  of  300  shot  holes  in  the  inside  of  the  north  and  east  cur- 
iihs»  and  north-east  bastion,  of  all  calibres,  from  musket  ball  to  32 
pound  shot.  In  the  north-east  bastion,  there  were  three^ns  dis* 
toounted ;  one  of  which,  a  four  pounder,  was  broken  offnear  the 
trunnions  by  a  32  pound  shot,  ana  another  much  battered.  I  regret 
to  say  that  both  the  24  pounders  are  cracked  in  such  a  manner 
M  to  render  them  unfit  for  service. 

I  am  informed  by  two  deserters  from  the  land  force,  who  have 

}ost  arrived  here,  and  whom  I  send  for  your  disposal,  tliat  a  rein- 
brccment  is  expected,   when  they  will  doubtless  endeavour  to 
vAat  of  the  stain  of  yesterday. 

'. .    If  you  will  send  the  Amelia  down,  we  may  probabljr  save  most 
.or  all  of  the  ship's  guns,  as  her  wreck  is  lying  in  six  or  seven 

e^t  water,  and  some  of  them  are  just  covered.    They  will  not, 
wever,  answer  for  the  fort,  as  they  are  two  short. 
By  the  deserters,  we  learn  that  the  ship  we  have  destroyed 
.uras  tlie  Hermes,  but  her  commander's  name  they  did  not  recol- 
•lect*    It  was  the  commodore,  and  he  doubtless  fell  oh  his  quarter 
deck,  as  we  had  a  raking  fire  upon  it  at  about  two  hundrecl  yards 
distance  for  some  time. 

-To  captain  Sands,  who  will  have  the  honour  of  handing  yon 
this  despatch,  I  refer  you  for  a  more  particular  account  of  the 
inovements  of  the  enemy  than  may  be  eohtaiued  in  my  letters  | 
his  services,  both  before  and  durin^  the  action,  were  of  ^reat  im-» 
portance,  and  I  consider  fully  justify  me  in  having  detained  hinu 
Captain  Walsh  and  several  men  were  muoh  ^umed  by  (he  «BCir« 


QcBtKl  explcMicm  of  tw«  or  three  c«rtrid|M.    lliej  are  not  it- 
duded  in  the  list  uf  wounded  heretofore  given. 

The  enemy's  fleet,  this  morning  at  day  break,  TerCattttdtoris 
the  channel,  about  four  miles  from  the  fort ;  shortiT  after  it  |*t 
Under  way  and  stood  to  sea  ;  after  passing  the  bar  thej  hare  tt, 
and  boats  have  been  constantly  passing  between  the  disabled  br^ 
and  ihe  others.  I  presume  the  former  is  so  much  iiyured  U  ts 
tender  it  necessary  to  lighten  her. 

Kflecn  MiiHites  after  1  P.  IL 
The  whole  fleet  have  this  moment  made  sail  and  are  standiig 
to  sea. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be.  &c. 
WILLIAM  LAWBENGI. 
tbjor  gcn«nJ  Andrew  jickjon,  be. 


flEAD  QUAKTEBS,  7th  HTLITABV  DISTKieT, 

MobUe,  September  17th,  1^4. 
SIR, 

Vith  lively  emotions  of  satisfaction,  I  commnnicate  lU 
success  has  crowned  the  gallant  efforts  of  our  brave  Boldien>ii 
resisting  and  repulsing  a  combined  British  naval  and  land  font 
which,  on  the  1 5th  instant,  attacked  fort  Bowyer,  on  tiie  pomt  rf 
Mobile. 

I  enclose  a  cam  of  the  official  report  of  major  William  Las- 
retice,  of  the  Za  infantry,  who  commanded,  in  addition  totlK 
particulars  commuDlcated  in  his  letter,  1  have  learnt  that  the  fHi} 
which  was  destroyed,  was  the  Hermes,  oC  from  2-)  to  36  ^<> 
oaptun  the  honourable  William  H.  Percy,  t^enior  i»fficcr  in  tl» 

fjlf  of  Mexico;  and  tlie  brig  so  considerablv  damaged,  ii  ibt 
ophia,  18  guns,  captain  William  Lockver.  The  other  Khipm 
the  Carron,  of  from  24  to  28  guns,  captain  Spencer,  sun  of  Ell) 
Spencer;  the  other  brie's  name  unknown.  On  board  i^  A( 
Carron,  83  men  were  tilled  and  wounded;  among  wAioin.W* 
colonel  Nicoll,  of  the  royal  marines,  who  lust  an  eye  bv  a  sniiattt. 
Tie  land  force  consisted  of  1 10  marines  and  !^0IJ  Creek  ImliaBb 
under  the  command  of  captain  Woodbine,  uf  marines,  and  tbatf 
SO  artillerists,  with  one  four  and  an  half  inch  howitzer,  &«■ 
which  the?  discharged  ahelU  and  nine  pound  shut.  Tbey  !«•<•- 
barked  the  piece,  and  retreated  by  land  towards  Feuuulil 
whence  they  came. 

By  the  morning  report  of  the  l6th,  there  were  present  (ft  At 
fitrt,  fit  for  duty,  officers  and  men,  158. 

The  result  of  this  eneagement  has  stamped  a  character  M^ 

var  in  this  quarter,  hi^ly  favourable  to  tiie  American  arms !  it  if 

'    an  event  from  which  may  oe  drawn  the  rnoit  faviiurable  auenrr. 

An  achievement  so  glorious  in  itself,  and  important  in  its  cM' 
Wquenccs,  should  be  appreciUed  b;  the  goverpmeiit:  and  tbm 


Aftl 

• 

<wcemed  «re  entifled  to,  and  will  doubtless  recehre,  tfio  mofjt 
gratifying^ evidence  of  the  approbation  of  their  countrymen* 

In  the  words  of  major  Lawrence,  **  where  all  behaved  well  it 
IB  unnecessary  to  discriminate."  But  all  being  meritorious,  I 
beff  leave  to  annex  the  names  of  the  officers  who  were  engaged 
And  present,  and  hope  they  will,  individually,  be  deemed  worthy  of 
.distinction. 

Maior  William  Lawrence,  2d  infantry,  commanding ;  captain 
Walsh,  of  the  artillery,  captains  Chamberlain,  Brown  low  and 
Bradley  of  the  2d  infantry,  captain  Sands,  deputy -com  missarj 
of  ordnance,  lieutenants  Villard,  Sturges,  Conway,  H.  Sanders, 
sT.  R.  Sanders,  Brooks,  Davis,  and  C.  Sanders,  all  of  the  2d 
infantry. 

I  am  confident  that  your  own  feelines  will  lead  you  to  partici- 
pate in  my  wishes  on  this  subject.  Permit  me  to  suggest  the 
propriety  and  justice  of  allowing  to  this  gallant  band  the  value  of 
the  vessel  destroyed  by  them* 

I  remain,  &c. 
ANDREW  JACKSON.  BHg.  Qm.  Com 
.  The  Hon.  SecreUiy  of  War. 


ATTACK  ON  BALTIMORE. 

On  the  approach  of  the  fleet  destined  against  Baltimore  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Patapsco,  consisting  of  nearly  forty  sail,  and  amonj 
them  several  ships  ot  the  line,  the  alarm  spread  quiekly  throu! 
ihe  adjacent  country.  The  largest .  vessels  anchored  across  the 
ehannel ;  the  troops  intended  tor  the  land  attack  were  debarked 
upon  North  Point,  fourteen  miles  distant  from  the  city,  by  land, 
and  twelve  by  water,  and  on  the  morning  of  September  12th, 
between  7  and  8000  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines,  nad  effected  a 
landing,  while  16  bomb-vessels  and  frigates  proceeded  up  the 
river,  and  anchored  within  two  miles  and  an  halt  of  Fort  M'Henry. 
The  further  result  of  the  enterprize  will  be  found  in  the  letter 
following,  from  major  general  Smith,  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

UK  AD  QUARTERS,  BALTIMORE,  September  19tb,  1814. 
«IR, 

In  compliance  with  the  promise  contained  in  my  letter  of  the 
15  th  instant,  I  have  now  the  honour  of  stating,  that  the  enemy  landed 
between  7  and  8000  men,  on  Monday  the  12th  instant,  at  North 
Point,  fourteen  miles  distant  from  this  town.  Anticipating  thia 
debarkation,  general  Strieker  had  been  detached  on  Sunday  even- 
ing  with  a  portion  of  bis  brigade  on  the  North  Point  road.  Ma* 
jor  Randal,  of  the  Baltimore  county  militia,  having  under  his 
command  a  light  corps  of  riflemen  and  musketry,,  taken  from  ge- 
neral Stansbury's  brigade  and  the  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  was 
detached  to  the  mouui  of  Bear  cre^k,  with  orders  to  co*operata 


vith  gMMnI  Strieker,  and  to  cfaack  amj  'Uading  wfaich  the  cusj 

night  attempt  t*  oiake  in  thftt  qnartcr.  On  MondKf ,  brigadier 
general  Strieker  took  a  good  position  at  the  two  roads  leading 
Aom  this  place  to  North  Point,  having  hia  ri^t  flanked  bj  Bear 
creek,  and  his  left  b;  a  marsh.  He  here  awaited  the  approach  of 
liie  enemy,  having  sent  an  advanced  corps  onder  the  command  of 
major  Heath,  of  the  5th  regiment.  This  adrance  was  met  bj  tkift 
of  the  etienty,  and  after  some  Bkirmishine;  it  returned  to  tbe  lin^ 
ihe  main  body  of  the  enemy  being  at  a  thort  distance  in  the  rear 
ttf  their  advance.  Between  two  and  three  o'clock  the  enemy^ 
whole  force  came  up  and  commenced  the  battle  by  some  du- 
chares  of  rockets,  which  were  succeeded  by  the  cannon  from  boA 
aides,  and  soon  after  the  action  became  general  along  the  Vat, 
Oeneral  Strieker  gallantly  maintained  his  ground  against  a  grtat 
•uperiority  of  numbers  during  the  space  of  an  hour  and  tweu^ 
miuutes,  when  the  regiment  on  his  left  (the  Slst)  giving  way,  u 
was  under  the  necessity  of  retiring  to  the  ground  InliiB  rear, 
wlicre  hehaditationedoneregimentaaareserve.  He  here  formed 
his  brigade ;  but  the  enemy  not  thinking  it  advistable  to  punot, 
be,  in  compliance  with  previous  arrangements,  fell  back  and  took 
post  on  the  left  of  my  entrenchments,  and  a  half  mile  in  adraice 
of  them.  In  this  affair  tite  citizen  soldiers  of  Baltimore,  witb 
the  exception  of  the  51st  regiment,  have  maintained  the  reputa- 
tion they  so  deservedly  acquired  at  Bladensburg,  and  their  hrart 
and  skilful  leader  has  confirmed  the  confidence  which  we  had  lU 
•o  justly  placed  in  him.  I  take  the  liberty  of  referring  yon  to  his 
letter  for  the  more  particular  mention  of  the  individuals  «tNy 
Dew  to  warfare,  have  shown  the  coolness  and  valor  of  veterui; 
and  who,  by  their  conduct  on  this  occasion,  have  ^ven  their  cooa- 
fry  and  their  city  an  assurance  of  what  may  be  expected  (raa 
tiiem  when  their  services  are  a^in  requireJ.  I  cannot  Aa- 
tniss  the  subject  without  expressing  the  hearirelt  satisfaction  I 
experienced  in  thus  bearing  testimony  to  th«  cDurage  and  pai 
conduct  of  my  fellow  townsmen.  About  the  time  ^nenl 
Strieker  had  taken  the  ground  just  mentioned,  he  was  joined  if 
brigadier  general  Winder,  who  had  been  stationed  on  tlie  wti 
side  of  the  city,  but  was  now  ordered  to  march  with  geserM 
Douglas's  brigaide  of  Virginia  militia  and  the  United  States'  ift- , 
iroonB  under  captain  Bird,  and  take  post  on  the  left  of  genenia 
Sfficker.  During  these  movements  the  brigailes  of  general  Stau-^ 
bnrr  and  Foreman,  the  seamen  and  manner  under  commodMJ 
Rwurers,  the  Pennsylvania  volunteers  under  colonels  Cobeaa  >dU 
Findley,  the  Baltimore  Brtillerv  under  captain  Stiles,  manned  As . 
trenches  and  the  batteries — all  prepared  to  receive  the  eneaj; 
We  remained  in  this  situation  during  the  night. 

On  Tuesday,  the  enemy  appeared  in  front  of  m  v  entrenchuMill 
at  the  distance  of  two  miles,  on  the  Philadelphia  road,  tnm. 
whencehehadafall  view  of  our  position.  He  manouvred 
the  morning,  tovardi  our  left,  as  if  with  the  tnteatioa  o{,  - 
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«.  circmitiHift  march  and  coming  down  on  tke  Harford  or  York 
roads.    Generals  Winder  and  Strieker  were  ordered  to  adapt 
their  movements  to  those  of  the  enemy,  so  as  to  baffle  this  sup- 
posed intention.    They  executed  this  order  with  great  skill  and 
judrment,  by  taking  an  advantageous  position,  stretching  from, 
Iny  left  across  the  country,  when  the  enemy  was  likely  to  approach 
tiie  quarter  he  seemed  to  threaten.    This  movement  induced  the 
enemy  to  concentrate  his  forces  (between  one  and  two  oVlock) 
in  my  front,  pushing  his  advance  to  within  a  mile  of  us,  driving 
in  our  videttcs,  and  showing  an  intention  of  attacking  us  that 
evening.    I   immediately  drew  generals  Winder  and  Strieker 
nearer  to  the  left  of  m^  entrenchments  and  to  the  right  of  the 
enemy,  with  the  intention  of  their  falling  on  his  right  or  rear, 
should  he  attack  me ;  or,  if  he  declined  it,  of  attacking  him  iii 
the  morning.    To  this  movement,  and  to  the  strength  ot  my  de- 
fdices,  which  the  enemy  had  the  fairest  opportunity  of  observing, 
I  am  induced  to  attribute  his  retreat,  which  was  commenced  at 
half  past  one  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning.     In  this  he  was  so 
favoured  by  the  extreme  darknesa  and  a  continued   rain,  that  we 
did  not  discover  it  until  day-light.    I  consented  to  general  Win- 
der's   pursuing  with    the    Virginia    brigade   and    the    United 
States'  dragoons ;  at  the  same  time,  major  Randal  was  despatched, 
with  his  light  corps,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy's  risht,  whilst  the 
whole  of  the  militia  cavalry  was  put  in  motion  for  the  same  object* 
All  the  troops  were,  however,  so  worn  out  with  continued  ^atch* 
tng,  and  with  being  under  arms  three  days  and  niglits,  exposed 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  to  very  inclement  weather,  uiat  it 
was  found  impracticable  to  do  any  thin^  more  than  pick  up  a  few 
stragglers.    The  enemy  commenced  his  embarkation  that  even- 
ing, and  completed  it  the  next  day  at  one  o'clock.    It  would  have  . 
been  impossible,  even  had  our  troops  been  in  a  condition  to  act 
offiBnaiveiy,  to  have  cut  off  any  part  of  the  enemy's  rear  guard 
during  the  embarkation,  as  the  point  where  it  was  effected  was 
defended  from  our  approach,  by  a  line  of  defences  extending  from 
Back  river  to  Humphrey's  creek,  on  the  Patapsco,  thrown  up  by 
osrselves  previous  to  their  arrival. 

I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  calling  your  attention  to  the  brave 
commander  of  Fort  M'Henry,  major  Armistead,  and  to  the  ope- 
rations  confined  to  that  quarter.  The  enemy  made  his  approach 
by  water,  at  the  same  time  that  his  army  was  advancing  on  the 
land,  and  commenced  a  discharge  of  bombs  and  rockets  at  the  fort 
as  soon  as  he  got  within  range  of  it.  The  situation  of  major 
Armbtead  was  peculiarly  trying.  The  enemy  having  taken  a 
position  at  such  a  distance  as  to  render  offensive  operations  oa 
the  part  of  the  fort  entirely  fruitless^  whilst  their  bombs  and  rock> 
ets  were  every  moment  falling  in  and  about  it ;  the  officers  aiid 
men  being  at  the  same  time  entirely  exposed.  The  vessels^ 
hiH^ever,  had  the  temerity  to  approach  somewhat  nearer ;  they 
ras  soon  compelled  te  withdraw.    During  the  night,  whilst 
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Ihe  tnemy  on  !aud  was  retreating,  and  whilst  the  bombardnoit 
was  most  severe,  two  or  three  rocket  vessels  and  barges  succeeded^ 
in  getting  up  the  ferry  branch;  but  they  were  soon  compelled  t» 
retire  by  the  forts  in  that  nuarter,  commanded  by  lieutenant 
Newcomb,  of  the  navy,  and  lieutenant,  Webster,  of  the  flotilU. 
These  forts  also  destroyed  one  of  the  barges  with  all  on  board. 
The  barges  and  battery  at  the  lazaretto,  under  the  command  of 
Ueutenant  Rutter,  of  the  flotilla,  kept  u^  a  brisk,  and  ia  believed, 
>  successful  fire  during  the  hottest  period  of  the  bomt>ardment. 
Major  Armistead  being  seriously  ill,  in  consenuence  of  his  con- 
tinued exposure  to  the  weather,  has  rendered  it  impossible  fw 
him  to  send  in  his  report.  It  is  not,  therefore,  in  my  power  U 
do  justice  to  those  gallant  individuals  who  nartook  with  the  danger 
of  a  tremendous  bombardment,  without  tne  ability  of  retorting 
and  withoutthat  security,  which,  in  more  regular  fortifications,  n 
provided  for  such  occasions.  Our  loss  in  t^e  fort  is,  I  UDderstaod, 
about  37  killed  and  wounded  ;  amongst  the  former,  I  hare  to  la- 
ment the  fall  of  lieutenants  Claret  and  Clemm,  who  were  both 
«3timable  citizens  and  useful  officers. 

From  general  Strieker's  brigade,  the  return  of  the  killed  lad 
wounded  has  not  yet  come  in.  It  is  supposed,  however,  to  amoont 
to  about  150 ;  among  the  former,  this  city  has  to  regret  the  lo« 
of  its  representative  m  the  state  legislature,  James  L.  Donaldson, 
esq.  adjutant  of  the  27th  regiment.  This  gentleman  will  ercr 
be  remeoibered  by  his  constituents  for  his  zeal  and  talent^  ud 
by  his  corps  for  his  bravery  and  military  knowledge. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  report,  without  informing  yoii  of  the 

(rcat  aid  I  have  derived  from  commodore  Rod?crs.     He  was  erv 

present  and  ready  to  afford  his  useful  counsel,  and  to  render b 

' — lortant  services.     His  presence,  with  that  of  his  gallant  off  ■" 

seamen,  gave  confidence  to  every  one. 

The  enemy's  loss  in  his  attempt  on  Baltimore,  amounts,  as 
as  we  can  ascertain  it,  to  between  6  and  700  killed,  wounded 
missing.     General  Ross  was  certainly  killed. 

I  have  the  honnur  to  be,  &.c. 

S.  SMITH.  Maj.  Gen.  Comig^ 
Col.  JuTm  Itonnie, 

txtlng  SvcrotiiT  of  War. 


Tmp< 
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HEAD  QUAKTEHS,  FORT  ERIB,  September  XXb.  tfli 
SIR, 

Among  the  officers  lost  to  this  army  at  the  battle  of  Niagitt 
falls,  was  my  aid-dc-cnmp,  captain  Ambrose  Spencer,  who,  bttif 
mortally  wounded,  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  By  flw 
from  the  British  army,  I  was  shortly  afterwards  a^aurvd  vf  ha 
convalescence,  and  au  oRer  was  nia<ie  me  by  lieutenant  gcncnl 
Bnimmoud  to  exchange  him  for  his  own  aid,  c.iptaip  Loring.  tl»«« 
*  j>risonn  of  war  with  as.    However  singular  this  pruMffiN 


•%p|>6ared,  as  captain  Loring  vras  not  wounded,  nor  had  received 
the  slightest  injury^  I  was  willing  to  comply  with  it  on  captain 
Spencer's  account ;  but  as  I  knew  his  wounds  were  severe,  I 
first  sent  to  ascertain  the  fact  of  his  being  then  living.  My  mea* 
senger,  with  a  flag,  was  detained,  nor  even  onceipermitted  to  see 
captain  Spencer,  though  in  his  immediate  vicinity •'  The  evidence 
1  wished  to  acquire  failed,  but  my  regard  for  captain  Spencer 
would  not  permit  me  longer  to  delay,  and  I  informed  general 
Drummond  that  his  aid  should  be  exchanged  even  for  the  body  of 
mine.  This  offer  was  no  doubt  gladly  accepted,  and  the  corpse  of 
captain  Spencer  sent  to  the  American  shore. 

Indignant  as  I  am  at  this  ungenerous  procedure,  I  yet  hold 
myself  bound  in  honour  to  lieutenant  general  Drummond  to  re- 
turn captain  Loring ;  and  must  therefore  earnestly  solicit  of  you 
kis  immediate  release.  He  can  return  to  lieutenant  general 
Drummond  by  the  way  of  Montreal. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

JACOB  BROWN. 

Hon.  James  Monroe: 


PRESIDENTS  MESSAGE  TO  CONGRESS. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Nothwlthstanding  the  early  day  which  had  been  fixed  for 
jour  session  of  the  present  year,  I  was  induced  to  call  you  to* 
gether  sooner,  as  well  that  any  inadequacy  in  the  existing  provi-*' 
sions  for  the  w^ts  of  the  Treasury  might  be  supplied,  as  that  no 
delay  mi^ht  happen  in  providing  for  the  result  of  the  negotiations 
on  foot  with  Great  Britain,  whether  it  should  require  arrangements 
adapted  to  a  return  of  peace,  or  further  and  more  effective  provi* 
sions  for  prosecuting  the  war.  , 

The  result  is  not  yet  known.  If,  on  one  hand,  the  repeal  of  the 
orders  in  council,  and  the  general  pacification  in  Europe,  which 
withdrew  the  occasion  on  which  impressment^  from  American 
vessels  were  practised,  suggest  expectations  that  peace  and  amity 
may  be  re-established,  we  are  compelled,  on  the  other  hand,  b^ 
the  refusal  of  the  British  government  to  accept  the  offered  medi- 
ation of  the  Emperor  of  Russia;  b^the  delays  in  giving  effect  to 
its  own  proposal  of  a  direct  negotiation  ;  and,  above  a!l>  by  -tlie 
principles  and  manner  in  which  the  war  is  now  avowcdlv  can*ied 
on,  to  infer  that  a  spirit  of  hostilitjr  is  indulged  more  violent  than 
ever  against  the  rignts  and  prosperity  of  tiiis  countiy. 

This  increased  violence  is  best  explained  by  the  two  important 
Circumstances,  that  the  great  contest  in  Europe  for  an  equilibrium 
guaranteeing  all  its  estates  against  tiie  ambition  of  any,  has  been 
closed  without  any  check  on  the  overbearing  power  of  Great  Bri- 


tun  on  the  oc»n ;  and  it  has  left  in  Her  hapjs  disposabU  anni-', 
mpnts  with  which,  forgetting  the  difficulties  nf  a  remote  warwitii 
ft  free  people,  and  jieitlins  to  the  intoxication  of  success,  with' 
ikt  example  of  a  great  victim  to  it  before  her  ejea,  she  cherishet 
hopes  ot  still  further  amrandizing  a  power  already  furmidable  in 
its  abuses  to  the  trant^uillity  of  the  civHiKed  and  commercial  world. 

But,  whatever  may  have  inspired  the  enemy  with  these  mere 
violent  purposes,  the  public  councils  of  a  nation,  more  able  to 
maintain  than  it  was  to  acquire  its  independence,  and  with  a  dc' 
votion  to  it  rendered  more  ardent  by  the  experience  of  its  blef- 
aings,  can  never  deliberate  but  on  the  means  most  eBectual  for, 
defeating  the  extravagant  views  or  unwarrantable  paasioas  widi 
which  alone  the  war  can  now  be  pursued  against  us. 

In  the  events  of  the  present  campaign,  the  enemy,  with  ill  bis 
augmented  means,  and  wanton  use  of  them,  has  little  ground  tar 
exultation,  unless  he  can  fee)  it  in  the  success  of  hi^  recent  en- 
terprizes  against  this  metropolis  and  the  neightwuring  town  of 
Alexandria,  from  both  of  which  his  retreats  were  as  precipitate 
as  his  attempts  were  bold  and  fortunate.  In  his  other  incnrsioH 
on  our  Atlantic  frontier,  his  progress  often  checked  and  chastiMJ 
by  the  martial  spirit  of  the  neighborinK  citizens,  has  had  man 
cOect  in  distressing  individuals,  and  in  aishononng  his  arms,  thu 


in  promoting  any  object  of  legitimate  warfare.  And,  in  the  twt 
instances  menUoneo,  however  deeply  to  be  regretted  on  oar  Mut, 
he  wil!  find  in  his  transient  success,  which  interrupted  for  ■ 


moment  only  the  ordinary  public  business  at  the  seat  ofgorcrt- 
ment,  no  compensation  for  the  lass  of  character  tcith  the  woH4, 
by  his  violations  of  private  property,  and  hv  his  destruction  ofpi^ 
lie  edifices,  protected,  as  inonumenta  of  the  art%  by  the  Uwf  ^, 
civilized  warfare. 

On  our  side,  ws  can  appeal  to  a  series  of  achievements  whid 
have  given  new  lustre  to  the  American  anns.  Bi-sides  the  bril', 
liant  incidents  in  the  minor  operations  of  the  campaign,  &t , 
splendid  victories  gained  on  the  Canadian  side  of  tlic  Niagara.  Ilf! 
the  American  forces  under  major  general  Brown,  and  brigadiol 
Bcott  and  Gaines,  have  gained  fur  those  heroes,  mul  iheir  eiftob* 
ting  companions,  the  moAt  unfading  laurels;  and,  having  tria*-. 
phantly  tested  the  prngresbivc  discipline  of  the  Aiiieritan  suldien. 
nave  taught  the  enemyth.it  tlie  longer  he  protracts  his  hoatiltlh^ 
forts,  tlie  more  certain  and  decisive  will  be  \\u  final  i!iscomB(B(fSg  ' 

On  our  southern  boi-der,  victory  has  continued  alsoto  fuHoirfl^ 
Americar-  standard.  The  hold  and  skilful  operations  of  tin 
genenl  Jackson,  conducting  troops  drawn  from  the  militia  qf]! 
states  least  distant,  particularly  of  TenneBi«ee,  have  sof  * 
the  principal  tribes  of  hostile  savages,  and,  by  esfaititiA 
peace  with  them,  preceded  by  recent  and  exenplary  chsatiw.^ 
nas  best  guarded  against  the  mischief  of  their  co-opermtin}! 
the  British  enierpnzes  which  may  be  planned  a^nst  Ihat  JD'^^ 
of  oar  country.     Important  tribes  nf  Indians  on  our  n     '"  " 
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frontier  fa&ye  also  acceded  to  9tipulationa.  which  bind  taem  .to 
the  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  to  consider  our  enemy 
as  theirs  also. 

in  the  recent  attemnt  of  the  enemj  on  the  city  of  Baltimore^  • 
defended  by  militia  and  irolunteers,  aided  by  a  small  body  of  re- 
gulars and  seamen,  he  was  received  with  a  spirit  which  produced 
a  rapid  retreat  to  his  ships;  whilst  a  concurrent  attack  by  a  large 
fleet  was  successfully  resisted  by  the  steady  and  well  directed 
fire  of  the  fort  and  batteries  opposed  to  it. 

In  another  recent  attack  by  a  powerful  force  on  our  troops  at 
Plattsburgh,  of  which  regulars  made  a  part  only,  the  enemy,  after 
a  perseverance  for  many  hours,  was  finally  compelled  to  seek 
safety  in  a  hasty  retreat,  with  our  gallant  bands  pressing  upoa 
him. 

On  the  lakes,  so  much  contested  throughout  the  war,  the  great 
exertions  for  the  command  made  on  our  part,  have  been  weU  re- 
paid. On  lake  Ontario  our  squadron  is  now,  and  has  been  for 
some  time,  in  a  condition  to  confine  that  of  the  enemy  to  his  owa 
port ;  and  to  favour  the  operations  of  our  land  forces  on  that 
mntier. 

A  ^rt  of  the  squadron  on  lake  Erie  has  been  extended  into 
lake  Huron,  and  has  produced  the  advantage  of  displaying  our 
command  on  that  lake  also.  One  object  of  the  expedition  was 
^e  reduction  of  Mackinaw,  which  failed,  with  the  loss  of  a  few 
brave  men,  among  whom  was  an  ofiicer  justly  distinguished  for 
his  gallant  exploits.  The  expedition,  ably  conducted  by  both  the 
land  and  naval  commanders,  was  otherwise  highly  valuable  in  its 
effects. 

On  lake  Champlain,  where  our  superiority  had  for  some  time 
been  ubdisputed,  the  British  squadron  lately  came  into  action  with 
the  American,  commanded  by  captain  Macdonoush.  It  issued  la 
^e  capture  of  tiie  whole  of  the  enemy's  ships.  The  best  praise 
for  this  officer,  and  his  intrepid  comrades,  is  in  the  likeness  of  his 
triumph  to  the  illustrious  victory  which  immortalized  another 
<^cer,  and  established,  at  a  critical  moment,  our  command  of  au  * 
other  lake. 

On  the  ocean,  the  pride  of  our  naval  arms  has  been  amply  sup- 
ported. A  second  trigate,  indeed,  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  but  the  loss  is  hidden  in  the  blaze  of  heroism  with 
which  she  was  defended.  Captain  Porter,  who  commanded  her, 
and  whose  previous  career  had  been  distinguished  by  daring  en^* 
terprize  and  by  fertility  of  genius,  maintained  a  sanguinary 
contest  against  two  ships,  one  of  them  superior  to  his  own,  and 
under  other  severe  disadvantages,  till  humanity  tore  doitn  the  cO" 
lours  which  valor  had  nailed  to  the  maet*  This  officer  and  his 
brave  comrades,  have  added  much  to  the  rising  glory  of  the  Ameri* 
can  flag,  and  have  merited  all  the  effiisions  oigratitude  wliich  their 
country  is  ever  ready  to  bestow  on  the  champiojua  of  its  rigjbta 
•«Dd  of  its  safety. 

•  •'  •  '  -'^  as 
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Tw»  sm&iler  vessels  of  w&r  have  also  become  prizes  fe  tke 
Cnemj  ;  butbjr  a  superioritj  of  force  which  sufficiently  Tindicttei 
the  repHtation  of  their  commaDders ;  whilst  two  uthen,  one  con- 
nanded  by  captain  WarFin^n,  the  other  by.  captain  Blalelf, 
liave  captured  British  ships  of  the  same  cUss.  with  a  ^lant^ 
and  goo<l  conduct  which  entitle  them  and  their  companions  to  & 
jost  share  in  the  praise  of  tlieir  country. 

In  spite  of  the  naral  force  of  the  enemy  AccnmuUted  on  otf 
eouts,  our  private  cruizers  have  also  not  ceased  to  annoy  Uf 
commerce,  and  to  bring  their  rich  prizes  into  our  ports  ;  contri- 
buting thus,  with  other  proofs,  to  demonstrate  the  incompetencf 
and  illegalitj  of  a  blockade,  the  proclamation  of  which  la  nude 
the  preteit  for  vexing  and  discouraging  the  commerce  of  neatnl 
powers  with  the  United  States. 

To  meet  the  extended  and  diversified  warfare  adopted  by  tb 
enemy,  great  bodies  of  militia  have  been  taken  into  service  for  the 
public  defence,  and  great  expenses  incurred.  That  the  defence 
cveiy  where  may  be  noth  more  convenient  and  more  economicalt 
Congress  will  see  the  necessity  of  immediate  measures  fi>r  filliB| 
'  the  ranks  of  tlie  regular  army,  and  of  enlat^g  the  proviiion  fir 
tpecial  corps,  mounted  and  unmounted,  to  be  engaged  for  iongv 
p«riods  of  service  than  are  due  from  the  militia.  I  earnestly  re- 
new, at  the  same  time,  a  recommendation  of  such  changes  in  tks 
system  of  the  militia,  as,  by  ctissing  and  disciplininx,  for  dc. 
most  prompt  and  active  service,  the  portions  most  capSile  of  i^ 
will  give  to  that  great  resource  for  tne  public  safuty,  all  (ht  re- 
quisite ener^  and  efficiency. 

The  monies  received  into  the  Treasury  during  the  nine  mon^ 
ending  on  the  30th  day  of  June  last,  amounted  to  thirty-tv^o  ix'h 
lions  of  doirars,  of  which,  near  eleven  millions  wi^rc  the  procecjl 
of  the  pubfic  revenue,  and  the  remainder  dcHvod  from  louL 
The  disbursements  for  pobtie  expenditures  duritia;  the  same  p^ 
nod,  exceeded  thirty-four  millions  of  dollars.  Ttit-  demands  0I^ 
ing  the  remainder  of  the'present  year,  already  authorized  by  C«r 
gress,  and  the  expenses  incident  to  an  extension  of  tiie  nnentka 
•f  the  war,  will  render  it  necessary  that  large  sums  should  ^ 
provided  to  meet  them. 

From  this  view  of  the  national  afiairs,  Con)i;ress  will  be  tupl 
to  take  -ip,  without^  delay,  as  well  tlie  subject  of  pecuniary  suT 

Sites,  as  ^lat  of  military  force,  and  on  a  scale  commensurate  ml 
le  extent  and  the  character  which  the  war  has  assumed .  ll  is  Ml 
to  be  dissFuised  that  the  situation  of  our  ctiuntry  calU  for  ik 
greatest  e Sorts.  Our  enemy  is  powerful  in  men  and  in  money,M 
file  land  and  on  the  water.  Availing  himself  of  fortuitoos  i^ 
vantages,  he  is  arming,  with  his  undivided  force,  a  deadly  tbt 
atour  growing  prosperity,  perhaps  at  our  national  existence.  B* 
thh  avowed  his  purpose  of  trampling  on  the  usages  of  ci\1Iinl 
warfare,  and  given  earnests  of.  it  in  toe  ptuiider  apd  v  ruIob  4if  i 
tnctRML  of  private  property.    In  Us  pride  of  uaritine  domi^nJ 
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thirst  of  eommereial  monopoly,  he  strikes  with  pe6il« 
ity  at  the  progress  of  our  navigation  and  of  our  manSr 
His  barbarous  policy  has  not  even  spared  those  monu- 
le  arts  and  models  oi  taste  with  which  our  country  had 
nd  embellished  its  infant  metropolis.  From  such  aB 
hostility,  in  its  greatest  force  and  in  its  worst  form% 
»ked  for.  The  American  people  will  face  it  with  the 
spirit  which,  in  their  revolutionary  struggle,  defeated 
30US  projects.  His  threats  and  his  barbanties,  instead 
will  kindle  in  every  bosom  an  indignation  not  to  be 
d  but  in  the  disaster  and  expulsion  ot  such  cruel  inva^ 
providing  the  means  necessary,  the  national  legislature, 
(trust  the  heroic  and  enlightened  patriotism  of  its  con- 
They  will  cheerfully  and  proudly  bear  every  burden 
nd  which  the  safety  and  honour  of  the  nation  demand, 
•een  them  every  where  paying  their  taxes,  direct  and 
ith  the  greatest  promptness  and  alacrity.  We  see  tiiem 
th  enthusiasm  to  the  scenes  where  danger  and  duty 
BTering  their  blood,  they  give  the  surest  pledge  that  no 
be  will  be  withheld. 

brborne  to  declare  war  until  to  othei^  aggressions  had 
the  capture  of  nearly  a  thousand  American  vessels, 
prisonment  of  thousands  of  American  seafaring  citi- 
intil  a  final  declaration  had  been  made  by  the  govern* 
-eat  Britain,  that  her  hostile  orders  against  our  com*. 
Id  not  be  revoked,  but  on  conditions  as  impossible  as 
list  it  was  known  that  thes^  orders  would  not  otherwise' 
with  a  war  which  had  lasted  nearly  twenty  years,  and 
»rding  to  appearances  at  that  time,  might  fast  as  many 
ng  manifested,  on  every  occasion,  and  in  every  pro- 
i  sincere  desire  to  arrest  the  effusion  of  blood,  and 
lemy  on  the  ground  of  justice  and  reconciliation,  our 
intr^,  in  still  opposing  to  his  persevering  hostility  all 
I,  with  an  undiminished  disposition  towards  peace  and 
on  honourable  terms,  must  carry  with  it  the  rood 
he  impartial  world,  and  the  best  hopes  of  support  from 
ent  and  kind  Providence. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
n,  September  20th,  1814, 


FORT  ERIE,  September  32d,  1814. 

cutins  the  duty  you  have  imposed  on  me,  of  reporting 
t  of  the  officers  and  men  composing  the  left  column,* 
was  pleased  to  place  under  mjr  command,  in  the  sortie 
instant,  the  pleasure  I  derive  in  representing  to  you  the 
conduct  of  the  whole,  is  deeply  chastened  by  sorrow 
of  many  brave  and  distinguished  men. 
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Being  oblieed,  from  the  nature  of  the  gnrand,  to  act  on  -fiot,  it 
WKH  imposeilde  Oiat  m;  own  personal  obBenation  should  reach  to 
everr  ofGcer.  Some  part  of  this  report  mnat  therefore  rest  npcn 
the  raformation  of  others. 

It  is  the  business  of  this  coniinamcation  to  speak  of  the  con- 
duct of  individuals  ;  vet  you  will  permit  me  to  premise,  allhoi^ 
well  known  to  jourself  already,  that  the  object  of  the  left  colamv 
was  to  penetrate,  bj  a  circuitous  route,  between  the  enetnj's  hat- 
teries,  where  one-third  of  his  force  was  always  kept  on  duty,  ai 
his  main  camp,  and  that  it  was  subdivided  into  three  divisions— 
tte  advance  of  20Q  rifiemen,  and  a  few  Indians,  commanded  hf 
colonel  Gibson,  and  two  columns  moving  parallel  to,  and  30  yantt 
distant  from,  each  other.  The  right  column  was  commanded  tf 
lieutenant  colonel  Wood,  headed  by  400  infantry,  under  nujor 
Brook,  of  the  SQil,  and  followed  by  500  volunteers  and  milidi^ 
being  parts  of  lieutenant  colonels  Dobbin's,  M'Bumej's  asd 
Fleming's  reeiroents,  and  was  intended  to  attack  the  latterin. 

The  left  column  of  500  militia,  was  commanded  by  brigiditr 
general  Davis,  and  comprised  the  commands  of  lieutenant  coh- 
nels  Hopkins,  Churchhill  and  Crosby,  and  was  intended  to  beM 
in  check  any  reinforcements  from  the  enemy's  camp  ;  or  bsA 
columns  (circumstances  requiring  it,  which  frequently  happened) 
to  co-operate  in  the  same  object. 

After  carrying  by  storm,  in  the  handsomest  s^le,  a  stnat 
block  house,  in  rear  of  the  third  battery,  making;  its  garrisDn  pv 
■oners,  destroying  the  three  24  pounclers  and  their  carriage*  ii 
the  third  battery,  and  blowing  up  the  enemy's  magazine,  ui 
after  co-operating  with  genenJ  Miller  in  t^mg  the  secondW- 
tery,  the  gallant  leaders  of  the  three  divisionn  all  Ml  nfsrirW 
the  same  time  ;  colonel  Gibson,  at  Hhet  secund  battery,  and  geatnt 
Davis  and  lieutenant  colonel  Wood  in  an  a^sualt  upon  Ae 
first 

Brigadier  general  Davis,  although  a  militia  officer  of  litttc  ei- 
perie nee.  conducted  on  this  occasion  with  all  the  coolness  ul 
bravery  of  a  veteran,  and  fell  while  advancing  upon  the  eneia*^ 
entrenchments.  His  loss  as  a  citizen  «s  well  as  a  suldier,  will  M 
severely  felt  in  the  patriotic  county  of  Genessee.  Colonel  Gitm 
fully  sustained  the  Wh  military  reputation,  which  he  had  b^M 
so  justly  acquired.  You  know  how  exalted  an  opinion  I  bltt 
always  entertained  of  lieutenant  colonel  Wood  of  the  cnginetfi. 
His  conduct  on  this  day  was  what  it  unit'ormly  has  been,  <• 
every  similar  occasion,  on  an  exhibition  of  military  skill,  antt 

1'udgment,  and  heroic  valor.  Of  tlie  other  regular  offimi, 
ieutenant  colonel  M'Donald  and  nujor  Brook,  senior  in  tsa- 
mand,  will  report  to  you  in  relation  to  their  respective  diviMB^ 
Permit  me,  however,  to  say  of  these  two  olhcers,  that.  latiAu 
was  left  to  them  by  the  fall  of  their  di^tinguistietl  leaden,  tiiey 
'  were  able  to  sustain  their  parts  in  the  most  ailmira' ' 
itnd  they  richly  deserve  the  notice  of  the  goremtaeot 
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Of  the  militia,  I  rt^rtt  that  the  limits  of  a  report  will  not  per* 
mit  me  even  to  name  all  of  those,  who  on  this  occasion  established 
claims  to  the  gratitude  of  their  fellow  citizens;  much  less  to  par- 
ticularize individual  merit*  Lieutenant  colonels  Hopkins,  M'Bur- 
nej,  Churchhill  and  Crosby,  and  majors  Lee,  Marcle,  Wilson, 
Ijawrence,  Burr,  Dunham,  Kellogg,  and  Oanson,  are  entitled  to 
the  highest  praise  for  their  gallant  conduct,' their  steady  and  per- 
severing exertions.  Lieutenant  colonel  Dobbin  beine  prevented 
by  severe  indi^-position  from  taking  the  field,  major  Hdl,  assistant 
inspector  general,  volunteered  his  services  to  join  major  Lee  im 
the  command  of  the  volunteer  reeiment ;  and  major  Lee  and 
every  other  officer  speaks  in  the  hi^est  terms  of  the  gallant  and 
goou  conduct  of  this  young  officer.  ; 

Captain  Fleming,  who  commanded  the  Indians,  was,  as  he  always 
IS,  in  the  front  of  the  battle.  There  is  not  a  more  intrepid  soldier 
in  the  army.  I  should  be  ungrateful  were  I  to  omit  the  names  tf 
captains  Knapp  and  Hull  of  the  volunteers,  and  captain  Parkegr 
and  lieutenant  Chatfie.ld  of  the  militia,  by  whose  intrepidity  I 
was,  during^the  action,  extricated  from  the  most  unpleasant  situa- 
tion. Captains  Richardson,  Buel  and  Kennedy,  lieutenants  Park- 
hurst  and  Brown,  and  adjutants  Dobbin,  Bates  and  Robinson, 
particularly  distinguished  themselves.  The  patriotic  conduct  of 
captain  EUiot,  Mdth  twenty  young  rentlemen,  who  volunteered 
from  Batavia,  andftof  major  Hubbard  with  fourteen  men,  exempt- 
ed by  age  from  military  auty,  should  not  be  omitted.  They  were 
conspicuous  during  the  action. 

You  will  excuse  me  if  I  shall  seem  partial  in  speaking  of  my 
own  family,  consisting  of  my  brisade  major  Frazer,  my  volunteer 
aid-de-camp  Riddle,  fboth  fii^st  lieutenants  in  the  15tn  infantry^ 
'  captain  Bi^er  of  the  Canadian  volunteers,  Messrs.  Williams  ana 
Selapierre,  volunteer  aids  for  the  day,  all  of  whom,  except  Mr. 
Williams,  were  wounded. 

Lieutenants  Frazer  and  Riddle  were  engaged  for  most  of  tiie 
;  lirecedine;  day  with  fatigue  parties,  cutting  roads  for  the  advance 
.  of  the  ccuumn  through  the  swamp,  and  falling  timber  to  the  rear, 
.  -and  within  150  yards  of  the  enemy's  ri^t:  which  service  they 
,  executed  with  so  much  address  as  to  avoid  discovery ;  and  on  the 
aucceedtng  day  they  conducted  the  two  columns  to  the  attack. 
,  Frazer  was  severely  wounded  by  a  musket  ball  while  spiking  a 
gun  on  the  second  battery*    Kadle,  after  tlie  first  battery  was 
. .  carried,  descended  into  the  enemy's  magazine,  and  after  securing 
«.  '(with  the  assistance  of  quarter  master  Greene  of  the  volunteers, 
whose  good  c.onduct  deserves  much  praise)  a  quantity  of  fixed  am- 
munition, blew  up  the  magazine  and  suffered  severely  by  the  explo- 
aion.    I  must  solicit,  through  jou,  sir,  the  attention  of  the  ^neral 
government  to  these  meritorious  young  men.    Captain  Bigger  is 
an  excellent  officer,  and  rendered  me  much  assistance,  but  was 
,  dangerously  wounded.    The  other  young  gentlemen  are  citizens^i 
*  aad  deaerve.much  credit  for  their  activity,  and  for  having  volonta- 


bUj  encmtntered  diBrer.    ify  aid-de-eanp,  major  Dox,  wat  gaD<-.. 
ineil  at  BiifTah  b^  aickness. 

On  the  whole,  sir,  I  can  saj  of  the  regular  troopi  attached  totte 
lef<  columD,  of  the  veteran  volnnteen  of  lieutenant  colonel  Mt- 
bin's  regiment,  that  every  man  did  his  duty,  and  their  condact  ot 
this  occasion  reflects  a  new  lustre  on  their  former  brilliant 
achievements.  To  the  militia,  the  coraptimeDt  is  jaatl;  due,  and 
1  could  pay  them  no  greater  one,  than  to  sar,  that  they  were  adt 
surpassed  by  the  heroes  of  Chippewa  and  Niagara  id  steadinai 
and  bravery- 

The  studied  intricacT  of  the  enemy's  defences,  contisting  not 
only  of  the  breaat-worV  connecting  their  batteries,  but  of  soe- 
cessive  lines  of  entrenchments  lor  a  hundred  yards  in  the  rear, 
covering  the  batteries  and  enfilading  each  other,  and  the  whde 
obstructed  by  abattis,  brush  and  felled  timber,  was  calculated  to 
produce  contusion  among  the  assailants,  and  led  to  several  c«- 
testa  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  But  by  our  double  columns  ud 
temporary  irregularity  in  the  one,  was  always  corrected  by  the 
ether.  Our  success  would  probably  have  been  more  complete,  bat 
for  the  rain  which  unfortunately  set  in  soon  after  we  commenced 
our  march,  which  rendered  the  fire  of  many  of  our  muskets  nie- 
less,  and  by  obscuring  the  aun,  led  to  several  ualuclcy  mistaken 
As  an  instance  of  this,  a  body  of  50  prisoners  who  had  surren- 
dered, were  ordered  to  the  fort  in  charge  of  a  subaltern  and  14 
volunteers ;  the  ofKcer  mistaking  the  direction,  conducted  themt»-. 
wards  the  British  camp  in  the  route  by  which  we  had  advance^ 
and  they  were  re-taken  with  the  whole  of  the  guard,  excepti9| 
the  officer  and  one  man,  who  fought  their  way  back.  Several  mod 
stragglers  were  made  prisoners  by  the  same  mTstake.  But,  m. 
notwithstanding  these  accidents,  we  have  reason  to  rejoice  at  mi 
signal  success,  in  inflicting  a  vastly  disproportionate  injury  on  tha 
enemy,  and  in  wholly  defeating  afl  his  plans  of  operation  sgumi 
tbii  army. 

I  have  the  honourto  be,  Sec. 
P.  B.  PORTER, 
Brig.  Otn.  comdg.  voluvi^ers  and  mUitil^ 
Major  General  Brovn,  CDmnumdinif,  &c. 

JVames  and  rank  of  the  officers  killrd,  wounded,  and  muni^.  ■* 

Killed— lieutenant  colonelE.  D.Wood,  captain  and  brevet  lidlv 
tenant  colonel  of  engineers;  captain  L.  Bradford,  -21st  infantm. 
captain  H.  Hale,  11th  infantry ;  captain  L.  G.  A.  Armstead,  m. 
ridemen. 

Wounded — Staff*,  brigadier  general  Kpley,  Sd  briii:ade,  daqi^ 
rously,  shot  through  the  neck  ;  Ist  lieutenant  CranfuH,  lliha-, 
fantry  ;  brigade  major  Ist  brigade,  slightly,  shot  in  the  arm  ;  9A 
infantry,  lieutenat  colonel  Aspinwall,  severly,  U-ft  arm  ampi- 
tatcd  ;  captain  Ingersul,  slightlv,  in  the  head  ;  1  st  lieutenant  E 
CliHds,  severely, bayopet wounfl  dirough  tho  th^    lltk'  " 


l«t lieutenant  W'.  F.  Hale,  daneerotisly,  shot  in  the  body;  2J 
lieutenant  I.  Clarke,  severely  inuiebodj  ;  3d  lieqtenant  Steven^ 
son,  severely,  through  the  thigh ;  Sd  lieutenant  Davis,  dangerous^ 
Ij,  through  the  body ;  19th  infantry,  major  Trimble,  dangerously, 
shot  through  the  body;  ensign  Neely,  slightly,  shot  in  the  thigh ;  21st 
infantry,  ensign  Cummings,  severely,  in  the  arm ;  23d  infantry,  Ist 
Keutenant  Brown,  slightly,  in  the  arm ;  ensign  O'Fling,  mortally,, 
since  dead  ;  1st  riflemen,  captain  Ramsey,  severely,  in  the  groin  t 
Sd  lieutenant  Cobb,  severely,  in  the  body ;  4th  riflemen,  colonel 
James  Gibson,  mortally,  since  dead ;  1st  lieutenant  Grant,  severe 
Wounds  in  the  arm  and  side 

Missing— 1st  lieutenant  Ballard,  adjutant  4th  riflemen,  pri-i^ 
ioner. 

Of  the  Militia— 4illed — brigadier  general  Davis,  of  volunteer 
brigade ;  captain  Buel,  of  lieutenant  colonel  Crosby's  regiment; 
lieutenant  Brown,  of  lieutenant  colonel  M'Burney's  regiment; 
lieutenant  W,  Belknap,  of  lieutenant  colonel  Flemming's  regi- 
ment; ensign  Blakely,  of  lieutenant  colonel  M'Burney's  regi- 
ment. 

Wounded— 'Staff,  major  general  P.  B.  Porter,  sword  wound  in 
the  hand;  Ist  lieutenant  Frazer,  13th  infantry,  brigade  major, 
severely,  in  the  le^;  1st  lieutenant  Riddle,  I5th  infantry,  acting 
as  aid-de-camp,  slijght  contusion  ;  captain  Bigger,  New  York  vo- 
lunteers, acting  aid,  severely  through  the  breast  and  shoulder ; 
lieutenant  colonel  Dobbin's  regiment— captain  Knapp,  in  the  hip  ; 
lieutenant  Bailey,  in  the  side ;  lieu^nant  colonel  M'Bumey's 
regiment-— captain  Hale,  wounded  and  prisoner ;  lieutenant  co- » 
lonel  Hopkins'  regiment — lieutenant  Gillet,  through  the  thigh. 

Missing — ^lieutenant  colonel  W.  L.  Churchhill ;  major  E.  Wil« 
ton ;  quarter  master  O.  Wilcox  ;  captain  Crouch  ;  captain  Case  ; . 
lieutenant  Case ;  ensign  Chambers ;  ensign  Clark ;  ensign  Church, 
prisoners. 

PORT  M'HENRY,  Septeml>eT  24th,  1814. 

SIR, 

A  severe  indisposition,  the  effect  of  great  fatigue  and  elpo^ 
sure,  has  prevented  me  heretofore  from  presenting  you  with  an 
account  of  the  attack  on  this  post.    On  the,  night  of  Saturday  th^ 
10th  instant,  tiie  British  fleet,  consisting  of  ships  of  the  line,  heavy.- 
frigates  and  bomb  vessels,  amounthig  in  the  whole  to  30  sail,  ap-^^ 
pearedat  the  mouth  of  the  river  Patapsco,  with  ^very  indication 
cf  an  attempt  upon  the  city  of  Baltimore.    My  own  force  con- 
sisted of  one  company  of  United  States'  artillery,  under  captain 
Evans,  and  two  companies  of  sea-fencibles,  under  captains  Bun-  '• 
bury  and  Addison.    Of  these  three  Companies,  35  men  were  un- 
fortunatelv  on  the  sick  list,  and  unfit  for  duty.    I  had  been  fur- 
nished with  two  companies  of  volunteer  artillery  from  the  city  of 
B!a4timore  ancter  ciq^tMn  BeYrj  and  lieutetnflrit  commandant  Peh^ 


WRgtoB.  To  tiiete  T  muA  add  another  very  fine  compur  (f 
*aluiiteer  artillerists,  under  judge  Nicholson,  who  had  profieitd 
their  services  to  ud  in  the  defence  of  this  poat  whenever  an  attack 
might  be  apprehended;  and  alio  a  detachment  from  commodore 
Barnej's  notilla,  under  lieutenant  Redman.  Brigadier  genenl 
Winder  had  also  furnished  me  with  about  600  infantrj,  nado'  tfe 
command  of  lieutenant  colonel  Stewart  and  mqor  Lane,  conaiit- 
iag  of  detachments  from  the  12th,  14th,  S6th,  and  38th  re^menti 
M  United  States'  troops— the  total  amounting  to  about  1000 
cKctiva  men. 

On  Monday  morning,  verj  early,  it  was  perceived  that  the  ene- 
my was  landing^  troops  on  the  east  side  of  the  Patapsco,  distance 
amut  ten  miles.  During  that  day  and  the  ensuing  night,  he  had 
brought  sixteen  ships  (including  dve  bomb  ships)  wi^in  about 
iwo  miles  and  a  half  of  this  furt.  I  had  arran^d  my  force  u 
follows  ^— the  re^lar  artillensta  under  captain  Evans,  and  the 
volunteers  under  captain  Nicholson,  manned  the  bastions  in  the 
Star  Fort  Captains  Bunbury's,  Addison's,  Rodman's,  Benj% 
and  lieutenant  commandant  Pennington's  commands  were  ita- 
lionedotithelowerworks,  and  the  infantry,  under  lieutenant  c^ 
Bel  Stewart  and  major  Lane,  were  in  the  outer  ditch,  to  meet  th^ 
enemy  at  his  landing,  should  he  attempt  onr. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  about  sun-rise,  the  enemy  commeocd 
the  attack  from  his  five  bomb  vessels,  at  the  distance  of  afaosl 
two  miles,  and  kept  up  an  incessant  and  well  directed  bomUsid^ 
rnent.  We  immediately  opened  our  batteries,  and  kept  up  a  bnk 
Are  from  our  guns  and  mortars,  but  unfortunately  our  shot  ui 
shells  all  fell  considerably  short  of  him.  Tliis  was  to  me  •  rami 
distressing  circumstance ;  as  it  left  us  exposed  to  a  constant  tod 
tremendous  shower  of  shells,  without  the  mo>t  remote  possibility 
•f  our  doing  him  the  slightest  injury.     It  affords  me   the  bij^iMt 

Satifioation  to  state,  that  though  we  were  left  tlius  exposed,  aol 
as  inactive,  not  a  man  shrunk  from  the  conflirt. 
About  two  o'clock  P.  M,  one  of  the  24  p.mmJers  of  the  soaSt- 
west  bastion,  under  the  immediate  command  of  captain  Nicb^ 
ton,  was  dismoanled  by  a  shell,  the  explosion  from  which  kSW 
his  second  lieutenant,  and  wounded  several  of  hia  mtn  ;  tlie  bifi 
*le  necessarily  produced  in  removing  the  woundeil  and  repladif 

the  gun,  probably  induced  the  enemy  to    "   '--' 

state  of  confusion,  as  he  brouajht  in  three 
what  I  believed  to  be  good  striking  distant  -  ^     t 

dered  a  fire  to  be  opened,  which  wuobeveti  uith  alacrity  ihmA 
the  whole  garrison,  and  in  half  an  hour  thort  intruders  again  shn* 
tered  themselves  by  mthdrawing  beyond  uur  reach.  We  f«M 
three  cheers,  and  again  ceased  firing — 'Dit?  enemy  cofltLMtA 
throwing  shells,  with  one  or  two  sli^t  inifrniisMons,  till  Mt 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  when  it  was  discntvMl 
that  he  had  availed  himself  of  the  darkness  ul  the  oi^t,  wut  hw 
l^irowna  considerable fwce  above  to  our  rightj  they  had  appmA- 


•MiuNUfii  itiiu  repiaoiy 
sii-pect  we  were  nV 
c  of  hi)!  bomb  shipSi'H' 
ci:     I  imm.-diately«rf 
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«d  Terj  near  to  Fort  Covington,  when  they  liegalft  to^ibrow 
rockets;  intended,  I  presume,  to  give  them  an  opportanky  ot 
examining  the  shores— tas  I  have  since  understood,  they  had  de* 
tached  1£50  picked  men,  with  scaling  ladders,  for  the  purpose  of 
storming  this  fort.  We  once  more  had  an  opportunity  of  opening 
our  batteries,  and  kept  up  a  continued  blaze  lor  nearly  two  hours, 
which  had  the  effect  again  to  drive  them  off. 

Injustice  to  lieutenant  Newcomb,  of  the  United  States'  navy, 
who  commanded  at  fort  Covington,  with  a  detachment  of  sailtiiv, 
and  lieutenant  Webster,  of  the  flotilla,  who  commanded  the  dix 
sun  battery  near  that  fort,  I  ousht  to  state,  that  during  this  time 
Siey  kept  up  an  animated,  and  1  believe,  a  very  destructive  fire,  to 
which  I  am  persuaded,  we  are  much  indebted  in.  repulsing  the  en- 
emy. One  of  his  sunken  barges  has  since  been  founci  with  two  dead 
men  in  it ;  others  have  been  seen  floating  in  the  river.  The  onl^ 
means  we  had  of  directing  our  guns,  was  by  the  blaze  of  their  rock^ 
ets,  and  the  flashes  of  their  guns.  Had  they  ventured  to  the  same 
situation  in  the  day  time,  not  a  man  would  have  escaped. 

The  bombardment  continued  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  inntil  7 
o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning,  when  it  ceased ;  and  about  % 
their  ships  got  under  weigh,  and  stood  down  the  river.  During 
the  bombardment,  which  lasted  25  hours  (with  two  slight  intemiis* 
^ons)  from  the  best  calculation  I  can  make,  from  15  to  1800 
ehells  were  thrown  by  the  enemv.  A  few  of  these  fell  short.  A 
kree  proportion  burst  over  us,  throwing  their  fragments  among  U8« 
and  threatening  destruction.  Many  passed  over,  and  about  406 
fell  within  the  works.  Two  of  the  public  buildings  are  materially 
injured,  the  others  but  sli^tly.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  (won- 
derful as  it  may  appear)  that  our  loss  amounts  only  to  four  men 
Killed,  and  24  wounded.  The  latter  will  all  recover.  Amons 
tiie  killed,  I  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  lieutenant  Clagget,  ana 
aergeant  Clemm,  both  of  captain  Nicholson's  volunteers;  two 
.iBen  whose  fate  is  to  be  deplored,  not  only  for  their  personal  bra- 
very, but  for  their  hi^h  standing,  amiable  demeanor,  and  spotless 
integrity  in  private  life.  Lieutenant  Russel,  of  the  company  un- 
der lieutenant  Pennington,  received,  early  in  the  attack,  a  severe 
contusion  in  the  heal ;  notwithstanding  which  he  remained  at  his 
post  during  the  whole  bombardment.  ^ 

Were  I  to  name  any  individuals  who  signalized  themselves,  it 
Vfonld  be  doing  injustice  to  others.     Suffice  it  to  say,  that  every 
.  officer  and  soldier  under  my  command  did  their  duty  to  my  entire 
satisfaction. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

G.  ARMISTEAD,  Lt.  Col  U.  8.  A^ 
The  Secretary  of  War. 

HEAD  QUARTERS,  CAMP  FORT  ERIE,  September  29th,  1814. 

SIR, 

In  my  letter  of  the  18th  instant  I  briefly  informed  you  of  the 
fortunate  issue  of  the  sortie  which    ook  place  the  day  preceding. 
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But  it  li  due  to  the  naDant  officers  and  men,  to  whose  bravery  we. 
are  indebted  for  our  success  on  this  occa&ion,  that  I  should  pn 
Tou  a  more  circumstantial  and  detailed  account  of  this  al&ir. 

The  enemy's  camp  I  had  ascertained  to  be  situated  in  a  field, 
surrounded  by  woods,  nearlj  two  miles  distant  from  their  batteriH 
and  entrenchments,  the  object  of  which  was  to  keep  the  parts  qf 
their  force  which  was  not  upon  duty,  out  of  the  range  of  our  in 
from  Fort  Erie  and  Black  lUtck.  Their  infantry  waa  formed  ioto 
three  brigades,  estimated  at  13  or  1500  men  each.  Ooe  of  these 
brigades,  with  a  detail  from  their  artillery,  was  stationed  at  their 
works,  (these  being  but  500  yards  distant  from  old  Fort  Erie,  and 
the  right  of  our  line.)  We  had  already  suffered  much  from  tht 
fire  of  two  of  their  batteries,  and  were  aware  that  a  third  wa 
about  tu  open  upon  us.  Under  these  circumstances,  1  resolved  ti 
storm  the  batteries,  destroy  the  cannon,  and  roughly  handle  the 
brigade  upon  duty,  before  those  in  reserve  could  oe  brought  ints 
action. 

On  the  morning  <d  the  17th,  the  infantry  and  riflemen,  ragi- 
lars  and  militia,  were  ordered  tube  parsdea  and  put  in  readineu 
to  march  precisely  at  12  o'clock.  General  Po.  .er  with  the  toIbb- 
teen,  colonel  Gibaon  with  the  fifleraen,  and  major  Brooks  witt 
the  23d  and  21st  infantry,  and  a  few  dragoons  acting  as  inhnHy, 
were  ordered  to  move  from  the  extreme  left  of  our  position,  ipM 
the  enemy's  right,  by  a  passage  opened  through  the  woods  fat  tbi 
occasion.  General  Miller  was  directed  to  station  his  commaifA 
In  the  ravine,  which  lies  between  fort  Erie  and  the  enemy's  kit 
teries,  by  parsing  them  by  detachments  throufch  the  skirts  of  the 
wood,  and  the  31st  infantry,  under  general  Riplej,  was  pHlfll 
OS  a  corps  of  reserve  between  the  new  bastions  of  fort  Bne*.  d 
nnder  cover  and  out  of  the  view  of  the  enemy. 

About  SO  minutes  before  3  P.  M.  I  found  tht?  left  columns,  a- 
der  the  command  of  general  Porter,  which  were  destined  to  tan 
the  enemy's  right,  within  a  few  rods  of  the  British  eiitrenchtoeata 
They  were  ordered  to  advance  and  commence  llie  action.  Fm- 
ing  down  the  ravine,  I  judged  from  the  report  of  musketry,  Alt 
the  action  had  commenced  on  our  left ;  I  now  ^lastened  to  eeaaH 
Miller  and  directed  him  tu  seize  the  moment  and  pierce  the  (■!• 
iny's  entrenchments  between  batteries  No.  S  and  3.  My  urM* 
were  promptly  and  ably  executed.  Within  30  minuter  after  Aa 
first  gun  was  nred,  batteries  No.  3  and  3,  the  enemy's  line  of  » 
trenciiments,  and  his  two  block  houses,  were  in  our  poss"''*" 
Soon  after,  battery  No.  1  was  abandoned  by  the  Briti^. 
guns  iti  each  were  spiked  by  ug,  or  otherwise  destroyed, 
magazine  of  No.  3  was  blown  up. 

A  few  minutes  before  the  ezplouon,  I  had  ordered  up 
e^rve  under  general  Ripley.    As  he  passed  me  at  the  heai 
column,  I  desired  him,  as  he  would  be  the  senior  in  aitvau  .. 
ascertaip,  «s  near  as  possible,  the  utuation  of  the  tnrapa  in  ■*■ 
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jieral,  and  to  have  a  care  that  not  more  was  hazarded  tlian  the 
occasion  required;  that»  the  object  of  the  sortie  effected,  the 
troops  would  retire  in  good  order,  &c.  General  Ripley  passed 
rapidlj  on;  soon  after,  1  became  alarmed  for  general  Miller,  and 
sent  an  order  for  the  £lst  to  hasten  to  his  support  towards  battery 
4f^o  1.  Colonel  Upham  received  the  order,  and  advanced  to  the 
aid  of  general  Miller.  General  Ripley  had  inclined  to  tlie  left, 
where  major  Brooks'  command  was  en^iged,  with  a  view  of  mak- 
ing some  necessary  enquiries  of  that  officer,  and  in  the  act  of  do; 
lug  so,  was  unfortunately  wounded.  By  tliis  time,  the  object  of 
the  sortie  was  accomplished  beyond  my  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions. Gc^neral  Miller  bad  consequently  ordered  the  troops  on 
the  right  to  fall  back ;  observing  this  movement,  I  sent  my  stafl^ 
^long  the  line  to  call  in  the  other  corps.  Within  a  few  minutes 
^ey  retired  from  the  ravine,  and  from  thence  to  camp. 

Thus,  one  thousand  regulars  and  an  equal  portion  of  militia,  in 
906  hour  of  close  action,  blasted  the  hopes  of  the  enemy,  des- 
tpiyed  the  fruits  of  fifty  days  labour,  and  diminised  his  effective 
ibrce  1000  men  at  least*  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  express  my 
^Uti^faction  at  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  thi^ 
division,  whose  valor  has  shone  superior  to  every  trial.  General 
Porter,  in  his  official  report  herein  inclosed,  has  very  properly  no- 
ticed those  patriotic  citizens  who  have  done  so  much  honour  to 
themselves,  by  freely  and  voluntarily  tendering  their  services  at 
$k  dangerous  and  critical  period. 

As  the  scene  of  action  was  in  a  wood,  in  advance  of  the  posi- 
tion I  had  chosen  for  directing  the  movements  of  the  whole,  the 
i^eral  reports  of  commandants  of  corps,  must  guide  me  in  no- 
ticing individuals. 

General  Miller  mentions  lieutenant  colonel  Aspinwall,  lieute^- 
nant  colonel  Beedle,  major  Trimble,  captain  Hull,  captain  Inger- 
•oll,  lieutenant  Crawford,  lieutenant  Lee,  and  particularly  ensign 
O'Fling,  as  entitled  to  distinction. 

Lieutenant  colonel  McDonald,  upon  whom  the  command  of  the 
rifle  corps  devolved,  upon  the  fall  of  the  brave  and  generous 
CHb9on,  names  adjutants  Shortridge  of  the  1st,  and  3allard  (tf 
the  4th  regiments,  as  deserving  the  hi^est  applause  for  their 
promptness  and  gallantry  in  communicating  orders.  Of  the  other 
officers  of  the  corps,  he  reports  generally,  that  the  bravery  an^ 
go<^  conduct  of  all  was  so  conspicuous,  as  to  render  it  impossiUp 
to  discriminate. 

Major  Brooks,  to  whom  much  credit  is  due  for  the  distinguished 
manner  in  which  he  executed  the  orders  he  received,  Sf^aks  in 
high  terms  of  lieutenants  Goodell,  IngersoU,  Livingston,  and  en- 
sims  Brant  and  G'FUne,  of  the  2dd,  particularly  of  thr  latter, 
Also  of  captain  Simms,  lieutenants  Bissel,  Shore,  and  Brinot,  •f 
the  Ist  infantry,  and  lieutenant  Watts,  of  the  dragoons. 


Lieutenant  culonel  Upham,  who  took  «umman(!  of  the  reS»m  ■ 
after  general  Ripley  was  disabled,  bestowa  great  praise  upon  majar 
Chaiuben,  of  the  4th  regiment  of  riBcmen,  attached  to  the  Slat 
infantry,  as  also  upon  captain  Bradford  and  lieutenant  Holdisg 
of  that  regiment. 

My  statT,  colonel  Snelling,  colonel  Gardner,  major  Jones,  and 
nj  aids-de-camp,  major  Austin  and  lieutenant  Armstrong,  were, 
as  u»ual,  zeidoua,  intelligent  and  active;  the;  perfotmed  eveif ' 
duty  required  of  them  to  my  entire  Mtisfactinn. 

lAajnr  Hall,  assistant  inspector  general,  led  a  battalion  nf  nu- 
litta,  and  conducted  with  skill  and  gallantry.  Lieutenant  Kirbf, 
aid-de-camp  to  general  Ripley,  was  extremely  active  and  nsenl 
during  the  time  he  was  in  action. 

Lieutenants  Frazer  and  Riddle  were  in  general  Porter's  SOfi 
'  their  bravery  was  cuuspicnous,  and  no  officers  of  their  grade  mat 
more  useful. 

The  corps  of  artillery,  commanded  by  major  Hindman,  whiA 
has  been  so  eminently  distinguished  tnrou^out  this  camp>ij% 
had  DO  opportunity  of  taking  a  part  in  the  sortie.  The  S3th  n- 
fantry,  under  colonel  Jessup,  was  stationed  in  fort  Erie  to  Md 
the  key  of  our  position. 

Colonel  Bracly,  on  whose  firmness  and  good  conduct  every  f^ 
liance  could  be  placed,  was  on  command  at  Buffalo  with  the  le- 
inains  of  the  22d  infantry.  Lieutenant  colonel  M'Ree  and  Un- 
tenant colonel  Wood,  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  having  renderrf 
to  this  army  services  the  ni0!>t  important,  I  must  seize  the  op^or- 
tunit<r  of  again  mentioning  tliem  paiticularly. .  On  every  trriV 
occasion,  1  nave  reaped  much  benefit  from  their  sound  and  exott 
lent  advice.  No  two  officers  of  their  grade  could  !iavecuiitnbiii(4 
more  to  the  safety  and  honour  of  this  arniv.  Wood,  bi  ;l^  e.  gat- 
rous  and  enterprising,  died  as  he  had  lived,  without  a  feeling  M 
Ibr  the  honour  of  his  country  and  glorv  of  her  arms.  His  aMt 
and  example  will  live  to  guide  the  soldier  in  the  path  of  duttJl 
lon^  as  true  heroism  is  heM  in  estimation.  M'Ree  lives  l»  eaf 
the  approbation  of  every  virtuous  and  i;cn«rous  mind,  and  tali- 
ceive  the  reward  due  to  his  services  and  hi^h  uiilitarv  tal<:nta. 

It  is  proper  here  to  notice,  that  althuug;!)  but  one-third  of  At 
enemy's  force  was  on  duty  when  his  worki  were  carried,  4l 
■  whole  were  brought  into  action  while  we  ucre  eniplo\e<l  in  4v- 
(roying  his  cannon.  We  secured  prisoners  froiif  seven  of  hbm- 
ments,  and  know  that  the  6th  and  82d  sufli;rt;d  severe!  v  in  yU 
and  wounded,  yet  these  regiments  were  nut  upon  dulv.' 

Lieutenant  general  Druininond  broke  up  his  camp  duriw'^ 
ni^ht  of  the  Slat,  and  retired  to  his  entrenchments  betiioH  dft 
Chippewa.  A  part  of  our  men  came  up  ivith  the  rear  •(  tfc 
arnyat  Frenchman'a  creek;  the  eneoij  destroyed  part  of  As 
stores,  by  setting  fire  to  the  buildings  from  which  thev  were  •■- 
ployed  HI  conveying  them.    We-found  iu  and  abuut  theoMi 
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ndmbl«.qiiaBtitj  of  cannon  ball,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred 
stand  of  arms. 

I  send  jou  enclosed  herein,  a  return  of  our  loss.    The  return  ' 
of  prisoners  enclosed,  does  not  include  the  stragglers  that  came 
in' after  the  action. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JACOB  BROWN. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


H.  Q.  CAMP  FORT  FRIE,  October  Ibt,  ISl-t 

MB. 

Looking  over  my  official  account  of  the  action  of  the  ITtIt 
ultimo,  I  find  that  the  names  of  the  regiments  which  composed 
^nerai  Miller's  command  have  not  been  given.  As  I  believe  it 
even  more  important  to  distinguish  corps  than  individuals,  I 
Mi  anxious  to  correct  this  mistMce.  General  Miller  on  that  daj 
commanded  the  remains  of  the  9th  and  11th  infantry  and  a  de- 
tachment of  the  19th.  Of  three  field  officers  who  were  attached 
tH  them,  two  were  severely  wounded ;  lieutenant  colonel  Aspin- 
wall  of  the  9th,  gallantly  leading  his  men  to  the  attack  upon  the 
enemy's  entrenchments ;  and  major  Trimble,  of  the  19th,  who 
was  snot  within  their  works,  coochicting  with  great  skill  and  bra- 
very.   A  detachment  of  the  17th  regiment  was  attached  to  the 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
JACOB  BKOWN. 
^on.  Sccrttary  of  War. 


y  PRIVATEER  GENERAL  ARMSTRONG. 

FAYAL,  October  4th,  1814;<. 

'SIR, 

f  With  infinite  regret  I  am  constrdned  to  say,  it  has  eventuallj^ 
Ikllen  to  my  lot  to  state  to  yoa  the  loss  and  destruction  of  the 
private  armed  brig  Gfeneral  Armstrong,  late  under  my  command^ 
We  sailed  from  Sandy  Hook  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  ultimo^ 
and  about  midnight  fell  in  chase^  aboard  of  a  razee  and  ship  ot 
the  line.    They  pursued  till  next  day  noon,  when  they  thought 

.proper  to  give  over  the  chase.  On  the  1 1th,  after  a  nine  hours'  chace^ 

*  boarded  the  private  armed  schooner  Perry,  John  Colman,  six  days 
from  Philadelphia,  had  thrown  over  all  his  guns.    On  the  following 

.  day  fell  in  with  an  enemy's  sun  brig;  exchanged  a  few  shots  with 
and  left  him.  On  the  24th,  boarded  a  Spanish  brig  and  schooner, 
and  a  Portuguese  ship,  all  from  the  Havanpa.  On  the  26th  fol- 
lowing, c^me  to  in  Fayal  Roads,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  water; 
called  on  the  American  consul  who  very  politely  ordered  our  wa- 
ier  immediately  «ent  ofll^  |t  bfliug  our  intention  to  proceedi  to  sea 


urly  tiie  next  day.  At  3  P.  M.  I  went  on  board,  tibe  connl  ud 
some  ot}ier  gentlemen  in  campiny.  I  sslced  some  question*  cod- 
cerning  enemy's  cruizers,  and  was  told  there  had  tieeo  none  at 
these  islands  for  several  weeks ;  when  about  dusk,  while  we  were 
examining,  the  British  brig.  Carnation,  suddenlv  hove  in  sight  cktr 
under  th«  north-east  head  of  the  harbor,  wi^n  gun-shot  when 
first  discovered.  The  idea  of  getting  under  weigh  was  instuidj 
sn^ested ;  but  finding  the  enemy's  %rig  had  the  advantaee  of  a 
breeze,  and  but  little  wind  with  us,  it  wsa  thought  doubtfol  if  we 
should  be  able  to  get  to  sea  without  hazarding  an  action.  Iqaei- 
tkned  the  consufto  know  if  in  his  opinion  the  enemy  wonlore- 
gard  the  neutrality  of  the  port?  He  gave  me  to  anderstand  I 
mi^t  make  myself  perfectly  easy,  assuring  me  at  the  sametjaie, 
they  would  never  molest  us  while  at  anchor.  But  &o  sooner  did 
the  enemy's  brig  understand  from  the  pilot  ttoatwhowe  iPeTc,ItiiB 
she  immediately  hauled  close  in  and  let  go  her  aDchor  witUa 
pistol  shot  of  as  :  at  the  ftamc  moment  the  Plantogenetr  and  fri^c 
Rota,  hove  in  sight,  to  whom  the  Carnation  instantly  made  sigiul, 
and  a  constant  interchange  to<^  place  for  some  time- 

The  result  was,  the  Carnation  proceeded  to  throw  out  all  ber 
boats  i  despatched  on  board  the  commodore,  and  appeared  otker- 
wise  to  be  making  unusual  exertions.  The  moon  was  near  ib 
full,  which  enabled  us  to  (Swerve  them  very  minntelr ;  and  1  an 
determined  to  haul  in  nearer  the  shore.  Accordingly,  afiercleai^ 
ing  for  action,  we  Kot  under  weigh,  aud  began  to  sweep  in.  Tte 
moment  this  was  oEserved  by  tiie  enemy's  orig,  she  instantly  cat 
her  cable,  made  sail,  and  despatched  four  boats  in  pursuit  of  ■. 
Being  now  alwut  8  P.M.  as  soon  aswesawtheboatsappnada^ 
we  let  go  our  anchor,  got  springs  on  our  cable,  and  prepared  t> 
receive  tliem.  I  hailed  them  repeatedly  as  tliey  drew  near,  W 
thev  felt  no  inclination  to  reply.  Sure  of  their  gunie.  they  only 
pulled  up  with  the  greater  speed.  I  obsened  the  boats  wereu 
manned,  and  apparently  as  well  armed  ;  and  as  snnn  a«  they  kai 
cleverly  got  along  side,  we  opened  our  fire,  which  na»  soon  rt- 
turned;  but  meeting  with  ratner  a  warmer  reception  titan  th^ 
had  probably  been  aware  of,  they  very  soon  cried  out  for  tpaa- 
ters  and  hauled  oB".  In  this  skirmish,  I  had  une  man  killed,  ut 
my  first  lieutenant  wounded.  The  enemy's  lo^a  must  have  (MB 
upwards  of  twenty  killed  and  wonnded. 

They  had  now  repaired  to  tbeir  ships  to  prepare  for  a  tattt 
formidable  attack.  We,  in  the  interim,  having  token  the  biat, 
prepared  to  haul  close  into  the  beach,  where  we  moored  liead  tid 
stem,  within  half  pistol  shot  of  the  castle.  This  done,  we  ajni* 
prepared  in  the  best  possible  manner  for  their  second  reccptiaa. 
At  9  y.  M.  we  observed  the  enemy's  brig  towing  in  a  flertrf 
boats.  They  soon  after  left  the  brig  and  tt»>k  their  a^  "  ' 
three  divisions,  under  cover  of  a  smallreef  of  rocks,  witii 
musket  shot  of  us.    Here  they  continued  manoiivriaj 
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time,  the  brig  still  keeping  under  weigh  to  act  with  the  boats, 
should  we  at  any  time  attempt  our  escape. 
.  The  shores  were  lined  with  the  inhabitants,  waiting  the  expect- 
ed attack ;  from  the  brightness  of  the  moon,  thej  had  a  most 
favourable  view  of  the  scene.  The  sovemor,  with  most  of  the 
first  people  of  the  place,  stood  by  and  saw  the  whole  affair. 

At  length,  about  midnight,' we  saw  the  boats  in  motion,  (our  crew 
having  laid  at  their  quarters  during  the  whole  of  this  interval.) 
They  came  on  in  one  direct  line,  keeping  in  close  order ;  and  we 
plainly  counted  twelve  boats.    As  soon  as  they   came  within 
proper  distance  we  opened  our  fire,  which  was  warmly  returned 
from  the  enemy's  carronades  and  small  arms.    The  discharge 
i^om  our  I^ong  Tom  rather  staggered  them ;  but  soon  reconnoit- 
ering,  they  gave  tliree  cheers,  and  came  on  most  spiritedly  ;  in 
a  moment  they  succeeded  in  gaining  our  bow  and  starboard  quar- 
ter, and  the  word  was  board.    Our  great  guns  now  becoming  use- 
less, we  attacked  them  sword  in  hand,  together  with  our  pikes, 
pistols,  and  musketry,  from  which  our  lads  poured  on  them  a 
most  destructive  fire.    The  enemy  made  frequent  and  repeated 
attempts  to  gain  our  decks,  but  were  repulsed  at  all  times,  and 
at  all  points,    with  the  greatest  slaughter.    About  the  middle 
of  the  action  I  received  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  my 
second  lieutenant ;  and  soon  after  of  the  third  lieutenant  beins 
badly  wounded.  From  this,  and  other  causes,  I  found  our  fire  had 
mucn  slackened  on  tlie  forecastle ;  and,  fearful  of  the  event,  I 
instantly  rallied  the  whole  of  our  after  division,  who  had  been 
bravely  defending,  and  now  had  succeeded  in  beating  the  boats  off 
the  quarters.    They  gave  a  shout,  rushed  forward,  opened  a  fresh 
fire,  and  soon  after  decided  the  conflict,  which  terminated  in  the 
total  defeat  of  the  enemy,  and  the  loss  of  many  of  their  boats  ; 
two  of  which,    belonging  to  the  Rota>  we  took  possession  of, 
literally  loaded  with  tiieir  own  dead.    Seventeen  only  escaped 
from  them  both,  who  swam  to  the  shore.    In  another  boat  under 
our  quarter,  commanded  by  one  of  the  lieutenants  of  the  Plan- 
tagenet,  all  were  killed  savins  four.    This  I  have  from  the  lieu- 
tenant himself,  who  further  told  me  that  he  jumped  overboard  to 
save  his  own  life. 

The  duration  of  this  action  was  about  40  minutea.  Our  decks 
were  now  found  in  much  confusion,  our  Long  Tom  dismounted, 
and  several  of  our  carriages  broken  ;  many  of  our  crew  having 
left  the  vessel,  and  otliers  disabled*  Under  these  circumstances, 
however,  we  succeeded  in  getting  Long  Tom  in  his  birtli,  and  the 
decks  cleared  in  sort  for  a  fresh  action,  should  the  enemy  attack 
us  again  before  day-light.  About  3  A.  M.  1  received  a  message 
from  the  American  consul,  requesting  to  see  me  on  shore,  where 
he  informed  me  the  governor  had  sent  a  note  to  captain  Lloyd, 
begging  him  to  desist  from  further  hostilities.  To  which  captain 
Lloyd  sent  for  answer,  that  he  was  determined  to  have  the  priva-* 
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teer  at  tbe  riik  of  knocking  ilown  the  whole  town  ;  uid  that  if 
the  governor  sufTered  the  Americans  to  injure  the  privateer  in  uj 
manner,  he  should  consiiler  the  place  aD  enemy's  port,  and  treit 
it  accordingly.  Finding  this  to  be  the  case,  1  considered  all  hopes 
of  8lving  our  vessel  to  be  at  an  end.  I  therefore  went  on  bovd, 
and  ordered  all  our  wounded  and  dead  to  be  taken  on  shore,  and 
tiie  crew  to  save  their  cfiect*  as  fast  as  possible.  Soon  aflef  dtis 
'  it  became  day -light,  when  the  enemy's  brig  stood  close  in,  ud 
commenced  a  heavy  fire  on  us  with  all  her  force.  After  serenl 
broadsides  she  hauled  oS*,  having  received  a  shot  in  her  hull,  her 
ri^ng  much  cut,  and  her  fore-top  mast  wounded  ;  (of  this  I  vu 
inhirmed  by  the  British  consul.)  She  soon  after  came  in  again, 
and  anchored  close  to  the  privateer.  I  then  ordered  the  Ara- 
'  strong  to  be  scuttled,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  getting  her  aC 
She  was  soon  after  boarded  by  the  enemy's  boats,  and  set  ob  fin, 
which  soon  completed  her  destrtiction. 

ThcT  have  destroyed  a  number  of  houses  in  the  tovn,  ud 
wounded  aomc  of  the  inhabitants. 

Bv  what  I  have  been  able  to  learn  from  the  British  consnl  aid 
officers  of  the  fleet,  it  appears  there  were  about  400  officen  aal 
men  in  the  last  attack  by  the  boats,  of  which  ISO  were  killed  aid 
about  130  wounded.  Captain  Lloyd,  lam  told  by  the  Britiah  oof 
sul,  is  badly  i(-ounded  in  the  leg;  a  jury  of  sur^ons  bd 
been  held,  who  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  amputation  woald  bt 
neteBNary  to  insure  his  life.  'Tis  said,  however,  tliat  the  wmbI 
wa<i  occasioned  by  an  OX  treading  on  Aim.  The  fleet  has  reiuii- 
cd  here  about  a  week,  during  which  they  have  been  principdh 
employed  in  burying  their  dead  and  taking  care  of  their  wow 
cd. 

Three  days  after  the  action  they  were  joined  hy  the  ship  Dm  i 
and  brig  Calypso  (two  sloops  of'^war  ;  )  they  were  immediutij 
taken  into  requisition  by  c^tain  Lloyd,  to  take  home  the  woonM 
men.  I'hc  Calypso  sailed  for  England  with  part  nf  thewouadiJ 
on  the  ^d  instant,  among  whom  was  the  first  lieutenant  nflk 
Plantagenet.  The  Thais  sails  tins  evening  nilh  the  remaindo'. 
Captain  Lloyd's  fleet  sailed  lo-day,  supposed  for  the  \^'e»t  la^ 

The  loss  on  our  part,  I  am  nappy  to  sav,  is  compantiMlf 
trifling;  two- killed  and  seven  wounded.  Wilh  rppnl  to  »J 
■officers  in  general,  1  feel  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  saying  the}  «■ 
and  all  fought  wilh  the  most  determined  br«verv,  and  lo  iriual 
feel  highly  indebted  for  their  ufiicer-like  conduct  during  the  Alri 

Eeriud  we  were  together;  their  exertions  and  bravery  desemdt 
etterfate. 
I  here  insert,  for  your  inspection,  a  list  of  the  killed  vi 
wounded. 

KiLLPn — M.  Alexander  0.  Williams,  9d  lieutenant,  bv  •■■•• 
Jict  ball  in  Ihe  forehead,  died  instantlT ;  Burton  Llnyd.'st 
do.  through  the  heart  do. 
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'  WovvoeD-^Fredeiick  A*  Wprth,  Ist  litvtmiftiit,  in  the  n^bt 
Aide;  Robert  Johnsoi^,  3(1  do.  left  knee;  RaziUa  HammomU 
quarter  master,  left  arm ;  John  Finer,  seaman,  knee ;  William 
Castle,  do.  arm  ;  Nicholas  Bcalson,  do.  arm  and  leg ;  John  Har^ 
riion,  do.  hand  and  face  by  the  explosion  of  a  gun. 

Itnvea  me  much  pleasure  to  announce  to  y^u  that  our  wounded 
are  all  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery,  tlirough  the  unremitted  care  and 
attention  of  our  worthy  surgeon. 

Mr.  Dabney,  our  consul,  is  a  gentleman  possessing  every  feelt 
ing  of  humanity,  and  to  whom  tnc  utmost  gratitude  is  due  fnw 
las,  for  his  great  care  of  the  sick  and  wounded »  and  his  polite 
attention  to  my  officers  and  myself. 

Mr.  Williams  was  a  most  cfeserving  and  promising  officer.  Hie 
country  in  him  has  lost  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments ;  and  liie 
•death  must  be  sadly  lamented  by  all  who  knew  his  worth. 

Accompanied  with  this  you  will  find  a  copy  of  my  protest,  te* 
'gether  with  copies  of  letters  written  by  Mr.  Dabney  to  the  goverr 
nor  of  Fayal,  our  minister  at  Rio  Janeiro,  and  our  Secretary  of 
[State.  These  letters  will  develope  more  fully  the  circumstancee 
of  this  unfortunate  affiiir. 

We  eipect  to  sail  to-morrow  in  a  Portugeuse  brig  for  America 
Island,  who  takes  the  whole  of  our  crew. 

I  remain  gentlemen,  &c 
[_  SAMUEL  C.  REID. 

xo  the  editor  of  the 

Mercantile  Advertiser,  New  Terk. 


BRUTALITY  OF  THE  ENEMY. 

^Vessrs  Oales  Sf  Seaton, 

Having  feen  the  following  publication  in  the  Alexandria 
^Herald,  of  the  19th  October,  with  horror,  as  capping  the  climax 
of  atrocity— 

u  TO  THE  EDITORS  OF  THE  HERALD. 

*  Oentlemen, 

**  I  have  no  recollection  of  having;  seen  any  account  of  the 
copduct  of  the  enemy  at  Chaptico  published  in  any  of  the  public 

{prints ;  you  are  at  liberty  to  publish  the  following  extract  of  a 
etter  to  a  friend,  written  shortly  after  that  affair.  It  is  a  very 
mperfect  account  written  in  a  hurry  ainidst  tlie  bustle  of  a  camp, 
tut  contains  most  of  the  facts.  My  name  is  enclosed,  which  you 
lire  at  liberty  to  make  public,  if  any  respectable  person  should 
deny  the  truth  of  the  following  statement. 

•*Ji  citizen  of  JVarylandJ* 

*'  I  passed  through  Chaptico  shortly  after  the  enemy  left  it,  aii4 
I  am  sorry  to  s^y  uiat  their  conduct  would  have  disgrace  c^ani 
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bals  t  the  houBM  were  tttm  to  |necu,  the  mil  which  kflMcd 
w«ter  for  the  iohabitants  was  filled  up,  and,  what  'wa§  still  wwm, 

the  church  and  the  ashes  of  the  dead  shu^  an  equally  bad  or 
worse  fate.  Will  you  believe  me  when  I  tell jrou  (hat  tiie  sunkei 
^avea  were  converted  into  batbacue  holes  i  The  renuuDine  glua 
of  the  church  windows  broken,  the  communion  table  used  as  a 
dinner  table,  and  than  brpken  to  pieces.  Bad  sa  the  aboTe  wmj 
appear,  it  dwindles  into  insignificance,  when  compared  with  what 
follows :  the  vault  was  entered  and  the  remains  of  the  dead  di»- 
■turbed.  Yes,  m;  friend,  the  winding  sheet  was  torn  from  the 
bodj  of  a  lady  of  the  first  respectability,  and  the  whole  contents 
of  tne  vault  entirely  deranged !  The  above  facta  were  witneiaed 
by  hundreds  as  well  as  myself,  and  I  am  happy  to  say,  that  bat 
one  sentiment  pervaded  our  army." 

J  immediately  showed  it  to  goneral  Philip  Stuart,  lately  gom- 
manding  the  American  troops  at  that  place,  who  read  and  de- 
clared it  strictly  tme ;  that  Cockbum  was  at  the  head  of  ilj 
that  they  also  destroyed  the  organs  ;  that  judge  Key's  lady,  wb 
had  been  last  put  into  the  vault,  was  the  person  alluded  to ;  tkic 
her  winding  sbeet  was  torn  in  pieces,  and  her  person  wantui]' 
oxposed  ;  and  thnt  his  men  were  exasperated  to  desperation  ^ 
this  conduct.    You  will  publish  this. 

Yours,  8m;. 

HOBERT  WRIGHT. 
October  I9th.  1814, 


AFFAIR  AT  LYON'S  CREEK. 
Oataral  Order. 


The  indisj^sition  of  brigadier  general  Bissell  has  prcveoltdk 
tilt  thismnrning,  his  report  of  the  handsome  aSiiir  which  took  i^KS 
on  the  19th, between  a  detachment  of  his  brigade  and  asupeiiw 
force  of  the  enemy. 

The  object  of  the  expedition,  entrusted  to  the  brigadier,  wis  4l 
teizure  of  some  provisions,  intended  for  the  Britjiib  troops,  H* 
marched  from  Black  Creek,  on  the  morning  of  the  ISQi/  wA 
parts  of  the  5th,  14th,  I5th  and  l6th  infantry,  a  Binallpartyrf 
dragoons,  and  a  company  of  riflemeq.the  whole  900  men.  JAv 
^riving  before  thpm  a  picket,  of  which  they  made  the  connaon 
officer  prisoner,  they  encamped  for  the  niglit,  throwing  b^al  ' 
Lyon's  Creek  two  Ught  infantry  companies,  under  captain  mt- 
pun,5th,and  lieutenant  Horretl,  16th  infiuitry,  and  tJie  riflcMca 
under  captain  Irvine ;  a  picket  on  the  Chippewa  roail,  comi 
»d  tiy  q^QT  04Bs»wft7  TW  sttvketl  by  two  compaoie*  «( 
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^ty  light  infantry^  which  =  were  beaten  back  with  loss.  *  <)q  tii« 
morning  of  the  19th,  tlie  detachment  was  attacked  by  a;^elect 
corps  of  the  enemy,  not  less  than  1200  strong.  The  light  infan- 
try under  captain  Dorman,  and  Irvine's  riflemen,  sustained  the 
whole  fire  oi  the  enemy,  for  fifteen  minutes^  during  which  tinm 
the  5th  and  14th  were  formed— -the  5th  was  order^  to  turn  the 
enemy's  right  flank,  while  the  14th  charged  them  in  front.  This 
was  executed  in  the  most  gallant  manner^  by  colonel  Pinknej  of 
the  5th,  and  major  Barnaraof  the  14th,  who  gr^iatly  distinguish^ 
ed  himself  by  the  officer  like  style,  in  which  he  conducted  hia 
battalion.  The  enemy  were  compelled  to  a  precipitate  retreat* 
and  hid  themselves,  once  more,  behind  their  fortifications. 

General  Bissell  particularly  mentions  the  skill  and  intrepidibr 
bf  colonel  Snelling,  inspector  general,  colonel  Pinkney,  command-*  ) 
ingthe5th  regiment,  major  Barnard^  14th  infantry,  major  Barker* 
45th  infantry,  acting  with  the  5th,  captain  Dotman,  eaptain  AUi-* 
son,  whose  horse  was  shot  under  him,  and  brigade  major,  lieuten- 
jint  Prestman,  of  the  5th.  Lieutenant  Anspaugh,  of  dragoons, 
was  conspicuous  by  his  alertness  in  communicating  the  brigadier 
general's  orders,  during  the  action.  It  is  with  the  highest  satis- 
faction the  commanding  general  tenders,  to  the  brave  officers  and 
troops  of  the  2d  brigade  of  the  right  division,  his  thanks  for  their 
gooa  conduct  on  this  occasion.  The  firmness  of  tl^e  15th  and  16th 
regiments,  commanded  by  colonel  Pearce^  and  who  were  posted 
as  a  reserve,  proved,  that  had  the  resistance  of  the  enemy  afford- 
ed them  an  opportunity  .of  going  into  action^  they  would  have 
emulated  the  valor  of  tne  5th  and  14th.  A  number  of  prisoners 
were  taken,  among  whom  a  picket  of  dragoons  with  their  horses ; 
a  large  quantity  of  grain  also  fell  into  our  hands.  The  brigadier^! 
after  completing  the  orders  he  received,  and  burying  the  few  of 
eur  brave  soldiers  who  fell  in  the  action,  and  the  deaa  of  the  ene- 
my, which  were  left  on  the  ground  by  the  latter,  returned  to  Black 
Creek.  To  the  cool  and  intre|)id  conduct  of  brigadier  general 
Bissell,  the  general  offers  the  praise  he  has  so  justly  entitled  him-' 
•elf  to. 

By  order  of  major  general  Izard^ 

C*  K.  GARDNER,  Mj,  Gfm*  JVt  amy/ 


ttEAD  QUARTERS,  SEVENTH  MILltARY  DISTRICT, 

TENS  AW,  NoTcmber  14th,  1814; 

On  last  evening  I  returned  from  Pensacola  to  this  plad^  I 
reached  that  post  on  the  evening  of  the  6th.  On  my  approach  I 
jsent  major  Pierre  with  a  flag  to  communicate  the  object  o(  my 
irisit  to  the  governor  of  Pensacola.   He  approached  fort  Sit  George^ 


t^ith  his  flaf!:  displayed^  and  was  fired  on  by  the  cannon  fnnn  tite 

[  and  made-riepoH'ther^f  to  me.  ^I  it^raediat^l/ 


fyfti  here^ifi^ 


vfalt  with  die  BftjutAtil  general  nnd  the  m^or  with  k  small  CMtffi  * 
tad  viewed  the  fort,  antl  found  it  deferdecl  bj  both  Biitiah  »M  ' 
Spanish  troops.  I  immediately  determined  to  storm  the  town) 
retired  and  encamped  mj  troops  for  the  ni^t,  and  made  the  ne*  ■ 
cessarT  arrangements  to  carrj  my  detennination  into  efiect  tht ' 
Best  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Tth  I  marched  with  the  effective  resist  * 
of  the  3d,  39th,  and  44th  infantry,  part  of  general  Coflee'sbngarfr, 
the  MissisBippi  dragoons,  and  part  of  tiie  West  Tennessee  re^* 
ment,  commanded  by  lieutenant  colonel  Hammonds  (colmd 
Lowry  having  desired  and  gone  home,)  and  part  of  the  Choctawi 
led  by  major  Blue,  of  the  39th,  and  major  Kennedy  of  MisMssipp 
territory.  Being  encamped  on  the  west  of  fhe  town,  I  calcalated 
they  would  expect  the  assault  from  that  quarter,  and  be  prepind 
to  rake  me  from  the  fort,  and  the  British  armed  vessels,  seven  is 
nnmtifer,  that  lay  in  the  bay.  To  cherish  this  idea  I  sent  oat  part 
oftlie  mounted  mentoshow  themselves  on  the  westwhilst  iMutd 
in  rear  of  the  fort  undiscovered  to  the  east  of  the  town.  Vliea 
I  appeared  within  a  mile,  I  was  in  full  view.  My  pride  was  ne- 
ver more  heightened  than  in  viewing  the  uniform  firnti^ess  uf  my 
troops,  and  with  what  undaunted  courage  they  adtinced,  wilks 
stronr  fort  ready  to  assail  them  on  the  right,  seven  British  ansed 
vessels  on  the  left,  strung  block-houses  and  batteries  of  raniwi 
in  their  front;  but  they  still  advanced  with  unshaken  firmness, 
entered  the  town,  when  a  battery  of  tito  cannon  was  opened  ap«i 
the  centre  column,  composed  of  regulars,  with  bnll  and  ffl?*- 
and  a  shower  of  musketry  from  the  houses  and  gardens.  iW 
battery  was  immediately  stormed  by  captain  Lavall  and  cnnipaav, 
and  carried,  and  the  mufkrtry  was  soon  silenced  by  the  stcwly 
and  well-directed  fire  of  the  regulars. 

The  governor  met  colonels  WilliamBnn  and  Smith,  who  ledll* 
dismoonted  volunteers,  with  a  flajj,  begged  fornieicy.and  sum*- 
dered  the  town  and  fort  nncondilionaily.  Mercy  was  grmMt 
and  |>rotection  given  to  the  citizens  and  their  property,  and  itt 
Spanish  ireachcn-  kept  us  out  of  positcssiou  o£  the  foit  until  iicttV 
12  o'clock  at  niglit.  ■* 

Never  was  more  coo]  detormined  bravery  dinplnved  Wri 
troopsj  and  the  Chuctaws  advanced  ia  the  chajge'  '  "  '  ■ 
bravery. 

thi  the  morning  of  the  8(h,  t  prepared  to  march  and  st 

Barancas,  but  before  I  could  move,  tremendous  n:tplosiaiia4 
mo  that  the  Barancas,  with  alt  lis  appendages,  wn*  Mown  npc 
despatched  a  detachment  of  two  luimlred  men  to  <.-\)i1oreil,> 
returned  in  the  night  w  Kh  the  iiiforinsfion  that  it  nnf.  bit  — ' 
all  the  combustibieparts  burnt,  the  cannon  spike<i  nmldi 
ed,  eicept  two.  Tnis  being  the  case,  I  determinei' 
my  troops,  but  before  1  did,  I  had  the  nlearture  ti  k,  ,  ,..,.  „ 
dejMui.    Cirfuael  Nicholls  abandoned  (he  fort  oo  the  iiigjrtll 
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j^,  mnd  betook  himtelf  to  his  ship()ing,  with  his  frieiid  captiiia, 
lVeodbine»  and  their  red  friends. 

The  steady  firmness  of  my  troops  has  drawn  a  just  respect 
firom  our  enemies.  It  has  conrmced  the  Red  Sticks  that  they  have 
no  strong  hold  or  protection,  only  in  the  friendship  of  the  IJiiitetl 
States*  The  good  order  and  conduct  of  my  troops,  whilst  in 
Pensacola,  has  convinced  the  Spaniards  of  our  friendship  and  out 
prowess,  and  has  drawn  from  the  citizens  an  expression,  that  our 
Choctaws  ara  more  civilized  than  the  British. 

In  great  haste,  I  am,  Ike, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
To  th#  Got.  dt  Tenaesiee. 


CAMP,  BELOW  NEW  ORLEANS,  December  S/IK  1814. 

»IR» 

The  loss  of  our  gun-boats  near  the  pass  of  the  RigoIetSi  hav- 
ing given  the  enemy  command  of  lake  Borgne,  he  was  enabled  to 
choose  his  point  of  attack.  It  became,  therefore,  an  object  df' 
importance  to  obstruct  the  numerous  bayous  and  canals  leadinj; 
from  tliat  lake  to  the  highland  on  the  Mississippi.  This  import- 
all  t  service  was  committed,  in  the  first  instance,  to  k  detachment 
of  the  7th  regiment,  afterwards  to  colonel  De  Laronde,  of  the 
Louisiana  militia,  and  lastly,  to  make  all  sure,  to  major  getieral 
Villere,  commanding  the  district  between  the  river  and  the  lakes, 
and  who,  being  a  native  of  the  country,  was  presumed  to  be  best 
acquainted  with  all  those  parses.  Unfortunately,  however,  a  picket 
which  the  general  had  established  at  the  mouth  of  the  bayou 
Bienvenu,  and  which,  notwithstanding  my  orders,  had  been  left 
unobstructed,  was  completely  surprised,  and  the  enemy  penetrated 
through  a  canal  leading  to  his  farm,  about  two  leases  below  the 
city,  and  succeeded  in  cutting  off  a  com^ny  of  militia  stationed 
there.  This  intelligence  was  communicated  to  me  about  12 
o'clock  of  the  S3d.  My  force  at  this  time  consisted  of  parts  of 
the  7th  and  44th  regiments,  not  exceeding  six  hundred  together^ 
the  city  militia,  a  part  of  general  Coffee's  brigade  of  niountedgun 
men,  and  the  detached  inDitia  from  the  western  division  of  Ten- 
nessee, under  the  command  of  major  general  Carroll.  These  two 
last  corps  were  stationed  four  miles  above  the  city-  Apprehending 
a  double  attack  by  the  way  of  Chief-Menteur,  1  left  $ceneral  Car- 
poll's  force  and  the  militia  of  the  city  posted  on  the  Gentilly  road ; 
and  at  5  o'clock  P.  M.  marched  to  meet  the  enemy,  whom  I  was 
resolved  to  attack  in  his  first  position,  with  major  Hind's  dragoons, 
general  Coffee's  bri^de,  parts  of  the  7th  and  44th  regiments,  the 
uniformed  companies  of  militia,  under  the  command  of  major 
Planche,  £00  men  of  colour,  chiefly  from  St.  Domingo,  raised  hy 
colonel  Savary  and  actine  under  the  command  of  major  Dagwing^ 
4Uid  a  detachment  of  artillery  under  the  direction  of  colonel  M'Rea, 
wjA  two  six  poundera^  under  the  oommand  of  lieiitenaiit  Spots  ; 


sot  exceeding  in  all  1500.  I  arrived  near  the  enemj's  encinp' 
meat  about  7,  and  imraediatel;  made  m;  dispoeitions  for  w 
attack.  Hit  forces  amounting,  at  that  time,  on  land  to  ibMt 
3000,  extended  half  a  mile  on  that  river,  and  in  the  rear  nearij 
to  the  wood.  General  Coffee  waa  ordered  to  tnm  their  rightt 
while  with  the  residue  of  the  force  I  attacked  bis  Btrongeat  pon- 
tion  on  the  left  near  the  nver.  Commodore  Patterson  hariaj 
dropped  down  the  river  in  the  schooner  Caroline,  waa  directed  tt 
open  afire  upon  their  camp,  which  he  executed  at  about  half  put 
■even.  This  being  a  signal  of  attack,  general  Coffee's  men,  witk 
their  usual'  impetuosity,  rushed  on  the  enemj''8  right  and  entend 
their  camp,  while  our  right  advanced  with  equal  ardour.  Tbcrt 
can  be  but  little  doubt,  that  we  should  have  succeeded  on  tku 
occasion  with  our  inferior  force,  in  deatrojing  or  capturing  llie 
enemj,  had  not  a  thick  fog  which  arose  about  8  o'clocK,  occasin- 
ed  some  confusion  among  the  different  corps.  Fearing  the  cosk- 
quence,  under  tliis  circumstance,  of  the  further  prosecution  of  i 
night  attack  with  troops,  then  actine  together  for  the  first  diw. 
I  coutented  mjself  with  Iving  on  the  field  that  night ;  and  at  fair 
in  the  morning,  assumed  a  stronger  position,  about  two  milct 
nearer  the  cttj'.  At  this  position  I  remained  encamped,  wailiif 
the  arrival  of  the  Kentucky  militia,  and  other  r«inforc«nieDts.  Ai 
theaafetj  of  the  city  will  depend  on  the  fate  of  thia&rmy,  it  Kill 
not  be  incautiously  exposed. 

In  tliie  affair  the  whole  corps  under  my  command,  deserve  Ac 
greatest  credit.  The  best  compliment  I  can  psy  to  general  Cafa 
and  his  brigade,  is  to  say,  they  have  behaved  as  they  have  aiwtn 
done  while  under  my  command.  The  7th,  Ud  by  major  Pictrc, 
and  44th,  commanded  by  colonel  Rofts,  distingui>!ieil  iWrnvlrn. 
The  battalion  of  city  militia,  commanded  by  iiiajtir  Planche,  no)- 
■zed  my  anticipations,  and  behaved  like  veternns.  Savary'ti*  | 
Unteers  manifested  great  bravery  :  and  the  company  of  city  rile- 
men  haviue  penetrated  into  the  midst  of  the  enemy's  camp,  wmt 
surroundea,  and  fought  their  way  out  with  the  greatest  herviA 
bringing  with  them  a  number  of  prisoners.  The  two  field  piecfl 
were  well  sein^ed  by  the  officers  coiDmanding  tliem.  ' 

All  my  officers  in  the  line  did  their  duty,  and  1  have  evervna- 
«m  to  be  satisfied  with  t)ie  whole  of  my  field  acid  stuff.  Coloadi 
Butler  and  Piatt  and  major  Chotard,  by  their  intrpptditr.sanl 
the  artillery.  Colonel  Haynes  was  every  when*  thut  daty' 
danger  called.  I  was  deprived  of  the  services  of  one  <>f  uiyauli, 
captain  Butler,  whom  I  was  obliged  to  station,  tu  his  great  rrgrat. 
in  town.  Captain  Ueid,  my  other  aid,  and  Mc^i^rs.  I  jvingsUfc 
Duplis  and  Davizac,  who  had  volunteered  their  services,  fac4 
danger  wherever  it  was  to  be  niet,  and  carried  uij  orders  with  lb 
Btmost  promptitude. 

We  made  one  major,  two  subalterns  and  sixty -three  pri*atr> 
prisoners ;  and  the  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wouttded  man  hsn 
-been^at  least -''-^i-.    Hy  ovm  Im*,!  hava  not  as  T*t4««k«Mta 
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te  ascertain  withr  exactness,  but  suppo^*  it  to  amount  to  100  id 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  Amone  the  former,  I  hare  to  la- 
ment the  loss  of  colonel  Lauderdale,  of  general  Coffee's  brigade^ 
vho  fell  while  bravely  fighting.  Colonels  Dyer  and  Gibson,  of 
the  same  corps,  were  wounded,  and  major  Kavenaugh  taken  pri- 
soner. 

Colonel  De  Laronde,  major  Villere,  cif  the  Louisiana  militia, 
major  Latour,  of  engineers,  having  no  command,  volunteered 
their  services,  as  did  doctors  Kerr  and  Hood,  and  were  of  great 
assistance  to  me, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

lion.  James  Monro6| 

acting  Secretaoy  of  War. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  7th  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 

Camp  below  New  Orleana,  December  29th,  1814, 

SIR* 

The  enemy  succeeded  on  the  27th,  in  blowing  up  the  Caro- 
Une,  (she  being  becalmed)  bj  means  of  hot  shot  from  a  land  bat- 
.terj  which  he  had  erected  in  the  night.  Emboldened  by  this 
event,  he  marched  his  whole  force  the  next  day,  up  the  level,  in 
the  hope  of  driving  us  from  our  position,  and  with  this  view  open- 
ed upon  us,  at  the  distance  of  about  half  a  mile,  his  bombs  and 
rockets*  He  was  repulsed,  however,  with  considerable  Iossp— not 
less,  it  is  believed,  than  120  in  killed^  Ours  was  inconsiderable* 
not  exceeding  half  n  dozen  in  killed,  and  a  dozen  wounded. 

Since  then,  he  has  not  ventured  to  repeat  his  attempt,  thou^ 
lying  close  together.  There  has  been  trequent  skirmishing  be- 
tween our  pickets. 

I  lament  that  I  have  n9t  the  means  of  carrying  on  more  offen- 
sive operations.  The  Kentucky  troops  have  not  arrived,  and  my 
effective  force  at  this  point,  does  not  exceed  3000.  Theirs  mutt 
be  at  least  double — both  prisoners  and  deserters  agreeing  in  the 
statement  that  7000  land^  from  their  boats. 

}  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 

ANDREW  JfACKSON, 
The  Hon.  S^cretaiy  of  War, 


CAMP,  FOUR  MILES  BELOW  NEW  ORLEANS. 

January  9th,  1815, 

SIR, 

«  ^  During  the  days  of  the  6th  and  7th,  the  enemy  had  been 
actively  employed  in  making  preparations  for  an  attack  on  my 
lines.  Witn  infinite  labour  they  had  succeeded  on  the  night  at 
the  7th,  in  getting  their  boats  across  from  the  lake  to  the  river, 
by  widening  and  deepening  the  ouial  on  whiph  they  had  effected 
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^eir  diaein1)arkation.  It  had  not  bem  io  mj  power  to  inpnU 
ttieie  operations  by  a  general  attack :  added  to  other  reasons,  tka 
nature  of  tht;  troops  under  my  command,  mostly  nulitia,  rendered 
U  too  hazardous  to  attempt  extensive  offennct  muvementa  in  la 
open  country  1  against  a  numerous  and  well  disciplined  army.  Ai- 
though  Diy  forces,  as  to  numher,  had  been  increased  by  tlie  arrinl 
of  tlie  Kcntuckr  diviuon,  my  streagth  had  received  very  tittis 
addition ;  a  small  portion  only  of  ihat  detachment  being  provideit 
with  amis.  Compelled  thus  to  wait  the  attack  of  the  enemv,  I 
took  every  measure  to  repel  it  when  it  should  be  tn&de,  and  to 
defeat  the  object  he  Itad  in  view.  Cieneral  Morgan,  with  the  Xev 
Orleans  contingent,  the  Louisiana  militia,  and  a  strong  detach- 
ment of  the  Kentucky  troops,  occupied  an  eutrenchetlcanipM 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  protected  by  strong  batteries  oa  the 
bank,  erected  and  superintended  by  commodore  Patterson. 

In  my  encampment  every  thing  was  ready  for  action,  when, 
early  in  tlie  morning  of  theStii,  the  enemy  after  throwing  a  huvy 
shower  of  bombs  and  congreve  rockets,  advanced  their  coIubuu 
on  my  nght  and  left,  to  storm  my  entrenchments.  I  caastt 
speak  sufUciently  in  praise  of  the  firmness  and  deliberatioa  vilh 
which  my  whole  line  received  their  approach— more  could  ml 
have  been  expected  from  veterans  inured  to  war.  For  an  haar 
the  file  of  the  small  arms  was  as  incemant  and  aevere  as  ou  ks 
imagined.  The  artillery,  too,  directed  by  ofKcers  who  displayid 
equal  skill  and  courage,  did  great  executian.  Yet  the  colami 
of  tlie  enemy  continued  to  advance  with  a  firmness  which  reBccti 
upon  them  the  greatest  credit.  Twice  the  column  which  appraacb- 
eu  me  on  my  left,  was  repulsed  by  the  troops  of  general  Cai^ 
roll,  those  of  general  CoSee,  and  a  division  of  the  KentM^ 
militia,  and  twice  they  formed  againand  renewed  the  assaulL  ii 
length,  however,  cut  to  pieces,  they  fled  in  confusion  from  the  Sd^ 
leaving  it  covered  with  their  dead  and  wounded.  The  lo»3  m\iA 
tlie  enemy  tiustained  on  this  occasion,  cannot  be  t>s(i  mated  at  ha 
than  1500  in  killod,  wounded  and  prisnnera.  Upward*  of  tkiW 
h'liulrcd  have  already  been  delivered  over  for  burial ;  and  wf 
men  are  still  engaged  in  picking  them  up  within  my  liDcsM 
carrying  them  to  the  point  where  the  enemy  are  to  receive  thai- 
This  is  in  addtiion  to  the  dead  and  wounded  whom  the  euatj 
have  been  ciialilcd  tu  cariv  from  the  field,  during  and  since  As 
action,  and  to  those  ivlio  have  since  died  of  the  uounda  tb^ 
received.  We  have  taken  about  500  prisoners,  upiv.inh  titSW 
of  wlinm  are  wounded,  and  a  srcat  nart  of  them  nuTtally.  Hi 
lods  hotinot  e\i'oedcd,and  I  believe  lias  not  amounted  to,  10  li^ 
led  and  as  many  wounded.  The  entire  destrucllim  uftlieow- 
Tuv'i  army  was  now  inevitable,  had  it  not  been  for  an  unfortosals 
nccuiTence  which  at  this  moment  took  plate  on  tlie  olUet  aittl 
the  rivfr.  SirauUaneously  with  liis  ailvancc  upon  my  line».k» 
had  thionii  over  in  his  boats  a  considerable  force  t"  tliu  othcrti^ 
of  Otc  ri^v-r. .   Ti^es^  having  l»nded,wti-G  hardy  t:a'Ju^  ttM 


45? 

f^inst  iKe  works  of  general  Morgan ;  and  what  ia  strange  and 
difficult  to  account  for,  at  the  very  moment  when  their  entire  dis* 
comfiture  was  looked  for  with  a  confidence  approaching  to  cer* 
taintj,  the  Kentucky  reinforcements  inglorious^  fled,  drawing 
after  them«  bj  their  example,  the  remainder  of  the  forces ;  ana 
thus  yielding  to  the  enemy  tiiat  most  fortunate  position.  Thi 
batteries  which  had  rendered  me  for  many  days,  the  most  import- 
ant service,  though  bravely  defended,  were  of  course  now  aban- 
doned; not,  however,  until  the  guns  had  been  spiked. 

This  unfortunate  route  had  totally  chan^d  the  aspect  of  af- 
fairs. The  enem^  now  occupied  a  position  from  which  thejp 
might  annoy  us  without  hazard,  and  by  means  of  which,  they 
might  have  been  enabled  to  defeat,  in  a  great  measure,  the  effect 
of  onr  success  on  this  side  the  river.  It  became,  therefore,  an 
object  of  the  first  consequence  to  dislodge  him  as  soon  as  possi-% 
ble.  For  this  object,  all  the  means  in  my  power,  which  I  could 
with  any  safety  use,  were  immediately  put  in  preparation* 
Perhaps,  however,  it  was  somewhat  owing  to  another  cause  that  I 
•Qcceeded  beyond  my  expectations.  In  nesotiating  the  terms  of 
a  temporary  suspension  of  hostilities  to  enaole  the  enemy  to  bury 
tfieir  dead  and  provide  for  their  wounded,  I  had  cequired  certaiQ 
propositions  to  be  acceded  to  as  a  basis;  amone  which,  this  waa 
Anei  that  although  hostilities  should  cease  on  mU  side  the  river 
yntift  12  o'clock  of  this  day,  yet  it  was  not  to  be  understood  that 
they  should  cease  on  the  other  side;  but  that  no  reinforcementu 
•hould  be  sent  across  by  either  army  until  the  expiration  of  thai 
day.  His  excellency  major  general  Lambert  begged  time  to  con-. 
rider  of  those  propositions  until  10  o'clock  of  to-day,  and  in  the 
mean  time  re-crossed  liis  troops.  I  need  not  tell  you  with  how 
much  eagerness. I  immediately  regained  possession  of  the  position 
be  had  thus  hastiljr  quitted. 

.  The  enemy  having  concentrated  his  forces,  may  again  attempt 
to  drire  me  from  my  position  by  storm.  Whenever  he  doeSt  I 
have  no  doubt  my  men  will  act  with  their  usual  firmness*  and 
tmstain  a  character  now  become  dear  to  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  6cc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Hon*  Secietaiy  of  War. 


CAMP  BELOW  NEW  ORLEANS,  Janugiy  lOtb,  1815* 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  killedt 
wounded,  and  prisoners,  taken  at  the  battle  at  Larond's  nlanta'* 
tion,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  on  the  night  of  Uie  fiSd 
Oece'rober,  1814,  seven  miles  below  ^ew  OrleanSi 
Killed— left  on  the  field  of  battle— 100 

Wounded-^lefton  Ifae  field  of  battle— ^SO 

•  •  '       ■  •  .  • 
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Prlsonan  Uken — One  major,  2  lientotnts,  1  midduMtii 
66  noti-comnlssieBed  officers  uul  print^,  nt^nx  a  rnuMrtaw 
of  «a  -•    a- 

I  have  the  honoar  to  be.  tec 

A.  7.  HAYMB,  IttweC  0M.. 
M^orpnonl  Andrew  JkckMm. 


HEAD  QVAimatS,  CAHF,  4  WLES  BELOW  HEW  OHLBAHV 
JuuMnr  13^  1615. 
SIR, 

At  such  «  emla,  I  conceive  it  m^  dutf  1»  keep  joa  ctf 
stantlj  advised  of  my  sitaadon. 

On  the  1 0th  instant  1  forwarded  jtn  an  acconnt  of  the  boM  tf ■ 
tempt  made  by  fte  enemj,  on  tiiA  morning  of  the  8th.  to  tik 
poBwmioB  of  mr  works  by  atorm,  and  of  the  senre  repalfls  wUck 
tie  met  with.  That  repent  having  been  sent  br  the  mail  wkick. 
cMMBca  the  Uke,  may  poaaibly  have  miscarried ;  for  wUch  itum, 
I  think  it  the  more  necessary  briefly  to  repeat  the  avbstanee  rfit 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  Stn,  the  enemy  having  bets  ac- 
tivdy  eraphiyed  the  two  preceding  days  in  making  prepantitai 
for  a  storm,  advanced  intwostningoolannnen  my  right  aad  ML' 
They  were  received,  however,  with  a  firmnesawhicfa  it  stansd^' 
little  expected,  and  which  defeated  all  their  hopes.    Hy  ata. 


ondiatoned  by  their  approach,  which  indeed  they  long  anxiaady 
wished  for,  opened  upon  them  a  fire  so  deliberate  ano-ceft^ai' 
rendered  thetr  scaliiw  ladders  and  fascines,  as  well  as  their  MR 
direct  implements  oi  warfare,  perfectly  Molest.  Far-upwaid*rf_ 
an  hour,  tt  was  continued  with  a  briskness  of  which  tbeie  hM' 
been  but  few  instances,  perhaps  in  any  cAuntrt.  In  jn«ti{«  d 
the  enemy,  it  must  be  »aid,the^  withstood  itas'long  ascMildbt 
expected  from  the  most  determined  bravery.  At  length,  however, 
when  all  prospect  of  sncceaa  became  hnpelese,  they  fl^  ia  eta- 
fiision  from  the  field,  leaving  it  covered  u-ith  their  dead  ui 
wounded.  Their  loss  was  immense.  I  had  &t  first  computed  it 
itt  1500;  but  it  b  unce  ascertained  to  have  been  much  neater. 
Upon  infonaatioB,  which  is  believed  to  be  correct,  colonel  HanK 
tb«  inspector  general,  reports  it  t«  be  in  total  9600.  His  nprt' 
I  enclose  you.  My  loss  was  incnnsiilerable,  being  only  sei*' 
killed  and  six  wounded.  Saeh  a  disproportion  in  loss,  when  «* 
couaider  the  number  and  kind  of  troops  engaged,  must,  I  bitm, 
excite  astonishment,  and  may  not  every  whno  be  ftilly  tMtHtttfi 
yet  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  account  is  not  exaggerattd* 
the  one  pari;  nor  underrated  on  the  other. 

The  enemy  having  hastily  anitted  a  post  which  they  Fiad  yiM^ 
possession  of  on  the  other  siao  of  the  river,  and  we  havig^i*^ 
medtately  returned  to  it,  both  annies  at  present  occupy  tharfv:. 
Btf  poamons.  Whether,  afterthe  severe  losaes  he  haa  snibiiwd, 
he  "is  pr^arbg  to  retBi«  to  hii  diipnin^  or  to  make  i "'""  -**"" 
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^orti  (6  attain  hiB. first  oljject,  I  do  not  preteud  to  determine. 
It  t)ecoine9  me  to  act  as  though  the  latter  were  his  intention.  On^ 
thing,  however*,  seems  certain*  that  if  be  still  calculates  on  effect* 
ing  what  hA  haft  hitherto  been  unable  to  accomplish,  he  must  ex- 

Cxt  considerable  reinforcements ;  as  the  force  with  which  he 
nded  must  undoubtedly  be  diminished  by  at  least  3000.  Ber 
tides  the  loss  which  he  sustained  on  the  night  of  the  23d  ultimo, 
wjiich  is  eatimated  at.400».he  cannot  have  suflwired  less  between  that 
period  and  the  morning  of  the  iSth  instant  than  3000— having, 
within  that  time,  been  repulsed  in  two  general  attempts  to  driver 
V8.  from  our  position,  and  there  having  been  continual  cannonad- 
ing and  skirmishing,  during  the  whole  of  it*  Yet  he  is  still  abU: 
to  show  a  very  formidable  force* 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  commanding  general,  air  Edwafdr 
Packenham,  was  killed  in  the  action;  of  tiie  8th,  and  that  miyor/ 
generals  Keane  and  Gibbs  were  badly  wounded.  }. 

Whenever  a  more  leisure  moment  shall  occur,  I  will  take  the> 
liberty  to  make  and  forward  you  a  more  circumstantial  account 
of  the  several  actions,  and  narticularly  that  of  the  8th ;  in  dmng 
which  my  chief  motive  will  be  to  render  justice  to  those  brave ; 
men  I  have  tiie  honour  to  command,  and  who  have  so  remarkably  -. 
djstingnished  themselves* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Cce. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. .  < 
Hon.  Seoetsiy  of  War. 

CAHP  BELOW  NEW  ORLEANS,  Jsnuay  ISth,  1815. 
SIR, 

<    I  have  the  honour  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  killeil,  ^ 
wounded  aad  prisoners,  taken  at  the  battle  of  Mac  Prardie'a 
plantation,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  on  the  raominff  of  ; 
4ie  8th  ef  Jannary,  181^  and  five  miles  below  the  city  of  New  " 
Orleans* 

lUUed, rOO 

Wounded, 1,400 

Prisoners  taken**-!  major,  4  captains,  11  lieutniants,  1  tn-*  / 
sigs,46S  cavnp  oflkers  and  privates,  making  a  grand  total  oi  ' 
S,600* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c* 
A*  P*  HAYNB,  Inspector  Oenmd. 
JlijorGcaersI  Atidrtw  Jackson. 

CAMP  BELOW  NEW  OllLEANS,  Januaiy  19th,  1815,         '■ 
8IH,  „ 

Laalnij^tat  12  o'clock,  the  enemy  precipitately  decamped  ^ 
and  returned. to  their  boats,  leaving  behind  him,  under  medical  ,: 
attendance,^  ^il^tf,  .of  Ma  wounded  including  two  .  officers,  14  . 
pieoea  of  his  heavy  arfillery,  akd  a  quantity  of  shot^  having  de- 
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ground  he  abandoned,  and  of  that  through  which  he  retired,  pro- 
tected b;  canals,  redoubts,  entrenchments  and  swamps  on  lui 
ri^t,  and  the  river  on  his  left,  that  [  conld  not,  witfao«t  eocoui- 
tering  a  risk  which  true  policT  did  not  seem  to  require,  or  N 
authorize,  attempt  to  anuoy  him  much  on  hia  retreat  We  took 
onlj  eight  prisoners. 

Whether  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  enemj  to  abandon  the  expe- 
dition altwiethur,  or  renew  hi»  efforts  at  some  other  point,  I  di 
aotpretead  todetennine  withpoKidvenets.  In  my  owd  mindibov- 
ever,  there  it  but  little  doubt,  that  his  last  exertions  have  bees 
made  in  this  quarter,  at  any  rate  for  tiie  present  season,  and  br 
the  next  I  hope  we  shall  be  fully  prepared  for  him.  la  this  bdirf 
J  am  strengthened  not  only  by  tne  prodigious  losahe  has  sustained 
at  the  position  he  has  just  quitted,  but  by  the  failure  of  his  lett 
■  to  pass  fort  St.  Philip. 

His  loss  on  this  ground,  since  tiie  debarkatMn  sf  his  tnepst  u 
stated  br  the  last  prisoners  and  deserters,  and  as  confirmed  kf 
many  additional  circumstances,  must  have  exceeded  four  An- 
■and ;  and  was  greater  in  the  action  of  the  8th  than  was  estiuk^ 
from  the  most  correct  data  then  in  his  poasessiuD,  by  the  intpc- 
tor  general,  whose  report  has  been  forwarded  to  yon.  We  iK* 
ceeded,  on  the  6th,  in  getting  from  the  enemy  about  1000  itu^ 
of  arms  of  various  descriptions. 

Since  the  action  of  the  8th,  the  enemy  have  been  allowed  wj 
tittle  respite — mv  artillery  from  both  sides  of  the  river  being  c«- 
Btantly  employea,  till  the  ni^t,  and  indeed  until  tlie  ^ur  uf  thtn 
retreat,  in  annoying  them.  No  doubt  they  tlii>u[>;ht  it  quite  tiar 
to  quit  a  position  in  which  so  little  rest  could  beTuuod. 

I  am  adviaeil  by  major  Overton,  who  commands  at  fott  it- 
Philip,  in  a  letter  of  the  18th,  that  the  enemy  having  l>onibard«d  to  i 
fbrtlor  SorSdaysfrom  13  inch  mortars 'without  eflcct,Kid,ia 
the  morning  of  that  day,  retired.  I  have  little  doubt  t^t  h 
would  have  Deen  able  to  have  sunk  their  Tc^tsels  had  ttiey  atlei^- 
ed  to  run  by. 

Giving  the  proper  weight  to  all  theseconsideratioos,  IbdifN 
you  will  not  Uiink  me  too  sanguine  in  the  belief  lliat  houinaiti 
now  clear  of  itK  enemy.  I  hope,  however,  1  need  not  a^sun  *» 
that  wherever  I  command,  such  a  belief  shall  never  uccuiuo'uQ 
relaxation  In  the  measures  for  resistance.  I  am  but  ton  ksoH 
that  the  moment  when  the  enemy  is  opposing  us,  i&  not 
proper  to  provide  for  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  m> 
ANDRKW  JACKafflf- 
The  Secretary  of  War. 


F.  S.  On  the  lath  our  prisoners  on  shore  were  delironil 
•xchanee  having  been  nreviousty  agreed  to.  Those  «h 
board  the  fleet  will  be  delivered  at  Petit  Coquille— «te'. 
abaUetiU^kVie  mmi  hands  an  excesi  of  several  bntKtft& 
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20th— Mr.  Shields*  purser  in  the  navy,  has  to-day  taken  54 
prisoners;  among  them  are  four  officers* 

Hepart  of  thi  ^mirican  los9  in  the  several  actiom  below  JWer 

Orleans. 

December  23d, — ^killed  24;  wounded  115;  missing  7'4. — ^Totat 
Q13. 

December  28th, — ^killed  7 ;  wounded  8 ;  missing  none. — ^Total  15. 

January  Istr— killed  11 ;  wounded  23  ;  missing  none. — ^Total  34. 
do.      8th, —  do.  13;      do.       SO;    do.     19.— Total  62. 

RECAPituLATio!!*— Jcilled  55 ;  wounded  176;  missing  93— Grand 
toUl,  324. 


NEW  ORLEANS,  January  2rth,  1815. 

SIR, 

The  enemy  having  retreated,  as  I  had  the  honour  to  inform 
you  by  my  letter  of  ^e  2Cth  instant,  I  have  the  pleasins  duty 
only  of  reporting  to  you,  that  during  tiie  late  most  eventful  strug- 
^e  for  the  preservation  of  this  important  portion  of  the  United 
States,  I  have  received  from  all  the  officers  whom  I  have  the  hon- 
our to  command,  every  aid  and  support  which  could  possibly  be 
rendered ;  they  have  been  exposed  to  extraordinary  hardships, 
both  by  day  and  night,  to  all  the  changes  of  this  unstable  clime, 
in  this  inclement  season  of  the  year,  performins  the  most  ardu- 
ous duties  on  shore,  out  of  the  line  of  their  profession,  indepen- 
dent of  their  ordinary  duties ;  and  all  has  been  borne  and  wcu- 
ted  with  a  cheerfulness  and  alacnty  that  reflects  upon  them  the 
highest  credit ;  and  that  the  unwearied  exertions  of  the  small 
naval  force  on  this  station,  frpm  the  first  appearance  of  the  ene- 
my, has  contributed,  in  a  great  degree,  to  his  expulsion,  is  freely 
acKnowledeed  by  the  gallant  general  commanding  the  land  for- 
ces, and  wal  be,  I  trust,  by  all  who  have  witnessed  their  endea- 
vours to  effect  the  end,  ^which  has  so  happily  and  with  so  little 
loss,  been  accomplished.    It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  have  in 
all  cases  co-operated  with  the  army,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
their  commander. 

Captain  Henley  merits  my  acknowledgments  for  his  unremit- 
ted  attention  to  the  execution  of  the  various  duties  committed  to 
him,  particularly  the  superin tendance  of  the  erection  of  two  bat- 
teries on  the  bayott  St.  John,  and  one  opfiosite  the  city.  His  gal- 
lant conduct  on  the  night  of  the  23d  ultimo,  as  already  detailed, 
(the  fire  from  the  Caroline  proving,  as  I  have  since  learned,  truly 
destructive  to  the  enemy,  and  producing  disorder,  and  confusion 
in  their  troops,  giving  to  our  army  a  manifest  advantage)  and  for 
the  able  assistance  I  received  from  him  when  serving  at  the  ma 
Hub  battery  erected  by  me  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  where 
he  remained  till  the  departure  of  the  enemy. 


To-)i«teii>DtLttwiB  Alesu,  omnnaBdii^  'tike  Bavml  umbiI  it 
thb  place,  I  un  gmtlj  indebted  fw  his  ii>d«ftt%ible  czcrtiou 
to  rumiBh  the  Tviaw  nuimtions,  he.  iriiicb  wen  coutKiMr  tt- 
qniretl  lur  the  dbvv.  Army,  and  SiiUtia,  Mid  which  wcm  ftndmsf 
with  a  promptitude  and  correctnew  that  reflect  upon  '  hin  ti^ 
those  under  his  itninediate  command,  a>  named  in  tba  Bcooiitpuj^' 
ing  copj^  of  a  letter  from  him,  the  mateat  credit — hii  r-^^- 
aad  merit  entitle  him  to  the  notice  of  the  department. 

Great  credit  is  alio  due  to  lieutenast  Charlet  C.  B. ' 


for  his  great  exerdou  in  fitting  his  ahip  for  tervicet  with  a  dew 
obtained  bv  coercion  from  the  streets  oftlie  ci^,  compoMd  of  aD- 
nations,  (English  excepted)  two-thirds  of  wbon  e&a\A  not  aptik 
or  understand  English,  for  the  spirited  fire  supported  by  his  Mf 

ontheSSth  ultinw,  a--"  *•" — *^ — ■'  — ' *- '^ 

enem;  when  they  ■ 

firompt  execution  o       ^ 
rom  liis  ship,  transporting  tli 

in  supplyiaj;  the  battery  with  ammunition  fnxn  hia  slii^iH  wmh 
mtgazme  it  was  deposited.  To  the  accorapanyin*  letter  6m 
hini,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  for  a  detailed  acconnt  of  tb«  metifssr- 
his  officers,  all  of  whom  merit  the  encomiums  passed  on  them.   '*' 

Lieutenant  Otho  Norris,  acting  lieatenatit  Cmvley,  Mmm. 
E.  Watkins,aud  J.  Pelott,  midahipmen,  and  WilKasi  Uvlii|^" 
ton,  master's  mate,  who  were  statumed  at'tiie  bcavj  eaniMfeii" 
general  Jackson's  linesi  and  named  in  the  letter  wmch  Mtwi^  - 
panics  this,  have,  by  their  gallant  conduct,  reflected  upoD  dMilfe*'' 
vy  great  credit,  and  warranted  my  highest  apptiARttoo. 

Acpnc  lieutenant  Thoinaa  S.  Canninchani,  comnamliw-  Mri'* 
TCBsel  No.  63,  sUtioned  at  fort  Saint  Philip,  Bolkited  uid  6bl^<* 
ed  the  command  of  two  3£  poimdei*,  which  are  mounted  in  At 
most  exposed  situation  at  that  fort,  beingontaidellic  walls,  whidl 
he  manned  with  his  crew  and  rendered  great  service  to  the  offiotf ' 
commanding  at  that  post,  during  the  heary  bombardment  bytt# 
enemy  from  the  8th  to  the  17th  instant. 

Mr.  Thomas  Shields,  purser  of  the  station,  and  doctor  Robert  ' 
Morrell,  attached  to  the  marine  coraa,  (who  voluEteered  bis  aer-  ' 
vices  in  any  way  they  could  be  useful)  and  who  were  sent  by  aW** 
with  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  enemy  on  the  15th  ultimo,  supported 
with  becoming  dignity   their  stations,  and  commanili^d  I'rum  the 
enemy  tliat  respect   which  was   due  to  them  and  their  misdCD/ 
during  their  detention  by  theenemy,  prolonged  beyond  what  I  c«aM 
have  poflsibly  expected,  and  have  merited, inasperitti  niaoDer.mj 
appronatioD.    Of  thme  officen,'and  Mr.  Richaitl  Dealej,  Hilint 
master,  whuic  gallant  conduct  during  their  subsequent  succestni 
expedition,  [a  detailed  account  of  which  you  will  herewith  tc- 
aeivc)  reflects  upon  them  the  greatest  credit,  and  merits  the  par- 
ticular notice  of  the  department. 

Doctor    Lewis  Heerman,  hospital  surgeon,  who,  with  my  S 
tion,  volunteered  his  services  U  aid  the  hospital  surgeon  ^ 
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tan;  ia  Ike  ntrioM  dutki  dtfulfiiignfwahi»,fro^ii  the  iramber  of 
^r  own  ttck»  md  tlw  wounded  of  t&  enemj,  it  th^feb^,  and  from 
his  uniferm  attotttion  to  his  profemonid  dtitie9»  entitled  to  mj 
ockAowledg^nts.at  are  idl  the  officers  of  themedkal  dei>artment. 
Bpr  the  particulars  of  his  sendees,  It^fer  you  to  the  letter  to  hisi 
which  you  will  herewith  receire^ 

■  Mr*  John  K.  Smith,  nary  agent,  has,  by  his  unremitted  attention 
to  his  department,  the  promptitude  with  which  he  has  furnished 
articles  tor  both  the  navy  and  the  army,  and  procuring  me  the 
fiUDuds  that  were  necessary  during  this  period  of  alarm  and  confu« 
sioB,  enabled  me  to  carry  on  my  operations  in  conjunction  with 
the  army  against  the  enemy,  and  contributed  to  that  success  with 
Mrhidb  the  arms  of  the  United  States  have  been  crowned,  and  will 
reeeiTe  my  warmest  thanks.  His  senrices  rendered  in  camp  will 
be  seen  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commanding 
leneral,  of  the  19th  instant* 

To  major  Carmick,  commanding  die  marine  corps  on  tliis  sta* 
tioB,  I  am.  indebted  for  the  promptness  with  whioh  ray  requisitions 
on  turn  hsTo  been  complied  with,  and  the  strons  desire  he  has 
always  manifested  to  Inrther,  as  far  as  was  in  iiis  power,  my 
idews. 

Mr.  B*  D*  Sh^fcrd,  who  very  handsomely  Tolunteered  his  ser- 
vices to  me,  and  acted  as  my  aid-de-camp,  and  rendered  me  Tery 
essential  assistance  by  the  uniform  promptitude  with  which  he 
bore  and  executed  my  Ysrious  orders,  merits  my  warmest  ac- 
knovidedgments. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Neritt,  of  Natchez,  formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the 
navy,  who  left  his  home  and  proflTered  to  me  his  services,  has  ren- 
dered me  important  aasistance  from  his  practical  knowledge,  and 
irhidi  I  acknowledge  with  much  pleasure. 

My  petty  officers,  seamen  and  marines,  performed  their  duties 
to  n^  «itire  satisfaction. 

Lbeg  leave,  sir,  to  solicit  a  confirmation  of  their  present  rank, 
br  the  different  officers  named  herein  and  in  the  accompanying 
letters,  actins;  by  appointment,  as  also  for  actine  lieutenants  Spee- 
len  and  M'lysever,  and  to  recommend  them  idl  as  meriting,  m  a 
ipecial  manner,  the  notice  of  the  department. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

DANIBL  T.  PATTERSON. 

Hoa.  SecvetMj  of  the  Navy. 

Extract  of  a  IdUrfrovk  general  JJMfcson  io  ike  Becretary  of  War. 

ocrfiAB  QUAirrERs  rth  militaby  district, 

♦♦New  Orleans,  February  irth,  1815, 

**  Iliave  the  lonour  to  enclose  you  mi^or  Overton's  rejmrt  of 
khe  attack  of  Fort  St  Philip,  and  of  the  manner  io  which  it  u-as 
Aefepdeii 


"The  conductof  that  (Acer  tnd  (rf'thes«wh«  Kctedaadwlo,. 
merits,  I  think,  great  praise.  Ther  nailed  thur  own  ciil«t  to- 
tiie  sUndard,  and  placed  thoie  of  't£e  enemy  aodemeath  tiMB,. 
determined  never  to  surrender  the  fort." 


FORT  St  FHOiP.  ttaUMry  XStb,  UU 
8IR, 

On  the  iBt  of  the  present  month,  I  received  the  infonutiw 
that  the  enemy  intended  paasinf;  this  fort,  to  co-operate  with  tbar 
land  forces,  in  the  Bubjagation  of  Louisiana,  and  the  destncbw 
ttf  New  Orleans.  To  effect  this  with  more  facility,  thej  wtn 
first  with  their  heavy  bomb  veisels  to  bombard  this  place  into  coa- 
pliance.  On  the  grounds  of  this  information,  I  turned  my  attta-. 
tion  to  the  security  of  my  command.  [  erected  small  nugaxiM) 
in  difTerent  parts  of  the  garrison,  that  if  one  Uew  up  I  cirald  re* 
sort  to  another ;  built  covers  for  my  men  to  secure  them  fnm  it 
explosion  of  the  shells,  and  removed  the  combustible  matter  widi- 
out  the  works.  Early  in  the  day  of  the  8th  instant,  I  was  adnxd 
of  their  approach,  and  on  the  9th,  at  a  quarter  past  10  A.  M.Wn 
in  sight  two  bomb  vessels,  one  sloop,  one  brig  and  one  schowff; 
ther  anchored  two  and  one  quarter  miles  below.  At  half  |wt  U 
ancf  at  half  past  12,  they  advanced  two  barges  apparently  fiirthi, 
purpose  of  sounding  witnin  one  and  a  half  milea  of  the  foctj.ati 
this  moment,  I  ordered  my  water  battery,  under  the  coiBBai4i6) 
lieutenant  Cunningham,  of  tlie  navy,  to  open  upon  them :  it)  stB^ 
directed  sliot  caused  a  precipitate  retreat.  At  naif  past  3  »'dt^ 
P.  M.  the  enemy's  bomb  vessels  opened  liieir  fire  Troiii  four  cet*  ' 
mortars,  two  of  13  inches,  two  of  10,  ami  to  my  gieat  mortifica: 
tion  I  found  they  were  without  the  effecti^  v  ran^c  of  my  shiit,^i 
many  subsequent  experiments  proved;  they  continued  their''' 
with  little  intermission,  during  the  10th,  11th,  12tli,  13th.'' 
15th,  16th  and  17th.  I  occasionally  opened  my  batteries  on 
with  great  vivacity,  particutarly  when  they  showed  a  disj 
to  change  their  position. 

On  the  i7th,  in  the  evening,  our  heavy  mortar  was  said 
in  readiness.  I  ordered  that  excellent  ofHcer,  coptaio  Vr'fJ^ 
craft,  of  the  artillerists,  who  previously  had  charge  uf  it.  t4,i 
a  fire,  which  was  done  with  great  effect,  us  tlie  enemy  frea 
motion  became  disordered,  and  at  day  light,  on  tlie  181^' 
menced  their  retreat,  after  having  thrown  upwards  of  a  tlN 
heavy  sheila,  oeaides  shells  from  howitzers,  nmnd  shot  and  __ 
which  he  discharged  from  boats  under  co*cr  of  die  ni^-ht.  ,,^ 

Our  lossinthis  affair  has  been  uncommanty  nnall,  uwuMtfiJ^ 
ly  to  the  great  pains  that  were  taken  by  the  different  oHcttl  _., 
keep  their  men  undercover]  as  the  enemy  loft  scarcely  tcnfa^i' 
this^rri son  untouched.  ' 

The  officers  and  soldiers  through  this  whole  affair, 
nine  days  and  nights  nader  amn  in  tin  different  botf* 
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consequent  fatieiie  and  loss  of  sleep,  have  manifested  the  great- 
est firmness  and  the  most  zealous  warmth  to  tie  at  the  enemy. 
To  distinguish  individuals  would  be  a  delicate  task,  as  merit  was 
conspicuous  every  where.  Lieutenant  Canningham»  of  the  navy, 
who  commanded  my  water  battery,  with  his  brave  crew,  evinced 
the  most  determined  bravery  and  uncommon  activity  throu^out^ 
and  in  fact,  sir,  the  only  thing  to  be  regretted  is  that  the  enemy 
was  too  timid  to  give  us  an  opportunity  of  destroying  him. 
I  herewith  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  OVERTON. 

Major  {[^efieffd  JackjBon. 

Killed  2  and  wounded  7  during  the  bombardment  on  fort 
Bt.  Philip,  commencing  on  the  9th  and  ending  on  the  18th  Jan- 
vary,  1815. 

ADDRESS 

Of  Major  General  Jackson  on  the  Bth  of  January,  1815,  to  the 
troopB  on  the  right  bank  of  the  J^lississippi. 

^hile,  by  the  blessing  of  heaven,  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
victories  was  obtained  by  the  troops  under  my  immediate  com* 
Inatid,  no  words  can  express  the  mortification  I  felt,  at  witnessing 
ibk  sicene  exhibited  on  the  opposite  bank.^    I  will  spare  your 
fedftlgs  and  my  own,  nor  enter  into  detail  on  the  subject.    To 
all  who  reflect,  it  must  be  a  source  of  eternal  regret,  that  a  few 
moments'  exertion  of  that  courage  you  certainly  possess,  was 
alone '  wanting,  to  have  rendered  your  success  more  complete 
than  that  of  your  fellow  citizens  in  this  camp.    To  what  cause 
was  the  abandonment  of  your  lines  owine  ?   To  fear  ?  No !  You 
mrd  the  countrymen,  the  iriends,  the  brothers  of  those  who  have 
ftecnred  to  themselves,  by  their  courage,  the  gratitude  of  their 
country ;  who  have  been  prodigal  of  tneir  blood  in  its  defence, 
ftnd  who  are  strangers  to  any  otner  fear  than  disgrace.  To  disaf- 
fection to  our  glorious  cause  ?  No!  My  countrymen,  your  general 
does  justice  to  the  pure  sentiments  oy  which  you   are  inspired. 
How  then  could  brave  men,  firm  in  the  cause  in  which  they  are 
enrolled,  neglect  their  first  duty,  and  abandon  the  post  committed 
to  their  care  ?    The  want  of  discipline,  the  want  of  order,  a  total 
disregard  to  obedience^  and  a  spirit  of  insubordination,  not  less  de- 
Itmctive  than  cowardice  itself;  are  the  causes  that  led  to  this  dis- 
later,  and  tliey  must  be  eradicated,  or  I  must  cease  to  command. 
[  desire  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  every  breach  of  ordersi, 

*  Commodore  Patterson  and  general  Morgan  at  the  moment  attributed 
the  disaster  to  the  flight  of  the  Kentucky  tmUtia,  which  proved  on  investira- 
km  not  to  he  the  &ct.    Had  all  the  circumstances^  as  they  existed,  been  am 
ilotcdf  thqr  wo^ld  ii9t  havf)  been  zeproaqhed  by  yeo«r^  Jsckiom 
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all  want  of  discipline,  every  inattentioa  of  duty,  will  ba  uriondr 
and  promptly  panifihed ;  toat  the  attentive  ofiicera,  andgixtdW- 
diers,  may  not  be  meotioned  in  tlie  disgrace  and  danger,  vktdi 
thenegligenceof  a  faw  may  produce.  Solaientl  you  want  onl;|r  the 
will,  in  order  to  emulate  theslory  of  your  fellow  citizeua  on  tbis 
bank  of  the  river.  You  have  the  same  motives  for  Action ;  tLe  ane 
interest,  the  same  country  to  protect ;  and  you  have  an  additiai- 
al  interest,  from  past  events,  to  wipe  ofl*  reproach,  and  thowihit 
you  will  not  be  inferior,  in  the  day  of  trial,  to  any  of  yourcMU- 
rymen. 

But  rememberl  without  obedience,  without  order,  withint&' 
cipline,  all  your  efforts  are  vain.  The  brave  man, 'inatteotimi 
his  duty,  is  worth  little  more  to  his  country  than  the  coward  «to 
deserts  her  in  the  hour  of  danger.  Private  opinions,  as  toibe 
competency  of  ofRcers,  must  not  be  indulged,  and  stUlleMtl* 
pressed;  it  ia  impossible  that  the  measures  of  those  whouHnuuJ 
■hould  satisfy  all  who  are  bound  to  obey;  and  one  of  tbeiMit 
dangerous  faults  in  a  soldier,  is  a  disposition  to  criticise  and  blua 
the  orders  and  cliaracten  of  his  superiors.  Soldiers  \  I  km 
that  many  of  you  have  done  your  duty ;  and  I  trust;  in  htsit,  I 
shall  have  no  reason  to  make  any  exception.  Officers!  I  han^ 
fullest  confidence tliat  you  will  enforce  obedience  lo  jour  cia- 
mands;  but,  above  all,  that  by  subordiuatiuii  in  your  t^bml 


Krades,  you  will  set  an  example  to  your  men  ;  and  tlial,  herufW 
hK  army  of  the  right  will  yield  to  none,  tnthe  essential  quiIiM 
'hich  characterize  good  soldiers; — that  they  will  earn  their  Jul 


of  those  honours  and  rewards,  whii^  tlieir  country  will 
for  its  deliverers.  „ 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
JSajar  General  Cotjubot*?, 


i}»livertA  to  major gtwrul  ^mdrew  Jadctm, by  tlu  „., 
Jhtbourg,  adminUtrator  apottolic  of  the  diocese  o/  Lo«\ 

NBW  ORLEANS,  January  23d. 
Genebal, 

,  While  the  stale  of  Louisiana,  in  the  joyful  franspwi— 
gratitude,  hails  you  as  her  deliverer,  and  the  a?i»erler  orlL 
oaced liberties  :  while  grateful  America,  so  lately  wrajin2|l 
anxious  suspense,  on  the  fate  of  this  important  city,  is  re^cH 
frcm^shorc  to  shore  your  splendid  achievements,  and  pr?p^^ 
inscribe  your  name  on  her  immortal  rolls,  amoiio-  Oiow 
Washingtons  ;    while  history,  poetry,  and  the  niuDutaia- 
will  vie  in  consi^ing  to  the  latest  posterity,   a  triumiAjl 
unparalleled  in  their  records  :  while  thus  raised,  by  lu^fi 
PWnation,  to  the  very  pinnacle  of  fBine,'how  eaay  t 
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( ymi,  general*  to  forget  the  prime  mover  of  ydiir  wonderfiil  gild ' 
ibe8se8,and  to  assume  to  jotirself  a  praise,  which  must  eventuallt 
"^return  to  that  exalted  source,  whence  every  merit  is  derived. 
*]^t  better  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  true  ^lorj,  and  justly 
Iplacing  the  summit  of  your  ambition,  in  approving  yourself  the 
•trorthy  instrument  of  Heaven's  merciful  designs,  the  first  impulse 
bf  your  reli^ous  heart  was  to  acknowledge  the  signal  interposi' 
Htm  ofjnwtdene^-^your  first  step,  a  solemn  display  of  your  num^ 
ble  sense  of  hisfavoursi 

Still  ajg;itatea  at  the  remembrance  of  those  dreadful  agonies^ 
from  which  we  have  been  so  miraculously  rescued,  it  is  our  pride 
"to  acknowledge,  that  the  Almighty  has  truly  had  the  principal 
liand  in  our  deliverance,  and,  to  follow  you,  general,  in  attributing 
^  his  infinite  goodness,  the  homage  or  our  unfeigned  gratitude^ 
liet  the  infatuated  votary  of  a  blind  chance  deride  our  credulous 
'Simplicity;  let  the  cold  hearted  atheist  look  for  the  explanatioa 
^ef  important  events,  to  the  mere  concatenatioti  of  human  causes ; 
'to  us,  the  whole  universe  is  loud  in  proclaiming  a  Supreme  Ru-* 
ter,  who,  as  he  holds  the  hearts  of  man  in  his  hands,  holds  also  tiie 
Uiread  of  all  contingent  occurrences.    "  Whatever  be  his  inter- 
mediate agents,'^  says  an  illustrious  prelate,  '*  still  on  the  secret 
"^Irdiersof  his  all-ruling  providence,  depend  the  rise,  and  prosper- 
fify,*as  well  as  the  decline  and  downfal  of  empires.  From  his 
Mfty  throne,  he  moves  every  scene  below,  now  curbingi  now  let- 
iti^  loose,  the  passions  of  men ;  now  infusing  his  own  wisdom 
Ifttb  the  leaders  of  nations ;  now  confounding^  their  boasted  pru-* 
tf^nce^  and  spreading  upon  their  councils  a  spirit  of  intoxication  ; 
and  thus  executing  his  uncontrollable  judgments  on  the  sons  of 
nen,  according  to  me  dictates  of  his  own  unerring  justice." 
€^t-^'hhn  therefore,  our  tnost  fervent  thanks  are  due,  for  our  un- 
expected late  rescue.  It  is  him  we  intend  to  praise,  when  consi- 
dering you,  general,  as  the  man  of  his  right  nand,  whom  he  has 
taken  pains  to  fit  out  for  the  important  commission  of  our  defence. 
We  extol  that  fecundity  of  genius,  by  which,  under  the  m.ost  dis^ 
fibdraging  distress,  you  created  unforeseen  resources,  raised,  aft 
it  were,  from  the  ground,  hodts  of  intrepid  warriors^  and  pro«« 
rided  every  vulnerable  point  with  ample  means  of  defence.   To 
him  we  trace  that  instinctive  supenority  of  mind,  which    at 
imce  rallied  around  your  universal  confidence  j  impressed  one 
Kresistible  movement  to  all  the  jarring  elements  of  which  this 

Blltical  machiae  id  composed  t  aroused  their  slumbering  spirits, 
.  d-  diffused  through  every  rank  the  noble  ardour  which  glowed 
Sj^ybur  own  bosom.  To  him,  in  fine,  we  address  our  acknowledge' 
bests  for  that  consummate  prudence,  which  defeated  all  the 
ioitibinaiions  of  a  sagacious  enemy,  entangled  him  in  the  very 
dikarcs  which  he  had  spread  for  us,  and  succeeded  in  effecting  hi^ 
liter  destruction,  witnout  exposine  thelives  of  otir  citizens.  Im* 
aiiytal  thanks  be  to  his  Supreme  Muesty,.  for  sending  us  such  an 
fllstrainent  of  his  boiintifu  designs  f  A  gift  ef  that  vdue  is  the 
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-  best  token  of  the  coDtinnance  of  his '  jn^itectiati— 6w 'rioM^liDd 
encouragement  to  sue  for  new  favours.    The  first  which  it  em- 

V  boldensuHhumblr  to  supplicate,  as  nearest  nur  throbbing  heatts, 
is  that  you  may  long  enjoy  the  honnur  of  your  erateful  coantryt 
of  which  you  will  permit  us  to  present  you  a  pledge,  in  this  wrnik 
of  lanrel,  the  prize  of  victory,  the  sypibol  of  immortality.  Tbs 
next  is  a  speedy  and  honourabte  termination  of  the  bloody  coq- 
teat,  in  which  we  are  engaged.  No  one  has  so  eSEcaciouftlr  nbonr- 
cd  as  you,  general,  for  the  acceleration  of  that  bliBsfuI  period; 
may  we  soon  reap  that  sweetest  fruit  of  your  splendid  aoduiiiii- 
terrupted  victories. 

GENERAL  JACKSON^  REPLT. 

[   Reverknd  Sin, 

Ireceive,  with  gratitude  and  pleasure,  tlie  ayraboJical  mn, 
which  pietv  has  prepared.  1  receive  it  in  the  name  of  the  Iran 
men  who  have  so  effectually  seconded  my  exertions  {  tkey.wiU 
deserve  the  laurels  which  their  country  will  bestow.  Formjiett, 
to  have  been  instrumental  in  the  deliverance  of  such  a  coogti?, 
is  the  greatest  blessing  that  Heaven  coald  confer.  Tliat  itbu 
been  effected  with  so  little  loss — that  so  few  ahould  doad  it 
smiles  of  our  triumph,  and  not  a  cypress  leafbeioterwoTeiiiattc 
wreath  which  you  present,  is  a  source  of  the  mMtexquiute|)(i- 
Mire. 

I  thank  you,  reverend  sir.  most  sincerely,  for  the  praTenvUit 
you  offer  up  for  my  happiness.     May  those  your  patnotism  dk-     . 
tales,  for  our  beloved  country,  be  first  he«nl ;  and  may  miat  fa 
jour  individual  prosperity,  as  well   as  that  nf  the  c«ngTt|*t'''    J 

.  committed  to  vour  care,  tie  favourably  received — tiie  prospuitt,  i 
wealth,  and  happiness  of  this  city,  will  tlien  be  cnmmeuMiait  , 
Wiethe  courage  and  other  qualities  of  its  inhabitants. 


NEW  OBLEANS,  March  30tb,UU- 

SIR, 

Ihave  the  honour,  agreeably  toyearre{|ucst,to  state !•}<* 
excellency,  in  writing,  the  stthstance  of  a  tunverf^ation  Hatt^ 
cun-ed  between  quarter  master  Perrie  of  ilie  Ikitish  armT,  ti 
myself,  on  the  11th  instant,  on  board  his  Briuniiti:  majesty's  Hf 
Herald.  Quarter  master  Perrie  observed,  tiiai  tlic  comraaaf^ 
officers  of  the  British  forces  were  daily  in  lite  receipt  of  HtfT 
information  from  New  Orleans,  which  tiiey  might  requite,  tow 
of  their  operations,  for  the  com^etion  of  ilit^  nbjects  uf  the <!' 
pedition;  that  they  were  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  sitiuti* 
«f  everr  part  of  our  forces,  the  Banner  io  uhich  the  suDsn* 
•ituatea,  the  number  of  our  fortUkatioas,  their  strength,  ossi Mb 
he  As  to  the  battery  on  the  left  bank  fif  the  MissiaB|fii  h  i 
described  its  situation,  its  distance  from  the  main  pMb  ^V 


^  pnmfiijfifeTeA  me  a  jplan  of  the  works.  He  furthermore  stated^ 

that  uie  above  information  was  received  from  i^everi  6r  ei^t  per- 

"  •ons  in  the  crtj  of  New  Orleans,  from  whom  he  could,  at  any  hour* 

procure  every  information  necessary  to  promote  his  majes^'a 

^'interest. 

«  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CHARLES  K.  BLANCHARD. 
-   To  Major  GenertlJackion. 


a: 
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GENERAL  JACKSON'S  Farewell  address  to  his  army. 

The  major  funeral  is  at  length  enabled  to  perform  the  pleasing 
task  of  restonne  to  Tennessee,  Rentucky»  Louisiana,  and  the 
territory  of  the  Mississippi,  the  brave  troops  who  have  acted  such 
a  dietingaished  part  in  the  war  which  has  just  terminated.  In 
restoring  these  brave  men  to  their  homes,  much  exertion  is  expect- 
•d  of,  andfi;reat  responsibility  imposed  on,  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  different  corps.  It  is  required  of  major  generals  Carroll 
and  Thomas*  and  tnrigadier  seneral  Coffee,  to  march  their  com- 
mands, without  unnecessary  delay*  to  their  respective  states.  Th« 
troo{)8  from  the  Mississippi  territory  and  state  of  Louisiana,  both 
militia  and  volunteers,  will  be  immediately  mustered  out  of  service* 
paid*  and  discharged. 

The  major  general  has  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  the  appro- 
bation of  uie  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  conduct  of  the 
troops  under  his  command,  expressed,  in  flattering  terms,  through 
the  honourable  the  Secretary  of  War. 

In  parting  with  those  brave  men*  whose  destinies  have  been  W9 
long  united  with  his  own,  and  in  whose  labors  and  glories  it  is  his 
happiness  and  his  boast  to  have  participated,  the  commanding^ 
general  can  neither  suppress  his  feelings,  nor  give  utterance  to 
them  as  he  ought.  In  what  terms  can  he  bestow  suitable  praise 
on  merit  so  extraordinary,  so  unparalleled?  Let  him,  in  one 
burst  of  joy,  gratitude*  and  exultation,  exclaim,  "  Tliese  are  the 
saviours  of'^their  country ;  these  the  patriot  soldiers,  who  triumph- 
ed over  the  invincibles  of  Wellington*  and  conquered  the  con« 
querors  of  Europe !"  With  what  patience  did  you  submit  te 
privations — ^with  what  fortitude  did  you  endure  fatigue — ^what 
valor  did  you  display  in  the  day  of  battle !  You  have  secured  to 
America  a  proua  name  among  the  nations  of  the  earth ;  a -glory 
which  will  never  perish. 

Possessing  those  dispositions  which  equally  adorn  the  citizen 
and  the  soldier,  the  expectations  of  your  country  will  be  met  in 
peace*  as  her  wishes  have  been  gratified  in  war.  Go*  then,  my 
brave  companions*  to  your  homes ;  to  those  tender  connexions* 
and  blissful  scenes,  which  render  life  so  dear — full  of  honour*  and 
Crowned  with  laurds  tiiat  will  never  fade.    When  participating 
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in  the  bosoms  of.jaar  funilies,  th»  enjojnMRtof  peaceful  life.vitb 
what  happinesB  will  Touaot  look  back  to  the  toils  you  have  borne— 
to  the  danzers  jou  nave  encountered?  How  will  allvnarput 
exposures  be  converted  into  sources  of  inexpresaible  delight} 
'Wno,  that  uever  experienced  your  sufferings,  will  be  able  to  ap- 
preciate jour  jov§  ?  The  man  who  slumbered  ingloriouslj  at  lionx, 
aurine  jour  painful  marches,  your  nights  of  watchfulness,  and 

Kur  days  of  toil,  will  envy  you  the  happiness  which  these  recol- 
:tions  will  afford ;  still  more  will  he  enw  the  eratitude  of  that 
country,  which  you  have  bo  eminently  contributed  to  save. 

Continue,  fellow -soldiers,  on  votir  passage  to  your  sevenl  des- 
tinations, to  preserve  tliat  Butxirdioation,  that  dignified  and  muilj 
deportment,  which  have  so  ennobled  vour  character. 

While  the  commanding  general  is  thus  giving  indulgence  ta  his 
feelings,  towards  those  brave  companions,  who  accompanied  hia 
dirough  difficulties  and  danger,  he  cannot  permit  the  nanes  af 
Blount,  and  Shelby,  and  Holmes,  to  pass  unnoticed.  With 
what  generous  ardour  and  patriotism  have  these  distinguished  go- 
vernors contributed  all  their  exertions,  to  provide  the  means  of 
victory !  The  recollection  of  their  exertions,  and  of  the  succesi 
which  has  resulted,  will  be  to  them  a  reward  more  erateful  thu 
any  whicli  the  pomp  of  title,  or  the  splendour  oi  wealth,  can 
bestow. 

What  happiness  it  is  to  the  commanding  general,  that,  wh3e 
danger  was  oefore  him,  he  was,  on  no  occasion,  compelled  to  dk, 
towards  his  companions  in  arms,  either  severity  or  rebuke.  If. 
after  the  enemy  had  retired,  improper  pas  lions  be^n  ^eirempn 
in  a  few  unworthy  bosoms,  and  rendered  a  namt  to  entrg/k 
measures  necessary  for  their  suppression,  he  has  not  coafaaaM 
fte  innocent  with  the  ^Uty— the  seduced  with  the  sednctM 
Towards  you,  fellow-soldiers,  the  most  <^eeriogrecollectianseri4 
blended,  alas!  with  regret,,lhat  disease  and  war  should  harcttfi 
vished  from  us  so  many  wordiy  companions.  Bat  the  m#n>or^<<f 
the  cause  in  which  they  perished)  and  of  the  virtues  which  anitM* 
ted  them  while  living,  must  occupy  the  place  where  sorrow  vtwAt 
claim  to  dwell.  ;  '  n 

Farewell,  fellow -soldiers.  Hie  exptesuon  of  your  ^nenlV 
thanks  is  feeble ;  but  the  gratitude  of  a  country  of  freemen  -V 
yours — yours  the  applause  of  aa  admiring  world. 

ANDBBW  JACKSON, 
Mtgor  Oentral  Comnumding-' 
A'ev  Orkaat,  JUarcli,  18U. 


AFFAIR  AT  POINT  PETRE. 

POJNT  PETBB,  GEORGIA,  Januan  lOth.  1SI1 
SIR, 

^    The  collector  having  informed  me  be  wns  about  to  d«ut(A 
an  esprento  Sayajuwb  JtWiwlMtfriyrl  wJI  myselfiot^"''^"^^' 


:  to  dMptia 
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meuts  tlkmed  metty  apmixe  tou  of  the  ThWemeiits  of  the  enemjr. 
it  has  just  been  reporteci  that  he  has  effected  a  landing  on  the  nortk 
point  of  Cumberland.  A  frigate  is  at  anchor  off  that  point.  As  my 
order  contemplaU  a  retreat,  I  have  thought  it  best  to  prepare  in 
time,  and  to  direct  the  assistant  deputy  C|uarter  master  general  to 
remove  the  most  of  the  provisions  ([of  which  we  have  a  large  sup- 
ply) together  with  all  the  ammunition  except  what  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  immediate  defence  of  the  battery,  and  troops  under  march- 
ing orders,  to  a  safe  |K)int  near  St.  Mary'^.  But  1  hope  to  have 
it  in  my  power  to  give  the  enemy  a  orush  before  I  leave  the 
ground.  1  have  had  an  interview  with  colonel  Scott  of  the  Geor- 
gia militia.  He  promises,  in  the  event  of  an  attack  of  my  post, 
to  co-operate.  I  advised  him  to  take  post  at  Sweet  Water  branch, 
should  the  enemy  attack  me  in  my  rear.  This  will  place  hijii 
between  two  fires.  Colonel  Scott  thinks  he  can  bring  two  huA* 
dred  men  with  him ;  if  so,  we  shall  do  something. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 
A,  A.  MASSIAS,  Capt.  U.  A  Rifle  Corps, 

eomdg.  U.  8,  forces  near  St.  Marj/^s. 

Brigndicr  genenl  Floyd. 


KING'S  BAY,  12  O'CLOCK,  Januaiy  11th,  1815. 

81R, 

I  deem  it  expedient  to  apprize  you  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  by  express.  They  effected  a  landing  on  the  north  point  of 
Cumberland  Island  this  morning.  This  moment  two  divisions, 
with  nineteen  barges,  attended  bj  two  look-out  boats  in  front,  ana 
ianked  by  two  wn  boats  mounting  one  gun  each,  are  passing 
within  my  view»  At  first  they  discovered  a  disposition  toward^ 
King's  Bay ;  but  ascertaining  we  were  prepared  to  receive  them, 
they  altered  their  coarse  and  took  the  Plumb  Orchard  passage, 
keeping  Cumberland  close  aboard.  The  first  division  effected  its 
laiMins  at  Plumb  Orchard,  the  second  at  first  shewed  a  disposition 
towards  the  pdnt.  The  officer  left  in  charge  of  the  battery  (at 
the  point)  was  ordered  io  be  on  the  look  out  and  not  to  let  him 
approach  with  impunity,  which  it  appears  he  promptly  obeyed* 
One  of  the  enemyS  baiges  went  out  of  line  in  chase  of  a  ooat 
makine  its  retreat  towards  St.  Mary's,  but  on  receiving  a  shot 
from  a  long  eighteen  which  came  rather  too  near  him,  he  gave  up 
tbechase*       .  . 

A.  A.  MASSIAS, 

Brigadier  genend  Floyd. 


POINT  PETRE,  3  O^LOCK,  P.  K.  Jtnuuy  11th,  1815* 

.  \V«  are  now  against  the  Point    Sixteen  of  the  enemy's  barges 
f4  tbelai^stsizA-haive  passed  to  Dungiiiess  and  have  landed.    I 


compute'  hiiTnrce  tu  be  about  fifteen  htndred  wAite  and  tiaik. 
Their  fleet  in  now  beating  off  and  on  St.  Andrew's  bar,  at  wbiA 
end  they  came  in. 

It  was  mr  intention  at  fint  to  receive  them  at  C^in  Bloff  with 
riflemen.  This  could  have  t»een  done  with  onich  advmiitaee,  but 
it  seems  they  were  apprized  of  our  inteotion,  and  alterej  thrir 
course  for  the  other  side  and  took  the  Plumb  Orchard  paauge. 

We  are  now  at  thn  point,  and  ob  the  alert,  waiting  an  attack, 
which  I  ^jEMct  momentlj.  I  shall  do  nij  best  in  the  event  of  a 
retreat.  The  assistant  deputy  quarter  master  general  has  been 
ordered  to  place  a  supply  of  ammunition  and  provisiooa  at  a  |Mst 
in  my  rear  (selected  by  myself.)  The  men  have  always  foar 
days*  provisions  in  advance  (cooked  and  in  their  harreaacu)  and 
ready  to  move  to  anv  point  at  a  moment's  warning.  1  have  ths 
pleasure  to  anticipate  the  best  of  conduct  from  £e  officers  and 
men  under  my  command.  ThoMgh  fiw,  they  are  well  chases; 
they  discover  great  eagerness  for  battle.  They  behaved  well  this 
morning  in  preparing  to  receive  the  enemy  at  King's  Bay. 
Very  respectfully,  fcc. 

A.  A.  MASSIA8, 
camdg.  U.  8.  troopt,  St.  JUari/'t  tMiat, 
Hiigidicr  f  encnt  Flojd. 


SWEET  WATER  BHANCU.  January  ISA,  ISU. 

BIB, 

The  enemy  moved  azainst  Point  Petre  this  norniog,*!  Uf 
past  7  o'clock,  with  his  whole  force  (about  fifteen  hundred.)  <Hi* 
operations  were  stmuItaDcous.  At  an  early  hour  this  inotmHt 
received  information  of  his  approach  on  my  picket,  near  MfV 
Johnson's,  about  four  and  a  half  miles  from  this  point,  with  ^Mt 
eig^tliundredtoa  thousand  men,  a  rocket  machine,  and  twopiaMB 
ofartillery :  aware  of  his  intentions  to  place  himself  iu  my  ntfi 
while  he  at  the  same  moment  was  advancing  in  cniisidcrable  font 
in  front  (about  six  hundred]  to  attack  the  battery  at  Point  Pitie 
(on  the  St.  Mark's]  with  an  evident  view  to  cut  ufTmy  retroat)! 
accordint;ly  made  the  following  disposition  of  my  brave'  1  ittle  fsrffr 
lordered  captain  Stallings  to  remain  at  the'point,  with  afcMt 
thirty-sis  effectives,  with  orders  to  defend  it  as  long  ns  po&siblt. 
and  if  overpowered,  1o  spike  the  suns,  fire  the  train  (alre^ly  ft^ 
pared  at  the  ma^7.ine  and  works)  and  retreat  to  me,  withllii 
remainder,  (about  80  men,  riflemen  and  infantry.)  1  move^  «tt 
against  the  main  force  in  the  rear,  determined  to  oppose  liiViHi 
sage  to  the  point,  at  a  narrow  defile  near  major  King's,  and  adn 
good  our  retreat  (if  it  should  be  found  necessary)  at  all  '"•■^ 
At  about  9  o'clock  we  came  up  with  the  defile,  near  nukjor  Kin^ 
and  Johnson's ;  it  is  flanked  by  a  deep  marsh  on  each  sidctandMi 
a  complete  cover  for  riflemen  (in  a  tnick  live  oak  underwood!  ta 
the  right  and  left ;  the  evening  previous  (at  •  late  ho«r)  I 
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canted  some  large  trees  to  be  fallen  and  placed  across  the  defile 
in  seyeral  places,  with  a  view  to  obstruct  nis  passage  as  much  aa*^ 
possible.    As  we  entered  the  defile  at  one  end,  the  enemy  did  to^^ 
at  the  other.    It  was  ny  intention  (if  possible)  to  gain  the  croai  ^ 
roads  near  Major  Kine's;  but  finding  myself  stopped*  I  ordered, 
1st  lieutenant  Holt,  of  the  43d  infantry,  with  a  detachment  of. 
riflemen,  to  advance  and  gain  the  thicket  on  the  enemy's  left;  at  ' 
the  same  time   l«t  lieutenant  Harlee,  of  the  1st  rifle  regiment^ 
with  another  detachment  of  riflemen,  was  ordered  to  take  post  ill 
the  thicket  on  their  right,  and  to  be  in  readiness  to  pass  the. 
thicket  in  the  enemy's  rear :  this  order  was  promptly  obeyed*. 
Captain  Tattnall,  of  the  43  infiuitry,  who  was  with  me  with  the  re- , 
mainder  (infantry)  was  ordered  to  advance  in  close  column  and  / 
pass  the  defile.  At  this  moment  the  enemy's  bugle  sounded,  wheni '' 
a  brisk  fire  commenced  on  both  sides,  the  riflemen  on  the  right  and  | 
left  keeping  a  deadly  fire  on  the  enemy,  who  was  in  close  column ;  ]^ 
we  had  already  passed  the  defile  some  distance,  and  the  enemy  .. 
had  ^iven  way  twice,  when  captain  Tatnall,  ^o  stood  near  mej, ! 
received  a  severe  wound  which  obliged  him  to  retire.    This  pro-  ~ 
duced  a  momentary  pause,  when  the  enemy,  being  encouraged, 
pressed  forward,  but  was  received  with  unequalled  firmness  by 
the  infantry  and  riflemen  with  me.    By  the  absence  of  captain  . 
Tatnall,  his  platoon  became  in  charge  of  a  Serjeant  (Benson^  frotn 
whom  I  received  unexampled  support.   But  alas !  our  efforts  were 
unavailing,  the  number  of  the  enemy  too  imposing,  a  thousand  to 
eighty  was  too  much  odds  :  and  finding  it  imj^ssible  to  maintain,, 
my  position,  and  believing  the  battery  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  (as  three  signal  guns  had  been  fired)  it  was  with  reluet* , 
tauce  I  ordered  a  retreat,  and  which  I  am  happy  to  state  wa^ 
effected  in  good  order. 

We  took  the  path  to  Mrs.  Gordon's  plantation  on  the  North 
River,  at  which  point  I  had  (in  the  event  of  my  not  being'able  i» 
maintain  myself  in  my  position  or  pass  by  major  King's^  previ* 
ottsly  secured  a  large  boat ;  but  this  was  by  iome  one  taken  awi^. 
rhad  then  but  one  resource  left  to  pass  the  North  Kver  (at  mil- 
ler's Bluff)  in  a  paddling  canoe ;  upon  which  orders  were  sent  ta . 
captain  Stallings  to  retreat  to  me,  which  he  promptly  obeyed ;  the 
enemy  following  close  in  his  rear.  I  have  nevertheless  die  plea- 
sure to  state  we  effected  the  retreat  without  the  loss  of  a  man#. 
While  I  lament  the  necessity  of  informing  you  of  the  loss  of  the 
battery  at  Point  Petre,  I  console  myself  with  the  consciousnees  of 
havine  done  my  best  for  its  preservation,  and  of  being  peculi- 
arly rortunate  in  maldng  good  a  retreat  by  many  considensd  im- 
practicable. 

The  enemy's  loss  must  have  bevi  considerable.  The  defile 
was  covered  with  blued.  It  is  reported  an  officer  of  distinctioni^^ 
wearing  a  pair  of  gold  epaulets,  was  among  their  slain.  Our  loia 
was  very  inconsiderable,  as  will  appear  by  die  report  annexed  la 
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fhif ;  and  I  have  reason  to  hope  that  some  of  onr  nea  ^o  voe 
BiBsiDg  will  yet  join. 

I  should  not  do  justice  to  the  gentlemen  I  had  the  honour  t* 
command,  did  I  not  sajr  they  all  performed  prodigies,  beyond  rai- 
■ooable  expectation  ;  they  were  equally  brave.  But  ifl  maybe 
allowed  to  discriminate  and  to  recommend  any  to  yonr  particalar 
notice  and  attention,  it  would  be  captain  E.T.Tatnalt,  of  the  43d 
infantry.  He  was  conspicuous  in  every  act,  and  gave  mc  &f 
utmost  support 

■    I  cannot  but  consider  my  little  band  highly  comflniented  by 
the  number  of  the  enemy  thought  necessary  to  twins  against  tfaea. 
Very  respectfully,  Sec. 
A.  A.  MASSIA3,  Capl. 
Comdg.  U.  8.  forces,  near  £t.  Mtry'a,  Om 
Brij,  Gen.  Floyd. 

In  this  aSur  there  waa  I  killed,  4  weunded,  unl  9  n 


GENERAL  JACKSON'S  ADDRESS, 

Mead  at  the  head  of  eadi  of  the  corps  composing  the  Ihi*  Mm 
JVlio  OrUims,  Januarg  21st,  1815. 

CmzENs  AKD  Fellow  Soldiers, 

The  enemy  has  retreated,  and  your  general  has  naw  haamt 
to  proclaim  to  the  world  what  he  has  noticed  with  admiration  ud 
pride — your  undaunted  courage,  your  patriotism,  and  paliace 
under  hardships  and  fatigues.  Natives  of  different  states,  Ktiiif 
together  for  the  first  time  in  this  camp,  dilTerins  in  habits  «ti  in 
langtfage,  instead  of  viewing  in  these  circumstunce^  the  ^rm  of 
distrust  and  division,  vou  have  made  tltem  a  source  or  Lonounbic 
emulation,  and  from  tne  seeds  of  discord  itself,  li;ive  reaped  llie 
fruits  of  an  hononrable  union.  Thiii  day  completes  the  (wiA 
veeL  unce  fifteen  hundred  of  yuu  attacked  treble  vour  nanlKi 
of  men,  who  had  boasted  of  their  discipline,  and  Iheir  serTiM 
under  a  celebrated  leader  in  a  long  and  evenlful  war — attacked 
tiiem  in  their  camp  the  moment  Uiey  had  profaned  the  Mil  a( 
freedom  witli  their  hostile  tread,  and  inflicted  a  blow  which  *M 
«  prelude  to  the  final  result  of  their  attempt  to  conquer,  orthv 
poor  contrivances  to  divide  as.  A  few  hours  vm  tiufiicieDt  It 
unite  the  gallant  band,  though  at  the  moment  they  received  Ibt 
welcome  order  to  march,  the^  were  separated  many  lea^ob 
ditTeretit  directisns  from  the  city.  The  gay  rapidity  of  the  mardt, 
the  cheerful  countenances  of  the  officers  and  tneu,  would  biw 
induced  a  belief  that  some  festive  entertainment,  not  the  stiille 
of  battle,  was  the  object  to  which  they  hastened  witl^so  mncha- 
gemess  and  hilarity.  In  the  conflict  that  ensued,  the  sime  writ 
was  supported,  and  my  communications  to  the  executivi?  oTliit 
Unitad  States  have  testified  the  sense  1  have  eol«rt«iaBd  «f  ^ 
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»erits  of  the  corps  and  officers  that  were  engaged.  Resting  on 
the  field  of  battle,  thej  retired  in  perfect  order  on  the  next  morn- 
ing to  these  lines,  destined  to  become  the  scene  of  future  victo- 
ries, which  thej  were  to  share  with  the  rest  of  you,  my  brav^ 
companions  in  arms«  Scarcely  were  your  lines  a  protection  against 
musKet  shot,  when,  on  the  28th,  a  disposition  was  made  to  attack 
them  with  aii  the  pomp  and  parade  or  military  tactics,  as  improT- 
•d  by  those  veterans  of  the  Spanish  war. 

Their  batteries  of  heavy  cannon  kept  up  an  incessant  fire ) 
their  rockets  illumined  the  air,  and  under  their  cover  two  strong 
columns  threatened  our  flanks.  The  foe  insolently  thought  that 
this  spectacle  was  too  imposing  to  be  resisted,  and  in  the  intoxi- 
cation of  his  pride  he  already  saw  our  lines  abandoned  without  a 
contest — how  were  those  menacing  appearances  met?  By  shouts 
•f  defiance,  by  a  manly  countenance  not  to  be  shaken  by  the  roar 
of  his  cannon,  by  the  glare  of  his  fire  work  rockets;  by  an  artil- 
lery served  with  superior  skill  and.  with  deadly  effect.  Never, 
my  brave  friends,  can  your  general  forget  the  testimonials  of  at- 
tachment to  our  glorious  cause,  of  indignant  hatred  to  our  fo»^ 
«f  affectionate  confidence  in  your  chief,  that  resounded  from  every 
rank  as  he  passed  along  your  tine.  This  animated  and  unexpected 
scene  damped  the  courage  of  the  enemy ;  he  dropped  his  scaling 
ladders  ana  fascines,  and  the  threatened  attack  dwindled  into  a 
demonstration,  which  served  only  to  show  the  emptiness  of  his 
parade,  and  to  inspire  you  with  a  just  confidence  in  yourselves. 

The  new  year  was  ushered  in  with  the  most  tremendous  firs 
his  whole  artillery  could  produce ;  a  few  hours  only,  however, 
were  necessary  for  the  brave  and  skilful  men  who  directed  our 
own,  to  dismount  his  cannon,  destroy  his  batteries,  and  effectively 
silence  his  fire.  Hitherto,  my  brave  friends,  in  the  contests  on 
our  lines,  your  courage  had  been  passive  only;  you  stood  with 
coolness,  a  fire  that  would  have  tried  the  firmness  of  a  veteran, 
and  you  anticipated  a  nearer  contest  with  an  eagerness  which  was 
soon  to  be  gratified. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  the  final  effort  was  made.  At  the  dawn 
af  day  the  batteries  opened,  and  the  columns  advanced.  Knowing 
that  the  volunteers  from  Teimessee  and  the  militia  from  Kentucky 
were  stationed  on  your  left,  it  was  there  they  directed  their  chiM 
attack. 

Reasoning  always  from  false  principles,  they  expected  no  oppO'* 
sition  from  men  whose  officers  even  were  not  in  uniform,  wha 
were  ignorant  of  the  rules  and  dress,  and  who  had  never  been 
taned  into  discipline — ^fatal  mistake  !  a  fire  incessantly  kept  up, 
directed  with  calmness  and  with  unerring  aim,  strewed  the  field 
with  the  bravest  officers  and  men  of  the  column  which  slowly  ad- 
vanced, according  to  the  most  approved  rules  of  European  tac* 
tics,  and  was  cut  down  by  the  untutored  courage  of  Americaa 
militia.  Unable  to  sustain  this  galling  and  unceasing  fire,  somk 
kondrsds  oearest  the  entrenchments,  called  for  quarter,  whick 
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vai  granted;  the  restntrMi^i]g,Mi!«'nItcd  it  some  diittnc^ 
but  only  t«  nake-  tbcm  a  surer  mark  for  the  gr^e  and  caoUter 
•hot-of  our  artiUery,  which,  without  exaggeratioD,  mowed  don 
whole  raoki  at  every  discharge;  and  at  length  they  prvcipitatetj 
ntired  from  the  field. 

Our  rig^t  had  only  a  short  contest  to  mstaiD  with  a  few  laih 
Aen,  who,  fatallr'for  ttteraselves,  forced  their  eatraiwe  into  tkt 
nnSnitihed  redoubt  on  tiie  river.  Thev  were  qnicklj  dispois eased, 
and  (his  glorious  day  tenninated  with  the  foM  to  the  eaoBT  af 
their  commander  in  chief  and  one  major  general  killed.  anMier 
najor  general  wounded,  the  most  experienced  and  braveat  of  their 
facers,  and  more  than  Mm  titnumil  wen,  killed,  wounded  asd 
misaiog ;  while  our  ranks,  my  friends,  were  thinned  only  by  tba 
toss  of  six  of  our  brave  corapaniona  killed,  and  aeveH  dinbledkf 
wounds— 'WORtfer^t  interposition  of  htaveni  unexampled  nol 
>nlA«  history  of  rear! 

Let  m  be  grateful  to  the  God  of  batdes  who  has  diFOded  d* 
arrows  of  inifignadon  against  onr  invaders,  while  he  covered  wilk 
bia  protecting  shield  the  brave  defenders  of  their  country. 

After  this  unsucceaaful  uid  disastrous  attenpt,  their  spirit! 
were  broken,  theirforce  was  destroyed,  and  their  whole  attentiH 
was  employed  in  providing  the  means  of  esc^ie.  Thi^  Aej-taw 
effected,  leaving  their  heavy  artillery  in  our  power,  and  nenf  rf 
their  wounded  to  our  clemency.  The  coneequences  of  tkia  Mt 
but  decisive  campaign,  are  incalculably  important,  'lite  prids  rf 
ear  arrogant  enemy  humbled,  his  forces  broken,  his  leadt  M- 
led,  his  insolent  hopea  of  our  disunion  frsstrated,  hia  iiT[iiHs 
tion  of  rioting  in  our  spoila  and  watting  our  country  rihingiii"in 
to  ignominiouB  defeat, shamefnlflight, and rriuctaatnckneeW^ 
nent  of  the  hnmanity  and  kindness  of  thoae  whom  he  bad  dow- 
•d  to  all  the  horrors  and  humiliation  of  a  conquered  sUte. 

On  the  other  side,  unanimity  established,  diHatfectlon  cratW. 
confidence  restored,  your  country  saved  from  conquest,  yw 
property  from  pillage,  your  wives  and  daugfatcrB  frum  itisuUmi 
violation,  the  union  preserved  from  dismemberment,  and  peih^a 
aperiod  put  by  tliis  decisive  stroke  to  a  bloody  and  »a\age  <■«■ 
These,  my  brave  friends,  are  the  conscqaenaes  of  the  eSbrta  jw 
have  made,  and  the  snccess  with  which  they  have  been  croesU 
by  heaven. 

These  important  results  have  been  effected  by  t)ie  united  em- 
nge  and  perseverance  of  the  amy;  which  llie  different  c*}*, 
as  well  as  the  individuals  that  compose  it,  liav^  vied  witbesdi 
other  in  their  exertions  to  produce.  The  slian'  tliey  have  M- 
pectively  had  will  be  pointed  out  in  the  general  onU-r  &ccompnj- 
Bg  this  address.  But  the  gratitude,  the  adminition  of  tlKr 
countrv,  offera  a  fairer  reward  than  that  which  any  praise  of  tbc 
general  can  bestow,  and  the  best  is  that  of  which  they  can  nticf 
be  deprived,  the  consciousness  of  having  done  their  duty,  aaitf 
neritug  the  ^lavse  they  will  receive. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS. 

READ  QUARTERS,  7th  MILITARY  DISTRICT, 
Ctmp  before  New  Orieaiw,  Adj.  General's  Office,  JariuMjr  31it,'1815. 

4 

Before  the  camp  at  these  memorable  lines  shall  be  broken  up,, 
the  general  thinks  it  a  dutj  to  the  brave  army  which  has  defended 
them,  pablidj  to  notice  the  conduct  of  the  different  corps  which, 
compose  it.  The  behaviour  of  the  reg^ar  troops,  consisting  of 
parts  of  the  Ztk  and  44th  regiments  of  mfantrj,  and  the  corps  of 
marines,  all  commanded  bj  colonel  Ross,  has  been  such  as  to 
merit  his  warm  approbation.  The  7th  regiment  was  led  by  major 
Peyre,  and  the  44th  by  captain  Baker,  in  the  action  of  tne  23d, 
in  a  manner  that  does  those  officers  the  highest  honour.  They 
have  continued  through  the  campaijpi  to  do  their  duty  with  the 
tame  zeal  and  ability  with  which  it  was  commenced.  On  that 
occasion  the  country  lost  a  valuable  officer  in  the  death  of  lieute- 
nant McClellan,  of  the  7th  infancy,  who  fell  while  bravely  lead- 
ing his  company*  Lieutenant  Dupuy,  of  the  44th,  although 
severely  wounded  in  this  action,  returned  in  time  to  take  a  shim 
in  all  the  subsequent  attacks. 

To  the  Tennessee  mounted  gun  men,  to  their  gallant  leader» 
brigadier  seneral  Coffee,  the  general  presents  his  warmest  thanks, 
not  only  lor  their  uniformly  ffood  conduct  in  action,  but  for  the 
wonderful  patience  with  which  they  have  borne  the  fatiffue,  and 
tiie  perseverance  with  which  they  surmounted  the  difficulties  of  a 
most  painful  march,  in  order  to  meet  the  enemy— a  diligence  and 
zeal  to  which  we  probably  owe  the  salvation  of  the  country. 
Ordinary  activity  would  have  brought  them  too  late  to  act  tht 
brilliant  part  they  have  performed  in  the  defeat  ef  our  invaders. 
All  the  officers  of  that  corps  have  distinguished  themselves ;  but 
the  seneral  cannot  avoid  mentioning  the  name  of  lieutenant  colo- 
nel Xauderdale,  who  fell  on  the  night  ef  the  23d,  and  those  of 
colonels  Dyer,  Gibson,  and  Elliott,  who  were  wounded,  but, 
disdaining  personal  considerations,  remained  firm  to  their  duty. 
'  The  cavalry  from  the  Mississippi  territory,  under  tlieir  enter- 
prising leader,  major  Hinds,  was  always  ready  to  perform  every 
service,  which  the  nature  of  the  country  enabled  them  to  execute. 
The  dajring  manner  in  which  they  reconnoitred  the  enemy  on  his 
lines,  excited  the  admiration  of  one  army  and  the  astonishment 
of  the  other. 

Major  general  Carroll,  commanding  the  detachment  of  West 
Tennessee  militia,  has  shown  the  greatest  zeal  for  the  service ;  a 
strict  attention  to  duty,  and  an  ability  and  courage  that  will 
always  recommend  him  to  the  gratitude  of  his  country.  His  troops 
have,  since  the  lines  were  formed,  occupied  and  defended  tne 
weakest  part  of  them,  and  borne,  without  a  murmur,  an  encamp- 
ment on  a  marshy  and  unhealthy  soil.  In  the  memorable  action 
of  the  8th  of  January,  the  chief  effort  of  the  enemy  was  directed 
against  tfatm»  but  their  valor«  and  that  of  the  brave  men  who  sup- 
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portetl  them  (general  CDfTee'a  brigade  mi  tbe  left,  tnd  a  |«ri  cf 

tlie  Kentucky  troops  on  the  right,) ,  soon  m&de  it  clear  that  a 
rampart  of  high-minded  men  is  a  better  defence  than  the  bmI 
regular  fortification- 

General  Adair,  who,  owing  to  th«  indisposition  of  geneial 
Thomas,  brought  up  the  Kentucky  militia,  has  shown  that  troc^ 
will  always  be  valiant  when  their  leaders  are  so.  No  men  enr 
display en  a  more  gallant  spirit  than  they  did  under  that  mast 
valuable  officer.     His  country  is  under  obhgatioaa  to  him. 

The  general  would  be  unEratefal  or  insensible  to  merit  if  be 
did  not  particularly  notice  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  mca 
who  so  bravely  supported,  and  so  slulfully  directed,  hia  artillciy. 
Colonel  McRea,  in  the  action  of  the  ssi,  showed  aa  he  always 
does,  great  conrage.  Lieutenant  Spott«,  under  whose  immedi^ 
direction  our  artillery  had  been  placed,  led  it  to  action  with  i 
daring  courage  worthy  of  admiration.  Captain  Humphreys  cqr- 
manded  the  first  battery  on  our  right.  The  service  is  greatly 
indebted  to  that  officer,  not  only  for  the  able  and  gallant  maBocr 
in  which  he  directed  his  fire,  but  for  the  general  activity  he  da  . 
placed  in  his  department. 

Lieutenant  Xorris,  of  the  navy,  with  Mr.  Walkers  Martui,*Hri 
a  detachment  of  seamen,  was  stationed  at  the  2d  battery,  mi 
lieutenant  Crawley,  with  Mr.  W,  Idvingston,  master's  matt,  vtk 
asimilar  detachment,  were  stationed  at  a  33  pounder,  which  «M' 
remarkably  well  directed.  They  performed  their  duty  vitt  the 
zeal  and  bravery,  which  has  always  characteriz«d  the  navy  «|tl* 
United  States.  Captains  Dominique  and  Belluche,  lately  cMi- 
manding  privateers  at  Barataria,  with  part  of  their  formo  tnm 
and  many  brave  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  were  stationed  alam> 
bers  S  and  4.  The  general  cannot  avoid  giving  liis  warm  appo)- 
bation  of  the  manner  in  which  these  gentlemejt  have  uniformlT 
conducted  themselves  while  under  his  command,  and  of  the  ^> 
lantry  with  which  they  have  redeemed  the  pledge  tliev  gave  it  tbt 
opening  of  the  campaign  to  defend  the  country.  The  brodieff 
Lafitte  have  exhibited  the  same  courage  and  tidelitv,  and  tht 
general  promises  that  the  government  atMll  be  duly  apprised  rf 
uieir  conduct.  Colonel  Perry,  deputy  quarter  niaster  genen^ 
volunteered  his  services  at  number  6.  He  was  ablr  aided  kf 
lieutenant  Kerr,  of  the  artillery.  His  battery  was  well  scraeA  ^ 
bravely  supported,  and  greatly  annoyed  the  enemy.  Niimbent- 
and  9  were  directed  bvlieuteaant  Spotta  with  bis  usual  skill  nJ'* 
bravery,  assisted  by  Mr.  Cheaveau. 

The  general  takes  the  highest  pleasure  in  noticing  the  condact  - 
of  general  Garrique  de  Klaujac,  commanding  one  ot  the  bngads 
of  militia  of  this  state,  and  member  of  the  Senate.  His  brigsdl  ~ 
nut  being  in  the  field,  as  soon  as  the  invasion  was  knono  tie  n< 
paired  to  the  camp  and  offered  himself  aa  a  volunteer  for  At 
service  of  a  piece  of  artillery,  which  he  directed  with  the  sbU 
which  was  te  be  expected  from  an  experienced  artiltn      '°~^~  ~ 
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QiDg  the  exemption  afforded  bj  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  h« 
led  in  this  subordinate  but  honourable  station ;  and  bj  his 
le  as  well  as  his  exertion  has  rendered  essential  services  to 
ntrj.  Mr.  Sebastian  Hiriart,  of  the  same  body,  set  the 
xample,  served  a  considerable  time  in  the  ranks  of  the 
ter  battalion,  and  afterwards  as  adjutant  of  the  colored 
Major  Planche's  battalion  of  volunteers,  though  deprived 
/'aluable  services  of  major  Carmac,  who  commanded  them^ 
ound  which  that  officer  received  in  the  attack  of  the  28tli 
ember,  have  realized  all  the  anticipations  which  the  general 
lued  of  their  conduct.  Major  Planche  and  major  St.  Jame, 
;  corps,  have  distinguished  themselves  by  tlieir  activity, 
ourage,  and  their  zeal ;  and  the  whole  corps  have  gi*eatl  j 
tuted  to  enable  the  general  to  redeem  the  pledge  he  gave, 
it  the  opening  of  the  campaign  he  promised  the  country 
ly  safety,  but  a  splendid  triumph  over  its  insolent  invaders, 
vo  corps  of  colored  volunteers,  have  not  disappointed  the 
that  were  formed  of  their  courage  and  perseverance  in  the 
nance  of  their  duty.  Majors  Lacoste  and  Daquin,  who 
.nded  them,  have  de8er>'ed  well  of  their  country.  Captain 
's  conduct  has  been  noticed  in  the  account  rendered  of  the 
of  the  23d  ;  and  that  officer  has  since  continued  to  merit 
;hest  praise.  Captain  Beale's  company  of  the  city  riflemen 
ttained,  by  its  subsequent  conduct,  the  reputation  it  acquired 
action  of  the  23d.  Colonel  de  la  Ronde,  of  the  Louisiana 
,  has  been  extremely  serviceable  by  his  exertions,  and  has 
great  courage,  and  an  uniform  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
intry.  General  Humbert,  who  offered  his  services  as  a 
?er,  has  continually  exposed  himself  to  the  greatest  dangers, 
is  characteristic  "bravery,  as  has  also  the  Mexican  field 
i  don  Juan  de  Anayer,  who  acted  in  the  same  capacity^ 
^neral  acknowledges  the  important  assistance  he  has  receive 
m  commodore  Patterson,  as  well  by  his  professional  exer- 
s  the  zealous  co-operation  of  his  department  during  the 
course  of  the  campaign.  Captain  Henley,  on  board  the  Ca* 
and  afterwards  in  directing  the  erection  of  several  batte- 
the  Bayou  and  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  was  of  great 
to  the  army.  Lieutenant  Alexis,  of  the  navy,  stationed  in 
iy  arsenal,  was  indefatigable  in  exertions  to  forward  to  the 
ivery  thing  which  could  facilitate  its  operations — his  zeal 
^tivity  deserve  the  notice  of  government    Major  Nicks» 

an  accidental  wound  was  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  com- 
>g  the  7th  regiment  during  tne  campaign,  was  continually 
red  in  the  fort,  and  furnished  the  ammunition  and  the  artiU 
at  was  wanted,  with  the  greatest  activity  and  promptitude. 

volunteers  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  and  to  tlie  militia 
remoter  parts  of  this  state,  who  have  arrived  since  the  de- 
action  ot  the  8th,  tlie  general  tenders  his  thanks,  and  is 
ceil  that  nothing  but  opportunity  was  wanting  to  entitle 
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then  to  the  praises  Hut  have  been  meriteil  hj  the  rest  o(  the  ir- 
my.  Captain  Ogdcn's  troop  of  hone  was  pecuIiarlT  useful  bj  ^r 
local  knowledce.of  the  ground  on  which  the;^  acted ;  and  the  sadt 
detachment  or  the  Attac«paa  dragooos,  stationeil  near  hea^  quar> 
ten,  were  indefatigable  in  performing  all  the  duties  which  dc> 
Tolved  on  them. 

The  general  would  not  do  justice  to  his  staff,  if  he  did  aot 
bestow  deierved  praise  on  the  adjutant  general,  colmtel  Batlv, 
and  his  assistant,  major  Chotard,  for  the  zeat  and  actiritjr  in  the 
important  department  of  service  confided  to  ihem,  andfortbc 
bravery  which  led  them  wherever  danger  or  duty  required  fluir 
presence.  The  vigilance,  courage  and  attention  to  duty  cxfaihited 
during  the  campaini,  by  celonel  Haynes,  and  hin  two  assistanti, 
majors  Davis  and  Hampton,  have  been  appreciated  aa  they  de- 
served to  be  br  their  general, 

"Hie  general's  wda-de-camp,  Thomas  L.  Butlerand  captn 
iohn  Reid,  as  well  as  his  volunteer  aids,  Mesars.  Livingrtn. 
Duncan,  Grymes,  Dupessis,  and  major  Daverac  de  Casten,ik 
judge  advocate,  have  merited  the  thankj  of  the  gener«lbytk 
calm  and  deliberate  courage  they  have  displayed  on  every  oeei- 
■ion,  and  in  every  situation  that  called  it  forth.  The  topognpU- 
calen^neer,  major  Tatum,  exhibited  all  the  ardor  of  voutH  intie 
hour  of  p^ril,  united  to  the  experience  acquired  by  bis  lan^tn- 
vices.  The  chief  engineer,  major  Lacarriere  de  la  Tour,  tat 
been  useful  to  the  army  by  his  talents  and  bravery.  The  umt 
praises  ara  due  to  lus  assistants,  captain  Lewis  Livingston  ai 
Mr.Latrobe.  The  medical  ataflThas  merited  well  of  the  couatij.uid 
Ae  Mneral  would  not  do  justice  to  his  own  feelings,  wenht  to 
withliidd  from  doctor  Ker,  hospital  surgeon,  who  volunteertd  Iv 
•ervicei,  and  doctor  Flood,  the  just  tribute  of  applause  de»ned 
by  them  for  their  medical  skill  sod  personal  bravery.  The  qur- 
ter  master's  department,  though  deprived  of  the  personal  tut- 
tions  of  colonel  Piatt,  who  was  wounded  in  the  night  aciioo  of  ^ 
33d,  performed  well  all  their  duties.  Major  genetal  ^'ilten  ltd 
bri^dier  general  Mor|^n,  have  merited  the  approbatioa  of  if 
generul  by  tlieir  unwearied  attention  since  they  touk  tlie  fieli. .. 

The  lai^e  mortar  was  ably  directed  by  captain  Lefebre  ai 
by  Mr.  Gilbert.  Captain  Blanchard  was  verv  useful  as  an  CBB- 
neer,  and  merits  tlie  general's  praise  for  tne  cetcritv  and  uU 
with  which  he  erected  the  battery  which  now  commaudV  the  hia. 


on  the  ririit  of  the  camp.  Ur.  Busquet  and  Mr.  Ducoin,  ofmijl^ 
8t  Gene's  company,  displayed  great  knowledge  and  deiientjn 
artillerists.  To  the  whole  army,  the  general  presents  the  «•■' 
anceof  his  official  approbation  and  of  his  individual  reganl.  t^ 
splendid  campaign  will  be  conudered  aa  entitling  every  ~'~ 
haa  served  in  it  to  the  salutation  of  bis  brother  in  anns. 
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CAPTURE  OF  THE  FRIOATE  PRESIDENT^ 

II.  B.  M.  SHIP  ENDYMION,  AT  SEA,  Januuy  18th,  1815. 

SIR. 

The  painful  duty  of  detailing  to  you  the  parficalar  cause 
^vhich  preceded  and  led  to  the  capture  of  the  late  United  States* 
t'ri^te  President,  by  a  squadron  of  his  Britannic  majesty's  ships 
(as  per  maipa)  has 'devolved  upon  me*  In  my  communication  of 
the  14th,  I  made  known  to  you  my  intention  of  proceeding  to 
Ma  on  that  evening.  Owing  to  some  mistake  of  tne  pilots,  tl^' 
fhip  in  goine  out  groundeil  on  the  bar,  where  she  continued  ta 
atruLe  heavi^  for  an  hour  and  a  half.  Aldiough  she  had  broken 
several  of  her  rudder-braces,  and  Iiad  received  such  other  material 
injury  as  to  render  her  return  into  port  desirable,  I  was  unable  to 
do  so  from  the  strong  westerly  wina  which  was  then  blowing.  It 
being  now  high  water,  it  became  necessary  to  force  her  over  the 
bar  ^fore  the  tide  fell;  in  this  we  succeeded  by  10  o'clock,  wheh' 
we  shaped  our  courses  alono;  the  shore  of  Long  Island  for  50 
miles,  and  then  steered  soutTi-east  by  east  At  5  o'clock,  three 
9hips  were  discovered  ahead ;  we  immediately  hauled  up  the  sh^ 
ana  parsed  two  miles  to  the  northward  of  them.  At  day  light^ 
we  uncovered  four  ships  in  chase,  one  ou  each  quarter  and  tw^ 
{U(tern,  the  leading  ship  of  the  enemy  a  razee ;  she  commencecl 
a  fire  upon  us,  but  without  effect  At  meridian,  the  wind  became 
light  and  baffling,  we  liad  increased  our  distance  from  the  raz-ee^ 
but  the  next  ship  astern,  which  was  also  a  large  ship,  had  gained 
and  continued  to  gain  upon  us  considerably ;  we  immediately  oc** 
cupied  all  hands  to  lighten  ship,  by  starting  water,  cutting  the  an- 
chors^  throwing  ovcrmuinl  provisions,  cables,  spare  spars,  boats, 
and  every  article  that  coula  be  got  at,  keeping  the  sails  wet  from 
jUie  royals  down.  At  three,  we  had  the  wind  quite  light ;  the  ene- 
my,  who  had  now  been  joined  by  a  brig,  had  a  strong  breeze  and 
vere  coming  up  with  us  rapidly.  The  Eudymion  mounting  50 
guns,  34  pouocfers  on  the  mam  deck,  had  now  approached  us 
mthin  gun  shot,  and  had  commenced  a  fire  with  her  bow  guns, 
m-hich  we  returned  from  our  stern.  At  5  o'clock,  the  had  obtain- 
ed a  position  on  our  starboard  quarter,  within  half  point  blank 
shot,  on  which  neither  our  stem  nor  quarter  guns  would  bear; 
U'e  were  now  steering  east  bjr  north,  the  wind  north-west  I  re- 
mained with  her  in  this  position  for  half  an  hour,  in  the  hope  that 
she  would  close  with  us  on  our  broadside,  in  which  case  I  had 
prepared  my  crew  to  board,  but  from  his  continuing  to  yaw  hie 
ship  to  maintain  his  position,  it  became  evident  that  to  close  was 
his  intention.  Every  fire  now  cut  some  of  our  sails  or  riggins- 
To  have  continueil  our  course  under  these  circumstances,  wouut 
have  been  placing  it  in  his  power  to  cripple  us,  without  being  sub* 
ject  to  injury  Mmself,  and  to  have  hauied  up  more  to  the  north" 
ward  to  bring  our  stem  guns  to  bear,  wouldfhave  exposed  us  to 
Ills  raking  fire.    It  was  now  dU9k,  when  I  determined  to  alter  my 
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course  Bouffa,  for  the  purpose  of  brin^jng  Ike  snemy  ibetai,  iirf 
althoueh  their  ships  uteni,  were  drawing  up  fut,  I  felt  utiifa} 
I  should  be  enibltd  to  throw  him  oat  of  the  comfaM  befomfer 
could  come  up,  and  was  not  withoat  hopes,  if  the  night  pnw 
dark,  (of  which  there  wu  ererr  appesranee)  that  1  might  «0t  kt 
enabled  to  make  my  escape.  Our  opponent  kept  eff  at  (he  ■■« 
instant  we  did,  ana  commenced  at  the  same  time.  WecoaliiiMrf 
mgaged  steering  south  with  steerii^  sails  set  two  hom  airf* 
hvf,  when  we  completely  succeeded  in  dismantling  4ier.  Pre> 
viously  to  her  dropping  entirely  out  of  the  actitHi,  tbera  were  '»- 
temi)  of  minutes,  when  the  ships  were  broadside  and  bia*diid<k 
in  which  she  did  not'  fire  a  gun.  At  this  period  (half  pUtS 
o'clock)  although  dark,  tiie  other  ships  of  the  squadton  wcfeiii 
ught  and  almost  within  gun  ^ot.  We  were  of  course  cflmpelkd 
to  abandon  her.  In  resuming  our  former  course  for  the  pwpw 
of  avoiding  the  squadron,  we  were  compelled  to  present  tv 
stem  to  our  antagonist ;  but  such  was  his  state,  thoagfa  we  «M 
thus  exposed  and  within  ranee  of  his  guns  for  half  an  boir,  tfcit 
he  did  not  avuil  himiielf  of  (his  favourable  oppmrtuni^  of  nkw 
vs.  We  continued  this  coarse  until  11  o'clock,  when  two  m 
ships  of  the  enemy  (the  Pomona  and  Tenedos)  bad  cmc  tp. 
The  Pomona  had  opened  her  fire  on  the  .arboard  bow,  within  wn> 
ket  shot ;  the  other  about  two  cables'  length  astern,  l^i^  a  nkhf 
position  on  our  quarter;  andtiie  rest,  withtheexeeptionoflhsft^' 
dymion,  within  gun  shot.  Thus  situated,  with  abovt  onc>fiMi  ^t^ 
crew  killed  and  wounded,  my  ship  crippled,  and  aniorettn  te 
fold  force  opposed  to  me,  without  a  chance  nf  tmctfm  Mfe  1 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  surrender.  • 

It  is  with  emotions  of  pride  I  bear  testiiMnr  to  the  gsMill^- 
Utd  steadiness  of  every  officer  and  msn  I  had  ttir  honoor  tniMh.  _ 
mand  on  this  occasion,  and  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  fact  «f  itA  J 
beating  a  force  equal  to  themEclTcs,  in  the  presence  and  alBMC 
under  the  guns  of  so  vastly  a  superior  force,  when  too,  it  iraiil- 
most  self-crident,  that  whatever  their  (xertions  might  be,  thw 
must  ultimately  be  captured,  will  be  taken  as  evidence  oi  iifui 
they  would  have  performed,  had  the  force  opposed  totherabenlf 
any  degree  equal. 

It  is  with  extreme  pain  I  have  to  inform  you  thU  lieuteuMB 
Babbit.  Hamilton,  and  Howell,  fell  in  the  action.  Tlieykoi 
left  no  officers  of  superior  merit  bdiind  tliein. 

If,  sir,  the  issue  of  this  affair  had  been  fortunate,  I  ohouMb*^    I 
felt  it  my  doty  to  have  recommended  to  your  attention,  lieife-     I 
nants  Shubrick  and  Gallagher.    I^T  muntaincd  through  thcdij 
the  reputation  tliey  had  acquired  in  former  actions. 

Lieutenant  iViggs,  of  the  marines,  displayed  g^at  zeal  i  la* 
men  were  well  supplied  and  their  fire  incomparable,  so  Im|« 
the  enemy  continued  within  musket  range. 
_  Midshipman  Randolph,  wh«  had  charge  of  (he  forecaide  #^ 
sibn,  managed  it  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 
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.  Frem  Mr.  RoUnton*  who  was  serviiig  as  a  Tolimteery  I  rtceiv- 
aid  Mtential  aid,  particularlj  after  I  was  deprived  of  theservicea 
of  the  master,  and  severe  loss  I  had  sustained  in  my  officers  on 
the  ouarter  deck. 

.  Oi  our  loss  in  killed  and  woundedj  I  am  unable  at  present  to 
gjive  jou  &  correct  statement ;  the  attention  of  the  sargeon  being 
so  entirely  occupied  with  the  wounded,  that  he  was  unaoie  to  make 
out  a  correct  return  when  I  left  the  President,  nor  shall  I  be  able 
to  make  it  until  our  arrival  into  port,  we  having  parted  company 
with  the  squadron  yesterday.  The  enclosed  list,  witii  the  excep- 
tion I  fear  of  its  being  short  of  the  number,  will  be  found  correct. 
For  twenty-four  hours  after  the  action  it  was  nearly  calm,  and 
the  squadron  were  occupied  in  repairing  the  crippled  ships*  Such 
of  tlie  crew  of  the  President  as  were  not  badly  wounded,  were 
put  on  board  the  different  ships ;  myself  and  part  of  my  crew 
were  put  on  board  this  ship.  On  the  irth  we  had  a  gale  from  the 
caatward,  when  this  ship  lost  her  bowsprit,  fore  and  main-mast, 
abd  mizen  top-mast,  all  uf  which  were  badly  wounded,  and  was, 
in.  consequence  of  her  disabled  condition,  obliged  to  throw  over- 
board all  her  upper  deck  guns.  Her  loss  in  kHled  and  wounded, 
nuist  have  been  very  great  I  have  not  been  able  to  aacertain  the 
oxiont.  Ten  were  buried  after  I  came  on  board,  (36  hours  after 
the  action ;)  the  badly  wounded,  such  as  are  obliged  to  keep  Aeir 
GOta,  occupy  the  stanioard  side  of  the  gun  deck  from  die  cabin- 
Iwlk  head  to  the  main-mast.  From  the  cripnled  state  of  the  Pre- 
aident's  spars,  I  feel  satisfied  she  could  not  have  saved  her  masts, 
and  I  feel  serious  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  our  wounded 
left  on  board. 

It  is  due  to  captain  Hope  to  state,  that  every  attention  has  been 
mid  \r^  him  to  myself  ana  officers  that  have  been  placed  on  board 
his  ship,  that  delicacy  and  humanity  could  dictate. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

Han.  B.  W.  CrowninthieU, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

'  The  correct  account  of  the  loss  on  board  the  President  as  af- 
terwards ascertained,  was  £5  killed,  and  60  wounded. 

This  vessel  havine  been  taken  to  Bermuda,  was  there  repaired 
and  sent  to  Englana. 


LOSS  OF  FORT  BOWYER. 

MOBILE,  February  17th.  1815. 

SIR,       .. 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you  the  very  unplear 
sant  news  of  tiie  loss  of  fort  Bowyer.  It  was  closely  invested  by 
and,  as  well  as  water,  on  the  8th  instant  On  the  10th  and  lltb/l 
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passed  a  det&chm'entOTcrtiiebaT'widi  kTiewtn^TCrt  Uiccimibt 
from  hia  object ;  bvt  it  arrired  abcmt  84  iu»n  too  l^te,  Aaagi 
tine  anoun  to  captare one «r  theenemj'abai^geawitii  aeTentMa 
seamen,  who  say  trie  garrison  capitulated  on  the  Ijth;  that  tbe 
be^ jers  had  advanud  Ihcir  works  on  the  Und  aide  to  withia 
cfcrtain  muakst  shot  of  the  parapota  of  the  fort ;  that  the  Ion 
in  killed  on  eithor  ude  is  inconaiderabla.  1  am  id  posMsaioa  vt 
m  other  account  but  thatwUch  cornea  fcuA  the  prisonera.  Abott 
SO  of  the  cneiBT^B  vcMela,  beaidea  boats  aod  urge*,  are  bj- 
iiw  within  tiietnrand  above  Mobile  Point,  and  seTeral  iliipi 
oT  the  tine  oa  the  aouth  and  weat  of  Danphia  Island,  lie 
wind  is  tair,  and  1  expect  the  honour  of  leeing  them  here  evnj 
night ;  if  I  do,  I  have  great  conSdence  my  next  will  be  on  a  mm 
pteaaant  sabgect 

I  hire  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

i.  Vl'lNCHESTBB. 

Brigadier  Qmtni. 
Hm.  SecKtaiy  of  Wit. 

P.  8.  Tho  garrison  consisted  of  about  SGO  men,  incluidi 
officers,  .lliree  small  schooners  in  which  the  detachment  m 
transported  over  the  bay,  were  captured  bj  the  eaemj's  tMip> 
after  the  troops  had  landed. 

J.  W. 

POBT  BOWYE^  Fi:bruu7  12th,  ISli.  1 

SIR, 

[mperious  neceuit;  has  compelled  nke  to  enter 

of  capitQlation  with  major  enieral  Lambert,  commanding  Ut 
Britannic  majesty's  forces  in  Tront  of  fort  Bowjer,  a  c«^y  of  whitk 
I  forward  you  for  the  purpose  of  ei^ting  an  immediate  exchsap 
of  prisoners.  Nothing  ^t  the  want  of  provisions,  and  Si  '" 
n^elf  completely  sarroundod  by  thousands ;  batteries  er 
on  the  sand,  mounds  which  completely  commanded  the  foi 

the  enemy  having  advanced,  by  regular  approaches,  withii 

yanls  of  the  ditches,  and  the  utter  impossibility  of  getting  i 
assistance  or  supplies,  would  have  induced  me  to  adopt  Uii»  osr 
sure.  Feeling  confident,  and  it  being  tha  unanimous  opinnntf 
the  officers,  that  we  could  not  retain  me  post;  and  that  the  tinsif 
many  valuable  officer*  and  soldiers  would  have  been  uselessly  ti- 
crificed,  I  thought  it  moat  desir^le  to  adopt  tltis  plan.  AMI 
and  correct  statement  wilt  be  furnished  yon  as  early  as  piiiiMi 
Captain  Chamberlain,  who  bear*  thisto  &  l.ivingatoa. eaoMa. 
will  mate  to  him  every  particalar,  which  vrill  I  hope  ^ 
factory; 

I  am,  with  reapect^l 
W.  LAiW 


hapeto.4liL 


ARTICLES  OP  CAPITULATJON     . 

AgjreeSt  ugon  between  lieutenant  colonel  l4kwrence  and  migor 
Mn'erat  tiambert»  for  the  ftnrrendcr  of  fort  Bovyer»  an  the  Mo- 
bile ^diht,  lidi  of  Vfbnttarji  1815. 

'  1*  'ThsM  the  fort  shall  be  surr^nderod  to]  the  armi  of  Us  Bri* 
^nnic  majesty  in  its  existing  state  as  to  the  works,  ordnance, 
4mniiim6oh/and  every  species  of  military  stores. 

%  ^Hmt  the  nrraon  shall  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war^ 
the  troops  marching  out  vrith  their  colors  flying  and  drums  beat- 
fi^ancT  ground  their  arms  on  the  slacis-— the  officers  retaining 
thdr  swords,  and  the  whole  to  emban  in  such  ships  as  tiie  British 
iaval  commander  in  chief  shall  a|q>oint. 

3.  AH  private  property  to  be  respected. 

4.  That  a  communication  shall  be  made  immediately  of  the 
same  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  7th  military  distnct  of  the 
United  States,  and  every  endeavour  made  to  effect  an  early  ex- 
change of  prisoners. 

5.  xhat  the  garrison  of  the  United  States  remain  in  the  fort 
Until^  1£  o'clock  to-morrow^  a  British  guard  being  put  in  posses- 
jsion  of  the  inner  gate  at  3  o'clock  to-day,  and  the  British  flag  be 
hoisted  at  the  same  time ;  an  officer  of  each  service  remaining  at 
the  head  quarters  of  each  commander  until  the  fulfilment  of  these 
julicles.  . 

H.  G.  SMITH,  major  and  military  secretary. 

Agreed  on  the  part  of  the  royal  navy. 

T.  H.  RICKETS,  coptotn  H.M.ship  Vengent. 

R.  CH AM BEKLAIN,  2d  re^.  U.  8.  infantry. 
W.  LAWRBNCF,  U.  coL  9d  infanh^y  eomdg. 

ArrtovED, 

ALEXANDER  COCHRANE, 
Ctmmander  in  thi^of  hiemajesty^s  shipping. 
JOHN  LAMBERT,  maj.  gen.  comdg . 

A  true  copy — ^Test 

JOHN  REID,  aid'de-camp. 


CAFTURE  OF  THE  ARGUS. 

NORFOLK,  Much  3d,  1815. 

aiR* 

CiroamBtances  during  ay  residence  in  England,  having  here- 
tofore prevented  my  attention  to  the  painful  duty  which  devolved 
•on  me  -by  the  death  of  my  gallant  commander,  captain  Willian  H. 
Allen,  of  the  late  United  States'  brig  Argus,  I  have  now  the  honour 
to  state  for  your  information,  that,  having  landed  the  minister 
plentpotentiary  (Mr.  Crawford)  and  suit,  atLHIrient,  we  proceed- 
ed on  die  cruize  which  had  been  directdl  by  the  department,  and 


al^r  capturing  30  reiiitcls  (a  list  of  the  names  md  otiier  partici;lin 
ofwhicb  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose)  beingin  latitude  52  15turtk, 
longitudes  50west,  ont)iel4th  Augnst,  ISlS.we  discorend  at4 
o'clock  A.  H.  a  )ar^  brig  of  war,  standing  down  noder  a  press  of 
wil  upon  our  weather  quarter,  the  wind  beinj;  at  south,  and  the 
Argus  close  hauled  on  tne  starboard  tack,  we  immediatelj' prepar- 
ed to  receive  tier ;  and  at  4  30.  being  unable  to  get  the  weather 
gage,  we  shortened  sail  and  gave  her  an  opportunity  of  closing. 
At  6,  the  brig  having  displaved  Enclish  colours,  we  hoisted  oor 
flag,  wore  round,  and  gave  her  the  larboard  broadside  fbeiagit 
this  time  within  grape  distance,)  which^'was  returned,  and  the  ac- 
tion commenced  wittiin  the  range  of  mosketty.  At  6  -1,  captiii 
Allen  was  wouaded,  and  the  enemy  shot  away  our  main  bracts, 
main  spring  stay,  gaff,  and'trisail  mast.  At  6  8,  captain  AUto, 
being  much  exhausted  by  the  loss  of  blood,  was  taken  below.  At  6 
13,  lust  our  spritaail  yard,  and  the  principal  part  of  the  staoding 
ci^ng  on  the  larboard  side  of  the  foremast.  At  this  time,  I  n- 
ceivL-cTa  wound  on  the  head  from  a  grape-shot,  which,  for  a  tine, 
rendered  me  incapable  of  attending  to  outy,  and  was  carried  be- 
low, I  had,  however,  thaoatiifaction  of  recullecting  on  my  n» 
very,  that  nothing  which  the  most  eallant  exertioDB  could'eSK^ 
would  be  left  nniTone  by  lieutenant  William  H.  Allen,  junior,  idw 
succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  deck.  Lieutenant  Alien  reporti^ 
at  6  14,  the  enemy,  beine  on  our  weather  quarter,  edged  «rfcr 
the  purpose  of  eetting  under  our  stem ;  but  the  Arena  luffed  cine 
to,  will)  the  niaintopsuil  aback,  arul  giving  him  a  raking  broxfaide, 
fmstrated  his  attempt.  At  6  18,  the  enemy  shot  away  ovrfn- 
venter,  mainbracei,  and  maiiitopsail  tye;  and  the  Ai^s  ktnig 
lost  the  use  of  her  after  sails,  fell  off'before  the  win^  when  4k 
enemy  succeeded  in  parsing  our  stem,  and  ranged  up  on  the  itir  ' 
board  side.  At  C  25,  the  wheel  ropes  and  rigging  of  ertry  jii"' 
criptiou  being  shot  away,  tlie  Arga*  became  unmanageableraii'' 
the  eiiemv,  nut  having  susLiine<ranr  apparent  damagei  lUd  {!'' 
compl^tofy  in  liis  power  to  choose  a'pnsition,  continued  to  pt^'' 
upuu  our  starboard  quarter,  occaxionally  shifitng  hla  aituatuB 
until  C  SO,  when  I  returned  to  the  deck ;  the  enemy  being  Dndet" 
our  iitern,  within  pistol  shot,  where  he  continued  td  rukc  us  uatil 
6  58,  when  we  prcpai'ed  to  board,  but  in  consequence  of  our 
tered  coiiilition,  wcrr  unable  to  effect  it.  The  enemv  then 
our  broudsidr,  and  tuok  a  jiosition  on  our  starboard'  bow. 
this  time  until  6  47,  we  were  exposed  to  a  crtM»  or  raki^i 
without  beini;  able  tu  oppose  but  little  more  tlian  mu^kelsyM 
broadside  uf  tlie  enemy,  our  guns  being  much  disabLvd  uoA  ttH 
broDgLt  t(>  bear. 

The Ai'guit,liavin)i[nowsufferedinuchinhull  and  „ 
in  killed  and  wounded,  among  the  former  of  whom  (< 
oar  gallant  captain,^  we  have  to  lament  the  loeft  of  two  . 

young  officern  tn  midshipmen  Delphy  and  Edwuit»$ 

exposed  tu  a  galling  fire,  which,  from  the  enemy's  abili^ 
age  his  vessel,  we  could  not  avoid,  1  deemed  it  ur 
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snder,  and  was  taken  possession  of  by  his  Britannic  majesty's 
oop  Pelican,  of  twenty -one  carriage  guns»  viZi :  sixteen  32  pound 
irronades,  four  long  sixes,  and  one  12  pound  carronade.  I  bope 
lis  measure  will  meet  your  approbation,  and  that  die  result  of 
lis  action,  when  the  superior  size  and  metal  of  our  opponent,  and 
le  fati^e  which  the  crew,  &f .  of  the  Argus  underwent,  from  a: 
try  rapid  succession  of  captures,  is  considered,  will  not  be  thought 
Aworuiy  the  flag  under  wnich  we  serve* 
I. have  the  honour  to  inclose  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  and 
el  great  satisfaction  in  reporting  the  general  good  conduct  of  the 
en  and  officers  engaged  on  this  occasion,  and  particularly  the 
^  and  activity  displayed  by  lieutenant  Allen,  who,  you^  will 
»serve,  for  a  time  commanded  on  deck. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W.  H.  WATSON, 
Late  first  Lt.  17.  &,  brig  JtrguSm 
Dn.  B.  W.  Crowninshielcl,  Ike. 

iulkd,  6— died  of  their  woundB^  5— wounded,  13^ 

NEW  OBLEANS,  Mazch  irth,  1815. 

Inclosed  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  for  your  information  a 
rpy  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones,  givinii;  a 
stalled  account  of  the  action  between  the  gun  vessels  under  his. 
»mmand  and  a  flotilla  of  the  enemy's  launches  and  barges,  on  the 
1th  December,  1814,  which,  after  a  most  gidlant  resistance,  ter- 
inated  as  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  17th  December,  in  the  capture 
'  our  squadron. 

The  courage  and  skill  which  was  displayed  in  the  defence  of  the 
in -vessels  and  tender,  for  such  a  length  of  time,  against  such  aa 
'erwhelming  force  as  they  had  to  contend  with,  reflects  additional 
lendour  on  our  naval  glory ;  and  will,  I  trust,  diminish  the  regret 
casioned  by  their  loss. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

DANIEL  T.  PATTBRSON. 

m,  B.  W.  Crowniiuhield, 

Secretwy  of  the  Navy, 

NEW  OKLEANS,  lUn:h  12th,  1815. 

Having  sufficiently  recovered  my  strength,  I  do  myself  the 
nour  of  reporting  to  you  the  particulars  of  the  capture  of  tha 
vision  of  United  States'  gun-boats,  late  under  my  command. 
On  the  12th  December,  1814,  the  enemy's  fleet  off^iip  Island 
d  increased  to  such  a  force  as  to  render  it  no  longer  safe  or 
udent  for  me  to  ^continue  in  that  part  of  the  lake  with  the  small 
rce  which  I  commanded.  I  therefore  determined  to  fjain  a  station 
ar  the  Malhereux  Islands  as  soon  as  possible,  which  situation 
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would  better  enable  me  to  oppose  a  further  penetration  of  the  ene- 
my  up  the  lakes,  and  at  the  same  time  aflbrd  me  an  opportauity  of 
retreating  to  the  Petite  Coquilles  if  necessary. 

At  10  A.  M.  on  the  13th,  I  discovered  a  large  flotilla  of  bar»ti 
had  left  the  fleet,  (shaping  their  course  towards  the  Pass  Christian) 
M'hich  I  supposed  to  be  a  disembarkation  of  treops  intending  to 
land  at  that  place.    About  2  P.  M.  the  enemy's  flotilla  haTin; 
gained  the  Pass  Christian,  and  continuing  their  coarse  to  the 
westward,  convinced  me  tliat  an  attack  on  the  gun  boats  was  Arir 
design.    At  this  time  the  water  in  the  lakes  was   uncommoDlj 
low,  owing  to  the  westerly  wind  which  had  prevailed  for  a  number 
of  days  previous,  and  which  still  continuedf  from  the  same  quv- 
lor.    i^os.  15G,  16^3,  and  163,  although  in  tlie  best  channel,  were 
in  12  or  18  inches  less  water  than  their  draught.    Every  effort 
was  made  to  get  them  afloat  by  throwing  overboard  all  theartides 
•jf  weight  that  could  be  dispensed  with.    At  S  SO,  the  flood  tide 
had  commenced ;  got  under  weigh  makine  the   beat  of  my  w 
towards  the  Petite  Conuille.    At  3  45,  the  enemy  despatched 
three  boats  to  cut  out  the  schooner  Sea-Horse,  wliich  had  bees 
sent  into  the  bay  St.  Louis  that  morning  to  assist  in  the  remoni 
of*  the  public  stores,  which  I  had  preWously  ordered.     There  find- 
ing a  removal  impracticable,  I  ordered  preparations  to  bemid« 
for  their  destruction,  lest  they  should  fall  into  the  cnemy'^  handi. 
A  few  discharges  of  grape  shot  from  the  8ea-Hor9e  compelled Ae 
three  boats,  which  had  attacked  her,  to  retire  out  of  the  reack  if 
her  guns,  until  they^were  joined  by  four  others,  when  the  attack 
was  recommenced  hy  the  seven  boats.    Mr.  Johnsou  havii^di^ 
lien  an  advantageous  position  near  the  two  6  pounders  moantcd  <m 
the  baitk,  maintained  a  sharp  action  for  near  SO  minutes,  wImii 
the  enemy  hauled  ofl;  having  one  boat  apparently  muck  iiqired« 
and  with  the  lo-^s  of  several  men  killed  and  wounded.    At  7  98^ 
an  explosiun  at  the  bay,  and  soon  after  a  lar^e  fire,  induced  me  1i 
believe  the  Sea-Horse  was  blown  up  and  we  public  store  hoiK 
bet  on  lire,  \%  hicli  lias  proved  to  be  the  fact. 

About  I  A.  M.  on  tlie  14th,  the  wind  having  entirely  dM 
a^ay,  and  our  vessels^  become  unmanageable,  came  to 
the  west  end  of  MalliercuK  Inland's  passage.  At  daylij^t 
morning,  still  a  prfect  calm,  the  enemy's  flotilla  w*as  aboat 
miles  fioin  us  at  anrlirir,  but  soon  «;ot  in  motion  and  Vi|i'| 
advanced  tow ai ds  us.  The  w ant  of  wind,  and  the  sfroug  akbiw 
Hhich  was  setting  tlirous:h  the  Pass,  left  me  but  one  ailoniipil 
wliich  w.i&  to  put  inv  \esseU  in  the  must  advantageous  povtaib 
U)  give  the  euemv  at^  warm  a  reception  as  possible.  The  coou 
ders  were  all  called  on  buaidanu  made  acquainted  with  my  ii 


tions,  and  the  position  which  each  vessel  was  to  take,  llie  wMtM 
form  a  clo^e  line  abreast  across  tlie  channel,  anchored  by  tStfiX 
with  springs  on  the  cables,  ^c.  (^c.    Thus  we  remained 
awaiting  an  attack  from  the  ad\ancin^  foe,  whose  focce  I 
clearly  distinguished  to  be  composed  ot/orf^-firo  hemvy ' 


469 

uifciia'tttmis,  Witt  tfaree  li^t^gs,  manned  with  upwards  of 
tone  UMUMndinen and  officers.  Abwt 9 30',  the  Alljntor  (t«nder) 
which  Hoa  to  iJie  Muihwuxd  and  eastward,  aqd  eiqaeaToiiriDg  to 
join  tha  divisicu,  was  captured  by.sereral  of  the  etKm;*B  baiges. 
when  the  whole  flotilla  came  to  with  their  gnpplea,  a  little  oat 
cr  reach  of  our  shot,  appareBtly  nuking  arrangements  for  tiie  at- 
tack.  At  10  39,  the  enemjr  weighed,  Torming  a  line  abreast  ia 
ppeo  order,  and  jteering  direct  tor  our  line,  which  was  unlortD- 
natelj  in  some  degree  broken  by  the  force  of  the  current,  driving 
numbers  136  and  163  about  one  hundred  yards  in  advance.  At 
■OOD  as  the  eoemy  came  within  reach  of  our  shot,  a  deliberate  fire 
fnm  ouc  long  gqna  was  opened  upon  him,  but  without  much  ef- 
fecC  the  otgects  being  of  so  small  a  size.  At  10  minutes  befbr* 
llf  the  enemy  opened  a  (ire  from  the  whole  of  his  line,  when  the 
actioabecajBe  general  and  destructive  on  both  sides.  At  11  49,tlw 
advanced  boats  of  the  enemy,  tArec  in  number,  attempted  to  board 
No.  156,  but  were  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  nearly  every  officer 
Ulled  or  wounded,  and  two  boats  sunk.  A  second  attempt  ta 
bp^rd  was  then  made  by /our  other  boats,  which  shared  almost  m 
nmilar  fate.  At  this  moment  t  received  a  severe  wound  in  my 
left  Mulder,  which  compelled  me  to  quit  the  deck,  leaving  it  ia 
chu^e  of  Hr.  George  Parker,  master's  mate,  who  gallant^  de- 
lutdtid  the  vessel  until  he  was  severely  wounded,  wlen  the  ene- 
vyi  ]fj  his  superior  numbers,  succeeded  in  gaining  possession  of 
the  deck,  about  10  minutes  past  12  o'clocL  The  enemy  imme- 
diately turned  the  guns  of  his  prize  on  our  other  gun-boats,  and 
fired  several  shotpreinoua  to  striking  Ae  American  colours.  The 
action  continued  with  unabated  severity,  until  40  minutes  past  IS 
9'clock,  when  it  terminated  with  the  surrender  of  No.  83,  all  the 
ether  vessels  having  previoualy  fallen  into  the  hands  of  die  ene- 
my. 

la  titia  unequal  contest*  our  tost  in  killed  and  wounded  has 
been  trifling,  compared  to  that  of  the  enemy,  which  amounts  to 
neatly  four  nundred. 

Enclosed  you  will  receivealist  ofthe  killed  and  wounded,  and 
a  correct  statement  of  the  force  which  1  had  the  honour  to  com- 
■land  at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  together  with  an  esti- 
»ite  of  the  force  I  had  to  contend  against,  as  acknowledged  by 
the  eoemy,  which  wilt  enable  you  to  decide  how  far  the  honour 
«f  OUT  conntry't  flag  has  been  supported  in  this  conflict. 
With  much  respect,  &.c. 
THOUAS  AP  CATESBT  JONES. 

Litut,  Cm.  U.  S.  jyitey- 
Gapt.  Ouiel  T.  Pitttnon,  conumnding. 
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i  of  ^^fk^vtfitn*  of  »  division  of  fA«  I^ttnl  SWm* 
gitn-boaU,  uttdfr  the  conmoTia  of  tifiitmant  commanding  Tko- 
Mflj  Jo  Catting  Janet,  *t  the  cmnmfnefmfnt  of  the  action,  tM 
kJloiiUa  of  EtigliA  tmata,tm  the  14th  of  Pecemhfr,  1814. 

Ovn-IWBt,  No.  5,  S  fan*,  Sfi  wtm ,  uiling  muter  Jabn  D.  Fonii  f 
fun-bwt,  No.  156,  5  KUDi,  41  ■)«»,  lieBtettftntconinwadtBt  T.  A. 
C.  Jonea  *>  gmi-baat.  No.  168.  5  fftoM,  35  meo.  liattcaant  Aobert 
Spccdtn ;  nn-boat,  No.  163,  S  guni,  31  meD.  Miliog  smMbi 
G«orge  Ulnck^ToUl,  23  nu.  188  ^o. 

K.  B.  The  Khnoner  Sea  Hwse  hul  «ne  6  pooadcr  snd  14  mtii, 
nUmc  mSBter  >Vtlliasi  Johnson,  coaMnaaaer;  aoiu  kilM  «r 
wounded. 

The  rioop  Alligator  (tender)  hid  one  4  pounder  and  ^^it  wia, 
HdliiE  master  Sichard  S>  8heppant|  coauninder. 

THOMAS  AP  CATIWBT  iONBS, 

Li€»t.  Cm.  C.  a.  AWtf 

nt/Moanvg  u  a  comet  gtatrment  of  the  9nti^firrte$  wtM 
toen  ntgaged  in  the  capture  of  the  late  Vnited  St^irtf  tmwMf, 
AW.  S3, 156,  5,  162  and  l63.  near  Mdhtnvs  iatattii,  Ur 
Borgju,  14tA  Btetm^KT,  lBt4. 

Vortjr  UuDckeB  and  batgea,  moaDttof  one  cacroBade  nd^ef 
Ifi,  19,  and  34  calikra. 

One  launch,  moantii^  one  long  brass  18  poaader. 

One    d«.  do.  do.        do.       9      do. 

Utree  nga,  with  small  ama  only. 
Tatd  Bunber  of  boata,        -        ■        •        .         -     -M 
dn.        do.         caution,        -        -        -         .        ^'  M 
'  IVaboveflotTllawas  wanned  with  laoonen  aiwioSe«a,GM- 
Bianded  b^  captain  Lockyer,  who  received  thi^e  sf  ver^  woud*     i 
in  the  action.    The  «uei»j,  u  auial,  u^ll  nut  nckooivlei^rkn 
loasoB.lhiBoocanvn,  in  boatu  or  men  t  bat  from  tlin  nature  of  dv 
action,  and  ti)e  observationg  made  by  our  oflicei-i>  wliile  pnioMn 
inthev  fleet,  hislouin  luited  msd  wounded  auy  be  jiutlictt 
mated  ta  exceed  three  hiuidrad,  amoni;  wboai  ai-e  .-ui  aaauil 
pnporlMD  ttf  officera. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  PENGULV, 

I 

SIR, 


U.  S.  SJLOOP  HORNET,  OIT  TBISTAK  D'AflXH.*. 


I  hare  the  honour  to  inform  you,  tiiatontiie  raoraiiir  dTfla 
8Sd  ioRtant,  at  half  pant  ten,  when  abont  to  anrhar,  olTwlm 
end  of  the  island  of  Tristan  d'Acunha,  a  sai]  w.is  sh«  M» 
amthwanl  and  eastward,  steenne  to  the  westwani ,  ih^  n^nd  fM 
from  theS.  S.  W.  In  a  few  minntea  she  had  |.a*ned  otalB  fc 
«e»tward,M  that  we  could  not  aee  her  for  the  land.    ~  ~       ^ 


.°i*j-gy 


4bi 

■  ■  ■  , 

at^ly  made  sail  for  the  westward,  and  aliortW  after  getting  in  %k^t 
of  her  ^^in.  perceived  her  to  bear  up  before  the  Mrind.  I  hove 
to  for  him  to  come  down  to  us.  \Vhea  she  had  approached 
near;  I  filled  the  maintopsail,  and  continued  to  yaw  the  shiy^ 
while  she  continued  to  come  down»  wearing  occasionally  to  pre- 
vent her  passinc  under  our  stern.    At  1  40  P.  M.  being  within 

'  nearly  musket  snot  distance,  she  liauled  her  wind  on  the  starboard 
4ackk  hoisted  English  colours  and  fired  a  gun.  We  immediately 
luffed  to,  hoisted  our  ensign  and  gave  the  enemy  a  broadside. 
The  action  being  thus  commenced,  a  quick  and  w^l  directed  fir« 
was  kept  up  from  this  ship,  the  enemy  gradually  driving  near  Jto 
us,  when  at  1  65  minutes  he  bore  up  apparently  to  run  us  on  )>Qard. 
'  At  soon  as  I  perceived  he  would  certainly  fall  on  board*  I  called 
the  boarders,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  repel  any  attempt  to  board. \^8. 
At  tiuB  instant  every  officer  ana  man  repaired  to  the  quarter  deck, 
where  the  two  vessels  were  coming  in  contact,  and  eagerly  pressed 
nie  to  permit  them  to  board  the  enemy ;  but  this  I  would  not  per- 
niit»  as  it  was  evident,  from  the  commencement  of  the  action, 
that  our  fire  was  greatly  superior  both  in  quickness  and  in  effect. 
The  enemy's  bowsprit  came  in  between  our  main  and  mizen  rig- 
ging on  our  starboard  side,  affording  him  an  opportunity  to  board 

-•  'Ui»  it  such  was  his  design^  but  no  attempt  was  made.  There  was 
a  considerable  swell  on,  and  as  the  sea  lifted  us  ahead,  the  ene- 
my^s  boom  carried  away  our  mizen  shrouds,  stern  davits  and 
spanker  boom,  and  he  hung  upon  our  larboard  quarter.  At  this 
moment  an  officer,  who  was  afterwards  recognized  to  be  Mr. 
McDonald,  the  first  lieutenant,  and  the  then  commandin|{  officer, 
called  out  that  they  had  surrendered.  I  directed  the  marines  and 
.rousketiT  men  to  cease  firing,  and,  while  on  the  taflrail  asking  if 
they  had  surrendered,  I  received  a  wound  in  the  neck.  The  ene- 
my iust  then  got  clear  of  us,  and  his  fore -mast  and  bowsprit  be- 
ins;  both  gone,  and  perceiving  us  wearing  to  give  a  fresh  broad- 
•iue,  he  Sffain  called  out  that  he  had  surrendered.  It  was  with 
difficulty  f  could  restrain  my  crew  from  firing  into  him  again«  as 
he  had  certainly  fired  into  us  after  having  surrendered.  From 
the  firing  of  the  first  gun,  to  the  last  time  the  enemy  cried  out  he 
had  surrendered,  was  exactly  22  minutes  by  the  watch.  She 
proved  to  be  his  Britannic  majesty ^s  brig  Penguin,  mounting  six 
32  pound  carronades,  two  long  12'8,  a  twelve  pound  carronacfe  on 
the  top-^allant  fore-castle,  with  swivels  on  the  capstem  in  the 
tops.  Sue  had  a  spare  port  forward,  so  as  to  fight  both  her 
long  guns  of  aside.  She  sailed  fn>m  England  in  September  last. 
6he  was  shorter  upon  deck  tliau  this  ship,  by  two  feet,  but  she  had 
a  greater  length  of  keel,  greater  breudtli  of  beam,  thicker  sides, 
and  higher  bulwarks  than  Siis  sliip,  and  was  in  all  respects  a  re- 
markably fine  vessel  of  her  class.    The  enemy  acknowledge  a 

.  complement  of  132,  12  of  tliem  supernumerary  marines  from  the 

Jl^wsj^r  74^  received  on  board  in  consequence,  of  thei^.  bein^or- 
ered  to  cruixi  for  the  American  privateer  Young  Wasp.    Tbe^ 


«ckDOwI«l|;e,  klso,  a  Ion  of  14  killed  indSS  wmndedt.lmt  Hr. 
Mayo,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  prize,  aassrea  me  tiut  the  nvi^tr  - 
of  kilted  vas  certainlj  greater.  Ainong  the  killed  is  caplm 
Dlckenton,  who  fell  at  the  close  of  the  achon,  and  the  tiintswnat 
amon^  tb«  wounded,  is  the  second  Itenteaant,  purser,  ndtm- 
midshipmen.  Each  of  the  niidstiipinen  lost  a  \eg.  We  receind . 
on  boardt  in  all,  118  priionera.  four  of  whom  have  since  died  if 
theirwounds.  Having  ramored  the  prisoners,  and  taken  on  bnud 
such  provisions  and  stares  as  wonid  m  useful  to  as.  I  scattled  tke 
Penguin  this  mominij,  before  daj-light,  and  she  went  down.  As 
phe  was  completely  nddled  bj  our  shot,  her  funemast  and  Imw< 
sprit  both  gone,  and  her  msin-mast  so  crippled  aa  to  be  inc^ohle 
of  being  secured,  it  seemed  unadvisable,  at  this  distance  fna 
home,  to  attempt  sending  her  to  the  United  States. 

This  ship  did  not  receive  a  single  round  shot  in  her  hull,  imt 
any  material  wound  in  her  spars ;  the  rigging  and  saila  were  vm 
much  cut ;  but  having  bent  a  new  suit  of  sails  and  knotted  bh 
secured  our  rigging,  we  are  now  completely  ready,  in  al!  rvspecb^ 
for  any  service.  We  were  eight  men  short  of  complementi  tod 
had  nine  upon  the  sick  list  the  morning  of  the  action. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded.  I  lament  to  state 
that  lieutenant  Cunser  is  wouoded  dsngerously.  I  feel  great  ssr 
licitude  on  his  account,  as  he  is  sn  officer  of  much  pntmuei  sad 
his  loss  would  be  a  serious  loss  to  the  service. 

It  is  a  most  pleasing  part  of  my  duty  to  acquaint  r<m,  that  the 
conduct  of  lieutenants  Conner  and  Newton,  Mr.  Mayo,  activ 
iieetenant  Brownlow,  of  tlie  marines,  sailing  master  BonuHf.Mi- 
the  odier  officers,  aesmen  and  marines  I  have  the  hoBowtsssm- 
mand,  was  in  the  highest  degree  creditable  to  them,  and  oilbfcr- 
my  warmest  recommendation.  I  cannot,  indeed,  do  jtuliflelS'' 
dieir  merits.    The  satisfaction  which  was  diStiscd  t^~ — ' — '  ^"" 


ship  when  it  was  ascertained  that  the  stranger  was  an«iriMVi' 
sloop  of  war,  and  the  alacrity  with  whidi  every  nn«  repairvd  I* 
quarters,  fully  assured  me  that  their  conduct  in  the  action  mnM- 
be  narked  with  coolness  and  intrepidity. 

I  have  the  henour  to  be,  &c.    : 
J.  BIODU. 
IIoo.  SeettHmrj  of  the  Nmvy, 

The  loss  on  board  (he  Hornet,  was  one  killed  and  1 1  Koundti 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  CYANE  AND  LEVANT,  ,. 7, 

V.  S.  PMGATE  CONaTITUnOH,  Mjij- i  WB*- 

8IR.  --W 

On  Aft  SOth  of  February  last,  the  island  of  Madeira  bearist 
about  west  south-west,  distant  60  leagues,  we  Teli  in  with  bis  Bft- 
tsnmc  majesty's  two  ships  of  war,  the  Cyanc  and  l<e«a]it}  asd 
brought  them  to  action  about  6  o'clock'  in  the  eveniBg,  MlHi 
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on* 


^hieh,  after 71  Bpintsd  fengasement  of  40  miHutefl^  surreiMlered  to 
the  ship  under  my  commaTid*  »  .v'. 

Considering  the  advantages  derived  bj  the  ei)en^»  from  a  di-t 
Tided  and  niore  active  force,  as  also  their  superiority  m  the  weia^tir? 
and  number  of  guns,  I  deem  the  speedy  and  decisive  result  of  uiis'  * 
action  the  strongest  assurance  wnich  can  be  given  to  the  goveriH  ^ 
ment,  tiiat  all  under  my  command  did  their  duty,  and  gdlantly  : 
suoDorted  the  reputation  of  American  seamen. 

Enclosed  you  wtU  receive  the  minutes  of  theaction^  and  a  list  ^ 
of  the  killeci  and  wounded  on  board  this  ship ;  also  enclosed  you  T 
will  receive  for  your  information,  a  statement  of  the  actual  force  ' 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  number  killed  and  wounded  on  board  their .  ^ 
ships,  as  near  as  could  be  ascertained. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &€• 
CHARLES  STEWART. 

Hob.  9eer0taty  of  the  Navfit 

American  loss— 3  killed,  12  wounded. 
British  loss — 35  killed,  4£  wounded. 
Prisoners  taken,  S13. 

Minutes  of  the  action  between  the  United  States*  frigate  Cansti 
fiitian,  and  his  Britannic  majesties  ships  Cyane  and  Levant,  oi 
thewth  Fehruaty,  1815. 

Commenoes.  witth  light  breezes  from  the  east,  and  cloudy  wea- 
ther. At  ooei  discovered  a  sail  two  points  on  the  larboard  bow*-* 
hanled  up  and  made  sail  in  chase.  At  i  past  one,  made  the  sail 
to  be  a  shipi  at  i  past  one,  discovered  another  sail  ahead ;  made 
them  out  at  two  P.  M.  to  be  both  ships^  standing  close  hauled,  with 
tlieir  starboard  tacks  on  board ;  at  4  P.  M.  the  weather  most  ship 
made  signali^  and  bore  up  to  her  consort,  then  about  10  miles  to 
leeward;  we  bore  up  after  her,  and  set  lower  top-mast,  top-gal« 
lant,  and  royal  studding  sails  in  chase ;  at  i  past  4,  carried  awaj 
our  main  royal  roast ;  took  in  the  sails  and  sot  another  prepared ; 
at  5  P.  M.  commenced  firing  on  the  chase  m>m  our  two  larboard 
bow  guns;  our  shot  falling  short,  ceased  firing;  at  |  past  five, 
finding  it  impossible  to  prevent  their  junction,  cleared  ship  for  ac- 
tion, men  about  four  miles  from  the  two  ships ;  at  40  minutes  after 
5,  they  passed  \vithin  hail  of  each  other,  and  hauled  by  the  wind 
on  the  starboard  tack,  hauled  up  their  courses,  and  prepared  to 
receive  us ;  at  forty -five  minutes  past  five,  they  made  all  sail  close 
hauled  by  the  wind,  in  hopes  of  getting  to  the  windward  of  us ;  at 
55  minutes  past  5,findinj^  themselves  disappointed  in  their  object, 
and  we  were  closing  with  them  fast,  they  shortened  sail,  and 
formed  on  a  line  of  wind,  about  half  a  cable's  length  from  each 
other*  At  6  P.  M.  having  them  under  command  of  our  battery, 
hoisted  our  colours,  which  was  answered  by  both  ships  hoisting 
English  ensigns.  At  5  piinutes  past  6,  ranged  up  on  the  starboard 
side.of  tbeatevainest  sh^  about  300  yards  aistaiit»  and  conuueuc- 


fd  thetclionbj-  broadniilea,  both  ships  returning  aur  fire  «-iihtlit 

Etest  spirit  fur  about  15  iiiiiiutes,  then  the  Grc  of  the  cukt 
nniog  tu  ftlftcken,  uid  the  great  column  of  Mnoke  collected 
er  our  lee,  induced  us  to  cease  our  fire  to  ascertain  their  pen- 
tions  and  cunditioni.  In  about  tliree  minutes  the  am*ke  cleah^ 
Away,  we  found  nurselvea  abreast  of  the  headuififtt  ahiii,  the 
■temmost  ship  luf&ug  up  for  our  larboard  quarter ;  we  pourcil  i 
broadside  into  the  lieadinost  ship,  and  tlien  braced  ab&cL  our  Buin 
and  mizcn  topsails,  and  bacLeit  antern  under  cover  of  the  Braokic, 
abreast  the  aternmust  sliip,  wlkcn  the  action  was  coalisucd  «itli 
•[urit  and  con^idcnble  eflect,  until  35  minutes  pa»t  6,  wheo  ihe 
encnij's  lii'c  again  atackeoed,  and  we  discovered  the  hcadauHi 
.  bearing  up ;  filled  our  topsails,  shot  ahead,  and  C»ve  her  twu  »1en 
rake».  We  then  discovered  tlie  iternmost  ship  wearirv  shv: 
viire  iliip  imntediately  after  her,  and  gave  her  a  Htern  rate,  liit 
lulfiiig  to  uu  ourstarboaid  bow,  and  giving  ua  her  Ikcbuard  bmd- 
side,  Wk  ranged  upon  her  larboard  quarter,  within  hail,  sdiI 
was  about  li>  t;ive  her  oar  starboard  broadside,  when  ahestmck 
her  colours,  fired  a  lee  sun  and  yielded.  At  SO  ntiitutes  putiii 
iouk  possFiisinii  of  hia  Britannic  niajestv's  8h^l  Cjane,  csptva 
Goriluu  falcon,  mounting  34  guns.  At  S  P.  M.  filled  awajafin 
her  consort,  which  was  still  in  si^t  to  leeward.  Athalf  psitEk 
found  her  standing  towards  us,  with  her  nUrbuard  tsclu  cImc 
haulud,  Y  ith  topgallant  sails  set  and  cnlouri  flying.  At  50  niaiM 
past  8,  ranged  close  alongside  to  windward  of  her,  oa  ntpMU 
tacks,  and  eichanged  broadsides ;  wore  i  mined  lately  uoaer  bti 
•tern  and  raked  her  with  a  broadside,  She  then  crowded  all  imI 
and  undeavourvd  to  esca[>e  by  running:  hauled  on  bsaid  oar 
tackn,  set  spanker  and  Hytng  jkb  in  chose.  At  lialf  paat  9,  ca«- 
niencod   firing  on  her  from  our  stariMtard  bow  chaner;  nnk)r 


Ay.  i 


several  shot,  which  cut  her  spars  am)  rigging  coiMi<lsrafiy>  it 
10  ?.  M.  finding  they  could  not  «(cHpe,  firmi  a  giin,  ittruckbff 
colouffi,  and  yielded.  We  imiueili.itelv  titob  poMtt^ston  o(..t|( 
Britannic  niujesty*s  ship  Levant,  hun.  captain  Ueor^  Oovglw 
muuiKing  il  g;uus.  At  1  A.  M-  the  (Inmaee^  ivf  our  rig^«g||«l 
repitired,  sails  shifted,  and  Oie  ship  in  fighting  condition. 


CAPTAIX  KIDDLE'S  ESCAPE  FROM  A 

V.  H.  SIIIP  lIOaXET,  ST.  SALVAI>01{E,J 

SIR. 

I  have  the  honour  tu  report,  that  tl^e  PeacueV  liiid  diiti^ 
faavlns  continued  olT  Christian  D'Acunhn,  lite  uuiiiUir  ^du* 
directed  by  you,  iti  your  letter  of  instructtanii,  |ii>ji:ei?dcd  ia^*^ 
pany  to  the  'catitward  on  tlie  12th  of  April,  bound  tu  the  ly^ 
Itl-ire  of  rendezvous.  Nothing  of  any  iiuportaiici--  occunwf^^ 
until  the  2rth  of  April,  when  at  7  A.  M,.  in  Irliiiiili  inJQjrf 
and  longitude  3j  east,  wc  nude  a  stryig'e  Uil  tq  iHiflwB^Bl 
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which  we  gare  cKase.  The  wind  was  from  ihe  north  etti  bj  Borth 
and  Hght  throughout  the  day,  and  by  ftnn-down  we  hadneared 
^e  ehase  considerab) j.  It  was  calm  during  the  night,  and  at 
day-lisKt  on  the  fiStli  he  was  fltill  in  sight.  A  matTe  springiiir  up 
fntmi  tne  north  west,  we  crouded  sail  with  steering  sails  oo  botk- 
akles;  the  chase  standing  to  the  northward  upon  a  wind.  At  t 
45  P.  M.  the  Peacock  was  about  six  miles  ahead  of  this  ship;  and 
observing  that  she  appeared  to  be  suspicious  of  the  chase,  I  took 
In  starboard  steering  sails,  and  hauled  up  for  the  Peacock.  I  was 
atill,  however,  of  opinion  that  the  chase  w^a  an  Indiaman,  though, 
indeed  the  atmosphere  was  quite  smoky  and  indistinct,  and  {  coa^' 
eluded,  08  she  was  very  large,  that  captain  Warrington  was  wait* 
ing  for  me  to  join  him,  that  we  might  together  eo  along  side  of  her. 
At  S  2fi  P.  M.  tlie  Peacock  made  the  sirnal  that  the  chase  was  a 
ahip  of  the  line  and  an  enemj.  I  immediately  took  in  all  steering 
aaiui,  and  hauled  upon  a  wind ;  the  enemy  then  upon  our  lee' 
quarter,  distant  about  etgiitSmiies.  By  sun-down  I  had  perceived 
ihe  enemy  sailed  remarkably  fast,  and  was  very  weatherly.  At 
9  P.M.  as  the  enemy  was  gaining  upon  us,  and  as  there  was  every 
appearance  thst  he  would  ne  enabled  tp  keep  sijght  of  us  during 
tne  night,  I  considered  it  necessary  to  lighten  tins  ship.  I  there- 
fore threw  ovetiKiard  12  tons  of  kentledge,  part  of  our  shot,  some 
of  our  heavy  spars,  cut  away  the  sheet  anchor  and  cable^  and 
atarted  the  wedges  of  the  masts.  At  2  A.  M.  the  enemy  being 
rather  before  our  lee-beam,  I  tacked  to  the  westward ;  the  enemy 
also  tacked  and  continued  in  chase  of  us.  At  day-light,  on  tlie  d9th, 
he  was  within  gun  shot  upon  our  lee  nuarter.  At  7  A.  M.  harinr 
hoisted  Rnglish  colours,  and  a  rear  aumiraPs  flag,  he  commencea 
firing  from  his  bow  guns.  As  his  shot  went  over  us,  I  cut  awaj 
the  remaining  aftchor  and  cable,  threw  overboard  the  launch,  six 
of  ourrun^fliore  of  our  shot,  and  every  heavy  article  that  was 
at  hand;  the  enemy  fired  about  thirty  shot,  not  one  of  which  took 
effect,  thougH  roost  of  them  passed  over  us.  While  he  was  firing. 
I  had  the  sattislactien  to  perceive  that  we  slowly  dropt  him,  aw 
act  9  A.  M.  ke  ceased  his  ore. 

At  11  A.  M.  the  enemy  was  again  coming  up  with  us.  I  now 
therefore  threw  overboard  all  our  remaining  guns  but  one  long 
gun,  nearly  all  our  shot,  all  our  spare  spars,  cut  away  the  top- 
sallant  forecastle,  and  cleared  every  thine  off"  deck,  as  well  aa 
Kom  kelow^  to  lig^n  oa  aa  much  as  possible.  At  noon  the  ene* 
my  again  commenced  firing.  He  fired  many  shot,  only  three  of 
which  «etee  on  board ;  two  striking  the  hull  and  one  paasinr 
through  the  jib.  it  is,  however,  extraordinary,  that  every  shot 
did  nottalce  efect,  for  the  enemy,  the  second  time  he  commenced, 
firing,  waa  certainly  within  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  tliis  ship, 
and  the  sea  ouite  smooth. 

I  per^seived  from  his  sails  tiiat  tlie  eflect  of  his  fire  was  to  deailea 

his  wityl.  and  at  k  P.  M.  he  again  ceased  firing.    At  2  dO  P.  M. 

the  wiwl  which  had  previously,  aud^gr^tly  to  our  disadvantage* 

'hacked  to  the!  south  east,  hauled  to  &e  westward,  and  freshed  up. 


At  ran-dowB  (be  enerajr  was  abont  four  milei  Htern.  Tbe  « iarf 
wu  fresh,  and  we  went  at  the  rate  of  nine  Icnots  throuehnut  the 
night.  We  saw  the  enemj  at  intervals  through  the  eqnallt  dw- 
ing  the  nisht,  and  atdar-light  on  the  SOtli  he  was  about  12  milfi 
Attern,  stiil  in  chase  of  us.  At  9  30  A.  M.  he  took  in  ateenng 
auls,  reefed  his  top-sail*  and  hauled  to  the  eastward,  and  at  II 
A.  M.  he  was  entirely  out  of  sight.  During  the  chanc  the  enenj 
appeared  to  be  verf  crank,  and  I  therefore  conclude  he  man 
have  lightened  wliile  in  chase  of  ns.  I  did  not  at  an^  time  fire 
our  stern  chasers,  becaUM  it  was  manifest  the  enemy  injured  \ai 
■ailing  by  his  firing. 

An  we  had  now  no  anchor,  no  cable,  no  boat,  and  but  one  gun, 
there  was  of  course  an  absolute  neceasity  for  relinquishing  oar 
intended  cruize ;  and  as  in  oar  then  condition,  it  would  have  btca 
extremely  bazariloua  on  account  ot}the  enemy's  cniizers,  to  ap- 
proach our  own  coast,  I  considered  it  most  aaTaDtageous  to  pro- 
ceed for  this  port.  I  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  on  my  amTil 
received  information  of  tlie  peace  lietween  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain.  Permit  me  to  state  that  it  was  with  the  mwt 
painful  reluctance,  and  upon  the  fullest  convictiuD  that  it  wai  in- 
dispensable in  order  to  prevent  a  greater  misfortune,  that  I  coulil 
bring  my  mind  to  consent  to  part  with  my  guns ;  and  I  beg  learf 
to  request,  tliat  jou  will  be  pleased  to  move  the  hunoutable  the 
Secrctarr  of  the  Navy,  to  call  a  court  of  inquiry  to  inreatig^tc  tiM 
loss  of  tne  armament  of  this  ship.  It  will  be  \-ery  satia£actoiy  t> 
me  to  have  such  an  investigation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  tu, 
J.  BIDDLE. 
Commadore  Decatur, 

Extrartfram  the  journal  of  one  of  the  o^ictrs  of  the  HonuL 
"  During  this  tetlious  and  anxious  chace,  the  wind  was  TariaUt, 
so  as  to  oUiee  us  to  make  a  perfect  circle  round  the  enemv.  B^ 
tween  3  and  3  o'clock  yesterday,  not  a  person  on  board  had  tta 
most  distant  idea  that  tnere  was  a  pottUnliti/  of  escape.  W01I 
packed  up  our  things,  and  waited  until  the  enemy's  shot  WfM 
compel  UB  to  heaTe  to  and  surrender,  which  appeared  eenb> 
Never  has  there  been  ao  evident  an  interposition  of  the  gDodsB 
of  a  Divine  Father;  my  heart  with  gratitude  acknowledealll 
supreme  power  and  goodness.  On  the  morning  of  the  SSlhitMi 
very  calm,  and  nothing  but  murmurs  were  heard  tlir<niehMl4k 
ship,  as  it  was  feared  we  should  lose  our  anticipntt^d  priz«;iMlf 
plane  had  been  formed  by  us  for  the  disposal  ol  our  p1ond«r.''BK 
aes men  declared  they  would  have  the  birth  deck  cgrjeWj^rtt 
East  India  silk,  supposing  her  an /nduHUin  Irani  India;  wMll'Si 
officers,  under  tlic  impression  that  she  was  from  Kri^IaaJ,  «b4 
making  arrangements  how  we  should  dispose  of  the  mtnirv.  ywH- 
tJittar,  Sfc.  {'c.    Notldng  perplexed  ua  more  than  thw  mkl 
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We  should  not  be  able  to  tak^  out  all  the  good  thingB^  befoM  m0 
should  be  obliged  to  destroy  her*  We  were  reletting  our  ship 
did  not  sail  faster,  as  the  Peacock  would  certauoij  capture  her 
firsts  and  would  take  out  many  of  the  best  and  most  valuable  art^« 
cles  before  we  should  get  up.  (This  very  circumstance  of  our  not 
fiailinis  as  fast  as  the  Peacock,  saved  us  in  the  first  instance  froijar 
inevitable  capture ;  for  when  captain  Warrington  nuule  the  signal 
for  the  sail  to  be  an  enemy  of  superior  force,  we  were  four  leaspeft 
to  windward.)  We  all  calculated  our  fortunes  were  made,  bat  luas ! 
•*  we  catight  a  Tartar." 

**  During  the  latter  part  of  the  chace,  when  the  shot  and  shells 
were  whistling  about  our  ears,  it  was  an  interesting  sig^t  to  be- 
hold the  varied  countenances  of  our  crew.    They  tiad  kept  the 


expectation  of  fallinff  into  the  hands  of  a  barbarous  and  enraged 
enemy.  The  shot  that  fell  on  the  main  deck,  struck  immediately 
over  the  head  of  one  oPour  gallant  fellows,  who  had  been  wounded 
in  our  glorious  action  with  the  Penguin,  where  he  was  lying  in 
his  eot  very  ill  with  his  wounds ;  the  shot  was  near  comingtbrough 
the  deck,  and  it  threw  innumerable  splinters  all  around  this  poor 
fellow,  and  struck  down  a  small  paper  •American  tnsignf  whicA  he 
had  hoisted  over  his  bed .  Destruction  apparently  stared  us  in  the 
faccj  if  we  did  not  soon  surrender,  yet  no  ofiicer,  no  man,  in  the 
ship  showed  any  disposition  to  let  tne  enemy  have  the  poor  little 
Hornet.  Many  of  oar  men  had  been  imprested  and  imfrismud 
for  years  in  their  horrible  service,  and  hated  them  and  their  nation 
with  the  most  deadly  animosity ;  while  the  rest  of  the  crew,  horror 
struck  by  the  relation  of  the  sufferings  of  their  ship-mates,  who 
had  been  in  the  power  of  the  English,  and  now  equally  flushed 
with  rage,  joined  heartily  in  execrating  the  present  authors  of  our 
misfortune. 

"  Captain  Biddle  mustered  the  crew  and  told  them  he  wan  pleased 
with  their  conduct  during  the  chase,  and  hoped  still  to  perceive 
tliat  proprietv  of  conduct  which  had  always  marked  their  character^ 
and  that  of  the  American  tar  generally,  that  we  might  soon  expect 
to  be  captured^  &c.  Not  a  dry  eye  was  to  be  seen  at  the  mentkni 
of  capture.  The  nigi^  hearts  of  the  sailors,  like  ice  before  th» 
9Unt  wanned  by  the  divine  power  of  sympathy,  wept  in,  nnisofi 
with  their  brave  commander.  About  2  oxlock,  the  wind  which 
had  crossed  us,  and  pet  to  the  test  all  our  nautical  skill  to  steer 
clear  of  the  enemy,  now  veered  in  our  favour  and  we  left  him* 
This  was  truly  a  Klorlaus  victory  over  the  horrors  of  banishment 
and  the  terrors  oia  British  floating  dungeon.  Quick  as  thought 
every  face  was  changed  from  the  guK>m  of  despair  to  the  highest 
smile  of  delight,  and  we  began  once  more  to  breathe  the  sweets  of 
liberty.  .The  bi^er  sighs  of  re^t  were  now  changed,  and  I  pot 
forth  my  expression  ofeverlasting  gratitude  to  him,  the  supreons 

•       ■ ,     .  . 
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Aath»r  sf  «ur  being,  who  had  thus  flignallj  deliTered  tu  fhw  tlie 
powtr  <tf  «  cruel  and  viniUctiTe  «nein;." 

'  NEW  YORK,  Augiut  34th.  1S15. 
SIR, 

Conceinng  it  tay  dutr  to  make  known  die  treatment  e^ib- 
ited  br  BritUh  officers  aad  men  to  those  who  are  so  oofortunite 
as  to  fall  in  their  power,  I  am  induced  to  acqaaint  ;ott  irith  the 
following  circumstances. 

After  the  sarrender  of  the  S^ren  to  the  Medway.  the  nfficen  and 
crew  of  the  former  were  removed  to  the  latter,  the  crew  not  htivg 
allowed  to  take  their  clothing,  &c  with  them,  w  that  the  priiC 
crew  had  a  fair  o^portunitj  of  plundering  mch  articles  aa  the; 
thought  proper,  which  opportunity  the;  toA  care  to  |vofit  ttf,  u 
nuaj  ofour  men  were  pillaged  of  every  article  they  poswMMd, 
excepting  what  they  had  on  at  the  time;  and  the  oMccra  in  like 
manner  were  plundered  en  board  the  Medwaj  ;  the  iiiidshipiicB, 
aome  of  them,  were  completely  stripped,  ethers  lost  their  watdiei, 
&c. 

For  my  own  part,  I  came  off  with  the  loaa  of  aixnt  half  ■; 
dothing,  and  thought  myself  well  off  when  compared  with  tbr 
losseSOT  my  shipmates.  The  morning  after  onr  cmptnre  we  wtit 
mustered  oo  the  quarter  deck  to  undergo  a  search ;  die  men  were 
there  stript  to  the  skin,  and  their  cloUiing  not  retnmed,  so  tikit 
many  of  them  were  left  without  any  thing  more  than  a  durt  tai 
trowiers;  the  nert  day  Mr.  Barton  (the  first  lieotenant  af  tU 
Medway)  distributed  the  (Jothing  he  had  taken  frtttn  oar  men  ta 
his  quarter  masters  and  quarter  gunnen,  in  my  presence  AAer 
beingonboardtheMedway  five  weeks,  we  were  landed  at  Smsa^ 
town,  twenty-five  miles  to  the  eaatward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Ha^ 
myself  and  brother  olScers  paroled,  and  the  men  marched  to  CiK 
town  under  an  escort  of  dragoons,  being  obliged  tu  ford  i  Uie 
on  the  march,  where  the  boys  were  compelled  to  eo  over  on  tbe 
backs  of  the  tall  men;  this  march  of  tweiity-hve  milea  wu  pei- 
fonned  in  one  day,  and  without  ahoe^  or  food,  the  latter  aitick 
ther  were  kept  wtlhoiit  four  and  tweuty  hours  ;  their  shoes  «v* 
stolen  by  the  crew  of  the  Hedway  wMIe  thej  were  asleep.  Afts 
remaining  in  this  situation  nearly  eight  mouths,  without  W* 
bedding  (they  were  not  even  furnished  uitli  straw,  and  thtirha- 
nock>  were  taken  on  the  plea  of  their  being  public  pr&pemjat 
were  all  embarked  in  different  men  of  war  and  [udlamtn,  la 
England;  myself,  witbabowtsixty  officers  and  men  in  the  ('an- 
berland  74,  captain  Baker :  we  were  all  put  in  the  low  er  gun^tti 
widioatdiatinction.amongtheir  own  crew,  and  fed  on  prii 
aHowance;  and  on  my  remonstrating  with  the  captain  fori. 
ing  auch  treatment,  he  ordered  me  oA*  tlie  nuartcr  dec^^; 
tlfeat  at  the  same  time  to  put  me  in  irons.  \\'  e  rei 
■ttution  nghteen  days,  after  which,  lieuteoanta  Oct 
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and  myself,  were  removed  to  the  Grampns,  50  guns,  at  St.  Hdaaa, 
admitted  to  the  ward  room  mess,  and  treated  with  ciTility. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

N.  D.  NICHOLSON. . 

•apt.  Samuel  Evani. 

The  following  doouhents  were  acddenially  OMrrrED  to  bb- 

IXSERTSD    IN   THEIR    PROPER    PLACES     ACCORDING    TO    THEIR 
DATES. 

Mxtractfrom  Commodore  BainMd§r^'*i  Jowmml,  containing  mi- 
nuses of  the  action  with  the  BriUdi  frigate  Java* 

-  "  Wednesdav,  December  30th,  1812(naatica1  time)  in  latitude 
1 S  degrees,  6  minutes  south,  and  longitude  39  west,  ten  leagues  from 
the  coast  of  Brazil— commences  with  clear  weather  and  mode* 
rate  breezes  from  east  north-east,  hoisted  our  ensini  and  pendant. 
At  15  minutes  past  meridian,  the  ship  hoisted  iier  colours,  an 
English  ensign  having  a  signal  fljring  at  her  main,  re^,  jellow  and 
red.  At  1  26  P.  M.  Deine  sufficiently  from  the  land,  and  finding 
the  ship  to  be  an  English  frigate,  took  in  the  main-sail  and  royals^ 
tacked  ship  and  sto^  for  the  enemy.  At  1  50  P.  M.  the  enemy 
bore  down  with  tlie  intention  of  raking  us,  which  we  avoided  by 
wearing.  At  2  P.  M.  the  enemy  being  within  half  a  mile  of  us* 
and  to  windward,  and  having  hauled  down  his  colours,  except  an 
Union  Jack  at  the  mizen-mast  head,  induced  me  to  rive  orders  to 
the  officers  of  the  3d  division  to  fire  one  ^n  ahead  of  the  ene- 
my to  make  him  show  his  colours,  which  being  done,  broug^it  on  fL 
fire  from  us  of  the  whole  broadside,  on  which  the  enemy  noisted 
his  colours  and  immediately  returned  our  fire.  A  general  actioA 
with  round  and  grape  then  commenced,  the  enemy  keeping  at  a 
much  greater  distance  than  I  wished,  but  could  not  bring  lum  Ur 
closer  action  without  exposing  ourselves  to  several  rakes.  Con- 
siderable manouvres  were  maae  by  both  vessels  to  rake  and  avoid 
being  raked.  The  following  minates  were  taken  during  the  ac- 
tion. 

"  At  2  10  P.  M^  commenced  the  action  within  good  grape  and 
canister  distance,  the  enemy  to  windward,  but  much  further  than 
I  wished.  At  S  30  our  wheel  was  shot  entirely  away.  Two  40» 
determined  to  close  with  the  enemy,  notwithstanding  his  raking, 
set  the  fore  and  main-sail  and  laffed  up  close  to  him.  Two  50, 
the  enemy's  jib-boom  got  foul  of  our  mizen-rigging.  Three, 
the  head  of  the  enemy's  oowsprit  and  jib-boom  shot  away  by  us^ 
Three  5,  shdt  away  Ae  enemy's  foremast  by  the  board«  Tluree 
15,  shot  away  his  tnain  topmast  just  above  the  cap.  Three  40, 
•hot  away  galF  and  spanker  boom.  Three  55,  snot  away  hk 
mizen  tnast  neaii^  liy  tfie  board.  Four  5,  having  silenced  the, 
fire  of  the  enemy  completely,  and  his  colours  in  iniMij  riegi]i|^'- 
being  down,  supposed  he  had  etmck,  then  hauled  aiMMutr(h« 


cottrtei  to  ahoot  tbead  to  repair  our  rigging  which  wu  extrandr 
cvt;  IttVinEthe  enftinj  a  com|iiete  wreck.  Soon  sfter,  discovered 
the  enemj'B  flag  wu  still  flying  ;  hove  to,  to  repair  some  of  onr 
dunsge.  Foar  CO.  the  enemy's  mainmast  went  nearly  by  the 
board.  Four  50,  wore  ship  and  stood  for  the  enemy.  Five  25, 
got.  very  dose  to  the  enemy  in  a  very  effectual  rntiu^  ^ifioa, 
athwart  his  bows,  and  was  at  the  very  instant  of  raking  him,  whea 
he  moat  prudently  struckhis  flaK,ta>' had  he  Buffered  the  brtiadstde 
to  hare  nked  him.  his  additional  toss  must  have  been  extremely 
great,  as  he  laid  an  unmanage^le  wreck  upon  the  water. 

"  After  the  enemy  had  struck,  wore  ship  and  reefed  the  topsails, 
then  hoisted  oat  one  of  the  only  two  remaining  boats  we  had 
left  out  of  ai^t,  and  sent  lieutenant  Parker,  tst  of  tlie  Constitu- 
tion,  to  take  possession  of  the  enemy,  which  proved  to  be  hi> 
Britannic  majesty's  frigate  Java,  rated  38  but  carried  49  guns,  sad 
naoned  with  ujjwards  of  400  men,  commanded  by  captain  Lam- 
bert, a  very  diHtingniahed  officer,  who  was  mortally  wooudri- 
The  action  continued  from  the  commencement  to  the  end  of  the 
lire,  one  hour  and  fifty-five  minutes.  The  Constitution  had  9 
killed  and  as  wounded.  The  enemy  had  60  killed  and  101  cer- 
tainly wounded;  but  by  a  letter  written  onboard  the  Constitniioo, 
by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Java,  and  accidentally  ronnd, 
it  ia  evident  the  enemy's  wounded  must  liave  been  constderaUT 
greater  than  as  above  stated,  and  who  must  have  died  of  their 
wounds  previously  to  their  being  removed.  The  letter  states  GO 
killed  and  ITO  wounded.  The  Java  had  her  own  complement  uf 
men  complete,  and  upwards  of  100  supernumeraries,  going  tojeia 
the  Brittah  ships  of  war  in  the  East  Indies;  dso  several  officers, 
passengers,  going  out  on  promotion.  The  fn-ce  of  the  eocny  in 
nnraber  of  men,  at  the  commencement  of  the  actian,  was  bo  dntt 
condderably  greater  than  wa  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  whkk  ii 
Ufwarda  (M  400  men.  The  officers  were  extremely  i  auliwi  ■ 
discOTsriDf  die  number.  By  her  quarter  hill  she  had  one  ■ 
more  Bt^0Ded_  at  eaah  gnn  than  we  had. 

"  The  CoDStitutkin  was  very  much  ent  in  her  Bails  and  H 
many  of  her  spars  injured.  At  7  P.  M.  the  bo«t  retume^W. 
lieutenant  Chaids,  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  enemv'H  (r^atc^d 
lieutanaat  general  Hyalop,  (appiMuted  guviTDoror'Bamlaj)ir 
Walker  aid  captain  Wood,  belonging  to  his  »tafi'.  CaptMa.ii| 
bertof  the  Java  was  too  dangeraualy  wounded  to  be  renM' 
mediately.  The  cutter  retvicd  on  board  the  piiae '  _ 
prisoners,  and  bnMight  captain  Harshall,  master  and  r0tan 
of'tiie  British  navy,  who  waspUBengcr  i>u  IxMrd,  as  a' 
other  naval  officers,  dcatiiMd  lor  ships  in  the  iil&st  Indii 

Th»  Java  wu  tn  impsrtant  slup^  flued  out  in   the 

muiner,  toaarry  lieutanaat  ganeral  Hyslop  and  staff  ts  E 
•ad  Bvrenl  naval  officers  for  diftrent  shii)«  in  tlie  Km 
and  lud  dcsntchM  for  St  Holeao,  Cape  ot  Oou)  1  lone. 
Bptiriinta&liBhDiviti)!  Jke  todiawdChiiiB  MmTtk 
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board  copper  for  a  74  and  two  brigs  building  at  Bombaj,  and  i  >• 
expect  a  great  many  other  valuables;  but  every  thing  was  blown    - 
up  in  her  except  the  officers'  baggage,  when  we  set  her  on  fire  at  3  ■ 
P.  M.  on  the  1st  of  January,  1813,  (nautical  time.")  -- 

Prisoner  on  board  the  American  frigate  Constitation,  St.  Salvador, 

January  Ist,  1815,  Brazils:    - 

My  dear  sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  ot  the  unpleasant  news  of  Mr. 
Gascoigne's  death.  Mr.  Gascoigne  and  myself  were  shipmates  in 
the  Marlboro,  and  first  came  to  sea  together.  He  was  shot  in  the  • 
early  part  of  the  action  by  a  round  shot  in  his  right  thigh,  and 
died  a  few  minutes  after;  four  others  of  his  messmates  shared 
the  same  fate,  together  with  60  men  killed  and  170  wounded. 
The  oilicial  account  you  no  doubt  heard  of  before  this  reaches 
vou.  I  beff  you  will  let  all  his  friends  and  relations  hear  of  his  ^ 
untimely  fate.  We  were  on  board  the  Java  frigate  for  a  passage 
to  India,  when  we  fell  in  with  this  frigate.  Two  parcels  I  have 
sent  you  under  &;ood  care«-hope  this  will  reach  you  safe. 

^  ^  *  Vours  truly, 

H.  D.  COKNECK. 

Ll.  Peter  V.  Wood,  22d  regiment  of  foot, 

Isle  of  France  or  Bourbon,  Eaat  Indies. 


A  true  CO 
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WILLIAM  BAINBRIDGE. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  BOXER. 

UNITED  STATES'  BRIG  ENTEBPRIZE,  PORTLAND, 

September  7th,  1813. 

SIR, 

In  consequence  of  the  unfortunate  death  of  lieutenant  com- 
mandant William  Burrows,  late  commander  of  this  vessel,  it 
devolves  on  me  to  acquaint  yoii  with  the  resMit  of  our  cruize. 
After  sailinff  from  Portsmouth  on^the  Ist  instant,  we  steered  to 
the  eastward:  and  on,  the  roominc  of  the  3d,  off  Wood  Island, 
discovered  a  sbhooner,  which  we  chased  iot*  this  harbor,  where 
we  anchored*    On  the  morning  of  the  4th  weighed  anchor  and  ' 
swept  out,,  and  contiDued  onr  cmixci  .to  the  eastward.    Having  • 
received  informad^n  of  seveiat  privat^ra  being  olT  Manhi^an,  * 
we  stood  lor  that  place ;  4Uid  oa  the  following  morning,  in  the-' 
bay  near  PengHjinPtoint,  discovered  A  brig  getting  under  weigh, 
which  .appeared  to  be  a  vessel  of  war,  and  tomich  we  immediately 
gave  chase.    She  fired  several  |^m  Jmd  stood  for  us,  havins  four 
ensigns  housed.    Afier  reooni|Bitering  and  diaeoveriag  her  Torce, 
and  .the  .nation  to  which  she  belMMeo»  we  hailed  vpon  a  wind  to 
stand  jQiii  of  the  hajr,  and  at  S  o'ctock  shortened  sail,  tacked  and^ 
run  dowm  with  anintention  to  bHojg  ^er  t6  dose  actitm.    At" 
20  ninutta  aftsr.  aRM.  when  wUbm  half  nistol  shot,  thefirinrr 
cQnunenced  from  hoth»  and  after  beteg  ihuwy  kept  up-end  with* 


Bome  manouTring,  the  eneniT  hailed  and  uid  they  had  snmndero 
ed,  about  4  P.  H.    Their  colonn  being  nuled  to  the  maeta,  cooU 


not  be  hauled  down.  She  prored  to  m  his  Britaanic  majeatT'i 
brig  Boxer,  of  14  guns,  Samuel  Bljthe,  eaquire,  commuider.  ins 
felfin  the  early  part  of  the  engagement,  having  recuvcd  a  canBOB 
sltot  through  the  bod;.  And  I  am  Borrjr  to  add  that  licntenant 
fiQirons,  who  had  nllantW  led  us  to  action,  fell  alao  about  the 
same  time  bj  a  musket  ball,  vbich  terminated  his  exiatence  in  8 
hours. 

The  Enterprize  suffered  much  in  spara  and  rimng,  and  the 
Boxer  both  in  spar%  rigg^iu  and  hull,  hanng  manj  ahots  between 
wind  and  water.  It  wouldbe  doing  iojuitice  to  the  merit  of  Ur. 
Tillinghaat.  Sd  lieutenant,  were  I  not  to  meotioa  the  able  assist- 
ance 1  received  from  him  during  the  remainder  of  theeogagement, 
b;  his  strict  attention  to  his  own  division  and  other  departmenti. 
And  the  uiGcers  and  crew,  generally,  I  am  happj  to  add,  from  thw 
coot  and  determined  conduct  have  m;  warmest  approbatiga 
and  applause. 

At>  no  muster  toll  that  can  be  fullj  relied  on  came  into  bj 
nossesijVDD,  I  cannot  exactly  state  the  number  killed  on  boaid  dtt 
Boxer ;  but  from  ioformation  received  from  the  officers  of  Alt 
v^tDtelf  it  appears  there  were  between  twenty  and  twentv-fiTS 
killed,  and  tburteeo  wounded.  Enclosed  is  a  list  at  killed  ud 
wounded  on  board  the  Enterprize. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sic. 

EDWARD  R.  M'CALL,  senior q|fcv. 
fttic  Ilutt,  Etqiure. 

Ku-LKD,  1.  WouxnHt,  IS— of  whomltentenantSoTTwvhce^ 
mandcr,  midshipman  Kervan  Waters,  and  carpenter's  mate£UB 
Hlosiom,  have  siaco  died. 


OJlcenkUUd  and  teotmdtdimthe  battle  of  JlTiagara.  -^ 
KUM.  Major  M'Farland,  23d  infuitry.  Captain  Ritchit. 
corps  of  artillerr.  Captain  Hall,  Mi  infanfrj.  CapUin  >l'Kin 
nev,  SStb  do.  Captain  Goodrich,  11th  dr>.  lat  lieotenanL  B^ 
loir,  81st  do.  lit  lieutenant  Turner,  9lh  do.  ad  IteuUHt 
Bnighardt,  9th  do.  Ensign  Hunter,  S5th  do.  Captain  p— 
Now  York  volonteen.  Adjutant  Poe,  Pennsylvania  voluU, 
Wimnddd,  Major  genenl  Brown,  severely-  Captain  Sm 
his  aid  [rince dead).  Artillerr.  captain  Biddle,  slightly.  M_ 
tenant  Campbell,  badly.  Sd  lieutenant  Schmuck,  se\cnAf,  J 
Fintbrigadt.  Brigadier  general  Scolt,  severely.  Uar^'^ 
J.  D.  Smith.  9th  in^ntrr,  origade  major,  badly.  IJri 
Worth,  23d  infantry,  A.  D.  C.  severely.  Major  LeMCStt 
slightly.  Captain  W.  L.  Foster,  slightly.  Lteutcmtnt  u  ' 
master  Fowle,  slightly.  Lieutenant  and  quarter  master  1 
ing,  slightly.    2a  Iietttemkiit  Fisher,  severely.     9dT 
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Cushman,  slightly.  Entigp  G.  Jacobs,  severely.  Ensign  J.  P. 
Jaccjbs/sHghtlj.  Ensign  Blake  slightly,  llth  infantry — major 
M'Neil,  severely.  Captain  Bliss,  baiily.  Ist  lieutenant  Hail« 
slightly.  2d  lieu  tenant  Cooper,  slightly.  3d  lieutenant  Stephenson, 
sliglitly.  Ensign  Bedford,  slightly.  Ensign  Thompson  (26th,  doing 
duty  in  the  llui,  severely.  3&  infantry— colonel  Brady,  severely* 
Captain  Pentlant,  severely.  Captain  Faulk,  severely.  1st  lieu« 
tenant  Culbertson,  severely.  1st  lieutenant  Furguson,  canister 
shot  in  the  hand.  2d  lieutenant  Armstrone;,  dangerously.  3d  lieu* 
tenant  Bean,  slightly.  25th  infantry — Major  Jessup,  severely. 
Lieutenant  and  adjutant  Shaylor,  severely.  Lieutenant  and  quar« 
ter  master  M'Olassi,  badly.    3d  lieutenant  Giafford  severely^ 

Second  brigade-  1st  infantry— •! at  lieutenant  VasquiZy  slightly. 
1st  lieutenant  Bissel,  slightly.  2l8t  infantry— Captain  Buroank, 
severely.    Ist  lieutenant  Cilley,  sererely.    2d  lieutenant  Flak 

iof  the  19th  attached)  slightly.  Ensign  Jones,  slightly.  Ensign 
]amp  (2d  rifle  regiment  attached)  slightiy.  Ensign  Thomas, 
slightly.  2dd  infantnr^— Captain  Odell,  severely.  Istiieutenant 
H.  Whiting,  severely.  2u  lieutenant  IngersoU.  slightly.  2d 
lieutenant  Tappan,  slightly.  3d  lieutenant  Abeel,  slightly.  3d 
lieutenant  Deitereich,  slightly.    Sd  lieutenant  Lamb,  severely. 

Brigadcer  oekeral  porter's  COMMAND.  Ncw  Tork  vo1un« 
teerg — Lieutenant  colonel  Dobbin,  slightly.   Lieutenant  O'Ftinff, 
'•  'lUy.  Per — ' — :---»-- _-.i.^*.r-.a  1_   ^ V^ 

naster  IM 
general 
ported. 

Officers  missing.  Ist  lieutenant  Perry,  9th  infantry,  a  prisoner. 
3d  lieutenant  Webster,  severely,  shot  in  the  head  and  tdien  pri- 
soner, lieuteants  StuTEiSi  Kqis  and  Davidson,  2d  infantry,  sap- 
?08ed  to  be  killed.  Yoiunteers — ^Brigade  nuuor  Stanton,  of  New 
ork,  taken  prisoner.  Captain  Roberts,  of  Pennsylvania,  taken 
prisoner.  Lieutenant  Hunt,  of  New  York,  supposed  to  be  killed^ 

BRITISH  PRISONERS  TAKEN. 

One  major  general,  (Rtall,  severely  wounded  in  the  arm.)  1  aid- 
de-camp.  1  ca|>tajii  and  2  subaltema  of  the  lOdd  regiment  1 
captain  89lh  renment.  1  captain-provincial  dragoons.  3  captains, 
2  subalterns.  Militia^ — 1  lieutenant  royal  engineers.  3  subalterns 
royal  Scotts.  1  do.  Glengary  cor|te.  Qumer  master  of  8th  or 
King's  regiment.  Quarter  tnaster  or  4Ut  regimeat«And  ]50  ran)L 
and  We.    Aggregate  169, 
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Traaty  of  peace  and  amity  between  his  Britannic  majesty  and 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Hia  Britannic  majesty,  and  the  United  States  of  .Amnici. 
dewruui  of  terminating  the  war  which  has  unhappily  sDbsisted  be- 
.  tween  the  two  countries,  and  of  restoring,  upon  principles  of  per- 
'  feet  recipmcitr,  peace,  friendship,  and  good  nndersUndrng,  bt- 
twecn  them,  fiave,  for  that  purpose,  apixtinted  th«r  respeetiTc 
plenipotentiaries,  that  is  to  say:  Hia  Britannic  mijestf ,  on  hi; 
part,  >ias  appointed  the  right  honoorable  Janes  lord  Oamter,  htt 
admiral  of  the  white,  now  admiral  of  Ae  red  sqasdran  rf  Hi 
majesty's  fleet,  Henry  Goulbaro,  esquire,  a  member  of  the  impe- 
rial parliament,  and  nnder  secretary  of  state,  and  William  Adiu. 
esquire,  doctor  of  civil  laws :  And  the  president  nf  die  I'litcd 
States,  b^  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate  fteitof, 
has  appointed  John  Quincj  Adams,  James  A.  Bayard,  Henry  Chr, 
Jonatlian  Russell,  and  Albert  Gallatin,  citizen*  of  the  Vnlnl 
States,  who,  after  a  reciprocal  communication  of  Uieir  re^ieclitt 
full  powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  fullowmg  articles: 

AsT.  1.  There  snail  be  a  firm  and  universal  peace  betweei  hi> 
Britannic  majesty  and  the  United  States,  and  between  tbrir  n- 
rpective  countries,  territories,  cities,  towns,  and  people,  of  tmj 
d^ree,  without  exception  of  places  or  petaona.  All  hoeiiliiiri, 
both  by  sea  and  land,  shall  cease  as  soon  aa  this  treafy  shall  kaif 
been  ratified  by  tiath  parties,  as  hereinafter  meatwned.  All  ttni- 
tory,  places,  and  posseHsions  whatsoever,  taken  by  either  pvlj 
from  the  other,  during  the  war,  or  which  may  be  taken  bAct  the 
signing  of  this  treaty,  excepting  only  the  islands  RereiaBfter 
mentioned,  shall  be  restored  without  delay,  and  withoat  cuiUBg 
any  destruction,  or  carrying  sway  any  «t  the  artillerr  at  stter 
public  property  originally  captured  in  the  sud  farts  or  (uacoi^ 
which  shall  remain  therein  upon  tlie  exchange  of  the  ntifintMBi 
of  this  treaty,  or  any  slaves  or  otlier  piivate  property.  Aii4bII 
archives,  records,  deeds,Bnd  papers,  either  of  a  public  nawnv* 
belonging  to  private  persons,  which,  in  the  course  of  the.W< 
may  nave  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  ottber  '' 
shall  be,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,,  fortli with  restored  ^_, 
livered  to  tlie  proper  authorities  and  pafsous  to  whom  th^j 
pec  lively  belong.  SuchoftheJslandsiu  theBa^  ofPasssnui — 
as  are  claimed  liy  both  parties,  shall  remain  in  the  possei 
the  party  in  whose  occupation  they  may  be  at  the  time  of 
change  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  until  tlie  de«' ' 
pecting  the  title  to  the  said  islauds  shall  h^^  e  l>een 
cunfut-niity  with  tlie  fourth  Br(i[:le  of  this  treaty.  Nu  di 
made  by  wis  treaty,  aa  tn  guch  ponsesslun  of  tKie  iitlunds 
torics  claimed  by  both  parties,  shall,  in  any  nannei 
coRRlrued  to  affect  the  right  of  either. 

Art.  3.  Inimediatelv  after  the  ratificatiatis  of  thia 
both  partiee,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  orders  shall  tic^i 
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armies,  squadrons,  officers,  subjects,  and  citizens,  of  the  two  pow- 
ers, to  cease  from  all  hostilities:  and,  to  prevent  all  causes  ot 
complaint  which  might  arise  on  account  of  tne  prizes  which  may 
be  taken  at  sea  after  the  said  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  it  is  re- 
ciprocally agreed,  that  all  vessels  and  effects  which  may  be  taken 
after  the  space  of  twelve  days  from  the  said  ratifications,  upon 
all  parts  of  the  coast  of  North  America,  from  the  latitude  of 
twenty-three  degrees  north,  to  the  latitude  of  fifty  degrees  north, 
and  as  far  eastward  in  the  Atlantic  ocean  as  the  thirty-sixth  de- 
gree of  west  longitude  from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich,  shall  be 
restored  on  each  side  :  That  the  time  shall  be  thirty  days  in  all 
other  parts  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  north  of  the  cquinoctidl  line  or 
equator,  and  the  same  time  for  tlie  British  and  Irish  channels,  for 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  all  parts  of  the  West  Indies:  furt>  days 
for  the  North  seas,  for  die  Baltic,  and  for  all  parts  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean: sixty  days  for  the  Atlantic  ocean  south  of  tlie  equator, 
as  far  as  the  latitude  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope :  ninety  days 
for  every  other  part  of  the  world  south  of  the  etpiator  :  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  days  for  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  with- 
out exception. 

A&T.  3.  All  prisoners  of  war  taken  on  eitlier  side,  as  well  by 
land  as  by  sea,  shall  be  restored  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the 
ratifications  of  this  treaty,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  on  their 
payine  the  debts  which  they  may  ha\'e  contracted  during  their 
eajprtiTity.  The  two  contracting  parties  respectively  engage  to 
idiachuge,  in  specie,  the  advances  which  may  have  been  made  by 
the  other  for  the  sustenance  and  maintenance  of  such  prisoners. 

Art.  4«  Whereas  it  was  stipulated  by  the  second  article  in  the 
treaty  of  peace,  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three, 
between  his  Britannic  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
that  the  boundary  of  the  United  States  should  comprehend  all 
islands  within  twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  shores  of  tlie 
United  States,  and  lym;^ between  lines  to  be  drawn  due  east  from 
the  points  where  the  aToresaid  boundaries,  between  Nova  Sco 
tia,  on  the  one  part,  and  East  Florida,  on  the  other,  shall  respec- 
tively touch  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  excepting 
iuch  islands  as  now  are,  or  heretofore  have  been,  within  the  Innits 
of  Nova  Scotia;  and  whereas  the  several  islands  in  the  Bay  of 
Passamaqooddy,  which  is  part  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  the 
island  of  Grand  Menan,  in  the  said  Bay  of  Fund^,  are  claimed 
6y  the  United  States,  as  bein^  comprehended  within  their  afore- 
said boundtries^  which  said  isfanas  are  claimed  as  belonging  to 
his  Britannic  majestYf  as  having  been  at  the  time  of,  and  pre- 
vious to,  the  aforesaid  treaty  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-fliree,  within  the  limits  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia : 
in  order,  therefore,  finally  to  decide  upon  these  claims,  it  is 
agreed  dial  tiiej  shall  be  referred  to  two  commisioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  following  manner,  viz :  one  commissioner  shall  be 
appointed  hr  his  Britannic  majesty,  and  one  by  the  president  of 
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the  United  States,  bj  and  irith  fhe  advice  and  conient  of  ttp 
senate  thereof,  and  the  said  two  commissioners  so  appointed,  shall 
be  swum  iinpartiatly  to  txamine  and  decide  vpon  tru  satll  daims, 
aeeording  to  suck  evidence  as  Aall  be  laid  before  them  on  the  part 
tif  liii  Britannic  mojesti/  and  of  the  United  States,  resptetic^. 
The  said  cnmroissioiirrs  shall  meet  at  St.  Andrews,  iu  the  pro- 
vince of  New  Brunswick,  and  shall  hare  power  to  adjourn  to  such 
Kther  place  or  places  as  the^  shall  think  fit.  The  said  commis- 
sioncrs  shall,  hr  n  declaration  or  report,  under  their  hands  and 
"i-ala,  decide  to  which  of  the  two  contracting  parties  the  several 
islands  aforesaid  do  respectively  belong,  in  conformity  with  the 
true  intent  of  the  said  treaty  of  peace  of  one  thoyund  serea 
hundred  and  ei(;hty -three.  And  if  the  said  cammissionen  iliall 
iis:ree  in  their  decision,  both  parties  shall  consider  such  decifion 
ac  final  and  cunilusive.  It  is  further  asresd,  that  in  the  event 
of  tile  two  ciimmissioners  diflering  upon  all  or  anr  or  the  niatten 
BO  referred  to  them,  or  in  the  event  of  both  or  either  of  the  snd 
commissioners  refusing,  or  declining,  or  wilfully  omitting,  to  actn 
such,  they  shall  make,  jointly orieparatcly,  a  report  or  Trpots.ti 
well  to  tlie  government  of  his  Britannic  majesty  as  to  that  of  Ae 
United  States,  Mating,  in  detail,  the  points  on  which  theydiSs', 
and  the  eroundsujpon  which  their  respective  opinions  have  been  for- 
med or  the  gntunds  upon  which  they,  or  either  ofthem,  have  ion 
fused,  declined,  or  omitted  to  act.  And  his  Britannic  majestf, 
and  the  government  of  the  United  States,  herebj  agree  to  nas 
the  report  or  reports  of  the  said  commissioners,  to  some  (nend- 
]y  sovereign  or  state,  to  be  then  named  for  that  purpose,  and  w&o 
sliall  be  requesti-d  to  decide  on  the  differences  which  maybe  ita- 
teil  in  the  said  report  or  reports,  or  upon  the  report  of  one  con- 
niissioner,  together  with  the  grounds  upon  which  the  ober 
commissioner  shall  have  refused,  decltneo,  or  omitted  toact,ia 
the  case  may  he.  And  if  the  commissioner  so  refhtin^.  decBii- 
ing,  or  omitting  to  act,  shall  also  wilfully  omit  to  state  tht  j^rouiA 
upon  which  he  has  so  done,  in  such  manner  that  the  said  ^uiemcRt 
may  be  referred  to  such  friendly  sovereign  or  state,  togeliiei  *i4 
the  report  of  such  o^cr  commissioner,  tlien  such  sovereioi'n 
state  sliall  decide,  exparte,  upon  the  said  report  al«ne.  And  tft 
Sritannic  majesty  and  the  government  ot  the  United  Stateati' 
gage  to  consider  the  decision  of  such  frii-ndly  sovereign  or  ittb 
to  be  final  and  conclusive  on  all  the  matters  so  referred.  '  ^ 

Abt.  5.  Whereas  neither  that  point  of  the  highlands  lyi 
jiorfh  from  the  source  of  tlie  river  St.  Crni»,  and  desiff 
the  former  treaty  of  peace  between  the  two  powers,  as  u_, 
west  angle  of  \riva  Scotia,  nor  the  norlhwestcrnmort  h  _. 
Connecticut  river,  his  yet  been  ascertained  ;  and  whnviTIb 
part  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  doniinions  oT  die  Ha 
powers  which  extends  from  the  source  of  the  river  St.  Cnii 
directly  north  to  the  above  mentioned  northwest  anric  of  KnjJ 
fJ^qUa,  thence  along  the  sud  highlands  which  divide^  "" 
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tliat  empty  tliemselves  into  tlic  river  St.  Lawrence,  from  ihoai 
Vhich  fallinto  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  the  nortliuesternmost  head 
bf  Connecticut  river;  thence,  down  along  the  middle  of  that 
Hver,  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  noilh  latitude ;  tlience,  by  a  line 
due  west  on  said  latitude,  until  it  strikes  the  river  Iroquois  or 
Cataraguy,  has  not  yet  been  surveyed ;  it  is  agreed,  that  for  these 
several  purposes,  two  commissioners  shall  be  appointed,  sworn, 
and  authorized,  to  act  exactly  in  the  malinei  directed  with  respect 
to  those  mentioned  in  tlie  next  preceding  article,  iinleh^  otner- 
wise  specified  in  tlie  present  article.  The  said  commissioners 
shall  meet  at  St.  Andrews,  in  tlie  province  of  New  Brunswick, 
and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  place  or  places  a.s 
they  shall  tliink  fit  The  said  commissioners  shall  liaye  power  to 
ascertain  and  determine  the  points  abovementioned,  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  said  treaty  of  peace  of  e»e  thousanci 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  shall  cause  (he  boundury 
aforesaid,  from  the  source  of  the  river  St.  Croix  to  the  iivor 
Iroquois  or  Cataragiiy,  to  be  surveyed  and  marked  according  to 
the  said  provisions.  Tike  said  commissioners  shall  make  a  map 
of  the  said  boundary,  and  annex  to  it  a  declaration  under  their 
hands  and  seals,  certifying  it  to  be  the  true  map  of  tlie  said  boun- 
dary, and  particularizing  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  nortli- 
west  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  of  the  uortli-weiternr^oat  head  of 
Connecticut  river,  and  of  such  other  points  of  tlie  said  boundary 
as  they  may  deem  proper.  And  both  parties  agree  to  consider 
such  map  and  declaration  as  finally  and  conclusively  fixing  the 
said  boundary.  And,  in  the  event  of  the  said  two  commissioners 
differing,  or  both,  or  either  of  them,  refusing,  or  declining,  or 
wilfully  omitting  to  act,  such  reports,  declarations,  or  statements, 
shall  be  made  by  them,  or  eidicr  of  them,  and  such  reference  to 
a  friendly  sovereign  or  state  shall  be  made,  in  all  respects,  as  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  article  is  contained,  and  in  as  full  a 
manner  as  if  the  same  was  herein  repeated. 

Art.  6.  Whereas,  by  tlie  former  treatv  of  peace,  tliat  por- 
tion of  the  boundary  of  the  United  States,  from  the  point  where 
the  forty -fifth  decree  of  north  latitude  strikes  the  river  Iroquois 
or  Catara^y  to  the  lake  Superior,  was  declared  to  be  *'  along  tliK 
middle  otsaid  river  into  lake  Ontario,  through  the  middle  uf 
said  lake  until  it  strikes  tlie  communication  by  water  between 
that  lake  and  lake  Erie,  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  commu- 
tiication  into  lake  Erie,  through  the  middle  of  said  lake,  until  i': 
arrives  at  the  water  communication  into  the  lake  Huron,  tlicnce 
through  the  middle  of  said  lake  to  the  water  communication  be- 
tween that  lake  and  lake  Superior,"  And  whereas  doubts  havcf 
arisen  what  was  the  middle  of  the  said  river,  Iak<>s,  and  water 
communications,  and  whether  certain  islands  lying  in  the  same 
were  within  the  dominions  of  his  Britannic  majesty  or  of  the 
United  States :  in  order,  therefore,  finally  to  decide  these  doubts,r 
they  shall  be  referred  to  two  commbsiouers,  to  be  appointed^ 
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Kwoin,  and  authorized  tii  act,  ciuictly  in  tlic  manner  direciid 
with  re^pifct  to  those  mentioned  in  the  next  preceding  artkk 
iinlos  otherwise  specified  in  tliis  present  article.  The  said  con- 
misfeloncrs  shall  meet,  in  the  first  instance,  at  Albany,  in  die 
st.ito  of  New  York,  and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  suck 
otlier  place  or  places  as  they  shall  think,  fit:  the  Mid  commia- 
lioners  shall,  by  a  report  or  declaration,  under  their  hands  and 
leaU,  de.<>io;nate  the  boumlarv  through  the  said  river.  laket,aDd 
water  conununications,  and  ifecide  to  which  of  the  two  contract* 
ing  parties  the  several  islands  \y'in^  within  the  said  river,  lakes, 
and  water  communications,  do  respectively  belon;;,  in  conformitj 
with  the  true  intent  of  tlie  said  treaty  of  one  thousand  seven  hnn- 
dred  and  oi(;hty-tliree.  And  both  parties  aji^ree  to  consider  such 
designation  and  decision  as  final  and  conclusive.  And,  in  die 
event  of  the  said  two  commissioners  diAerinq;,  or  both,  or  either 
of  tiicm,  refusing,  declining  or  wilfullv  omitting  to  act,  auch  re- 
ports, declarations,  or  statements,  shall  be  made  by  tliem,  or 
either  of  them,  an  1  such  reference  to  a  friendly  sovereign  or  stale 
»hall  be  made,  iti  all  respects,  as  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fourtib 
article  is  contained,  and  in  as  full  a  manner  as  if  tlie  same  wu 
herein  repeated. 

Am.  r.  It  is  furfher  agreed,  that  the  said  two  last  mentioned 
commi>.si:)niMs,  after  they  shall  have  executed  the  duties  aasi^^neU 
to  tliom  in  tfic  preceding  iirticle,  ^iiall  be,  and  they  are  herebvau- 
tJiori'/.ed,  upon  their  oaths,  iiiipiirliullv  to  fix  and  d«MerHiiDe,  at* 
c<»rding  t(»  tlio    Irno  iiiU'Mt  of  the  saul  treaty  of  peace  oloor 
thousand  ^cvimi  luiiMlird  and  ci^lily-llin'C,  that  part  of  tite  boun- 
dary between  tin*  ilo.i.ininns  of  tlu*   tMo  power-*,  which  extendi 
fnim  (he  watic  ci'rj.iii'iiiiiailon  hitv.i'rn  lal  e  Huron  and  bk«  Su- 
perior, to  tlie  \Mi*^t  nor::i\\r*tcrn  point  of  tljc  lake  of  the  Wooils. 
to  fleride  to  whicli  ol  t!'r  t'vn  parties  the  scncral   inlands  Ivinfrin 
the  lalxcs,  water   c<i:i)>iMi?i-i  .itioiis,   aiid    ri\ers    foinnurt  the  4lid 
houiiil.irv,  d«.  ivs|«e«  fiM'iv  I'oleinu;,  in  <t»iir«M'init\  with  the  true  la- 
tent of  the  **ai(l  tici;.    ni'  ]-<iMrr   of  one  thnu^aud  seven  hundvoi 
and  eiHitv  t!:ri'e  :  :\\\i\  to  (r.nie  vwh  p.irt>  of  tlie  Aairl  boaadliy 
n<  require  it,  to  Uv  >!ir*.  evrrl  and  liK.iki'ii.     'the  said  comiuuimB*  * 
cr<4  shall,  hv  a  roptu'i  or  <!••<  laratlon  under  tl  c  r  hands  and  Mthb^' 
dejiianate   the  li')iiii<l.ir>    aloresaiil.    sta'e    M  eir    deii^^ion   #lltfM^ 
points  thus  reforred  to  thoin,  and  particular.ze    the  latilude  lii  - 
it>iis:itude    of  the    most   iiort!. western  point   of  the    lake.4fw^ 
Woods,  and  itf  siuh  ntlior  {>.irt>  of  the  said  boundary  aa  tlimMf^'J 
deem  proper.     And  hoth  parties  a^ree  to  c(nisidi:r'sqch  doMI^'^' 
tion  and  deiision  as  frial  and  coiiclu>ive.     And,  in  die  e»^iil«#-t 
tin*  said  two  co!nniis>ionet**  di'l'ering,  or  both,  or  either   a(i4lhMi9^J 
refnsin'j:,  <h'(linii):;,    or  wilfuily    otuitiin;;   to  net,  iiuch^MMl^-^ 
det'l.irations,  or   sta^einiMHs  snail  he  made  bv  thent,  Of.  ^yMMi^ 
them,  and  such  referent.e  to  a  frieiiiliv  bOVi'rei';:ii  or  i»m^*4MUri*' 
made,  in  all  respects,  as  in  ih^  latter  pait  of  the  '''^ttBtl|illtirt»ii " 
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coRUined,  and  in  as  full  a  manner  as  if  the  lame  waa  herein 
repeated. 

Art.  8.  The  several  boards  of  two  commissioners  mentioned 
in  the  four  preceding  articles,  shall,  respectively,  have  power  to 
appoint  a  secretary,  and  to  employ  such  surveyors  or  other  per- 
sons as  they  shall  judge  necessary.    Duplicates  of  all  their  rea^ 
pective  reports,  declarations,  statements,  and  decisions,  and  af 
their  accounts,  and  of  the  journal  of  their  proceedings,  sliall  be 
delivered  by  them  to  the  agents  of  liis  Britannic  majesty,  and  to 
the  agents  of  tlie  United  States,  who  may  be  respectively  appoint* 
ed  and  autl^orized  to  manage  the  business  on  behalf  of  their  re* 
apective  governments.    The  said  commissioners  shall  be,  respec* 
tively,  paid  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  agreed  between  the  two 
contracting  parties,  such  agreement  bein^  to  be  settled  at  the  time 
uf  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty.    And  all  oth«r 
expenses  attending  the  said  commission  shall  be  defrayed  equal- 
ly, by  the  two  parties.     And  in  the  case  of  death,  sickness,  re* 
signation,  or  necessary  absence,  the  place  of  every  such  commis- 
sioner, respectively,  shall  be  supplied  in  the  same  manner  as  sudi 
lommissioner  M^as  first  appointeu,  and  the  new  commissioner  shall 
take  the  same  oath  or  amnnation,  and  do  tlie  same  duties.    It  ia 
further  agreed  lietween  the  two  contracting  parties,  that  in  case 
any  of  the  islands  mentioned  in  any  of  the  preceding  articles, 
which  were  in  the  possession  of  one  of  the  parties  prior  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  war  between  the  two  countries,  shouldp 
by  the  decision  uf  any  of  the  boards  of  commissioners  aforesaid* 
or  of  the  sovereign  or  state  so  referred  to,  as  in  the  four  next  pre- 
ceding articles  contained,  fall  within  the  dominions  of  the  other 
party,  all  grants  of  land  made  previous  to  the  commencement  of 
the  war  by  the  party  having  had  such  possession,  shall  be  as  valid 
as  if  such  islaud  or  islands  had,  by  such  decision  or  decisions^ 
been  adjudged  to  be  within  the  dominions  of  the  party  liaving  had 
.such  possession. 

Art.  9.  The  United  States  of  America  engage  to  put  an  end, 
immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty,  to  hostili- 
ties with  all  the  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians,  with  whom  they  may 
be  at  war  at  the  time  of  such  ratification ;  and  forthwith  to  restore 
to  such  tribes  or  nations,  respectively,  all  the  possessions,  rights, 
and  privileges,  which  they  may  have  enjoyed  or  been  entitled  to 
in  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  previous  to  such  hoati* 
liries:  provided  always,  that  such  tribes  or  nations  shall  agree  to 
desist  from  all  hostilities  against  the  United  States  of  America, 
their  citizens  and  subjects,  upon  the  ratification  of  the  present 
treaty  being  notified  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  and  shall  so  desist 
accordingly.  And  his  Britannic  majesty  engaj^os,  on  his  part,  to 
put  an  end,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty, 
to  hostilities  with  all  tiie  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  with  whom 
he  inav  be  at  war  at  the  time  of  such  ratification,  and  fortliwith 
to  restore  to  such  tribes  or  nation<«,  respectively,  u!l  the  pos>ei- 
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sions,  ri^ts,  and  priTileges,  which  they  may  have  eniojed  or 
been  entitled  to,  in  one  thousand  eimt  hundred  and  eleven, 
previous  to  such  hostilities :  provided  always,  that  such  tribes  or 
nations  shall  agree  to  desist  from  all  hostilities  against  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty,  and  his  subjects,  upon  the  ratification  of  the  pre- 
sent treaty  being  notified  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  and  shaU  so 
desist  accordinsTy. 

Art.  10.  Whereas  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irreconcileabie  with 
the  principles  of  humanity  and  justice,  and  whereas  both  his  ma- 
jesty and  the  United  States  are  desirous  of  continuing  their  efforts 
to  promote  its  entire  abolition,  it  is  hereby  agreed,  that  both  the 
contracting  parties  shall  use  their  best  endeavors  to  accomplisih 
so  desirable  an  object 

Art.  1 1 .  This  treaty,  when  the  same  shall  have  been  ratified  oh 
both  sides,  without  alteration  by  either  of  the  contracting  parties, 
and  the  ratifications  mutually  exchanged,  shall  be  binding  on  both 
parties;  and  the  ratifications  shall  fa^  exchanged  at  Wa^hin^on, 
m  the  space  of  four  months  from  this  day,  or  sooner,  if  pnctica- 
ble. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  respective  plenipotentiaries,  have  signed 
this  treaty,  and  have  hereunto  affixed  our  seals. 

Done,  in  triplicate,  at  Ghent,  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

L.  S.I  GAMBIER, 

L.  S.1  HENRY  GOULBURN, 

L.  s.1  WILLIAM  ADAMS, 

L.  s."  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

u  S.1  J.  A.  BAYARD, 

L.  S.1  H.  CLAY, 

Tl.  s."  JONA.  RUSSELL, 
[l.  S.J                                '    ALBERT  GALLATIN- 
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